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PREFACE  TO  THE  FIRST  EDITION. 

This  volume  is  intended  to  be  a  contribution  towards  filling 
up  the  gap  between  the  '  Select  Charters '  edited  by  the  Bishop 
of  Oxford,  and  Mr  S.  E.  Gardiner's  '  Constitutional  Documents 
of  the  Puritan  Keyolution.'  Of  the  doeumenta  which  it  contains, 
a  few  of  the  most  important,  such  as  the  Acts  of  Supremacy  and 
Umformity  and  the  High  Commission  of  1559,  are  printed  in 
full :  the  rest  are  given  in  an  abbreviated  form.  Of  the  latter 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  no  alteration  has  been  made  in 
the  texts,  but  owing  to  exigencies  of  space  certain  portions  have 
been  omitted.  Where  the  omitted  passages  possess  any  impor- 
tance, and  the  omission  is  not  shown  by  the  numbering  of  the 
paragraphs,  it  is  indicated  by  dots.  In  the  case  of  superfluities, 
such  as  are  indicated  by  brackets  in  the  following  phrases : — 
'person  [and  persons],'  'all  [and  every],'  'prescribed  [and 
appointed],'  '  shall  [and  may]  be  lawful  [to  and]  for,'  '  the  same 
[or  any  of  them],'  'bring  [or  cause  to  be  brought],'  '  be  it  further , 
enacted  [by  the  authority  aforesaid],'  'provided  [always  and  be  it 
enacted],'  '  [ajiy  law  statute  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing],' 'he  [she  and  they],' and  the  hke,  I  have  not  thought 
it  necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  omission.  All  additions  to, 
or  substitutes  for,  the  original  text  are  enclosed  in  square 
brackets.  When  a  date  is  given  in  a  shortened  foiTn  it  is 
similarly  indicated.  The  spelling  of  the  English  documents  has 
been  modernized  throughout. 

Documents  which  have  not,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  been  printed 
before,  are  indicated  in  the  Table  of  Contents  by  an  *  ;  those 
that  have  been  partially  printed,  with  an  + ;  while  such  as  have 
heen  printed  before  but  are  now  reprinted  directly  from  the  MSS. 
are  marked  with  a  §. 
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vi  Preface. 

The  index  is  not  intended  to  be  an  mrfea;  nowmum  except  in 
a  few  important  cases,  but  I  have  taken  pains  by  means  of  a  full 
analytical  index  rerum  and  a  glossary  to  make  the  collection  as 
useful  as  I  can. 

Finally,  I  have  to  acknowledge,  with  much  gratitude,  the  help 
and  encouragement  ungrudgingly  given  me  by  the  Bishop  of 
Oxford,  the  Bishop  of  Peterborough,  Professor  Maitland,  Mr 
S.  K.  Gardiner,  and  Mr  Hubert  Hall  of  the  Record  Office ;  but 
1  need  hardly  add  that  these  gentlemen  arj  in  no  way  respon- 
sible for  any  mistakes  which  this  book  may  contain. 

G.  W.  PKOTHEEO. 


PREFACE  TO  THE  SECOND  EDITION. 

This  edition  differs  but  slightly  from  the  former.  I  have 
modified  a  few  sentences  in  the  Introduction,  corrected  such 
errors  as  have  been  pointed  out  to  me,  and  added  three  docu- 
ments, viz.  the  opinion  of  the  Judges  on  irregular  imprisonments, 
quoted  in  Darnel's  case  (see  Gardiner's  Documents,  ed.  2,  p.  63)  ; 
the  first  charter  to  the  East  India  Company  ;  and  the  charter 
which  led  to  the  foundation  of  Virginia.  It  would  have  been 
easy  to  print  siiaoy  other  documents,  throwing  light  on  the 
ecclesiastical  or  thj  economic  history  of  the  time ;  but,  even 
if  want  of  space  had  not  forbidden  such  additions,  they  would 
have  been  beyond  the  scope  of  this  collection,  as  defined  by  its 
title.  I  have  only  to  add  that  my  thanks  are  due  to  Mr  J.  T. 
Tomlinson  for  the  assistance  he  has  given  me  in  connexion 
with  ecclesiastical  matters  in  Elizabeth's  reign. 

G.  W.  P. 
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INTRODUCTION 


Genebal  Survey  ;  the  Moijarchy  and  the  Natioit. 

The  Tudor  monarchy  attained  its  zenitii  in  the  reign  of 
Queen  Elizabeth.  Henry  VIII  was  more  tyrannical  than 
hia  younger  daughter,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  he  was 
more  firmly  seated  on  the  throna  Under  him,  the  abuses 
of  arbitrary  power  were  doubtless  more  flagrant,  and  the 
direct  influence  of  the  royaJ  will  more  obvious,  while  his 
statutory  powers  were  in  some  respects  larger  and  his 
financial  resources,  at  least  aft«r  the  submission  of  the  clergy 
and '  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries,  more  abundant. 
But  the  Tudor  monarchy,  unlike  most  other  despotisms, 
did  not  depend  on  gold  or  force,  on  the  possession  of 
vast  estates,  unHmited  taxation  or  a  standing  army,  .It 
rested  on  the  willing  support  of  the  nation  at  large,  a 
support  due  to  the  deeply-rooted  conviction  that  a  strong 
executive  was  necessary  to  the  national  unity,  and  that, 
in  the  face  of  the  dangers  which  threatened  the  country 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  the  sovereign  must  be  allowed 
a  free  hand.  It  was  this  conviction,  instinctively  felt  rather 
than  definitely  realized,  which  enabled  Henry  VIII  not 
only  to  crush  open  rebellion  but  to  punish  the  slightest 
signs  of  opposition  to  his  will,  to  regulate  the  consciences 
of  hia  subjects,  and  to  extend  the  legal  conception  of  treason 
to  limits  hitheriio  unknown.  It  was  this  which  rendered 
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it  possible  for  tlie  ministers  of  Edward  VI  to  impose 
a  Protestant  regime  upon  a  Komanist  majority,  and  allowed 
Mary  to  enter  upon  a  hateful  marriage  and  to  drag  the 
country  into  a  disastrous  war.  It  was  this,  finally,  which 
enabled  Elizabeth  to  choose  her  own  line  in  domestic  and 
foreign  policy,  to  defer  for  thirty  years  the  war  with  Spain, 
and  to  resist,  almost  single-handed,  the  pressure  for  further 
ecclesiastical  change. 

The  Tudor  monarchy  was  essentially  a  national  monarchy. 
It  was  popular  with  the  multitude,  and  it  was  actively 
supported  by  the  influential  classes,  the  nobility,  the  gentry, 
the  lawyers,  the  merchants,  who  eat  as  members  of  parlia- 
ment at  Westminster,  ruostered  the  forces  of  the  shire  as 
Lords-Lieutenant,  or  bore  the  burden  of  local  government 
as  borough-magistrates  and  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Had 
these  classes  been  recalcitrant,  had  they  even  been  luke- 
warm in  their  support,  the  crown  would  have  been  practi- 
cally powerless.  If  proof  of  this  were  required,  it  would 
be  found  in  the  fact  that,  while  the  Tudors,  in  spite  of 
countless  difficulties,  retained  their  ascendency  for  upwards 
of  a  century,  the  Stewarts,  who  had  in  their  hands  all  the 
despotic  agencies  and  twice  the  wealth  of  their  predecessors, 
lost  it  in  one  generation. 

Now  if  this  fundamental  popularity  may  be  predicated 
of  the  Tudora  in  general,  it  belonged  in  an  especial  degree 
to  the  last  of  the  race.  A  strong  monarchy  was  beneficial 
in  the  days  of  Henry  VIII,  but  it  was  indispensable  in 
those  of  Elizabeth,  Henry  VII  had  prospered,  chiefly  be- 
cause hia  marriage  put  an  end  to  the  evils  of  a  disputed 
succession.  Had  Elizabeth  died  before  1587,  the  disasters 
of  the  fifteenth  century  would  inevitably  have  recurred. 
The  dangers  of  political  disorder  could  not  in  the  reign 
of  the  childless  queen  be  long  absent  from  the  minds  of 
thinking  men.  No  previous  reign,  for  a  century  and  a  half 
before  her  accession,  had  been  free  from  plot  and  rebellion, 
and  ten  years  after  she  came  to  the  throne  the  outbreak  of 
the  northern   earla   showed   that  baronial   anarchy  might 


yGoosle 


The  Monarchy  and  the  Nation.  xix 

yet  again  raise  its  bead.  During  Elizabeth's  reign,  tWs 
danger  was  immeasurably  enhanced  by  religious  differences. 
If  national  unity  and  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order 
depended  on  the  strength  of  the  government  in  1530,  how 
much  more  was  this  the  case  a  generation  later,  when 
Anglicans  and  Eomaniats  nearly  balanced  each  other,  in 
weight  if  not  in  numbers,  and  when  the  extreme  Protestant 
sects  were  introducing  an  element  of  discord  unknown 
before  the  Reformation  ?  The  religious  wars  and  massacres 
in  France  and  the  Netherlands,  the  hostile  leagues  of 
Germany,  the  religious  animosities  which  distracted  Scotland 
and  Ireland^all  these  were  warnings  which  no  one  who 
who  was  not  a  fanatic  could  disregard.  Moreover,  in  the 
time  of  Henry  VIII,  the  Papacy  was  discouraged  and  dis- 
organized :  in  that  of  Elizabeth  it  had  not  only  rallied  but 
was  beginning  to  recover  its  earlier  position.  How  should 
the  Protestants  of  England  hope  to  make  head  against  the 
returning  tide  except  by  submitting  themselves,  like  an 
army  in  the  field,  to  the  stem  discipline  of  undivided 
control  ?  What  had  they  to  expect  if  Mary  of  Scotland 
should  become,  by  the  death  of  her  cousin,  not  merely  the 
heir  but  the  rightful  claimant  of  the  Engh'sh  crown  ?  -jlt 
is  difficult  to  over-estimate  the  strength  conferred  upon  a 
sovereign  by  the  consciousness  that  her  life  alone  stands 
between  her  subjects  and  anarchy. 

To  these  considerations  was  added  a  now  fear,'' the  fear  of 
foreign  invasion  and  conquest.  For  centuries  this  danger 
had  been  unknown.  English  armies  had  repeatedly  invaded 
France,  and  the  foreigner  had  been  unable  to  retaliate  except 
by  occasional  raids  upon  our  coasts.  Now,  for  the  iirst  time 
for  many  generations,  England  was  exposed  to  great  and 
imminent  danger  from  abroad.  No  power  comparable  with 
the  new  monarchies  of  France  and  Spain  had  existed  a 
century  before.  Either  of  them,  taken  singly,  was  more 
than  a  match  for  this  country :  had  they  combined  tlieir 
forces,  English  independence  could  hardly  have  survived.  In 
the  days  of  Elizabeth's  father  the  chance  of  such  a  combina- 
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tion  was  hardly  appreciable :  in  the  days  of  Elizabstti  it  was 
not  merely  a  ehanee  but  a  probability.  And  here  again  the 
political  danger  was  doubled  by  religiou.3  hostility.  Spain 
was  actively  propagandist ;  Prance  might  become  so  at  any 
moment.  England  had  already  learnt  to  her  cost,  in  the 
preceding  reign,  what  was  meant  by  Spanish  domination, 
and  what  Spain  had  once  obtained  by  marriage  she  waa 
only  too  likely  to  attempt  by  conquest.  In  the  face  of  such 
s  danger  as  this,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  if  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nation  voted  without  reluctance  whatever 
taxes  were  required,  and  abstained  from  criticisms  or  de- 
mands which  might  have  hampered  some  delicate  combina- 
tion   or  encouraged  the  enemy  by  the  semblance  of  dia- 

It  is  needles  to  go  beyond  this  to  account  for  the  ease 
>with  which  Elizabeth  handled  the  difficult  machine  of 
parliamentary  government  Koyal  influence  was,  no  doubt, 
applied  to  guide  parliamentary  elections,  and  to  deflect  the 
tide  of  debate  from  inconvenient  channels  ;  but  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  this  influence  was  excessive  or  un- 
popular. The  parliaments  of  Elizabeth  were  neither  packed 
nor  servile.  They  had  a  mind  of  their  own,  and  could  on 
occasion  show  it.  But  they  knew  what  the  national  interest 
demanded,  and  in  supporting  the  crown  they  acted  in 
accordance  with  that  interests  This  attitude  was  confirmed, 
as  time  went  on,  by  the  successes  of  a  long  and  prosperous 
reign,  by  a  growing  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  the  govern- 
ment, and  by  that  chivalrous  form  of  loyalty  which  encircles 
a  woman  on  the  throne.  Elizabeth,  on  her  side,  fuUy 
understood  both  the  sources  and  the  limitations  of  her 
power,  for,  extensive  as  it  was,  it  had  its  limitations.  She 
was  aware  of  the  value  set  upon  her  life,  but  she  waa  not 
misled  by  this  knowledge  into  a  false  estimate  of  her 
position.  She  knew  that  she  could  not  sacrifice  or  endanger 
the  national  interests  without  losing  the  goodwill  of  her 
people,  on  which  alone  her  liberty  of  action  depended.  Her 
differences  with  her  parliaments  were  never  serious,  and 


yGoosle 


The  Monarchy  and  the  Nation. 

this  can  only  partially  be  attributed  to  her  < 
That  she  made  some  concessiona  cannot  be  denied,  but  the 
occasions  on  which  she  yielded  are  as  nothing  compared 
with  those  on  which  she  stood  firm.  On  the  whole  it  is 
clear  that  she  ruled  autocratically  over  State  and  Church, 
over  ministers  and  parliaments,/ and  she  could  only  have 
accomplished  this  by  identifying  her  policy  with  the  interests 
of  the  nation.  Though  occasionally  these  might  appear  to 
■  diverge,  the  conviction  grew  stronger  year  by  year  ttiat, 
in  the  main,  they  were  one.  Hence  a  personal  affection 
which  Elizabeth  was  at  pains  to  cultivate,  by  feminine  arts 
as  well  as  by  imperial  policy,  and  which  was  none  the  less 
genuine  because  it  was  often  accompanied,  according  to  the 
fashion  of  the  day,  by  extravagant  flattery.  The  depth  of 
feeling  which  underlay  this  decorative  exterior  finds  eloquent 
expression  in  the  preamble  (p,i4o6)  to  the  last  grant  of  taxes 
voted  by  parliament  to  the  aged  queen. 

To  sum  up,  the  efficient  causes  which  tended  to  strengthen 
the  Tudor  monarchy  were  especially  potent  during  the  latter 
half  of  the  sixteenth  century.  If  it  is  true  that  the  Tudors 
were  strong  because  they  were  popular,  we  ^all  probably 
be  correct  in  saying  that  Elizabeth  was  stronger  than  any  of 
her  predecessors.  It  seems  likely  that  the  very  violence 
which  marked  the  re^n  of  Henry  VIII  was,  in  this  respect, 
rather  a  sign  of  weakness  than  of  strength.  If  Elizabeth's 
yoke  was  lighter  than  that  of  her  father,  and  her  judgements 
in  general  less  severe,  it  is  because  she  could  rely  more 
confidently  on  the  uneonstrajned  support  of  her  people.         ^ 

These  amicable  relations  between  sovereign  and  subject, 
confirmed  by  the  traditions  of  nearly  half  a  century,  were 
not  likely  to  disappear  immediately  upon  the  accession  of  a 
new  dynasty.  In  the  history  of  the  constitution  no  hard 
line  can  be  drawn  between  the  reigns  of  the  last  Tndor  and 
the  first  Stewart.  The  claim  of  James  I,  based  as  it  was  on 
no  title  save  that  of  descent,  illustrated,  by  the  force  of  a 
striking  example,  the  general  acceptance  of  the  theory  of  ■- 
hereditary  Divine  Eight.     Parliament  hastened  to  lecognize 
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the  claim  {p.  250)  and  manifested  towards  tlie  new  king  all 
the  signs  of  loyalty  which  it  had  shown  towards  his  prede- 
cessor. Even  when  repeated  attaeka  upon  their  privileges 
forced  the  Commons  to  remonstrate,  the  manifesto  (p.  286) 
in  which  they  set  forth  their  grievances  is  couched  in  a 
tone  of  respectful  apology  of  which  Elizaheth  herself  could 
scarcely  have  complained.  Though  incapable  of  inspiring 
the  devotion  or  attracting  the  admiration  felt  for  hia  prede- 
cessor, James  was  never  positively  unpopular.  Too  wise  or 
too  timid  to  commit  himself  to  distinctly  illegal  courses  or 
flagrant  departures  from  precedent,  ha  preserved  for  the 
most  part  a  fairly  good  understanding  with  hia  subjects. 
The  pompous  loijuaeity  with  which  he  lectured  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nation  contrasts  unfavourably  with  the  eurt 
and  pointed  utterances  of  Elizabeth,  but  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  offensive  to  contemporaries.  It  is  true  that  the 
notions  of  the  prerogative  set  forth  in  his  speeches  and 
writings  transcend  anything  claimed  by  the  Tudors,  and  had 
to  be  largely  reduced  in  practice,  while  the  state-craft  on 
which  he  prided  himself  met  with  severe  rebuffs  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  Nevertheless  hia  intentions  were  good, 
and,  though  he  cannot  be  credited  with  much  political  in- 
sight, he  was  capable  of  recognizing  the  impossible.  On 
some  important  questions,  for  instance  those  of  religious 
toleration  and  the  union  with  Scotland,  he  merits  the  praise 
—if  praise  it  is— of  being  in  advance  of  hia  tima  It  is  to 
his  credit  as  a  ruler  that,  when  he  discovered  the  unripeness 
of  public  opinion,  he  refrained  from  pushing  bis  policy  to  a 
dangerous  point.  Although  he  parted  from  some  of  his 
parliaments  in  anger,  the  irritation  was  not  wide-spread,  and 
the  last  parliament  of  his  reign— to  which  indeed  he  made 
important  concessions— was  also  probably  the  most  contented. 
In  short,  during  the  reign  of  James  I  the  old  system  may 
be  said,  on  the  whole,  to  have  held  ita  ground.  It  was 
reserved  for  hia  son  to  make  the  irreparable  breach. 

But  though    this   outward   hsrm&ny   was   so   long    pre- 
served,  changes  were  taking  place  which  year  by  year 


yGoosle 


The  Monarchy  and  the  Nation.  xxiii 

rendered  it  more  insecure.  The  circumstances  of  the  seven- 
teenth century  were  very  different  from  those  of  the 
sisteenth.  The  traditiona  of  aristocratic  turbulence  were 
falling  into  so  remote  a  past  as  to  be  practically  forgotten. 
Political  power  had  to  a  large  estent  passed  from  the  nobles 
to  the  gentry  and  the  mercantile  classes.  The  succession 
to  the  cTOwn  was  no  longer  doubtful  or  dependent  on 
a  single  life.  In  England  the  adherents  of  Borne  had 
ceased  to  he  formidable  :  they  were  a  small  and  oppressed 
minority.  The  danger  of  a  conflict  between  Englishmen 
of  different  religions  had  for  the  present  passed  away :  the 
Papists  might  plot,  but  they  could  hardly  i-ebeL  There 
was  no  longer  any  serious  danger  of  invasion  from  abroad. 
The  union,  with  Scotland  and  the  suppression  of  rebellious 
chieftains  in  Ireland  had  deprived  the  foreigner  of  the 
power  to  raise  up  enemies  at  our  gates.  France,  tolerant 
of  dissent  at  home,  was  inclined,  from  clear  reasons  of 
policy,  to  befriend  Protestants  abroad,  Spain,  while  still 
a  great  power,  was  no  longer  a  source  of  terror,  though 
she  remained  an  object  of  hatred,  to  Englishmen,  The 
porta  of  Holland,  whence  in  the  early  days  of  Elizabeth 
a  hostile  armament  might  at  any  moment  have  descended 
on  our  coasts,  were  now  in  the  hands  of  a  people  not  yet 
engaged  in  serious  eommoreial  rivalry  with  England,  and 
allied  to  this  country  by  the  bond  of  religious  affinity. 
In  a  word,  the  national  independence,  so  long  in  danger, 
was  now  secure.  The  chief  motive  for  acquiescence  in 
autocracy  had  therefore  disappeared.  An  absolute  mon- 
archy was  no  longer  indispensable,  and  the  nation  could 
safely  take  its  fate  into  its  own  hands. 

Meanwhile,  apart  from  these  changes  in  external  con- 
ditions, the  national  development  was  making  autocratic 
government  more  difficult.  It  -was  the  misfortune  of  the 
Stewart  kings  that  they  inherited  a  system  well  enough 
adapted  to  a  previous  age,  but  too  inelastic  for  their  own. 
The  very  triumphs  of  the  Tudors  were  fatal  to  their  sue- 
cessora.     To  begin  with,  they  had  raised  up  in  the  national 
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parliament  a  force  which  during  their  time  was  a  wiUing 
agent  of  the  monarchy,  but  which  might  easily  become 
its  rival.  The  importance  of  the  sixteenth  century  in  the 
development  of  parliamentary  institutions  haa  generally 
been  under-rated,  The  influence  exercised  by  parliament 
over  the  affairs  of  the  nation  during  that  epoch  is  liable  to 
be  obscured  by  the  vigour  of  the  monarchy,  but  waa  never- 
theless, within  its  sphere,  not  only  potent  but  inevitable 
It  is  true  that  the  great  statutes  of  the  Reformation,  the 
penal  statutes,  the  poor  laws  and  other  great  legislative 
changes  were  initiated  by  the  government,  but  this  should 
not  blind  us  to  the  equally  important  truth,  that  in  all 
these  proceedings  the  sovereign  was  forced  to  rely  upon 
the  national  council  to  give  effect  to  his  policy,  A  series 
of  precedents  confirmed  the  control  of  parliament  over 
taxation,  secured  its  right  to  accept  and  consequently  to 
reject  legislative  proposals,  and  established  most  of  its 
special  privileges.  Although  the  annual  sessions,  which 
had  been  customary  under  the  Lancastrian  Mngs,  had  long 
been  given  up,  the  additions  to  the  statute-book  were  more 
copious  and  not  less  weighty  than  in  any  previous  age. 
Parliament  had,  in  feet,  confirmed  its  position  as  an  indis- 
pensable element  in  the  State.  Without  the  training,  the 
prestige,  and  the  sense  of  self-importance  conferred  upon 
it  by  a  century  of  Tudor  legislation,  it  could  never  have 
been  styled  by  Pym  the  soul  of  the  body  politic. 

In  this  powerful  institution,  fostered  and  developed  by 
the  Tudors  for  their  own  ends,  the  House  of  Commons 
came  more  and  more  to  be  the  dominant  factor.  The 
sovereigns  of  the  sixteenth  century  had  done  their  best  to 
olevato  the  gentry  and  the  commercial  clasises  as  a  counter- 
poise to  the  nobility.  It  was  these  classes  which  profited 
most  by  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries  and  the  practice 
of  enclosures,  by  the  expansion  of  trade  and  the  successful 
war  with  Spain.  They  had  good  cause  to  support  the 
rulers  under  whom  they  had  made  this  advance,  but  they 
had  no  special  reason  to  be  grateful  to  the  Stewarts.     More- 
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over  they  had  now  for  the  first  time  become  conscious  of 
their  importance.  They  were  learning  to  act  in  concert, 
and  discovering  their  ability  to  stand  without  external  aid. 
The  great  council  of  the  nation,  in  which  a!!  that  was  most 
prominent  and  energetic  among  them  was  concentrated, 
was  pEKsing  out  of  tutelage  and  approaching  its  majority. 
It  could  no  longer  be  handled  as  even  Elizabeth  had 
handled  it.  The  weapon  which  the  Tudors  had  used  with 
such  consummate  dexterity  was  ready  to  turn  in  the  hands 
of  their  successors. 

Nor  were  causes  wanting  to  induce  Parliament  to  take 
up  an  independent  attitude.  The  ecclesiastical  pohoy  of 
the  Tudora  contained  within  it  a  germ  of  danger  to  the 
monarehyL  To  rid  themselves  of  the  yoke  of  Rome,  they 
had  tolerated  or  encouraged  the  spread  of  Protestant  doc- 
trines. The  religious  movement  thus  induced  they  had 
used  so  far  as  served  their  purposes,  not  foreseeing  that 
it  might  become  as  dangerous  to  the  crown  as  it  had  been 
to  the  Papacy.  The  ecclesiastical  system  established  by 
Elizabeth  was  supported  by  a  large  body  of  her  subjects 
as  a  politic  and  acceptable  mean  between  the  extremes 
of  Eome  and  Geneva,  but  by  others — and  these  formed 
a  rapidly  increasing  party— it  was  regarded  as  an  obstacle 
to  truth,  as  an  attempt  to  check  the  Reformation  half-way. 
In  their  view,  the  Anglican  system  contained  so  much  that 
was  objectionable  in  ritual  and  government,  if  not  in 
doctrine,  as  to  be  little  preferable  io  that  of  Rome.  Hence 
the  vestiarian  eontrovei'sy,  followed  by  attacks  upon  the 
bishops,  their  courts  and  their  officials,  and  by  the  de- 
velopment of  Presbyterian  and  Independent  opinions. 
Elizabeth  had  some  diifieulty  in  stemming  the  tide,  and 
its  force  grew  largely  after  hor  death.  Against  these  attacks 
the  Church,  alarmed  for  its  existence,  adopted  severer 
measures  of  repression,  and  drew  upon  itself  political 
hostility  by  exalting  the  prerogative  behind  which  it  hoped 
to  find  shelter.  The  split  grew  daily  wider,  the  non-con- 
formist party  more  clamorous.     The  mal-contents  obtained 
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a  majority  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  took  every 
opportunity  of  pressing  their  demands  upon  the  crown. 
Thus  the  dawn  of  self-consciousness  in  Parliament  and 
the  growing  capacity  for  initiative  coincided  with  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  potent  reason  for  self-assertion. 

The  quarrel  about  ceremonies  and  church-government 
was  closely  connected  with  the  still  more  momentous 
question  of  unparliamentaiy  taxation.  Sooner  or  later,  no 
doubt,  this  question  would  have  come  to  the  front,  but 
under  other  conditions  it  might  long  have  slumbered.  The 
national  wealth  was  gi'owing  fast,  and  ao  long  as  there  was 
no  grave  dispute  between  king  and  people,  Parliament 
was  unlikely  to  grudge  some  additional  revenue  to  the 
crown.  The  method  of  collecting  it  by  indirect  taxation 
was  sanctioned  by  Tudor  precedents,  and  was  one  for  which 
from  a  legal,  as  well  as  an  economical  point  of  view,  much 
was  to  be  said.  But  should  any  dispute  arise,  the  latitude 
hitherto  allowed  to  the  crown  was  sure  to  be  called  in 
question,  for,  apart  from  the  impeachment  of  ministers — 
an  expedient  which  disuse  had  rendered  well-nigh  obsolete 
^a  refusal  of  supplies  was  the  only  lever  by  which  pressure 
could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the  government.  It  was 
therefore  a  heavy  blow  when,  just  as  Parliament  was  be- 
ginning to  need  this  weapon,  it  was  struck  from  its  hands 
by  the  action  of  the  law-courts.  If  the  law  was  what  the 
.judges  declared  it  to  be,  there  was  all  the  more  reason  for 
Parliament  to  bestir  itself.  Once  raised,  the  question  of 
indirect  taxation  could  not  be  left  unsettled,  and  the  whole 
force  of  religious  feeling  came  into  the  field  to  support 
the  contention  of  the  popular  party.  Unfortunately,  this 
very  force,  by  combining  religious  and  political  demands, 
rendered  an  agreement  almost  impossible. 

The  decision  of  the  judges  in  Bates'  case  (p.  340)  did  not 
affect  indirect  taxation  alone,  but  raised  far  wider  issues. 
Feeling  their  legal  position  insecure,  the  judges  were  driven 
to  invent  or  to  support  a  theory  of  the  prerogative  which 
threatened  to  subordinate  law  and  Parliament  to  the  crown. 
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and  to  destroy  ths  ancient  basis  of  harmonious  co-operation. 
The  far-reaching  consequences  of  this  theory  were  soon 
perceived,  and  pressed  upon  the  notice  of  Parliament  (p.  350). 
Long  before  Hobbes  had  formulated  his  defence  of  abso- 
lutism, the  philosophical  notion  of  indivisible  sovereignty 
emei^d,  if  at  first  but  dimly,  into  the  iield  of  practical 
politics  {^,  352),  and  was  interpreted  by  lawyers  and  poli- 
ticians in  opposing  senses.  A  question  was  in  this  way 
raised  which  went  to  the  roots  of  government  and  was 
not  settled  till  the  Revolution.  Thus,  during  the  early 
years  of  James  I's  reign,  the  religious  and  political  questions 
became  inextricably  involved,  and  each,  w^hile  it  embittered 
the  conflict,  hampered  the  settlement  of  the  other, 

At  this  juncture,  events  of  firsts-rate  importance  took  place 
on  the  continent,  which  increased  the  difficulty,  already  very 
great,  of  coming  to  an  understanding.  The  fears  and  sus- 
picions of  all  earnest  Protestants  were  aggravated  tenfold  by 
the  outbreak  of  the  Thirty  Years'  War,  A  coalition,  not 
indeed  so  dangerous  to  England  as  a  league  between  France 
and  Spain  would  have  been  in  the  previous  century,  but 
equally  dangerous  to  European  Protestantism,  sprang  into 
existenca  With  France  in  difficulties  at  home,  an  offensive 
alliance  between  the  two  branches  of  the  house  of  Habsbui^ 
threatened  to  undo  all  the  work  of  the  Eeformation  in  G-er- 
many.  The  German  Protestants  once  subdued,  and  the 
Emperor's  authority  re-established,  an  attack  on  Holland 
and  the  northern  powers  would  probably  follow.  In  the  face 
of  such  a  risk,  the  neutrality  of  England  appeared  not  only 
irreligious  but  impolitic  in  the  highest  degree.  And  yet 
the  government,  far  from  throwing  itself  energetically  into 
the  conflict,  wasted  time  in  fruitless  diplomacy,  and  even 
entered  upon  negotiations  for  a  matrimonial  alliance  with 
the  arch-enemy,  Spain,  The  purport  of  these  intrigues  was 
but  dimly  known,  but  enough  leaked  out  to  inspire  the 
greatest  anxiety.  The  religious  feelings  aroused  by  these 
events  induced  Parliament  to  take  another  step  in  ad- 
vance. 
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The  lever  of  financiaJ  controi,  already  applied  to  enforce 
ecclesiastical  reform  at  home,  was  now  employed  to  preaa 
upon  the  goTemment  a  definite  policy  abroad.  Partly 
through  a  natural  reluctance  to  incur  pecuniary  responsi- 
bility, partly  from  a  sense  of  its  own  unfitness  to  deal  with 
the  complexities  of  foreign  affairs,  Parliament  had  hitherto 
abstained  from  interference  in  the  relations  of  the  state 
with  foreign  powers.  Along  with  the  control  of  the  military 
and  naval  forces,  the  conduct  of  these  relations  was  regarded 
as  within  the  special  province  of  the  crown.  But  the 
dangers  to  which  Protestantism  was  now  exposed,  coupled 
no  doubt  with  the  prospect  of  commercial  and  colonial  gain 
at  the  expense  of  their  ancient  enemy,  led  the  representatives 
of  the  nation  to  depart  once  for  all  from  this  attitude  of 
reserve.  They  now  demanded  nothing  less  than  a  decisive 
voice  in  the  conduct  of  foreign  affairs.  The  step  thus  taken 
involved  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  most  serious  quarrel 
with  the  monarchy  that  had  yet  occurred.  The  'fiery  and 
popular  spiiifs '  (p.  310),  who  ventured  to  discuss  matters  of 
state,  religion  and  foreign  policy,  apphed  their  privilege  of 
free  speech  to  uses  hitherto  unknown,  and  refused  to  be 
silenced  at  the  bidding  of  the  crown.  "When  James  tore 
their  protest  from  the  journals  of  the  House  (p.  313),  he 
called  in  question  the  most  essential  liberties  of  Parliament 
and  threatened  its  very  existence  as  a  free  assembly.  Cir- 
cumstances, however,  were  too  strong  for  him,  and  the 
failure  of  his  foreign  diplomacy  compelled  him  to  yield.  The 
control  thus  gained,  if  it  was  to  become  effective,  involved 
of  necessity  &  voice  in  the  application  of  public  funds.  The 
negative  right  of  refusing  taxes  was  &  very  inadequate 
method  of  giving  a  positive  direction  to  foreign  policy. 
Hence  the  adoption  of  the  system  afterwards  known  as 
appropriation  of  supply  (p.  278).  This  momentous  change 
had  hardly  taken  place  when  James  I  died.  Its  importance 
was  recognized  by  his  son,  but  Charles,  failing  to  perceive 
that  it  was  inevitable,  set  himself  to  recall  his  father's 
1  and  to  drive  Parliament  from  the  position  it 
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had  won.      The  effort  proved  fatal   to   him   and  to  his 

house. 

Such  then  is  the  connexion  between  the  Tudor  and  the 
Stewart  periods,  and  especially  between  the  reigns  of  Eliza- 
beth and  James  I.  We  shall  hardly  understand  the  Tudor 
system  if  we  confine  our  inspection  to  the  days  of  its 
splendour.  It  is  only  by  studying  its  fete  under  the 
Stewarts  that  we  can  fully  grasp  ita  chief  peculiarity,  the 
essentially  popular  basis  on  which  it  stood.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  policy  of  the  Stewarts  will  be  unfairly  estimated, 
and  the  deeper  reasons  of  their  failure  will  be  missed,  unless 
we  examine  their  conduct  by  the  light  of  Tudor  history. 
To  the  Tudor  despotism  the  nation,  as  a  whole,  was  a  con- 
senting party,  because  the  sovereigns  of  that  line  protected 
its  higher  interests  and  in  the  long  run  gave  effect  to  its 
wishes.  It  resisted  and  finally  overthrew  the  despotism  of 
the  Stuarts,  not  because  it  believed  an  autocratic  system  to 
he  intrinsically  had,  but  because  under  the  new  regime  it 
was  misapplied.  In  any  case  the  Tudor  methods  of  govern- 
ment must  eventually  have  been  relinquished,  for  the  nation 
had  outgrown  the  tutelary  stage.  But  great  political  changes 
are  rarely,  if  ever,  demanded  by  large  masses  of  men  as 
ends  in  themselves.  Power  is  only  coveted  by  a  class  or 
a  nation,  as  a  means  for  securing  its  interests,  be  they 
spiritual  or  material.  Had  the  Stewarts  been  far-seeing 
staiiismen,  the  political  change  might  have  been  long  deferred, 
and  despotism  ni%ht  have  been  almost  insensibly  meta- 
morphosed into  constitutional  monarchy.  Unfortunately 
the  rulers  were  blind  to  the  national  development  and  its 
inevitable  results,  while  they  were  led  by  circumstances  and 
their  personal  predilections  into  a  position  of  hostihty  to 
the  national  will  They  can  hardly  be  blamed  for  standing 
on  their  rights,  for,  so  far  as  their  main  contention  was 
concerned,  law  was  in  a  manner  on  their  side.  Their 
fault  lay  in  abusing  these  rights,  in  supporting  the  abuse  by 
straining  the  law  and  perverting  custom,  and  in  ignoring 
the  &ct  that  rights,  so  abused  and  so  defended,  cannot  be 
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maintained.  Thus,  instead  of  leading  a  gradual  and  peaceful 
evolution,  they  hurried  on  a  violent  collision,  which,  from 
the  very  nature  of  their  power  as  explained  above,  could 
not  but  be  fatal  to  them  in  the  end, 


Chukch  and  State. 

Ok  a  superficial  view  of  constitutional  affairs  during  the 
reigns  of  Elizabeth  and  James  I,  we  are  at  once  struck  by 
the  great  political  importance  of  religious  and  ecclesiastical 
questions.  A  fuller  examination  only  confirms  this  im- 
pression. In  England,  as  well  as  on  the  continent,  religion 
was  the  chief  motive  power  of  the  age.  If  we  would  under- 
stand the  general  progress  of  the  nation,  the  development 
of  political  ideas,  the  limitations  placed  upon  public  and 
private  liberty,  the  mutual  attitude  of  crown  and  Parliament, 
we  must  enquire  somewhat  minutely  into  the  relations  of 
Church  and  State,  the  laws  and  institutions  by  w^hich  these 
relations  were  governed  and  deiined,  and  the  opinions  held 
at  different  times  by  the  different  religious  parties. 

The  ecclesiastical  system  as  settled  by  Elizabeth  and 
/inaintained  by  James  I  was  based  upon  the  Acts  of  Su- 
^  premacy  and  Uniformity  (i  Eliz.  i  and  2).  All  that  followed, 
for  more  than  a  century,  was  built  on  this  foundation,  for, 
setting  aside  the  revolutionary  epoch  of  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment and  the  Commonwealth,  there  was  no  departure  from 
the  linos  which  Elizabeth  had  laid  down  until  they  were 
modiiied  by  the  Act  of  Toleration  (1689). 

The  Act  of  Supremacy  regards  the  ecclesiastical  changes 
of  Henry  VIII  as  effecting  not  so  much  a  revolution  as 
a  restoration.  The  statutes  of  the  period  1529-1536  had 
'  restored '  to  the  crown  '  the  ancient  jurisdictions '  which  of 
right  belonged  to  it,  and  had  relieved  the  nation  from  an 
'usurped  foreign  authority'  {§  i).  The  rights  so  recovered 
had  been  resigned  by  Mary. --The  Act  of  Supremacy  there- 
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fore  restores  to  the  crown  its  twice-lost  authority,  and  frees 
the  nation  a  second  time  from  the  'bondage'  into  which  it 
bad  fallen.  It  repeals  the  reactionary  legislation  of  Maiy 
and  revives  the  anti-papal  statutes  of  Henry  VIII.  It 
sweeps  away  all  foreign  authority,  spiritual  and  temporal, 
and  it  vests  in  the  crown  for  ever  the  supreme  power  over 
the  national  church.  But  it  is  careful  to  draw  the  limits  of 
the  power  thus  given.  It  does  not  restore  the  title  of 
'supreme  head 'conferred  upon  Henry  Till,  nor  does  it 
revive  those  statutes  (e.  g.  32  Henry  VIII.  z6  ;  34  &  35 
Heniy  VIII.  i)  which  may  almost  be  said  to  have  endowed 
hun  with  the  authority  of  Pope  and  Council  combined. 
The  supremacy  vested  in  the  crown  is  such  as  'by  any 
spiritual  or  ecclesiastical  power  or  authority  hath  heretofore 
been  or  may  lawfully  be  exercised.'  The  lai^e  and  various 
purposes  for  which  it  may  be  used  are  defined  in  |  8, 

Further,  while  conferring  upon  the  crown  the  right  to 
delegate  its  authority  to  commissionei-s,  it  limits  their 
control  over  religion,  for  it  lays  down  {§  20)  that  they  shall 
not  have  power  to  condemn  as  heresy  anything  not  so 
declared  by  scripture,  general  councils,  or  Act  of  Parliament 
passed  with  the  consent  of  Convocation.  The  supremacy  is 
declared  by  Elizabeth  herself  (£^85)  not  to  involve  the 
right  of  exercising  strictly  spiritual  functions,  and  is  ex- 
plained as  simply  conferring  'the  sovereignty  over  all 
persons,'  lay  and  clerical,  born  within  her  realm.  It  is 
still  more  clearly  defined  by  Art._«  of  the  Thirty-Nine 
Articles. 

The  authority  of  the  sovereign  thus  recognized,  precautions 
are  taken  to  render  it  secure.  The  Act  imposes  a.  declaratory 
oath,  known  as  the  'oath  of  supremacy'  i^_^  upon  all 
ecclesiastics  and  all  persons  holding  office  under  the  crown, 
and  it  inflicts  (§  14)  upon  all  who  may  persist  in  supporting 
'the  authority  of  any  foreign  prince  or  prelate'  penalties 
culminating  in  forfeiture  and  death. 
y'  While  thus  thro%ving  off  the  yoke  of  Rome,  Parliament 
had  no  notion  of  introducing  religious  toleration.     In  this 
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"Tflrespecfc  it  only  shared  the  cominoii  opinion  of  the  time.  It 
,  was  not  believed,  in  England  or  elsewhere,  that  freedom  of 

\.  religion  could  be  allowed  without  imperilling  the  unity  of 
the  State  and  undermining  political  authority.  The  next 
step  therefore  was  to  authorize  a  certain  form  of  public 
worship  and  to  prohibit  all  othera.  The  Act  of  Uniformity, 
after  repealing  (§  i)  the  statute  of  Mary  which  cancelled  the 
second  prayer-book  of  Edward  VI,  revives  that  book,  with 
certain  modifications,  and  (§  2)  enjoins  its  use  throughout 
the  kingdom.  Any  minister  declining  to  use  in  his  church 
the  form  prescribed,  or  using  any  other,  is  to  be  severely 
punished,  and  for  his  third  offence  to  suffer  deprivation  and 
imprisonment  for  hfe. 

So  far,  the  act  only  concerns  the  ministers  of  the  Church, 
but  its  provisions  are  not  ccpfined  to  the  ministry.  Heavy 
penalties  are  threatened  {%'^  gainst  any  one  'depraving' 
the  book  of  common  prayer  or  hindering  its  use,  while  a 
general  conformity  is  enforced  by  the  infliction  of  a  fine  on 
all  who  refuse  to  go  to  church,  The  duty  of  executing 
these  provisions  is  specially  laid  upon  the  bishops  and  their 
subordinates  (§§  4,6,  11 ),  but  is  also  entrusted  to  the  judges 
and  other  lay  officials  {§§  5,  10). 

/  The  scope  of  these  two  fundamental  statutes  was,  then, 
both  political  and  religions,  but  their  primary  aim  was 
political  They  were  intended  to  abolish  the  imperium  m 
imperio  which  the  church  had  formerly  enjoyed,  and  to 
make  the  crown  supreme  within  its  own  dominions.  The 
enemy  against  whom  they  were  originally  directed  was 
Kome,  but  Protestants  ultimately  felt  their  force  almost  as 
much  as  Papists.  The  Anglican  establishment  eventually 
stood  between  two  fires :  it  had  to  face  the  Eomanists  on 
one  side,  the  Puritans  on  the  other,  and  both  parties,  in 
attacking  the  Church,  came  into  collision  with  the  eeclesi- 
asticd  supremacy.  But  the  forces  with  which  these  two 
attacks  were  combated  were  essentially  dissimilar.  Parlia- 
"ment  was  eager  to  support  the  crown  in  its  stru^le  with 

./'  /'Eome,  and  neither  Elizabeth  nor  James  I  found  any  difficulty 
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in  persuading  that  body  to  pass  acta  of  excessive  s 
against  Jesuits  and  popish  recusants.  The  penalties  and 
disabilities  imposed  upon  Eomanists  were  therefore,  in  the 
main,  the  direct  result  of  parliamentary  legislation,  and  had 
the  statute-law  been  strictly  executed,  a  Papist  could  hardly 
have  remained  in  the  country. 

But  the  crown  could  not  place  equal  reliance  on  Parliament    ' 
in  its  struggle  with  Puritanism,     As  the  principles  of  the 
Eeformation  gained  ground,  its  more  advanced  and  active 
adherents  naturally  made  their  influence  felt  in  the  repre- 
sentative assembly.     Before  long  it  became  not  only  im- 
possible to  legislate   against  Puritanism,    but   difficult  to 
prevent  legislation  in  its  favour.    The  attitude  of  Parliament 
reflected  the  general  feeling  of  the  country.     Justices  of  the 
peace  and  other  lay  officials,  while  ready  enough  to  persecute 
a  popish  recusant,  were  disinclined  t«  put  forth  the  v^our  of 
the  law,  even  where  it  could  be  applied,  against  Protestants, 
whom,    however  misguided    and    contentious,    they    were 
bound,  on  the  whole,  to  regard  as  friends.     Consequently  C 
the  campaign  against  the  Protestant  non-conformists  was  left  '< 
to  be  carried  on  by  the  bishops,  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  and    / 
the  clerical  officials. 

This  double  conflict  is  the  central  fact  of  the  period  under 
review,  but  before  we  are  in  a  position  to  trace  its  history, 
we  roust  consider,  first,  what  powers  were  involved  in  the 
ecclesiastical  supremacy  now  recognized  by  statute  as  be- 
longing to  the  crown ;  secondly,  what  steps  were  taken  to 
give  greater  definiteness  to  the  general  regulations  laid  down 
by  the  Act  of  "Uniformity  concerning  the  doctrine  and 
government  of  the  Church ;  and  lastly,  what  special 
machinery  was  created  to  carry  these  regulations  into  efEect. 


(a)  The  EcdestasUcal  Supremacy. 

The  ecclesiastical  supremacy  of  the  crown  implied  the 

right  of  visitation  and  the  correction  of  abuses,  with  a  control 

over  ecclesiastical  legislation  and  ta:^tion  which  was  to 
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some  extent  shared  with  ParKament,  and  a  control  over 
appointments  to  high  offices  in  the  Church  and  over  the 
church-courts  which  waa  not  similarly  Hniited. 

The  general  right  of  Parliament  to  legislate  for  the  Church, 
subject,  as  in  other  departments  of  legislation,  to  the  royal 
assent,  was  no  new  matter.  The  right  was  repeate<^^ 
exercised  both  before  and  during  the  Tudor  period.  "With 
regard  to  Church  government,  the  powers  of  Parliamont 
■  were,  after  the  Keformation,  limited  only  by  theories  con- 
cerning the  relations  of  Church  and  State,  but  in  the 
definition  of  doctrine  the  Act  of  Supremacy  itself  recognized 
a  limitation,  and  (§  20)  expressly  reserved  the  right  of  the 
clergy  to  assent.  This  right  was  upheld  by  Elizabeth  on 
more  than  one  occasion,  though  probably  only  with  a  view 
to  the  maintenance  of  her  own  influence.  In  1573  she 
even  extended  it  so  far  as  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of 
ecclesiastical  bills  unless  the  sanction  of  the  bishops  had 
been  previously  obtained  (p.  1 20),  Apart  from  this  statutory 
limitation,  the  power  of  Parliament  to  initiate  ecclesiastical 
legislation  was  closely  restricted  by  the  royal  will.  Elizabeth 
regarded  any  unauthorized  attempts  in  this  direction  as 
invasions  of  the  ecclesiastical  supremacy,  and  on  more  than 
one  occasion,  notably  in  iRgs  (p.  125),  nipped  them  in  the 
bud.  She  was  not  unwilling  to  receive  petitions  on  the 
subject,  but  plainly  informed  Parliament  (pp.  209,  210)  that 
its  interference,  unless  requested,  wi«  superfluous.  This 
policy  was  maintained  by  James  to  the  best  of  his  power. 

Convocation,  the  legislative  assembly  of  the  Church,  sat  in 
two  divisions,  in  the  provinces  of  Canterbury  and  York.  It 
met  on  receiving  a  summons  from  the  crown,  drawn  up  in 
ancient  form  (p.  190),  and  its  sittings  were  coincident  with 
those  of  Parliament,  In  accordance  with  the  submission  of 
the  clergy  (1532)  and  the  Act  of  1534  (aj  Hen.  VIII.  19), 
revived  by  the  Act  of  Supremacy,  its  canons  were  only 
valid  on  receiving  the  royal  assent.  This  right  of  veto  is 
distinctly  reserved  in  the  royal  licence  to  meet  and  confer 
(p,  417).     Even  the  subjects  of  discussion  were  indicated  by 
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the  crown  (p.  419).  Many  of  the  canons  passed  by  Convo- 
cation in  Elizabeth's  reign  were  honest  attempts  to  remedy 
abuses  in  the  Church  :  others  aimed  at  the  maintenance  of 
uniformity  among  ministei's.  Such  are  the  canons  of  1 57  r, 
^^45'  *"■!  ^597  (PP-  ^°'^i  ^^^'  ^^^)'  '^"*  "^  these  only  the 
^|t  received  the  full  sanction  of  the  crown.  So  long  as  the 
clergy  confined  their  legislation  to  themselTes,  Parliament 
does  not  appear  to  have  rat(3e  any  effort  to  claim  control,  and 
such  a  claim  would  probably  have  been  disregarded  in  the 
days  of  EUzabeth.  But  when,  in  1 604,  Convocation  drew  up 
a.  code  of  ecclesiastical  law  (p.  444)  which  received  the  royal 
sanction,  and  which  among  other  sweeping  enactments, 
placed  under  the  ban  of  excommunication  all  persons, 
whether  lay  or  spiritual,  who  should  question  the  orthodoxy 
of  the  Prayer  Book  and  the  Thirty-nine  Articles,  it  seemed 
high  time  to  interfere.  In  the  session  of  1606  a  bill  was 
introduced  to  invalidate  all  canons  affecting  the  life,  liberty', 
or  property  of  laymen,  which  had  not  received  the  assent  of 
Parliament.  The  bill  was,  however,  lost  in  the  "Upper 
House,  and  Convocation  remained  legally  subject  to  royal 
authority  alone.  The  temporal  judges  have,  nevertheless, 
always  refused  to  recognize  canons  affecting  laymen,  unless 
they  have  received  parliamentary  sanction. 

The  regular  ecclesiastical  revenue  of  the  crown  was  de- 
rived from  the  first-fruits  and  tenths,  which  had  been  trans- 
ferred to  it  in  1534  {26  Hen.  VIII.  3),  and,  having  been 
surrendered  by  Mary,  were  restored  to  Elizabeth  In  155(1 
(i  Eliz.  4).  This  revenue,  consisting  of  the  first  year's 
income  on  promotion  to  a  benefice,  and  a  tenth  of  the  yearly 
income  of  all  benefices  above  a  certain  value,  was  calculated, 
in  the  reign  of  James  I,  as  amounting  to  about  £15,000 
a  year.  Extraordinary  taxes,  called  subsidies,  were  voted 
by  Convocation  when  required.  In  making  this  grant, 
Convocation  followed  the  lead  of  Parliament  (see  below, 
■  p.  Ixsxii),  that  is,  when  the  laif  y  voted  one  or  more  subsidies, 
the  clergy  usually  (but  not  always)  voted  a  similar  number. 
The  tax  varied  from  4s.  to  ds.  in  the  pound,  with  remission 
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on  account  of  th«  annual  tenth  and  a  limit  of  income  below 
which  no  tax  was  exacted.  The  payments  were  usually 
spread  over  a  term  of  years.  The  archbishops  and  bishops, 
or,  if  the  see  wore  Tacant,  the  dean  and  chapter  acted  as 
collectors  in  their  own  dioceses.  The  grant  so  made  was 
embodied  in  a  separate  statute  {o,  g.  g  Eliz.  29,  p.  54)  which 
recognized  parliamentary  control  over  taxation  and  enabled 
the  crown  to  exercise  legal  compulsion  in  the  collection  of 
the  tax.  Occasionally  (e.g.  in  1587,  p.  137)  Convocation 
voted  a  benevolence  in  addition  to  the  subsidy,  which  the 
queen  (p.  138)  authorized  the  bishops  and  others  to  collect 
in  whatever  way  should  be  determined  by  themselves.  On 
some  occasions,  when  a  benevolence  was  demanded  (e.  g. 
1622,  pp.  359,  360),  the  bishops  fixed  the  proportion  to  be 
given,  and  wrote  letters  for  its  collection.  For  military 
purposes  the  clerical  contributions  were  fixed  at  the  same 
proportions  as  those  usual  in  the  case  of  the  laity  (see  below, 
§  YT,  Army  and  Navy). 

The  control  which  the  Pope  had  long  exercised,  in  spite 
of  the  Statutes  of  Provisors,  over  ecclesiastical  appointments, 
was  swept  away  by  the  Eeformation.  An  Act  of  1534 
(25  Hen.  YIII,  20)  made  the  crown  virtually  supreme,  by 
establishing,  or  rather  restoring,  the  system  known  as  that  of 
the  congi  d'elire.  Edward  VI  substituted  (1  Ed.  VL  3)  for 
this  process  the  direct  appointment  by  letters  patent,  but 
the  Act  of  Supremacy  (§  2)  revived  the  earlier  method.  Its 
action  is  exemplified  by  the  documents  printed  on  pp.  242- 
244,  It  resulted  in  the  complete  subordination  of  the 
higher  clei^  to  the  crown,  and  strengthened  the  influence 
which  the  monarchy  naturally  exercised  over  the  House  of 
Lords.  It  should  be  remembered  that  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth  the  spiritual  peers  numbered  nearly  a  third  of  the 
upper  house. 

The  judicial  subordination  of  the  clergy  depends,  on  the 
one  hand,  on  the  degree  of  their  subjection  to  the  temporal 
courts,  and,  on  the  other,  on  the  control  exercised  by  the 
crown  over  the  spiritual  courts.     The  judicial  immunities  of 
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the  clergy,  limited  by  a  statute  of  1489  (4  Hen.  VII.  13), 
were  fiiiiher  curtailed  by  several  Acts  of  Henry  VIII's  reign. 
During  the  period  under  review,  benefit  of  clergy  was  taken 
away  from  ■various  classes  of  offenders,  e.g,  by  the  statutes 
8  Eliz.  4,  J8  Eliz.  7,  and  i  Jac,  I,  8,  while  many  other 
acts  contained  clauses  prohibiting  its  usa  But  it  remained 
for  two  centuries  longer  a  legal  plea  in  cases  not  specially 
excepted,  and  was  not  finally  abolished  till  1827.  It  may 
be  mentioned  in  this  connexion  that  the  privilege  of 
sanctuary,  limited  or  regulated  by  several  statutes  passed 
under  Henry  VIII,  was  done  away  with  in  1624  (21  &  zz 
Jae.  I.  28). 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  episcopal  and  other  ordinary 
ecclesiastical  courts  was  reserved  not  only  by  the  Act  of 
Uniformity  (5§  4,  11),  but  also  by  other  statutes  (e.g.  13  Ehz. 
12.  §  2).  These  courts  took  cognizance  of  temporal  as  well 
as  spiritual  causes  and  offences,  of  matrimonial  and  testamen- 
tary cases,  of  perjury  and  sacrilege,  as  well  as  heresy  and 
immorality.  Their  sanctions  consisted  of  censure  and 
excommunication,  the  latter  being  followed  by  imprison- 
ment at  the  hands  of  the  temporal  authorities  and  by  civil 
disabilities  of  a  serious  nature.  In  cases  of  heresy,  the 
condemnation  of  the  church  courts  might  entail  the  penalty 
of  death,  a  penalty  occasionally  inflicted  during  this  period  ; 
but  this  and  other  corporal  punishments  could  only  be 
executed  by  the  aid  of  the  temporal  power.  The  writs 
issued  by  the  ecclesiastical  courts  did  not  run  in  the  king's 
name,  for  the  statute  of  1547  (i  Ed.  VI.  2),  which  enacted 
that  they  should  do  eo,  was  repealed  by  Mary  and  not  re- 
vived by  Elizabeth  \  But  from  these  courts  there  lay  an 
appeal  to  a  tribunal  over  which  the  Church  had  no  control, 
while  their  ordinary  jurisdiction  was,  until  1641,  to  a  certain 
extent  superseded,  or  at  least  conciirrently  exercised,  by  the 
High  Commission. 
The  supreme  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  crown  in  eccle- 
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siastical  matters  was  exercised  through  a  court  commonly 
called  the  Higli  Court  of  Delegates.  This  toibuoal  was 
or^inally  established  in  1534,  under  the  statute  25  Hen, 
VIII.  19,  to  take  over  the  jurisdictioii  of  which  that  Act 
deprived  the  Court  of  Eome.  It  was  aboHahed  by  Mary, 
but  reYived  by  Elizabeth  (i  Eliz.  i.  §  3),  and  thenceforwa^ 
continued  to  act  until,  in  1833,  its  powers  were  transferred 
to  the  Judicial  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council.  It  heard 
appeals  from  the  higher  ecclesiastical  courts,  exclusive  of  the 
High  Commission,  on  application  to  the  king  in  Chancery'. 
Its  composition  and  its  sittings  were  irregular,  for  its 
members  were  only  nominated  for  each  occasion  as  it  arose, 
and  although  it  discharged  useful  functions  during  a  period 
of  nearly  three  centuries,  it  did  not  possess  much  political  or 
constitutional  significance. 

(b)  Befimiion  of  Doctrine  and  BUual. 

The  national  religion  and  the  rulfes  for  the  conduct  of 
public  worship  were  fixed  in  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  by 
reference  to  an  authoritative  formula.  But,  to  avoid  dis- 
putes, more  exactitude  in  both  respects  was  necessary,  for 
the  Prayer-Book  left  not  a  few  points  uncertain.  The  further 
definition  of  doctrine  was  accomplished  in  the  Thirty-nine 
Ajticles  of  Eeligion,  based  on  those  of  Edward  VI,  but 
promulgated  with  more  attention  to  legality.  They  were 
discussed  and  accepted  by  Convocation  in  1562,  hut  had  to 
wait  nine  years  before  they  received  parliamentary  recogni- 
tion. An  Act  of  1571  {13  Eliz.  la)  imposed  subscription  to 
such  of  these  articles  as  '  concern  the  confession  of  the  true 
Christian  faith  and  the  doctrine  of  the  sacraments '  on  all 
ministers  ordained  according  to  any  ritual  other  than  that 
sanctioned  under  Edward  VI  or  Ehzabeth,  and  on  all  clergy 
before  admission  to  a  benefice  with  cure  of  souls.  All  can- 
didates for  holy  orders  were  'to  profess  the  doctrine' 
embodied  in  these  articles,   and  any  beneficed  clergyman 

'  Keport  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Coarts  Commiasiou  (iSSj),  Part  IIL  - 
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teaching  contrary  doctrines  might  be  deprived.  The  articles 
so  sanctioned  have  ever  since  been  recognized  as  containing 
'the  true  doctrine  of  the  Church  of  England  agreeable  to 
God's  word.'  The  so-called  Lambeth  Articles,  issued  by 
Whitgifl  and  others  in  1595  (p.  226),  however  interesting 
as  showing  the  tendency  to  Calvinism  which  at  that  time 
prevailed  even  among  the  leading  divines  of  the  Church, 
bad  no  authority  and  produced  no  modification  in  the 
national  profession  of  belief. 

With  regard  to  public  worship,  the  queen's  proclamation 
issued  in  1558  (p.  183)  merely  laid  down  certain  general 
restrictive  regulations.  Fuller  Instructions  touching  rights 
and  ceremonies,  preaching,  vestments,  and  the  dutiea  of 
ministers  in  general,  were  given  in  the  Injunctions  of  1559 
(p.  184).  This  ordinance  is  of  a  somewhat  heterogeneous 
character,  and  contains  among  other  things  a  grudging 
recognition  of  the  marriage  of  the  clergy ;  but  clerical 
marriages  were  not  legalised  by  statute  till  1604  (i  Jac,  I. 
zg).  A  few  yeai^  after  the  appearance  of  the  Injunctions, 
Archbishop  Parker  issued  his  Advertisements  (p.  191), 
a  series  of  supplementary  orders  intended  to  produce  greater 
uniformity  in  doctrine  and  ceremonial.  Being  set  forth 
with  the  sanction  of  the  bishops  who  were  on  the  High 
Commission,  they  might  claim  to  be  based,  if  only  in- 
directly, on  the  royal  authority.  Their  provisions,  so  far 
at  least  aa  concerned  the  ordination  of  ministers  and  their 
licence  to  discharge  ecclesiastical  functions,  were  rendered 
more  stringent  by  Whitgift,  who  issued  hia  Articles  (p.  211) 
in  1583.  Under  this  edict,  every  minister  was  obliged  not  only 
to  use  the  Prayer-Book  and  to  subscribe  to  the  Thirty-nine 
Articles,  but  also  to  declare  his  belief  that  the  whole  of  the 
Prayer-Book  and  all  the  Articles,  without  exception,  were 
in  accordance  with  the  word  of  God.  These  regulations 
made  demands  upon  the  Puritan  conscience  which  exceeded 
the  limits  fised  by  the  queen  or  by  Parliament.  Whitgift, 
indeed,  might  have  pleaded  that  they  did  not,  in  respect 
to  the  Thirty-nine  Articles,  go  beyond  the  canon  of  1571 
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(p.  20i);  but  if  this  canon,  which  is  somewhat  vaguely 
worded,  is  to  be  taken  as  insisting  on  subscription  to  all  the 
Articles,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  strictly  enforced 
till  Whitgift's  day.  The  opposition  provoked  by  the  arch- 
bifihop's  regulations  and  his  uncompromising  efforts  to  en- 
force their  observance  brought  many  troubles  upon  the 
Church  and  upon  the  country  at  larga 


(c)  The  Sigh  Commission. 
The  special  machinery  created  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
ecclesiastical  supremacy  and  of  the  doctrines  and  regulations 
described  above,  consisted  in  the  Court  of  High  Commission, 
or,  as  we  ought  rather  to  call  it,  the  group  of  courts  held 
by  virtue  of  royal  commissions  issued  under  the  Act  of 
Supremacy,  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  these  courts 
were  among  the  most  efficient  causes  of  the  quarrel  between 
the  monarchy  and  the  nation,  which  culminated  in  the 
rebellion  of  1642.  The  institution  was  not  immediately 
connected  with  that  rebellion,  for  it  had  been  swept  away 
in  the  previous  year,  but  it  was  one  of  the  chief  sources  of 
that  hostihty  towards  the  Church 'which  underlay  the 
whole  quarrel,  and  made  a  reconciliation  m  1642  im- 
possible. 

Henry  VIII  was  empowered  by  statute  (31  Hen,  Till.  14 
and  32  Hen.  VIII.  15)  to  nominate  commissioners  to  enquire 
into  and  punish  heresy.  Such  commissions  vpere  actually 
issued  by  Edward  VI  and  Mary,  but  the  Court  of  High 
Commission  in  its  permanent  form  dates  from  the  first  year 
of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  The  queen  and  her  successors 
/  were  empowered  by  the  Act  of  Supremacy  (§  8)  to  nominate 
commissioners  who  should  exercise  ecclesiastical  juris- 
diction under  the  crown,  vrith  power  to  correct  and  amend 
all  errors,  abuses,  and  offences  'which  by  any  manner  of 
spiritual  or  ecclesiastical  power  may  lawfully  be  corrected 
or  amended,'  Elizabeth  lost  no  time  in  availing  herself  of 
these  powers.    In  July,    1559,   she  issued  i 
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(p.  227)  to  Parker,  Archbishop  nominate  of  Canterbury,- 
Grindal,  Bishop  nominate  of  London,  and  seventeen  others,  t 
mostly  laymeE,  authorizing  them  to  act  aa  a  high  eecl^ 
siastieal  court  for  the  whole  kingdom.  Six  commissioners  " 
might  act  for  the  who!©  body,  but  seven  persons  were 
named,  of  whom  one  must  always  be  present.  ,Thfl  first 
duty  of  the  "commissioners  was  to  maintain  the  Acts  of 
Supremacy  and  Uniformity,  and  wide  general  powers 
were  given  them  for  this  purpose.  They  were  also  to 
punish  disturbers  of  public  worship  and  absentees  from 
church,  to  suppress  vagrants  and  quarrelsome  persons  in 
or  near  London,  to  reinstate  ministers  deprived  of  their 
livings  on  account  of  religion  ot  marriage,  and  to  deal  with 
immorality  and  other  ecclesiastic-ai  offences.  They  were 
authorized  to  enquire  into  these  matters  with  or  without 
the  aid  of  a  jury,  or  by  any  other  means  that  might  appear 
expedient.  They  might  compel  attendance  on  mere  sus- 
picion, examine  any  one,  whether  accused  or  witness,  on 
oath,  and  punish  offenders  or  contumacious  persons  by  fine 
or  imprisonment.  All  the  most  important  powers  of  the 
court,  including  that  of  administering  the  oath  '  es  officio,' 
afterwards  so  fruitful  a  source  of  complaint,  appear  in  this 
first  commission.  The  commissions  that  followed  were 
more  or  leas  closely  modelled  upon  it. 

Three  years  later,  when  the  vacant  sees  had  been  filled 
up,  a  new  commission  (p.  232)  was  issued,  including  two 
more  bishops,  and  raising  the  whole  number  of  com- 
missioners to  twenty-seven.  At  the  same  time  the  minimum 
number  authorized  to  act  was  reduced  to  ttirgft^and  this 
minimum  was  henceforward  retained.  Th8~i>»wers  of  tJie 
commissioners  remained  as  before,  with  two  additions. 
A  statute  of  iggg  (1  Eliz.  22,  p.  36}  had  empowered  the 
queen  to  make  statutes  for  cathedral  and  collegiate  churches 
and  schools.  This  power  was  now  delegated  (§  15)  to  the 
commissioners.  They  were  also  authorized  {§  16)  to  ad- 
minister the  oath  of  supremacy  to  all  ecclesiastics,  a  special 
quorum  of  bishops  being  named  for  this  purpose.     In  1572 
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s.  third  commissioQ  (p.  235)  increased  the  number  of  the 
commissionera  to  seventy,  including  eight  bishops,  and 
introduced  certain  modifications  of  procedure^  but  added  no 
fresh  powers. 

More  important  alterations  were  made  in  the  commission 
of  1576  (p.  237),  issued,  on  the  death  of  Parker,  to  the  new 
archbishop,  Grindal,  and  seventy-two  others.  The  power 
to  act  as  a  sort  of  justice  of  the  peace  in  or  near  London, 
exercised  under  §  7  of  the  commission  of  1559  and  later 
commissions,  was  now  taken  away.  The  power  to  rein- 
state deprived  ministers  was  dropped,  probably  as  no  longer 
necessary.  On  the  other  hand,  the  commissioners  were 
now  entrusted  with  the  execution  not  only  of  the  Acts  of 
Supremacy  and  Uniformity,  but  also  of  the  Acts  qf  1563  and 
1571  (5  EUz,  I  ;  13  EUz.  13).  In  accordance  vrith  these 
acts,  they  were  empowered  {§  16)  to  administer  the  oath  of 
supremacy  to  others  besides  ecclesiastics,  and  (§  6)  to  de- 
prive any  beneficed  clergy  who  should  persist  in  maintain- 
ing doctrines  contrary  to  the  Articles  of  Religion,  further, 
they  were  authorized  (§  11)  to  enlist  the  aid  of  justices 
of  the  peace  and  other  officials  in  apprehending  and  bringing 
before  them  any  persons  whose  presence  might  be  required  ; 
while  to  give  greater  force  to  their  proceedings,  they  wera 
ordered  (§  18)  to  use  a  seal. 

On  the  death  of  Grrindal  in  1583  &  fifth  commission  was 
issued.  Unfortunately  this  commission  was  not  enrolled 
like  the  others,  and  no  copies  seem  to  be  preserved,  but  it 
is  probable  that  it  did  not  differ  materially  from  that  of 
1576.  Thelast  commission  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  that  of  1601 
(p.  240),  is  almost  identical  with  that  issued  to  (Jrindal,  and 
Whitgift  is  unlikely  to  have  surrendered  in  1 601  any  powers 
granted  at  his  accession.  This  view  is  borne  out  by  the 
abstract  given  in  Neal's  History  of  the  Puritans  (i.  330),  A 
list  of  the  commissioners  of  1583  is  extant,  from  which  it 
appears  that  their  numbers  were  reduced  to  forty-four, 
a  figure  only  slightly  increased  in  1601,  It  is  true  that 
under  Whitgift  the  commission  was  more  active  and  effi- 
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cient  than  before,  but  this  change  was  apparently  due  not 
to  any  additional  powers  but  to  the  energetic  and  uncom- 
promising character  of  its  new  head '. 

/  The  first  two  general  commissions  of  James  I's  reign, 
issued  in  1605  and  1608,  follow  almost  exactly  the  example 
-set  in  1601,  Not  so  the  commission.of  1611,  in  which 
some  changes  of  conaiderabla-  importance  appear.  In  the 
year  1610  Parliament  presented  a  petition  (p.  302)  in  which, 
among  other  grievances,,  the  Court  of  High  Commission 
was  vigorously  attacked.  Complaints  had  already,  it  would 
seem,  reached  James'  ears,  and  he  had  shown  himself  not 
averse  from  hearing  them  (p.  295),  provided  that  extreme 
measures  were  not  attempted.  Among  the  charges  now 
made  against  the  court,  the  most  important  were  that  in 
inflicting  line  and  imprisonment  it  exceeded  its  legal 
powers,  that  for  slight  offences  men  were  cited  at  great 
inconvenience  from  remote  parts  of  the  country,  that  the 
court  could  inflict  both  spiritual  and  temporal  penalties, 
that  there  waa  no  appeal  from  its  decisions,  and  that  by 
means  of  the  oath  '  ex  ofBcio '  it  forced  the  accused  to 
convict  himself.  It  was  therefore  craved  that  the  powers 
of  the  court  might  be  reduced  to  more  reasonable  limits  by 
Act  of  Parliament.  The  king,  in  his  answer  to  the  petition 
(P(B-7.  Hist.,  i.  1137),  promised  certain  reforms,  but  the 
changes  actually  introduced  must  have,  fallen  far  short  of 
parliamentary  expectations. 

The  death  of  Bancroft  in  1611  gave,  as  usual,  the  oppoi> 
tunity  for  a  new  commission.  The  commission  (p.  434) 
issued  to  Archbishop  Abbot  and  eight-nine  others  showed 
little  inclination  on  the  part  of  the  crown  to  accede  to  the 
views  expressed  by  Parliament.  It  is  drawn  on  lines  which 
differ  considerably  from  those  of  previous  commissions,  but 
the  difference  is  not  in  the  direction  of  any  curtailment  of 
powers.  After  setting  forth  the  intention  of  the  Act  of 
Supremacy  that  the  commissions  issued  under  it  should  be 
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modified  from  time  to  time,  it  proceeds  to  sum  up  in  one 
long  clause  (§  3)  the  general  powers  to  be  exercised  by  the 
commissioners,  induding  several  not  expressly  granted  or 
not  ao  clearly  stated  before.  Special  mention  is  made  of 
the  powers  of  the  commissioners  to  examine  accused  persons 
upon  oath  and  to  suppress  '  unlawful  conventicles.'  They 
are  to  punish  the  celebration  of  the  maaa  and  similar 
offences,  as  well  as  abuses  in  ecclesiastical  judges  or  other 
officers  of  the  spiritual  courts.  They  are  further  empowered 
{5§  5i  ^f  ^9)  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the  Acts  of  1585 
iJi'i  '593  (27  Eliz.  2;  35  Eliz.  2)  against  popish  priests 
and  recusants,  to  imprison  (§11)  persons  who  refuse  to 
answer  upon  oath,  and  (§  18)  to  seize  children  sent  over-seas 
to  be  educated  in  Komanism,  while  in  various  other  direc- 
tions their  authority  is  developed  and  expanded.  On 
the  other  hand,  two  limitations  were  introduced.  No  final 
sentence  was  to  be  given  without  the  assent  of  five  or  more 
commissioners  {§  35),  and  a  clause  {§  37)  was  added  allow- 
ing any  person  sentenced  by  the  court  to  supplicate  the 
king  for  a  commission  of  review.  The  provision  for  trial 
by  jury,  which  had  not  been  put  in  practice  for  many  years, 
was  omitted.  On  the  whole  the  new  commission,  while 
making  some  concessions,  must  be  regarded  as  expressing 
a  deliberate  rejection  of  the  parliamentary  demands. 

On  the  model  thus  laid  down  the  later  commissions  of 
James'  reign  were  moulded.  That  of  1613  empowered  the 
commissioners  (p.  428)  to  carry  out  the  Star-Chambec  de- 
crees (pp.  168,  169}  touching  the  censorship  of  the  press, 
and  added  three  important  clauses  (pp- 431-433)  authorizing 
them  to  hear  complaints  by  wives  against  their  husbands, 
and  to  assign  a  maintenance  to  the  former  at  discretion, 
thus  confirming,  in  the  teeth  of  a  parliamentary  remon- 
strance (p.  305),  a  practice  already  established  by  the  court 
Another  commission,  issued  in  1620,  follows  exactly  that  of 
1613.  James'  last  commission,  issued  in  1625,  is  identical 
with  the  two  immediately  preceding,  except  in  the  addition 
of  a  clause  (p.  435)  providing  that,  during  the  eessions  of 
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Convocation,  the  eommisaion  should  be  executed  by  the 
bishops  in  Convocation,  and  by  them  only.  This  clause,  which 
(when  in  ■working)  deprived  laymen  of  all  share  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  and  was  therefore  likely  to  be  very 
unpopular,  was  dropped  in  the  commissions  of  Charles  I, 
but  the  advantage  thus  gained  was  balanced  by  the  omission 
of  the  clause  providing  for  a  commission  of  review.  In 
other  respects  Charles'  commissions  maybe  said  to  approach 
more  nearly  than  his  father's  to  the  Elizabethan  model. 

Although  the  commissions  of  Elizabeth  described  above 
empowered  the  commissioners  to  act  throughout  all  England, 
it  would  seem  that  their  jurisdiction  was  practically  confined 
to  the  province  of  Canterbury,  There  is  evidence  to  show 
that  during  at  all  events  the  greater  paxt  of  the  period 
1559-1640  a  northern  commission  was  sitting  at  York, 
Durham,  Eipon,  or  elsewhere,  and  discharging  functions 
analogous  to  those  dischai^ed  by  the  southern  commission 
at  Lambeth,  Pulham,  Croydon,  or  Canterbury,  The  com- 
missions issued  to  the  Archbishop  of  York  and  his  colleagues 
are  in  some  respects  not  quite  so  extensive  as  those  issued 
for  the  southern  province — for  instance,  the  power  to  make 
statutes  for  cathedrals  and  schools  is  omitted — but,  in  respect 
of  the  general  powers,  the  York  commissions  are  practically 
identical  with  those  of  Canterbury.  Similar  commissions 
were  occasionally  issued  by  Elizabeth  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Armagh  and  others  for  the  kingdom  of  Ireland ;  Wales, 
being  included  in  the  province  of  Canterbury,  did  not 
generally  require  a  separate  commission.  The  Welsh  com- 
mission  of  igjg  {p.  341)  is  peculiar  in  form,  and  was 
probably  exceptional.  During  the  reign  of  James  I,  Ireland 
and  Wales  were  expressly  included  in  the  Canterbury  com- 
missions, and  separate  commissions  for  those  countries  do 
not,  apparently,  recur. 

Ajiother  group  of  commissions  consists  of  those  issued 
for  various  dioceses,  as  occasion  required.  These  diocesan 
commissions  aie  not  infrequent  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth 
and  the  early  years  of  James  I,  but  they  appear  to  have 
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ceased  after  the  year  1606,  and  in  i6ro  the  king  promiaed 
that  they  should  not  be  renewed.  While  they  lasted,  they 
dischai'ged  duties  similar  to  those  ordinarily  discharged  by 
the  provincial  commissions,  but  their  area  of  jurisdiction 
waa  limited  and  their  duration  temporary. 

The  efficiency  of  the  system  thus  established,  and  the 
general  results  produced,  depended  mainly  on  the  views  and 
characters  of  the  archbishops  and  their  episcopal  colleagues, 
on  whom  fell  almost  all  the  burden  of  carrying  the  com- 
mission into  effect.  The  institution  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  disliked  at  first.  So  long  as  the  chief  danger  to  the 
Church  came  from  Rome,  the  energies  of  the  commissioners 
were  mainly  exerted  in  this  direction,  and  they  could  be 
active  without  becoming  unpopular.  From  such  records  of 
theii  proceedings  as  are  extant,  it  may  be  gathered  that 
a  large  part  of  their  work  consisted  in  the  correction  of 
immorality,  neglect  of  duty  and  other  abuses  among  the 
clergy,  while  some  attention  was  paid  to  flagrant  cases  of 
vice  among  the  laity.  Activity  in  the  former  direction  was 
likely  to  meet  with  general  approval,  while  in  the  latter,  if 
resented  by  individuals,  it  could  hardly  be  openly  opposed. 
But  when  the  conflict  between  Anglicanism  and  Puritanism 
became  acute,  and  the  commissioners  began  to  apply  their 
lai^  and  somewhat  indefinite  powers  to  enforce  religious 
conformity,  they  met  with  increasing  resistance.  The  oppo- 
sition came  not  only  from  individuals,  who  refused  to  take 
the  oath  'ex  officio'  and  to  submit  to  the  minute  exami- 
nation which  it  entailed,  but  also  from  the  law-courts, 
which  issued  prohibitions  against  the  further  proceedings 
of  the  commissioners  or  released  their  prisoners  by  means 
of  writs  of  '  Habeas  Corpus '  (p.  407).  The  eases  of  Cawdrey 
(a  Puritan  minister)  in  1587,  and  of  Ladd  and  Fuller  (both 
laymen)  in  1607,  maybe  mentioned  as  attracting  universal 
attention  and  provoking  injurious  comment  throughout  the 
country.  Even  Lord  Burghley  told  Whitgift  that  his 
proceedings  'savoured  of  the  Eoman  Inquisition,'  and  the 
archbishop's  retort,  that  the  methods  of  the  Star-Chamber 
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were  no  better,  was  but  a  poor  defenca  The  great  lawyer 
Coke  condemned  the  proceedings  of  the  High  Commission 
on  strictly  legal  grounds,  and  his  arguments  (p.  404)  supplied 
the  Long  Parliament  with  formal  reasons  for  abolishing  it 
in  1 64 1.  But  the  reasons  stated  in  the  act  of  abolition 
were  not  those  which  moved  the  nation  at  large.  The 
institution  was  generally  condenaned,  not  so  much  because  it 
was  illegal,  as  because  it  exercised  a  tyrannical  control  over 
the  freedom  of  religious  belief  and  practice. 


(d)  The  Penal  Lam  and  the  J 
The  conflict  with  Eome,  in  its  origin  historically  prior 
to  that  of  the  conflict  with  Puritanism,  is  naturally  the  first  ^ 
to  be  considered.  The  Act  of  Supremacy,  while  repudiating 
in  no  doubtful  language  the  Papal  authority,  was  not, 
either  in  the  nature  of  its  provisions  or  in  regard  to  the 
number  of  persons  whom  it  directly  affected,  a  sweeping  or 
tyrannical  act.  In  the  face  of  foreign  complications  and 
domestic  uncertainty,  Elizabeth  was  obliged  at  first  to  proceed 
with  caution.  She  hesitated  to  challenge  the  Pope  and  the 
King  of  Spain  to  mortal  combat  until  she  was  sure  of 
national  support,  while  they  on  their  side  were  not  with-it 
hopes  of  a  reconciliation.  But  within  a  few  years  of  lei 
accession,  the  guarded  and  tentative  attitude  of  the  t^een 
gave  way  to  a  more  decided  policy.  Hence  the  Act  of  1563 
(5  Eliz.  I,  p.  39),  by  which  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
Supremacy  were  extended  and  its  penalties  rendered  more 
stringent.  Several  classes  of  persons,  including  members  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  hitherto  exempted,  were  now  com- 
pelled to  take  the  oath  of  supremacy,  and  a  second  refusal 
was  to  be  punished  as  high  treason.  About  the  y(W  1569, 
the  conflict  entered  on  a  more  acute  stage.  Mary,  iQueen  of 
Scots,  was  now  in  England,  and  the  rebellion  of  the  Kbrthem 
Earls,  combined  with  the  EidoM  plot,  brought  to  light  the 
dangers  to  which  her  presence  gave  rise.  The  issiii^f  the 
Bull  (p.  195),  in  which  Pius  V  excommunicated  andTdeposed 
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the  queen,  justified  strong  measures  of  retaliation.  In  1571 
Parliament  passed  two  Acts  (13  Eliz.  1  and  s),  the  one  con- 
firming the  queen's  title  and  inflicting  the  penalty  of  high 
treason  on  any  on©  who  should  attempt  to  deprive  her  of  it,  the 
flther  forbidding  under  similar  penalties  the  introduction  of 
bulls  from  Eome  or  the  absolution  of  any  of  the  queen's 
subjects  from  their  due  allegiance.  The  combined  effect  of 
,  the  Papal  bull  and  these  statutes  was  to  render  the  quaiTel 
irreconcilable.  It  was  henceforward  impossible  for  any 
one  to  be  at  once  si  good  Roman  Catholic  and  a  good  subject. 
Nest  year  the  trial  {p.  138)  and  execution  of  the  Duke  of 
Norfolk  and  the  Earl  of  Northumberland  showed  that  the 
government  intended  to  keep  its  word,  and  foreshadowed 
the  fate  in  store  for  their  royal  confederate.  Norfolk  had 
hardly  been  dead  two  months  when  the  massacre  of 
St  Bartholomew  filled  the  Protestant  world  with  mingled 
fury  and  terror.  The  Parliament  of  1573  followed  up  the 
blows  dealt  by  its  predecessors  with  two  Acts  (14  Eliz. 
I  and  2),  extending  the  penalties  of  treason  to  any  one  who 
should  conspire  to  seize  any  of  the  queen's  ships  or  fortresses, 
or  to  set  at  liberty  political  prisoners — a  provision  clearly 
aimed  at  Mary  and  her  accomplices.  Open  war  was  now 
laeing  between  the  two  religions  in  Prance  and  in  the 
N«berlands  :  the  conflagration  might  at  any  time  spread  to 
this  .ountry. 

The  vigilance  of  the  government  was  more  severely  tried 
than  ever  before,  when,  about  the  year  1579,  the  Jesuits 
entered  actively  into  the  fray.  Their  machinations  resulted 
in  the  temporary  predominance  of  the  Eomanist  and  Marian 
party  in  Scotland,  and  in  the  great  rebellion  of  Desmond  in 
Ireland.  The  mission  of  Campian  and  Parsons  to  this 
country  was  believed  to  be  connected  with  a  series  of 
ploti),  th^  object  of  which  was  to  give  practical  effect  to  the 
Papal  bull!  at  the  expense  of  the  queen's  life.  To  meet  this 
new  attaxik.  Parliament  adopted  fresh  measures  of  defence. 
By  ;in^,ct  of  1581  (23  Eliz.  i)  the  mere  attempt  to  convert 
any  offihe  queen's  subjects  to  Eomaniam  was  made  a  trea- 
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sonable  offence,  the  saying  or  hearing  of  mass  was  forbidden 
under  severe  penalties,  and  a  fine  of  £20  a  month  was 
imposed  on  recusants.  This  statute  was  subsequently 
by  an  Act  of  1587  (28  &  29  Eliz.  6),  which 
:he  crown,  in  default  of  the  fine,  to  take  two-thirds 
of  the  property  of  the  offender.  By  another  Act  of  the  year 
'/  igSi  (33  Eliz,  2),  the  utterance  of  seditious  words  was  to  be 
punished  by  mutilation  and  iine,  while  any  one  publishing 
a  seditious  book,  prophesying  the  queen's  death,  or  fore- 
casting the  name  of  her  successor,  was  to  suffer  death  as 
a  felon'.  The  murder  of  William  the  Silent  in  1584,  and 
the  diseoveiy  of  Parry's  plot  in  February,  1585,  intensified 
the  feeling  which  had  already  found  expression  in  the 
national  association  for  the  protection  of  the  queen.  The 
Parliament  of  1585  legalised  (27  Eliz.  i)  this  association, 
provided  for  a  Council  of  Eegency  in  the  case  of  the  queen's 
murder,  and  excluded  from  the  succession  any  one  in  whose 
interest  the  deed  might  be  done.  By  another  Act  (27  Eliz.  a) 
all  Jesuits  and  seminary  priests  were  banished  from  the 
country  on  pain  of  death.  The  maintenance  of  any  such 
person  was  made  felony,  and  any  English  subject  then 
being  educated  abroad  at  a  Jesidt  school,  who  should  not 
return  and  taJre  the  oath  of  supremacy  within  a  specified 
time,  was  to  be  held  guilty  of  high  treason. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that  measures  so  sweeping 
and  penalties  so  tremendous  as  these  would  have  rendered 
the  queen  and  the  Eeformation  settlement  secura  But 
Eabington's  plot  showed  that  so  long  as  Mary  lived,  men 
would  be  found  ready  to  risk  their  own  lives  in  the  attempt 
to  destroy  the  heretic  who  barred  the  way  to  the  succession 
of  the  Papist  queen  and  the  dominance  of  Eome.  The 
queen's  advisers  were  more  than  ever  convinced  that  in 
the  death  of  Mary  lay  their  only  hope  of  safety,  and  yet 
Mary's  death  meant  open  war  with  Spain.  In  the  face 
of  so  tenible  a  risk — a   risk  which  Elizabeth   ever  since 

'  For  the  interpretation  put  upon  this  Act,  see  Udall'a  trial  (p.  449). 


yGoosle 


1  Inlroduction. 

her  accession  had  been  scheming  to  avoid — it  was  no  wonder 
that  she  hesitated  long.  At  length,  hoTPever,  she  gave 
way  to  the  pressure  of  the  Council,  the  Parliament  (p.  109), 
and  the  bulk  of  the  nation,  and  Mary  was  tried  and  exe- 
cuted under  the  Act  of  1585  (p.  141).  A  year  after  her 
execution  ca,nio  the  great  crisis  of  the  reign.  The  Spanish 
invasion  was  successfully  withstood,  but  Parliament  did 
not  relax  its  efforts.  The  danger  from  abroad  had  for  the 
present  passed  away,  but  the  enemy  within  the  land,  though 
greatly  weakened,  was  still  formidable.  An  Act  of  the 
year  1593  completes  the  tale  of  Elizabeth's  penal  laws. 
The  first  statute  of  the  year  (35  EUe.  i)  was  primarily 
aimed  against  Protestant  sectaries,  but  the  second  (35 
Eliz.  2)  was  expressly  directed  against  Popish  recusants. 
Such  persons  were  henceforward  forbidden  to  travel  more 
than  five  miles  from  their  homes,  and  the  poorer  classes 
of  offenders  were  banished  from  the  realm,  while  any  one 
suspected  of  being  a  Jesuit  or  seminary  piiest,  and  refusing 
to  answer  to  the  charge,  could  be  imprisoned  till  he  would 
submit  to  examination. 

The  gradually  increasing  severity  of  these  laws  seems  to 
show  that  during  Elizabeth's  lifetime  the  fears  of  the 
Protestant  majority  grew  with  the  diminishing  numbers 
of  their  opponents.  Hor  is  there  anything  unreasonable 
in  this,  for  as  the  chances  of  a  general  rising  dwindled, 
the  fanatiea]  minority  were  driven  into  yet  more  desperate 
courses,  and  were  led  to  attempt  by  murder  what  they 
could  not  hope  to  gain  by  open  rebellion.  The  safety 
of  the  country  bung  upon  a  single  life,  and  any  measures 
tending  to  the  pi-olongation  of  that  life  seemed  justifiable. 
But  when  by  the  execution  of  Mary  the  safety  of  the 
Protestant  succession  was  secured,  when  the  defeat  of  the 
Armada  had  relieved  the  country  from  the  fear  of  Spanish 
invasion,  and  still  moi-e  when  the  crown  had  peacefully 
descended  to  the  Protestant  heir,  the  continuance  of  such 
severity  may  well  have  appeared  unnecessary  and  therefore 
impolitic     King  James  began  his  reign  with  &  genuine 
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desire  to  relieve  hia  Eomanist  subjects  of  at  least  some 
portion  of  the  intolerable  oppression  from  which  they 
suffered.  In  hia  first  speech  to  Parliament  (p.  283)  he 
held  out  hopes  of  a  compromise,  and,  so  far  as  in  him  lay, 
relaxed  the  severity  of  the  laws.  Pailiament,  it  is  true, 
■was  by  no  means  willing  to  see  its  legislative  work  undone 
by  the  dispensing  power,  and  passed  an  Act  (i  Jac,  I,  4) 
confirming  the  penal  statutes  of  the  previous  reign.  Still 
the  execution  of  the  laws  depended  on  the  crown,  and 
toleration  would  probably  have  received  unprecedented  ex- 
tension, had  not  the  Gunpowder  Plot  rudely  startled  the 
king  from  his  attitude  of  tolerant  composure  and  driven 
the  Parliament  to  take  measures  in  some  respects  more 
violent  than  any  that  had  hitherto  been  adopted.  The 
laws  of  Elizabeth  excluded  the  conscientious  Komaniat  from 
politics  and  the  Universities,  as  well  as  from  the  edu- 
cational and  legal  professions ;  they  forbade  the  exercise 
of  his  religion  and  banished  his  ministers  from  the  realm. 
The  laws  of  James  went  further :  they  not  only  heightened 
the  penalties  and  multiplied  the  public  disabilities  under 
which  Popish  recusants  lay,  but  they  interfered  with  the 
relafions  of  domestic  and  private  life. 

An  Act  of  the  year  1606  (3^4  Jac.  I.  4)  obliged  the 
popish  recusant,  under  heavy  penalties,  not  merely  to 
attend  church,  but  to  receive  the  sacrament  yearly  according 
to  the  Anglican  rite.  It  enabled  the  king  to  seize  two- 
thirds  of  the  offender's  lands,  not  only  (as  under  the  Act 
of  1587)  in  default  of  the  pecuniary  fine,  but  whenever 
he  saw  fit  to  do  so.  It  imposed  a  new  oath,  more  stringent 
than  that  of  Supremacy,  known  as  the  oath  of  allegiance, 
and  it  rendered  liable  to  the  penalties  of  praemunire,  that 
is,  to  outlawry  and  forfeiture,  any  recusant  who  should 
twice  refuse  this  oath.  It  extended  the  punishment  of 
death  for  conversion  to  Eomanism,  already  imposed  on 
the  agent,  to  the  convert  himself.  Another  Act  of  the 
same  session  (3  &  4  Jac.  I.  5),  intended  to  facilitate  the 
ex^cutioD  of  thes$  law^,  offered  a  large  bribe  to  any  ■^'^^ 
da 
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should  disclose  the  names  of  recusants  or  other  offenders. 
It  banished  recusants  from  court,  and,  except  under  special 
conditions,  from  the  city  of  London.  It  debarred  them 
from  the  legal  and  medical  professions,  from  poets  in  the 
army  and  the  navy,  and  from  the  lower  public  ofSces.  It 
inflicted  severe  penalties  on  the  Romanist  wife  of  a  Pro- 
testant husband,  and  punished  marriage,  baptism,  or  burial 
performed  by  other  rites  than  those  of  the  English  church. 
It  handed  over  the  inheritance  of  recusants  educated  abroad 
to  the  Protestant  next  of  kin.  It  deprived  recusants  of 
their  ecclesiastical  patronage,  it  debarred  them  from  acting 
as  trustees  or  guardians,  it  violated  the  very  privacy  of 
their  dwellings  by  authorizing  the  justices  of  the  peace 
to  search  them  for  Popish  books  and  relics,  and  it  took 
away  from  them  all  arms  beyond  the  minimum  requisite 
for  self-defence.  Finally,  an  Act  of  1610  {7  &  8  Jac,  I.  6), 
extended  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1606.  The  oath  of 
flUegiance  was  now  made  incumbent  not  only  upon  recu- 
sants but  upon  all  persons  of  whatsoever  rank  or  description, 
under  the  penalty  of  exclusion  from  places  of  trust  and 
from  all  the  liberal  professions,  while  the  husband  of  a  re- 
cusant was  subjected  to  the  alternative  of  paying  a  heavy 
fine  or  of  seeing  his  wife  torn  from  him  and  imprisoned 
tOI  she  should  conform. 

However  eager  in  the  cause  of  persecution  the  govern- 
ment might  have  been,  the  inherent  difficulty  of  putting 
into  action  a  coercive  and  inquisitorial  system  of  such 
minuteness  and  universality  would  have  rendered  it  prac- 
tically impossible  to  carry  out  the  law.  Ho  doubt  these 
merely  physical  obstacles  had  much  to  do  with  the  slackness 
of  the  administration,  but  its  energies  were  benumbed  by 
moral  reluctance,  arising  from  -various  motives  of  foreign 
and  domestic  policy,  and  from  the  personal  disinclination 
of  the  king.  Hence  a  constant  source  of  friction  which 
hampered  the  relations  of  crown  and  Parliament  throughout 
the  reign.  The  fear  of  excessive  lenity,  amounting  to 
a  practical  suspension  of  the  laws,  called  forth  the  strongest 


yGoosle 


The  Church  and  the  Puritans-  liii 

expression  of  opinion  (p.  290)  toucliing  the  limitation 
of  royal  power  which  is  to  be  found  in  that  remai-kable 
document,  the  Apology  of  1604.  The  laxity  of  gOTernment 
in  this  respect  heads  the  list  of  religious  grievances  in  the 
petition  of  1610  (p,  300),  and  it  is  dwelt  upon  at  length 
in  the  first  petition  of  1621  (p.  307).  The  complications 
of  James'  diplomacy  in  the  latter  year  necessitated  a  policy 
of  toleration  which  roused  all  the  old  anxieties  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  the  persistence  of  that  body  in  its  demands 
(p.  311)  led  to  an  open  breach, witi  the  king.  That  there 
was  good  ground  for  Protestant  fears  is  clear  from  the 
instructions  issued  to  the  judges  in  1622  (p.  422),  Even 
■without  so  overt  a  declaration  of  indulgence  as  this,  it 
was  obviously  easy  for  the  government  to  mitigate  the 
rigour  of  the  law.  Parliament  might  legislate  as  it  pleased, 
but  petitions  and  remoi^trances  were  far  from  being  ade- 
quate to  enforce  stiictness  or  hinder  evasion,  and  the  lot 
of  Romanists  was  no  doubt  less  intolerable  than  a  mere 
sLu-vey  of  the  law  would  lead  us  to  suppose.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  religious  tests  were  seldom  exacted  and  that 
the  disabilities  were  often  foi^otten  in  cases  where  the 
oaths  had  been  taken  and  political  submission  made. 
Kevei'theless,  with  all  deductions,  the  penal  code  imposed 
limitations  upon  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  subject, 
both  public  and  private,  which  the  deepest  conviction  of 
danger  to  the  State  can  hardly  justify. 


(e)  The  Church,  the  Puritans,  and  the  sects. 
The  condition  of  the  Protestant  nonconformists,  though 
exposed  to  serious  inconveniences,  was  a  long  way  from 
being  so  painful  as  that  of  the  Romanists.  The  penalties 
and  disabilities  imposed  upon  the  former  were  far  less  severe, 
they  were  not  being  constantly  increased  by  legislation,  and 
they  were  less  dependent  on  circumstances  beyond  their  own 
control.  The  troubles  of  the  English  Eomanists  were  to 
a  great  extent  due  to  the  action  of  the  Pope,  the  Jesuits,  and 
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the  King  of  Spain :  those  of  the  Puritans  were  largely  of 
their  own  making,  and  were  due  to  divergences  of  doctrine 
or  opinion  less  significant  in  themselves  than  those  which 
divided  Eomanists  and  Protestants.  But  here  again  we  are 
struck  by  the  fusion  of  religious  and  political  questions, 
a  fusion  which  does  not  appear  so  early  as  in  the  struggle 
with  Rome,  but  which,  in  the  results  which  it  eventually 
produced,  became  even  more  important. 

At  the  outset  of  Elizabeth's  reign  the  Act  of  Supremacy 
was  welcomed  by  all  Protestants  alike,  and  the  Praycr-Book 
was  regarded  with  favour  as  substituting  a  purer  form  of 
worship  for  the  breviary  and  the  mass.  But  dissatisfaction 
soon  began  to  show  itself  among  that  advanced  section  of 
Protestants  which  was  most  strongly  imbued  with  foreign 
ideas.  As  early  as  1563,  objections  were  raised  to  certain 
ceremonial  observances  and  restraints  used  in  the  Church, 
which  seemed  to  savour  of  popery,  and  a  proposal  to  give 
effect  to  these  objections  was  rejected  in  the  lower  house  of 
Convocation  by  a  bare  majority  of  one  {p.  191).  Seldomhas 
a  single  vote  been  more  important.  Beaten  in  the  assembly, 
the  malcontents  took  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  and  in 
their  parochial  ministrations  omitted  to  observe  the  rubrics 
or  to  use  the  forms  of  prayer  which  they  disliked.  To  check 
these  irregularities,  Parker  and  his  colleagues  issued  the  body 
of  directions  known  as  the  Advertisements  (p.  191).  The 
attempt  to  enforce  these  rules  led  to  the  resignation  of  some 
thirty  per  cent,  of  the  London  clergy  and  of  many  others 
elsewhere.  But  the  tide  of  Protestant  fervour,  naturally 
running  in  the  direction  of  violent  antagonism  to  Rome,  was 
too  strong  for  the  bishops.  The  tenets  of  the  Puritans,  aa 
the  reformers  were  now  called  (p,  195),  spread  far  and  wide. 
The  laity,  unable  to  find  contentment  in  the  authorized 
services  of  the  Church,  began  to  meet  in  'conventicles'  of 
their  own,  thus  coming  into  collision  with  the  spirit,  if  not 
the  letter,  of  the  law. 

Thus  arose  the  'vestiarian  controversy,' a  dispute  which 
raged  apparently  round  outward  symbols,  but  which  really 
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turned  on  grave  differences  of  opinion  (p.  199).  For  some 
ten  years  after  Elizabeth's  accession,  this  movement  went  on 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Church.  There  was  little  sign  of 
a  tendency  to  schism,  or  of  a  desire  to  overthrow  the  exist- 
ing ecclesiastical  system.  But  about  the  year  1570,  just 
when  the  publication  of  the  Papal  bull  rendered  the  conflict 
with  Eome  irreconcilable,  the  dispute  with  the  advanced 
wing  of  Protestantism  entered  upon  a  new  and  more  acute 
stage.  The  principles  of  church- government  advocated  by 
Calvin  were  not  the  necessary  outcome  of  his  religious  teach- 
ing, but  the  adoption  of  one  half  of  the  master's  views  natur- 
ally led  his  disciples  to  support  the  other.  Moreover  it  was 
dear  that  the  chief  obstacle  to  the  spread  of  Calvinistic  doc- 
trines in  this  country  was  the  existence  of  a  hierarchy  hostile 
to  the  school  of  Geneva.  Thus  respect  for  a  great  teacher 
combined  with  the  exigencies  of  the  situation  to  foster 
Presbyterian  views,  and  led  a  large  section  of  the  Puritan 
party  to  attack  the  bishops.  The  new  doctrines  were  openly 
preached  by  Cartwright  and  others  (p.  196),  at  Cambridge 
and  elsewhere,  and  were  urged  in  able  but  extravagant 
pamphlets  such  as  the  two  Admonitions  to  Parhament 
(p.  198).  About  the  same  time  great  encouragement  was 
given  to  the  Calvinists  by  the  triumph  of  their  organization 
in  Scotland,  and  the  first  Book  of  Discipline  (pp.  247,  248), 
in  which  that  system  had  been  set  forth  some  ten  years 
earlier,  was  adopted  by  Cart^vright  as  the  manifesto  of  his 
party.  This  was  a  step  fraught  with  grave  political  conse- 
quences, and  brought  Cartwright  and  his  followers  into 
direct  collision  with  the  crown.  The  resistance  of  the 
Puritans  to  the  queen's  Injunctions  was  an  act  of  insubor- 
dination which  could  hardly  be  passed  over,  but  the  anti- 
episcopal  doctrines  of  Presbyterianism  involved  an  overt 
attack  on  the  ecclesiastical  supremacy,  while  its  democratic 
tendencies  threatened  the  stability  of  the  State. 

It  is  therefore  not  surprising  that  at  this  juncture  the  queen 

.    interfered.     She  allowed  an  Act  (13  Eliz.  12)  to  be  passed 

sanctioning  the  Thirty-nine  Articles  and  empowering  the 
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bishops  to  impose  a  recognition  of  them  on  all  ministers. 
She  issued  a  proclamation  (p,  zo8),  straitly  charging  the 
ecclesiastical  authoiities  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of 
Uniformity.  She  endeavoured  to  suppress  the  '  esercisos ' 
(p.  204),  or  assemblies  for  the  purposes  of  religious  discussion, 
which  had  come  Into  fashion  in  many  dioceses.  These  meet- 
ings (pp.  202-208),  in  which  originally  the  clergy  alone  took 
part,  but  to  which  the  laity  were  subsequently  admitted,  first 
33  hearers  only,  afterwards  as  speakers,  afforded  excellent 
opportunities  for  the  spread  of  Puritanical  and  Presbyterian 
doctrines,  and  for  calling  attention  to  abuses  in  the  Church. 
That  such  abuses  existed,  there  is  only  too  much  evidence  to 
prove.  Complaints  of  a  want  of  learning  in  the  ministry,  of 
pluralities  and  non-residence,  are  frequent  throughout  the 
period  (pp.  2ig,  218,  301,  414).  The  regularity  with  which 
they  recur,  in  parliamentary  and  other  petitions,  seems  to 
show  that  the  remedial  measures  of  Convocation  (pp.  200, 
202,  222,  226),  whOe  recognizing  these  evils,  met  with  but 
little  success.  Parliament  attempted  to  legislate  on  the 
subject,  and  the  queen  only  evaded  the  pressure  by  promis- 
ing (pp.  2o(j,  210)  to  take  the  burden  of  reform  upon  her 
own  shoulders. 

About  the  year  1583  came  another  change.  It  was  the 
year  in  which  Whitgift  succeeded  to  the  archbishopric 
(p,  211).  This  event  nearly  coincided  with  the  first  open 
attempts  to  establish  the  Presbyterian  organization  in  this 
country,  and  vriththe  appearance  of  Independency.  During 
the  rule  of  Grindal,  himself  more  than  half  a  Puritan, 
advanced  doctrines  had  gained  ground  apace.  The  Privy 
Council  and  the  House  of  Commons  sympathized  with  and 
encouraged  the  exercises  (pp.  206,  318).  The  archbishop 
gave  them  his  sanction  and  regulated  their  proceedings 
(p.  204),  The  queen  ordered  him  to  suppress  them  (p,  205), 
but  apparently  her  orders  were  disregarded,  and  the  arch- 
bishop's reluctance  to  obey  was  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  his 
suspension.  Puritanism  easily  led  to  Presbyterianism.  In  . 
the  year  1582  a  synod  of  Calvinistic  ministers  adopted  the 
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second  and  fuller  Book  of  Discipline,  published  in  1378,  and 
set  about  carrying  its  principles  into  practice.  Scattered 
presbyteries  had  for  some  time  been  in  existence.  These 
were  now,  in  various  parts  of  the  country,  combined  in  the 
wider  organization  called  a  'classis'  (p.  248).  Had  this 
system  been  allowed  to  spi"ead  a  little  more  widely,  it  would 
have  gone  hard  with  the  Church  of  England,  About  the 
same  time,  doctrines  even  more  subversive  of  the  Church 
and  the  ecclesiastical  supremacy  began  to  he  promulgated 
by  Browne,  Barrow  and  others,  whose  disciples,  afterwards 
known  as  Independents,  were  at  first  called  after  the  names 
of  their  leaders.  If  the  establishment  of  presbyteries,  classes, 
and  synods  threatened  the  episcopalian  system,  the  theory 
that  every  congregation  of  Christian  men  formed  a  separate 
church  and  should  be  free  to  govern  itself  as  it  pleased 
(p.  223),  left  no  place  at  all  forthe  bishops  or  for  the  exercise 
of  royal  anthority  in  matters  ecclesiastical. 

In  selecting  Whitgift  as  Grindal's  successor,  the  queen 
had  chosen  a  man  of  undaunted  courage  and  rigid  orthodoxy. 
If  the  nonconformists  w^ere  to  he  suppressed,  she  could 
hardly  have  found  an  instrument  better  suited  to  her  purpose. 
But,  though  he  was  strongly  supported  by  the  queen,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Privy  Council,  the  task  before  him  w^as 
no  easy  one.  The  articles  (p.  31 1)  issued  immediately  after 
his  succession,  insisting  on  subserlptioa  to  the  Prayer-Book 
and  all  the  Thirty-nine  Articles,  were  regarded  by  many 
as  going  beyond  the  law.  The  questions  which  be  drew  up, 
in  order  to  prevent  evasion  and  discover  the  least  deviation 
from  orthodoxy,  were  condemned  even  byBurghley  (p.  213), 
The  House  of  Commons  took  up  the  cause  of  the  deprived 
ministers,  and,  while  catling  attention  to  abuses  in  the 
Church,  recommended  greater  leniency  in  dealing  with  the 
Puritan  clergy.  The  severity  of  the  bishops  and  the  High 
,  and  the  insolence  of  minor  officials,  gave 
1  to  call  in  question  the  legality  of  their  proceedings, 
the  use  of  excommunication,  and  the  oath  '  ex  officio  '  (pp. 
215-218).     The  house  even  went  so  far  as  to  advocate  apian 
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under  which  the  authority  of  the  bishops  in  ordination 
should  not  be  eserciaed  without  the  co-operation  of  a  certain 
number  of  the  inferior  clergy  (p.  216),  The  Presbyterian 
tendency  of  this  recommendation  appears  more  plainly  in 
a  petition  presented  about  the  same  time  to  the  queen 
{p.  219).  This  petition,  which  openly  proposed  to  substitute 
the  authority  of  synods  or  diocesan  associates  for  that  of  the 
bishops,  went  further  than  the  Commons  w^ere  at  that  tinae 
inclined  to  go,  but  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that,  if  the 
measures  advocated  by  the  lower  house  had  been  supported 
by  the  Lords,  the  episcopal  system  might  haye  been  pro- 
foundly modified.  The  Privy  Council  was  itself  divided. 
Some  of  its  members,  like  KnoUys  and  Mildmay,  were 
Puritans  by  conviction ;  others,  like  Leicester,  appear  to 
have  advocated  a  new  reformation  with  a  view  to  further 
plunder.  The  queen,  however,  stood  firm.  The  suptemaey 
over  the  Church  was  her  ovni  and  she  refused  to  share  it 
(p.  222).  In  all  her  long  and  trying  reign,  she  probably 
never  showed  a  cooler  courage  and  more  masculine  self- 
reliance  than  in  this  crisis,  when,  hemmed  in  by  dangers  at 
home  and  abroad,  with  a  war  for  very  existence  in  prospect, 
and  threatened  with  daily  plots  against  her  life,  she  resisted, 
almost  unaided,  the  pressure  of  Parliament  and  council, 
backed  by  a  growing  party  in  the  State,  and  defended  the 
Church  from  a  second  revolution. 

During  the  last  years  of  Elizabeth's  reign  there  were  some 
signs  of  reaction.  The  attacks  on  the  bishops  continued,  and 
even  became  more  violent^  culminating  in  the  Marprelate 
libels  (p.  325)  about  the  year  1588.  But  the  virulence  of 
the  sectaries  overshot  the  mart.  The  danger  of  disunion 
in  the  face  of  foreign  invasion  forced  itself  upon  thinking 
men.  Parliament,  though  still  anxious  for  ecclesiastical 
legislation,  and  with  difficulty  restrained  by  the  personal 
influence  of  the  queen  (pp.  120,  125,  iz6),  emphatically  dis- 
sociated itself  from  the  schismatics  in  the  Act  of  1593 
(35  Eliz.  i).  This  Act,  expressly  aimed  at  'seditious  sectaries 
and  disloyal  persona '  (§  i),  punished  with  banishment  and 
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even  death  (§  2)  the  frequenters  of  conventicles  and  other 
assailants  of  the  ecclesiastical  supremacy.  It  seems  to  have 
been  successful  for  the  time.  Many  sectaries  fled  the 
country  ;  a  few  suffered  death  ;  and  for  the  rest  of  the 
reign  the  Church  vras,  comparatively  speaking,  left  in  peace. 
It  is  possible  that  this  lull  was  partially  due  to  the  influence 
of  Hooker,  the  first  four  books  of  whose  great  work  appeared 
ill  1594  (p-  245).  It  is  difficult  to  believe  that  no  effect  was 
produced  hy  his  learned  and  judicious  advocacy  of  the 
Anglican  system,  and  still  more  by  his  elevated  and 
impersonal  tone  of  controversy,  so  far  superior  to  that  of 
the  majority,  at  least,  of  his  contemporaries. 

On  the  accession  of  James  I  the  conflict  broke  out  anew. 
The  hopes  which  the  Puritans  had  nourished  were  doomed 
to  disappointment.  What  these  hopes  were  may  be  gathered 
from  the  Millenary  Petition  (p.  413).  This  petition,  it 
should  be  remembered,  did  not  emanate  from  the  Pres- 
byterians, the  Independents,  or  any  of  the  more  schismatieal 
sects.  It  was  signed  by  persons  who  repudiated  all  sympathy 
with  factious  and  schismatieal  parties  and  were  anxious 
to  remain  members  of  the  Church  of  England.  Their 
principal  demands  may  he  grouped  under  three  or  four 
heads.  They  asked,  first,  for  a  purification  of  ritual,  and 
for  the  omission  of  practices  which  they  regarded  as  relics 
of  popery ;  next,  for  the  withdrawal  of  those  stringent 
regulations  touching  subscription  to  the  articles  which 
excluded  many  conscientious  ministers  from  the  Church ; 
thirdly,  for  the  abolition  of  various  abuses,  such  as  plu- 
ralities and  'commendams ;'  and  lastly,  for  a  reform  of 
the  ecclesiastical  courts,  with  restrictions  on  excommuni- 
cation and  the  '  ex  officio'  oath.  The  Hampton  Court  Con- 
ference, held  shortly  after  the  presentation  of  this  petition, 
arrived  at  certain  conclusions  (p.  416)  which  recognized  the 
desirability  of  reform,  but  produced  no  practical  results. 
James,  while  presiding  at  the  conference,  made  no  secret 
of  his  own  bias.  In  his  speech  at  the  opening  of  his  first 
Parliament,   he  clubbed  all  Protestant  nonconformists  to- 
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gether  as  'Puritans  and  Novelists'  (p.  283),  and  told  them 
plainly  they  must  expect  no  toleration.  It  was  in  vain 
that  Parliament  (p.  285)  supported  the  petitioning  ministers. 
James  replied  by  a  proclamation  (p.  420),  in  which  his 
resolution  to  enforce  a  strict  conformity  was  expressed  in 
no  doubtful  terms.  The  Puritans  w^ere  allowed  a  brief 
period  of  grace,  and  six  months  later  Bancroft,  the  new 
archbishop,  who  trod  in  "Whitgift'a  steps,  ordered  the  decree 
of  deprivation  to  be  carried  into  effect. 

Henceforward  the  conflict,  thus  begun,  continued  without 
any  real  pause,  until  it  ended,  for  a  time,  in  the  overthrow 
of  the  Church,  The  old  demands,  so  often  reiterated,  appear 
again  in  the  parliamentary  petitions  of  1610  (pp.  300,  302). 
The  king,  convinced  that  concession  would  only  expose 
the  bishops  to  further  attack,  and  that  the  very  existence 
of  the  monarchy  was  bound  up  with  the  episcopal  system, 
turned  a  deaf  ear  to  all  such  prayers.  His  obstinacy  was 
partly  instrumental  in  bringing  to  an  untimely  end  the 
financial  treaty  known  as  the  Great  Contract ',  an  arrange- 
ment which  would  have  been  as  beneficial  to  him  as  to 
the  country  at  large.  It  is  here  that  the  religious  question 
becomes  fused  with  the  political.  The  refusal  of  the  king 
to  grant  redress  for  ecclesiastical  grievances  was  answered 
by  Parliament  with  a  refusal  or  at  least  a  stinting  of  supply. 
The  question  of  church  reform  was  practically  inseparable 
from  two  other  questions,  that  of  the  execution  of  the  penal 
laws  and  that  of  the  poKticaJ  povper  of  the  bishops.  The 
former  has  already  been  discussed :  of  the  temper  of  the 
Commons  regarding  the  latt«r,  their  angry  remonstrances 
against  Bishop  Thornborough  in  1604,  and  Bishop  Keile 
in  1614,  are  striking  illustrations.  On  several  occasions 
the  bishops  showed  themselves  warm  and  indiscreet  sup- 
porters of  the  prerogative.  In  160O,  it  can  hardly  be 
doubted  that  their  influence  had  much  to  do  with  the 
failure  of  the  bill  to  limit  the  power  of  Convocation  {abov^ 
p.  xxxv).  Again,  in  1614,  they  were  mainly  instrumentai 
'  Gardiner,  Hist,  of  England,  ii.  84,  107. 
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in  procuring  the  rejection  by  the  Lords  of  a  proposal  from 
the  Lower  House  for  a  conference  on  the  burning  question 
of  indirect  taxation.  The  bishops  were  strictly  witiiin 
their  legal  rights,  but  their  conduct  on  this  occasion  was 
resented  by  the  Commoas  as  an  unwarrantable  interterence 
in  a  purely  political  dispute.  The  idea  involved  in  this 
objection  is  harfly  compatible  with  the  political  control 
claimed,  and  elsewhere  exercised,  by  Presbyterian  divines. 

Thus  religious  and  political  motives  combined  to  urge 
upon  the  representatives  of  the  nation  the  necessity  of 
radical  ecclesiastical  change.  At  one  end  ot  the  scale  stand 
the  religious  demands  of  conscientious  Puritans ;  at  the 
other  the  technical  objections  of  the  lawyers  and  the  de- 
structive aims  of  partisans  who  had  purely  political  objects 
in  view.  But  between  these  parties  there  is  no  clear  line 
to  be  drawn :  many  men  were  at  once  Puritans  and  poli- 
ticians ;  the  different  sections  of  the  attacking  force  helped 
and  strengthened  each  other,  and  the  storm  they  raised  beat 
upon  the  Church  till  it  fell.  When  in  1641  Archbishop 
Williams  and  his  more  moderate  colleagues  tried  to  appease 
the  Commons  by  proposing  reforms  vrhich  would  have  been 
welcomed  thirty  years  before,  it  was  too  lata  The  anti- 
episcopal  party  had  a  majority,  though  not  a  large  majority, 
in  the  Long  Parliament.  This  party  carried  the  Act  (16 
Car.  I.  27)  which  deprived  the  bishops  of  their  political 
rights,  and  in  the  effort  to  prevent  their  '  root  and  branch' 
extinction  Charles  and  his  ParKament  came  to  blows. 


ni. 

PAELtAMBNT, 

The  legislative  importance  of  Parliament  during  the 
sixteenth  century  was,  as  has  been  already  said,  very  great, 
and  it  w^s  certainly  not  less  under  Elizabeth  than  under 
her  predecessors.  But  in  the  sphere  of  the  executive  that 
influence  cannot  be  said  to  have  gone  far,  and  it  was  by 
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no  means  continuously  exercised.  Elizabeth,  during  her 
long  reign  of  forty-five  years,  summoned  ten  Parliaments, 
which  held  in  all  thirteen  sessions.  Parliament  met  there- 
fore, on  the  average,  about  once  in  every  three  and  a  half 
years.  The  longest  interval  was  that  between  the  second 
and  third  sessions  of  her  fourth  Parliament,  when  nearly 
five  years  elapsed  (March  15,  I57e-Jaii.  16,  1581),  Longer 
intervals  had  however  occurred  in  the  reign  oi  her  father, 
and  were  to  occur  again  in  those  of  her  two  successors. 
In  the  aggregate  the  sessions  of  her  Parlianients  (including 
short  adjournments),  lasted  nearly  three  years,  giving  an 
avei-age  of  rather  more  than  three  weeks  per  annum.  How- 
ever necessary  an  element  of  the  constitution  Parliament 
may  have  been,  it  would  be  a  stretch  of  language  to  call 
such  a  system  parliamentary  government. 

James  I,  in  his  reign  of  twenty-two  years,  summoned 
four  Parliaments,  which  held,  in  all,  eight  sessions.  In 
the  aggregate  they  cover  nearly  as  long  a  time  as  the 
parliamentary  sessions  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  and  give  an 
average  of  more  than  six  weeks  per  annum.  But  they 
are  less  evenly  distributed  than  those  of  Ehzabeth.  During 
the  first  eight  years  of  James'  reign,  Parliament  met  no 
less  than  five  times,  but  between  1610  and  1621  it  met 
only  once,  and  the  Parliament  of  1614  was  barren  ot  legis- 
lation. It  might  be  gathered  from  this  circumstance,  even 
if  we  had  not  more  conclusive  evidence  elsewhere,  that 
James'  relations  with  his  Parliaments  were  less  harmonious 
after  1610  than  before  that  date. 

The  legislative  work  of  the  two  reigns  is  not  in  propor- 
tion to  the  duration  of  their  parliamentary  sessions.  The 
statutes  of  Elizabeth  are  not  only  considerable  in  bulk,  but 
in  many  cases  are  of  great  political,  ecclesiastical,  and  social 
importance,  striking  out  new  lines  of  policy  which  were 
to  be  foUowed  for  generations.  The  legislation  of  James  I 
did  little  more,  except  in  regard  to  the  Union,  than  follow 
out  the  lines  laid  down  by  his  predecessor.  His  Parlia- 
ments spent  much  more  time  in  the   defence   of   their 
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privileges  and  in  diacuasions  which  led  to  no  immediate 
legislative  results.  It  does  not  follow  from  this  that  their 
work,  regarded  from  the  constitutional  point  of  view,  is 
less  deserving  of  attention.  In  the  time  of  James  I  it 
was  more  essential  to  assert  constitutional  principle  and 
to  maintain  parliamentary  rights,  than  to  pass  new  laws 
or  to  create  new  institutions. 


(a)  (hmposition  of  Parliament :  election  of  the  Speaker. 

The  control  of  the  crown  over  Parliament  depended,  in 
the  first  place,  on  its  right  to  summon,  prorogue,  and  dis- 
solve the  national  assembly  at  pleasure.  This  right  was 
undisputed  before  the  reign  of  Charlea  I,  and  was  expressly 
asserted  by  Elizabeth  with  her  usual  vigour  (p.  135).  Its 
importance  ia  too  obvious  to  require  pointing  out.  In  the 
nest  place,  the  composition  of  Parliament  was  largely 
dependent  on  the  will  of  the  sovereign.  This  was  espe- 
cially the  case  in  the  Upper  House.  The  bishops  were 
the  nominees  of  the  crown,  and  composed  nearly  a  third 
of  that  body.  The  temporal  peers  were  few  in  number — 
under  Elizabeth  they  appear  never  to  have  exceeded  sixty 
— and  they  were  mostly  new  creations,  owing  their  position 
to  the  sovereign  and  a  large  part  of  their  posisessions 
to  the  Eeformafion.  Although,  when  once  summoned,  the 
hereditary  nature  of  their  privilege  might  tend  to  mate 
them  independent,  new  peers  could  at  any  time  be  created. 
From  a  body  so  composed,  not  much  opposition  was  to  be 
feared.  James  I  was  less  chary  than  Elizabeth  in  creating 
peers,  but  during  bis  reign,  at  all  events,  the  Upper  House 
maintained  towards  the  Bovereign  a  complaisant,  if  not 
a  subservient  attitude. 

As  it  was  the  right  of  the  crown  to  call  new  members 
to  the  House  of  Lords,  so  it  was  also  in  its  power  to  enlarge 
the  numbers  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  Tudors  made 
a  full  use  of  this  prerogative.  During  their  time  the 
numbers  of  the  Lower  House  were  nearly  doubled,  Eliza- 
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beth  herself  adding  no  less  tlian  sixty-two  new  members. 
Jamea  did  not  go  so  far  in  this  direction  as  his  predecessor, 
but  he  did  his  share,  with  the  result  that,  if  we  exclude 
the  Scotch  and  Irish  members,  the  House  of  Commons, 
at  the  end  of  hia  reign,  was  nearly  as  large  as  it  is  now. 
The  new  members,  with  the  exception  of  those  from  the 
Welsh  counties  added  by  Henry  VIII,  came  entirely  from 
the  boroughs.  Many  of  them  represented  small  towns, 
which  would  more  properly  bo  styled  Tillages,  in  remote 
parts  of  the  countiy,  such  as  Cornwall,  where  royal  in- 
fluence might  be  exerted  without  much  fear  of  detection. 
That  such  pressure  was  brought  to  bear  seems  proved  by 
sufficient  evidence,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that 
elections  in  general  took  place  under  conditioi^  lite  those 
which  prevailed  in  the  eighteenth  eenturj^.  It  Is  true  that 
general  directions  w^ere  occasionally  issued  to  sheriffs  and 
others  respecting  the  class  of  persona  to  be  nominated 
(pp.  280,  441),  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  influence 
exercised  by  local  magnates  on  parliamentary  elections, 
both  in  town  and  country,  had  always  been  considerable, 
and  so  long  as  the  influential  classes  were  on  the  side  of 
the  government,  it  is  unnece^ary  to  go  further  to  find 
an  explanation  of  the  fact  that  the  Tudor  Parliaments  in 
general  supported  the  crovm.  That  the  Stewarfs,  with 
just  tho  same  power  and  opportunities,  failed  to  attain 
similar  results,  may  be  held  to  imply  that  the  government 
exercised  little  direct  control  oTer  the  elections.  Cases 
of  fraud  and  bribery  occasionally  occur,  as  for  instance, 
at  Westbury  in  1571  (p.  132),  and  at  Cardigan  and  Shrews- 
bury in  1604  {p.  331),  but  so  far  as  the  records  go,  these 
affairs  appear  to  have  originated  in  nothing  more  important 
than  personal  ambition  and  local  intrigue.  The  main 
reason  for  the  large  increase  in  the  number  of  borough-seats 
is  probably  to  be  found  in  the  growing  prosperity  of  the 
country  and  in  the  reliance  which  the  Tudors  placed  on 
the  commercial  and  industrial  classes.  That  these  classes 
must  have  largely  profited  by  the  change  ia  obvious,  but 
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this  gain  was  shared  with  others.  It  was  probably  owing 
to  the  difficulty  of  finding  men  of  sufficient  standing  and 
education  to  represent  the  smaller  places,  that  the  statute 
of  1413?  which  confined  the  passive  franchise  to  residents, 
had  been  allowed  to  become  obsolete.  The  result  was  that 
a  large  number  of  lawyers  found  their  way  into  the  Lower 
House,  and  formed  an  influential  section  of  the  Elizabethan 
and  Jacobean  Parliaments.  The  interests  of  these  legal 
members,  like  those  of  the  merchants  and  traders,  were 
bound  up  with  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order.  So  long, 
therefore,  aa  the  crown  remained  the  safeguard  of  these 
interests,  they  were  firm  in  its  support.  But  when  the 
sovereign  deserted  their  cause,  and  by  straining  or  overriding 
the  law  undermined  the  foundations  of  public  order,  the 
lawyers  in  particular  turned  against  him.  In  their  ranks 
were  to  be  found  during  the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth 
century  many  of  the  boldest  and  most  eloquent  opponents 
of  arbitrary  prerogative. 

When  Parliament  met  it  was  at  a  great  disadvantage  as 
gainst  the  government,  owing  to  its  want  of  organization. 
The  comparative  rarity  of  its  meetings  prevented  its  mem- 
bers from  knowing  each  other,  and  hindered  the  formation 
of  the  habit  of  united  action  under  recognized  leaders.  In 
an  age  when  daily  papers,  public  meetings,  and  the  caucus 
were  unknown,  it  was  impossible  to  concert  measures 
beforehand.  The  election  of  a  Speaker  was  the  first  step 
on  the  opening  of  Parliament,  and  the  powers  of  the 
Speaker  (p.  124)  were  such  as  to  make  the  choice  a  matter 
of  great  importance.  But  it  was  practically  out  of  the 
control  of  the  House,  The  returns  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  Privy  Council  long  before  the  members  could  know 
who  were  to  be  their  colleagues.  The  government  therefore 
had  plenty  of  time  to  choose  its  man  and  to  take  proper 
measures  for  securing  his  election.  Although  the  theory 
'  was  that  the  House  appointed  the  Speaker  and  presented 
him  for  the  acceptance  of  the  crown,  the  common  practice 
is  described  (p.  178)  as  being  exactly  the  reverse. 
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(b)  Legislation. 

When  it  came  to  debate  and  legislation,  the  crown  liad 
all  the  advantage  of  the  initiative.  Its  ministers  had  pre- 
pared their  Bills  and  decided  on  their  policy,  while  unofficial 
membera  were  nnaware  what  would  be  aubmitted  to  them 
and  could  only  ascertain  the  truth  about  many  important 
fects  by  applying  to  the  government  Party- organization 
was  unknown;  'Her  Majesty's  Opposition'  had  not  come 
into  existence  ;  and  as  there  was  no  alternation  of  ministers 
in  power,  official  esperience  was  confined  to  those  actually 
in  office.  Under  such  conditions,  it  is  not  wonderful  that 
ministers  had  it  largely  their  own  way,  and  that  government 
measures  passed  as  a  matter  of  course.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  was  generally  not  difficult  to  stop  obnoxious  legislation 
in  its  preliminary  stages  without  having  recourse  to  the 
veto  of  the  crown.  That  the  mere  intimation  of  the 
queen's  displeasure  was  often  sufficient  seems  clear  from 
the  complaints  of  Peter  Wentworth  (p.  120^.  If  this  was 
not  enough,  stronger  measures  were  resorted  to.  A  recal- 
citrant member  was  occasionally  inhibited  from  attendance 
or  committed  to  prison,  as  was  the  case  with  Mr  Stticldand 
in  1571  (p.  119),  and  Mr  Cope  and  others  in  1587  (p.  124). 
Sometimes  the  obnoxious  bill  would  be  sent  for  by  the 
queen  (p.  120),  or  legislation  would  be  simply  forbidden 
(pp.  iig,  125,  126).  In  the  last  resort  the  veto  could 
always  be  used,  and  the  right  to  use  it  was  frankly  asserted 
(pp.  125,  4"). 

However  much  these  various  methods  may  have  detracted 
from  the  free  action  of  Parliainent,  they  must  be  regarded 
on  the  other  hand  as  so  many  recognitions  of  the  con- 
stitutional principle,  that  the  power  to  make  laws  finally 
binding  on  the  community  resided  solely  in  that  body.  The 
l^slative  supremacy  of  Parliament,  by  which  of  course  is 
meant  the  crown  and  the  three  estates  in  Parliament,  is 
emphatically  set  forth  by  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  himself  a  royal, 
official  (p.   178),     It  is  asserted,  without  contradiction,  hy 
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members  of  Parliament,  as  by  Yelverton  in  1571  (p.  119), 
and,  in  a  more  technical  form,  by  "Wbiteloeke  in  1610 
<P-  352).  But  the  practical  effect  of  this  supremacy  was 
considerably  reduced  by  the  exercise  of  certain  powers,  one 
positive,  the  other  negative,  also  recognized  as  belonging 
to  the  crown.  It  was  generally  maintained,  at  least  in  the 
eixteenth  century,  that  the  sovereign  could,  either  alone 
or  with  the  advice  of  the  Council,  issue  proclamations  con- 
trolling the  liberty  of  the  subject,  so  long  as  such  edicts 
did  not  run  counter  to  statute  or  common-law,  and  that 
he  could  dispense  with  the  action  of  the  law  in  individual 
cases.  The  constitutional  importance  of  these  powers, 
limited  only  by  custom  or  good  sense,  depended  on  the 
extent  to  which  they  were  exercised  in  practice.  The  Act 
of  1539  (3"  Hen.  VIII.  8),  which  gave  the  king's  procla- 
mations the  force  of  law,  had  been  repealed  in  1547  (i  Ed. 
VI.  12),  but  this  did  not  prevent  the  crown  from  enforcing 
them  by  penalties  inflicted  through  the  Privy  CounciL  Such 
proclamations  were  frequent  both  under  Elizabeth  and 
James  I.  The  area  covered  by  statute  was  comparatively 
small,  and  left  a  large  field  open  to  be  dealt  with  by  this 
quasi-legislative  authority.  Some  of  the  most  remarkable  u 
examples  of  its  use  are  to  be  found  in  connexion  with  the 
censorship  of  the  press.  The  ordinance  of  1566  (p.  168), 
developed  by  that  of  1586  (p.  169),  placed  the  freedom  of 
publication  under  very  severe  restrictions.  By  the  second 
of  these  edicts  the  supreme  control  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  Bishop  of  London, 
the  two  Chief  Justices,  and  the  Chief  Baron.  Elizabeth's 
regulations  were  confirmed,  with  slight  modifications,  by 
James  I  (pp.  394,  395).  /It  maybe  doubted  whether  that 
king  carried  the  practice  further  than  hia  predecessor,  but, 
as  the  times  had  changed,  he  met  with  more  resistance. 
The  vigorous  language  in  which  the  Commons  protested 
against  the  ill^alities  of  the  system  (p.  305),  combined  with 
the  opinion  of  the  judges  (Coke's  Keports,  part  xii.  p.  297,  ed. 
i8a6)  that  new  offences  could  not  be  created  by  proclamation, 
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produced  a  salutaiy  effect,  and  for  some  time  at  least  this 
power  was  reduced  within  tolerable  limits. 

The  other  power,  that  of  dispensing  with  the  laws  in 
particular  cases,  was  ahundantly  exercised  in  Elizabeth's 
reign,  especially  in  regard  to  Eomanists,  and  also  in  respect 
of  commercial  regulations.  It  is  not  only  expressly  recog- 
nized by  Sir  T.  Smith  (p.  179)  and  Sir  F.  Bacon  (p.  iii), 
who  might  perhaps  in  this  point  be  regarded  as  prejudiced 
witnesses,  but  by  ordinary  members  of  Parliament,  like  Sir 
6.  More  (p.  113},  and  when  used  in  moderation  it  never 
seems  to  have  been  disputed.  James  however  carried  this 
power  to  unheard  of  lengths.  It  was  by  means  of  it  that 
he  neutralized  the  action  of  the  penal  statutes,  and  hia 
declaration  of  indulgence  in  1622  (p.  432)  amounted  to  a 
complete  suspension  of  the  law.  The  grave  political  results 
to  which  this  abuse  gave  rise  have  been  already  alluded  to. 
It  was  not  checked  until  the  Bill  of  Eights,  and  even  then 
the  vagua  language  of  that  document  leaves  its  legal  use 
indefinite. 

The  opposition  to  James'  exercise  of  these  powers  was 
increased  by  the  extravagant  language  in  which  the  king 
and  hia  supporters  magnified  the  prerogative,  Elizabeth, 
with  her  statesmanlike  instincts,  shrank  from  pompous 
definitions  and  sweeping  generalities,  but  for  James  they 
possessed  an  irresistible  fascination.  The  political  views 
with  which  his  writings  and  speeches  abound,  would,  if 
logically  carried  into  practice,  have  extinguished  parha- 
mentaiy  legislation  or  reduced  it  to  an  empty  form.  In 
his  analysis  of  a.  'free  monarchy,'  by  which  he  meant 
a  monarchy  free  to  do  what  it  pleased,  he  used  expressions 
which  can  only  be  interpreted  as  Implying  absolute  legis- 
lative powers  in  the  crown  (p,  400;.  Dr  Cowell  eould 
scarcely  improve  upon  his  sovereign,  even  when  he  roundly 
asserted  that  the  participation  of  the  estates  in  the  making 
of  lawB  was  a  matter  of  grace  and  policy,  and  that  the 
execution  of  statutes  was  entirely  at  the  king's  discretion 
(pp.   40^,    410}.     The   Commons  could  not  openly  resent 
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the  publication  of  Jamss'  absolutist  theories,  but  they 
testified  their  abhorrence  of  the  same  views  when  uttered 
by  a  subject  by  ordering  Cowell'a  book  to  be  burnt  by  the 
hangman.  At  a  time  when  political  questions  were  being 
actively  debated,  and  when  practical  difficulties  were  forcing 
men  1:0  find  either  a  legal  or  philosophical  basis  for  their 
respective  positions,  these  theories  assumed  great  impor- 
tance. It  was  essential  for  the  defence  of  the  parhamentary 
system  that  the  logical  consequences  of  concessions  to  the 
monarchy  should  be  clearly  perceived. 


^ 


(c)  Taxation. 

The  theoretical  control  of  Parliament  over  the  national 
purse  was  as  clearly  recognized  as  its  control  over  the  law. 
But  here  again  the  crown  possessed  certain  indefinite 
powers  which  enabled  it  to  evade  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  which  were  eventually  seen  to  be  capable  of 
very  dangerous  extension.  The  crown  possessed  (i)  a  re- 
venue, more  or  less  regular,  derived  from  crown-lands, 
feudd  rights,  ecclesiastical  firatfruits  and  tenths,  Star- 
chamber  and  recusancy  fines,  and  some  other  sources.  In 
respect  of  this  revenue  it  was  completely  independent. 
The  indirect  taxes  (2)  levied  on  imports  and  exports,  in- 
cluding customs-duties  and  tunnage  and  poundage,  were 
in  a  manner  subject  to  (iontrol,  for  they  rested  on  a  parlia- 
mentary vote  passed,  during  this  period,  at  the  outset  of 
each  reign.  The  rights  of  purveyance  and  pre-emption  are 
historically  connected  with  the  customs,  and  should  be 
mentioned  here,  though  they  were  at  this  time  regarded 
as  something  quite  separate.  The  common  phrase,  'The 
king  should  live  of  his  own,'  applied  to  the  ordinary 
revenue  which  falls  under  the  above-mentioned  heads.  It 
was  supposed  that  this  income  should  suffice  for  the 
ordinary  business  of  the  state.  But  it  had  never  been  fully 
adequate  for  this  purpose,  and  it  becanie  less  and  less 
sufficient  during  the  Tudor  times.     It  was  supplemented 
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( 3)  by  tlie  extraordinary  taxes  called  subsidies,  and  fifteenths 
and  tenths,  which  could  only  be  levied  by  vote  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  {4)  by  the  additional  duties  on  imports,  known 
as  impositions,  which,  though  to  a  certain  extent  based  on 
statute  (see  below,  p.  Ixxiii),  can  hardly  be  called  parlia- 
mentary. An  irregular  income  was  also  deriTcd  (5)  from 
the  sale  of  monopolies  and  patents,  the  right  to  grant 
licenses  to  ale-houses,  and  other  means  of  extortion.  Lastly, 
(6)  the  Tudors  and  their  immediate  successors  were  in  the 
habit  of  occasionally  increasing  their  income  by  collecting 
what  were  fictitiously  called  benevolences,  or  of  providing 
themselves  with  ready  money  by  means  of  loans.  The 
conflicts  which  so  grievously  disturbed  the  relations  be- 
tween crown  and  Parliament  in  the  first  half  of  the  seven- 
teenth century  were  mainly  due  to  the  uncertainty  which 
prevailed  regarding  the  second,  fourth,  and  sixth  of  these 
heads,  but  feudal  dues  and  monopolies  also  came  into 
question,  and  eventually,  in  Hampden's  ease,  the  right  of 
the  crown  to  take  direct  taxes  without  consent  of  Parlia- 

(i)  Feudal  Incidents  and  Fwveyance. 
The  feudal  dues,  consisting  of  the  sums  payable  by  way 
of  reliefs,  the  profits  of  wardships,  marriages,  and  escheats, 
with  other  valuable  rights  (p.  295),  were,  after  the  erown- 
lands,  the  oldest  existing  source  of  royal  income,  unless 
indeed  purveyance  may  be  regarded  as  older  stilL  The 
ordinary  feudal  dues  were  reckoned  in  1610  as  being  worth 
£45,000  a  year  {p.  34.5).  But,  besides  this  income,  the  feudal 
sovereign  could  on  three  special  occasions,  viz.  the  knighting 
of  his  eldest  son,  tlie  marriage  of  his  eldest  daughter,  and 
for  his  own  ransom,  levy  an  extraordinary  aid.  The  sub- 
jects of  King  James  were  not  likely  to  be  called  on  to  meet 
the  last-named  emergency,  but  they  had  to  pay  for  both  the 
two  former.  Prince  Henry  was  knighted  in  1609,  and 
Princess  Elizabeth  was  married  in  1613,  The  method  of 
collecting  the  aid  on  these  occasions   is  described  in  the 
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documents  printed  on  pp.  355-358,  It  amounted  to  a  tax  ■ 
of  five  per  cent,  on  the  yearly  value  of  all  land  held  of  the 
king,  whether  by  military  tenure  or  by  soeaga  It  was 
levied,  in  the  case  of  the  smaller  tenants,  by  the  sheriff  and 
other  royal  ofBcials,  while  the  chancellor  and  the  other 
commissioners  were  appointed  to  compound  with  the  large 
landowners  and  various  corporate  bodies.  The  recurrence  of 
this  unusual  demand  in  1609,  after  the  lapse  of  more  than 
a  century — for  Henry  VII  had  been  the  last  sovereign  in 
a  position  to  levy  these  aids — with  its  concomitant  enquiries 
and  opportunitiea  for  extortion  and  jobbery,  was  likely  to 
give  rise  to  wide-spread  irritation.  The  question  of  feudal 
dues  in  general  had  already  been  brought  forward  in  the 
Apology  of  1 604  (p,  291),  when  it  was  urged  that  the  union 
with  Scotland  bad  removed  their  original  justification.  It 
was  probably  due  in  great  measure  to  the  aid  of  1609  that 
the  demand  for  their  abolition  came  up  again  in  the  Parlia- 
ment of  the  following  year.  A  negotiation  began,  which, 
^ter  much  haggling,  result«d  in  a  proposal  that  the  king 
should  surrender  his  feudal  rights,  together  with  purveyance 
— a  right  much  more  annoj-ing  to  the  subject  than  bene- 
ficial to  the  crown—and  should  receive  as  compensation 
a  sum  of  £200,000  a  year  (pp.  295,  298,  299).  The  occa- 
sional feudal  aids  were  still  to  be  taken  (p.  296)  when 
occasion  arose,  but  to  be  limited  in  amount.  The  arrange- 
ment was  on  the  point  of  being  concluded,  when  it  broke 
down,  in  great  measure  owing  to  religious  disputes  (ef. 
above,  p.  Ix).  The  rupture  of  the  negotiations  left  matters 
to  remain  as  they  were  till  the  Civil  War,  At  the  Restora- 
tion the  feudal  dues,  already  abolished  by  parliamentary 
ordinance  in  1643,  were  finally  done  away  with  by  statute, 
the  crown  receiving  a  highly  advantageous  compensation  in 
the  excise- 

The  practice  of  levying  fines  by  way  of  distraint  of 
knighthood  bad  its  origin  in  military  necessities,  but  as 
it  was  closely  connected  with  the  feudal  system  and  had 
become  a  way  of  obtaining  money,  it  may  be  mentioned 
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here.  TJniler  this  system  all  persona  possessing  land  worth 
£40  a  year — it  had  once  been  £20— were  obliged  to  take 
upon  themselves  the  honour  of  knighthood,  with  ita 
attendant  burdens,  military  and  other,  or  to  pay  a  fine  at 
the  discretion  of  commissioners  nominated  for  the  purpose. 
Elizabeth  put  the  system  in  practice  at  the  commencement 
of  her  reign  (p.  133),  and  her  example  -was  followed  by 
James  I  and  Charles  I, 


(2)  Oastoms,  Tunnage  and  Poundage :  ImposUkms: 
Monopolies- 
The  origin  and  antiquity  of  the  eustoma-dutiea  is  still 
matter  of  dispute.  A  diseuasion  of  their  earlier  history 
would  be  out  of  place  here :  it  must  suflSee  to  remind  the 
reader  that,  although  the  'ancient  customs'  are  recognized 
in  Magna  Carta,  the  duties  on  wool,  hides,  and  leather,  in 
their  parliamentary  form,  date  from  the  reign  of  Edward  I, 
while  tunnage  and  poundage,  the  duties  on  other  kinds  of 
merchandise,  date  from  that  of  Edward  III.  The  practice 
of  granting  these  latter  duties  for  life,  initiated  in  the  last 
Parliament  of  Richard  II,  had  been  continued  under  the 
Lancastrian  kings.  From  the  time  of  Edward  IV  it  had 
become  habitual  to  make  such  life-grants  at  the  outset  of 
each  reign.  Thus  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  Parliament 
regarding  these  indirect  taxes  as  '  an  ancient  revenue  an- 
nexed and  united  to  the  crown'  (pp.  35,  26),  and  making 
the  same  grant  to  James  I  as  a  matter  of  course.  "When 
the  House  of  Commons  in  the  first  Parliament  of  Charles  I 
departed  from  the  practice  of  nearly  two  centuries  and 
attempted  to  restrict  their  grant  to  one  year,  they  took  an 
important  step  towards  a  revolution.  The  amounts  to  be 
levied  on  the  various  commodities  are  set  forth  in  the 
statute  of  1559  (1  Eliz.  20,  p.  gfi),  and  these  continued  to 
be  the  ordinary  rates  levied  under  Act  of  Parliament 
throughout  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth  and  her  successor.     The 
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customs-duties  increased  but  slowly  in  amount  during  the 
early  years  of  Elizabeth.  In  1585  they  were  still  farmed  at 
£24,000  a  year,  hut  this  was  considerably  below  their  ■value, 
Forty  years  later  they  had  increased  to  ii6o,ooo. 

But  the  parliamentary  duties  do  not  exhaust  the  list  of 
indirect  taxes.  They  were  supplemented  hy  impositions, 
a  name  given  to  certain  additional  duties  laid  upon  various 
articles  of  import. 

The  importance  assumed  by  the  question  of  impositions 
in  the  reigns  of  the  first  two  Stewarts  necessitates  a  short 
account  of  their  origin  and  history.  The  first  addition 
made  in  the  Tudor  times  to  the  old  rates  was  made  in  1491, 
■when  an  Act  (7  Hen.  Til.  8)  was  passed,  which  largely 
increased  the  duty  on  sweet  wines  imported  from  the 
Levant.  This  was  done  by  way  of  retaliation  on  the 
Venetians,  and  was  not  primarily  intended  to  be  profitable 
to  the  crown.  In  a  similar  spirit  the  importation  of  French 
■wines  was  forbidden  ■within  certain  times  of  the  year  by  the 
statute  23  Hen.  VIII.  7.  But  it  was  a  great  advance  on  these 
parliamentary  regulations  ■when  in  1534  Henry  VIII  was 
empowered  (26  Hen.  VIII.  10)  to  regulate  by  proclamation 
the  course  of  trade,  even  to  the  extent  of  repealing  statutes 
in  force  or  reviving  such  as  might  be  obsolete,  touching  the 
import  or  export  of  any  merchandise.  Kow  the  natural  way 
of  discouraging  a  trade  was  to  impose  a  hea^vy  duty,  and  thus 
arose  the  royal  right  of  levying  impositions.  Originally 
conferred  upon  the  crown  for  commercial  purposes,  and 
with  what  we  should  now  call  protective  or  fair-trade 
objects,  it  was  only  later  that  it  came  to  be  used  as  a 
means  of  enhancing  the  royal  revenue.  It  was  by  ■virtue 
of  this  power  that  Henry  VIII,  without  any  interference 
from  Parliament,  modified  the  duty  on  sweet  wines,  and 
imposed  what  was  called  a  'new  custom.'  Mary  forbade, 
under  the  penalty  of  a  prohibitive  duty,  the  importation 
of  French  ■wine  at  a  time  when  a  strong  anti-Gallican  pohcy 
was  being  pursued,  and  still  further  increased  the  duty  on 
sweet  ■wines.     Elizabeth,  by  adding  a  mark  to  the  duty  on 
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French  winea,  merely  equalized  it  with  the  duty  already 
payable  on  the  other  sort.  Subsequent  Acts  of  Elizabeth's 
reign  (23  Eliz.  7  ;  39  Eliz.  10)  show  that  this  retaliatory 
policy  was  still  in  fashion,  and  by  implication  leave  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  crown  to  carry  it  out '. 

It  is  clear  then  that  when,  in  the  fourth  year  of  James' 
reign,  the  question  of  impositions  came  before  the  Law 
Courts  in  the  famous  case  of  Bates,  the  crown  could  quote 
law  and  precedent  in  its  favour.  But  in  this  particular 
matter— the  duty  levied  upon  currants^special  arguments 
might  be  used  in  behalf  of  the  crown.  The  government 
was  empowered,  partly  by  cu9t<im,  partly  by  statute,  to 
regulate  trade.  Such  regulation  might  take  the  form  either 
of  repression  or  encouragement.  Repression,  as  shown 
above,  implied  the  right  of  levying  impositions :  encourage- 
ment might  be  given  by  the  grant  of  monopolies.  In  the 
case  of  foreign  trade,  which  often  involved  great  risks,  such 
encouragement  was,  in  the  infancy  of  commerce,  almost 
indispensable.  Hence  the  monopolies  granted  to  the  great 
trading  companies  towards  the  close  of  the  sixteenth  and 
the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  centuries.  Naturally, 
however,  such  monopolies  were  not  granted  for  nothing : 
the  crown  looked  to  make  its  profit,  directly,  by  a  charge 
upon  the  company,  and  indirectly,  by  the  general  growth  of 
trade  and  customs.  On  such  a  basis  as  this,  the  Levant 
Company  had  been  established  towards  the  end  of  Elizabeth's 
reign.  After  passing  through  various  vicissitudes,  it  had 
arranged  with  the  crown  to  keep  its  monopoly  on  payment 
of  ^4,000  a  year.  But  partly  in  deference  to  the  outcry 
against  monopolies,  partly  owing  to  losses  in  trade,  the 
company  in  1603  withdrew  from  the  bargain,  surrendered 
its  charter  and  ceased  to  pay  the  yearly  rent.  To  recoup 
the  crown  for  the  loss  thus  incurred,  the  duty  on  currants— 
a  duty  previously  levied  by  the  company  itself  on  mercliants 

13  ft,  correcting  Hallam,  Const.  Sid., 
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not  belonging  to  it — was  put  on.  It  will  be  allowed  that, 
on  legal  and  other  grounds,  there  was  much  to  be  said  for 
the  government ', 

But  the  question  could  not  any  longer  be  regarded  solely 
from  the  legal  point  of  view.  These  trade-monopolies  and 
additional  duties,  originally  justified  in  the  eyes  of  con- 
temporaries by  supposed  commercial  necessity,  had  become 
a  source  of  profit  to  the  crown  and  therefore  a  means  of 
evading  parliamentary  control.  It  was  only  natural  that 
the  full  importance  of  the  question  from  the  political  point 
of  view  was  not  immediately  perceived.  How  it  was 
argued  in  court  by  Bates'  counsel  we  do  not  know,  but 
the  opinions  of  the  judges  (pp.  340-342)  are  based  mainly 
on  legal  grounds.  It  cannot  be  maintained  that  in  giving 
judgement  they  were  servile,  intimidated  or  corrupt,  and 
had  they  confined  their  observations  to  purely  legal  topics, 
it  would  have  been  difficult  to  find  valid  objections  to  their 
decision.  But  unfortunately  they  went  further.  Although 
such  considerations  were  not  vital  to  their  case,  they  intro- 
duced political  theories  capable  of  wide  and  dangerous 
application.  Baron  Clarke  maintained  that  statutes  were 
only  binding  on  the  king  who  made  them,  and  Chief  Baron 
Fleming  drew  a  distinction  between  the  ordinary  and  the 
absolute  power  of  the  crown.  It  is  difficult  not  to  perceive 
in  this  distinction  the  effect  of  James'  iinfortunate  penchant 
for  philosophical  generalization,  but  no  doubt  it  was  also 
due  to  the  discussions  about  sovereignty  to  wliich  political 
disagreement  was  inevitably  giving  rise. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  Parliament  of  1608  acquiesced 
in  the  decision  of  the  Exchequer,  but  the  advantage  taken 
by  Cecil  of  that  decision,  and  the  issue  of  a  new  Book  of 
Rates  in  which  it  was  applied,  brought  the  political  con- 
sequences clearly  before  the  eyes  of  a  later  assembly.  The 
commission  by  which  James  empowered  his  Treasurer  to 
levy  impositions  frankly  claims  for  the  crown  (p.  354)  a  free 
.0 ;  and  Hall,  OuslomB-Beveaue, 
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hand  in  this  branch  of  taxation,  and  states  expressly  that 
a  revenue  may  and  ought  to  bo  raised  by  this  method.  The 
Parliament  of  1610,  engaged  in  &  conflict  with  the  king  on 
religious  and  other  questions,  could  not  afford,  by  recog- 
nizing this  claim,  to  relinquish  so  important  a  means  of 
bringing  pressure  to  hear  upon  the  crown.  The  debates  of 
that  year  show  that  the  representfativea  of  the  nation  were 
fully  alive  to  the  danger,  Mr  Hakewill  argued  the  legal 
question  at  great  length  (p.  342),  On  technical  points  he 
cannot  be  said  to  have  had  the  better  of  his  opponents, 
and  it  is  unfortunate  that,  in  the  endeavour  to  gain  a  victory 
on  this  doubtful  ground,  he  laid  himself  open  to  the  charge 
of  being  disingenuous.  But,  after  all,  this  was  not  in  the 
main  a  technical  question.  An  important  political  principle 
was  at  issue,  and  here  the  speaker  could  bring  stronger 
arguments  to  bear.  He  endeavoured  to  prove  thai  indefinite 
taxes,  like  indefinite  penalties,  were  alien  to  the  spirit  of 
English  law ;  that  such  sources  of  revenue,  if  not  fixed  by 
statute,  were  not  left  to  be  settled  by  the  caprice  of  the 
sovereign ;  that  previous  kings  bad  recognized  the  right  of 
Parliament  to  fix  the  dues  in  question;  that  the  king's 
right  to  close  the  ports  to  persons  and  goods,  if  necessary 
for  the  national  safety,  did  not  imply  the  right  of  setting 
what  price  he  pleased  upon  their  entry ;  and  that  if  the 
king  might  raise  impositions  at  discretion,  be  might  by 
the  same  argument  raise  any  other  tax.  Mr  "Whitelocke 
(P-  351)1  whUe  by  no  means  ignoring  legal  arguments, 
placed  the  issue  on  stOI  higher  grounds.  He  showed  that 
the  power  now  claimed  was  of  an  essentially  revolutionary 
nature  ;  that  sovereignty  resided,  not  (as  Baron  Fleming 
said)  in  the  king  alone,  but  in  the  king-in-parliament ;  and 
that  if  the  king's  claim  were  allowed,  there  would  soon  be 
an  end  of  parliamentary  goverrunent.  Looked  at  in  the 
light  of  later  events,  there  is  something  prophetic  about 
the  utterances  of  these  two  speakers.  They  might  almost  be 
thought  to  have  pointed  out  the  way  to  the  despotic 
advisers  of  Charles  L     Both  sides  could  quote  law  and 
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precedent  in  their  own  favour,  and  make  plausible  deduc- 
tions from  establislied  premises,  but  they  were  equally 
aware  that  the  question  was  at  bottom  political.  If  we 
regard  the  discussion  as  a  legal  one  only,  we  shall  be 
wearied  by  Its  antiquarianism  and  its  technicalities ;  but 
looked  at  from  another  poiut  of  view,  it  becomes  one  of  the 
highest  interest.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  it  contains 
the  germ  of  all  the  subsequent  quarrel,  anticipates  the  cases 
of  Darnel  and  Hampden,  and  foreshadows  not  obscurely  the 
fundaniental  question  at  issue  in  1640. 

The  rival  claims  of  King  and  Parliament  were  unfortu- 
nately not  settled  on  this  occasion.  A  Bill  for  remedying 
the  evil  was  prepared,  and  the  king  at  one  time  promised  to 
give  his  assents  But  the  Bill  went  the  way  of  the  Great 
Contract,  and  the  dissolution  of  Parliament  shelved  the 
question  for  several  years.  In  1614  it  came  up  again. 
Impositions  were  now  distinctly  coupled  with  monopoUes, 
with  which,  as  has  been  shown  above,  they  were  historically 
connected,  A  committee  had  been  appointed  to  report  on 
the  grievance  of  monopolies  in  1597.  The  great  debate  in 
1601  (pp.  111-117)  had  not  been  barren  of  results,  and 
some  monopolies  had  been  abolished.  But  the  practice 
was  too  convenient  a  way  of  rewarding  clamorous  sup- 
porters and  of  bringing  a  little  money  into  an  empty 
exchequer  to  he  entirely  relinquished.  During  the  first  ten 
years  of  James'  reign,  the  evil  had  steadily  grown,  but  the 
time  was  not  yet  ripe  for  checking  it.  The  Addled  Par- 
liament separated  without  making  any  way  either  with  this 
question  or  with  that  of  impositions.  Its  successors  were 
more  fortunate.  By  the  year  1621  the  evil  of  monopolies 
had  grown  to  an  unprecedented  height.  Kot  only  were 
they  so  numerous  as  to  encroach  in  all  directions  upon  the 
freedom  of  trade  and  manufacture,  but  the  patents  granted 
were  grossly  abused.  The  Parliament  of  1621  made  ex- 
amples of  the  most  notorious  offenders,  such  aa  Michell 
and  Mompesson,  but  it  was  dissolved  before  it  could  deal 
with  the  question  as  a  whole.     It  was  reserved  for  the 
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Parliament  of  1624  to  pass  an  Act  (21  &  22  Jae.  I.  3) 
which,  while  recognizing  the  noceasity  of  encouraging 
inventions,  put  a  stop  to  all  arbitrary  and  unjustifiable 
restrictions.  But  this  Parliament  refrained  from  attacking 
impositions,  although  their  value  bad  largely  increased 
during  James'  reign.  The  impositions,  including  the  tases 
on  wines,  produced  in  1623  upwards  of  £100,000,  while 
various  special  duties  brought  in  some  £60,000  more, 
making  with  the  ordinary  customs  (above,  p.  Ixxiii),  a  total 
of  £323,000  derived  from  indirect  taxation'. 


(3)  Senevolences  and  Loans. 
The  practice  of  demanding  benevolences,  in  its  later  form, 
seems  to  bave  begun  at  least  as  far  back  as  the  reign  of 
Edward  IV.  Though  they  were  nominally  free  gifts,  per- 
suasion was,  from  the  first,  only  too  liable  to  degenerate 
into  compulsion.  Abolished  in  1483  (i  Eie,  III.  2),  they 
were  authorized,  at  least  by  implication,  under  Henry  VII 
(i  Hen.  VII.  10),  and  were  occasionally  taken  down  to  the 
time  of  Charles  I,  Elizabeth  seldom  had  recourse  to  this 
method.  Indeed  the  only  known  occasion  seems  to  be  that 
of  '587,  and  as  the  contribution  was  in  this  case  voted  by 
Convocation  (p.  1 3  J  °)  it  was  at  all  events  not  a  benevolence 
of  the  ordinary  kind.  James  was  less  scrupulous  than  his 
predecessor.  Having  quarrelled  with  his  Parliaments,  or 
being  anxious  to  avoid  having  recourse  to  parliamentary 
methods,  he  took  benevolences  on  three  occasions,  in  1614, 
1620,  and  1622.  In  the  circular  issued  in  1622  (p.  359), 
the  contribution  is  as  usual  stated  to  be  voluntary,  but  the 
threat  of  sunomons  before  the  Council,  in  case  of  '  obstinacy  or 
disaffection,'  shows  that  pressure  was  to  be  used  to  stimulate 
deficient  loyalty.  Charles  I  attempted  once  or  twice  to  take 
benevolences,  but  with  little  success.     The  last  o 
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which  the  contribution  appeara  was  in  1661,  but  then  it 
was  voted  by  Act  of  Parliament.  The  method  was  naturally 
unpopular  with  all  parties.  It  was  of  course  objected  to 
by  opponents  of  the  monarchy  as  an  illegal  tax  and  as  an 
evasion  of  parliamentary  control,  while  It  was  disliked  by 
supporters  of  the  government  because  it  was  sure,  in  the 
end,  to  fall  most  heavily  on  those  whose  principles  made 
them  most  willing  to  pay. 

In  order  to  meet  temporary  deficiencies,  the  Tudor  and 
Stewart  sovereigns  were  in  the  habit  of  borrowing  money 
on  a  large  scale  from  their  subjects.  This  practice  was  little 
more  defensible,  on  constitutional  grounds,  than  that  of 
exacting  benevolences.  In  the  earlier  Middle  Ages  the 
government  had  been  accustomed  to  borrow  from  the  Jews, 
who  could  not  refuse  a  royal  demand,  or  from  foreign 
merchants,  who  were  tempted  by  a  high  rate  of  interest. 
After  the  Jews  were  expelled  and  foreigners  alienated  by 
political  circumstances  or  repeated  losses,  the  practice  of 
taking  loans  from  subjects  began.  This  practice  became 
habitual  under  Edward  IV,  and  his  successors  followed  his 
example.  The  Parliaments  of  Henry  YIII  more  than  once 
sanctioned  the  process  by  remitting  his  loans  {2 1  Hen.  VIIL 
24  ;  35  Hen.  VIII.  is).  Elizabeth  frequently  took  loans, 
especially  towards  the  end  of  her  reign,  for  instance,  in 
1569,  1581,  1589,  1590,  1596,  and  1599,  and  probably  on 
other  occasions.  She  sometimes  borrowed  considerable 
sums  from  individuals,  notably  the  wealthy  merchants  of 
London ;  on  other  occasions  a  loan  was  levied  generally 
throughout  the  country.  In  1581,  nine  rich  merchants 
advanced  a  collective  sum  of  £5,000  ;  others  contributed 
£15,000  in  15S9.  The  general  loan  of  1569  produced  over 
£30,000,  that  of  1589  nearly  £go,ooo.  In  such  cases  the 
usual  method  seems  to  have  been  as  follows  (p.  134). 
Letters  were  written  by  the  Privy  Council  to  the  Lords- 
Lieutenant,  bidding  them  draw  up  a  list  of  well-to-do 
persons  in  their  counties,  adding  such  lump-sums  as  in 
their  opinion  these  persons  might  fairly  be  called  upon  to 
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contribute.  The  lists  were  then  revised  by  the  Council, 
and  letters  called  Privy  Seals  were  sent  to  the  individuals 
in  question  (p,  136),  ordering  them  to  pay  over  to  the 
collector  named  by  the  Lord-Lieutenant  the  sum  at  which 
they  were  assessed.  Interest  was  sometimes  paid,  but  not, 
apparently,  in  the  case  of  the  general  loans.  The  loans  appear 
to  have  been,  as  a  rule,  repaid,  but  not  always  punctually, 
for  in  15S9  we  find  one  lender,  Lord  Mayor  Martin,  sending 
in  a  claim  for  £r6,ooo,  much  of  which  had  been  for  a  long 
time  due.  That  some  discontent  was  caused,  at  all  events 
in  particular  cases,  and  that  pressure  was  sometimes  re- 
quired, there  is  abundant  evidence  to  prove,  hut  it  appears 
that  the  practice  was  generally  accepted  during  Elizabeth's 

James  I,  whose  expenditure  always  exceeded  his  income, 
appears  to  have  borrowed  money  freq^uently,  not  however 
by  way  of  general  loans,  but  from  individuals.  As  was 
only  natural,  he  experienced  more  difficulty  than  his  pre- 
decessor: indeed  we  are  told  that  when  on  one  occasion, 
in  1 610,  after  his  breach  with  the  Parliament,  he  had 
recourse  to  the  rich  merchants,  be  met  with  a  point-blank 
refusal  The  cessation  of  general  loans  for  about  a 
generation  made  Charles  I's  attempt  to  raise  one  in  1626 
all  the  more  unpopular.  The  loan  of  that  year  is  com- 
monly spoken  of  as  the  Forced  Loan,  but  the  epithet, 
if  meant  to  indicate  a  distinction,  is  unfortunate,  for  this 
loan  was  hardly  more  compulsory  than  those  of  the  pre- 
vious century.  The  difference  was  that,  whereas  Eliza- 
beth's loans  were  generally  collected  with  Utile  difficulty 
and  the  only  pressure  required  was  noiselessly  apphed  by 
the  Privy  Council,  the  loan  of  i6z6  was  universally  re- 
sisted and  an  ill-advised  attempt  was  made  to  crush 
the  resistance  by  imprisonment  which  attracted  general 
attention.  The  result  was  Darnel's  case  and  the  Petition 
of  Eight 
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{4)  FifleenOis  and  Tenths,  and  Suhsidies. 

There  remain  to  be  considered  the  extraordinary  parlia- 
mentary taxes,  Fifteenths  and  Tenths,  and  Subsidies.  Taxes 
on  goods,  as  opposed  to  taxes  on  land,  date  from  the  latter 
part  of  the  twelfth  century.  They  were  levied  in  varying 
proportions  until  the  reign  of  Edward  III,  when  it  became 
habitual  to  take  a  fifteenth  and  a  tenth,  or  two  or  more 
fifteenths  and  tenths,  the  smaller  fraction  being  levied  on 
the  counties,  the  larger  on  the  towns.  About  the  same 
time  the  assessment  appears  to  have  become  fixed.  The 
various  amounts  paid  by  the  different  districts  under  the 
assessment  of  1334  were  afterwards  retained  without  alter- 
ation, except  that  a  large  drawback  was,  in  course  of  time, 
allowed  in  the  ease  of  decayed  towns.  Thus  fixed,  the 
Fifteenth  and  Tenth  became  practically  a  tax  upon  holders 
of  lands  and  tenements,  of  a  definite  value,  amounting 
(after  making  all  deductions)  to  little  more  than  £30,000. 
After  a  while  it  became  obvious,  not  only  that  owing  to 
changes  of  circumstances  this  tax  pressed  unfairly  on  certain 
districts,  but  that  it  did  not  fully  utilize  the  resources  of  the 
country.  It  therefore  became  the  practice  to  grant  supple- 
mentary taxes  called  Subsidies.  The  word  subsidy  is  at 
first  loosely  used — it  is  applied,  for  instance,  to  tunnage  and 
poundage  (p.  26) — but  after  the  eaily  part  of  Henry  YIII's 
reign  it  came  to  mean  a  direct  parliamentary  tax  of  4s.  in 
the  pound  on  the  yearly  value  of  land  and  2s.  Sd.  in  the 
pound  on  personal  property.  These  proportions  seem  to 
have  been  taken  in  order  to  connect  the  older  and  newer 
methods,  for  the  rate  on  land  is  two  tenths  and  that  on  per- 
sonalty two  fifteenths  of  a  pound.  In  theory  the  subsidy 
was  freshly  assessed  on  each  occasion,  but,  as  with  other 
direct  taxes,  the  assessment  tended  to  become  formal,  with 
the  inevitable  result  of  a  gradual  diminution  in  amount. 
Thus  a  lay  subsidy,  which  at  the  beginning  of  Elizabeth's 
reign  is  calculated  to  have  amounted  to  about  £100,000, 
was  worth  at  the  end  of  the  century  little  more  than  £80,000. 
f 
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The  usual  practice,  not  however  by  any  means  unvaried, 
was  to  grant  two  fifteenths  and  tenths  to  every  subaidy. 
Such  a  normal  grant  was  made  in  1559  (p.  27).  The  special 
advantages  which  a  subsidy  possessed  over  the  older  tax  were 
(i)  that  it  covered  all  itinds  of  property  ;  (2)  that  the  new 
assessment  allowed  for  changes  in  the  value  of  land  and  the 
income  of  persons  taxed  ;  (3)  that  aliens,  and  subsequently 
recusants,  paid  a  double  rate  ;  (4)  that  the  assessment  and 
collection  were  carried  on  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
central  authority  and  with  elaborate  provisions  against  fraud 
or  evasion.  The  fifteenths  and  tenths  were  levied  by  col- 
lectors appointed  by  the  members  of  Parliament  (p.  28)  in 
their  r^pective  districts— probably  a  relic  of  the  time  when 
the  members  who  voted  a  tax  were  responsible  for  collecting  it 
themselves.  In  the  case  of  subsidies,  the  chancellor, 
treasurer,  and  other  great  oflcers  of  stat«  appointed  com- 
missioners for  the  lai^er  districts  and  boroughs  (p.  30),  who 
in  turn  appointed  collectors  under  them  for  the  purpose  of 
assessing  and  levying  the  tax.  The  whole  machinery  of 
collection  is  elaborately  described  in  the  Act.  Peers  were 
assessed  and  taxed  directly  by  the  chancellor  and  other 
high  officials  (p.  34),  Exemptions  were  granted  to  the 
northern  counties,  Ireland,  the  Cirniue  Ports,  and  the  Channel 
Islands,  presumably  on  the  ground  of  special  military  or 
other  liabilities,  as  well  as  to  Universities,  schools,  and  hos- 
pitals (pp.  35,  36).  In  spite  of  the  advantages  possessed  by 
subsidies  over  fifteenths  and  tenths,  these  two  kinds  of 
taxation  continued  to  be  combined  in  the  parliamentary  votes 
till  1634,  after  which  fifteenths  and  tenths  disappeared.  Sub- 
sidies survived  till  1663,  when  they  too  were  finally  super- 
seded. 

The  Parliaments  of  Ehzabeth  were  called  upon  to  vote 
these  taxes  in  almost  every  session.  During  the  first  thirty- 
five  years  of  the  reign  the  grants  are  fairly  uniform  and 
average  between  ^40,000  and  ^50,000  a  year.     But  from 
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the  year  1593  they  are  largely  increased,  and  during  the  last 
ten  years  of  the  reign  the  yearly  average  is  more  than 
^i  20,000.  It  was  well  for  the  national  purse  that  the  warwith 
Spain  was  so  long  deferred.  The  early  Parliaments  of  James  I 
were  very  liberal.  For  his  first  two  years  he  had  the  benefit 
of  the  large  grant  voted  in  1601  (p.  106),  which  was  to  cover 
a  period  of  four  years.  The  war  with  Spain  came  to  an  end 
in  1604,  but,  in  spite  of  this,  Parliament  made  grante  to 
James  in  time  of  peace  almost  as  large  as  those  they  made 
to  his  predecessor  in  time  of  war.  For  the  next  sis  years 
his  parliamentary  income  must  have  averaged  over  £100,000 
a  year.  But  this  laxge  revenue  ceased  in  1611,  when  the 
vote  of  i6io  ran  out,  and  during  the  next  ten  years  he 
received  nothing  from  this  source.  The  outbreak  of  the 
Thirty  Tears' War  brought  a  change.  The  grant  of  1621 
was  meagre,  for  the  country  had  no  confidence  in  James' 
policy:  that  of  1624,  on  the  other  hand,  was  the  largest 
yet  made  (p.  279).  But  it  was  accompanied  by  conditions 
of  a  novel  kind  and  of  great  constitutional  importance.  The 
sj-stcm  afterwards  called  appropriation  of  supply  was  not 
altogether  new,  for  approaches  to  it  bad  been  made  in  the 
fourteenth  century,  but  it  was  unknown  during  the  Tudor 
times.  It  was  a  remarkable  advance  in  the  direction  of  par- 
liamentary control  when  it  was  enacted  (p.  379)  that  the 
money  granted  should  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  treasurers 
nominated  by  Parliament,  and  applied  in  accordance  with 
previous  resolutions  (p.  318)  for  certain  specified  objects, 
and  for  no  other.  To  secure  this  end,  the  treasurers  and  the 
Council  of  War  were  made  responsible  to  Parliament,  with 
'  an  express  declaration  that  the  housra  themselves  should 
punish  any  misappropriation  of  the  funds.  The  earlier 
Parliaments  of  Cliarles  I  seem  to  have  found  this  plan 
impracticable,  but  it  was  revived  by  the  Long  Parliament, 
and  from  1668  onwards  became  the  rule. 

It  should    be  mentioned    in    this    connexion    that  the 
Commons  already  claimed,  though  as  yet  but  tentjitively, 
the  exclusive  right  of  determining  the  amount  of  taxation, 
fa 
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In  tlie  year  1593,  when,  a  subsidy  bill  was  under  discussion, 
the  Lower  House,  having  voted  two  subsidies,  received 
a  message  from  the  Lords  stating  that  they  would  not 
assent  to  less  than  three,  and  requesting  a  conference  on  the 
subject.  After  a  speech  from  Bacon  (p,  443),  in  which  the 
principle  in  question  was  clearly  stated,  the  conference  was 
refused.  It  should  however  be  pointed  out  that  the  bill  was 
eventually  modified  as  the  Lords  proposed,  and  that  the 
Commons,  as  Bacon's  speech  shows,  did  not  as  yet  claim  the 
sole  right  of  'originating'  money-bills,  though  they  appear 
to  regard  deviations  from  this  custom  as  exceptional. 
Throughout  the  period  under  review  both  Lords  and 
Commons  concur  in  granting  subsidies  (pp.  27,  279).  It 
is  not  till  1625  that  the  Commons  grant  it  alone. 

(d)  Jurisdiction  0/ Parliament. 
There  is  no  such  thing,  properly  speaking,  as  the  juris- 
diction of  Parliament  as  a  vf  hole.  Chief  Justice  Coke  says 
indeed  (Institutes,  IV.  i,  p.  33),  '  It  is  to  be  known  that  the 
Lords  in  their  house  have  power  of  judicature,  and  the 
Commons  in  their  house  have  power  ef  judicature,  and  both 
houses  together  have  power  of  judicature.'  But  the  prece- 
dents which  he  quotes  to  prove  the  last  statement  are  taken 
from  early  times,  and  their  applicability  may  be  doubted. 
In  an  impeachment  the  Lords  alone  are  judges,  the  Commons 
appearing  only  as  accusers.  An  act  of  attainder  is  not 
a  judicial  proceeding  at  all,  but  rather,  as  was  shown  in 
Strafford's  case,  a  substitute  for  it.  Both  houses  however 
have,  and  had  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries, 
separate  judicial  authority,  that  of  the  Lords  being  far  wider 
than  that  of  the  Commons.  Both  houses  have  jurisdiction 
over  their  own  members,  and  over  persons,  not  being 
members,  who  violate  their  privileges  (below,  p.  xeiii). 
Beyond  this  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Commons  does  not  go. 
The  punishment  inflicted  on  the  town  of  Westbury  in 
1571  (p.  133),  though  it  would  now  be  considered  au  illegal 
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extension,  might  have  been  defended  at  the  time  on  the 
ground  of  privilege,  for  bribery  in  an  election  ia  an  attack 
upon  the  purity  of  Parliament.  The  case  of  Ployde  in  1621 
(p.  337)  showed  that  the  House  of  Commons  cannot  punish, 
however  strongly  it  may  disapprove,  a  misdemeanour  which 
does  not  affect  itself.  The  limits  of  its  jurisdiction  drawn  by 
the  Lords  on  that  occasion  (p.  338)  were  accepted  by  the 
Commons  as  ^reeable  to  the  law.  It  was  indicative  of 
their  politic  temper  and  constitutional  spirit  that  they  recog- 
nized their  mistake,  and  retired  with  dignity  from  the  false 
position  into  which  tieir  religious  enthusiasm  had  betrayed 
them.  It  is  remarkable,  however,  that  they  should  have 
needed  a  second  lesson,  for  in  the  case  of  Mitchell  at  the 
opening  of  the  session,  they  had  themselves  recognized  that 
they  possessed  no  such  separate  jurisdiction  ^.  The  claim  of 
the  House  of  Commons  to  be  considered  a  court  of  record 
was  insisted  on  in  1604  (pp.  287,  329),  and  though  at  first 
denied  by  the  king  was  afterwards  acknowledged  by  him 
(p.  330)  and  by  the  Lords  (p.  338). 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  House  of  Lords  is  more  important 
The  peers  possessed  the  peculiar  right  of  trying  members  of 
their  own  body  when  charged  with  treason  or  felony.  This 
right  they  exercised,  though  with  certain  limitations  (below, 
p.  csxvii)  in  several  cases  during  the  sixteenth  century,  for 
instance  in  the  trials  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  in  1573  (p.  13S) 
and  of  the  Earl  of  Essex  in  1601,  Of  their  appellate  juris- 
diction in  civil  cases,  and  of  the  original  jurisdiction  which 
they  occasionally  claimed  both  in  civil  and  criminal  cases, 
nothing  need  here  be  said.  But  their  jurisdiction  in  eases 
of  impeachment,  that  is  to  say  when  any  person  was  chained 
before  them  by  the  Commons  of  England  with  public  crimes 
or  misdemeanours,  was  of  great  constitutional  importance. 
As  a  means  of  securing  the  responsibility  of  ministers,  the 
weapon  of  impeachment  was  applied  so  far  back  as  the  reign 
of  Edward  IIL  During  the  century  that  followed  it  was 
occasionally  used,  but  during  the  whole  of  the  Tudor  period 
'  Gardiner,  Hist  oj  Engl.,  iv.  4a. 
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it  lay  idle.  The  cases  of  Buckingham  and  Strafford  in 
Charles  I's  reign,  of  Clarendon  and  Daaby  in  that  of  his  son, 
are  perhaps  the  most  notable  examples  of  its  application  to 
constitutional  purposes.  The  instances  that  occur  in  the 
reign  of  James  I  are  not  of  so  high  political  importance, 
but  they  are  of  great  moment  as  precedents  which  re- 
established the  system  after  a  long  period  of  desuetude,  and 
replaced  in  the  hands  of  Parliament  a  weapon  of  tremendous 
power. 

The  first  persons  against  whom  this  weapon  was  used 
during  the  period  under  review  were  a  comparatively  low 
class  of  offenders,  the  holders  of  patents  and  monopolies. 
The  impeachment  of  Michell,  Mompesson  and  others  by  the 
Parliament  of  1621  was  successful,  but  it  was  only  indirectly 
of  political  importance.  The  patentees  and  monopoliata 
were  chai^d,  not  with  political  crimes,  but  with  fraud  and 
injustice.  Nevertheless  as  monopolies  had  long  been 
&  political  grievance,  and  the  abuses  connected  with  them  had 
been  tolerated,  if  not  encouraged,  by  the  court,  the  punish- 
ment of  these  persons  might  be  regarded  as  a  victory  over 
the  government.  Still  more  damaging  was  the  fall  of  Bacon 
(p.  334),  for  Bacon  was  a  great  official,  the  head  of  the  law, 
and  a  trusted  minister  of  the  crown.  Corruption  in  high 
plac^  was  struck  at  in  his  person,  and  though  his  crime 
was  not  political,  his  condemnation  discredited  the  political 
system  of  the  day.  His  cjme  is  also  important  from  the  fact 
that  the  House  of  Commons,  jealous  of  its  freedom  of  action, 
resisted  the  king's  suggestion  to  change  the  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding (p.  334),  and  maintained  its  rights  of  prosecution 
intact.  The  impeachment  of  Bacon,  in  respect  of  its  poli- 
tical significance,  falls  half-way  between  the  case  of  Mom- 
pesson in  1631  and  th&t  of  Middlesex  in  1624,  as  that  again 
forms  a  stepping-stone  to  the  case  of  Buckingham,  in  which 
the  full  constitutional  importance  of  the  method  was  for  the 
first  time  displayed. 
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(e)  Patiiammlayy  Privilege. 

As  it  was  an  essential  part  of  the  Tudor  policy  to  rule  by 
means  of  Parliaments,  it  was  natural  that  they  should  do  all 
that  was  in  their  power  to  render  that  body  an  efficient 
instrument.  Hence  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  the 
sixteenth  century,  the  period  of  despotic  government,  is 
also  the  period  in  which  parliamentary  privileges  were  for 
the  first  time  clearly  formulated,  and,  with  one  exception, 
confirmed.  That  exception  is  noteworthy.  The  privilege 
which  was  not  established  during  the  period  under  review, 
is  that  one  which  an  autocratic  sovereign  could  not  afford  to 
recognize,  namely,  the  privilege  of  freedom  of  speech. 

The  practice  of  demajiding  recognition,  at  the  opening  of 
Parliament,  of  the  three  great  privileges,  freedom  from 
arrest,"  freedom  of  speech,  and  freedom  of  access,  which, 
together  with  a  favourable  construction  of  the  proceedinga 
of  the  House,  form  the  staple  of  the  Speaker's  request  at  the 
present  day,  was  a  very  modem  institution  in  the  time  of 
Elizabeth,  So  late  as  the  year  1515,  the  Speaker  followed 
the  practice  of  the  preceding  century,  and  asked  merely  for 
freedom  of  speech- and  of  access  for  himself.  Freedom  of 
speech  for  members  of  the  House  in  general  was  first 
requested  by  Speaker  Moyle  in  1543.  The  first  recorded 
occasion  on  which  the  three  customary  demands  were  made 
occurs  in  1 554.  In  the  first  Parliament  of  Elizabeth  we  are 
vaguely  told  that  the  Speaker  petitioned  for  'the  ancient 
liberties.'  In  1562  the  records  give  for  the  first  time  the 
exact  words  in  which  this  petition  was  embodied  {p,  117), 
The  custom  was,  however,  not  even  yet  fuUy  established, 
and  it  is  not  tiU  after  the  year  1571  that  it  became 
habitual. 

The  frequency  with  which  cases  ofprivilege  occurred,  and, 
probably,  the  imprisonment  of  Cope,  Wentworth,  and  others 
in  1587,  led  in  the  latter  part  of  Elizabeth's  reign  to  the 
appointment,  at  the  opening  of  each  session,  of  a  standing 
committee  for  privileges.  Such  a  committee  was  first 
appointed  in   1589  (p.   117),     A  similar  committee  was 
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appointed  at  the  opening  of  Parliament  in  1593  (p.  118). 
and  in  1597  and  1601,  and  from  that  time  onward  the 
practice  was  regularly  followed. 

Freedom  of  access  to  the  sovereign  was  held  to  be  the 
right  of  the  peers  individually,  as  hereditary  counsellors  of 
the  crown.  The  members  of  the  Lower  House  enjoyed  the 
same  privilege  through  their  Speaker.  This  important 
ofB-cial  was  the  regular  means  of  communication  between 
the  Queen  and  her  faithful  Commons.  Both  Elizabeth  and 
her  successor  constantly  made  use  of  him  to  intimate  their 
pleasure  to  the  House  (see  index).  On  the  other  hand,  it 
may  be  surmised  from  some  remarks  of  the  Lord  Keeper  in 
*593  (p-  135)  that  the  privilege  of  access  on  behalf  of  Parlia- 
ment was  so  frequently  used  aa  to  try  the  royal  patience 


The  privilege  of  fteedom  from  arrest  during  a  session  of 
Parliament,  and  for  a  certain  time  before  and  after,  in  all 
cases  except  treason,  felony  and  surety  for  the  peace, 
belonged  equally  to  both  houses.  In  the  case  of  the  Lords, 
if  precedent  were  required,  the  privilege  may  be  regarded  as 
established  by  the  release  of  Lord  Cromwell  (p.  126),  on 
which  occasion  the  Upper  House  placed  on  record  a  formal 
statement  of  their  right.  In  the  case  of  the  Commons  the 
privilege  was  confirmed  not  only  by  several  early  prece- 
dents, but  by  the  statute  of  1433  (11  Hen.  VI.  11).  The 
case  of  Speaker  Thorpe  in  1453  could  hardly  create  a  prece- 
dent to  tho  contrary,  for  on  that  occasion  the  judges  declared 
in  favour  of  the  privilege.  Ferrer's  ease,  in  1543,  is  remark- 
able as  being  the  first  in  which  the  House  of  Commons  took 
the  law  into  its  own  hands.  They  refused  the  intervention 
of  the  chancellor,  and  released  their  member  by  means  of 
a  direct  demand.  This  was  an  important  step  in  the  direction 
of  independence,  but  the  precedent  was  not  immediately 
followed.  So  late  as  the  year  1556  the  House  applied  to  the 
Chancery  for  a  writ  in  favour  of  a  burgess  named  Gardiner. 
But  towards  the  end  of  the  century  several  cases  occur  by 
which  not  only  the  privilege  itself,  but  also  the  right  to 
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enforce  it  by  independent  action  may  be  regarde<J  as  fairly 
established.  Such  eases  are  those  of  Martin  in  1587  and  of 
Fitzherbert  and  Neale  in  1593  (p.  127).  The  two  first  of  these 
eases  are  important  aa  fixing  the  time  during  which  the  privi- 
lege could  be  claimed.  In  spite  of  these  precedents,  the  privi- 
lege was  violated  in  the  first  Parliament  of  James  I,  and  it 
was  only  by  dint  of  great  perseverance  and  the  use  of  very 
strong  measures  that  the  House  of  Commons  maintained 
ifa  position.  The  difficulty  in  Sir  Thomas  Shirley's  case 
(pp.  320-323)  arose  from  the  fact  that,  ifa  person  detained 
for  debt  were  released,  the  creditor  lost  his  claim,  and  the 
gaoler  (under  Stat.  7  Hen.  IV.  4)  was  liable  to  an  action  for 
letting  him  go.  The  Warden  of  the  Fleet  prison,  in  which 
Sir  Thomas  Shirley  was  confined,  obstinately  refused  to  obey 
the  commands  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  not  even  im- 
prisonment in  a  dungeon  of  the  Tower  could  for  some  time 
overcome  his  resolution.  The  House  was  on  the  point  of 
calling  the  chancellor  to  its  aid,  but  this  retrograde  step  was 
fortunately  avoided,  and  the  ease  ended  in  a  complete  victory 
for  the  Commons.  It  necessitated  the  passing  of  no  less 
than  three  Acts  of  Parliament,  one  general  and  two  particular. 
One  of  the  two  latter,  in  which  the  claim  of  the  House,  the 
immunity  of  tlie  warden,  and  the  rights  of  the  creditor  are 
all  preserved,  is  printed  below  (p.  324).  The  general  Act, 
intended  to  obviate  ail  such  difSculties  in  future,  is  given  on 
p.  254  \     Prom  this  time  onward  the  privilege  was  secure. 

At  a  time  when,  for  the  sake  of  personal  protection  aa  well 
as  for  other  reasons,  the  regular  attendance  of  servants  was 
indispensable,  it  was  only  natural  that  the  privilege  of  free- 
dom from  arrest  should  be  extended  to  persons  in  the  service 
of  members  of  Parliament.  It  needed,  however,  many 
precedents  to  establish  it  in  the  sixteenth  century.  The 
case  of  Digges  in  1584  (p.  128)  proves  tiiat  the  Lords  could 
enforce  it  without  appeal  to  any  extraneous  authority. 
Another  ease,  that  of  Pinnies  in  the  same  year,  shows  that 
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the  privilege  was  confined  to  bona  fide  menial  servants. 
Many  eases  in  connexion  with  the  House  of  Commons  occur 
before  the  well-known  one  of  Smalleyin  1576  (p.  128).  The 
chief  importance  of  thia  affair  lies  in  the  fact  that,  whereas  in 
previous  eases  the  prisoner  was  released  by  a  writ  of  privilege 
from  the  Chancery,  in  this  case  he  was  released  by  the  direct 
action  of  the  House,  The  precedent  so  established  was  after- 
wards maintained.  It  may  be  remarked  that  Smalley  and 
his  master.  Hall,  were  subseijuenily  instrumental  in  illus- 
trating at  their  own  cost  other  privileges  of  the  House  of 
Commons  (pp.  xciii,  131). 

The  exemption  from  the  duty  of  giving  evidence  in 
a  law-court  and  from  sitting  on  juries,  may  be  considered  in 
connexion  with  the  right  of  freedom  from  arrest,  for  both 
are  baaed  on  the  paramount  necessity  ofattendanee  at  another 
and  that  the  highest  court  of  the  realm.  The  exemption 
from  service  on  juries  seem  to  have  been  feirly  established 
during  Elizabeth's  reign  (p.  129),  In  regard  to  snmmona  by 
a  subpoena,  the  matter  is  not  quite  so  clear.  The  privilege 
appears  to  have  been  established  as  against  the  StarChamber 
and  inferior  courts,  but  not  against  the  Chancery.  This 
court  resisted  the  claim  of  the  House  in  1585  (p.  129),  and 
again  in  159V,  when  the  Lord  Keeper  declared  that  'to 
revoke  the  subpoena  was  to  restrain  her  Majesty  in  her 
greatest  power,  which  is  justice  '.' 

The  rights  to  determine  questions  connected  mth  mem- 
bership of  the  House,  to  control,  punish,  or  expel  its  own 
members,  and  to  punish  attacks  made  upon  the  House  col- 
lectively or  upon  its  members  as  individuals,  are  not  among 
the  privileges  demanded  by  the  Speaker,  but  were  necessary 
in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries  to  the  efficiency 
and  independene©  of  Parliament.  These  rights  were  estab- 
lished during  the  period  under  review. 

The  returns  to  writs  for  parliamentary  elections  were  by 
an  Act  of  the  year  1406  (7  Hen,  IV,  15)  made  returnable 
into  Chancery  (p.  328),  but  during  the  fifteenth  century 
'  IfEuisa'  Jounuds,  p.  554, 
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questions  arising  out  of  them  are  said  to  have  been  deter- 
mined by  the  King  and  the  Lords.  It  was  not  till  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth  that  the  House  of  Commons  claimed  the  right 
of  settling  these  questions.  The  first  occasion  on  irhich  it 
appointed  a  special  committee  to  examine  the  returns  appears 
to  have  been  in  igSi '.  A  similar  committee  was  appointed 
in  1584  ',  "What  these  committees  did  is  not  recorded,  but 
their  proceedings  probably  fonned  precedents  for  the  conduct 
of  the  House  in  1586,  The  chancellor  and  the  judges  under- 
took in  that  year  to  settle  a  disputed  election  for  the  county 
of  Norfolk,  but  the  Commons  resolved  {p.  130)  that  in  so 
doing  they  w^ere  exceeding  their  jurisdiction.  As  the  House 
came  to  the  same  conclusion  as  the  chancellor  with  respect 
to  the  point  in  debate,  that  officer  perhaps  thought  it  was 
not  w^orth  while  to  discuss  the  question  of  jurisdiction  ;  at 
all  events  he  appears  to  have  acquiesced.  It  was  probably 
owing  to  this  affair  that  the  duty  of  examining  returns  was 
entrusted  in  1593  (p.  118)  and  subsequently  (p.  328)  to  the 
standing  committee  for  privil^es.  During  the  rest  of  the 
reign  the  Commons  seem  to  have  been  allowed  to  reap  the 
fruits  of  their  victory.  But  the  question  was  not  settled  :  it 
reappeared  in  the  famous  case  of  the  election  for  Bucks  in 
1604,  When  James'  first  Parliament  was  summoneil,  he 
took  the  unusual  step  of  issuing  a  proclamation  (p.  280),  in 
which  he  not  only  dictated  to  the  electors  and  to  the  ofBeers 
concerned  the  conduct  which  they  ought  to  pursue,  but 
expre^y  ordered  that  the  writs  should  be  returned  into 
Chancery.  "When  Parliament  met  it  was  found  (p.  335) 
that  the  first  election  for  the  county  of  Bucks  had  been 
quashed  and  a  second  election  held.  The  House  of  Commons, 
after  going  into  the  matter  at  length,  declared  the  first 
election  good,  and  admitted  Sir  Francis  Goodwin,  the  knight 
first  elected,  to  his  seat.  In  taking  this  step  they  deliber- 
ately ignored  the  king's  proclamation,  which  must  have  been 
known  to  every  member  of  the  Housa     A  long  dispute 
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ensued,  in  ■which  the  Commons,  with  an  almost  bumoroua 
combination  of  deference  and  firmness,  defended  their  position 
BO  well  that  the  king  was  forced  to  give  way.  A  compromise 
was  arranged,  in  accordance  with  which  both  decisions  were 
set  aside,  and  a  new  election  ordered  (p.  33  r).  Taken  alone,  the 
Euclid  election  would  hardly  have  made  asafcisfactory  prece- 
dent, but  the  victory  practically  remained  with  Parliament 
On  the  very  day  on  which  the  new  writ  for  an  election  for  the 
county  of  Bucks  Was  issued,  the  House  determined,  without 
contradiction,  two  other  disputed  elections  (pp.  331-333)- 
These  cases  may  be  taken  to  have  established  the  privilege, 
which  waa  never  afterwards  assailed. 

The  right  of  determining  the  qualiiications  for  member- 
ship i3  closely  connected  with  that  of  examining  returns. 
General  rules  on  this  subject  could  only  be  made  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  as  was  done  by  the  statute  of  1413(1  Hen.  Y.  i), 
which  decreed  that  only  resident  knights  or  burgesses  could 
be  elected.  As  has  already  been  observed  (above,  p.  Ixv), 
this  statute  had  become  obsolete.  A  bill  to  repeal  It  was 
introduced  in  1571,  but  after  being  twice  read  was  allowed 
to  drop'.  On  the  other  hand,  precedents  were  set  in  indi- 
vidual cases  which  practically  had  the  force  of  law.  Thus 
Smyth's  case  (1559)  decided  that  an  outlaw  could  sit,  while 
Lord  Eussell's  case  in  1576,  following  on  a  similar  case  in 
1549,  conferred  the  same  right  on  the  eldest  sons  of  peers 
(p.  131).  The  decision  in  Smyth's  case  was  upheld  in  that 
of  Vaughan  (,1581)',  while  in  the  case  of  Fitzherbert  (p.  127) 
a  distinction  was  made  between  outlawry  in  a  private  suit 
and  outlawry  at  the  suit  of  the  crown.  This  distinction 
recurs  in  the  Bucks  election  case  (p.  329).  By  admitting 
Goodwin  the  Commons  only  confirmed  their  previous  de- 
cisions, but  they  declared  their  intention  of  bringing  in  a 
hill  to  disqualify  outlaws  in  future.  The  question  of  lunacy 
has  in  recent  times  given  some  trouble,  but  the  House 
settled   it  without  difficulty  in   1566,   in  the  case  of   a 
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Mr  Feme,  elected  for  Grampound,  and  'reported  to  be 
a  lunatic,'  by  simply  issuing  a  warrant  for  a  new  election ', 
Tbe  election  for  Cambridge  in  1631  (p,  333)  settled  that 
returning  officers  could  not  return  themselves. 

The  right  of  the  House  of  Commona  to  punish  its  own 
members  was  proved  in  tbe  case  of  Peter  Wentwoith 
(p.  laz),  whose  first  committal  in  1576  was  due  to  the 
action  of  the  House  itself.  The  right  was  still  more  forcibly 
illustrated  in  the  case  of  Hall  (1581),  who,  for  a  libel  on  the 
Speaker,  was  not  only  fined  and  imprisoned,  but  expelled 
the  House  {p.  131).  Dr  Parry  was  in  1584  committed 
to  the  Serjeant's  ward  for  a  violent  speech  in  opposition 
to  the  bni  against  Jesuits,  and  was  subsequently  expelled'. 
The  right  may  be  said  to  have  been  strained  in  the  cases 
of  Sii-  K.  Floyde  and  Mr  Shepherd,  who  were  expelled  in 
1620,  the  one  for  the  crime  of  being  a  monopohst  (p.  333), 
the  other  because  he  had  spoken  disparagingly  of  the  Puritan 
Sabbath. 

Many  cases  occur  in  which  the  House  exercised  the  right 
of  punishing  those  who  violated  or  abused  its  privileges  or 
assaulted  its  members-  In  ig43  tlie  sheriffs  who  had 
arrested  Ferrers  were  committed  by  order  of  the  House. 
The  imprisonment  of  the  Warden  of  the  Fleet  and  others 
in  1604  is  an  instance  of  the  same  kind  (pp.  321,  322), 
Smalley,  whose  release  in  1576  (see  above,  p.  sc)  had 
illustrated  the  immunity  of  members'  servants  from  arrest, 
was  afterwards  discovered  to  have  friiuduleiitly  procured  his 
arrest  in  order  to  escape  payment  of  his  debt,  and  was 
severely  punished  by  the  House'.  The  case  of  Williams 
(p.  (32)  illustrates  the  special  protection  from  assault  con- 
ferred upon  members  of  Parliament.  This  privilege  was 
probably  of  very  old  standing,  for  it  had  been  extended 
by  an  Act  of  Parliament  in  1404  {5  Hen.  IV.  6)  even  to 
members'  servants.    The  right  of  committal  was  applied 

'  Commona'  Jaamals,  i.  J'j. 
*  VEure^  Joiimala,  p.  35a, 
■  lb.,  p.  158. 
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in  the  same  year  to  protect  the  privacy  of  debate  (p.  133), 
a  privilege  which  Parliament  enjoyed  in  common  with  other 
high  courts  of  law. 

But  all  these  privileges  were  of  comparatively  little  value 
if  the  one  thing  needful,  freedom  of  speech,  were  denied. 
This  all-important  privilege,  it  must  be  allowed,  was  not 
completely  established  until  the  Long  Parliament.  The 
rare  cases,  such  as  that  of  Wentworih  and  Parry  {above, 
p.  xciii),  in  which  the  House  itself  placed  restraints  upon  its 
members,  need  not  receive  more  than  passing  notice.  What 
requires  consideration  is  the  extent  to  which  the  crown 
interfered  to  check  liberty  ot  debate.  The  cases  of  Haxey 
in  1397  and  of  Strode  in  1513  are  well  known.  In  both 
casea  the  privilege  was  successfully  vindicated,  but  Strode's 
Act  (4  Hen.  VIII.  8),  though  it  barred  actions  against  mem- 
bers of  Parliament  by  other  courts  or  private  individuals  on 
account  of  things  said  or  done  in  Parliament,  was  evidently 
not  regarded  as  capable  of  application  against  the  crown. 
The  control  exercised  by  Elizabeth  over  the  introduction  of 
bills,  especially  such  as  concerned  religion,  has  already  been 
noticed  {above,  p.  Ixvi),  and  interference  with  legislation 
cannot  in  practice  be  distinguished  from  limitations  on 
freedom  of  speech.  Apart  from  ecclesiastical  affairs,  there 
were  certain  other  subjects  which  the  queen  was  very 
unwilling  to  submit  to  public  discussion.  Such  were  the 
questions  of  her  marriage  and  the  succession  to  the  crown. 
But  these  were  matters  of  such  grave  public  interest, 
especially  in  the  earlier  part  of  her  reign,  that  discussion 
ot  them  was  inevitable.  Elizabeth's  first  Parliament  pre- 
sented a  petition,  begging  her  to  marry,  to  which  she  gave 
a  gracious  answer,  couched  in  the  enigmatical  style  in  which, 
when  she  chose,  she  could  show  herself  so  remarkable  a  pro- 
ficient. The  House  expressed  its  satisfaction,  but  when,  four 
years  later,  it  met  again  and  nothing  had  been  done  to 
appease  its  anxiety,  it  could  not  help  recurring  to  the 
subject.  The  petition  of  1563,  at  once  respectful  and 
pressing,  is  printed  below  (p.   107).      The  queen's  answer 
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(p.  109)  amounted  to  a  distinct  refusal  to  show  her  hand. 
On  these  occasions,  when  we  consider  the  imperious  cha- 
racter of  Elizabeth  and  the  critical  nature  of  the  times,  it 
will  be  allowed  that  the  House  displayed  some  boldness  and 
the  queen  an  exemplary  patience.  But  when  in  1566 
Parliament  manifested  its  intention  to  persist  in  putting 
pressure  on  her,  she  could  bear  it  no  longer.  She  began 
by  intimating  her  dislike  of  their  proceedings,  and  finding 
her  hints  disregarded,  she  peremptorily  stopped  the  debate 
(p,  118).  It  was  in  vain  that  Paul  Wentworth  raised  the 
question  of  privilega  The  queen  had  the  good  sense  to 
revoke  her  formal  prohibition,  but  her  displeasure  was  so 
strongly  expressed  that  the  matter  was  allowed  to  drop, 
At  the  close  of  the  session  the  Commons  received  a  severe 
scolding  from  the  sovereign  in  person  for  their  inopportune 
and  hazardous  persistence '. 

The  middle  period  of  the  reign,  as  it  -was  the  most  critical 
for  the  safety  of  the  country,  was  also  that  in  which  liberty 
of  speech  was  most  likely  to  be  restrained.  At  the  opening 
of  Parliament  in  1571,  the  Lord  Keeper,  after  indicating  the 
subjects  which  required  attention,  took  occasion,  in  answer 
to  the  Speaker's  request  for  privileges,  to  intimate  plainly 
(p.  1 1 9)  that  the  House  would  not  be  allowed  to  stray  beyond 
these  bounds.  The  threat  was  followed  by  the  inhibition  of 
Mr  Strickland,  who  had  ventured  to  move  for  a  committee 
on  ecclesiastical  matters  and  subsequently  to  introduce  a 
bill  'for  the  reformation  of  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.' 
This  high-handed  act  aroused  so  much  resentment  (p.  irg) 
that  Strickland  was  allowed  to  return  to  bis  place,  but  the 
queen  had  h«r  way  vrith  respect  to  the  bill.  In  the  same 
session  another  member,  Mr  Bell,  who  had  called  attention 
to  the  abuse  of  licenses,  was  sununoned  before  the  Council  and 
reprimanded',  while  a  bill  of  attainder  which  was  being 
prepared  against  Mary  Queen  of  Scots  was  stayed  by  order 
of  the  crown.    The  Lord  Keeper  wound  up  the  session  with 

'  IfEvxf  Jiyamois,  p.  1 16,  '  Ih.,  p.  J41, 
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a  speech  in  which  the  '  audacity  and  presumption '  of  certain 
members  was  severely  blamed.  The  conduct  of  the  govern- 
m.ent  in  this  session,  and  in  that  of  1572  (p.  lao,  and  above, 
p.  Ixvi),  led  Peter  Wentworth  to  make  a  formal  remonstrance 
in  the  Parliament  of  1576  (p.  120),  but  all  he  gained  by  hia 
courageoua  protest  was  a  month's  imprisonment  in  the  Tower 
by  order  of  the  House  itself.  It  was  by  the  queen's  inter- 
vention that  he  was  at  length  released.  Sir  W,  Mildmay, 
speaking  on  this  occasion  (p.  122),  made  a  distinction  between 
liberty  and  licence,  which  obviously  left  it  in  the  discretion 
of  the  government  to  draw  the  line  where  it  pleased.  In 
1587  Wentworth  returned  to  the  charge,  and  drew  up 
a  series  of  questions  (p.  123)  intended  to  clear  the  way  for 
the  discussion  of  certain  proposals  made  by  Mr  Cope,  touching 
alterations  in  the  Prayer-Book,  It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
say  that  these  questions  were  not  put  to  the  House.  The 
revised  book  and  the  bill  intended  to  secure  its  adoption 
were  sent  for  by  the  queen,  and  Cope  and  his  suppoiiers, 
after  an  interview  with  the  Privy  Council,  were  conunitted 
to  the  Tower.  The  same  policy  was  pursued  in  1593,  when 
Wentworth  and  three  other  members  were  imprisoned  for 
approaching  the  House  of  Lords  with  a  view  to  a  joint 
petition  for  the  settlement  ofthe  succession,  while  Mr  Morrice 
was  secluded  for  presenting  a  bill  for  the  reformation  of  the 
church-courts'.  These  despotic  proceedings  showed  the 
determination  of  the  government  to  maintain  the  limita- 
tions set  by  the  Lord  Keeper  in  his  speech  at  the  opening 
of  Parliament  (p.  134).  The  petition  for  judgement  against 
Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  which  was  presented  in  1586  (p.  109), 
with  the  passages  that  followed,  form  no  real  departure  from 
the  rule,  for  it  is  clear  that  at  this  time  Ehzabeth  was  not 
unwilling  to  undergo  the  pressure  which  she  resented  in 
15J2,  while  her  curt  and  imperious  answer  (p.  izi)  proves 
her  resolution,  in  spite  of  this  partial  concession,  to  keep 
the  final  decision  in  her  own  hands. 

These    repeated    repressions    of    parliamentary   activity 

'  I/Ewea'  Journals,  pp.  470,  478,  49;. 
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generally  acquiesced  in  or  at  most  but  feebly  resented,  show 
that  freedom  of  speech  had  made  little  progress  during  the 
sixteenth  century.  But  the  respect  for  the  crown,  the  con- 
fidence reposed  in  its  policy,  and  the  personal  loyalty  felt 
towards  the  sovereign,  which  made  Elizabeth's  Parliaments 
so  submissive,  gave  way  to  different  feelings  in  the  following 
reign.  It  is  hardly  likely  that  James'  first  Parliament, 
which  fought  the  battle  of  privilege  so  stoutly  in  the  cases 
of  Goodwin  and  Shirley,  would  have  tamely  submitted  had 
the  ting  restricted  their  liberty  of  speech  in  the  peremptory 
manner  of  his  predecessor.  But  a  good  understanding  was 
on  the  whole  maintained  during  the  early  part  of  the  reign, 
and  no  collisions  of  this  kind  occurred.  The  iirst  attack  on 
liberty  of  speech  was  made  in  1614,  after  the  dissolution  of 
what  was  known  as  the  Addled  Parliament.  That  assembly 
had  obstinately  refused  to  grant  supplies  unless  the  king 
would  abandon  his  claim  to  impositions.  Finding  the  king 
immoveable,  they  attacked  the  courtiers  and  the  favourites. 
It  was  indicative  at  once  of  James'  timidity  and  of  his  unwis- 
dom that  he  did  not  check  the  leaders  of  the  opposition 
while  the  House  was  sitting,  but  punished  them  when 
nothing  was  to  be  gained.  After  Parliament  had  broken 
up,  the  more  violent  speakers  were  sent  to  the  Tower ; 
others  were  ordered  to  remain  in  London ;  others  again 
were  struck  off  the  commission  of  the  peace.  In  i6gi 
James  went  further.  The  first  session  of  that  year  was  in 
the  main  successful  and  harmonious,  but  the  king  showed 
his  displeasure  against  Sandys,  who  had  already  suffered  in 
1614,  by  imprisoning  him  during  the  adjournment.  When 
the  House  met  again,  questions  were  asked  as  to  the  cause  of 
his  detention.  In  an  arrogant  and  ill-tempered  message 
(p.  310)  James  not  only  declared  his  intention  of  punishing 
any  member  whose  conduct  might  appear  to  him  to  merit 
punishment,  but  forbade  the  House  to  proceed  with  the  dis- 
cussion of  foreign  affairs,  respecting  which  they  had  already 
drawn  up  a  petition  (p.  307).  The  reply  of  the  Commons 
(p.  311)  was  temperaf«  but  firm.     They  insisted  on   their 
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right  to  discuss  foreign  affairs,  and  on  the  recognition  of 
liberty  of  speech  as  their  'undoubted  inheritance'  (cf.p.  288). 
On  this  point  James  joined  issue.  His  remark—'  set  chairs 
for  the  ambassadors  ' — made  on  the  arrival  of  the  parliamen- 
tary deputies,  showed  that  he  was  not  blind  to  the  fact  that 
Parliament  had,  whether  it  knew  it  or  not,  assumed  the 
position  of  an  independent  power.  From  this  position 
he  wae  resolved  to  drive  them.  His  rejoinder  (p.  313) 
challenged  the  rights  which  they  had  claimed,  and  asserted 
that  their  privileges,  far  from  being  heritable  possessions, 
depended  merely  on  the  sovereign's  grace.  Such  an  asser- 
tion was  destructive  of  the  objects  for  which  Parliament 
existed.  The  famous  protest  of  1621  (p.  313)  was  the  result. 
It  was  in  vain  that  the  king  tore  it  from  the  book  :  it 
remained  engraved  on  the  heart  of  the  nation.  The  im- 
prisonment of  Coke  and  other  leading  members  was  equally 
futile  I  in  the  Parliament  of  1624  James  was  forced  to  yield 
all  that  the  Parliament  of  1621  had  demanded.  More  than 
half  a  century  elapsed  before  the  final  victory  was  won,  but 
the  Long  Parliament,  the  Revolution,  and  the  Bill  of  Eights 
merely  developed  and  established  the  principles  on  which 
the  men  of  1621  had  taken  their  stand, 


Council,  Ministers  amh  Star-Chamber. 
If  the  control  over  legislation  and  taxation  was  mainly  in 
the  hands  of  Parliament,  the  command  of  the  executive 
belonged  exclusively  to  the  sovereign,  acting  either  alone  or 
through  the  Council.  Over  this  body  Parhament  had  no 
control.  The  fact  that  Privy  Councillors  were  almost  always 
members  of  one  or  other  House  was  not,  in  the  period 
under  review,  a  means  whereby  the  larger  body  could 
influence  the  smaller :  on  the  contrary,  it  enabled  the 
Council  more  easily  to  sway  the  mind  and  guide  the  actions 
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of  Parliament.  How  much  influence  the  Council  could  bring 
to  bear  upon  the  crown  it  is  difficult  to  say.  The  extent  of 
that  influence  depended  mainly  on  the  personal  character  of 
the  sovereign.  It  was  certainly  larger  in  the  days  of  the 
Stewarts  than  in  those  of  the  Tudors,  but  even  under  the 
most  self-willed  monarchs  of  that  imperious  line  it  must 
have  been  considerable.  For  though  the  sovereign  nomin- 
ated the  members  of  the  Council  (p.  179)  and  personally 
superintended  all  the  higher  departments  of  State,  he  was 
forced,  even  if  as  watchful  and  laborious  as  Henry  VIII  or 
Elizabeth,  to  leave  much  to  his  subordinates.  Men  of  the 
type  of  Eurghley  and  Walsingham,  Mildmay  and  Henry 
Sydney,  Knollys  and  Kobert  CecU,  were  no  servile  instru- 
ments. Apart  from  the  force  of  routine  and  the  influence 
inseparable  from  the  management  of  details,  the  counsel  and 
experience  of  such  men  must  have  largely  modified  the 
policy  of  the  State,  If  this  was  the  case  under  Elizabeth,  it 
was  much  more  so  under  James,  whose  constitutional  indo- 
lence and  carelessness  left  public  business  mostly  in  the 
hands  of  ministers.  The  great  difference  between  these 
sovereigns,  so  far  as  their  attitude  towards  state-officials  is 
Concerned,  liea  in  this,  that  Elizabeth,  though  she  had  her 
favourites,  never  trusted  them  with  supreme  control, 
whereas  James  allowed  them  to  direct  the  goveriiment, 
Leicester,  Hatton  and  Essex  were  loaded  with  gifts  and  had 
ready  access  to  the  sovereign's  ear,  but  it  was  Eurghley  who 
governed  for  the  queen  :  Buckingham,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  Leicester  and  Eurghley  rolled  into  one. 

The  Council,  or  Privy  Council— for  these  titles  are  indis- 
criminately used— was  not,  during  this  period,  a  large  body. 
It  numbered,  as  a  rule,  about  seventeen  or  eighteen  persons, 
most  of  whom  were  high  officers  of  State.  Its  members/'' 
took  a  special  oath  (p.  165),  The  only  survival  of  the  old 
'concilium  ordinarium'  as  distinguished  from  the  inner, 
confidential  body,  the  Privy  Council,  which  had  gradually 
engrossed  its  functions,  is  to  be  found  in  the  existence  of 
certain  legal  quasi-councillors,  'the  Queen's  Counsel  learned 
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in  the  law'  fpp.  167,  403),  whose  advice  or  assistance  might 
be  requireil  in  legal  matters,  but  who  otherwise  had  no  part 
in  the  business  of  the  Council,  Under  Elizabeth  the  coun- 
cillors were,  with  rare  exceptions,  laymen :  even  under 
James  I  the  clerical  element  was  small  and  comparatively 
unimportant.  The  Church  bad  now  resigned  all  claim  upon 
the  great  temporal  offices :  no  churchman  held  such  offices 
under  EUzabeth ;  Bishop  Williams,  who  became  Lord 
Keeper  in  1621,  was  the  only  exception  under  James  I. 
Among  the  great  officers,  the  Lord  Chancellor  still  possessed 
a  technical  precedence.  The  great  seal  was  occasionally  put 
in  commission,  but  only  for  short  intervals.  A  Lord  Keeper 
often  appears  instead  of  the  chancellor,  but  this  made  no 
practical  difference,  for,  by  an  Act  of  1563  (5  Eliz.  18,  p.  441), 
their  authority  was  declared  identical.  The  political  in- 
fluence of  the  chancellor  was,  however,  not  what  it  had 
once  been  :  the  position  of  the  first  minister,  if  it  is  not 
premature  to  use  the  phrase,  was  held  by  otheis,  sometimes 
by  the  treasurer,  sometimes  even  (as  was  the  case  with  the 
Cecils)  by  the  secretary.  In  James'  reign  the  Treasury, 
like  the  Chancery,  was  sometimes  put  in  commission. 

Of  the  other  great  officers  nothing  need  here  be  said,  but 
the  office  of  Secretary,  or  Principal  Secretary,  deserves  more 
than  passing  notice.  These  officers — for  at  this  time  there 
were  generally  two — were  characteristic  instruments  of  the 
Tudor  system.  Their  origin,  indeed,  lies  much  further 
back,  but  their  political  importance  dates  from  the  establish- 
\  ment  of  the  Tudor  autocracy,  and  is  indicative,  we  might 
X  \  almost  say,  of  the  beginning  of  government  in  the  modern 
^  sense.  During  the  Middle  Ages  life  was  simple,  and  govern- 
ment was  largely  a  matter  of  laissez-faire  ;  it  was  for  the  most 
part  occasional  and  spasmodic,  negative  rather  than  positive, 
coercive  rather  than  educational.  It  consisted  chiefly  in 
collecting  tases,  suppressing  rebellions,  and  maintaining  the 
authority  of  the  common  law.  The  relations  with  foreign 
powers  were  broken  and  irregular ;  permanent  embassies  were 
unknown.     But  with  the  Tudors  life  became  more  comples, 
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foreign  affairs  more  engrossing,  and  government  e 
new  phase.  It  became  universal,  constant  and  penetrative  :  it 
began  to  regulate,  with  increasing  minuteness,  the  ordinary 
affairs  of  life :  it  added  direction  to  control.  Legislation 
grew  by  leaps  and  bounds.  New  machinery  was  invented, 
or  old  maeliinery  expanded,  to  execute  the  laws  ;  while  the 
free  spaces  left  by  statute  were  constantly  narrowed  by 
ordinance  and  proclamation.  In  this  development  the 
Council  took  the  chief  part,  and  in  the  work  of  the  Council 
the  secretary  became  more  and  more  indispensabla  The 
ancient  departments,  the  Church,  the  Law,  the  Eevenue, 
the  Court,  the  Navy,  might  be  left  to  the  old  officials 
— the  Archbishops  and  Bishops,  the  Chancellor  and  the 
Judges,  the  Treasurer  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
the  Steward,  the  Admiral,  with  their  ancient  courts  and 
their  new  assistants — but  local  government,  industry  and 
trade,  the  colonies,  Ireland,  and  above  all  the  diplomatic 
relations  with  foreign  States,  requii'ed  constant  attention. 
F  th  matters  the  sovereign  was  primarily  responsible, 
1  ut  t  wa  chiefly  through  the  secretary  that  he  exercised 
h  up  vision.  Through  this  channel  he  conveyed  his 
pi  u  to  the  heads  of  departments,  to  the  Lords-Lieu- 
t  nant  t  the  Councils  of  the  North  and  of  Wales,  to  the 
L  d  Deputy  in  Ireland,  to  the  ambassadors  abroad.  The 
secretary  was  responsible  for  the  minutes  of  the  Council,  and 
was  expected  to  act  as  a  repository  of  all  useful  information. 
Some  of  his  muJtifaTioua  duties  are  noted  in  a  memorandum 
printed  belovffp.  i66).j  His  office  is  the  germfrom which  the 
great  BecretariaTa^jattinents  of  the  present  day  have  sprung. 
The  powers  of  the  Council  in  its  corporate  capacity  were 
so  wide  and  various  that  anything  like  a  full  description  of 
them  would  require  a  separate  treatise.  It  has  been  rightly 
said  that  the  period  of  the  Tudors  and  the  early  Stewarts  was 
the  '  period  of  government^ by  Council.'  In  other  words,  it 
was  in  and  through  the  Council  that  the  absolute  monarchy 
performed  its  work.  Representing  the  sovereign,  who  was 
>  be  present  there  (p.  183),  the  Council 
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supei-vised  the  adminiat  ration  of  the  laws,  regulated  trade 
and  w^ea,  banished  rogues,  dealt  with  obstinate  recusants, 
.  -  granted  licences  to  travel,  restricted  the  press,  administered 
oaths  of  allegianee,  reprimanded  juries,  kept  an  eye  on  the 
law-courts,  the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  the  great  Councils 
of  the  North  and  Wales,  and  even  to  some  estent  controlled 
the  Church.  It  deliherated  on  all  affairs  of  State,  searched 
out  plots,  took  measures  to  suppress  rebellions  in  Ireland  or 
to  repel  an  invasion  of  the  coasts,  called  out  the  national 
forces  and  directed  the  movements  of  the  fleet.  It  was  con- 
stituted, with  the  addition  of  certain  other  persons,  a  council 
of  regency  in  the  case  of  the  queen's  sudden  death  {p.  8i). 
In  its  right  to  issue  orders  or  ordinances,  e.  g.  for  the  censor- 
ship of  the  press,  It  possessed  a  semi-legislative  power : 
through  its  commercial  regulations,  its  management  of  loans 
and  benevolences,  and  its  determination  of  military  liabilities, 
it  shared  control  over  taxation  :  finally  it  possessed  a  wide- 
spread and  peculiarly  despotic  jurisdiction. 

This  jurisdiction  was  partly  appellate,  partly  original. 
The  supreme  juMsdiction  of  the  king  in  Council  was,  as 
Bacon  say^dtjtflB^  through  all  the  changes  and  develop- 
ment of  ttte  judicial  system,  always  reserved.  The  appellate 
jurisdiction  of  the  Council  in  civil  cases  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  seriously  objected  to,  and,  surviving  the  Long 
Parliament,  has  continued  till  the  present  day.  Its  original 
criminal  jurisdiction  was  of  far  greater  constitutional  im- 
portance and  requires  longer  notice.  Many  complaints  had 
been  made  against  it  in  the  fourteenth  century,  but  in  the 
early  part  of  the  Lancastrian  period  the  control  which 
Parliament  obtained  over  the  Council  modified  this  jealousy, 
and  Acts  were  passed  (e.  g.  13  Hen.  IV.  7  ;  2  Hen.  V.  (i) 
8,  confirmed  by  19  Hen.  VII.  13)  which  conferred  upon  it 
statutory  powers  to  punish  riots.  These  powers  were 
extended  in  1453  (31  Hen.  VI.  2),  so  as  to  cover  other 
misdemeanours.  The  famous  Act  of  1487  (3  Hen.  VII.  1) 
is  therefore  no  isolated  phenomenon,  but  is  to  be  con- 
sidered in  connexion  with  the  foregoing  statutes.     It  created 
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urt,  consisting  of  certain  great  officials  and  other 
of  the  Council,  with  two  judges,  and  endowed  it 
with  large  but  specific  powers.  This  is  the  court  afterwards 
known  as  the  Star-Chamber,  and  abolished  in  1641,  The 
Act  of  148J,  while  setting  up  this  new  machinery,  did  not 
repeal  the  aboye-mentioned  Acts,  or  in  any  way  limit  the 
jurisdiction,  partly  customary,  partly  statutory,  exercised 
by  the  Council.  For  some  time  the  Council  and  the  court 
remained  quite  distinct,  and  their  jurisdictions,  though  at 
least  partially  overlapping,  were  exercised  concurrently. 
Since  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  the  court  were  Privy 
Councillors,  this  need  not  have  led  to  any  collision.  That 
the  court  of  1487  existed  in  its  original  form  down  to  the 
year  1529  is  clear  from  an  Act  of  that  year  (zi  Hen,  VIII. 
20),  by  which  its  jurisdiction  was  confirmed,  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  added  to  it. 

But  about  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth  century  an  im- 
portant change  took  place  in  its  composition.  The  Star- 
Chamber,  as  we  know  it  in  Elizabeth's  reign  and  subse- 
quently, is  no  longer  the  small  body  constituted  in  1487, 
but  a  court  consisting  of  all  the  members  of  the  Privy 
Council  together  with  the  two  chief  justices.  This  is  clear 
not  only  from  the  evidence  of  contemporary  writers  (pp.  175, 
180,  182,  403,  408),  but  from  many  incidental  allusions, 
and  from  the  records  of  the  court.  These  records'  show 
that,  while  the  court  was  sometimes  smaller  in  respect  of 
numbers  than  that  constituted  in  1487,  it  was  generally 
much  larger,  and  that  a  bishop  was  not  by  any  means 
always  present.  This  discrepancy  has  led  some  eminent 
writers  to  conclude,  that  the  court  established  in  1487  was 
not  the  Star-Chamber,  that  it  ceased  to  exist  about  the 
middle  of  the  sixteenth  century,  and  consequently  that  the 
Star-Chamber  (that  is,„  the  court  known  by  that  name  in 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth  and  afterwards)  could  not  base  any 
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of  its  jui-isdietion  on  the  Act  of  1487 ',  But  there  does  not 
appear  to  be  sufficient  ground  for  this  conclusion,  and  it  is 
opposed  to  the  tradition  of  the  sixteenth  century,  which,  in 
a  matter  of  so  recent  dat«,  may  probably  be  trusted.  The 
Act  of  1487,  though  no  name  is  mentioned  in  the  body  of 
the  Act,  is  headed  '  Pro  Camera  Stellata.'  This  phrase  might 
be  taken  to  imply  that  the  '  Camera  St«llata '  already  ex- 
isted, and  that  the  Act  merely  confirmed  and  expanded  its 
jurisdiction  (cf.  175,  408);  but  however  this  may  be,  we  may 
certainly  infer  that,  at  the  time  when  the  Act  in  question 
was  enrolled,  the  court  which  it  created  was  regarded  as  '  the 
Court  of  Star-Chamber.'  The  Statute  of  Retainers,  passed  in 
1503  {19  Hen.  VII.  14,  §  6)  mentions  the  jurisdiction  of  'the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  England  .  ,  ,  in  the  Star-Chamber'  as 
concurrent  for  the  purposes  contemplated  in  the  Act  with 
the  jurisdictions  of  '  the  King  and  his  Council '  and  the 
'  King  in  his  Bench.'  A  Statute  of  1536  (28  Hen.  Till.  10, 
§§  4i  5)  orders  that  certain  offenders  shall  be  bound  over  to 
appear  'before  the  King  and  his  Council  in  the  Star- 
Chamber  at  Westminster,'  and  that  the  bonds  for  their 
appearance  are  to  ha  certified  'into  the  Star-Chamher.'  It 
may  perhaps  be  inferred  from  this  Act  that  the  expansion 
spoken  of  above  had  already  taken  place.  That  in  1563 
the  court  was  believed  to  have  had,  ao  far,  a  continuous  and 
unbroken  existence,  is  proved  by  a  Statute  of  that  year 
(g  Eliz.  9,  §  7),  which  provides  '  that  this  Act  .  .  .  shall  not 
.  .  .  restrain  the  power  given  by  Act  of  Parliament  made 
in  the  time  of  Henry  VII  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  others 
of  the  King's  Council  for  the  time  being,  to  examine  and 
punish  riots  [&c.]  :  which  Lord  Chancellor  and  others  since 
the  making  of  the  said  Act  have  most  commonly  used  to 
hear  and  determine  such  matters  in  the  court  at  West> 
minster  commonly  called  the  Star-Chamber.' 

These  extracts  seem  conclusive  of  the  point  that  the  court 


yGoosle 


The  Court  of  Star-Chamher.  cv 

established  in  1487  was  historically  identical  with  the  court 
known  in  Elizabeth's  reign  aa  the  Star-ChaHiber,  and  the 
conclusion  is  confirmed  by  all  contemporary  writers  on  the 
subject.  In  default  of  clear  evidence  it  seems  reasonable  to 
suppose  that,  at  some  time  between  1529  and  the  earlier 
part  of  Elizabeth's  reign — perhaps  even  before  1547 — by 
some  process  of  which  we  have  no  recoi-d,  whether  by  an 
ordinance  of  the  crown  similar  to  that  of  1529,  or  by 
8  gradual  and  unobserved  amalgamation  with  the  larger 
body,  the  composition  of  the  court  imderwent  a  changa 
The  fact  that  the  Council  and  the  court  esercised  very 
similar  jurisdictions,  and  that  the  court  was  at  first  little 
more  than  a  committee  of  the  Council (cf.  p.  i8z),  facilitated 
this  process.  When  once  the  Privy  Councillors,  as  a  body, 
had  come  to  be  regarded  as  ex-officio  members  of  the  Star-  [, 
Chamber,  it  was  only  natural  that  the  Council  should  gradually 
transfer  its  criminal  jurisdictioii  to  the  latter.  The  two  bodies 
(with  the  exception  of  the  justices)  being  now  identical,  it 
mattered  little  in  which  capacity,  as  Councillors  or  as  Star- 
Chamber  judges,  their  members  discharged  their  judicial 
functions ;  and  since  there  was  a  better  statutory  foundation 
for  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Star-Chamber  than  for  that  of  the 
Council,  while  in  the  fonner  they  had,  what  they  had  not 
in  the  latter — the  assistance  of  legal  advisers — it  was  more 
convenient  to  discharge  those  functions  in  the  Star-Chamber. 
The  relation  between  the  Privy  Council  and  the  8tar-Chamber 
during  the  period  under  review  thus  resembles  very  closely 
that  which  existed  between  the  Curia  Eegis  and  the  Ex- 
chequer in  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  Henry  IL 

But  the  change  described  al>ove  laid  the  court  open  to 
legal  ohjeetioi^whichwere  eventually  fatal.  The  old  dislike 
of  the  coneiliar  jurisdiction,  though  it  was  latent  during 
the  Tudor  times,  had  never  been  altogether  appeased,  and 
it  revived  in  the  seventeenth  century.  Now  only  a  part,  and 
that  probably  the  smaller  part,  of  the  jurisdiction  exercised 
by  the  Star-Chamber  in  the  seventeenth  century  could  be 
based  on  the  Act  of  1487.     It  ^vas  on  this  ground  that 
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Chambers  in  1629  resisted  its  judgement.  '  The  Exchequer, 
holding  that  the  Star-Chamber  existed  long  before  1487, 
and  therefore  did  not  depend  for  its  jurisdiction  on  the  Act 
of  Henry  VII,  rejected  the  plea.  In  this  decision  they  took 
the  line  already  taken  by  authorities  so  diverse  as  Coke 
(p.  401)  and  Bacon  (p.  408).  Those  great  lawyers  may 
have  been  incorrect  in  saying  that  the  '  Court  of  Star- 
Chamber,'  that  is,  a  court  known  by  that  name,  existed 
before  the  Tudors ;  but  they  are  right  in  their  main  con- 
tention that  the  court  as  they  knew  it,  that  is  the  Privy 
Council  in  its  judicial  capacity,  could  trace  its  jurisdiction 
to  a  far  earlier  date.  Nevertheless  the  lawyers  of  the  Long 
Parliament,  ■when  they  abolished  the  Star-Chamber,  justified 
their  action  on  the  ground  that  it  had  exceeded  the  powers 
conferred  upon  it  by  the  Act  of  1487.  Some  confusion  in 
regM-d  to  the  antiquity  of  the  name  of  the  court  has  been 
caused  by  the  fact  that,  so  far  baek  as  the  reign  of 
Edward  III,  a  room  called  the  Star-Chamber,  the  chamhre 
des  etoiles,  was  used  by  the  Council,  whether  sitting  judicially 
or  otherwise ;  while  in  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth 
centuries  the  Council  transacted  much  of  its  non-judicial 
business  in  the  same  room  {e,  g,  p.  168). 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  its  method  of  procedure 
when  at  the  height  of  its  activity  and  the  zenith  of  its 
power,  are  too  well  known  to  require  discussion  here.  They 
are  described  in  the  passages  printed  below,  and  illustrated 
by  every  history  of  the  time.  It  is  worth  while,  however, 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that,  at  least  till  the  end  of  the 
fifteenth  century,  the  court  was  neither  regarded  with 
dislike  nor  charged  with  illegality.  Historians  like  Camden, 
lawyers  like  Coke,  statesmen  like  Smith,  philosophers  like 
Bacon,  country  gentlemen  like  Lambard,  combine  in  its 
praise.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  it  was  looked  upon  not 
as  an  instrument  of  tyranny  but  as  the  guardian  of  order, 
while  even  in  that  of  James  I,  a  very  lai^  part  of  the  busi- 
ness that  came  before  it  arose  from  suits  brought  by  private 
persons.     It  was  not  till  the  king  and  the  nation  were  at 
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e  that  it  was  used  to  maintain  a  hateful  despotism. 
It  ia  even  possible  that,  had  it  kept  clear  of  ecelesJastieal 
affairs,  it  might  have  escaped  the  fate  that  overtook  it  in 
1641.  It  was  apparently  Whitgift  who  first  led  it  into 
these  thorny  paths,  tinder  bis  influence,  and  subsequently 
under  that  of  Laud,  it  sometimes  dealt  with  cases  which 
ought,  if  dealt  with  at  all,  to  have  been  dealt  with  by  the 
High  Commission,  and  thus  religious  feeling  had  no  little 
share  in  the  ruin  of  an  institution  which  had  been  called 
into  being  to  suppress  baronial  anarchy. 


The  JuracATUEE. 
The  constitutional  importance  of  the  judicial  system  in 
the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries  may  be  inferred  from 
the  following  considerations.  The  old  province  of  the 
common-law  courts  was  not  only  narrowed  by  the  equitable 
jurisdiction  of  the  Chancery  and  (till  1599)  of  the  Court  of  . 
E«quests,  but  it  was  invaded  on  several  sides  by  the  later 
developments  of  the  ecclesiastical  tribunals.  It  was  further 
encroached  upon  by  the  Star-Chamber,  by  the  local  courts 
framed  on  the  model  of  that  institution,  and  by  other  courts 
such  as  the  Admiralty.  The  growing  jurisdiction  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace,  while  it  conduced  to  the  maintenance 
of  law,  lightened  the  duties  and  diminished  the  importance 
of  the  justices  of  assize.  Again,  the  common-law  courts 
were  used  by  the  Stewarts  to  support  their  claim  to  absolute 
authority,  especially  in  regard  to  financial  exactions,  and 
judges  such  as  Coke  and  Crew,  who  refused  to  further  the 
wishes  of  the  crown,  were  liable  to  dismissal.  Closely 
connected  with  this  was  the  practice,  often  adopted  by  the 
two  first  Stewarts,  of  consulting  the  judges  about  consti- 
tutional questions  in  an  extra-judicial  manner,  a  method 
obviously  open  to  grave  abuses.  The  rules  of  common- 
law  were  occasionally  set  aside  in  favour  of  parliamentary 
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privileges,  or  temporarily  suspended  by  the  establishment  of 
martial  law  in  particular  districts  or  for  certain  classes  of 
persons.  They  were  repeatedly  strained  or  violated  by  the 
high-handed  action  of  great  oificials  or  members  of  the 
Privy  Council,  hy  the  evasions  of  statutes  and  the  creation 
of  special  tribunals  in  political  trials,  and  by  the  subservience 
or  intimidation  of  juries.  Lastly,  the  great  extension  of  the 
law  of  treason  placed  many  persons  in  danger  of  their  lives 
for  acts  which  were  not  previously  treasonable  or  which 
were  unlikely  to  be  committed  except  in  circumsf-ances 
peculiar  to  the  Tudor  and  Stewart  times. 

An  account  of  the  ancient  Supreme  Courts,  the  King's 
Bench,  the  Common  Pleas,  and  the  Exchequer,  together 
vrith  the  High  Court  of  Chancery,  which  underwent  no 
important  changes  during  this  period,  would  be  out  of 
place  here.  It  is  worth  .1  passing  mention  that  the  Court 
of  Requests,  a  sort  of  poor-man's  Chancery,  presided  over 
by  the  I^ord  Privy  Seal,  was  in  1599,  after  an  existence  of 
some  two  centmies,  declared  by  the  court  of  King's  Bench 
to  have  no  judicial  powers.  In  spite  of  this  decision,  which 
illustrates  the  very  insecure  foundation  on  which  a  large 
part  of  the  Tudor  system  stood,  the  extant  records  of  the 
court  show  that  it  continued  to  act  until  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment. Much  importance  has  been  attached  to  the  fact  that 
the  judges  of  the  High  Courts  of  Justice  retained  office  '  at 
the  good  pleasure'  of  the  crown.  That  this  w^as  not  always 
the  case  is  shown  by  the  Commission  to  Baron  Flowerdue, 
printed  below  (p.  143)  ;  and  Coke  (Inst,  lY.  117)  tells  us 
that  the  Chief  Baron  always  held  office  on  a  permanent 
tenure.  This  distinction  was  not  worthless,  as  is  shown 
by  the  ease  of  Chief  Baron  Walter,  who  in  1629  re- 
fused to  surrender  his  patent  without  a  fair  trial:  but 
the  king  practically  attained  his  object  by  forbidding 
Walter  to  take  his  seat  upon  the  bench.  It  should  be 
mentioned  here  that  a  court  of  appeal  from  the  King's  Bench 
called  the  Court  of  Exchequer^^hamber,  and  consisting  of 
the  Justices  of  the  Common  Pleas  and  the  Barons  of  the 
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Exchequer  was  established  in  1585  (27  Eliz.  8).  A  similar 
court  for  appeals  from  the  Exchequer  was  created  iu  1589 
(31  Eliz.  i).  For  some  purpoaes,  e.g.  in  the  post^nati  case 
and  in  that  of  Hampden,  all  twelve  judges  were  associated 
together.  The  commissions  of  'Oyer  and  Terminer'  and 
'  Oaol  Delivery,'  under  which  the  justices  went  on  circuit, 
are  printed  below  (pp.  361,  363I,  For  this  purpose  the 
English  counties  were  now  divided  into  six  circuits,  and 
the  justices  of  both  benches,  with  the  Barons  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  the  Lord  Chancellor,  were  employed.  It  was 
probably  to  facilitate  their  participation  in  these  duties  that 
the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer  were  in  Elizabeth's  reign 
placed  on  a  level  with  the  juaticea  of  either  bench  (cf. 
P-  143)- 

One  of  the  most  striking  features  of  the  Tudor  system 
was  the  large  number  of  courts  possessing  special  jurisdic- 
tion or  dealing  with  limited  districts.  Several  of  these  were  1 
established  in  the  sixteenth  century,  but  some  were  of 
older  date.  One  group  of  these  courts  was  associated  with 
certain  great  officers,  such  as  the  Lord  Steward  of  the 
Household,  the  Lord  Admiral  (see  below,  p,  cxii),  and  the 
Earl  Marshal  Another  group  dealt  with  special  bi-anchea 
of  the  revenue  :  such  were  the  Court  of  Augmentations  and 
the  Court  of  First-fruits  and  Tenths,  the  outcome  of  the 
Eeformation,  and  the  Court  of  Wards  and  Liveries,  which 
maintained  the  feudal  rights  of  the  crown.  A  third  group 
consisted  of  the  older  palatine  and  local  courts,  the  Courts 
of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  and  the  County  of  Cheater,  and 
the  Stannary  Courts  in  the  Duchy  of  ComwalL  The  forest- 
courts,  which  still  maintained  a  certain  jurisdiction  over 
considerable  tracts  of  country,  are  among  the  oldest  of  these 
local  tribunals. 

But  none  of  these  special  courts  was  so  important  or  so 
characteristic  of  the  Tudor  times  as  the  courts  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Council  in  the  North  Parts  and  of  the  President 
and  Council  of  Wales  and  the  Marches.  The  Council  of 
the  North  was  set  up  in  1539,  but  appears  to  have  had  no 
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statutory  basis.  It  was,  however,  recognized  in  an  Act  of 
1540  (32  Hen.  VIII.  50),  and  also  in  one  of  1571  (13  Eliz. 
13),  The  Council  of  WaJea  existed  before  1542,  but  was 
confirmed  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  that  year  {34  Hen.  VIII. 
26).  Both  institutions,  it  must  be  allowed,  bad  some 
or^nal  justification  in  the  circumstances  of  the  districts 
over  which  they  ruled.  The  lawlessness  of  the  Scottish 
border  is  well  known,  and  special  measures  for  the  main- 
tenance of  order  in  these  unruly  districts  were  not  un- 
frequently  legalized  by  Act  of  Parliament  (pp.  log,  270'. 
The  union  of  1603  did  not  by  any  means  immediately  put 
a  stop  to  the  evil  (p.  269).  Moreover  the  whole  of  the 
North  was  in.  a  backward  condition  and  more  or  less  tumul- 
tuous. In  this  district— not  to  go  further  back  than  the 
sixteenth  century — originated  the  Pilgrimage  of  Grace  in 
1536  and  the  rebellion  oi  the  Northern  Earls  in  1569.  The 
condition  of  the  Welsh  border  had  been  in  former  days  as 
bad  as  that  of  the  Scotch,  and  though  the  principality  had 
become  so  far  civilized  as  to  be  represented  in  Parliament, 
it  was  stUl  regarded  aa  a  half  conquered  country,  requiring 
distinct  fcri^tment  The  Act  of  1542  (34  Hen.  VIII.  26), 
which  confeiTed  Parliamentary  representation  upon  Wales, 
also  gave  the  King  (§  119)  power  'to  make  laws  and  ordi- 
nances'  for  that  country  'at  his  pleasure,'  and  this  clause 
was  not  repealed  till  1624  (p.  277).  There  was  less  excuse 
for  the  Council  of  the  West,  erected  by  Statute  in  1540 
(32  Hen.  VIII.  50)  on  the  model  of  the  Councils  of  Wales 
and  of  the  North,  and  this  court  had  but  a  brief  existence. 

The  Council  of  the  North  exercised  jurisdiction  over  the 
shires  of  Northumberland,  Cumberland,  Westmoreland, 
Durham,  and  York.  It  consisted  of  a  large  number  of 
persons,  including  several  ecclesiastics,  but  only  five  of  its 
members,  exclusive  of  the  President  and  Vice-President, 
were  bound  to  continual  attendance.  These  regular  atten- 
dants received  a  salary  and  other  allowances.  The  special 
object  of  the  court  seems  to  have  been  the  suppression  of 
riots  and  other  disturbances,  as  well  as  of  liveries  and  main- 
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tenance  and  similar  survivals  of  feudal  times,  which  tended 
to  violence  and  injustice.  But  its  jurisdiction,  as  defined 
in  the  instructions  printed  helow  (p-  363),  went  far  beyond 
this.  It  was  to  aid  the  bishops  and  the  High  Commis- 
sioners in  the  discovery  and  repression  of  recusants  and  in 
the  maint«nanee  of  uniformity  and  good  morals,  to  watch 
over  the  interests  of  agriculture,  to  protect  the  poor  against 
the  rich,  to  supervise  the  proceedings  of  justices  of  the 
peace,  to  provide  for  the  defence  of  the  border,  and  gene- 
rally to  maintain  the  laws.  It  was  empowered  to  inflict 
almost  any  penalty  short  of  death.  In  cases  of  special 
difficulty  or  importance  the  President  and  Council  were  to 
apply  to  the  justices  of  the  higher  courts  or  to  the  Privy 
Council,  and  to  act  according  to  their  advice.  Apart  from 
this  last  provision,  they  vrere  practically  independent,  and 
no  appeal  seems  to  have  been  allowed  from  their  decisions. 
In  addition  to  the  multifarious  duties  laid  upon  the  members 
of  the  Council  by  these  instructions,  they  received  a  com- 
mission containing  powezs  to  determine  real  and  personal 
actions  in  cases  in  which  either  party  was  too  poor  to  resort 
to  the  usual  course  of  law.  They  are  also  found  holding 
ordinary  sessions,  Oyer  and  Terminer,  and  gaol  deKvery, 
hearing  indictments  for  murder  and  felony,  and  executing 
felons.  In  this  respect  their  powers  exceeded  even  those  of 
the  Star-Cham  ber. 

The  iristructions  issued  to  the  Council  of  Wales  (p.  378) 
are  very  similar.  This  body  contained  nearly  twice  as  many 
members  as  the  northern  court,  but  the  number  of  regular 
paid  councillors  is  the  same.  Special  powers  were  granted 
to  determine  real  and  personal  actions,  subject  to  certain 
limitations,  and  to  reinstate  persons  violently  ousted  from 
their  lands.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  court  covered  not  only 
the  whole  of  Wales,  but  also  the  five  border-counties  of 
Gloucester,  Worcester,  Hereford,  Monmouth,  and  Shrop- 
shire. Its  control  over  four  of  these  counties  was  objected  to 
by  Parliament  in  1610  (p.  307},  and  was  attacked  by  Coke 
(Inst.  IV.  243),  but  was  apparently  maintained  until  1641, 
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when  both  this  court  and  that  of  the  North,  together  with 
the  courts  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster  and  the  County  of 
Chester,  were  abolished  by  Act  of  Parliament  (17  Car.  I. 
10.  s^  7). 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  of  the  local  courts,  established 
like  those  of  Wales  and  the  North,  for  political  objects  as 
well  as  for  the  maintenance  of  justice,  was  the  Court  of 
Castie  Cha,mber  in.  Ireland  'p,  iRo)'  It  was  framed  ex- 
pressly on  the  model  of  the  Star-Chamber  in  this  country, 
aimed  at  similar  objects,  and  proceeded  by  similar  methods. 
Like  the  Star-Chamber,  it  was  to  sit  regularly  twice  a  week 
during  term,  to  punish  note,  bribery,  and  intimidation  of 
jurors,  misdemeanours  of  sheriffs,  and  various  other  crimes, 
and  it  could  inflict  any  penalty  short  of  death. 

The  Court  of  Admiralty  was  of  greater  antiquity  than  the 
courts  described  above,  and  has  survived  to  the  present  day. 
In  its  origin  it  resembled  the  courts  of  the  Marshal  and 
the  Steward,  but  it  differed  from  them  in  that  its  procedure 
was  governed  by  the  rules  of  civil  law.  Its  pow^ers  (p.  388) 
extended  over  all  subjects  of  the  crown  at  sea  or  on  hoai-d 
ship,  in  ports  at  home  or  abroad,  over  the  coasts  up  to  high 
water  mark,  and  over  rivers  and  estuaries  so  far  as  the 
lowest  bridge  by  which  they  were  spanned.  Its  jurisdiction 
was  both  civil  and  criminal.  It  dealt  with  all  crimes  and 
misdemeanours  committed  at  sea  or  elsewhere  within  its 
province,  and  it  could  inflict  capital  punishment  or  any 
smaller  penalty.  It  also  heard  and  determined  disputes 
between  master-mariners  and  sailors,  or  between  ship- 
owners and  merchants,  cases  arising  out  of  contracts  made 
or  to  be  performed  over  seas,  and  similar  matters.  From 
its  civil  decisions  there  lay  an  appeal  by  application  to  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  to  a  special  Court  of  Delegates,  appointed 
by  the  crown  as  occasion  arose.  This  system  of  appeals, 
which  formed  a  model  for  the  Court  of  Delegates  in  ecclesi- 
astical matters  established  by  Henry  VIII  (above,  p.  xxsviii), 
was  confirmed  by  Act  of  Parliament  in  1565  (8  Eliz.  5). 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  dates  from 
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about  the  middle  of  tlie  fourteenth  century.  The  kn^hts 
and  country  gentlemen,  who  before  that  time  had  acted  as 
a  sort  of  high  constable  for  the  maintenance  of  public 
order,  then  received  authority  to  act  as  judges  in  the  less 
important  cases  that  came  before  them.  Their  duties  were 
largely  increased  by  the  administrative  functions  laid  upon 
them  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  century,  especially  in 
connexion  with  the  Statutes  of  Labourers,  Under  these 
three  heads,  police,  justice,  and  administration,  their  later 
activities  may  be  grouped.  The  commissions  of  the  peace, 
printed  below  (pp.  144,  147),  indicate  by  the  order  of  the 
paragraphs  the  historical  development  of  their  judicial 
powers.  Their  duties  grew  so  rapidly  that  the  older  form 
of  the  commission  was  out  of  date  long  before  1590,  when 
another  form  was  adopted.  The  principal  alterations  consist 
in  the  substitution  of  a  general  clause  for  the  enumeration  of 
particular  statutes  in  §  i,  in  the  omission  oE  §  3  of  tho  older 
commission,  and  in  the  extension  of  the  provision  for  the 
reservation  of  certain  cases  (§  5  before,  §  4  after  1590)  for 
the  justices  of  assize.  It  is  somewhat  remarkable  that 
even  the  later  form  omits  all  mention  of  their  adminis- 
trative duties.  The  oath  taken  by  the  justices  ia  printed 
below  fp.  149). 

In  the  Tudor  times  and  subsequently,  the  justices  of  the 
peace  formed  an  indispensable  element  in  the  judicial  and 
administrative  system  of  the  country.  Their  functions 
under  these  two  aspects  cannot  practically  be  separated : 
the  administrative  duties  constantly  involved  the  judieiaL 
In  the  justices,  as  Sir  Thomas  Smith  rightly  says  (p.  179),  the 
prince  put  his  special  trust :  without  them,  the  government 
of  the  Tudors  and  the  Stewarts  could  not  have  been  carried 
on  for  a  single  day.  Their  records,  during  the  period,  are 
scanty,  and  little  Hght  has  aa  yet  been  thrown  upon  the 
exact  nature  of  their  proceedings,  but  it  is  easy  to  see,  if 
only  by  the  '  stacks  of  statutes '  which,  as  Lambarde  saya, 
were  laid  upon  their  shoulders,  how  large  a  part  they 
played  in  the  Commonwealth.  They  were,  and  could  be, 
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under  little  control,  and  they  discharged  their  onerous 
duties,  for  the  most  part,  without  pecuniary  reward — for 
the  only  allowance  that  they  received  was  for  their  services 
under  the  Statute  of  Apprentices  (p.  53),  They  got — what 
no  doubt  they  wanted  more  than  money— power,  and  they 
acquired  what  was  etill  more  important  for  the  consti- 
tutional development  of  the  country,  an  excellent  political 
trainiug.  This  interdependence  of  rights  and  duties  is 
indicative  of  what  was  best  in  the  political  system  of  the 
sixteenth  century.  Nothing  could  so  well  have  prepared 
the  country  gentry  and  the  buj^essea  of  the  great  towns  for 
the  share  they  were  to  take  in  the  Parliaments  of  the 
coming  age. 

The  justices  held  office  under  conunissiona  from  the 
crown,  issued  from  the  Chancery  to  the  leading  gentry  of 
every  county,  and  to  the  local  officials  for  the  time  being, 
of  the  cities,  boroughs,  and  corporate  towns.  In  many 
statutes  the  mayor,  aldermen,  or  bailiffs  of  such  towns  are 
empowered  to  act  as  justices.  Among  them  were  named 
certain  legal  members,  the  'quorum,'  whose  presence  on 
the  more  important  occasions  was  indispensable.  Although 
any  single  justice  had  the  power  of  committal,  no  judicial 
decision  could  be  taken  by  less  than  two.  The  less  weighty 
matters  were  handled  in  their  frequent  petty  sessions,  the 
more  important  in  their  greater  or  quarter  sessions  held 
four  times  a  year,  Ab  commissioners  of  Oyer  and  Terminer, 
many  of  them  sat  with  the  justices  of  assize.  Their  primary 
duty  was  to  keep  the  peace,  to  suppress  sedition,  riots,  and 
minor  disturbances,  and  to  enforce  the  observation  of  the 
Statute  of  Liveries  and  otter  Acts  of  Parliament.  The 
great  development  of  statut«-law  in  the  sixteenth  century, 
touching,  as  it  did,  most  departmente  of  local  government, 
placed  many  fresh  duties  in  their  hands.  They  carried  out 
the  various  enactments  concerning  labour  and  industry, 
especially  the  Statute  of  Apprentices  passed  in  1563 
(5  Eliz.  4).  Under  these  acts  they  fixed  the  rate  of 
wages,  bound  over  apprentices,  and  settled  disputes  between 
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master  and  man.  Acting  under  other  statutes  they  pro- 
tected the  interests  of  agriculture,  prevented  the  conversion 
of  arable  land  into  pasture,  and  called  in  compulsory  labour 
when  required.  The  execution  of  the  Poor  Law,  developed 
by  many  Elizabethan  statutes,  especially  the  great  Acts  of 
1598  and  1601  (39  &  40  Eliz.  3  ;  43  &  44  Eliz.  2),  depended 
almost  entirely  upon  them.  They  appointed  overseers  of 
the  i>oor,  erected  and  superintended  poor-houses,  fixed  the 
poor-rate  and  enforced  its  collection,  rated  the  parishes  for 
relief  to  poor  prisoners,  transmitted  paupers  to  their  homes, 
and  licensed  begging  at  discretion.  Closely  connected  with 
the  poor-law  on  one  side,  and  with  the  labourTstatutes  on 
the  other,  was  the  legislation  touching  rogues  and  vagabonds. 
Previous  statutes  on  this  subject  were  summarised  and 
amended  by  the  Act  of  1598  (39  &  40  Eliz.  4)  and  further 
amended  in  the  following  reign  (i  Jas.  I.  7  ;  7  &  8  Jas,  I.  4). 
Under  these  Acts,  the  justices  set  up  houses  of  correction, 
enforced  labour,  instituted  house-to-house  visitations,  exe- 
cuted the  sanguinary  penalties  of  the  law,  and  even  trans- 
ported offenders  out  of  the  country.  Another  section  of 
their  duties  was  connected  with  the  penal  laws  against 
Eomaniats  and  Dissenters.  They  discovered  and  reported 
recusants,  tried  offences  against  the  Act  of  Uniformity  and 
similar  Acts,  administered  the  oath  of  allegiance,  broke  up 
conventicles,  and  searched  the  houses  of  recusants  for  arms 
and  superstitious  relics.  There  was  little  indeed,  whether 
in  town  or  country,  that  escaped  the  surveillance  of  the 
justices  of  the  peace :  they  nipped  treason  in  the  bud,  and 
a  country  parson  had  to  obtain  their  licence  before  be  could 
marry  (p.  187  and  index). 

It  is  clear  that  a  judicial  system,  so  complex  and  incon- 
gruous as  that  of  the  Tudors,  must  have  suffered  from  great 
defects.  There  were,  no  doubt,  many  failures  of  justice  and 
frequent  conflicts  of  jurisdiction.  But  on  the  whole  it 
seems  clear  that  ordinaiy  justice  was  better  done  between 
man  and  man,  that  crime  was  more  rapidly  and  surely 
punished,  and  general  order  more  strictly  maintained  than 
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in  any  previous  ^e.  The  darker  side  of  the  picture  la 
shown  when  we  regard  the  ■violations  of  private  liberty  and 
the  distortions  or  evasions  of  the  law  which  were  permitted 
to  persons  in  high  places,  and  still  more  when  we  esamine 
the  manner  in  which  political  trials  were  conducted  and 
penalties  inflicted  without  trial  on  political  offenders.  Of 
the  former  class  of  abuses  we  have,  perhaps  naturally, 
but  little  detailed  information.  But,  not  to  mention  Star- 
Chamber  prosecutions  and  committals  by  order  of  the  Privy 
Council,  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  law,  we  havs  evidence 
to  show  that  single  officials  and  noblemen  in  favour  were  in 
the  habit  of  grossly  abusing  their  position  for  private  ends. 
The  evil  must  have  been  very  flagrant  to  provoke  such 
a  remonstrance  as  that  of  the  judges  in  1591 ',  In  such 
cases  as  those  alluded  to,  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus  became 
a  mockery,  and  humble  claimants  were  deprived  of  their 
rights  without  the  possibility  of  a  fair  trial.  It  should  be 
observed,  however,  and  remembered  in  connexion  with 
Darnel's  case,  that  the  judges  raised  no  objection  against 
committals  '  per  speciale  mandatum  regis, '  or  by  the  Council 
as  a  body. 

The  tyrannical  expansion  and  the  rapid  oscillations  of  the 
law  of  treason  were  due  to  the  peculiar  and  varying  circum- 
stances of  the  age.  The  law  on  this  subject  is  to  be  observed 
V,  under  two  aspects — the  legal  conception  of  the  crime  and 
"ihe  method  of  procedure.  "Under  Homy  VIII  the  changes 
in  the  law  are  mostly  traceable  to  two  sources,  the  desire  to 
establish  the  ecclesiastical  supremacy,  and  the  uncertainty 
of  the  succession.  The  new  treasons  created  in  that  reign 
were  afterwards  abolished,  then  partially  revived,  and  again 
repealed,  before  Elizabeth  came  to  the  throne.  In  her 
reign,  as  the  succession  was  never  settled,  that  cause  for  the 
invention  of  treasons  fell  away.  But  it  was  necessary  to 
maintain  the  royal  power,  and  especially  the  ecclesiastical 

'  Printed  by  Eallam  {Omsl.  Eist,,  i.  334),  from  Lansd.  MSS.  Iiviii, 
(Dot  Iviii.)  87.    Th.e  worda  in  the  last  section  but  one,  ■which  he  01   " 
are  'any  of.'    In  S  j  (last  word),  for  ' aoouaation '  rr-^  ' "- 
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supremacy,  against  all  opponenta.  Hence  the  frequent 
ettlargements  of  the  definition  of  treason,  mostly  aimed 
\  against  the  supporters  of  the  Pope,  with  which  the  penal 
statutes  hoth  of  Elizabeth  and  James  abound.  But  the 
definition  was  extended  in  other  directions  as  well,  notably 
by  the  Acts  of  1571,  1572,  and  1581  (13  Eliz.  1 ;  14  Eliz.  i ; 
33  'EHz-.z),  so  3.3  to  comprehend  various  actions  not  hitherto 
held  to  be  treasonable.  In  spite  of  these  changes,  the  law 
during  this  period  never  attained  anything  like  the  extrava- 
gant extension  or  the  inquisitorial  character  which  made  it 
so  monstrous  an  engine  of  intimidation  under  Henx'y  VIII. 
In  the  reign  of  James  I  it  underwent  but  little  change. 
/  Setting  aside  the  acts  of  attainder,  which  were  noi^' 
;  judicial,  and  impeachments,  of  which  there  were  none  foi 
;  treason  during  this  period,  trials  for  treason  were  held,  in\ 
the  case  of  commoners,  before  an  ordinary  court,  with  a\ 
.  jury ;  in  the  case  of  peers,  before  a  special  court  formed  or 
\  members  of  their  own  body.  Some  twenty  to  twenty-five 
peers  were  generally  selected  for  this  purpose.  They  were 
presided  over  by  the  Lord  High  Steward,  whose  ofilce, 
otherwise  extinct,  vras  revived  for  such  occasions.  During 
the  period  under  review  the  procedure  was,  or  should  have 
been,  governed  by  the  Statute  of  1552,  which  provided  that 
the  prisoner  should  be  confronted  by  two  witne^es,  to 
prove  the  criminal  act.  But  this  Statute  was  ignored  or 
evaded  on  more  than  one  occasion  ;  torture  was  constantly 
employed,  both  on  witnesses  and  accused,  to  extort  evidence ; 
and,  even  If  the  proofs  were  insufficient,  juries  specially 
empanelled  or  liable  to  punishment  were  very  unlitely  not 
to  convict.  The  case  of  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  in  1572 
(p.  138)  is  a  striking  example  of  the  unfairness  with  which, 
in  spite  of  the  supposed  safeguard  of  a  court  of  peers,  the 
trials  of  the  greatest  nobles  were  conducted.  The  duke 
was  repeatedly  examined  in  private  ;  he  was  kept  in  prison 
for  more  than  four  months,  without  any  communication 
with  his  friends ;  he  knew  nothing  of  the  charges  against 
him  till  the  indictment  was  read  ;  he  was  refused  the  assis- 
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tanee  of  eounael ;  the  witnesses  against  Mm  were  not  pro- 
duced in  court ;  and  the  whole  trial  lasted  only  one  day. 
His  condemnation  was  just,  but  he  might  as  well  have  been 
condemned  unheard.  The  trials  of  Essex  and  Arundel 
were  similarly  conducted,  and  if  the  yerdict  in  the  former 
case  was  justifiable,  in  the  latter  it  was  almost  certainly 
unjust.  The  trial  of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots  (p.  140),  was, 
like  that  of  Queen  Anne  fifty  years  before,  conducted  by 
a  special  commission.  Here  again,  as  in  the  case  of  Nor- 
folk, the  result  was  inevitable,  but  it  was  attained  with  & 
similar  disregard  of  legal  formalities.  Trials  for  treason  were 
less  frequent  under  James  I  than  under  his  predecessor, 
but  the  fate  of  Arabella  Stuart,  Raleigh,  and  Northumber- 
land, not  to  mention  the  humbler  Peacham,  prove  that  the 
chances  in  favour  of  political  prisoners  were  no  better  than 
before. 

In  a  state  of  things  like  that  which  prevailed  in  the 
aisteenth  century  it  was  only  natural  that  proclamations  of 
martial  law,  by  which  ordinary  legal  process  was  for  a  time 
suspended,  should  be  not  unfreciuent.  The  theory  of  the 
tjme^if  we  can  apply  such  a  phrase  to  vague  opinions, 
shaped  by  no  statutory  enactments — appears  to  have  been 
that  martial  law  could  be  proclaimed  in  time  of  war  and 
insurrection,  presumably  over  those  districts  only  which 
were  threatened  or  involved,  but  not  at  other  times.  The 
military  and  naval  forces  of  the  country,  when  actually  in 
the  field  or  on  board  ship  (pp.  155,  397),  were  of  course 
permanently  subject  to  this  rule.  The  case  of  Burchett 
(p.  176)  illustrates  this  view.  But  though  Elizabeth  was 
dissuaded  from  using  her  power  on  this  occasion,  at  other 
times  she  did  not  so  refrain.  A  proclamation  issued  in 
1588  '  may  possibly  have  been  in  Sir  Thomas  Smith's  mind 
when  he  wrote  the  remarks  printed  below  (p,  179).  It  can 
hardly  be  doubted  that  the  proclamation  of  1595*  (p.  443) 
was  c^uite  unwarrantable.      Commissions  such  as  that  of 


yGoosle 


j4rmy  and  Navy.  cxix 

1624  {p.  398),  which  embraced  not  only  soldiers  but  other 
persona,  were  little  better.  On  the  other  hand,  objections 
can  hardly  bo  raised  against  the  permission  to  Lords- 
Lieutenant  (p.  155)  to  use  martial  law  in  time  of  invasion 
except  in  ao  far  as  the  vagiieness  of  the  wording  left  the 
permission  open  to  abuse.  Such  commissions  were  also 
given  to  captains  of  merehant-ships  saiKng  to  distant  coun- 
tries, but  may  have  been  justified  on  the  ground  that  their 
vessels  were  hardly  to  be  distinguished  from  men-of-war, 
Ireland  being  in  an  almost  constant  state  of  insurrection, 
commissions  to  esecute  martial  law  were  frequent  there, 
and  give  some  colour  to  Stafford's  contention  that  in  that 
country  martial  law  was  the  rule. 


Army  and  Navy. 
The  ancient  obligation  upon  every  freeman  to  be  prepared 
to  go  to  war  in  defence  of  his  country  still  held  good  in  the 
sixteenth  century.  Developed  and  graduated  by  the  Assize 
of  Arms  and  the  Statute  of  Winchester,  the  national  forces 
were  mobilised  from  the  time  of  Edward  I  onwards  under 
Commissions  of  Array.  These  commissions  in  their  later 
form  (p.  156)  were  issued  by  authority  of  the  crown  to 
leading  persons  in  the  counties  and  large  towns,  and  to 
others  possessing  military  experience,  empowering  them 
to  make  lists  of  the  able-bodied  men  within  their  districts, 
to  fix  the  arms,  horses,  and  equipnients  to  be  provided  by 
each  person  according  to  his  ability,  and  to  drill  and  exercise 
the  forces  so  raised,  in  order  that  they  might  be  ready  to 
act  when  and  where  required.  The  lists  were  to  be  sent  in 
to  the  Privy  Council,  by  whose  further  orders  and  instruc- 
tions the  commissioners  were  to  abide-  The  purpose  of 
these  commissions  was  to  organize,  but  not  actually  to 
bring  into  the  field,  the  national  militia.  When  required 
for  active  service,  the  forces  were  called  out  by  means  of 
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special  orders  (p,  158),  sent  to  the  Lords-Lieutenant  in  the 
different  counties,  bidding  them  to  muster  such  jnimbers  of 
men  as  were  wanted,  and  to  appoint  captains  over  them, 
under  whom  the  men  were  to  be  ready  to  march  at  an 
hour's  notice  to  the  point  of  rendezvoua.  Such  men  re- 
ceived money  for  their  uniforms  and  travelling  expenses 
(coat  and  conduct  money)  in  addition  to  their  pay. 

The  institution  of  Lords-Lieutenant  was  a  modern  one  in 
the  time  of  Elizabeth.  These  officials  were  first  appointed, 
or  at  all  events  first  legalized,  under  Edward  VI  (3  &  4 
Ed.  VL  5),  A  similar  Act  was  passed  in  the  next  reign 
(i  Mary  (2)  12),  and  continued  by  Elizabeth  (i  Eliz.  16), 
but  lapsed  upon  her  death.  It  may  be  gathered  from  the 
statutes  that  the  original  object  for  which  the  Lieutenants 
were  appointed  was  rather  to  suppress  rebellion  than  to 
repel  invasion,  but  their  powers  (p.  154)  were  equally  valid 
in  both  emergencies.  Their  military  authority  over  the 
districts — one  or  more  counties — committed  to  their  charge 
was  suprema  They  were  authorized  to  muster,  arm,  and 
exercise  all  persons  liable  to  military  service  within  their 
provinces,  to  lead  them  against  all  enemies,  domestic  or 
foreign,  and  in  the  execution  of  their  office  to  use  all  the 
severity  of  martial  law.  They  were  to  act  on  their  own 
responsibility  as  soon  as  the  occasion  arose,  vrithout  waiting 
for  orders  from  the  central  authority.  They  were  assisted 
by  Deputy-Lieutenants  nominated  by  the  crown,  and  were 
empowered  to  appoint  muster-masters  and  other  officers. 
Finally  they  were  indemnified  in  advance  for  any  actions 
done  by  authority  of  their  commission. 

The  obligation  either  to  serve  in  person  or  to  provide 
otherwise  for  military  defence  lay  upon  all  members  of  the 
community.  The  proportion  of  arms,  horses,  and  equip- 
menta  to  be  provided  by  persona  of  property,  whether  in 
land  or  goods,  was  fixed  by  Statute  (4  &  5  P.  &  M.  2), 
and  the  clergy  were  rated  on  the  same  footing  as  the  laity, 
either  for  men  or  money.  The  bishops  rated  the  inferior 
clergy  as  well  as  themselves  and  sent  in  t'leir  reports  to 
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the  Privy  Council  (pp.  161-163).  The  Commissioners  of 
Array  taxed  the  mass  of  the  lay  community.  Peers  and 
Privy  Councillors  were  exempted  from  their  inspection 
(p.  157),  and  it  is  possible  that,  in  accordance  -with  ancient 
principles,  the  wealthier  of  them  made  special  arrangements 
with  the  crown.  The  Ai'chbishop  of  Canterbury,  however, 
is  found  rating  himseK  exactly  in  accordance  with  the  Act 
(p.  163).  The  Priyy  Council  levied  what  contributions 
were  required  ;  but,  just  as  the  full  number  of  armed  men 
which  could  be  supplied  by  a  county  was  seldom  if  ever 
called  out,  so  the  full  contribution  does  not  soem  to  have 
been  usually  demanded.  During  the  whole  of  this  period, 
the  Privy  Council  retained  the  immediate  control  of  military 
.iffairs,  but  an  important  step  was  taken  in  the  appointment, 
towards  the  end  of  James'  reign,  of  a  Council  of  War 
(p.  396).  This  council,  it  is  true,  was  empowered  only  to 
consult  together,  to  obtain  information,  and  to  give  advice  ; 
but  inasmuch  as  it  comprised  at  least  three  members  of  the 
Privy  Council,  it  came  near  being  a  committee  of  that  body, 
and  as  it  was  composed  more  or  less  of  experts,  it  must 
have  exercised  some  influence  on  the  Council's  action.  It 
cannot,  however,  be  said,  when  we  consider  the  results  of 
the  war,  to  have  turned  out  a  successful  experiment. 

The  navy  was  manned  and  equipped  on  principles  similar 
to  those  which  governed  the  maintenance  of  the  army  ;  that 
is  to  say  the  obligation  to  defend  the  country  by  sea  as  well 
as  by  land,  was  incumbent  on  the  subject.  But  inasmuch  as 
naval  warfare  requires  special  training  and  experience,  the 
obligation  to  provide  for  the  navy  and  to  serve  in  person  at 
sea  was  practically  restricted  to  the  coasts  and  sea-port  towns. 
Special  duties  in  this  respect  were  laid  upon  the  Cinque 
Ports,  under  control  of  the  Lord  Warden,  who  was  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  their  Lord-Lieutenani  The  naval 
forces  differed,  however,  in  one  essential  respect  from  the 
military.  No  standing  army  existed,  but  there  was,  and  long 
had  been,  a  royal  navy,  built  and  equipped  out  of  the  royal 
es,  and  manned,  if  necessary,  by  compulsory  service. 
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When  occasion  required,  as  for  instance  at  the  time  of  the 
Spanish  Armada,  this  naTy  waa  reinforced  by  numerous 
merchant-vessels,  a  method  rendered  easy  and  effective  by 
the  feet  that  as  yet  there  was  but  little  difference  between 
such  ships  and  ships  of  war.  The  obligation  to  supply  ships 
did  not  rest  on  the  Cinque  Ports  only,  but  also  on  all  other 
towns  possessing  metchant-shipping,  not  excluding  London. 
In  1596,  for  instance,  we  find  London  required  to  provide 
twelve  ships  and  two  pinnaces  '  for  Her  Majesty's  necessary 
service.'  This  should  be  remembered'  in  connexion  with 
the  famous  ship-money  case  in  1637. 

The  Lord  High  Admiral,  generally  speaking,  did  not 
himself  command  the  fleet,  for  which  an  Admiral  and  Vice- 
Admiral  were  specially  appointed  (pp.  163,  397).  These 
officers,  like  the  Lord  High  Admiral  {p.  390),  were 
empowered  to  requisition  ships  and  to  impress  men  as 
occasion  required,  and  to  keep  discipline  by  means  of 
martial  law.  They  had  also  (p.  164)  &  genera!  civil  and 
criminal  jxirisdiction  over  the  forces  under  their  command. 


The  Pkerogative. 
The  whole  of  the  foregoing  sketch  may  be  regarded,  from 
one  point  of  vievr,  as  a  commentary  on  the  prerogative,  hut 
a  short  note  may  be  added  in  order  to  show  the  different 
significations  attached  to  the  word,  and  the  development  of 
the  ideas  which  it  involved,  during  this  period.  Under 
Elizabeth  prerogative  was  generally  understood  to  mean  the 
aggregate  of  official  rights  and  powers  possessed  by  any 
person  in  authority.  Thus  the  order  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Courts  is  said  to  have  been  settled  by  the  Pope's  prerogative 
(p.  199).  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  has  his  Preroga- 
tive Court,  in  which  his  special  privileges  and  jurisdiction 
are  maintained.  The  prerogative  of  the  crown  consists  in 
the  peculiar  rights,  immunities,  and  powers  enjoyed  by  the 
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sovereign  alone,  including  the  precedence  of  all  persona  in 
the  realm.  These  privileges  rest  partly  on  statute,  partly 
on  custom  and  precedent.  But  they  are  not  vague  and 
indefinite :  they  are  known  and  are  capable  of  description. 
They  do  not  anaount  to  an  emancipation  from  law  :  on  the 
contrary,  they  are  limited  by  it.  This  is  the  view  of 
Bracton ;  it  is  implied  by  Staunford  and  Smith,  who  set 
themselves  to  analyze  and  enumerate  the  powera  of  the 
monarchy  (pp.  174,  179);  and  it  is  clearly  stated  by  Selden 
(p.  4i2)aswellasbyCoke(Eeports,  partxii.  p.  399  ;ed.  1826). 
Elizabeth  herself  uses  theword  in  this  sense  (pp.  115,  116) ; 
and  even  James  I,  though  he  also  gives  it  a  far  wider  meaning, 
occasionally  applies  it  in  a  similar  manner  (pp.  312,  315). 
Such  powers  as  the  right  of  the  crown  to  veto  parliamentary 
bills,  to  appoint  and  dismiss  ministers,  to  order  out  the 
army,  to  pardon  prisoners,  are  clearly  portions  of  the  royal 
prerogative. 

But  these  recognized  and  definite  powers  do  not  exhaust  ' 
the  rights  of  the  crown,  because  circumstances  may  occur 
which  are  provided  for  neither  by  law  nor  custom.  Occa- 
sions will  arise  in  which  the  sovereign  power  must  esert 
itself,  without  previous  example  or  authorization.  It  is 
conceivable  that  on  such  occasions  the  sovereign  may  be 
forced,  in  order  to  save  the  State,  to  over-ride  the  law ;  at 
all  events  he  may  often  be  called  upon  to  act  without  it.  Thus, 
beyond  the  definite  prerogative  and  outside  the  area  occupied 
by  the  law,  there  is,  and  must  be,  a  vague  and  undefined 
power  to  act-f^r  the  good  of  the  State.  It  is  thi?  indefinite 
power  to  act  '  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  common  law,' 
which  Blackstone  regards  (p.  410,  note)  as  the  essence  of 
the  royal  prerogative.  On  this  lawless  province,  law  and 
-  custom  gradually  encroach,  either  in  the  interest  of  the 
sovereign  or  of  the  subject,  but  within  its  area,  if  the  sover- 
eign and  the  subject  come  into  collision,  the  subject  must 
give  way.  The  less  advanced  the  State,  or,  in  oth,er  words, 
the  less  complete  the  control  of  law  and  custom,  the  larger 
will  be  the  area  over  which  the  sovereign  is  free  to  act.     It 
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was  still  very  large  in  the  days  of  the  Tmlors  and  the 
Stewarts,  and  as  the  initiative  in  the  creation  of  law  and 
custom  was  then  almost  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the 
monarch,  it  might  well  have  seemed  to  contemporaries 
(p.  289)  that  the 'Prerogatives  of  Princes' were  daily  grow- 
ing, that  is,  that  law  and  custom  were  constantly  restricting 
the  indefinite  area  in  the  interest  of  the  crown,  and  convert- 
ing uncertainties  into  definite  prerogative. 

It  was  the  existence  of  this  indeiinite  power,  and  the 
inevitable  attachment  of  it  to  the  crown,  which  gave  some 
colour  to  the  claims  of  the  Stewarts  and  their  supporters  in 
the  seventeenth  century.  But  the  immediate  origin  of  their 
theories  was  the  necessity,  not  hitherto  felt,  of  forming  clear 
notions  of  sovereignty  and  of  defining  its  abode.  The 
writers  of  Elizabeth's  time,  for  instance  Sir  Thomas  Smith 
(p.  178),  declared  sovereignty  to  reside  in  Parliament,  that 
is,  in  the  crown  and  the  estates,  combined  in  one  harmonious 
whole.  But  they  did  not  anticipate  the  case  of  a  divergence 
between  the  elements  of  which  Parliament  waa  composed, 
su?h  a  divergence  as  occurred  in  the  following  reigns.  If 
the  sovereign  Parliament  disagreed  with  itself,  where  did 
the  right  of  arbitration  lie  ?  Was  it  in  the  crown,  or  was  it 
in  the  estates  ?  It  is  not  wonderful  that,  in  this  dilemma, 
many  men  decided  for  the  crown.  It  may  well  have  seemed 
impossible  to  leave  supreme  control  in  the  hands  of  a  hetero- 
geneous collection  of  atoms,  totally  unused  to  guide  the 
difficult  machine  of  State.  But  those  who  concluded  that 
the  casting  vote  in  such  cases  lay  with  the  crown  were  per- 
force driven  further.  It  seemed  impomble  to  limit  the 
sovereignty  thus  acquired.  It  bad  once  been  agreed  that 
the  sovereign  Parliament  could  make  and  unmake  laws, 
levy  tases  and  reform  religion.  If  the  joint  Parliament 
were  dethroned,  and  the  monarch  stood  alone  in  its  place, 
were  not  these  powers  transferred  to  him?  Somewhere  or 
other  they  must  reside,  and  if  not  in  the  joint  Parliament — 
still  less  in  the  House  of  Commons — where  could  they 
reside  but   in   the  crown?      The  alternative — that    they 
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resided  in  the  House  of  Commons— could  not  then  have 
been  adopted  in  the  same  outspoken  way.  The  Parliamen- 
tary party  were  eventually  forced  to  claim  the  sovereignty 
in  practice,  but  they  did  not,  until  the  end  of  the  Civil  War, 
claim  it  in  words. 

Thus  was  produced  the  full-blown  idea  of  the  absolute 
monarchy,  unrestricted  by  law,  limited  only  by  its  own  con- 
ceptions of  the  '  salus  populi,'  that  is,  not  limited  at  all.  It 
is  the  theory  maintained,  if  somewhat  dimly  and  incon- 
sistently, by  James  himself  (pp.  294,  400),  and  by  the  judges 
in  Bates'  case  (p.  341  :  cf.  above,  p.  Isxv)  :  it  is  pushed  to  its 
full  logical  consequences  by  Cowell  (pp.  409-411) ;  and  it 
was  openly  preached  by  the  absolutist  divines  of  the  follow- 
ing reign  {pp.  437-439).  CoweU  describes  the  px-erogative 
as  '  that  especial  power,  pre-eminence  or  privilege  that  the 
King  hath  above  the  ordinary  course  of  the  common  law,' 
and  this  was  the  watchword  of  the  royalists.  It  required 
only  an  alteration  of  one  word  to  enable  Blackstone  to  adopt 
Cowell'a  definition,  but  in  substituting  the  phrase  '  out  of 
the  ordinary  course  of  the  common  law '  for  that  which 
Cowell  uses  (p.  410,  note),  he  substituted  a  constitutional 
doctrine  for  one  destructive  of  the  constitution.  The  whole 
quarrel  between  the  Stewarts  and  their  Parliaments  lies 
there. 
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REIGN   OF   ELIZABETH. 

I.—STATUTES. 
First  Parliament. 

Jan.  23— May  8,  1SS9. 


1  Euz.  Cap.  I. 

An  Act  restoring  to  tlie  Croum  the  ancient  jurisdiction  over  the 
State  ecclesiastical  and  spiritual,  and  aholi^dng  all  foreign 
power  repugnant  to  tite  same. 

Moat  humbly  beseech  your  most  excellent  Majesty  your 
faithful  and  obedient  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal 
and  the  Commons  in  this  your  present  Parliament  assembled, 
That  where  in  time  of  the  reign  of  your  most  dear  father  of 
worthy  memory,  King  Henry  tlie  Eighth,  divers  good  laws  and 
statutes  were  made  and  established,  as  well  for  the  utter  extin- 
guishment and  putting  away  of  all  usurped  and  foreign  powers 
and  authorities  out  of  this  your  realm,  and  other  your  Highness' 
dominions  and  countries,  as  also  for  the  restoring  and  uniting 
to  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm  the  ancient  jurisdictions, 
authorities,  superiorities  and  pre-eminences  to  the  same  of  right 
belonging  and  appertaining;  hy  reason  whereof  we  your  most 
humble  and  obedient  subjects,  from  the  twenty-fifth  year  of  the 
reign  of  your  said  dear  father,  were  continually  kept  in  good 
order,  and  were  disburdened  of  divers  great  and  intolerable 
charges  and  esactions  before  that  time  unlawfully  taken  and 
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exacted  by  Buch  foreign  power  and  authority  as  before  that  was 
usurped,  until  such  time  as  all  the  ^aid  good  laws  and  statutes 
hy  one  Act  of  Parliament  ^  made  in  the  firat  and  second  years  of 
the  reigns  of  the  iate  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary,  youi- 
Highness'  sister,  intituled  an  Act  repealing  all  statutes,  articles 
and  provisions  made  ajtainst  the  See  ApoBtolic  of  Kome  since 
the  twentieth  year  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  and  also  for  the 
establishment  of  all  spi  itual  and  ecclesiastical  possessions  and 
hereditaments  convened  to  the  laitj  were  all  clearly  repealed 
and  made  void,  as  hy  the  same  Act  of  Repeal  more  at  large 
doth  and  may  appear  b\  reaion  of  which  Act  of  Repeal  your 
said  humble  subjects  were  ettsoons  brought  under  an  usurped 
foreign  power  and  autEority,  and  yet  do  remain  in  that  bondage, 
to  the  intolerable  charges  of  your  loving  subjects,  if  some 
redress  by  the  authority  of  this  your  High  Court  of  Parliament, 
with  the  assent  of  your  Highness,  be  not  had  and  provided; 
May  it  therefore  please  your  Highness,  for  the  repressing  of  the 
eaid  tisuq>ed  foreign  power  and  tlie  restoring  of  the  rights, 
jurisdiction  and  pre-eminences  appertaining  to  the  imperial 
crown  of  this  your  realm,  that  it  may  be  enacted  hy  the 
authority  of  this  present  Parliament;  That  the  said  Act  made 
'n  the  3  'd  first  and  second  years  of  the  reigns  of  the  said  late 
K  g  Pi  lip  and  Queen  Mary  and  all  and  every  branch, 
clan  es  and  articles  therein  contained  {other  than  such  branches, 
clauses  a  d  sentences  as  hereafter  shall  be  excepted)  may  from 
the  la  t  day  of  this  session  of  Parliament,  by  authority  of  this 
present  Parliament,  he  repealed,  and  shall  fiom  thenceforth  be 
utterly  void  and  of  none  effect, 

II.  And  that  also  for  the  reviving  of  divers  of  the  said  good 
Laws  and  Statutes  made  in  the  time  of  your  said  dear  father, 
it  may  also  please  your  Highness,  That  one  Act  and  Statute  ' 
made  in  the  twenty-third  year  of  the  reign  of  the  said  late 
King  Henry  the  Eighth,  intituled  an  Act  that  no  person  shall 
be  cited  out  of  the  diocese  where  he  or  she  dwelletb,  except 
in  certain  cases ;  and  one  other  Act '  made  in  the  twenty- 
fourth  year  of  the  teign  of  the  said  lat«  King,  intituled  an 
Act  that  appeals  in  such  eases  as  hath  been  used  to  he  pursued 
to  the  See  of  Rome  shall  not  be  from  henceforth  had  nor  used 
■  1  &  J  P.  4  M.  8.  '  J3  H.  VIII.  9.  '  J4  H.  VUI.  la. 


yGoosle 


1559.]  Ad  of  Supremacy-  3 

but  witbiii  this  realm  ;  and  one  other  Act '  made  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  year  of  the  said  late  King,  concerning  restraint  of  payment 
of  annates  and  first  fruits  of  archbislioprics  and  bishoprics  to 
the  See  of  Rome ;  and  one  other  Act  °  in  the  said  twenty-fifth 
year,  intituled  an  Act  concerning  the  submission  of  the  clergy 
to  the  King's  Majesty;  and  also  one  Act'  made  in  the  said 
twenty-fiftb  year,  intituled  an  Act  restraining  the  payment  of 
annates  or  first  fruits  to  the  Bishop  of  Rome,  and  of  the 
electing  and  consecrating  of  archbishops  and  bishops  within 
this  realm;  and  one  other  Act'  made  in  the  said  twenty-fifth 
year,  intituled  an  Act  concerning  the  exoneration  of  the  King's 
subjects  from  esactiona  and  impositions  heretofore  paid  to  the' 
See  of  Eome,  and  for  having  licences  and  dispensations  within 
this  realm  without  suing  further  for  the  same ;  and  one  other 
Act "  made  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  the  said  late  King, 
intituled  an  Act  for  nomination  and  consecration  of  suffragans 
within  this  realm ;  and  also  one  other  Act '  made  in  the  twenty- 
eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  said  late  King,  intituled  an  Act 
for  the  release  of  such  as  have  obtained  pretended  licences  and 
dispensations  from  the  See  of  Kome  ;  and  all  and  every  branches, 
words  and  sentences  in  the  said  several  Acts  and  Statutes 
contaijied,  by  authoiity  of  this  present  Parliament^  from  and  at 
all  times  after  the  last  day  of  this  session  of  Parliament,  shall 
he  revived  and  shall  stand  and  be  in  full  force  and  strength  to 
all  intents,  constructions  and  purposes  ;  and  that  the  branches, 
ECnfenees  and  words  of  the  said  several  Acts  and  every  of  them 
from  thenceforth  shall  and  may  he  judged,  deemed  and  taken  to 
extend  to  your  Highness,  your  heirs  and  successors,  as  fully  and 
largely  as  ever  the  same  Acts  or  any  of  them  did  extend  to  the 
said  late  King  Henry  the  Eighth  your  Highness'  father. 

III.  And  that  it  may  also  please  your  Highness  that  it  may 
be  enacted  by  the  authority  of  this  present  Parliament,  That  so 
much  of  one  Act  or  Statute '  made  in  the  thirty-second  year  of 
the  reign  of  your  said  dear  father  King  Heniy  the  Eighth, 
intituled  an  Act  concerning  pre-contracts  of  marriages  and 
touching  degrees  of  consanguinity,  as  in  the  time  of  the  late 

'  as  H.  VIII.  !o  ftliia  Act  recsivsd  the  royal  assent  a.  r.  25).  '  JS  H. 
VIII.  10.  '  2s  H.  VIII.  so.  'ssH.  VIH.  31.  »26H.  VIU.  14- 
•  iS  H.  Vlir.  j6.        '  32  H.  VIII.  s3. 
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King  Edward  the  Sixth,  jour  Highness'  moat  dear  brother,  by 
one  other  Act  or  Statute '  was  not  repealed ;  and  also  one  Act " 
made  in  the  thirty-seTenth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  said  late 
King  Henry  the  Eighth,  intituled  an  Act  that  Doctors  of  the 
Civil  Law,  being  married,  may  esercise  ecclesiMStical  jurisdiction, 
and  all  ajid  every  branches  and  articles  in  the  said  two  Acts 
last  mentioned  and  not  repealed  in  the  time  of  the  ^aid  late 
King  Edward  the  Sixth,  may  from  henceforth  likewise  stand 
and  be  revived  and  remain  in  their  full  force  and  strength  to  all 
intents  and  purposes;  snythiug  contained  in  the  said  Act  of 
Kepeal  before  mentioned  or  any  other  matter  or  oacse  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding, 

IV.  And  that  it  may  also  please  your  Highness  that  it  may 
be  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  other 
Laws  and  Statutes  and  the  branches  and  clauses  of  any  Act  or 
Statute,  repealed  and  made  void  by  the  said  Act  of  Kepeal  made 
in  the  time  of  the  said  late  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary,  and 
not  in  this  present  Act  especially  mentioned  and  revived,  shall 
stand,  remain  and  be  repealed  and  void,  in  such  like  manner  and 
form  as  they  were  before  the  making  of  this  Act;  anything 
herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Y.  And  that  it  may  also  please  your  Highness  that  it  may  be 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  one  Act  and  Statute ' 
made  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  King  Edward  the 
Sixth,  your  Majesty's  most  dear  brother,  intituled  an  Act 
against  such  persona  as  shall  unreverently  speak  against  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Body  and  Blood  of  Christ,  commonly  called 
the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar,  and  for  the  receiving  thereof  under 
both  kinds,  and  all  and  every  branches,  ciaases  and  sentences 
therein  contained,  shall  and  may  likewise  from  the  last  day  of 
this  session  of  Parliament  be  revived  and  from  thenceforth 
shall  and  may  stand,  remain  and  be  in  full  force,  strength  and 
effect  to  all  inteots,  constructions  and  purposes,  in  such  like 
manner  and  form  as  the  same  was  at  any  time  in  the  firet  year  of 
the  reign  of  the  said  late  King  Edward  the  Sixth;  any  law,  statute 
or  other  matter  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

VI.  And  that  also  it  may  please  your  Highness  that  it  may 

be  furtber  established  and  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

'2&3E.  VI.  13.  =  37H.  VIII.  17.  'lE.  VI.  1. 
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That  one  Act  and  Statute  '  made  in  the  first  and  second  years  of 
the  said  late  King  PhUip  and  Queen  Mary  intituled  au  Act 
for  the  reviving  of  thre«  Statutes  '  made  for  tbe  punishment  of 
hevesieB,  and  also  the  said  three  Statutes  mentioned  in  the 
said  Act  and  by  the  same  Act  revived,  and 'all  and  every 
branches,  articles,  clauses  and  sentences  contained  in  the  said 
several  Acta  or  Statutes  and  every  of  them,  shall  be  from  the  last 
day  of  this  session  of  Parliament  deemed  and  remain  utterly 
repealed,  void  and  of  none  effect  to  all  intents  and  purposes; 
anything  in  the  said  several  Acts  or  any  of  them  contained  or 
any  other  matter  or  cause  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
VII.  And  to  the  intent  that  all  usurped  and  foreign  power 
/ajid~~a1ithority,  spiritual  and  temporal,  may  for  ever  he  deaidy 
estinguished,  and  never  to  be  used  nor  obeyed  within  this 
realm  or  any  other  your  Majesty's  dominions  or  countries ; 
may  it  please  your  Highness  that  it  may  be  further  enacted  by 
the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no  foreign  prince,  person,  prelate, 
state  or  potentate,  spiritual  or  temporal,  shall  at  any  time  after 
the  last  day  of  this  session  of  Parliament,  use,  enjoy  or  eserciee 
any  manner  of  power,  jurisdiction,  superiority,  authority,  pre- 
eminence or  privilege,  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical,  within  this 
realm  or  within  any  other  your  Majesty's  dominions  or 
countries  that  now  be  or  hereafter  shall  be,  hut  from  thence- 
forth the  same  shall  be  clearly  abolished  out  of  this  realm  and 
all  other  your  Highness'  dominions  for  ever ;  any  statute, 
ordinance,  custom,  constitutions  or  any  other  matter  or  cause 
whatsoever  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

VIIL  And  that  also  it  may  likewise  please  your  Highness 
that  it  may  be  established  and  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  such  jurisdictions,  privileges,  superiorities  and 
pre-eminences,  spiritual  and  ecclesiastical,  as  by  any  spiritual 
or  ecclesiastical  power  or  authority  hath  heretofore  been  or 
may  lawfully  be  exercised  or  used  for  the  visitation  of  the 
ecclesiastical  state  and  persons,  and  for  reformation,  order 
and  correction  of  the  same  and  of  all  mariner  of  errors, 
heresies,  schisms,  abuses,  offences,  contempts  and  enormities, 
shall  for  ever,  by  authority  of  this  present  Parliament,  be  united 
and  annexed  to  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm;  and  that 
'  1&2P.&M.  6.         '  5R.II.  (2).  5;  J  H.  IV.  15:  2H.  V.(i).  7. 
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yonc  Highness,  your  heirs  and  suceessors,  kings  or  queens  of 
this  realm,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  by  virtue  of 
this  Act,  by  Letters  Patents  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England, 
to  assign,  name  and  authorize,  when  and  as  often  as  your 
Highness,  your  heirs  or  successors,  shall  think  meet  and  con- 
venient, and  for  such  and  so  long  time  as  shall  please  your 
Highnefs,  your  heirs  or  successors,  such  person  or  persons, 
being  natural-born  subjects  to  your  Highness,  your  heirs  or 
successors,  aa  your  Majesty,  your  heirs  or  successors,  shall  think 
meet,  to  eseicise,  use,  occupy  and  execute  under  your  Highness, 
your  heirs  and  successors,  all  manner  of  jurisdictions,  privileges 
and  pre-eminences,  in  any  wise  touching  or  concerning  any 
spiritual  or  ecctesiastioai  jurisdiction  within  these  your  realms 
of  England  and  Ireland  or  any  otlier  your  Highness'  dominions 
or  countries ;  and  to  visit,  reform,  redress,  order,  correct  and 
amend  all  such  heresies,  errors,  schisms,  abuses,  offences,  con- 
tempts and  enormities  whatsoever,  which  by  any  manner  of 
spiritual  or  ecclesiastical  power,  authority  or  jurisdiction  can  or 
may  lawfollybe  reformed,  ordered,  redressed,  corrected,  restrained 
or  amended,  to  the  pleasure  of  Almighty  God,  the  increase  of  vir- 
tue and  the  conservation  of  the  peace  and  unity  of  this  realm  ; 
and  that  such  person  or  persons  so  to  be  named,  assigned, 
authorised  and  appointed  by  your  Highness,  your  heirs  or 
successors,  after  the  said  Letters  Patents  to  him  or  them  made 
and  delivered  as  is  aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority 
by  virtue  of  this  Act  and  of  the  said  Letters  Patents,  under 
your  Highness,  your  heirs  or  successors,  to  exercise,  use  and 
execute  alt  the  premisses  according  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of 
the  said  Letters  Patents;  any  matter  oc  cause  to  the  contrary 
i^-Tcny  wise  notwithstanding. 

■  IX..  And  for  the  better  observation  and  maintenance  of  this 
A^  may  it  please  your  Highness  that  it  may  be  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  all  and  every  archbishop, 
bishop,  and  all  and  every  other  ecclesiastical  person  aod  other 
ecclesiastical  officer  and  minister,  of  what  estate,  dignity,  pre- 
eminence or  degree  soever  he  or  they  be  or  shall  be,  and  all  and 
every  temporal  judge,  justicer,  mayor  and  other  lay  or  temporal 
officer  and  minister,  ar.d  every  other  person  having  your 
Highness'  fee  or  wages  within  this  realm  or  any  your  Highness' 


yGoosle 


1559.]  Act  of  Supremacy.  7 

dominions,  shall  make,  take  and  receive  a  corporal  oath  upon 
the  Evangelist,  before  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  please 
your  Highness,  your  heirs  or  successors,  under  the  Great  Seal 
of  England,  to  assign  and  name,  to  accept  and  take  the  same  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  and  effect  hereafter  following,  that  is  to  say : 
Ij  A.  £.,  do  utterly  testify  and  declare  in  my  conscience,  That 
the  Queen's  Highness  is  the  only  supreme  governor  of  this 
realm  and  of  all  other  her  Highuess'  dominions  and  countries, 
as  well  in  all  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical  things  or  causes  as 
temporal,  and  that  no  foreign  prince,  person,  prelate,  state  or 
potentate  hath  or  ought  to  have  any  jurisdiction,  power, 
superiority,  pre-eminence  or  authority,  ecclesiastical  or  spiritual, 
v/Jthin  this  realm ;  and  therefore  I  do  utterly  renounce  and 
forsake  all  foreign  jurisdictions,  powers,  superiorities  and 
authorities,  and  do  promise  that  from  henceforth  I  shall  hear 
faith  and  true  allegiance  to  the  Queen's  Highness,  her  heirs 
and  lawful  successors,  and  to  my  power  shall  assist  and  defend 
all  jurisdictions, pre-eminences,  privileges  and  authorities  granted 
or  belonging  to  the  Queen's  Highness,  her  heirs  and  successors, 
or  united  or  annexed  to  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm  :  so 
help-me  God,  and  by  the  contents  of  this  Book. 

,Ji./'And  that  it  may  be  also  enacted.  That  if  any  such 
archbishop,  bisliop  or  other  ecclesiastical  officer  or  minister 
or  any  of  the  said  temporal  judges,  justiciaries  or  other  lay 
officer  or  minister  shall  peremptorily  or  obstinately  refuse  to 
take  or  i-eceivo  the  said  oath,  that  then  he  so  refusing  shall 
forfeit  and  lose  only  during  his  life  all  and  every  ecclesiastical 
and  spiritual  promotion,  benefice  and  office,  and  every  temporal 
and  lay  promotion  and  office,  which  he  hath  solely  at  the  time 
of  such  refusal  made ;  and  that  the  whole  title,  interest  and 
incumbency  in  every  such  promotion,  benefice  ami  other  office 
as  against  such  person  only  so  refusing  during  his  life  sliall 
clearly  cease  and  be  void  as  though  the  party  so  refusing  were 
dead ;  and  that  also  all  and  every  such  person  and  persons  so 
refusing  tq  take  t^e  said  oath  shall  immediately  after  such 
refusal  be  fltom  thenceforth  during  his  life  disabled  to  retain  or 
exeicise  any  office  or  other  promotion  which  he  at  the  time  of 
such  refusal  hath  jointly  or  in  common  witli  any  other  person 
or  persons ;  and  that  all  and  every  person  and  persons  that  at 
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any  time  hereafter  fihall  be  preferred,  promoted  or  collated  to 
any  archbishopric  or  bishopric  or  to  any  other  spiritual  or 
ecclesiastical  benefice,  promotion,  dignity,  office  or  ministry,  or 
that  shall  be  by  your  Highness,  your  heirs  or  successors,  preferred 
or  promoted  to  any  temporal  or  lay  office,  ministry  or  service 
within  this  realm  or  in  any  your  Highness'  dominions,  before 
he  or  they  shall  take  upon  him  or  them  to  receive,  use,  exercise, 
supply  or  occupy  any  such  archbishopric,  bishopric,  promotion, 
dignity,  office,  ministry  or  service,  shall  likewise  make,  take 
and  receive  tiie  said  corporal  oath  before  mentioned  upon  the 
Evangelist,  before  such  persons  as  have  or  shall  have  authority  to 
admit  any  such  person  to  any  such  office,  ministry  or  service,  or 
else  before  such  person  orperEons  as  by  your  Highness,  your  heirs 
or  successors,  by  commission  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England, 
shall  be  named,  assigned,  or  appointed  to  minister  the  said  oath. 

XI.  And  that  it  may  likewise  be  further  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  if  any  such  person  or  persons  as  at 
any  time  hereafter  shall  be  promoted,  preferred  or  collated  to 
any  audi  promotion  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical,  benefice,  office  or 
ministry,  or  that  by  your  Highness,  your  heirs  or  successors, 
shall  be  promoted  or  preferred  to  any  temporal  or  lay  office, 
ministry  or  service  shall  and  do  peremptorily  and  obstinately 
refuse  to  take  the  same  oath  so  to  him  to  be  oifered,  that  then 
he  or  they  so  refusing  shall  presently  be  judged  disabled  in  the 
law  to  receive,  take  or  have  the  same  promotion  spiritual  or 
ecclesiastical,  the  same  temporal  office,  ministry  or  service, 
within  this  realm  or  any  other  your  Highness'  dominions  to 
all  intents,  constructions  and  purposes. 

XII  And  that  it  may  be  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesa  d  That  all  and  every  person  and  persons  temporal, 
sung  luery  or  oustre  le  maine  out  of  the  hands  of  your 
Highness  jour  heirs  or  successors,  before  his  or  their  livery 
or  oustre  !e  maine  sued  fortli  and  allowed,  and  every  temporal 
person  ai  d  persona  doing  any  homage  to  your  Highness,  your 
he  ra  or  successors,  or  that  shall  be  received  into  service  with 
joui  H  j,hness,  your  heirs  or  successors,  shall  make,  take  and 
receive  the  said  corporal  oath  before  meotioned  before  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  England  or  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great 
Seal  for  the  time  being,  or  before  such  person  or  persona  as  by 
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your  EiglinesB,  your  heirs  or  suecessorB,  Bhall  be  named  and 
appointed  to  accept  or  receive  the  same ;  and  that  also  all 
and  every  person  and  persona  takii^  orders,  and  all  and  every 
other  person  and  persona  which  shall  be  promoted  or  preferred 
to  any  degree  of  learning  in  any  University  within  this  your 
realm  or  dominions,  before  he  shall  receive  or  take  any  Euch 
orders,  or  be  preferred  to  any  such  degree  of  learning,  ahall 
make,  take  and  receive  the  aaid  oath  by  this  Act  set  forth  and 
declared,  as  is  aforesaid,  before  his  or  their  ordinary,  commissary, 
chancellor  or  vice-chanceDor,  or  their  sufficient  deputies  in  the 
aaid  University. 

XIII,  Provided  always  and  that  it  may  be  further  enacted 
by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  having  any 
estate  of  inheritance  in  any  temporal  ofiice  or  offices  shall 
hereafter  obstinately  and  peremptorily  refuse  to  accept  and 
take  the  said  oatb  as  is  aforesaid,  and  after  at  any  time  during 
his  life  shall  willingly  requii-e  to  take  and  receive  the  said  oath, 
and  so  do  take  and  accept  the  same  oath  before  any  person  or 
persons  that  ahall  have  lawful  authority  to  minister  the  same, 
that  then  every  such  person  immediately  after  he  hath  so 
received  the  same  oath  ahall  be  vested,  deemed  and  judged 
in  like  estate  and  possession  of  the  said  oiHce  as  he  was  before 
the  said  refusal,  and  shall  and  may  use  and  exercise  the  said 
office  in  such  manner  and  form  as  he  should  or  might  have  done 
before  such  refusal ;  any  ihing  in  this  Act  contained  to  the 
contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

XIV.  And  tor  the  more  sure  observation  of  this  Act,  and  the 
ntter  extinguishment  of  all  foreign  and  usurped  power  and 
authority,  may  it  please  your  Highness  that  it  may  be  further 
enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  persons 
dwelling  or  inhabiting  within  this  your  realm,  or  in  any  other 
your  Highness'  realms  or  dominions,  of  what  estate,  dignity  or 
decree  soever  he  or  they  be,  after  the  end  of  thirty  days  next 
after  the  determination  of  this  session  of  this  present  Parliament, 
shall  by  writing,  printing,  teaching,  preaching,  express  words, 
deed  or  act,  advisedly,  maliciously  and  directly  affirm,  hold, 
stand  with,  set  forth,  maintain  or  defend  the  authority,  pre- 
eminence, power  OP  jurisdiction,  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical,  of  any 
foreign  prince,  pielate,  peraon,  state  c 


yGoosle 


lo  Elisabeth.  [1559. 

heretofore  claimed,  used  or  visurped  within  tJiis  realm  or  any 
dominion  or  country  being  -wifchin  or  under  the  power,  dominion 
or  obeisance  of  your  Highoes?,  or  shall  advisedly,  maliciously 
and  directly  imt  in  ure  or  execute  any  thing  for  the  extolling, 
advancement,  setting  forth,  maintenance  or  defence  of  any  such 
pretended  or  usurped  jurisdiction,  power,  pre-eminence  or 
authority  or  any  part  thereof,  that  then  every  such  person  and 
persons  so  doing  and  offending,  their  abettors,  aiders,  procurers 
and  counsellors,  being  thereof  lawfully  convicted  and  attainted 
accoi-ding  to  the  due  order.and  course  of  the  Common  Laws  of 
this  realm,  for  his  or  their  first  offence  sliall  forfeit  and  lose 
unto  your  Highness,  your  heirs  and  successors,  all  his  and  their 
goods  and  chattels,  as  well  real  as  personal ;  and  if  any  such 
person  so  convicted  or  attainted  Ehall  not  have  or  be  worth  of 
his  proper  goods  and  chattels  to  the  value  of  twenty  pounds  at 
the  time  of  such  his  conviction  or  attainder,  that  then  every 
such  person  so  convicted  and  attainted  over  and  besides  the 
forfeiture  of  all  his  said  goods  and  chattels  shall  have  and  suffer 
imprisonment  hy  the  space  of  one  whole  year  without  bail  or 
mainpiise ;  and  that  also  all  and  every  the  benefices,  prebends 
and  other  ecclesiastical  promotions  and  dignities  whatsoever  of 
every  spiritual  person  so  offending  and  being  attainted  shall 
immediately  after  such  attainder  be  utterly  void  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  as  tiiough  the  incumbent  thereof  were  dead,  and 
that  the  patron  and  donor  of  every  such  benefice,  prebend, 
spiritual  promotion  and  dignity  shall  and  may  lawfully  present 
unto  the  same,  or  give  the  same  in  such  manner  and  form  as  if 
the  said  incumbent  were  dead;  and  if  any  such  offender  or 
offenders  after  such  conviction  or  attainder  do  eftsoons  commit 
or  do  the  said  offences  or  any  of  them  in  manner  and  form 
aforesaid,  and  be  thereof  duly  convicted  and  attainted  as  is 
aforeEaid,  that  then  eveiy  such  offender  and  offenders  shall  for 
the  pame  second  offence  incur  into  the  dangers,  penalties  and 
forfeitures  ordained  and  provided  by  the  Statute  ^  of  Provision 
and  Premunire,  made  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
King  Richard  the  Second;  and  if  any  such  offender  or 
offenders,  at  any  time  after  the  said  second  conviction  and 
attainder,  do  the  third  time  commit  and  do  the  said  offences  or 
'  iG  a  II.  5. 
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any  of  (hem  in  manner  and  form  aforesaitl,  and  be  thereof  duly 
convicted  and  attainted  aa  is  aforesaid,  that  then  every  such 
offence  or  offences  shall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  high  treason, 
and  that  the  offender  and  offenders  therein,  being  thereof 
lawfully  convicted  and  attainted  according  to  the  laws  of  this 
realm,  shall  suffer  pains  of  death  and  other  penalties,  forfeitures 
and  losses,  as  in  cases  of  high  treascn  by  the  laws  of  this  realm. 

XV.  And  also  that  it  may  likewise  please  your  Highness 
that  it  may  be  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  no 
manner  of  per  on  or  per^iuns  shall  be  molested  oi  imf  eached  for 
anj  the  offences  afoiesaid  committed  or  perpet  ated  only  by 
pre^chmg  teaching  or  wold's  unless  he  or  they  he  tl  ereof 
lawfully  indicted  withm  the  "pice  of  one  hilf  yeir  nest  after 
his  or  their  offences  so  committed  ind  m  ca  e  any  pera  n 
or  peisons  si  all  foitune  to  be  imprisoned  for  any  of  the  "said 
offences  committed  hy  preaching  teaching  or  words  only  and 
le  not  thereof  indicted  withm  the  space  of  one  half  je«  next 
after  his  or  their  such  offence  so  ton  nutte  1  and  done  that  then 
the  said  person  so  imprisoned  shall  be  set  at  liberty  and  be  no 
longer  detained  in  prison  for  any  such  cause  or  offence. 

XVI.  Provided  always  and  be  it  enacted  hy  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  this  Act  or  any  thing  therein  contained  sliall 
not  in  any  wise  extend  to  repeal  any  clause,  matter  or  sentence 
contained  or  specified  in  the  said  Act  of  Repeal  made  iu  the 
said  first  and  second  years  of  the  reigns  of  the  said  late  King 
PI  1  p  and  Queen  Mary  as  doth  n  any  v  se  to  h  or  co  cern 
any  matter  or  ca?e  of  premui  e  r  that  doth  m  he  o  o  di  n 
any  after  or  cause  to  be  w  tl  n  tl  e  ca  a  of  pr  mu  e  b  t 
that  the  Ban  e  for  so  n  uch  onl^  aa  toucl  eth  or  conce  -n  th  anv 
ca  e  o  n  after  of  premu  lie  )  all  stan  1  ani  re  in  n  &u  h 
force  and  effect  as  the  same  a  hefo  e  the  mak  g  of  th  s  Act 
a  y  th  g  this  Act  conta  ne  1  to  the  contrary  u  anj  w  se 
not     thstand  ng 

XVII  Prov  de  1  al  0  an  1  be  t  enicte  1  1  y  tl  e  autho  ty 
ftforesa  d  That  th  s  4.ct  or  a  y  tJ  there  u  conta  ned  shall 
not  n  any  w  se  extend  or  be  p  jud  c  al  to  a  y  person  or 
perso  s  for  any  offence  o  offen  es  c  m  tte  1  or  lone  or  he  eifter 
to  be  committed  or  done,  contrarj  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  any 
Act  or  Statute   now  revived   by  this  Act,  before  the  end  of 
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thirty  days  next  after  the  end  of  the  Bession  of  this  present 
Parliament ;  any  thing  in  this  Act  contained  or  any  other 
matter  or  cause  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

XVIIL  And  if  it  happen  tiiat  any  peer  of  this  realm  shall 
fortune  to  be  indicted  of  and  for  any  offence  that  is  revived  or 
made  premunire  or  treason  by  this  Act,  that  then  he  so  being 
indicted  shall  have  his  trial  by  his  peers,  in  such  like  manner 
and  form  as  in  other  eases  of  treason  hath  been  used. 

XIX.  Provided  always  and  be  it  enacted  as  is  aforesaid.  That 
no  manner  of  order,  act  or  determination  for  any  matter  of 
religion  or  cause  ecclesiastical,  had  or  made  by  the  authority  of 
tbis  present  Parliament,  shall  be  accepted,  deemed,  interpvetate 
or  adjudged  at  any  time  hereafter  to  be  any  error,  heresy,  schism 
or  sehismatical  opinion ;  any  order,  decree,  sentence,  constitution 
or  law,  whatsoever  the  same  bej  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

XX.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  autliorifcy 
aforesaid,  That  such  person  or  persons  to  whom  your  Highness, 
your  heirs  or  successors,  shall  hereafter  by  Letters  Patents  under 
the  Great  Seal  of  England  give  authority  to  have  or  execute  any 
jurisdiction,  power  or  authority  epiritoal,  or  to  visit,  reform, 
order  or  correct  any  errors,  heresies,  schisms,  abuses  or  enor- 
mities by  virtue  of  this  Act,  shall  not  in  any  wise  have  authority 
or  power  to  order,  determine  or  adjudge  any  matter  or  cause 
to  be  lieiesy,  but  only  such  as  heretofore  have  been  determined, 
ordered  or  ailjudged  to  be  heresy  by  the  authority  of  the 
Canonical  Scriptures,  or  by  the  first  four  General  Councils  or 
any  of  them,  or  by  any  other  General  Council  wherein  the  same 
was  declared  heresy  by  the  express  and  pbiin  words  of  the  said 
Canonical  Scriptures,  or  such  as  hereafter  shall  be  ordered, 
judged  or  determined  to  be  her^y  by  the  High  Court  of 
Parliament  of  this  realm,  with  the  assent  of  the  clergy  in  their 
Coavocation ;  any  thing  in  this  Act  contained  to  the  contrary 
not  wi  fch  standi  ng. 

XXI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid. 
That  no  person  shall  be  hereafter  indicted  or  arraigned  for  any 
the  offences  made,  ordained,  i-evived  or  adjudged  by  this  Act, 
unless  there  be  two  sufGcient  witnesses  or  more  to  testify  and 
declare  the  said  offences  whereof  he  shall  be  indicted  or 
arraigned ;  and  that  the  said  witnesses  or  so  many  of  them  as 
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shall  be  living  and  within  this  realm  at  the  time  of  the  arraign- 
ment of  eucli  person  so  indicted  shall  be  brought  forth  in  person 
face  to  face  before  the  party  so  arraigned,  and  there  shall 
testify  and  declare  what  they  can  say  against  the  party  bo 
ari'aigned,  if  he  require  the  same. 

XSII.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid.  That  if  any  person  or  persona  shall  hereafter  happen, 
to  give  any  relief,  aid  or  comfort  or  in  any  wise  be  aiding, 
helping  or  comforting  to  the  person  or  persona  of  any  that 
shall  hereafter  happen  to  be  any  offender  in  any  matter  or  case 
of  premunire  or  treason  revived  or  made  by  this  Act,  that  then 
such  relief,  aid  or  comfort  given  shall  not  be  judged  or  taken 
to  be  any  offence,  unless  there  be  two  sufficient  witnesses  at  the 
]eiist  that  can  and  will  openly  testify  and  decJare  that  the 
person  or  persons  that  so  gave  snch  relief,  aid  or  comfort  had 
notice  and  knowledge  of  such  offence  committed  and  done  by 
the  said  offender  at  the  time  of  snch  relief,  aid  or  comfort  so  to 
him  given  or  jninietered ;  any  thing  in  this  Act  contained  or 
any  other  matter  or  cause  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwith- 
standing. 

\Two  sections,  XXIH  and  XXIV,  concerning  certain 
indit  i  ala  are  here  on  'if  /  ] 

J  Eliz.  Cap.JJ,. 
An  Act  ioT  the  u  ifo  n  ty  of  ComTnon  Prayer  and  Divine  Servicn 

iM  tie  C/i   cA  amd  the  Administration,  of  the  Sacraments. 

Where  at  the  death  of  our  late  Sovereign  Lord  King  Edward 
the  S  \th  there  rema  ned  one  uniform  order  of  common  Service 
and  Prater  and  of  the  adm  nirtratioa  of  Sacraments,  rites  and 
eeremon  es  in  the  Chutch  of  England,  which  was  set  forth  in 
one  book  1  t  tuled  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  and  adminis- 
tration of  Sacrame  ts  a  1  other  rites  and  ceremonies  ia  the 
Chi  rch  of  E  igland  autho  z  dbyAct' of  Parhament  holden  in 
the  fifth  and  sistl  )eara  of  our  said  late  Sovereign  Lord  King 
Edward  the  &  stb  ntituled  an  Act  for  the  tjnifonuity  of 
Common  Piayer  and  admmistration  of  the  Sacraments;  the 
which  was  I'epealed  and  taken  away  by  Act''  of  Parliament  in 
'  6&:6E.  VI.  I.  M  Mary  (a),  j. 
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the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  our  late  Sovereign  Lady  Queen 
Mary,  to  the  great  decay  of  the  due  honour  of  God  and  dis- 
comfort to  the  professors  of  tlie  truth  of  Christ's  religion  :  Be 
it  therefore  enacted  by  the  authority  of  this  present  Parliament, 
That  the  said  Statute  of  Eepeal  and  everything  therein  contained, , 
only  concerning  the  said  hook  and  the  service,  administration  of 
Sacraments,  rites  and  ceremonies  contained  or  appointed  in  or  by 
the  said  book  shall  be  void  and  of  none  effect  from  and  after 
the  Feast  of  the  Nativity  of  St  John  Baptist  nest  coming; 
and  that  the  said  book,  with  the  Order  of  Service  and  of  the 
administration  of  Sacraments,  rites  and  ceremonies,  with  the 
alteration  and  additions  therein  added  and  appointed  by  this 
Statute,  shall  stand  and  be  from  and  after  the  said  Peast  of  the 
Nativity  of  St  John  Baptist,  in  full  force  and  effect,  according 
to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  this  Statnte  ;  anything  in  the  afore- 
said Statute  of  Eepeal  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

II.  And  further  be  it  enacted  by  tiie  Queen's  Highness,  with 
the  assent  of  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  this  present  Parlia- 
ment ateembled  and  by  authority  of  the  same.  That  all  and 
singular  ministers  in  any  cathedral  or  parish  church  or  other 
place  within  this  realm  of  England,  Wales  and  the  marches  of 
the  same  or  other  the  Queen's  dominions  shall  from  and  after 
the  Feast  of  the  Nativity  of  St  John  Baptist  nest  coming  be 
bounden  to  say  and  use  the  Matins,  Evensong,  celebration  of 
the  Lord's  Supper,  and  administration  of  each  of  the  Sacra- 
ments, and  all  their  Common  and  open  Prayer,  in  such  order 
and  form  as  is  mentioned  in  the  said  book  so  aiithoiized  by 
Parliament  in  the  said  fifth  aad  sixth  years  of  the  reign  of  King 
Edward  the  Sixth,  with  one  alteration  or  addition  of  certain 
Lessons  to  be  used  on  every  Sunday  in  the  year,  and  the  form 
of  the  Litany  altered  and  corrected,  and  two  sentences  only 
added  in  the  delivery  of  the  Sacrament  to  the  communicants, 
and  none  other  or  otherwise ;  and  that  if  any  manner  of 
parson,  vicar  or  other  whatsoever  minister,  that  ought  or  should 
sing  or  say  Common  Prayer  mentioned  in  the  said  book  or 
minister  the  Sacraments  from  and  after  the  Feast  of  the  Nativity 
of  St  John  Baptist  nest  coming,  refuse  to  use  the  said  Common 
Prayers  or  to  minister  the  Sacraments  in  such  cathedral  or 
parish  church  or  other  places  as  he  should  use  to  minister  the 
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same,  in  Euth  order  and  form  as  they  be  mentioned  and  set 
forth  in  tlie  said  book,  or  shall  wilfully  or  obstinately  {standing 
in  the  same)  use  any  other  rite,  ceremony,  order,  form  or 
manner  of  celebrating  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  openly  or  privily, 
or  Matins,  Evensong,  adminietration  of  the  Sacraments  or 
other  open  prayers  than  is  'n]entioned  and  set  forth  in  the  said 
book,  ( [by]  open  prayer  in  and  througliout  this  Act  is  meant  that 
prayer  which  is  for  other  to  come  unto  or  hear,  either  in 
common  churches  or  private  chapels  or  oratories,  commonly 
called  the  Service  of  the  Church,)  or  shall  preach,  declare  or 
speak  any  thing  in  the  derogation  or  depraving  of  the  said  book 
or  any  thing  therein  contained  or  of  any  part  thereof,  and  shall 
be  thereof  lawfully  convicted  according  to  the  laws  of  this  realm 
by  verdict  of  twelve  men  or  by  his  own  confession  or  by  the 
notorious  evidence  of  the  fact,  shall  lose  and  forfeit  to  the  Queen's 
Highness,  her  heirs  and  successors,  for  his  first  offence,  the 
profit  of  all  his  spiritual  benefices  or  promotions  coming  or 
aiising  in  one  whole  year  next  after  his  conviction,  and  also 
that  the  person  so  convicted  shall  for  the  same  offence  suffer 
imprisonment  by  the  space  of  sis  months  without  bail  or  main- 
prise ;  and  if  any  such  person  once  convict  of  any  offence 
concerning  the  premises  shall  alter  the  first  conviction  eftsoons 
offend  and  be  thereof  in  form  aforesaid  lawfully  convicted,  that 
then  the  same  person  shall  for  his  second  offence  suffer  imprison- 
ment by  the  space  of  one  whole  year  and  also  shall  therefore  be 
deprived,  ipso  facto,  of  all  his  spiiitual  promotions,  and  that 
it  shail  be  lawful  to  all  patrons  or  donors  of  all  and  singular 
the  same  spiritual  promotions  or  any  of  them  to  present  or 
collate  to  the  same  as  though  the  persons  so  offending  were 
dead ;  and  that  if  any  such  person  or  persona  after  he  shall  be 
twice  convicted  in  form  aforesaid  shall  offend  against  any  of  the 
premises  the  third  time  and  shall  be  thereof  in  form  aforesaid 
lawfully  convicted,  that  then  the  person  so  offending  and  con- 
victed the  third  time  shall  be  deprived,  ipso  facto,  of  all  his 
spiritual  promotions  and  also  sliall  suffer  imprisonment  during 
his  life ;  and  if  the  person  that  shaU  offend  and  be  convicted  in 
form  aforesaid,  concerning  any  of  the  premises,  shall  not  be 
beneficed  nor  have  any  spiritual  promotion,  that  then  the  same 
person  so  offending  and  convict  shall  for  the  first  offence  suffer 
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rap  nt  d        g  wl    1     y        next  after  hia  said  cod' 

t  til     t  b    1        m      p  d  if  any  auch  person  not 

h        guyptlp         t  ft      hia  first  conviction,  shall 

ft  ff     I  th    e[  rning   the   premiaea    and 

hilbe       fmt  dth       fi     fully  convicted,  that  then 

th       m    p  h  11  t     hiB  d    fi'ence  suffer  imprisonment 

d  h     bf 

III    Ai  d    t  d  med       d         t  d  by  the  authority  above 

aaid.  That  it  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever  after  the  said 
Feast  of  the  Nativity  of  St  John  Baptist  next  coming  sb'vll  m  any 
interiiidea,  playa,  songa,  rhymes  or  by  other  open  words  declare 
or  speak  any  thing  in  the  derogation  depi-avmg  or  despising 
of  the  same  book  or  of  any  thing  therein  contained  or  any  part 
thereof,or  shall  by  open  fact,  deed  orby  openthreatemngs  compel 
or  cause  or  otlierwise  procure  or  maintain  anj  parson  vicar  or 

tl      m       t  any     th  d    1        p       h    h      h  uhapel 

y     th      pi         t  g  y      y      m  oi  open 

J     J  t     m       t         y  S       m     t     th  ny  other 

m  dfmthismtdth         dbk        tht 

by      J     { th      aid  m  hi  w  p  y 


h  d  f    m  d         h         d  b 

th  y       h  p  1       g  th       f  1  wf  Uj  i  d  in  form 

Hb  d    h  li  f    f  t  t    th    Q  S  g     Lady,  her 

h  d  fthfatff  hdd  marks ; 

Ifjp  p  beg  tfuy  such 

fi  ft  ff    d  t[     J      y   ftl     I    t        td  offences 

d    h  U        i    m     f  1  be  tl         t  I  wf  lly  ct,  that 

th      th        m     I  ff    di  g       d  t    h  11  for  the 

dflceffttthQ  S  g     Lady,  her 

h  i  raflddmk  dfy  person, 

ftl  f    m    f  d    h  11  ha     b        tw  vi  t  of  any 

ff  gyMhlt         Ldff  hU  offend 

ththdtm         dbthf  f  b  d    lawfully 

t  th  t  th  J  p  fl     1    g       d  ct  shall 

ihthdff         fttt  S  Llyth    Queen 

a  h    g    d     nd    h  tt  1        d    1   11     ff      mp         m    t  during. 
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his  life  ;  and  if  any  pereoii  or  persons  tliat  for  liia  first  offence 
concerEing  the  premisses  shall  te  convict  in  form  affjresaid  do 
not  pay  the  sum  to  be  paid  by  viitue  of  his  conviction  in  such 
manner  and  form  bs  tlie  Eanie  ought  to  be  paid  within  six 
weeks  next  after  his  conviction,  that  then  every  person  so 
convict  and  so  not  paying  the  same  thall  for  the  same  first 
offence  instead  of  the  said  sum  suffer  imprisonment  by  the 
space  of  six  months  without  bail  or  mainprise ;  and  if  any 
pei«oii  or  persons  that  for  his  second  offeuce  eonceining  the 
premisses  shall  be  convict  in  form  aforesaid  do  not  pay  the 
said  sum  to  be  paid  by  viitue  of  his  conviction  and  this  statute 
in  fiuch  manner  and  form  as  the  same  ought  to  be  paid  within 
sis  weeks  nest  after  liis  said  second  conviction,  that  then  every 
person  so  convioted  and  not  eo  paying  the  same  shall  for  the 
same  second  oflence  in  the  stead  of  the  said  sum  suffer  imprison- 
ment during  twelve  months  without  bail  or  mainprise;  and 
that  from  and  after  the  said  Feast  of  the  Nativity  of  St  John 
Baptist  nest  coming  all  and  every  person  and  persons  inhabiting 
wilhin  this  lealm  or  any  other  the  Queen's  Majesty's  dominions 
shall  dibgently  and  faithfidlv,  having  no  lawful  or  rea.'sonable 
eicuie  to  be  ab  ect,  endeavouP  thtm^elies  to  resort  to  their 
parish  chuich  or  chapel  accu'^tomtd  cr  upon  reascniLle  let 
thereof  to  some  u-ual  plate  where  Common  Prayer  and  such 
sdvice  of  God  shall  be  usfd  in  such  time  of  let,  upon  eveiy 
feunday,  and  other  days  oidamed  and  used  to  be  kept  as  Hoiy 
Udjfl,  and  then  and  tfaeie  to  abide  orderly  and  sobeily,  durmg 
the  time  of  the  Common  Priyei,  Pieachmgs  01  other  Seivice 
ot  Uod  there  to  be  used  and  minibteied ,  upon  pain  of  punish- 
ment by  the  censures  of  the  Lhaich,  and  also  upon  pain  that 
every  person  so  offending  shall  foifeit  for  every  'uch  offente 
twelve  pence,  to  be  levied  by  the  Church  wa.idens  of  the  parish 
nhcie  suLh  offence  shall  be  done,  to  the  use  ut  the  pooi  cl  the 
same  palish,  of  the  gcods,  lands  and  tenements  ot  such  oflendei, 
by  way  of  di'tiess  * 

IV,  And  for  due  execution  liereof  the  Queen  s  most  Excellent 
Majesty,  the  Lords  temporal  and  all  the  Commtns  in  this 
present  Parliament  assembled  doth  in  God's  name  earnestly 
I'equii'e  and  charge  ell  the  archbishops,  bishops  and  other 
ordmaries,  that  they  shall  endeavour  themselves  to  the  utter- 
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most  of  their  ltno«  ledge  that  the  due  and  tme  execation  hereol' 
may  be  had  throughout  their  dioresea  and  charges,  as  they  wiil 
inswer  bef  re  God  for  such  evila  and  pligues  wherewith 
Aim.  ffhtj  (jod  miy  justly  punish  his  people  for  ne<rlectmg  tl  is 
good  aad  wholesome  law  and  foi  their  authnnty  m  thn 
1  ehalf  he  it  further  enicted  by  the  authority  afcreii  d  that  all 
and  singular  the  same  archbishoy)  bishops  and  all  otfeei  their 
officers  exerc  smg  ecclesidstical  jurisdiction  as  well  m  places 
exempt  as  not  exempt  withm  their  diocese  shall  1  ave  full 
powei  and  autboiity  by  this  Act  to  reftim,  correct  and  pnni  h 
by  ceniuie?  of  the  Church  all  and  siiiguUr  persons  which  shall 
offend  withm  any  their  janodi  tions  or  dioce^^es  after  the  said 
Feast  of  the  Nativity  of  St  John  B  pt  st  next  coming  ag-smst 
this  Act  and  Statute  any  other  Kw  statute  pi  ivilege 
hberty  or  piovision  heretofore  made  had  or  suffeicd  to  the 
contrary  notT*  ithstanding 

V  And  it  IS  oidained  and  enacted  by  the  auth  ufy  afoie 
said  Ihat  all  and  e%ey  Jiistii.es  ot  Oyei  and  Detetmmer  cr 
Justices  of  Assize  sliall  have  full  power  and  authority  m  eTei\ 
of  their  open  and  general  sessioi  s  to  enqune  heii  dnd  detei 
mme  all  and  all  maimei  of  ollences  th^t  si  all  le  committed  01 
done  contrary  to  any  article  contained  in  this  present  Act 
within  the  limits  of  tie  commission  to  them  dirtctel  and  to 
make  pricess  for  tie  esecuti  n  tt  the  same  as  they  miy  do 
i^amst  my  person  being  indicted  hetoie  them  of  tre  pitss  or 
lawfully  conMcted  the  eof 

YI  Provded  alw<4js  and  be  it  enicted  ly  the  aulltntj 
aforesaid  That  all  and  every  ardibishop  and  bishop  shall  01 
ma\  at  all  t  me  and  times  at  his  hberty  and  pleasure  join  and 
dsaoiiate  him  elf  by  virtue  of  this  Act  to  the  sa  d  Justices  oi 
Oyei  ai  d  Determiner  01  to  the  said  Justi  es  <.f  Assize  at  eveiv 
the  sail  open  and  gcneial  ses  ions  to  he  holdea  m  aa^  ]lt  e 
withm  his  dioceae  for  and  to  the  mquiiy  hearing  and  deter 
muing  of  the  oflences  aforesail 

VII.  Provided  also  and  be  it  enacted  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, That  the  books  concerning  the  taid  services  shall  at  the 
costs  and  charges  of  the  parishioners  of  every  parish  and 
cathedral  church  be  attained  and  gotten  before  the  said  Feast 
of  the  Nativity  of  St  John  Bapti&t  neit  following;  and  that 
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all  eucli  parishes  and  cathedral  churches  or  other  places  where 
the  said  books  shall  be  attained  and  gotten  before  the  said 
Feast  of  the  Nativity  of  St  John  Baptist  shall,  within  three 
weeks  next  after  the  said  books  so  attained  and  gotten,  use  the 
eaid  service  and  put  the  same  in  ure  according  to  this  Act. 

VIII.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
That  no  person  or  persons  shall  be  at  any  time  hei-eafter 
impeached  or  otherwise  molested  of  or  for  any  the  offences 
above  mentioned  hereafter  to  he  committed  or  done  contrary  to 
.  this  Act,  unless  he  or  they  so  ofleuding  he  thereof  indicted  at 
the  nest  general  sessions  to  be  holden  before  any  such  Justices 
of  Oyer  ind  Determiner  or  Justices  of  Assize  next  after  any 
ofleuce  committed  or  done  contrarj  t^  the  tenrr  of  this  \ct 

IX  Proiided  ilnavs  and  he  it  oidained  and  enacied  by  the 
luthoritj  aforesaid  Tliat  ail  anl  singular  Lorl'J  cf  the  Piilia 
ment  for  the  thud  oftenoe  above  mentioned  shall  be  triel  by 
their  peers 

X  Provided  also  ancl  be  it  ordimed  and  enacted  by  the 
authonty  aforesaid  That  the  Mayoi  of  London  and  all  other 
majtrs  bojliffs  and  other  head  officers  of  all  and  singular 
cities  boroughs  and  trwns  coiponte  within  this  realm 
Wales  and  the  Maichea  ot  the  same  to  the  which  Just  lcs  of 
Assize  do  not  commonly  repair  shall  ha\e  fuil  power  and 
authority  by  virtue  of  th  s  act  to  enqujie  hear  and  deteimine 
the  offences  abovesaid  and  every  of  them,  yearly  within  fifteen 
days  after  the  Feast  of  Easter  and  St  Michael  the  Archangel, 
in  like  manner  and  form  as  Justices  of  Assize  and  Oyer  and 
Determiner  may  do. 

SI.  Provided  always  and  be  it  ordained  and  enacted  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  That  all  and  singular  archbishops  and 
bishops  and  every  their  chancellors,  commissaries,  archdeacons 
and  other  ordinaries  having  any  peculiar  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion fhall  hive  full  power  and  authority  by  virtue  of  this  Act 
as  well  to  enquire  in  their  visitation  synods  and  elsewhere  within 
their  jur'sdiction,  [as]  at  any  other  time  and  place,  to  take 
occasions  and  informations  of  all  and  every  the  things  above 
mentioned  done,  committed  or  perpetrated  within  the  limits  of 
their  jt  riadictions  and  authority,  and  to  punish  the  Eame  by 
admonitiOD,  escommunication,  sequestration  or  deprivation  and 
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other  censures  and  proce  s  n  1  lie  forn    as  her  tofore  1  af  h  been 
used  in  like  cases  lij  tl  e  Q   ee    a  e  cle  mat  cal  Id  vs 

XII.  Proyided  alwa  s  and  be  t  ena  ted  Tl  at  what  oe  er 
person  offending  n  (he  pren  saes  h  11  foi  the  offen  e  fir-t 
receive  punishment  of  the  ord  ary  hav  ng  a  te  t  mon  il  th  eol 
under  the  said  ord  nary  s  se  1  sh-ill  ofc  f  r  the  Ban  o  offe  e 
eftsoones  be  convicted  before  f  1  e  j  at  e  an  1 1  kew  se  receiv 
iug  for  the  said  offence  fiist  pu  shment  by  tl  e  lu  t  e  he 
shall  not  for  the  same  offe  e  fts  ones  rec  e  p  n  hne  t  of 
the  ordinary;  any  th  ng  cont  ned  n  th  s  Act  to  th  coat  arj 
notwithstanding. 

XIII.  Provided  alway  and  be  t  en  ctel  Thit  n  h  orn 
ments  of  the  Cburch  ad  f  the  m  n  te  s  tl  e  eot  shall  be 
retained  and  be  i  use  as  w  s  n  the  Church  of  England  bj 
authority  of  Pari  ament  in  the  second  year  of  the  e  gn  ot 
King  Edward  tlie  '^  sth  unt  1  other  order  shall  be  there  n 
taken  fay  the  author  iy  ot  the  Q  een  s  Maje  ty  w  th  the  adv  ce 
of  her  commissioners  appo  nt  d  and  a«tho  zed  under  the  t  eat 
Seal  of  England  fo  e  cies  ast  oal  au  es,  or  of  the  Metr  pol  tan 
of  this  realm :  and  also  that  li  there  shall  happen  ny  on 
tempt  or  irreverence  to  be  n.  ed  m  the  ceremon  es  or  r  tes  ol 
the  Church  by  the  nusa  ng  of  the  o  de  s  appo  n  ed  n  th 
book,  the  Queen's  Majesty  m  j  by  the  1  ke  adv    e  of  the  sa  d 

s  or  Metrop  htan  orda  a  ^nd  j  ubl  sh  such  further 
ir  rites  as  may  be  most  for  the  ad  ancement  of 

God's  glory,  the  ed  fy    „  of  h     C!  u    h  and  tl  e  due  le  erence 

of  Christ's  holy  mv  t     es  and  sac  ament 

XIV.  And  be  it  lu  ther  enacted  by  the  author  ty  afore  a  d 
That  all  laws,  statutes  an!  ordina  e  wl  re  n  or  vhe  ebv 
any  other  Service  Adm  n  tr  t  on  ot  Sa  aments  or  Common 
Prayer  is  limited,  estalh  bed  or  set  forth  to  be  u^ed  w  th  n 
this  realm  or  any  other  the  Queen  s  dom  n  ons  or  count  es 
ehall  from  henceib  ih  be  utterly  vo  d  and  of  none  eftect. 
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I  Eliz.  Cap.  III.  __ 
■  An  Act  of  recognition  of  t/ii  Queen's  High/nets'  title  to  the     \ 
imperial  crown  of  this  realm..  < 

As  there  is  notLing  under  God,  most  dread  Sovereign  Lady, 
wherein  we  your  most  humble,  faithrul  and  obedient  subjects, 
the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  and  Commons  in  this  present 
Parliament  assembled,  have,  may  or  ought  to  have  more  cause 
to  rejoice  than  in  this  only,  ,that  it  hath  pleased  God  of  his 
merciful  providence  aud  goodness  towards  us  and  this  our 
realm  not  only  to  provide  but  also  to  preserve  and  keep  for  ua 
and  our  wealtltfl  your  royal  Majesty  onr  most  rightful  and  lawful 
Sovereign  Liege  Lady  and  Queen,  most  happily  to  reign  over 
us ;  for  the  which  we  do  give  and  yield  unto  him  from  the 
bottoms  of  our  hearts  our  humble  thanks,  lauda  and  praises ; 
even  so  there  is  nothing  that  we  your  said  subjects  for  our 
parties  can,  may  or  ought  towarfs  your  Highness  more  firmly, 
entirely  and  assuredly  in  the  purity  of  our  hearts  tliiak  or 
with  our  mouths  declare  and  confess  to  be  true,  than  that  your 
Majesty  our  said  Sovereign  Lady  is,  and  in  very  deed  and  of 
most  meer  right  ought  to  be,  by  the  laws  of  God  and  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  this  realm,  our  moat  rightful  and  lawful  Sovereign 
Liege  Lady  and  Qoeen;  and  that  your  Highness  is  rightly, 
i-  lineally  aud  lawfully  descended  and  come  of  the  blood  royal  of 
tills  realm  of  England,  in  and  to  whose  princely  person,  and 
the  heirs  of  your  body  lawfully  to  be  begotten,  after  yon, 
without  all  doubt,  .  .  .  the  imperial  and  loyal  estate,  pla«e, 
crown  and  dignity  of  this  realm,  with  all  honours  .  .  .  and 
pre-eminences  to  the  same  now  belonging  and  appertaining, 
are  and  shall  be  most  fully  .  .  .  invested  and  incorporated 
...  as  rightfully  and  lawfully  ...  as  the  same  were  in  the 
£aid  late  King  Henry  the  Eighth  or  in  the  late  King  Edward 
the  Sixth  ...  or  in  the  late  Queen  Mary  ...  at  any  time 
since  the  act  of  parliament  made  in  the  thirty- fifth  year  of  the 
reign  of  your  said  most  noble  father  King  Henry  the  Eighth, 
intituled  an  Act '  concerning  the  establishment  of  the  King's 
a  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm.  .  .  . 

'■.  35  H.  VIII.  I. 
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II.  And  that  it  may  be  enacted,  That  as  well  thia  our 
declaration  ...  as  also  the  limitation  and  declaration  of  the 
succession  .  .  .  contained  in  the  said  Act  ■  ■  •  shall  stand  the 
law  of  this  realm  for  ever.  .  .  . 

I  Eliz.  Cap.  IV. 
An  act  for  the  restilution  of  the  First  Fruits  and  Tenths  and 

raita  reserved  nomine  deciuQEe  and  of  parsonages  impropriate 

to  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm. 

I.  In  their  most  humble  wise  beseech  your  most  excellent 
Majesty  your  faithful  and  humble  subjects  .  ,  .  in  this  present 
Parliament  assembled.  That  where  in  the  parliament  of  your 
most  noble  father  .  ,  .  holden  ...  in  the  twenty-sixth  year 
of  his  prosperous  reign  it  was  enacted  [here  follows  a  recital  of 
Stat.  36  Hen.  VIII.  3  and  other  Acts  touching  the  annexation 
of  first-fruits  to  the  crown,  &c.] ;  We  your  said  humble  and 
obedient  subjects,  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  and  the 
Commons  in  this  your  present  parliament  assembled,  calling  to 
our  remembrance  the  huge,  innumerable  and  inestimable  charges 
of  the  royal  estate  and  imperial  crown  of  this  realm,  and  how 
the  same  is  left  unto  your  Majesty,  at  this  your  first  entry 
thereunto,  greatly  diminished,  as  well  by  reason  of  the  said 
Act',  made  in  the  said  second  and  third  year  of  the  said  King 
Philip  and  Queen  Mary,  as  othervtise,  do  conceive  at  the 
bottom  of  our  hearts  great  soitow  and  heaviness,  as  subjects 
careful  for  their  natural  and  Liege  Sovereign  Lady,  upon  whom 
dependeth  the  surety,  worldly  joy  and  wealth  of  us  all,  and  .  .  . 
do  account  of  very  right  .  .  .  most  humbly  to  beseech  tiie  same, 
that  the  great  disherison  and  decay  committed  and  done  to  the 
crown  and  estate  royal  of  thia  your  realm  and  the  succession 
thereof,  by  reason  of  the  said  Act  made  in  the  said  fecoad  and 
thiid  years  of  the  reign  of  the  said  King  Philip  and  Queen 
Mary,  may  at  this  Parliament  be  reformed  and  avoided,  and  that 
with  yoar  Highness'  favour  and  royal  assent,  it  may  be  enacted 
.  .  .  That  the  said  Act  made  in  the  second  and  third  years  of 
the  reign  of  the  said  late  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary,  ,  ,  . 
shall  be,  fwrn  and  after  the  first  day  of  this  present  pai'liament, 
■  )  A  J  P.  &  M.  4. 
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,  ,  .  repealed  .  ,  .  and  tliat  tlie  Baid  flrst-fruita  and  all 
payments  thereof,  from  and  after  the  faid  first  day  of  this 
parliameiit,  sViall  be  revived,  .  .  .  and  be  .  ,  ,  united  and 
annexed  to  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm.  ,  .  .  and  also 
Ihat  as  well  so  much  of  the  said  perpetual  and  annual  Tenth 
and  Pension  granted  bv  the  said  Act  made  in  the  said  twenty- 
sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  said  late  King  Henry  the  Eighth, 
as  also  so  much  of  the  =aid  yearly  lents  reserved  upon  the  said 
several  Letters  Patents  nomxiw  denmce  and  al-io  °.o  many  of 
the   said    rectories  and    other    profits  and    emolumeDts 

ecclesiastical  and  spintual  sftre-said  and  the  reven-ion  and 
reverBions  thereof  and  all  rents  emoluments  and  prohts  incident 
to  the  same,  as  weie  m  the  hands  aid  possession  of  the  said 
late  Queen  Mary  at  and  bef  re  the  said  eighth  dav  of  August, 
shall  from  the  Feast  of  ht  Michael  the  A  chanf,el  la  t  pist  be 
...  in  the  seisin  and  possession  of  our  said  Sovereign  Lady 
Queen  Elizabeth,  her  heirs  and  successors.  .  .  , 

V.  AH  vicarages  not  exceeding  the  value  of  £10  .  .  .  and 
also  all  parsonages  not  exceeding  the  value  of  ten  marks  .  . 
shall  be  free  .  ,  .  fi-om  the  said  first-fruits.  .  .  . 

VII.  [Exemptions  granted  to  the  Universities  confirmed.] 

VIII.  [Exemption  for  St  George's  Chapel  at  Windsor.] 
XIII.  [Exemption  for  colleges  and  schools.] 

iEliz.  Cap.  V. 
An  Act  whereby  etrtain  offimeea  he  tnade  treason. 
I.  ...  Be  it  enacted  .  ,  .  that  if  any  person  or  persons 
after  the  first  day  of  May  next  to  come  do  maliciously,  ad- 
visedly and  directly  compass  or  imagine  to  deprive  the  Queen's 
Majesty  ,  ,  .  from  the  style,  honour  and  kingly  name  of  the 
imperial  crown  of  this  realm,  or  from  any  other  the  realms  and 
dominions  unto  our  said  Sovereign  Lady  appertaining,  or  to 
destroy  the  Queen's  Majesty  ...  or  to  levy  war  within  this 
realm  or  within  any  the  marches  or  dominions  to  the  same 
belonging  against  the  Queen'g  Majesty  ...  or  to  depose  the 
Queen's  Majesty  .  .  .  from  the  imperial  crown  of  the  realms 
and  dominions  aforesaid ;  and  the  same  compasses  or  imagina- 
tions or  any  of  them,  maliciously,  advisedly  and  directly  shall 
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or  do  utter  by  open  preacliicg  express  words  or  sayings ;  or  if 
any  person  or  persona  after  the  eaid  first  day  of  May  next 
coming,  stall  maliciously,  advisedly  and  directly  say  ...  or 
hold  opinion,  that  the  Qneen'a  Majesty  that  now  is,  during  her 
J  life,  is  not  or  ought  not  to  be  Queen  of  this  realm,  or  after  her 
death  that  the  heirs  of  her  Highness'  body,  being  Kings  or 
Queens  of  this  realm,  of  right  ought  not  to  he  Kings  or  Queens 
of  this  realm,  or  that  any  other  person  than  the  Queen's  High- 
ness that  now  is  during  her  life  ought  to  be  King  or  Queen  of 
■.  this  realm  .  .  .;  that  then  every  snch  offender  being  thereof 
duly  convicted  .  .  .  their  abettors  aud  counsellors  .  .  .  shall 
forfeit  and  lose  to  the  Queen's  Highness,  her  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, all  their  goods  and  chattels,  and  the  whole  issues  and 
profits  of  their  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  for  term 
of  the  life  of  every  Eucii  offender  or  offenders,  and  also  shall 
suffer  during  their  lives  perpetual  imprisonment, 

II.   Provided  .  .  .  that  every  ecclesiastical  person  being  con- 
victed in  form  aforesaid  .  .  .  shall  .  .  .  be  .  .  .  deprived  from 
all  his  benefices  and  pi-omotions  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical.  . .  . 
1        III.  And  if  any  person  being  hereafter  convicted  of  any  the 
'    said  offences  .  .  .  shall  .  .  .  eftsoons  commit  any  of  the  said 
offences  ,  .  .  that  then    every  such   second   offence   shall  be 
;     deemed  high  treason  and  the  offenders  therein,  their  abettors 
I      [&c.]  shall  be  deemed  high  traitors,  and  shall  suffer  pains  of 
I      death  and  forfeit  all  their  goods,  chattels,  lands  and  tenements 
to  the  Queen's  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors.  . .  , 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted  ,  ,  .  That  if  any  person  .  .  , 
by  any  writing,  printing,  overt  deed  or  act  ...  do  affirm 
that  the  Queen's  Majesty  that  now  is  ought  not  to  have  the 
style,  hononr  and  kingly  name  of  this  realm,  or  that  any 
person  other  than  the  Queen's  Majesty  that  now  is,  ought  to 
liave  the  style,  honour,  and  kingly  name  of  this  realm,  or  that 
the  Queen's  Majesty  that  now  is  durii^  her  life  is  not  or  ought 
not  to  be  Qneen  of  this  realm  .  .  .  that  then  every  such  offence 
shall  be  adjudged  high  treason,  and  the  offender  and  offenders 
therein,  their  abettors  [&0.]  ,  .  .  shall  be  deemed  and  ad- 
judged high  traitors  and  shall  suffer  pains  of  death  and  forfeit 
all  their  goods  [ifec]  to  the  Quet 

V.  [Saving  of  titles  of  strainers.] 
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VI.  Provided  .  .  .  tliat  concealment  of  any  high  treasons 
be  deemed  only  misprision  of  treason  and  the  offenders  therein 
to  forfeit  and  euFTer  as  in  cases  of  misprisioa  of  treason  hath 
heretofore  been  used,  .  .  , 

VII.  [Peeis  to  be  tried  by  their  peers.] 

YITI.  And  be  it  farther  enacted  .  .  .  that  no  person  shall 
be  impeached  for  any  of  the  offences  above-said  commitied  only 
by  open  preaching  or  words,  unless  the  offender  be  thereof 
indicted  withia  six  months,  .  .  . 

"~"  IX,  [Punishment  of  accessories] 

X.  Provided  .  .  .  that  no  person  shall  be  hereafter  indicted 
for  any  offence  made  treason  or  misprision  of  treason  by  this 
Act,  unless  the  same  offence  ...  be  proved  by  the  testimony 
and  oath  of  two  lawful  and  sufficient  witnesses  at  the  time  of 
his  indictment ;  which  said  witnesses  also  at  the  time  of  the 
arraignment  of  the  party  so  indicted  (if  they  he  then  living) 
shall  be  brought  forth  in  person  before  the  party  so  arraigned 
face  to  face,  and  there  shall  avow  all  they  can  say  gainst  the 
said  party  so  indicted,  unless  the  said  party  so  indicted  shall 

,  willingly  without  violence  confess  the  same. 


1  Eliz.  Cap.  XL 

An  Act  limiting  the  times  for  laying  on  land,  merchandise  from, 

hmfond  the  seas,  and  touching  customs  for  sweet  wines. 

I,  Most  humbly  showing,  beseech  your  Highness,  your  Lords 

and    Commons  in  this   present  Parliament   assembled.    That 

h    e  the  suras  of  money  paid  in  the  name  of  customs  and 

ul    d    3     f   wares   and   merchandizes    tiansported    out    and 

b    u  ht    nto  this  your  Highness'  realm  of  England  by  any 

me    1     t    tranger  or  denizen,  is  an  ancient  revenue  annexed 

and  ua  t  d  to  your  impeidal  crown,  .  .  . 

VIII  And  where  of  late  years  there  have  been  much  greater 
quantity  of  sweet  wines  brought  into  this  realm,  than  in  time 
past  Iiath  been  accustomed,  which  be  brought  from  the  same 
place  where  the  wine  commonly  called  malvesey  is  brought .  .  . 
and  nevertheless  .  .  .  there  hath  not  been  such  cu«tem  received 
for  the  same  as  ought  to  be  paid  for  such  sweet  wines  ...  be  it 
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enacted  tliat  like  custom  is  of  very  right  to  be  paid  and  shall 
from  henceforth  he  paid  for  such  sweet  wines  as  hath  been 
accustomed  to  be  paid  for  malveseys.   .  .  . 


I  Eliz.  Cap.  SX. 

An  Act  of  the  mibsidy  of  Tonnage  and  I 

I.  In  their  most  hu'iible  wise  show  unto  your  most  excellent 
Majesty,  your  poor  and  obedient  subjects  and  Commons  iu  this 
your  present  Piirliament  assembled.  That  where  as  well  your 
noble  Grandfatber  of  worthy  memory.  King  Henry  the  Seventh 
.  .  .  as  other  your  right  noble  and  famous  progenitors,  kings  of 
this  your  realm  of  England,  time  out  of  mind,  have  had  and 
enjoyed  unto  them  by  authority  of  Parliameut,  for  the  defence 
of  the  same  now  your  realm,  and  the  keeping  Hnd  safeguard  of 
the  seas  for  the  intereourBe  of  merchandize,  safely  to  come  into 
and  pass  out  of  the  same,  certain  sums  of  money,  niimed  sub- 
sidies, of  all  manner  of  goods  and  merchandize,  coming  in  or 
going  out  of  the  same  your  realm ;  ...  we  your  said  poor 
Commons,  by  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  s|iiritual  and 
temporal  in  this  your  present  Parliament  assembled,  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  same,  to  the  intent  aforesaid,  give  and 
grant  to  you  our  supreme  Liege  Lady  and  Sovereign,  one 
subsidy  called  Tonnage,  that  is  to  say,  of  every  ton  of  wine  .  .  . 
that  shall  or  is  come  into  this  your  realm,  by  way  of  mer- 
thandise,  the  sum  of  3s,,  and  bo  after  the  rate,  and  of  eveiy  ton 
of  sweet  wine  as  well  malvesey  as  other,  that  shall  or  is  come 
into  the  same  your  realm  by  any  merchant-alien,  .  .  .  3s.,  and 
so  after  the  rate,  over  and  alwive  the  3s.  afoie  granted;  and 
of  every  awm  of  Rhenish  wine  coming  into  this  your  realmc 
.  .  .  larf.:  and  also  one  other  subsidy  called  Poundage,  that 
s  to  say,  of  all  manner  of  goods  and  merchandizes  of  every 
nercliHut,  denizen,  and  alien,  ,  .  .  cairied  out  of  this  your  said 
■ealm  or  brought  into  the  same  by  way  of  merchandize,  of 
he  value  of  every  20*.  of  the  same  goods  and  merchandize, 
\d.,  and  so  after  the  rate;  and  of  evei-y  20,!.  value  of  tin 
and  pewter  vessel  carried  out  of  this  your  realm  by  any  and 
every  meri;hant-alleii,  12c/.  over  and  above  the  i^d.  aforesaid. 
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II.  Except  and  always  foreprized  out  of  tbis  grant  of  subsidy 
of  Poundage  all  manner  of  woollen  cloth  made  within  this  your 
realm  of  England,  and  by  any  merchant- denizen,  and  not  born 
alien,  carried  out  of  this  your  slid  I'ealm ;  and  all  manner  of 
wools,  wool-fells,  and  hides  and  backs  of  leather,  also  caiTied 
out  of  this  jour  realm  ;  and  all  wines  and  all  manner  of  fresh 
fish  and  bestial  coming  into  the  same  your  realm. 

m.  And  further  we  your  said  poor  Commons  .  .  ,  give  and 
grant  unto  you  our  said  Liege  Lady  and  Sovereign,  for  the 
causes  aforesaid,  one  other  subsidy,  .  ,  .  that  is  to  say,  of  every 
merchant-denizen  for  eveiy  sack  of  wool  ^i  13s.  ^d.;  and  for 
every  240  wool-fells  £1  13s.  ^d. ;  and  for  every  last  of  hides 
and  hacks  ...  £3  6s.  8t^. ;  and  of  every  merchant- stranger 
not  bora  your  liege  man  ...  for  every  sack  of  wool  £^  6s.  M.  ; 
and  for  every  240  woul-fells  i"3  6s.  M.;  and  also  for  every  last 
of  hides  and  backs,  ^3  13a.  4d. ;  and  ao  of  all  the  said  wools, 
wool-fells,  hides  and  backs,  and  every  of  them  after  the  rate 
.  .  .;  to  have  and  perceive  the  subsidies  aforesaid  ...  to  your 
Highness,  from  the  sixteenth  day  of  November  last  past,  during 
your  life  natural. 

V.  [Goods  imported  or  exported  without  duty,  to  be  for- 
feited.] 

I  Eliz.  Cap.  XXI. 

An  Act  of  a  subsidy    ndtw   se^    a  d  x'"  by  th   1    jw    I  1/ 

I.  The  eare  wlii  h  w    d     p  M  j    ty  h  th  m    t 

noble  and  redoubted  S  ^f     t        d        th  1  d  tl 

imperial    crown    tl        f  I  t  ly  Ik 

poveriahed,  so  enfe  hlddwkdtthf  tt 

strength  and  glory  dthmkuatlyt       j  h 

the  great  bounteous  f  41m    1  ty  G  d     h    1     h      n         1 

lously  and   beyond      U  Idly       p    t  t        p        t  1    y 

Majesty  in  these  lat    d  ffi     It      dig  t  m      b  t    1     t 

study  and  bend  all  t       df  f       Itdghww 

may,  like  loving  aad    bdt      Ijtfll  hd      th 

so  noble  and  so  n  j  p  Th      f 

your  most  obedient       11  ul  j    t   tl     L    d     p    t     1      d 
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temporal  and  tlie  Commons  in  this  present  Parliament  as- 
sembled, to  sliow  our  willing  hearts  and  good  minds,  upon 
mature  coHSultation  had,  have  condescended  and  agreed  ivith 
one  voice  and  most  entire  affections  fo  make  your  Highness  at 
this  time  a  present ;  not  such  in  deed  aa  in  our  affections  we 
do  wish  it,  and  as  we  know  most  certainly  ought  to  be,  but  yet, 
of  your  accustomed  clemency  which  yon  do  show  to  all  men,  we 
humbly  on  our  knees  pray  your  Highness  not  to  reject  it,  Imt 
to  accept  our  good  wills  and  hearty  desires  herein,  and  that 
this  our  Bmall  gift  may  he  hy  yonr  Highness,  the  Lords  spiritual 
and  temporal  and  the  Commons  in  this  present  Parliament 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same  enacted,  and  be  it 
enacted,  That  yonr  Highness  towards  the  said  great  costs  and 
inestimable  charges,  shall  have  by  authority  of  this  present 
Parliament,  two  whole  fifteens  and  tenths  to  be  paid,  taken 
and  levied  of  the  moYeable  goods,  chattels,  and  other  things 
ueaal  to  such  fifteens  and  tenths  to  be  contributory  and  charge- 
able within  the  shires,  cities,  boroughs,  towns  and  other  places 
of  this  your  Majesty's  realm  in  maaner  and  form  afore  time 
used  ;  except  the  sum  of  £12,000  thereof  fully  to  be  deducted, 
that  is  to  eay ;  £6,000  of  either  of  the  said  whole  fifteens  and 
tenths  of  the  sum  that  one  whole  XTth  and  tS"^  ittaineth  unto 
1    f    f  tl     p        t  w  t  d  1  h      f  th     y  ur 

s.d        Iwtddlt  d-rt        d  gitlym 

p  hi      ft  ht  ththfthtm 

heltdmdunt  yl  dtbdld  h 

dfrm         htlf  wll  d«h 

hthb        hd       dddd  tbepd        m  d 

f  rm    f  11  wi         th  t  t  y      th     fi  «t      1    1     fift  d 

t    th  pt  t   f  pt  d  t     1     p    d  t    J        HI 

th  pt     f  y         H  gh  hi         V  f        th      t    th 

]  J     f  N      ml  t  J        d  tl  d  d       Si       1 

1  f       th    t     th  d  y    f  N         I  tl  f 

L    dC    1     56 

II.  And  be  it  fuither  enacted  that  knights  elected  and 
returned  ot  and  for  the  shues  within  this  realm  f  jr  thn  present 
Parliament  citizens  of  cities  and  burgesses  of  boroughs  and 
towns  where  collectors  have  been  u=ed  to  be  named  md  ap 
pointed  foi  the  collection  of  any  s.\tf'  and  xti  before  this  time 
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granted,  shall  name  and  ajipoint  yearly  beftre  the  last  day  of 
August  in  either  of  the  aaid  two  jearB  sufGciejit  and  able 
persons  for  the  collection  of  the  said  xith  and  s'li  in  eveiy  of 
the  said  shires,  cities,  boroughs  and  towns  the  taid  j  ersnns  then 
having  lands,  tenements  and  other  hereditaments  m  his  01  their 
cwn  r'ghtof  an  estate  of  inhtiitance  of  the  yearly  value  oJ  Xio 
or  in  goods  worth  iioo  at  the  leisC  and  also  such  pei=on  or 
I  ersona  so  by  them  to  be  named  and  appointed  for  the  t,ollei,tion 
of  either  of  the  sai  1  ■^v"'  and  s"'  shall  be  by  them  severally 
a[ pointed  and  illotted  into  hundreds  lapea  wapentakes  cttie 
boroughs  and  towns 

IV    4nd  fuitheimoreloi  thereat  and  wei^l  ty  considerations 
aforesaid   we  give  and  ^lant  to  your  Hyliness  one  entire 

subsidy  to  be  nted  and  pa  d  at  two  se^eial  pajments  ol 

every  peison  spiritual  and  tempoi  d  of  what  estate  or  degiee 
he  or  they  he  according  to  the  tenor  of  this  Act  m  mannei 
and  form  following  that  is  to  say,  as  well  of  eveiy  person 
born  within  this  realm  ^s  of  everj  fnternity   guild  coi 

poiation  niysteiy  biotbethood  and  communalty  corporated  01 
not  corjorxted    within  this  lealm  beiUj,  worth  i.5    foi 

every  pound  aa  well  m  coin  and  the  value  of  every  j  ound  that 
every  such  person,  fratermty  [6iC.]  hath  of  his  or  then  own  or 
any  other  to  his  or  their  use,  aa  aho  plate  Bto(,k  of  mer 
chandises,  all  manner  of  corn  and  blade  household  stuff  and 
of  all  other  goods  moveable  aa  well  within  the  realm  as  without 
and  of  oU  "iTich  sums  ot  money  as  to  him  01  them  is  or  shall  be 
owm^  whereof  he  01  they  tiuat  surely  to  be  paid  evcejt  such 
sums  of  money  a'  he  01  they  owe  and  mtendeth  tiuly  to  pay 
and  except  abo  the  appaiel  of  sacb  peiaons  then  wives  anl 
children  belonging  to  their  own  bodies  (saving  jewels  gold 
gdver  stcne  and  pearl)  shall  pay  to  and  for  be  tirst  pay- 
ment ot  the  said  subs  dy  is  8  Z  of  every  pound  and  to  and 
foi  the  second  pijment  of  the  said  subsidy  i  of  e^erj 
pound  and  also  every  alien  and  stranger  I  cm  out  ot 
the  Queens  (beiaance  a'*  well  denizen  as  otheis  inhabiting 
with  n  this  realm  of  everj  pound  that  he  tr  they  ha\e  m  coin 
and  the  vtlue  of  p\erv  poind  in  chattels  movealle   or 

uiimoveable  as  is  aforesaid,  us  well  within  this  lealm  as  without 
and  of  all  sums  of  money  to  him  or  them  owing  (except  e\ery 
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Bucli  sum  or  sums  of  money  which  he  or  they  do  owe  and  intend 
truly  to  pay),  shall  pay  for  every  pound  to  the  first  payment  of 
th  d  h  dj  3  4(i  d  t  th  second  payment  of  tlie 
<:adhdy  f  y]       d  d  also  that  every  alien 

dt      g     brn      tfthQ  dominions,  being  denizen 

t    d  t    be    ft  t   h  tory  to  any  of  the    rates 

1  1     hllpytothfitp  yment  of  the  said  subsidy 

4(7       d  t    t!  dp  ym    t    f  the  sjud  subsidy  other  ^d. 

i  ry  poll        d  tl  t  !      or  she  with  whom  the 

ml  lUbld         ttle  time  of  the  taxation  or 

t  t  th  fthh  dwth  the  same  for  lack  of  pay- 
m    tth       f 

V    A  d  b     t  f    th  ted  Th  t  every  person  horn  under 

th     Q  b  d         y        poration  [&c.],  for  eveiy 

pound  that  eveiy  of  the  same  peison  and  every  corporation 
[&c,]  or  any  other  to  his  or  their  use  hath  in  fee  simple,  fee  fail 
for  t«rm  of  life,  term  of  years,  by  execution,  wardship  or  by 
copy  of  court  roll,  of  and  in  any  honours,  castles,  manors,  lands, 
tenements,  rents,  services,  hereditameuts,  annuities,  fees,  corodies 
or  other  yearly  profits  of  the  yearly  value  of  aos.  as  well  within 
ancient  demesne  aud  other  places  privileged  or  elsewhere,  and 
BO  upwards,  shall  pay  to  the  first  payment  of  the  said  subsidy 
2s.  id.  of  every  pound,  and  to  the  second  payment  of  the  said 
subsidy  IS.  ^d.  of  every  pound :  and  every  alien  born  out  of  the 
(Queen's  oheitance,  in  such  case  to  pay  at  the  first  of  the  said 
payments  5s.  ^d.  of  every  pound,  and  at  the  second  payment 
2&.  8d.  of  every  pound ;  .  -  .  (lands  and  tenements  chargeable 
to  the  dismes  of  the  clergy  and  yeirly  wages  due  to  servants 
for  their  yearly  service  othei  than  the  Queen  s  sprvants 
taking  yearly  wi^es  of  ^5  or  above  oily  excepted  and 
forprised) ;  ,  except  and  ilwiys  forprised  from  the  charge 
and  assessment  of  tins  subsidy  all  goods  chattels  jewels 
and  ornaments  of  chaiche«  and  chapels  winch  have  been  ordained 
and  used  in  chuichea  or  chapels  for  the  honour  and  service  ot 
Almighty  God 

YIII.  And  further  be  it  enacted  That  for  the  &•>  e^ing  -ml 
ordering  of  the  said  sibsidy  to  be  duly  had  the  Loid  Chmcellor 
of  England  or  the  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  the  Lord  Treasurer 
of  England,  the  Lord  Steward  of  the  Queen's  Majesty's  House- 
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hold,  the  Lord  President  of  the  Queen's  Eonoriible  Council, 
and  the  Lord  Privy  Seal  for  the  time  being,  or  two  of  them  at 
least,  whereof  the  Lord  ChanceUor  of  England  or  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal  for  the  time  heing  tti  be  one,  shall  name  and  appoint 
for  every  shire  and  riding  and  other  places,  .  .  .  and  also  for 
evei-y  city  aad  bawn  being  a  county  in  itself,  and  for  the  Isle  of 
Wight,  such  certain  nnmher  of  persons  of  every  of  the  same 
shires  .  .  .  and  every  other  place,  and  other  the  inhabitants  of 
the  same,  to  be  commissioners  of  and  within  the  same,  vrhereof 
they  be  inhabitants  ;  and  also  for  the  honourable  household  of 
the  Queen's  Majesty  ia  what  shire  or  other  places  the  said 
household  shall  happen  then  to  he ;  and  the  Lord  Chancellor 
or  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal,  and  other  with  him  before  named,  in 
like  manner  may  name  and  appoint  of  every  other  such  borough 
and  town  corporate,  as  they  shall  tliink  requisite,  6,  5,  4,  3, 
or  a  of  the  head  officers,  and  other  sad  honest  inhabitants  of 
every  of  the  said  cities,  boroughs  and  towns  corporate,  accord- 
ing to  the  number  and  multitude  of  the  people  being  in  the 
Kiime :  .  .  ,  find  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England  or  Keeper  of 
the  Great  Seal  for  the  time  being  shall  mahe  and  direct  out 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery  under  the  Great  Seal  several  com- 

'  s'  nt         h  p  rs  n   nd  persons  as  by  his  discretion 

1    th     w  th  h  m  af         m  d  and  appointed,  in  iike  manner 

dfmas         f  h         dlUbe  thought  sufficient  for 

h  in         dl  gfthsad  subsidy  in  all  shires  and 

pL  du      to     1      tm  g  of  this  Act :   .  ,  .  pro- 

d  d  alw  J      th  t  n     p  1    il  be  compelled  to   he  any 

mm  s   o  ler  foi  Ihe  execution  ot  this  present  Act,  but  only  in 
the  f-hiie  where  he  dwelleth 

IX    And   it  IS   al^o  enacted,  Tliat  the  commissioners 
shall  befoie  Janunrj  6,  1559  direct  their  several  01  joint 

precept    unto  thiee   or  moie    as  for  the  number  ot  the 

inhabitants  shall  be  reqmsite  of  the  most  substantial  discreet 
and  honest  peisons  inhahitatits  oi  and  in  huudiede 

and  other  places,  as  well  with  n  liberties  as  withiut 

and  to  the  ecustables,  sub  constables  bailiffi  and  othei  like 
cfficers  or  mmistera  ol  every  of  the  aatd  hundreds  md 

iithei  places  beioresaid  stiaightly  by  the   same  precept 

chargm^f  and  commanding  the  same  inhabitants,  constables  and 
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other  officers  aforeEaid,  ...  to  appear  in  their  proper  persona 
before  the  said  commiEsionera  ...  at  certain  daya  and  places 
,  ,  ,  to  do  all  that  to  theni  on  the  parties  of  the  Queen's  Majesty 
gliall  he  enjoined  touching  this  Act.  .  .  . 

S.  And  it  is  further  ordained,  That  the  said  day  and  place 
prefixed  and  limited  in  the  said  precept,  every  of  the  coinmis- 
fioners  then  being  in  the  shire  and  having  no  sufficient  excuse 
for  his  absence  . .  .  shall  appear  in  hia  proper  person,  and  there 
thcame  commissioncrg  hein^  present  shall  call  before  them 

the 'biid  inhabitants  and  ofBceis  to  whom  thev  have  directed  their 
sai  1  piecepts  and  if  any  person  so  warned  make  defimlt 

unltss  he  then  be  letten  by  sickness  or  lawful  excuse  and  thit 
let  then  be  witnessed  by  the  oaths  of  two  ciedible  peiaons 

I  it  any  ap|  eaung  lefu&e  to  be  s'noin  m  foim  following  to 
Jorfeit  to  the  Queeus  Majesty  40'  and  upon  the  sime 

uppeaiance   had    one  of  the  moat  <^nhst<intial   inhabitants  01 

ffiij^r  being  warned  aid  appeaiug  beloie  the  said  romra  0 
Bijneie  shall  le  sworn  ujon  a  book  opei  ly  hetoie  the  com 
inissioners  in  foim  following  I  shall  tiulj  enquiie  witli  mv 
itllows  that  shall  be  chilled  with  me  of  the  huadred  01 
othei  place  of  the  beat  and  most  lalue  of  the  substi^nce  of 
e^ery  per  on  dwelling  ■vnth)n  the  limits  of  the  places  that  I  and 
niy  iellows  sbill  be  charged  with  and  oi  othei  which  shall  have 
hia  or  their  most  re°oit  unto  any  of  the  said  pkcts  and  oblige 
able  with  any  sum  of  money  by  this  Act  of  this  subsidy,  and  ol 
ail  other  articles  that  I  sliall  be  charged  with  touching  the  said 
Act,  and  according  to  the  intent  of  the  same,  and  theienpon  as 
near  as  it  may  be  or  shall  come  to  my  knowledge,  tiuly  to 
present  and  certify  befoi-e  jou  the  names,  suindwes  tnd  tht, 
best  and  uttermost  substanue  and  values  of  every  of  them,  da 
well  of  lands  ...  as  of  goods,  chattels,  debts  and  othei  things 
chargeable  by  the  said  Act,  without  any  concealment  ...  as 
near  as  God  will  give  me  grace ;  So  help  me  God  and  the  holy 
contents  of  this  book :  .  .  .  and  upon  the  oath  so  taken  as  is 
afoiesaid,  ,  .  ,  the  said  commissioners  shall  openly  there  read 
unto  them  the  said  rates,  and  openly  declare  the  effect  of  their 
charge  unto  them,  in  wliat  manner  and  form  they  should  make 
their  certificate,  .  ,  .  and  after  such  oath  and  the  statute  of  the 
said  subsidy,  and  the  manner  of  the  said  certi&cate  ...  to  them 
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declared,  the  said  commission  era  there  being  shall  by  their 
discretions  appoint  acd  limit  unto  the  said  persons  another  day 
and  place  to  appear  before  the  said  commissioners,  and  charging 
the  said  persons,  that  they  in  the  meantime  shall  make  diligent 
inquiry  by  all  ways  and  means  of  the  premises  .  .  . :  and  of  Buch 
as  appear  ready  to  make  certificate  as  is  aforesaid,  the  said 
commissioners  there  being  shall  take  and  receive  the  same 
certificate  ,  ,  . ;  and  if  the  same  commissioners  aee  cause  reason- 
able, they  shall  examine  the  said  presenters  thereof,  and  there- 
upon the  said  commissioners .  ,  .  shaJI  from  time  to  time  openly 
there  prefix  a  day  ,  .  .  for  their  further  proceeding  to  the  said 
assessing  of  the  same  subsidy  ;  and  thereupon  at  the  said  day 
.  .  .  the  same  commissioners  shall  make  their  precept  or  precepts 
to  the  constables  ...  or  other  officers  of  such  hundreds  .  ,  . 
or  other  places  aforesaid  as  the  same  commissioners  shall  be  of, 
comprising  in  the  same  precept  the  names  and  surnames  of  all 
persons  presented  before  them  in  the  said  certificate,  of  whom  if 
the  said  commissioners  .  .  ,  shall  tlien  have  vehement  anspect  to 
he  of  more  gi'eater  value  or  substance  .  .  .  than  upon  such 
persons  shall  be  certified,  the  same  commissioners  shall  make 
their  precept  to  the  constable,  baiiifis  or  other  officers,  com- 
manding the  same  ...  to  warn  such  persons  whose  names  shall 
he  comprised  in  the  said  precept,  .  .  .  that  the  same  persona 
shall  personally  appear  before  the  said  commissioners  at  the 
same  new  prefixed  day  and  place,  there  to  be  examined  by  all 
ways  and  means,  other  than  by  corporal  oath,  by  the  said 
commissioners,  of  their  greatest  substance  and  best  value,  .  .  . 
according  to  this  Act :  at  which  day  and  place  bo. prefixed  the 
said  commissioners  .  .  .  shall  cause  to  be  called  the  said  persons 
for  their  examination ;  and  if  any  of  thoae  persona  .  .  .  make 
default  and  appear  not,  .  ,  .  that  then  every  of  them  so  making 
default,  to  be  taxed  and  charged  to  the  Queen's  Majesty  at  the 
double  sums  of  the  rate  tfiat  he  should  liave  been  set  at . ,  .; 
which  commiasioners  shall  travel  with  every  of  the  persons  so 
then  and  there  appearing,  ...  by  all  such  ways  and  means  they 
can,  other  than  by  corporal  oath,  for  their  better  knowledge  of 
their  heat  value :  .  .  .  and  if  any  person  certified  or  i-ated  by 
virtue  of  this  Act .  .  .  doth  find  himself  grieved  with  the  same 
presentment ,  . .,  and  thereupon  complain  to 
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. .  ,,  that  then  the  said  commissioners  shall  .  .  .  examine  .  .  .  tlie 
persons  so  comiilaining  and  cttber  his  neighbours  by  tlieir 
discretion  .  .  .,  and  after  due  examination  and  perfect  know- 
ledge thereof  had  ....  the  said  commisBionera  .  ,  .  may  abate  or 
eukrge  the  same  assessment,  according  as  it  shall  appear  unto 
them  just  upon  the  same  examination  . .  . 

XII.  Provided  always,  That  every  such  person  which  shall  he 
set  or  taxed  for  payment  to  this  subsidy  after  the  yearly  value 
of  ids  lands,  tenements  and  otiier  real  possessions  or  profits  at 
any  of  the  said  taxations,  shall  not  be  taxed  for  his  goods  and 
chattels  or  other  moveable  substance  at  the  same  taxations; 
and  that  he  that  shall  be  taxed  for  the  same  subsidy  for  his 
goods,  cliatfels  and  other  moveables  at  any  of  the  said 
taxations,  shall  not  be  taxed  or  chargeable  for  his  lands 
or  other  real  possessions  and  profits  abovesaid  at  the  same 
taxations  ... 

XIV.  And  further  be  it  enacted.  That  the  said  commis- 
sioners of  every  commission  shall  according  to  their  divisioTis 
.  . .  have  full  power  to  tax  and  cess  every  other  commissioner 
joined  with  them  in  every  such  commission  and  division,  and 
shall  also  assess  every  assessor  within  their  division  .  .  . 

XV.  And  that  all  persons  of  the  estate  of  a  baion  and 
every  estate  above  shall  be  charged  with  their  freehold  and 
value  as  is  above  said,  by  the  Chancellor  or  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal  Tiea'iurei  of  Enyl  nd  Loid  President  af  tl  e 
Queen's  Majestj  a  Pnvv  Council  and  Lord  Fruj  Seal  i  i 
the  time  being  or  other  petsoiis  by  the  Queens  Maje=t\  s 
authority  to  be  limited 

XVII.  And  futthei  be  it  enacted  Ihat  the  said  commi 
sioners  .  .  .  shall,  for  eithei  of  the  same  payments  of  the  said 
subsidy,  name  such  auffii-ient  and  ible  peis  i  s  which  then 
shall  have  lands  and  other  hereditaments  in  their  own  light  f 
the  yearly  \alue  of  £20  01  goods  to  the  ^a!ue  of  zoo  n  irks 
at  the  least  to  be  higli  (,olle;,tors  and  have  the  i-ollei-tion 
and  receipt  of  the  said  sums 

XVIII.  .  Anl  even  ullectoi  so  deputed  shall  hue 
authority  by  this  Act  to  apjomt  d»ya  and  places  withm  the 
circuit  of  his  collei,ti">n  ftr  the  payment  of  the  sail  'ub^idv  to 
bim  to  be  made  an'  thereof  to  gne  warning  by  proclamition 
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or  otherwise  to  all  the  (.onstahles  or  other  persons  oi  ul  ib  t 
auts  havmg  the  chiige  of  the  particular  collection  withiu  thp 
hundreds  par  ahea  towj  a  or  other  places  by  him  or  them 
limited  to  make  pavment  Jor  their  said  part  cular  collection  of 
every  bum  as  to  tl  em  shall  apperteiin 

XIX  ProMded  alwajs  That  no  per  on  inhabiting  in  an% 
city,  boiough  or  town  torp  rate  sh  U  be  compelled  to  be  an 
assessor  or  collector  of  the  ';ubsidj  in  any  pla  e  out  of  the  said 
city  [&c.]  where  he  dwelleth  .  .  . 

XXI.  It  is  also  enacted,  That  every  of  the  said  high  collectors 
which  shall  account  for  any  pait  of  the  said  subsidy  .  ,  .  shall 
be  allowed  , .  ,  for  every  pound  limited  to  his  collection, . .  , 
sis  pence,  as  pavcel  of  their  charge;  that  is  to  say,  of  every 
pound  thereof  for  such  person  as  then  have  had  the  particular 
collection  in  the  towns  and  other  places  .  .  .  two  pence  ;  and 
other  two  pence  .  .  .  every  of  the  said  chief  collectors  or  their 
accountants  to  retain  to  their  own  use  .  .  . ;  and  two  pence  .  .  . 
to  be  delivered  ...  to  such  of  the  commissioners  as  shall  take 
upon  them  the  business  and  labour  about  the  premises  .  .  . 

XXII.  And  that  no  person  now  being  of  the  number  of  the 
company  of  this  present  Parliament,  nor  any  commissioner, 
shall  be  named  or  assigned  to  be  any  collector  or  subcollector 
or  presenter  of  the  said  subsidy  or  any  part  thereof. 

XXV.  Provided  that  all  persona  having  manors,  lands  [&c.] 
chargeable  to  the  payment  of  the  subsidy,  and  also  having 
spiritual  possessions  chargeable  to  her  said  Majesty  by  the 
grant  made  by  the  clergy  of  this  realm  in  their  convocation, 
and  over  this  having  aubstance  in  goods  and  chattels  charge- 
able by  this  aaid  Act,  that  then  if  any  of  the  said  persona  be 
hereafter  charged  for  the  said  manors  [&c.]  and  spiritual 
posseasiona,  and  alao  charged  for  their  goods  and  chattels,  that 
then  they  shall  be  only  charged  by  virtue  of  this  Act  for  their 
said  manors  [&c.]  and  spiritual  possessions,  or  only  for  their 
said  goods  and  chattels,  the  best  thereof  to  be  taken  for  the 
Queen's  Majesty,  and  not  to  be  charged  for  both,  or  double 
charged  for  any  of  them  ,  ,  . 

XXVI.  Provided  that  this  grant  of  subsidy  nor  anything 
thareiu  contained  extend  to  charge  the  inhabitants  in  Ireland, 

y  for  any  lands  .  ,  .  goods,  chattels  or  other 
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moycable   substance  which  the  said   inhabitants   have  within 
Ireland,  Jersey  and  Guernsey  .  .  . 

XXVII.  Provided  also  that  this  present  Act  of  subsidy  nor 
anything  therein  contained,  extend  to  any  of  the  English 
inhabitants  in  any  of  the  counties  of  Northumberland,  Cumber- 
land, Westmoreland,  the  town  of  Berwick,  the  town  of  New- 
castle upon  Tyne  and  the  bishopric  of  Durham,  for  any  lands, 
,  .  .  goods,  chattels  or  other  moveable  substance  which  the  same 
inhabitants  . ,  .  have  within  the  said  counties  [&c.]  .  .  . 

XXIX.  Provided  that  no  orphan  or  infant  within  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  born  within  any  of  the  Queen's  Majesty's 
dominions,  shall  be  charged .  . .  for  goods  and  chattels  to  him 
or  her  left  or  bequeathed. 

XXX.  Provided  also  that  tLis  Act  nor  anything  therein 
coiita,ined  shall  extend  to  the  goods  or  lands  of  any  college, 
hall  or  hostel  within  the  universities  of  Oxford  and  Cajnbridge, 
or  to  the  goods  or  lands  of  the  College  of  Winfoa  ...  or  of  the 
College  of  Eton  ,  .  ,  or  of  any  common  free  grammar  school, 
within  the  realm,  or  of  any  reader,  schoolmaster  or  scholar  or 
any  graduate  within  the  said  universities  and  colleges  there 
remaining  for  study  ...  or  of  any  hospital  .  .  ,  used  for  the 
Bustentation  and  relief  of  poor  people. 

XSXEII.  Provided  also  that  the  said  grant  of  subsidy  do 
not  any  wise  extend  to  the  inhabitants  at  this  present  time 
within  the  five  ports  corporate  or  to  any  of  their  members 
incorporate  or  united  to  the  same  five  ports  .  . . 

1  Eliz.  Cap.  XXII. 

An  Act  V!7ierel>J/  the  Queen's  Highness  w.ay  -make  ordinances  and 
■ndes  in  churches  collegiate,  corporations  and  schools. 

I.  Forasmuch  as  certain  cathedral  and  collegiate  churches 
and  other  ecclesiastical  incorporations  aad  some  schools  havo 
been  erected,  founded  or  ordained  by  the  late  Kings  of  worthy 
memory,  King  Henry  the  Eighth  or  King  Edward  the  Sixth, 
or  by  our  late  Sovereign  Lady  Queen  JIary  and  by  the  late 
Lord  Cardinal  Pole,  not  having  as  yet  ordained  and  established 
such  good  orders,  rules  and  constitutions  as  should  be  meet 
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and  comenieQt  for  the  good  oider  '.aiefcy  and  cornenience  of 
the  same  Be  it  thereffie  enacted  That  the  Queens  Majesty 
shdll  by  Virtue  of  this  Act  ha\e  iull  power  ^nd  author  ty 
to  make  and  pie  cribe  unto  every  of  the  afoiesaid  churches 
iDCOipomtiona  and  Bchools  and  unto  all  the  officers  ministers 
and  Bcholara  la  them  auch  statutes  ordinances  and  ordeis 
ae  well  for  the  Q;ood  use  ind  go\ernmeut  of  themsehes  as 
also  for  then  Louses  lands  [&c  ]  and  that  her  M-yestj  m^^  at 
her  pleasure  alter  ...  all  the  Statutes  [&c.j  of  the  atore&aid 
churches  [&e.]  from  time  to  time  as  to  her  Majesty  shall  seem 
espedient , . , 

I  Eliz.  Cap.  XXIV. 

An  Act  to  annex  to  the  Crown  certain  religious  houses  and 
monasteries  and  to  reform  certain  abuses  i.t  chantries. 

I.  "Whereas,  since  the  decease  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  King 
Edward  the  Sixth  .  .  .  certain  abbeys,  priories,  hospitals, 
nunneries,  houses  of  friars,  chantries  and  other  religious  and 
ecclesiastical  houses,  by  procurement  of  certain  persons  mean- 
ing to  reduce  this  your  realm  rather  to  darkness  and  super- 
fctition  than  to  the  true  knowledge  and  honouring  of  Almighty 
God,  in  the  time  of  the  late  Queen  Mary,  your  Majesty's  sister, 
were  restored  or  of  new  entered  unto  .  .  . ,  and  divers  houses, 
manors,  lands  .  .  .  goods  . .  .  and  profits,  alJ  which  or  the  most 
thereof  until  that  time  were  appertaining  to  the  imperial 
crown  of  this  i«alm,  have  been  given  to  the  same  corporations, 
as  well  by  the  said  late  Queen  Mary  ...  as  also  by  sundry 
other  persons  of  this  your  Majesty's  realm  ;  which  said  abbeys 
.  .  .  and  other  relieious  houses  and  chantries,  are  now  wholly 
possessed  by  a  few  pernons  bom  within  this  realm,  owing  of 
duty  by  the  laws  of  God  and  of  this  your  Majesty's  realm  their 
whole  obedience  to  the  said  imperial  mown  of  this  realm;  and 
yet  nevertheless  under  the  colour  of  certain  superstitious  reli- 
gions and  professions  have  not  only  professed  themselves  to  be 
subject  and  obedient  to  foreign  power  and  authority,  to  the 
manifest  derogation  of  the  jurisdiction  ...  of  the  said  imperial 
crown  of  this  realm,  but  also  by  and  under  the  same  foreign 
power  and  authority  only,  do  yet  daily  use  sundry  rules,  ordi- 
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nances,  rites  and  ceremonies  in  their  services  and  common 
prayers  repugnant  to  the  usafje  of  the  holy  catholic  and 
apostolic  church  of  Christ;  and  to  the  intent  that  the  said 
ahhejB  and  other  religious  houses  and  chantries,  and  a!i  the 
houses,  manors,  lands  .  ,  .  goods  . .  .  and  profits  whatsoever  to  the 
said  religious  ,  . .  houses  appertaining  .  .  .  may  he  from  hence- 
forth hy  your  Highness  employed  to  such  good  uses  for  the  setting 
forth  of  the  true  honour  and  glory  of  God,  the  advancement  of 
your  Majesty's  said  crown  imperial  and  jurisdiction  of  the  same, 
and  to  the  aid  and  relief  of  the  puhlic  weal  of  this  your 
Majesty's  realm  aforesaid,  as  unto  your  Highness  shall  seem 
good ;  ...  Be  it  enacted,  Tliai  your  Highness  shall  from  hence- 
forth have,  hold  and  enjoy  to  your  Highness,  your  heirs  and 
suecesEors  for  ever  ...  all  the  ahbeys  .  .  .  chantries  and 
other  religious  and  ecclesiastical  houses  .  .  .  which  have  been 
at   any   time   since  the  decease   of  our  said   late    Sovereign 


Lord  King  Edward  the  Sixth  newly  restored  .  . 

.  or  established. 

and  also  all  the  sites,  mai 

lors,  lands  .  . 
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Second  Parliament:    First  Session, 

Jan.  U— April  10, 1563^ 
5  Eliz,  Cap.  I. 

An  Act  for  the  assurance  of  Oie  Queen's  Majesty  a  royal  power 

over  all  estates  and  aubjeels  within  her  Highness  dominions. 

For  preservation  of  the  Queen's  moet  exceilent  Highness,  her 

heirs  and  successors,  and  the  dignity  of  the  imperial  cruwn  of  this 

realm  of  England,  and  for  avoiding  both  of  such  hurts,  perils, 

dishonours  and  inconveniences,  as  have  before-time  befallen,  as 

well  to  the  Queen's  Majesly'e  noble  progenitors,  kings  of  this     , 

realm,  as  for  the  whole  estate  thereof,  by  means  of  the  juris- 

\  diction  and  power  of  the  See  of  Rome,  unjustly  claimed  and 

I  usurped  within  this  realm  and  the  dominions  thereof,  and  also    j 

/  of  the  dangers  by  the  fautora  of  the  said  usurped  power,  at    j 

J   this  time  grown  to  marvelloue  outrage  and  licentious  boldness, 

and  now  requiring  more  eharp  restraint  and  correction  of  laws, 

than  hitherto  in  the  time  of  the  Queen's  Majesty's  most  inild 

and  merciful    reign   have  been  established :    Be  it  therefore 

enacted  A  .  That  if  any  person  dwelling  within  this  realm  .  .  , 

after  the  first  day  of  April,  which  shall  be  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  God  1563,  shall  by  writing  ,  .  .  pieaching  or  teaching, 

deed  or  act .  . .  maintain  or  defend  the  authority,  jurisdiction 

or  power   of  the   bishop   of  Bonie,  or  of  his  see,  heretofore 

claimed,  used  or  usurped  within  this  realm  ...  or  by  any 

speech,  open  deed  or  act,  advisedly  and  .wittingly  attribute  any 

such  manner  of  jurisdiction,  authority  or  preeminence  to  the 

said  see  of  Eome,  or  to  any  bishop  of  the  same  see  for  the  time 

being,  within  this  realm  .  ,  .  that  then  every  such  person  so 

doing,  their  abettors  [&c.]  . .  .  being  thereof  lawfully  indicted 

or  presented  within  one  year  next  after  any  such  offences  by 

him  committed,  an<l  being  lawfully  convicted  or  attainted  at 

any  time  after,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  for  every 

iuch  default  and  offence  shall  incur  into  the  .  ,  .  penalties  .  .  . 

provided  by  the  Statute  of  Provision  and  PiKinunire  made  in 

V    the  sixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  EJehai-d  the  Second '. 

'  J6E.II.S. 
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II.  [Justices  of  Assize,  and  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  their 
Quarter  Sessions,  to  inquire  of  such  offenceB,  and  certify  into 
King's  Bench.] 

III.  [Justices  of  the  King's  Bench  to  hear  and  deterniine 
such  offences.} 

IV.  And  moveover,  be  it  enacted.  That  as  well  all  manner 
of  persons  expressed  and  appointed  in  the  Act'  made  in  the 
first  year  of  the  Queen's  Majesty's  reign  that  now  is,  In- 
tituled, an  Act  restoring  to  the  crown  the  ancient  jurisdiction 
over  the  estate  ecclesiastical  and  spiritual,  and  aholishing 
all  foreign  powers  repugnant  to  the  same,  to  take  the  oath 
set  forth  in  the  same,  as  all  other  persons  which  have  taken 
or  shall  take  orders,  commonly  called  Ordines  Saaros  or  Eccle- 
siaatical  Orders,  [or]  have  been  or  shall  be  . .  .  admitted  to  any 
degree  of  learning  in  any  University  within  this  realm  .  .  .  and 
all  schoolmasters  and  public  and  private  teachers  of  children, 
as  also  all  manner  of  persons  tliat  have  taken  or  hereafter  shall 
take  any  degree  of  learning  in  the  Common  Laws  of  this  realm, 
as  well  utter-barristers  as  benchers  ...  in  any  house  of  court, 
and  all  piincipd  treasurers,  and  such  as  be  of  the  grand  com- 
pany in  every  Inn  of  Chancery,  and  all  attorneys,  protonotaries 
and  philizers  towards  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and  all  manner  of 
sheriffs,  escheators  and  feodaries,  and  all  other  persons  which 
.  . .  have  been  or  shall  be  admitted  to  any  niinisfi-y  or  office  in 
the  Common  Law  or  any  other  law,  .  .  .  and  all  other  officers  of 
any  court  whatsoever,  shall  take  a  corporal  oath  upon  the 
Evangelists,  before  they  shall  Ije  admitted  ...  to  take  upon 
them  to  .  ■ .  exercise  .  .  .  any  such  vocation,  office  [&c.]  as  is 
aforesHid  .  .  . 

V.  And  also  be  it  enacted.  That  evei-y  archbishop  and  bishop 
within  this  realm  shall  have  full  power,  by  virtue  of  this  Act, 
to  tender  the  oath  aforesaid,  to  every  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical 
person  within  their  proper  diocese,  as  well  in  places  and 
jurisdictions  exempt  as  elsewhere. 

VL  [The  Lord  Chancellor  may  issue  special  commissions  for 
tendering  the  oath  to  particular  persons.] 

YII.  And  be  it  also  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person 
compellable  by  this  Act  or  by  tlie  said  Act  made  in  the  said 
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first  year  to  take  the  said  oath  .  .  .  shall .  .  .  refuse  to  take 
the  said  oath  in  maoner  and  form  aforesaid,  that  then  the 
party  Bo  refusing,  and  being  thereof  lawfully  indicted  or  pre- 
sented within  one  year  next  after  any  such  refusal  and  con- 
victed or  attainted  at  any  time  after,  according  to  the  laws  of 
-  this  realm,  shall  suffer  the  peoaltiea  ordained  and  provided  by 

the  Statute  of  Provision  and  Prsemunire  aforesaid  .  . , 
.     ■  VIII.  [Such  refusal  to  be  certified  into  King's  Bench,  and 
'■'  the  offender  to  he  indicted  there.] 

Dt.  And  for  stronger  defence  and  maintenance  of  this  Act, 
it  is  further  enacted,  That  if  any  such  offender  as  is  aforesaid  of 
the  first  part  of  this  Statute  ....  after  such  conviction  and 
attainder  as  is  aforesaid,  do  eftsoons  commit  the  said  offences 
or  any  of  them  in  manner  aforesaid,  and  he  thereof  duly 
convicted  and  attainted  as  is  aforesaid ;  and  also,  that  if  any 
the  persons  appointed  by  this  Act  to  take  the  oath  aforesaid 
do,  after  the  space  of  three  months  next  after  the  first  tender 
thereof,  the  second  time  refuse  to  take  .  .  .  the  same  .  .  . ,  that 
then  every  such  offender  for  the  same  second  offence  shall 
.  .  .  suffer  the  same  pains  .  . .  and  execution  as  is  used  in  cates 
of  high  treason. 

XIII,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person  which 
hereafter  shall  be  elected  or  appointed  a  knight,  citizen  or 
burgess,  or  baron  for  any  of  the  five  ports,  for  any  Parliament 
hereafter  to  be  holden,  shall  from  henceforth,  before  he  shall 
enter  into  the  Parliament  House  or  have  any  voice  there,  openly 
receive  and  pronounee  the  said  oath  before  the  Lord  Steward  for 
the  time  being,  or  his  deputy  for  that  time  to  be  appointed  . .  . 

XIV.  Provided  always.  That  forasmuch  as  the  Queen's 
Majesty  is  otherwise  sufficiently  assured  of  the  faith  and  loyalty 
of  the  temporal  lords  of  Her  Highness'  Court  of  Parliament, 
therefore  this  Act  shall  not  extend  to  compel  any  temporal 
person,  of  or  above  the  degree  of  a  baron  of  this  realm,  to  take 
the  oath  ahovesaid  . . . 

5  Etiz.  Cap.  IH. 

An  Ad  for  tlie  rdief  of  the  Foot. 

I.  To  the  intent  th-at  idle  and  loitering  persons  and  valiant 

beggars  may  be  avoided,  and  the  impotent,  feeble  and  lame. 
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which  are  the  poor  in  ■  very  deed,  should  be  herenfter  re- 
lieved and  well  proTided  for :  he  it  eaacted  .  .  .  That  the 
Statute '  made  iu  the  twenty-second  year  of  the  late  King  of 
famous  memory,  Henry  the  Eighth,  and  also  the  Statute  '  made 
in  the  third  and  foarth  years  of  the  reign  of  tlie  famous  King 
Edward  the  Sixth,  conoeming  beggars,  va^bonds  and  idle 
persons  .  .  .  shall  stand  in  their  full  force  and  effect,  and  shall 
he  also  from  henceforth  justly  and  truly  put  in  execution  .  .  . 

II.  And  further  he  it  enacted,  That  yearly  npon  the  Sunday 
next  after  the  feast  day  of  the  M^ativity  of  St  John  Baptist, 
commonly  called  Midsummer  Day,  in  every  city,  borough  and 
town  corporate,  the  major,  bailiffs  or  other  head  officers  for  the 
time  being,  and  in  every  othet  parish  of  the  country  the 
parson,  vicar  or  curate  and  churchwardens  shall  have  written 
iu  a  register  ...  as  well  the  names  of  the  inhabitants  and 
householders  within  their  city  ...  or  parish,  as  also  the  names 
of  all  such  impotent,  aged  and  needy  persons  as  he  within  their 
city  ...  or  parish,  which  are  not  able  to  live  of  themselves  nor 
with  their  own  labour;  and  shall  openly  in  the  church  and 
quietly  after  divine  service  call  ■  the  said  householders  and 
inhabitanls  together,  among  whom  the  mayor  or  other  head 
officers  and  two  of  the  chief  inhabitants  in  every  such  city  [&c.] 
such  as  the  major  or  other  head  officers  shall  think  meet,  and 
the  parson,  vicar  or  curate  and  churchwardens  in  every  other 
parish,  shall  appoint  yearly  two  able  persons  or  more,  to  lie 
gatherers  and  collectors  of  the  charitable  alms  of  all  Ihe  residue 
of  the  people  inhabiting  in  the  parish  whereof  they  be  chosen 
collectors  for  the  relief  of  the  poor :  which  coUectora  the 
Sunday  next  after  their  election,  or  the  Simday  following,  if  need 
requii  e,  when  the  people  are  at  the  church  at  divine  service,  shall 
gently  ask  and  demand  of  every  man  and  woman  what  they  of 
their  charity  will  be  contented  to  give  weekly  towards  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  and  the  same  to  be  written  in  the  said  register  . .  , : 
and  the  said  gatherers  .  .  ,  shall  justly  gather  and  truly  dis- 
tribute the  same  charitable  alms  weekly  ...  to  the  said  poor 
and  impotent  persons  .  .  .  without  fraud,  covin,  favour  or  affec- 
tion, and  after  such  sort  that  the  more  impotent  may  have  the 
more  help,  and  such  as  can  get  part  of  their  living  to  have  the 
'  J!  H.  VIII.  la.  '  3  &  4  E.  VI.  i6. 
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les3,  and  ty  the  discretion  of  the  collectors  to  lie  put  in  Biich 
labour  as  they  be  fit  and  able  to  do,  but  noae  to  go  or  sit 
openly  a  bewginf  upon  pain  limited  in  the  aforesaid  statutes 
III  VI    [P      It  d    th     p  t     th   d  t 

ftl       \       ] 

VII  A  d  b      t  f    tl  t  d  T!    t  if  p  1 
hi     t     t    tl        th        h     t  bl           !«     d       b  t      t  ly       f 

bly  t  tow    d     th     h  Ip       d      1    f    f  th     p 

d    w  If  lly  d        rag      th      f  1      t  hi        d    d  th 

P  r^  d   1    n.hw     1         fth    p       h    h  1    dw  11  th 

h  11  th      g    tl        b    t  h       t  w    d    th        1    f    f  tl     p 

dfhwU      t      bp         ddth        p      th  t  ficat      f 

til  ttbhpfhd  daryfth 

pi  it       mblp        dry  hll        dflmt 

]  h  bj  h  t  bl  m  t  t  d  [1  ]  h  ty  t  th 
poor  ,  .  . ;  and  if  the  person  so  sent  for  .  , .  shul!  obstinately 
refuse  to  give  weekly  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  according  to  his 
abilities,  then  the  bishop  or  ordinary  of  the  diocese-.  , .  shall 
have  full  power ...  to  hind  the  said  obstinate  and  wilful  person 
so  refusing  unto  the  Queen  by  recognisance  .  .  .  with  condition 
that  the  said  obstinate  person  so  refusing  shall  personally 
appeal  before  the  justices  of  peace  of  the  county  .  .  .  if  it  be 
out  of  any  citj  [&e  ],  and  if  it  be  within  any  city  [&c.]  then 
befoie  the  mayors,  bailiffs  [&c.]  of  every  such  city  [&c.]  .  , . 
and  if  any  such  obstinate  person  shall  refuse  to  be  bound  as  is 
aforesaid  thit  then  the  said  bishop,  ordinary  [&c.]  .  .  .  shall 
have  aufhonty  .  .      to  commit  the   said  obstinate  person  to 

VIII  And  further  be  it  enacted,  That  the  said  justices  .  .  . 
th    n   jor  [&c.]  of  every  such  city  [&c,],  if  the  said  ob- 

t  cat  p  son  do  appear  before  them,  shall  charitably  and 
ntly  move  the  said  obstinate  person  to  extend  his  chanty 
f  w  1  th  relief  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  where  he  dwelleth ; 
and  f  h  .  will  not  be  persuaded  therein  . . .  that  then  it  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  said  justices  . . .  and  ...  for  the  mayor  [&c.) 
of  the  same  city  [&o,]  with  the  churchwardens  where  the  said 
obstinate  person  shall  inhabit,  or  one  of  them,  to  cees,  tax  and 
limit  upon  every  such  obstinate  person  so  refusing,  according 
to  their  good  discretions,  what  sum  the  said  obstinate  person 
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shall  pay  weekly  towards  the  relief  of  the  poor  .  .  . ;  and  if  the 
said  person  .  .  .  shall  refuse  to  pay  the  sum  that  shall  be  ,  .  , 
appointed,  then  the  said  Justices  of  Peace  ...  or  the  said 
mayor  f&c]  shall  have  full  power  ...  to  commit  the  said 
obstinate  person  ...  to  the  next  gaol . ,  . 

X,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  if  it  shall  chance  any  pariah 
to  have  in  it  more  poor  and  impotent  folks  .  ,  .  than  the  said 
parish  is  able  to  relieve,  that  then  in  every  such  parish  not 
standing  in  any  city  or  town  corporate  the  par'ion  and  two 
or  three  of  the  chief    nhab  tant  a  d  n       T     tj       t  wn 

corporate  the  mayor  h    f   ffice       f  th       m      ty         ad 

the  parson  .  ,  .  of  the  Ba  d  p  h  11  t  th  m  tw  three 
of  the  chief  parishion  h  11        t  fy       t     th    J    t 

of  Peace  of  the  county  th     n      le      nd  li  m        f  tl 

j*rpons  with  which  tljb  hagddp  h        t 

ficate  the  said  Justices    f  P  h  II  tl  n  "r    t  unt     u  h 

and  as  many  of  the  sa  1  p  f  Iks  a  by  th  d  t  tl  y 
sliall  think  good,  a  sufh     at  I  t  b      1 1    h  g 

the  charitable  alms  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  out  of  the 
said  parishes  ...  so  surcharged ;  in  which  licence  the  infirmity 
of  the  peraon,  the  places,  towns  and  parishes  to  which  such 
poor  folks  by  that  licence  be  licenced  to  resort,  shall  in  the  same 
licence  be  named  .  .  .  and  if  any  of  the  said,  poor  folks  so 
licenced  shall  transgress  the  limits  to  them  appointed  .  .  .  the 
party  so  transgressing  to  be  taken  for  a  valiant  beggar  and 
[lunished  according  to  the  Statute  made  in  the  said  twenty- 
second  year  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth  . ,  . 

XII.  And  be  it  also  enacted,  That  in  all  cities,  boroughs  and 
towns  corporate,  within  which  be  divers  pirishes  the  mayor 
and  head  ofiicers  .  . ,  shall  consider  the  state  and  abihty  of 
every  such  parish;  and  it  the  same  major  and  officers  shall 
understand  that  the  parishioners  of  any  one  of  the  said  panohea 
, .  .  have  no  poverty  among  them  or  be  able  sufficiently  to 
relieve  the  poverty  of  the  paiish  wheie  they  dwtll  and  also  to 
BUccour  poverty  elsewhere  iurther  that  then  the  sud  miyor 
and  officers,  with  the  a'^ient  of  two  of  the  most  hcnest  and 
Bubstantial  inhabitants  of  every  such  wealthy  parish  shall 
. .  .  persuade  the  parishioners  of  the  wealthier  parish  charitably 
to  contribute  somewhat .  . .  toward  the  weekly  relief  ...  of  the 
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poor  and  needy  within  the  other  parish  or  parishes  aforesaid 
where  need  is. 


An  Act  touching  divers  orders  for  artificers,  lalottrers,  servants 
of  husbandry  and  aiiprenticeg. 

I  Although  there  remain  m  foice  presentlj  a  grea.i  number 
of  statutes  concerning  apprentices  servants  and  lab  urerh 
as  well  in  hwibaBdry  as  m  di\ers  other  otcujati  us  jet 
partly  for  the  imjerfecti  n  and  contianetj  in  sundry  ot 
the  said  laws  and  for  the  vancty  and  number  ot  tl  em  and 
chiefly  for  that  the  wages  -ind  allowances,  limited  in  laanj  of 
the  said  statutes  ire  m  divers  jlaces  too  small  resi-ecting 
the  ad^^ncement  of  puces  the  said  Ivxa  cannot  con 
vementiy  without  the  ^eatest  grief  and  burlen  of  the  jwr 
lahoiter  and  hired  man  be  put  m  due  execution  and  as  the 
said  statutes  were  ib  the  time  of  the  making  of  then  thought 
to  be  very  good  and  beneficial  as  dneis  of  them  vet  are 
to  if  the  subitai  ee  of  as  mmy  of  the  said  laws  as  are  meet  to 
be  continued  shall  b"  dio^stpd  and  ledueed  into  one  sole  law 
and  m  the  same  in  unifoim  order  presctiled  theie  is  fjood 
hope  that  it  wil!  come  to  piss  that  the  same  law  being  duly 
executed  should  banish  idleness  ailvanca  husbandry  and  yield 
unto  the  hired  peison  both  m  the  time  of  S(,araty  and  in  the 
tune  of  plenty  a  convei  lent  proportion  of  wages  Ee  it  tl  erekre 
enacted  That  as  mich  of  tl  e  statutes  heretofoie  made  as 
concern  the  hiring  keejmjt  departing  woikin^  wages  r  older 
Lf  Ber\anta  worl  nan  ait  hee  s  apprentices  and  labourers 
flhaU  bu  frcjim  and  atter  the  last  day  of  September  1  ext  ensuing 
repealed 

II  No  jersoQ  attei  the  afoiesaid  last  daj  of^eptember 
shall  be  retained  hiiel  or  taken  into  seiMoe  to  work  for  any 
less  time  than  for  one  whole  year  in  any  of  the  sciences  or 
arts  of  olotl  lers  woollen  cloth  wea\eis  tuckeie  fullers  cloth 
workers  fckearmen  dyers  h  aiers  tailors  shoemakers  tanners 
lewterers  bakers  brewers  glovers  cutlen=  smiths  farriers 
cumeiB     sadlers     spunier'-     turneis    cajpeis     h  tmakers   or 
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feltmakera,    bowyera,    fletchers,    ari'owhead-makers,    butchers, 
cooks  or  millers. 

m.  Every  person  being  unmarried,  and  every  other  person 
being  under  the  age  of  tbirty  years  that  after  the  feast  of 
Easter  next  shall  marry,  and  having  been  brought  up  in  any  of 
the  said  arts  [&c.]  or  that  hath  exercised  ajiy  of  them  by  the 
space  of  three  yeai-s  or  more,  and  not  having  lands,  tenements 
[&o,]  copyhold  or  freehold  of  aa  estate  of  inheritance  or  for 
term  of  lives  of  tbe  clear  yearly  value  of  408.  aor  being  worth 
of  Ills  own  goods  the  clear  value  of  £10  .  .  .,  not  being  retained 
with  any  person  ifl  husbandry  or  in  any  of  the  aforesaid  arts 
.  .  .  nor  in  any  other  ait,  nor  in  household  or  in  any  offii* 
with  any  nobleman,  gentleman  or  others  .  ,  .,  nor  having  a 
convenient  faim  or  other  holding  in  tillage  whereupon  he  may 
employ  liis  labour,  shall  (during  the  time  that  he  shall  so  he 
unmarried  or  under  the  age  of  30  years),  upon  request  made  by 
any  person  using  the  art  or  mystery  wherein  the  said  person  so 
required  hath  been  exercised  as  is  aforesaid,  be  retained  and 
shall  not  refuse  to  serve  according  to  the  tenor  of  this  Statute 
upon  the  pain  and  penalty  hereafter  mentioned. 

IV.  No  person  which  shall  retain  any  servant  shall  put 
away  his  said  servant,  and  no  person  retaiiied  according  to  this 
Statute  shall  depart  from  iiis  master,  mistress  or  dame  before 
tlie  end  of  bis  term,  upon  the  pain  hereafter  mentioned,  unless 
it  be  for  some  reasonable  cause  to  be  allowed  before  two 
Justices  of  Peace  or  one  at  the  least  or  before  the  mayor  or 
othei'  chief  officer  of  the  city,  borough  or  town  corporate 
wherein  the  said  master  [&c.]  inhabifceth,  to  whom  any  of  the 
parties  grieved  shall  complain ;  which  said  justices  or  chief 
officer  shall  have  the  hearing  and  oi-dering  of  the  matter  between 
the  said  master  [&c.]  and  servant,  according  to  thie  equity  ol 
the  cause ;  and  no  such  master  [&c.]  shall  put  away  any  such 
servant  at  the  end  of  his  term  or  any  such  servant  depart  from 
bis  said  master  [&c.]  at  the  end  of  his  term  without  'one  quarter 
■warning  given  .  .  .  upon  the  pain  hereafter  ensuing, 

V.  Every  person  between  the  age  of  la  years  ajnd  the  age 
of  60  years  not  being  lawfully  retained  DOr  apprentice  with 
any  tisherman  or  mariner  haunting  the  seas,  not  being  in 
service  with  any  carrier  of  any  corn,  grain  or  meal  for  pro- 
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vision  of  tlie  city  of  London,  nor  with  any  husbandman  in 
husbandry,  nor  in  any  city  [&o.]  in  any  of  the  arts  ...  ap- 
pointed by  this  Statute  to  have  appi-enticea,  nor  being  retained 
...  for  the  digging  .  .  .  melting  ,  .  ,  making  of  any  silver  [or 
other  metals,  coal,  &c.],  nor  being  occupied  in  the  making  of 
any  glass,  nor  being  a  gentleman  born,  nor  being  a  student  or 
scholar  in  any  of  the  universities  or  in  any  school,  nor  having 
[lands  or  goods,  as  above,  §  3],  nor  having  a  father  or  mother 
then  living  or  other  ancestor  whose  heir  apparent  he  is  then 
Laving  lands  [&c.]  of  the  yearly  value  of  £10  or  above,  or 
goods  or  chattels  of  the  value  of  £40,  nor  being  a  necessary  or 
convenient  officer  or  servant  lawfully  retained  as  is  aforesaid,  nor 
having  a  cocvenient  farm  or  holding  ,  .  .  nor  being  otherwise 
lawfully  retained  according  to  the  true  meaning  of  this  Statute, 
shall .  • .  by  virtue  of  this  Statute  be  compelled  to  be  retained 
to  serve  in  husbandry  by  the  year  with  any  person  that  keepeth 
husbandry  and  will  require  any  such  person  so  to  serve. 

VI.  [Penalty  on  masters  unduly  dismissing  servants,  408. : 
on  servants  unduly  departing  or  refusing  to  serve,  imprison- 

VII.  ITone  of  tlie  said  retained  persons  in  husbandry  or  in 
any  of  the  arts  or  sciences  above  remembered,  after  the  time  of 
h  t  pdhUdptfrthof  one  city,  town  or 
p       h  t          tl  t    f  th         .  hundred  nor  out  of  the 

ty  wh        h     1    t      rv  d   t  'e  in  any  other  city  .  .  . 

ty        1       h    h  t    t  m     ial  under  the  seal  of  the 

d     ty         f  th  t  hi  tl    r  head  officer  and  of  two 

th      h        t  h       h  H  rs    f  th      ty,  town  or  parish  where  he 

It       ■vddl       gh      Iwfid  parture  .  .  .,  which  testi- 

mnillUbdl         d        t      the   said   servaut   and    also 

git      dlythp  fthj       h  where  such  master  [&c.] 

shall  dwell .  , . 

VIII.  [Penalty  on  a  servant  departing  without  such  testi- 
monial, imprisonment  or  wliipping ;  on  any  one  hiring  him,  £g,] 

IX.  All  artificers  and  labourers  being  hired  for  wages  by 
the  day  or  week  shall  betwixt  the  midst  of  the  months  of 
March  and  September  be  at  their  work  at  or  before  5  of  the 
clock  in  the  morning,  and  continue  at  work  until  betwixt 
7  and  8  of  the  clock  at  night,  except  it  be  in  the  time  of  break- 
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fast,  dinner  or  drinking,  the  which  times  at  the  most  shtil  not 
exceed  above  2^  hours  in  the  day  and  all  the  anil  artificers 
and  labourers  between  the  midst  of  'September  <uid  the  midfit 
of  March  shall  be  at  their  work  ftom  the  spr  ng  of  the  clay  m 
the  morning  until  the  night  ofthi  same  Av,  except  it  be  in 
time  afore  appointed  for  breikfast  and  dinner  u]  on  pi  n  to 
forfeit  one  penny  for  every  houi  a  absence  to  be  deducted  out  of 
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the  said  county  or  city  aa  they  shall  think  meet,  and  conferring 
together  respecting  the  plenty  or  scarcity  of  the  time  and  other 
circumstances  necessary  to  be  considered,  have  authority  within 
the  limits  of  their  several  commissions  to  rate  and  appoint  the 
wages  as  well  of  such  of  the  said  artificers  ...  or  any  other 
labourer,  servant  or  workman  whose  wages  in  time  past  hath 
been  by  any  law  rated  and  appointed,  as  also  the  wages  of  all 
other  labourers,  artificew  [&c.]  which  have  not  been  rated,  as 
they  sliall  think  meet  to  be  rated  f&c]  by  the  year  or  by  the 
day,  week,  month  or  otherwise,  with  meat  and  drink  or  without 
meat  and  drink,  and  what  wages  every  workman  or  labourer 
shall  take  by  the  great  for  mowing,  reaping  or  threshing  [and 
otlier  agricultural  employment]  and  ior  any  other  kind  of 
reasonable  labours  or  service,  and  shall  yearly  before  the  12th 
day  of  July  next  after  the  said  assessment  made  certify  the  same 
.  . .  with  the  considerations  and  causes  thereof  into  the  Court 
of  Chancery ;  whereupon  it  shall  be  lawiul  to  the  Lord  Chancellor 
of  England  [or]  Lord  Keeper  upon  declaration  thereof  to  tne 
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Queen's  Majesty  ...  or  to  the  Lords  and  others  of  the  Privy 
Council  to  cause  lo  be  printed  and  sent  doivn  before  the  1st  day 
of  Septemher  next  after  the  said  certificate  into  every  county 
.  ,  .  proclamations  containing  the  several  rates  appointed  ,  .  . 
with  commandment  ...  to  all  persons  ,  .  .  str'iitly  to  observe 
the  same,  and  to  all  Justices  [&c.]  to  see  the  same  duly  and 
severely  observed  .  .  . ;  upon  receipt  whei-eof  the  said  Sheriffs, 
Justices  [&c.]  shall  cause  the  same  proclamation  to  be  eotered 
of  record  .  . ,  and  shall  forthwith  in  open  martets  upon  the 
market  days  before  Michaelmas  then  ensuing  caufe  the  same 
pioclarndtion  to  be  proclaimed  .  .  .  and  to  he  fixed  in  some 
convenient  place  .  .  . :  and  if  the  said  sheriffs,  justices  [&o.] 
shall  at  their  said  general  sessions  or  at  any  time  after  within 
six  weeks  .  .  ,  think  it  convenient  to  retain  for  tie  year  then  to 
come  tlie  rates  of  wages  that  they  certified  the  year  before  or  to 
change  them  then  they  shall  belore  the  said  12th  day  of  July 
yearly  certify  into  the  said  Lourt  of  Chancery  their  resolutions, 
to  the  intent  that  pt  oclamations  may  accordingly  be  renewed 
and  sent  down  and  if  it  shall  happen  that  there  be  no  need  of 
any  alteration  then  the  proclamations  for   the  year  past 

shall  lemain  m  foiLC 

XII,  [Penaltj  on  Justices  absent  from  sessions  for  rating 
w^es,  £5.] 

XIII,  [Penalty  for  giving  wages  higher  than  the  rate,  ten 
days'  imprisonment  and  fine  of  £5  for  receiving  the  same, 
twenty-one  days  imprisonment  ] 

XIV,  [Penalty  on  ser\  ants  &.(,  assaulting  masters,  &c.,  one 
year's  imprisonment  ] 

XV,  Provided  that  in  the  time  of  hay  or  com  harvest  the 
Justices  of  Pe  ice  and  also  the  constable  or  other  head  officer  of 
every  township  upon  request  may  cause  all  such  artificers 
and  persons  as  be  meet  to  labour  ,  ,  ,  to  serve  by  the  day  for 
the  mowing  . ,  ,  or  inning  of  corn,  grain  and  hay,  and  that  none 
of  the  said  persons  shall  refuse  so  to  do,  upon  pain  to  suffer 
imprisonment  in  the  stocks  by  the  space  of  two  days  and  one 
night , .  , 

XVI,  [Proviso  for  persons  going  harvesting  into  other 
counties.] 

XVII,  Two  justices  of  peace,  the  mayor  or  other  head  officer 
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of  any  city  [&c,]  and  two  alderiaen  or  two  other  discreet 
burgesses  ...  if  there  be  no  aldermen  may  appoint  any  such 
woman  as  ia  of  the  age  of  12  )Par8  and  under  the  age  of  40 
years  and  unmarried  md  forth  of  aervite  to  be  retained  or 
serve  by  the  year  or  by  the  ■week  01  day  for  such  wages  and  in 
such  reasonable  sort  as  thej  "ibill  think  meet  and  if  any  such 
woman  shall  refuse  so  to  oerre  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
said  justices  [&c.]  fo  commit  such  woman  to  ward  until  she  shall 
be  bounden  to  serve  as  ifoiea&id 

XVIII.  And  for  the  better  ad\ancement  of  Iiusbandry  and 
tillage  and  to  the  intent  tbit  such  a^  ■Me  fit  to  be  made 
apprentices  to  husbandry  may  be  bounden  thereunto  . .  ,  every 
pereon  being  a  householder  and  h  tving  half  a  ploughland  at  the 
least  in  tiDage  may  receive  as  in  appieiitice  any  person  above 
the  age  of  10  years  and  undei  tl  e  age  of  18  years  to  serve  in 
husbandry  until  his  age  of  2  jea  t  th  1  t  tl  th 
age  of  24  years  as  the  parties 

XIX.  Every  person  being  1  h  Id  d  4  j  Id 
at  the  least,  dwelling  in  any  c  ty       t  w          po    t        d 

ing  any  art,  mystery  or  maau  1         p  t        th       m  y  aft      ti 
feast  of  St  John  Baptist  nest     m  t        th  f      y 

freeman  not  occupying  husb     d  7  be    g        1  b  1 

inhabiting  in  the  same  or  in  a  j     tl         ty       t  w  P      * 

to  be  bound  as  an  apprentice  ft  th  t  m  d  d  t  th 
city  of  London  for  7  years  at  th    1      t  tl     t  f       1 

apprentice  do  not  expire  afor  h  j[  t  1  dl  be  f  th 
age  of  24  years  at  the  least. 

XX.  Provided  that  it  shsU       t  b     1  wf  !  t         y  p 
dwelling  in  any  city  or  tow  p  rat  y      y    f  th 
mysteries  or  crafts  of  a  me    httffikng      t  jt 
beyond  the  sea,    mercer,  diape      g  Id  m  th           m     g         m 
broiderer  or  clothier  that  dotl  ptltltmk           d     It 
take  any  apprentice  or  servant  tbiut      tlm      yftl 
arts  [&c.]  which  they  exercise          pt       h             f        PP      f 
be  his  son,  or  else  that  the  father  or  mother  of  such  apprentice 
or  servant  shall  have  . . .  lands,  tenements    [&c.]  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  of  40^.  of  one  estate  of  inheritance  or  freehold  at 
the  least  .  .  . 

XXI.  From  and  after  the  Eaid  feast  of  St  John  the  Baptist 
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nest,  it  Bliall  be  lawful  to  every  person  being 
and  34  years  old  at  the  least  and  not  occupying  husbandry  nor 
being  a  labourer  dwelling  in  any  town  not  being  incorporat* 
that  is  a  market  town  , ,  .  and  exercising  any  art,  mystery  or 
manual  occupation  ...  to  baye  in  like  manner  to  apprentices 
the  children  of  any  other  artificer  not  occupying  husbanilry  nor 
being  a  labourer,  which  shall  inhabit  in  the  same  or  in  any 
other  such  market  town  within  the  same  shire,  to  serve  as 
apprentices  as  is  aforesaid  to  any  such  art  [&c.j  as  hath  been 
usually  exercised  in  any  such  market  town  where  such  ap- 
prentice shall  he  hound. 

XXII.  Provided  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  any  person 
dwelling  in  any  such  market  town  exercising  the  art  of  a 
merchant  trafficking  into  the  parts  beyond  the  seas,  mercer 
[&c.  as  above,  §  XX]  to  take  any  apprentice  or  in  any  wise  to 
instruct  any  person  in  the  arts  [&c.]  last  before  recited,  after 
the  feast  of  St  John  Baptist  aforesaid,  except  such  servant  or 
apprentice  shall  be  his  son,  or  else  that  the  father  or  mother  of 
euch  apprent        h  11 1        1     d    [&   ]    f  th      1  Ij      1 

of  £3of  one     {  t      t     1      t  f     h  Id    t  th    1      t 

XXm.  Fr  m      d     ft      tl  d  f     t    t    h  11  b    1     f  1 1 

fc    f       m  th  wh    1      ght  pi       h 
gl  il     te  w 

kl  y       1 1        It      1     ly      1 1 
p       mil  th      1   tt 
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th  t  h  1     gl      wh 
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and  none  oth        1  th  f 
burner  of  ore      d        d 
he  shall  dwell  t    1 
albeit  the  fath  t 
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having  served  as  an  apprentice  will  become  a  journeyman  or  be 
hired  by  tie  year ;  upon  pain  that  every  person  willingly 
offending  shall  forfeit  for  every  default  40s.  for  every  month. 

XXV.  Provideii  that  no  person  esercising  the  art  of  a  woollen 
cloth  weaver,  other  than  such  as  he  inhabiting  within  the 
counties  of  Cumberland,  "Westmoreland,  Lancaster  and  Wales, 
weaving  friezes,  cottons  or  housewives'  cloth  only,  mailing  and 
weaving  woollen  cloth  commonly  sold  by  any  clothier,  shall  have 
any  apprentice  or  shall  instruct  any  person  in  the  science  of 
weaving  aforesaid  in  any  place  (cities,  towns  corporate  and 
market  towns  only  except),  unless  such  person  he  his  eon,  or 
else  that  the  father  or  mother  of  such  apprentice  or  servant 
shall .  . .  Lave  lands  [Sc]  to  the  clear  yearly  value  of  £3  of  an 
estate  of  inheritance  or  freehold  .  . .  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of 
20s.  for  every  month  .  .  . 

XXVI,  Every  person  that  shall  have  three  apprentices  in 
any  of  the  said  crafts  of  a  cloth  maker,  fuller,  shearman,  weaver, 
tailor  or  shoemaker  shall  keep  one  journeyman,  and  for  every 
other  apprentice  above  the  number  of  the  said  three  apprentices 
oue  other  journeyman,  upon  pain  of  every  default  therein  £10. 

XXVn,  [Proviso  for  worsted- makers  of  Norwicli.] 
XXVm.  If  any  petson  shall  be  required  by  any  householder 
having  half  a  ploughlacd  at  the  least  in  tillage  to  be  an 
apprentice  and  to  serve  in  husbai'dry  or  in  any  other  kind  of 
art  before  expressed  and  shall  refuse  so  to  do,  then  upon  the 
complaint  of  such  housekeeper  made  to  one  Justice  of  Peace  of 
the  county  wherein  the  said  refusal  is  made,  or  of  such  house- 
holder inhabiting  in  any  city,  town  corporate,  or  market  town 
to  the  mayor,  bailiffs  or  head  officer  of  the  said  city  [&o.]  , . , 
they  shall  have  full  power  to  send  for  the  same  person  so 
refusing ;  and  if  the  said  Justice  or  head  officer  shall  think  the 
said  i)erson  meet  to  serve  as  an  apprentice  in  that  art  -  .  .  the 
said  Justice  or  head  officer  shall  have  power  .  .  ,  to  commit  him 
unto  ward,  there  to  remain  until  lie  will  be  bounden  t»  serve  .  . . 
and  if  any  such  master  shall  evil  entreat  his  apprentice  .  .  . 
or  the  apprentice  do  not  his  duty  to  his  master,  then  the  said 
master  or  apprentice  being  grieved  shall  repair  unto  one  Justice 
of  Peace  within  the  said  county  or  to  the  head  officer  of  the 
place  where  the  said  master  dwelleth,  who  shall  .  -  .  take  such 
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order  and  direction  between  the  said  master  and  Ha  apprentice  as 
the  equity  of  the  case  shall  require ;  and  if  for  want  of  good 
conformity  in  the  said  master  the  said  Justice  or  head  officer 
cauoot  compound  the  matter  between  him  and  his  apprentice, 
then  the  said  Justice  or  head  officer  shall  take  bond  of  the  eaid 
master  to  appear  at  the  next  sessions  then  to  be  holden  in  the 
said  county  or  within  the  said  city  [&c.]  .  .  .  and  upon  his  appear- 
ance and  hearing  of  the  matter  ...  if  it  be  thought  meet  unto 
them  to  diecbarge  the  said  apprentice,  then  the  said  Justices 
or  four  of  them  at  the  least,  whereof  one  to  be  of  the  quorum, 
or  the  said  head  officer,  with  t!ie  coneent  of  three  other  of  his 
brethren  or  men  of  best  reputatioa  within  the  said  city  [&c.], 
shall  have  power  ...  to  pronounce  that  they  have  discharged 
the  said  apprentice  of  his  apprenticehood  .  .  . :  and  if  the 
default  shall  be  found  to  be  in  the  apprentice,  then  the  said 
Justices  or  head  officer,  with  the  assistants  aforesaiil,  shall  cause 
such  due  punishment  to  be  ministered  unto  him  as  by  their 
wisdom  and  discretions  shall  be  thought  meet. 

XXIX.  Provided  that  no  person  shall  by  force  of  this  Statute 
be  bounden  to  enter  into  any  apprenticeship  other  than  such  as 
be  under  the  age  of  a  i  years. 

XXX.  And  to  the  end  that  this  Statute  may  from  time  to 
time  be  .  .  .  put  in  good  execution  ...  be  it  enacted.  That  the 
Justices  of  Peace  of  every  county,  dividing  themselves  into 
several  limits,  and  likewise  every  mayor  or  head  officer  of  any 
city  or  town  corporate,  shall  yearly  between  the  feast  of 
St  Michael  the  Archangel  and  the  Nativity  of  our  Lord,  and 
between  the  feast  of  the  Annunciation  of  our  Lady  and  the 
feast  of  the  nativity  of  St  John  Baptist  , . ,  make  a  special  and 
diligent  inquiry  of  the  branches  and  articles  of  this  Statute  and 
of  the  good  execution  of  the  same,  and  where  they  shall  find  any 
defaults  to  see  the  same  severely  corrected  and  punished  without 
favour  ...  or  displeasure. 

XXXI.  .  ,  .  Every,  Justice  of  Peace,  mayor,  or  head  officer,  for 
every  day  that  he  shall  sit  in  the  execution  of  this  Statute,  shall 
have  allowed  unto  him  5*.  to  be  paid  ...  of  the  fines  [&c]  due 
by  force  of  this  Statute  .  . . 

XXXII.  [Procedure  for  recovery  of  penalties.] 

XXXIII.  Provided  always  that  this  Act  shnll  not  be  prejudi- 
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cial  to  tbe  cities  of  London  and  Norwicli,  or  to  tlie  lawful 
Hbertiea  [&c.]  of  the  same  eities  for  the  having  of  npprtntices. 

XXXIV.  [Contriuits  of  apprenticeship  contrary  to  this  Act  to 
be  void,  and  a  jwnalty  of  £10.] 

XXXV.  [Contracts  of  apprenticeship  to  hold  good  thougli 
made  while  tbe  apprentice  is  under  age.] 

5  Eliz.  Cap.  XXIX. 
An  Act  for  tlte  Confirmation  of  a  Subsidy  granted  by  the  Clergy. 

I.  Where  tbe  prelates  and  clergy  of  the  province  of  Canterbury 
have  mcit  lovingly  and  liberally,  for  certain  considerations, 
given  and  granted  to  the  Queen  s  Majesty  a  subsidy  of  6s  of 
the  pound,  to  be  t^lten  and  levied  of  all  ind  singular  tbe 
spiritual  promotions  within  the  same  piovmce  during  tbe  teroi 
ot  three  years  now  next  ensuing,  m  such  certain  manner  md 
loiin,  and  with  such  esceptiona  and  proMsiouH,  as  be  specified 
and  contained  m  a  certaio  instrument  by  them  thereof  made 
and  delivered  to  the  Queen  a  Highness  .  which  instrument 
IS  now  exhibited  m  this  preaent  Pailiament  to  be  ratified ,  tbe 
tenor  whereof  ensueth  m  these  words 

The  prelates  and  clergy  of  tbe  province  of  Canterbury,  being 
lawfully  congregated  and  assembled  together  in  3  Convocation 
or  Synod,  calling  to  their  remembrance  the  great  and  manifold 
benefits  which  they  have  many  and  sundry  ways  received  of 
your  Majesty's  most  gracious  bountifulness,  principally  for  the 
setting  forth  and  advancing  of  God's  hoJy  Word,  his  sincere  and 
true  religion,  and  abolishing  all  foreign  power  contrary  to  the 
same, .  .  .  have  given  and  granted,  and  by  these  presents  do 
give  and  grant,  to  your  Highness,  your  heirs  and  successors, 
one  subsidy  in  manner  and  form  following,  that  is  to  say  ;  that 
every  archbishop,  bishop,  dean,  archdeacon,  prebendary,  provost, 
master  of  college,  master  of  hospitals,  parson,  vicar,  and  every 
other  parson  of  whatsoever  name  or  degree  he  be,  enjoying  any 
spiritual  promotion  or  other  temporal  possessions  to  the  same 
spiritual  promotion  annexed  .  ,  .  shnll  pay  to  your  Highness, 
your  heirs  and  successors,  for  every  pound  that  he  may  yearly 
dispend  by  reason  of  the  said  spiritual  pivimotion,  the  sum 
of  6s. ;  and  for  the  true  and  certain  value  of  tbe  said  promo- 
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tioDS  . .  .  tie  valuation  remaining  of  record  in  yoiir  Majesty's 
Court  of  Exchequer,  for  the  true  payment  of  the  perpetual 
disme  .  .  .  shall  be  followed  .  .  . ;  provided  always  that,  foras- 
mucli  as  the  tenth  part  of  the  said  valuation  and  rate  before 
mentioned  is  yearly  paid  to  your  Highness  for  the  perpetual 
disme,  so  as  there  remaineth  only  nine  parts  to  the  incumbent 
clear,  this  subsidy  of  6s.  the  pound  shall  be  understanded  only 
of  the  same  nine  parts  and  of  no  more :  provided  always,  that 
no  parson  that  is  already  promoted  to  any  spiritual  benefice  or 
promotion  since  the  last  day  of  September  last  past,  or  that 
hereafter  shall  be  promoted  to  any  spiritual  benefice  or  promo- 
tion on  this  side  the  last  day  of  September  1565,  by  i-eason 
whereof  they  may  be  charged  to  the  payment  of  the  first  fruita, 
shall  be  charged  . . .  with  any  part  of  this  subsidy  during  the  first 
year  of  his  said  promotion ;  and  your  said  prelates  and  clergy 
also  do  grant  that  this  subsidy  of  63.  the  pound  .  .  .  shall  be  paid 
to  your  Majesty,  your  heirs  or  successors,  within  three  years 
next  ensuing  the  date  hereof,  that  is  to  say,  as.  of  every  pound 
itt  every  of  the  said  three  years  .  .  .  ;  and  to  be  delivered  and 
paid  yearly  by  such  person  and  persons  as  ia  this  present  grant 
shall  be  appointed  to  have  the  collection  thereof  to  the  Lord 
High  Treasurer  or  Under-Treasurer  of  England  for  the  time 
being,  or  to  such  person  or  persona  and  in  such  place  or  places 
as  it  shall  please  your  Higlmess  to  appoint  .  .  . 

Item,  We  your  said  Grace's  prelates  and  clergy  also  do  grant, 
that  everypriest  aad  all  other  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical  persons, 
having  any  pension  by  reason  of  the  dissolution  of  any  the  late 
monasteries,  ...  or  of  any  other  spiritual  dignity  or  corporation 
now  dissolved  witliin  the  said  province  of  Canterbury,  shall 
likewise  pay  to  your  Highness,  your  heirs  and  successors,  6s. 
of  every  pound  of  the  said  pensions  within  the  said  three  years, 
.  .  .  Item,  Your  said  prelates  and  clergy  further  do  grant  that 
every  archbishop  and  bishop,  and  the  see  being  void  every  Dean 
and  Chapter  of  that  see  void,  shall  be  coUectors  of  this  subsidy 
within  their  proper  diocese  during  the  said  three  years,  other 
than  of  the  pensioners  aforesaid ; .  .  .  and  6d,.  of  every  pound 
wherewith  the  collector  shall  be  charged  in  his  account, .  .  . 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  said  collector  for  his  said  account  for  the 
same,  for  the  charges  and  collection  ...  of  the  said  subsidy : , . . 
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provided  always,  that  every  incumbent  mating  such  default  of 
payment  .  .  ,  shall  forfeit  antt  lose  only  that  his  heiiefice  or  pro- 
njotion  for  which  he  maketli  default  .  .  .  r  provided  always  that 
no  spiritual  promotion  or  any  lands,  poaseBsions  or  revenues 
annexed  to  the  same,  ...  or  any  goods  or  chattels  growing  of 
the  same  or  appertaining  to  the  owners  of  the  said  spiritual 
promotion  shall  be  made  contributory  to  any  fifteen  or  tenth  or 
any  other  subsidy  already  granted  to  your  Highness  by  tlie 
iaity  or  hereafter  to  be  granted  during  the  term  of  the  said 
three  years :  .  .  ,  provided  always,  that  all  parsons  and  vicars 
whose  benefices  be  of  tlie  valuation  of  ^g  or  under  .  .  .  shall 
not  he  charged  with  this  subsidy ;  provided  also  that  every 
priest  and  all  other  late  ecclesiastical  ]ierson8,  having  a  pension 
by  reason  of  the  dissolution  of  the  late  monasteries  ...  or  any 
other  incorporations  within  the  province  of  Canterbury,  and 
being  of  the  sum  of  40s.  or  under,  shall  not  be  charged  to  this 
said  subsidy,  .  .  . :  and  for  the  tme  and  sure  payment  of  this 
subsidy  .  .  .  your  said  prelates  and  clergy  most  humbly  desire 
your  Highness  that  this  their  said  gift .  .  .  may  be  ratified  by 
authority  of  this  your  Highness'  court  of  Parliament. 

"Wherefore  for  the  true  and  sure  payment  of  the  said  subsidy 
...  be  it  enacted  by  the  Queen's  Majesty  with  the  at^f^nt  of  the 
Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  and  the  Commons  in  this  present 
parliament  assembled  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That 
the  said  gift  and  grant .  .  .  may  he  ratified,  established  and  con- 
firmed by  the  authority  aforesaid, 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tliat  all  grants  of  all  sums 
of  money  which  hereafter  shall  be  granted  to  the  Queen's 
Majesty  hy  the  clergy  of  the  province  of  York  shall  he  of  the 
same  effect  as  the  said  grant  made  by  the  said  province  of 
Canterbury ;  and  shall  be  taxed  . ,  .  and  paid  accoi-ding  to  the 
tenor  of  the  present  Act  of  Parliament,  . . 
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Second  Parliament:    Second  Session. 

Sept.  30, 1666— Jan.  2, 1667. 

8  Eliz.  Cap.  IV. 
An  Act  to  take  away  the  Benefit  of  Clergy  from  certain  felonious 
Offenders. 
Where  a  certain  kind  of  evil-disposed  persons,  commonly 
called  cut-purses,  or  pick-purses,  but  indeed  by  the  laws  of  this 
laud  very  lelons  and  tliieves,  do  confeder  together,  making  among 
themselves,  as  it  were,  a  brotherhood  or  ftaternity  of  an  art  or 
mystery  to  live  idly  by  the  secret  spoil  of  the  good  and  true 
subjects  of  this  realm.  ...  Be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  no 
persoB  which  hereafter  shall  happen  to  be  indicted  or  appealed 
for  felonious  taking  of  any  money,  goods,  or  chattels  from  the 
pereon  of  any  other  . .  .  and  thereupon  found  guilty  by  verdict 
of  twelve  men  .  .  .  shall  from  henceforth  be  admitted  to  have 
the  benefit  of  his  clergy,  but  ,  .  .  slisll  suffer  death  in  such 
manner  and  form,  as  they  should  if  they  were  no  clerks  . . . 


Third  Parliament. 

April  2— May  29,"i571. 


.  13  Eliz.  Cap.  I. 
L  An  Act  whereby  certain  offences  he  made  treason. 
I.  Forasmuch  as  it  is  of  some  doubted,  whether  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  this  realm,  remaining  at  this  jiresent  in  force  are 
vajlable  and  sufficient  enough  for  the  surety  and  preservation 
of  tlie  Queen's  most  royal  personf  in  whom  condsteth  all  the 
happiness  and  comfort  of  the  whole  state  and  subjects  of  the 
realm,  .  I  .  be  it  enacted.  That  if  any  person  at  any  time 
after  the  last  day  of  June  nest  .  ,  .  compass  ,  .  ,  the  death 
or  destruction  or  any  bodily  haim  tending  to  death,  destruction, 
maim  or  wounding  of  .  .  .  our  Sovereign  Lady  Queen  Elizabeth  ; 
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^  or  to  deprive  or  depose  her  of  tlie  style,  honour  or  kingly  name 
of  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm,  or  of  any  other  realm  or 
dominion  to  her  Majesty  belonging;    or  to  levy  war  against 

~. her  Majesty  within  this  realm  or  without;  or  to  move  any 
foreigners  with  force  to  invade  this  realm  or  the  realm  of 
Ireland  or  any  other  her  Majesty's  dominions  .  .  . ,  and  such 

"-"compasses . . .  shall . . .  expressly  utter  or  declare  hy  any  printing, 
writing  ...  or  sayings ;  or  if  any  person  .  .  .  shall  .  .  .  say  .  . . 
that  our  said  Sovereign  Lady  Queen  Elizaheth,  during  her  life  is 
not  or  ought  not  to  be  Queen  of  this  realm  of  England  and  also 
of  the  realms  of  i'rance  and  Ireland ;  or  that  any  other  pei-son 
ought  of  rigli  t  to  be  king  or  queen  of  the  said  realms  . . .  during 
her  Majesty's  life ;  or  shall  by  writing,  printing,  ...  or  sayings 
,  .  .  affirm  that  the  Queen  ...  is  an  heretic,  schismatic,  tyrant, 
infi<lel  or  an  nsurper  of  the  crown  . . .  that.then  aU.  such  offences 
BhaJUbajietmed  . .  .-ts^e_blgh  treason ;  and  that  aa  well  the 
principal  offender  or  offenders  therein  as  all  and  every  the 
abettors  .  .  . ,  being  thereof  lawfully  .  ,  .  convicted  and  attainted 
according  to  the  usual  order  of  the  common  laws  of  this  realm 
or  according  to  the  Act  ^  made  in  the  35th  year  of  the  reign  of/ 
the  late  king  .  .  ,  Henry  the  Eighth  .  .  .  entitled  an  Act  con> 
corning  the  trial  of  treasons  [&c.]  .  .  . ,  shall  be  deemed  traitors 
to  the  Queen  and  the  realm,  and  shall  suffer  pains  of  death  and 
also  forfeit  unto  tlie  Queen's  Majesty,  her  heirs  and  successors, 
all  lands  .  .  .  goods  snd  chattels,  as  in  eases  of  high  ti-eason  .  . . 
ought  to  be  forfeited  and  lost. 

II.  And  be  it  also  enacted,  That  every  person  .  .  .  which 
shall  after  the  end  of  thirty  days  nest  after  the  last  day  of  this 
present  session  of  this  parliament,  at  any  time  in  the  life  of 
our  Sovereign  Lady  Queen  Elizaheth,  in  any  wise  claim  ...  to 
have  right  or  title  to  . .  .  the  crown  of  England  during  the  life 
of  our  said  Sovereign  Lady ;  or  shall  usurp  the  same  crown  or 

"^i/the  royal  style,  title  or  dignity  ...  in  the  life  of  our  said 
Sovereign  Lady ;  or  shall  affirm  that  our  said  Sovereign  Lady 

Vhath  not  right  to  hold  the  said  crown  [&c.]  ;  or  shall  not  after 
any  demand  on  our  said  Sovereign  Lady's  part . .  .  acknowledge 
our  Siiid  Sovereign  Lady  to  be  .  .  .  lawful  Queen  of  this  realm; 
they  and  every  of  them  so  offending  shall  be  utterly 
'  35  H.  VIII.  I. 
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tfl  kive  ...  the  crown  or  realm  of  England  .  . .  ii 
inheritance  or  otherwise  after  the  decease  of  our  said  Sovereiga 
Lady,  as  if  such  person  were  naturally  dead  ;  .  .  . 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  persoD  shall 
during  the  Queen's  Mnjesty's  life  in  anywise  affirm  or  taainfain 
any  right  ...  in  succession  or  inheritance  to  the  crown  of 
England  after  our  said  Sovereign  Lady  the  Qoeen  to  be  lawfully 
due  unto  any  such  claimer,  pretender ...  or  not  acknowledger,  so 
that  the  Queen  shall  by  proclamation  .  .  .  notify  or  declare  such 
claiming  ...  or  not  acknowledging,  then  every  person  which 
after  such  proclamation  shall ,  .  .  af&i-m  any  right  ia  succession 
...  to  be  in  any  such  claimer  [&c.]  shall  be  a  higli  traitor  and 
aaffer  and  forfeit  as  in  cases  of  high  treason  is  accustomed. 

jjy.  And  be  it  furtiier  enacted.  That  if  any  person  shall  affirm  • 
or  maintain  that  the  common  laws  of  this  realm  not  altered  by ' 
Parliament  ought  not  to  direct  the  right  of  the  crown  of  Eng-  , 
land,  or  that  our  said  Sovereign  Lady  Elizabeth  .  .  .,  with  and  ^ 
by  the  authority  of  the  Parliament  of  England,  is  not  able  to   | 
make  laws  and  statutes  of  sufficient  force  and  validity  to  limit  ' 
and  bind  the  crown  of  this  realm  and  the  descent  .  .  .  thereof, 
or  that  this  present  statute  or  any  other  statute  to  he  made  by 
j      the  authority  of  the  Parliament  of  England  with  the  royal 
\     assent ,  ,  .  f or  limiting  of  the  crown,  or  any  statute  for  reeog-    ■< 
\     nizing  the  right  of  the  said  crown  and  realm  to  be  justly  and    ', 
i     lawfully  in  ,  .  .  our  said  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen,  is  not ...    | 
I     of  good  and  sufficient  force  .  .  .  ;  every  such  person  so  affirmiug 
J    during  the  life  of  the  Queen's  Majesty  shall  be  judged  a  high    \ 
\    traitor  and  suffer  and  forfeit  as   in  cases  of  high  treason  is   i 
I   accustomed ; . . . 

V,  And  for  the  avoiding  of  contentions  and  seditions, 
spreading  abroad  of  titles  to  the  succession  of  the  crown  of 
this  realm  ...  be  it  enacted.  That  whosoever  shall  hereafter 
during  the  life  of  our  said  Sovereign  Lady,  by  any  book  or 
work  printed  or  written  .  .  .  affirm  at  any  time  before  the  same 
he  by  Act  of  Parliament  of  this  realm  established,  . .  .  that  any 
person  is  or  ought  to  be  the  right  heir  and  successor  to  the 
Queen's  Majesty  .  .  ,  except  the  same  he  the  natural  issue  of 
her  Majesty's  body,  or  shall  .  .  .  publish  .  ,  .  any  books  or  scrolls 
to  that  effect,  . . ,  that  he,  their  abettors  [&c.]  shall  for  the  first 
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offence  suffer  imprisoDment  of  one  whole  year  and  forfeit  half 
his  goods,  whereof  tlie  one  moiety  to  the  Queen's  Majesty,  the 
other  moiety  to  him  or  them  tliat  will  sue  lor  the  same  ...  in 
any  of  the  Queen's  Majesty's  courts;  .  .  .  and  if  any  shall 
eftscoiis  offend  therein,  then  they  and  their  abettors  [&c.]  shall 
incur  the  pains  and  forfeitures  which  in  the  Statute  of  Provision 
or  Prffiniunire  are  appointed  and  limited. 

VI.  Provided  alway ;  That  if  it  sball  happen  hereafter  any 
peer  of  this  realm  to  be  indicted  of  any  offence  made  treason  by 
this  Act,  he  shall  hiive  his  trial  by  liis  peers,  as  in  other  cases  of 
treason  is  accustomed. 

VIII.  Provided  also  .  . .  That  no  person  shall  in  any  wise  be 
arraigned  for  any  of  the  offences  mentioneil  in  this  Act  to  be 
committed  within  any  the  Queen's  dominions,  unless  the  offender 
be  thereof  there  indicted  within  six  mouths  next  after  the  same 
offence  committed ;  . .  .  and  that  no  person  shall  in  any  wise  be 
arraignedfor  any  tbe  offences  mentioned  in  thisactto  be  committed 
out  of  any  the  Queen's  dominions,  unless  the  offender  be  thereof 
indicted  within  one  year  next  after  the  same  offence  committed  , . . 

IX.  Provided  also  .  .  ,  That  no  person  shall  be  hereafter 
arraigned  for  any  offence  mentioned  in  this  Act,  unless  the  same 
offence  be  proved  by  the  .  .  .  oath  of  two  lawful  and  sufficient 
witnesses ;  which  said  witnesses  shall,  at  the  time  of  the 
arraignment  of  such  person  so  offending,  be  brought  forth  in 
person  before  the  party  so  arraigned  face  to  face,  and  there 
shall  avow  and  openly  declare  all  they  can  say  against  the  party 
so  ariaigned,  unless  the  said  party  arraigned  shall  willingly 
without  violence  confess  the  same  ,  .  . 

.^^3  Eliz.  Cap.  IL 

An  Act  against  tlie  bringing  in  and  putting  in  execution  of  Stills 
and  other  instntmenls  from  tlie  gee  of  Rome. 

Where  in  the  parliament  holden  at  Westminster,  in  the  fifth 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen's  Majesty 
that  now  is.  by  one  Act'  and  Statute  then  and  there  made, 
intituled.  An  Act  for  the  assurance  of  the  Queen's  Majesty's 
Boyal  Power  |  &c.]  it  is  among  othar-. things  very  well  ordained 
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and  provided,  for  the  abolishing  of  the  usurped  power  anil 
,  jurisdiction  of  the  Bishop  of  Eome  . . .  Thai  no  person  shall  .  . . 
maintain,  defend,  or  extol  the  same  usurped  power,  or  attribute 
any  manner  jurisdiction,  authority  or  preeminence  to  the  sanis 
to  be  used  withio  this  realm  .  .  .^upon  pain  to  incur  the 
penalties  proTided  by  the  Statute  of  Provision  and  Prsemii- 
nire  ,  i . :  and  yet  nevertheless,  divers  seditious  and  vei-y  evil- 
disposed  people  .  .  .  minding,  as  it  should  seem,  very  seditiously 
and  unnaturally  not  only  to  bring  this  realm  and  the  imperial 
crown  thereof  (being  in  very  deed  of  itself  most  free)  into  the 
thraldom  and  subjection  of  that  foreign,  usurped,  and  unlawful 
juriEdictiou  [&c.]  claimed  by  the  said  see  of  Eome ;  but  also  to 
estrange  and  alienate  the  minds  and  hearts  of  sundry  her 
Majesty's  subject*  from  their  dutiful  obedience,  and  to  raise  and 
*  stir  sedition  and  rebellion  within  this  realm  .  .  .  have  lately 
procured  and  obtained  to  themselves  from  the  said  Bishop  of 
Eome  and  his  said  see,  diveis  halls  and  writings,  the  effect 
whereof  hath  been  and  is  to  absolve  and  reconcile  all  those  that 
will  be  contented  to  forsake  their  due  obedience  to  our  most 
gracious  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen's  Majesty,  and  to  yield  and 
subject  tliemselves  to  the  said  feigned,  unlawful  and  usurped 
authority ;  and  by  colour  of  the  said  bulls  and  writings,  the 
said  wicked  persons  very  secretly  and  most  seditiously,  in  such 
parts  of  this  realm  whei'e  the  people  for  want  of  good  instruction 
are  most  weat,  simple  and  ignorant,  and  thereby  farthest  from 
.  the  good  understanding  of  their  duties  toivaids  God  anil  the 
Queen's  Majesty,  have  hy  their  lewd  and  subtle  practices  and 
persuasions,  so  far  forth  wrought,  that  sundiy  simple  and 
ignorant  persons  have  been  contented  to  be  reconciled  to  the 
said  usurped  authority  of  the  see  of  Eome,  and  to  take  absolntion 
at  the  hands  of  the  said  naughty  and  subtle  practisers,  whereby 
hath  grown  great  disobedience  and  boldness  in  many,  not  only 
to  withdraw  and  absent  themselves  from  all  divine  aei-vice  .  . . 
but  also  have  thought  themselves  discharged  of  all  obedience  to 
her  Majesty,  whereby  most  wicked  and  uonatural  rebellion  hath 
■  ensued,  and  to  the  further  danger  of  this  realm  is  hereafter  very 
like  to  be  renewed,  i^  the  ungodly  and  picked  att§ljyitsjii.±hat 
behalf  be  not  by  severity  <rf  laws  in  time^restrained  and  bridig.tl ; 
For  remedy  and   redress  whereof,   and  to   pievent  the  greta 
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es  th  fc  th  by  m  y  1      t 

p  It  th     first  d  y    t  J  ly 

p  t  y  pi       w  th      th 


fitlyfJlyhalltk       p       h        bj       I  f       y         b 

1    11  th      ty   f       b    1  1         y  1 

f      V  ]  tb      th  Im  fte    tl  d  h    t  d  y 

of  July,  shall       11    gly  ny        h    b    lution  or  recon- 

ciliatiou;  or    1      if     y  p  h         bt      ed    ince  the  last  day 

of  the  parii         t   h  Id  tl      farst  j         of  the   Queen's 

Majesty's  reig  aft      th         d  fi    t  d  y    f  July  shall  obtain 

from  the  Baid  B  h  p    f  Rotu  j  m       er  of  baU  ...  or 

instrument  .  1   11  p  bl   h        by       y  ways  or  means 

put  in  ure  any  such  ball .  . . ,  That  then  every  such  act . . .  shall 
be  deemed  by  the  authority  of  this  Act  to  be  high  treason,  and 
the  offenders  therein,  their  procurers  [&c.]  . . .  shall  be  deemed 
high  traitors  to  the  Qaeen  and  the  realm ;  and  being  thereof 
lawfully  indicted  and  attainted  according  to  the  course  of  the 
laws  of  this  realm,  shall  suffer  pains  of  death,  and  also  forfeit 
all  their  lands  [&c.]  as  in  cases  of  high  treason  by  the  laws  of 
this  realm  ought  to  be  forfeited. 

II.  And  be  it  further  eiiaeted,  That  all  aiders  [&c.]  of  any 
the  said  offenders,  after  the  committing  of  any  the  said  acts  .  .  . 
shall  incur  the  penalties  contained  in  the  Statute  of  Praemu- 
nire .  . , 

III.  Provided  always  .  ,  .  That  if  any  person  to  whom  any 
such  absolution  ...  or  ia^trument  as  is  aforesaid  shall,  after  the 
said  first  day  of  July,  be  offered  . .  .  shall  conceal  the  same  ,  v . 
and  not  disclose  and  signify  the  same  .  .  .  within  six  weeks  then 
next  following,  to  some  of  the  Queen's  Majesty's  Privy  Council, 
or  else  to  the  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  Queen's 
Majesty's  Council  established  in  the  north  parts,  or  in  the 
miirches  of  Wales  ,  .  .  that  then  the  same  person  so  concealing 
.  .  ,  the  said  offer  .  .  .  shall  incur  the  penalty  of  misprision 
of  high  treason. 

IV.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  at 
any  time  after  the  said  fir^t  day  of  July  bring  into  this  realm  of 
England  .  .  .  any  .  .  .  thing  called  by  the  name  of  an  Agnus 
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Dei,  or  any  crosses,  pictures,  beads  or  such-like  vain  and 
superstitious  tilings,  from  the  Bishop  or  see  of  Borne  .  .  .  and 
divers  pardons,  immunities  and  exemptions  granted  by  the 
authority  of  the  said  see,  to  stich  as  shall  receive  and  use  the 
same ;  and  that  if  the  same  person  so  bringing  in  as  is  afore- 
said such  Agnus  Del  and  other  like  tilings  as  be  before 
specified,  shall  deliver  ,  .  .  the  same  to  any  subject  of  this 
realm  ...  to  be  worn  or  used  in  any  wise :  That  then  sa  well 
the  same  person  so  doing,  as  also  every  other  person  which 
shall  receive  the  same,  to  the  intent  to  use  or  wear  the  same, 
being  thereof  lawfuUy  convicted  and  attainted  by  the  order  of 
the  common  laws  of  this  realm,  shall  incur  into  the  penalties 
ordained  by  the  Statute  of  Prjemunire  and  Provision  .  ,  . 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  persons  which  at  any 
time  since  the  beginning  of  the  first  year  of  the  Queen's 
Majesty's  reign  have  brought  .  .  ,  into  this  realm  any  such 
bulls  [&c.]  .  .  .  and  now  have  any  of  the  same  bulls  [&c.]  in 
their  custody,  and  shall  within  the  space  of  three  months  next 
after  the  end  of  any  session  or  dissolution  of  this  present 
-pHrliament  deliver  all  such  bulls  [&o.]  ...  to  the  bishop  of  the 
diocese  where  such  absolution  hath  been  given  and  received  .  ,  . 
and  shall  publicly  before  such  bishop  confess  their  offence 
therein  and  humbly  desire  to  be  restored  ...  to  the  Church  of 
England,  shall  be  clearly  pardoned  and  discharged  of  all 
^  offences  done  in  any  matter  concerning  any  of  the  said  bulls  [&o.] 
touching  such  absoJution  or  reconciliation  only ;  and  that  all 
persons  whicli  have  received  any  absolution  from  the  said 
Bishop  of  Rome  .  . .  since  the  said  first  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
said  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen,  and  shall  within  the  said  space 
of  three  months  next  after  any  session  or  dissolution  of  this 
present  parliament,  come  before  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  of 
tuch  place  where  such  absolution  or  reconciliation  was  had  or 
made,  and  shall  publicly  before  the  same  bishop  confess  .  .  . 
their  offence  therein,  and  humbly  desire  to  be  restored,  and 
admitted  to  the  Church  of  England,  shall  he  clearly  pardoned 
and  discharged  of  all  offences  committed  in  any  matter  con- 
-■  corning  the  said  bulls  [&c.J  touching  only  receiving  such 
absolution  or  reeoEciliation  ,  ,  , 
VIII.  [Peers  to  be  tried  by  Peers.] 
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13  Eliz.  Cap.  XII. 

An  Act  to  reform  (xrtain.  disorders  toueking  Minislera  oftlie 

Church. 

I.  That  the  churches  of  the  Queen's  Majesty's  dominions 
maybe  served  with  pastors  of  sound  religion,  Be  it  enacted  .  .  . 
That  every  person  under  the  degree  of  a  Bisliop,  which  doth 
or  sliall  pretend  to  t>e  a  priest  or  minister  of  G-od's  Holy  Word 
and  Sacraments,  by  reason  of  any  other  form  of  institution, 
consecration  or  ordering,  than  the  form  set  fortii  by  parlia- 
ment in  the  time  of  the  late  king  of  most  worthy  memory, 
Kiug  Edward  the  Sixth,  or  now  used  in  the  reign  of  our  most 
gracious  Sovereign  Lady,  lefore  the  feast  of  the  Nativity  of 
Christ  nest  following,  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  Bishop  or 
guardian  of  the  spiritualities  of  some  one  diocese  where  he 
hath  ecclesiastical  living,  declare  his  assent  and  subscribe  to  all 
the  Articles  of  Eeligion  which  only  concern  the  confession  of 
the  true  Christian  faith  and  the  doctrine  of  the  sacraments, 
conipriaed  in  a  book  imprinted,  intituled.  Articles  whereupon 
it  was  agreed  by  the  archbishops  and  bishops  of  both  provinces 
and  the  whole  clergy  in  the  Convocation  holden  at  Loudon  in 
.  .  .  1563  .  .  - ,  upon  pain  that  eveiy  such  person  which  shall 
not  before  the  said  feast  do  as  is  above  appointed,  shall  be  ipio 
facto  dep.ived,  and  all  hia  ecclesiastical  promotions  sliail  be 
void,  as  if  he  were  then  naturally  dead. 

II.  And  that  if  any  person  ecclesiastical,  or  which  shall  have 
ecclesiastical  living,  shall  advisedly  maintain  or  aiRrm  any 
doctrine  directly  contrary  to  any  of  the  said  articles,  and  being 
convented  before  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  or  the  ordinary,  cr 
before  the  Queen's  Highness'  Commissioners  in  causes  eccle- 
siastical, shall  persist  therein,  .  .  .  such  tuaiutainlng  .  .  ,  shall 
be  just  cause  to  deprive  such  person  of  his  ecclesiastical  pro- 
motions ;  and  it  shall  be  lawful  to  the  bishop  of  the  diocese 
or  the  ordinary  or  the  said  commissioners  to  deprive  such 
person  so  persisting,  .  .  .  and  upon  such  sentence  of  deprivation 
pronounced  he  shall  be  indeed  deprived. 

IIL  And  that  00  person  shall  hereafter  be  admitted  to  any 
benefice  with  cum,  except  he  then  be  of  the  age  of  three  and 
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twenty  years  at  the  least,  and  a  deacon,  and  ahall  first  have 
Btibscribed  the  said  Articles  in  presence  of  the  ordinary,  and 
publicly  read  the  same  in  the  pariah  church  of  that  benefice, 
with  declaration  of  his  unfeigned  assent  to  the  same  . .  . 

IV,  And  Ihat  none  shall  be  made  minister  or  admitted  to 
preach  or  minister  the  sacjaments,  being  under  the  age  of  four 
and  twenty  years,  nor  unless  he  fii-st  bring  to  the  bishop  of  that 
diocese,  froM  men  known  to  the  bishop  to  be  of  sound  religion, 
a  testimonial  both  of  his  honest  life,  and  of  his  professing  the 
doctrine  expressed  in  the  stud  Articles^  nor  nnless  he  be  able 
to  answer  and  render  to  the  ordinary  an  account  of  his  faith  in 
Latin,  according  to  the  said  Articles,  or  have  special  gift  and 
ability  to  be  a  preacher :  nor  shall  be  admitted  to  the  order  of 
deacon  or  ministry,  unless  he  shall  first  subscribe  to  the  said 
Articles. 

V.  And  that  none  hereafter  shall  be  admitted  to  any  benefice 
with  cure  of  or  above  the  value  of  £30  yearly  .  .  .  unless  he 
shall  then  be  a  bachelor  of  divinity,  or  a  preacher  lawfully 
allowed  by  some  bishop  within  this  realm  or  by  one  of  the 
universities  of  Cambridge  or  Oxford. 


Fourth  Parliament:  First  Session. 

May  8- June  30, 1572. 


An  Act  for  fhe  punishment  of  suck  as  shall  rebeUioudy  take  or 
detain  or  conspire  to  lake  or  detain  from  the  Qveen'a  Majesty 
any  of/ier  castles,  towers,  firtresses,  holds,  &c. 

I.  For  tlie  better  avoiding  of  all  such  unlawful  practices ...  as 
lately  have  been  stirred  and  moved  by  some  evil  disposed 
persons  against  our  most  gracious  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen, 
■  , .  be  it  enacted  .  .  .  That  if  any  persons  whatsoever  at  any 
time  hereafter  do,  within  this  realm  or  elsewhere,  unlawfully 
,  .  ,  conspire  .  .  .  maliciously  and  rebelliously  to  take  or  to 
detain  from  our  said  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen  any  of  her 
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castlea  ,  ,  .,  or  maliciously  and  rebeiliously  to  raze,  bum  or 
destroy  any  castle  ,  .  .  having  any  inuDition  or  ordnance  of 
the  Queen's  Majesty's  therein  or  appointed  to  he  guarded  with 
any  Boldiers  for  defence  thereof  within  this  realm  .  ,  . ,  and  the 
same  . . .  conspiracies  shall  advisedly  . . .  express,  utter  or  declare 
for  any  the  malicious  and  rebellious  intents  aforesaid,  that  then 
every  such  person  so  hereafter  offending,  their  aiders  {&cl] 
knowing  thereof,  heing  thereof  lawfully  convicted  accoiding  to 
the  laws  of  this  realm,  shall  be  judged  felons  .  .  . ,  and  the 
offenders  tlierein,  their  said  aiders  [&c,],  being  thereof  lawfully 
convicted,  shall  suffer  pains  of  death  as  in  cases  of  felony, 
without  having  any  benefit  of  clergy  or  sanctuary  .  .  . 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  do  at  any 
time  hereafter  with  force  maliciously  and  rebeiliously  . .  .  with- 
hold from  the  Queen's  Majesty  any  of  her  castles  ,  .  .  within 
this  realm  . .  ,  or  do  .  .  .  withhold  from  her  Majesty  any  of  her 
ships,  ordnance,  artillery  or  other  munitions  or  fortifications 
of  wars  ...  or  shall  .  .  .  burn  or  destroy  .  .  ,  any  of  the  Queen's 
ships,  or  .  .  .  bar  any  haven  within  any  of  the  Queen's  Majesty's 
dominions,  that  then  every  such  person  so  offending,  their 
aiders  [&c.],  being  thereof  lawfully  convict  according  to  the 
laws  of  this  realm,  shall  be  adjudged  traitors,  and  their  offences 
in  any  of  the  premises  shall  he  taken  for  high  treason,  and  the 
ofienders  therein  .  .  .  shall  suffer  such  pains  of  death,  a.nd  also 
shall  forfeit  and  lose,  as  in  cases  of  high  treason  is  limited  and 
accustomed. 

in.  This  Act  to  endure  during  the  Queen's  Majesty's  life  that 
low  i.  o-lj, 

14  Eliz.  Cap.  II. 

An  Act  against  guch  as  »hdl  eonspiie  or  practise  the  enlargement 
of  any  prisoner  cumnntled  for  high  treason. 

I,  Forasmuch  as  great  danger  may  ensue  to  the  Queen's 
Majesty's  person  and  great  trouble  to  the  state  of  the  realm  by 
unlawful  conspiracies  ...  to  set  at  liberty  such  persons  as  be 
committed  to  any  custody  for  any  treason  touclung  the  royal 
person  of  our  said  Sovereign  Lady ;  against  which  conspiracies 
sufficient  remedy  by  the   laws  of  this  realm  hath   not  been 
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heretofore  Lad,  unless  the  same  conspiracies  .  . .  were  executed 
and  brought  to  effect :  be  it  therefore  enacted  .  .  .  That  if  any 
person  at  any  time  after  the  end  of  this  present  session  of 
parliament  aliall  conspire  ...  to  set  at  liberty  any  person  com- 
mitted to  any  custody  by  her  Highness'  especial  commandment, 
for  any  treason  or  suapicion  of  treason  concerning  the  person 
of  our  Bald  Suvei«ign  Lady  the  Queen,  before  any  indictment 
of  Buch  person  ,  .  . ,  and  the  same  conspiracies  .  .  .  shall  .  .  . 
utter  or  declare,  that  then  every  person  so  offending  shall 
incur  the  penalty  and  forfeiturfe^of  misprision  of  treason  .  .  . 

II.  And  be  it  also  enacted,  That  if  any  person  .  .  .  shall  .  .  . 
conspire  ...  to  set  at  liberty  any  pei-son  committed  to  any 
custody,  being  indicted  of  any  treason  in  any  wise  concerning 
the  person  of  our  aaid  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen,  and  the 
same  conspivacicB  .  .  ,  shall .  .  ,  utter  or  declare,  that  then  every 
such  person  so  offeDding  shall  be  deemed  a  felon  .  .  . 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  pefson  .  .  .  shall 
.  . .  conspire  ...  to  set  at  liberty  any  person  being  committed 
to  any  oustody,  after  the  same  person  shall  be  attainted  or 
convicted  of  any  treason  in  any  wise  concemiug  the  royal 
peison  of  our  said  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen,  and  the  same 
conspiracies  .  .  .  shall .  . .  utter  or  declare,  that  then  every  such 
person  so  offeiiding  shall  be  deemed  an  high  traitor  and  shall 
suffer  loss  mi4  forfeit  as  in  cases  of  high  treason  by  the  laws 
aud  statutes  of  this  realm. 

IV.  This  Ajct  to  endure  during  the  Queen's  Majesty's  hfe 
that  now  is  only. 

14  Eliz.  Cap.  V. 

Ak  Attfctr  the  punishment  ofvagaboTida,  and  for  relief  of 
the  poor  and  impotent. 

I.  Wbeye  all  the  parts  of  this  realm  of  England  and  "Wales 
be  iireMiitly  with  rogues,  vagabonds  and  sturdy  beggars  ex- 
ceedingly Westered,  by  means  whereof  daily  happeneth  in  the 
same  r'e»lin.  horrible  murders,  thefts  and  other  great  outrages, 
to  the  ,  hig|i  displeasure  of  Almighty  God,  and  to  the  great 
annoy  ,rf  l(he  commonweal ;  and  for  avoiding  confusion  by 
reasonjif  iittMber&  of  laws  concerning  the  premises  standing  in 
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force  together;  Le  it  enacted,  That  [certain  acts'  recited]  shall 
be  .  ■  .  void  and  of  none  effect. 

n.  Be  it  also  enacted  .  .  .  first,  Tliat  all  persons  ahove  the 
age  of  fourteen  yeais,  being  hereafter  set  forih  by  this  Act  of 
Parliament  to  be  rogues,  vagabonds  or  sturdy  beggars  and  ,  .  . 
taken  begging  in  any  part  of  this  realm,  or  taken  vagrant 
wandering  and  misordering  themselves  contrary  to  the  purport 
of  this  present  Act  of  Parliament  .  .  . ,  shall  upon  their  appre- 
hension be  broughi  betbre  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  or 
mayor  or  chief  officer  of  cilies,  boroughs  and  towns  corporate 
.  ,  .  and  ...  be  presently  committed  to  the  common  gaol  ,  . . , 
there  to  remaiu  without  bail  until  the  next  sessions  of  the 
peace  or  general  gaol  delivery  .  .  . ;  at  which  Bessions  or  gaol- 
delivery  if  such  person  be  duly  convict  of  his  or  her  roguish 
or  vagabond  trade  of  life,  either  by  inquest  of  office  or  by  the 
testimony  of  two  honest  and  credible  -witaesBes  upon  their 
oaths,  that  then  immediately  he  or  she  shall  be  adjudged  to 
be  grievously  whipped  and  burnt  through  the  gristle  of  the 
right  ear  with  a  hot  iron  of  the  compasa  of  an  inch  aboat  .  .  . ; 
which  judgment  shall  alao  presently  be  executed,  extept  some 
honest  person,  valued  at  the  last  subsidy  next  liefore  that  time 
to  £5  in  goods  or  20«.  in  lands,  or  else  some  such  honest  house- 
bolder  as  by  the  justices  of  peace  .  .  .  shall  be  allowed,  will  of 
his  charity  be  contented  presently  to  take  such  ofEender  .  .  ,  into 
his  eervice  for  one  wliole  year  next  following ;  .  .  .  and  if  such 
rogue  or  vagabond  so  taken  into  service  depart  within  the  said 
year  from  the  said  service  against  the  will  of  him  that  so  taketh 
him  or  her  into  service,  that  then  such  rogue  or  Vagabond  shall 
be  whipped  and  burnt  ...  as  is  aforesaid. 

IV.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That ...  if  after  the  said 
punishment  executed ...  the  said  person  .  ,  .  after  threescore 
days  next  after  he  shall  be  so  marked,  .  .  .  being  of  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  or  above,  do  eftaoones  fall  again  to  aiiy  kind  of 
roguish  or  vagabond  trade  of  life,  that  then  the  said  rogne  .  . , 
be  deemed  a  felon,  and  shall  sui?er  and  forfeit  as  a  felon,  Mcept, 
some  honest  person  valued  [as  above]  of  mere  charity  will  be 
contented  ...  to  take  him  or  her  into  his  service  for/two  whole 
years  .  .  , :  and  if  such  rogue  or  vagahond  so  taken  ipto  ijervice 
'  J2H.  VUI.  13;  3&4E.  VI.  16;  5  Eli*  3.; 
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depart  within  the  same  two  years  from  his  or  her  said  service 
against  the  will  of  liim  that  so  took  him  or  her,  that  then  such 
rogue  or  vagabond  shall  be  deemed  a  felon  in  all  respects  and 
shall  suffer  and  forfeit  as  a  feiou  .  .  . 

V.  And  for  the  full  espressing  what  persons  shall  be  intended  - 
williin  this  bjanch  to  he  rogues,  vagaboads  and  sturdy  beggars 
...  it  is  now  set  forth  .  .  .  that  all  persona  that  be  or  utter 
themselves  to  be  proctors  or  procurators  .  .  .  without  sufficient 
authority  . . . ,  and  all  otlier  idle  persons  .  .  .  using  subtle,  crafty 
and  unlawful  games  or  plays,  and  some  of  them  feigning  them- 
selves to  have  knowledge  in  physiognomy,  palmistry  or  other 
abused  sciences, .  .  .  and  al!  persons  being  whole  and  mighty  in 
body  and  able  to  labour,  having  not  land  or  master  nor  using 
any  lawful  merchandise,  craft  or  mystei-y  .  ,  . ;  and  all  fencers, 
bearwiirds,  common  players  in  interludes  and  minstrels,  not 
belonging  to  any  baron  of  this  realm  or  towards  any  other 
lionourable  personage  of  greater  degree ;  all  jugglers,  pedlars, 
tinkers  and  petty  chapmen;  which  said  fencers  [&c]  shall  wander 
abroad  and  have  not  licence  of  two  justices  of  the  peace  .  ,  . ; 
and  all  common  labourers  being  persons  able  in  body  using 
loitering,  and  refusing  to  work  for  such  reasonable  w^es  as  is 
taxed  and  commonly  given  . . . ;  and  all  counterfeiters  of  licences, 
passports  and  ail  u  rs  f  tl  e  sa  ne  know  ng  the  sa  ne  to  be 
oountei-feit ;  and  all  s  hoi  rs  of  the  ud  versit  es  of  Oxford  r 
Cambridge  that  go  about  beg  g  not  be  ng  author  sed  under 
the   seal  of  tl  e  sa  d    nn  vers  t  es  and  all  el  ipmen  pre 

tending  losses  ly  sea  other  than  sucl  as  shall  be  h  reaite 
provided  for  a  d  all  persons  d  1  ered  out  of  gaols  that 
beg  for  their  fees  ot  hav    f  1  cence  from  two  ju  tices  of 

the  peace  ,  .  shall  be  deemed  rogue  agabo  ds  and  i>tu  dy 
beggars  .  .  . 

XVI.  And  f  raamuch  as  char  ty  would  tl  at  poor  aged  and 
impotent  persons  should  as  neee  ear  ly  be  provided  for  as  the 
said  rogues,  vaaabo  ds  a  d  sturdj  be  „are  rep  e  ed  and  that 
the  said  aged,  impotent  and  poor  people  should  have  con- 
venient habitations  and  abiding  places  throughout  this  realm  to 
settle  themselves  upon,  to  the  end  that  they  nor  any  of  them 
should  hereafter  beg  or  wander  about ;  it  is  therefore  enacted, 
That  the  justices  of  the  peace  . .  .  mayors,  slieriffs,  bailiffs,  and 


yGoosle 


•jo  Elizabeth.  [1572. 

other  officers  of  every  city,  borongli,  riding  and  franchise  . , ,. 
shall  at  or  before  the  said  feast  of  St  Bartholomew  next  coming 
,  .  .  make  diligent  search  and  inquiry  of  all  a^ed  poor  im 
potent  and  decayed  persona  ■  .  . ,  which  live  .  .  bv  alms  of  the 
charity  of  the  people  .  .  .  ,  and  shall  npon  that  seirch  made 
make  a  register  hoofe  containing  the  names  and  surnames  of  all 
such  . .  .  poor  people  .  .  . ;  and  .  .  .  shall  .  .  .  appoint  meet 
and  convenient  places  by  their  discretions  to  settle  the  same 
poor  people  for  their  habitations  and  abidiiigs,  if  the  panih 
within  the  which  they  shall  be  found  sball  not  or  ■nill  not 
provide  for  them  ;  and  shall  aleo  ,  .  ,  number  all  the  =aid  pori 
people  within  their  said  several  limits,  and  theieupon  (having 
regard  to  the  number)  set  down  what  portion  the  weekly  charge 
towards  the  relief  and  susteniation  of  the  said  poor  people  will 
amount  unto  within  every  their  said  limits  and  that  done 
they  . .  .  shall  ,  . ,  assess  ai!  the  inhabitants  dwelling  within 
the  said  limits  to  such  weekly  charge  as  they  and  eiery  of  them 
ehall  weekly  contribute  towards  the  relief  of  the  =iid  poorpeople 
and  the  names  of  alt  such  inhabitants  taxed  ah  ill  al  o  enter  into 
the  said  register-hook  together  with  their  taxat  on  and  al-'o 
shall  .  .  .  appoint  or  see  collectors  for  one  whole  year  to  be 
appointed . . . ,  which  shall  collect  the  said  proportion  and  make 
delivery  of  so  much  thereof  ...  to  the  said  poor  people  as  the 
said  justices  .  .  .  and  other  officers  shall  appoint  them  and  alio 
shall  appoint  the  overseers  of  the  said  poor  people  by  their  dis 
cretions,  to  continue  also  for  one  whole  year ;  and  if  they  do 
refuse  to  be  overseers,  then  every  of  them  so  refusing  to  forfeit 
10s.  for  every  such  default. 

XVII,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  mayor  of  the  city 
of  London  and  the  mayors  ,  ,  .  and  other  head  officers  of  every 
other  city,  borough,  or  town  corporate  .  .  , ,  and  the  constables 
or  tithing-roen  of  every  hundred,  rape  and  wapentake  .  .  .  shall 
once  every  month  ■  .  .  make  a  view  and  search  of  all  the  ^ed, 
impotent  and  !ame  persons  within  the  precinct  of  their  juris- 
dictions, and  .  .  ,  presently  see  the  same  poor  peojde  not  there 
horn  nor  dwelling  within  the  said  three  years  (except  leprous 
people  and  bedridden  people)  to  he  conveyed ...  to  the  next  con- 
stable, and  BO  from  constable  to  constable  the  directest  way,  till 
the  said  persona  be  brought  to  the  place  where  he  or  she  was 
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born  or  most  conversant  by  tbe  space  of  three  years  next  befoM, 
and  there  to  be  put  in  . . ,  one  of  the  abiding-places  in  that 
country  appointed  ,  .  . 

XVIII.  And  be  it  furtherenacted,  Thatif  any  oftheeaid  poor 
people  .  .  .  lefuse  to  be  bestowed  in  any  of  the  said  abiding- 
places  ...  or  after  they  be  once  bestowed  ...  do  depart  and 
beg,  then  the  said  person  ao  offending  for  the  first  offence  ...  to 
suffer  as  a  rogue  or  vagabond  in  the  first  degree  of  punishment 
set  forth  by  this  Act,  and  if  he  do  the  second  time  offend,  then 
to  ,  .  .  suffer  as  a  rogue  or  vagabond  in  tlie  last  degree  of 
punishment  set  forth  by  this  Act. 

XXI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  being 
able  to  further  this  charitable  work  will  obstinately  refuse  to 
give  towards  the  relief  of  the  said  poor  people  or  do  wilfully 
discourage  others  .  .  .  the  said  obstinate  person  .  . .  shall  pre- 
sently be  brought  before  two  justices  of  the  peace  ...  to  show 
the  cause  of  his  obstinate  refusal  or  wilful  discouragement  and 
to  abide  such  order  therein  as  the  said  justices  shall  appoint ;  if 
he  refuse  bo  to  do,  then  to  be  committed  to  the  next  gaol ,  .  , 
there  to  remain  uutil  he  he  contented  with  their  said  order  and 
do  perform  the  same. 

XXir.  And  it  is  also  further  enacted.  That  if  any  of  the  said 
aged  and  impotent  persons,  not  being  so  .  . .  impotent  but  that 
they  may  work  in  some  manner  of  work,  shall  be  by  the  overseers 
of  their  said  abiding-place  appointed  to  work,  if  they  refuse, 
then  in  form  aforesaid  to  be  whipped  and  stocked  for  their  first 
refusal,  and  for  the  second  refusal  to  be  punished  as  in  case  of 
vagabonds  in  tiie  said  first  degree  of  punishment. 

SXIII.  Provided  .  .  .  that  three  justices  of  peace  ...  of  and 
with  the  surplusages  of  the  said  collections  and  forfeitures,  (the 
said  poor  and  impotent  people  satisfied  and  provided  for,)  thai! 
in  such  convenient  plac«s  within  tlieir  said  sLires  as  they  shall 
think  meet,  place  and  settle  to  work  the  rogues  and  vagabonds 
that  shall  be  disposed  to  work,  born  within  their  said  counties 
or  there  abiding  for  the  most  part  within  the  said  three  years, 
there  to  be  holden  to  work  by  the  oversight  of  the  said  over- 
seers, to  get  their  livings  and  to  live  and  to  be  sustained  only 
upon  their  labour  and  travail. 

XXIV.  [Beggars'  children  may  be  bound  out  to  service.] 
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XXV,  [Forfeitures  under  this  Act  to  be  apjilied  to  the  relief 
of  the  poor.] 

XXVI.  And  be  it  furthei-  enacted.  That  three  justices  of  peaee 
within  all  the  shires  of  this  realm,  whereof  one  to  be  of  the 
quorum,  shall  have  full  power  ...  to  hear  and  determine  all 
causes  (except  forfeitures  of  justices  of  peace)  that  shall  come  in 
question  by  reason  of  this  piesent  Act. 

XXXVIII.  Provided  always,  that  whereas  by  reason  of  this 
Act  the  common  gaols  .  .  .  are  like  to  be  greatly  pestered  with 
a  more  number  of  prisoners  than  heretofore  hath  been  ...  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  justices  of  peace  of  every  shire,  at  their 
general  quarter  feaaions  .  .  . ,  to  rate  and  tax  every  parish 
within  the  said  shires  at  such  reasonable  sums  of  money  for  the 
relief  of  the  said  prisoners  as  they  shall  thiak  convenient,  so 
that  the  said  taxation  doth  not  exceed  above  bd.  or  8d.  by  the 
week  out  of  every  parish ;  and  that  the  churchwardens  of  every 
parish  shall  every  Sunday  levy  the  same  , , . 


Fourth  Parliament:  Second  Session. 

Feb.  8— Maroh  15, 1578. 

iS  Eliz.  Cap.  III. 

An  Act  for  the  getting  oftht  poor  on  work,  and  Jbr  the  avoiding 
of  idletwss. 

I.  For  some  better  explanation  and  for  some  needful  addition 
to  the  statute  [14  Eliz.  g]  be  it  ordained  .  .  , 

IV,  .  ,  .  That  in  every  city  and  town  corporate  within  this 
realm  a  competent  store  and  stock  of  wool,  hemp,  flax,  iron  or 
other  stuff  by  order  of  the  mayor  ...  or  other  head  officers  .  .  . 
sliall  be  provided  ;  and  that  likewise  in  every  otlier  market- 
town  or  other  plaee  where  (to  the  justices  of  peace  in  their 
genera!  sessions  yearly  next  after  Easter  shall  be  thought  most 
meet)  a  tike  competent  store  and  stock  of  wool  [&c.]  or  other 
stuff  as  the  countiy  is  most  meet  for  ,  .  .  shall  be  provided,  the 
said  stores  and  stocks  in  such  cities  and  towns  corporate  U>  be 
committed  to  the  custody  of  such  persoBs  as  shaU  1^-  the  mayor 
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or  other  head  officers  in  every  such  city  or  town  corporate  be 
appointed,  and  in  other  towns  and  places  to  such  persona  as  hy 
the  Eaid  justices  of  peace  in  their  said  general  sessions  .  . .  ehall 
be  by  them  appointed ;  which  said  persons  .  ,  .  shall  from 
hencefoith  be  called  the  collectors  and  governors  of  the  poor,  to 
the  intent  every  such  poor  and  needy  person  ,  .  .  able  to  do 
any  work  .  .  .  shall  not  for  want  of  work  go  abroad  either 
beting  or  committing  pilferings  or  other  misdemeanours  .  .  . ; 
which  collectors  from  time  to  time  (as  cause  requireth)  sliall,  of 
the  same  stock  and  store,  deliver  to  such  poor  and  needy  person 
a  competent  portion  to  he  wrought  into  yarn  or  other  matter . . . , 
for  which  they  shall  make  payment  to  them  which  work  the 
same  according  to  the  desert  of  the  work  .  ,  . ;  which  hemp  [&c.] 
or  other  stuff,  wrought  from  time  to  time,  shall  be  aold  by  the 
said  collectors  .  .  ,  and  with  the  money  coming  of  the  sale  to 
buy  more  stuff .  .  . ;  and  if  hereafter  any  such  person  able  to  do 
any  such  work  sbail  refuse  to  work  ...  or  taking  such  work 
shall  spoil  or  embezzle  the  same  ...  he,  she  or  they  shall  be 
received  into  such  house  of  correction,  there  to  be  straightly 
kept,  as  well  in  diet  as  in  work,  and  also  punished  from  time 
to  time  .  , , 

V,  And  moreover  he  it  enacted.  That  within  every  county  of 
this  realm  one,  two  or  more  abiding  houses  or  places  con- 
venient in  some  market-town  or  corporate  town  or  other  place, 
by  .  .  ,  order  of  the  justices  of  peace  in  their  said  general 
sessions  .  .  .  shall  be  provided,  and  called  houses  of  correction, 
acd  also  stock  and  store  and  implements  be  provided  for  setting 
on  work  and  punishing  not  only  of  those  which  by  the  collectors 
and  governors  of  the  poor  for  causes  aforesaid  to  the  said 
houses  of  correction  shall  be  brought,  but  also  of  such  as  be 
inhabiting  in  no  parisli,  or  be  taken  as  rogues  ...  or  for  any 
other  cause  ought  to  be  abiding  and  kept  within  the  same 
county  .  .  , 

VI.  And  be  it  also  further  enacted.  That  the  said  justices  of 
peace,  in  their  said  general  sessions,  shall  appoint  from  time  to 
time  overseers  of  every  such  house  of  correction,  which  said 
persons  shall  be  called  the  censors  and  wardens  of  the  houses 
of  correction  .  .  .  ;  and  shall  also  appoint  others  for  the 
gathering  of  such  money  as  shall  be  taxed  upon  any  persona 
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within  ilieir  several  juriEdictions  towards  the  maintenance  of 
the  aaid  houaea  of  correction,  which  shall  be  called  the 
collectors  for  the  houses  of  correction  ;  and  if  any  person 
refuge  to  he  collector  and  governor  of  the  poor  or  censor  and 
warden  or  collector  for  any  the  houses  of  coixection,  that 
every  person  so  refusing  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  £5  . , . 

18  Eliz.  Cap.  VII. 

An  Ael  to  take  away  clergy  from  the  offenders  m  rape  and  bur- 
glary,  and  an  order  jor  the  delivery  of  clerks  conmct  without 
purgation. 

I.  For  the  repressing  of  ,  ,  ,  rapes  .  .  .  ar>d  of  felonious 
burglaries,  and  for  the  avoiding  of  sundry  perjuries  and  other 
abuses  in  and  about  the  purgation  of  clerks  convict  delivered 
to  the  ordinaries ;  be  it  enacted  . .  .  That  if  any  person  shall 
fortune  ...  to  commit  rape  or  burglary,  and  to  he  found 
guilty  .  .  . ,  that  in  every  such  case  every  person  so  being  found 
guilty  .  .  .  shall  suffer  pains  of  death  and  forfeit  as  in  cases  of 
felony  bath  been  accustomed  by  the  common  Jaws  of  this  realm, 
without  any  allowance  of  the  privilege  or  benefit  of  clergy  .  ■ . 


Fourth  Parliament:  Third  Session. 

Jan.  Xe— March  18, 1581. 


An  Act  to  retain  the  Queen's  Majesty's  subjects  in  their  dne 
obedience 

I  'Uhere  since  the  statute  [13  Eliz  3]  divers  evil-affected 
pFrsons  ha\e  piacti  ed  lontrary  to  the  meining  of  the  said 
statute  hj  other  means  than  by  bulls  or  instruments  wiitten  or 
printed  to  withdraw  di\eia  the  Queens  Majesty's  subjects 
from  their  natural  obedience  to  her  Majesty,  to  obey  the  said 
usurped  authority  of  Ecme  for  reloimation  whereof,  and 

to  declare  the   tiue  meaning  of  the  baid  law,  be  it  enacted. 


yGoosle 


1581.]  Treason^  &t.'  75 

That  all  persons  whatsoever,  which  .  ,  .  shall  by  any  ways  or 
means  put  in  practice  to  .  .  .  withdraw  any  of  the  Queen's 
Slajesty's  subjects  ,  .  .  fi'om  their  natural  obedience  to  her 
Mfljesty,  or  to  withdraw  them  for  that  intent  from  the  religion 
now  by  her  Highness'  authority  established  ...  to  the  Komisi! 
religion,  or  to  move  them  to  promise  any  obedience  to  any 
pretended  authority  of  the  See  of  Eome,  or  of  any  other  prince, 
state  or  pottatate,  to  be  used  within  her  dominions,  or  shall  do 
any  overt  act  to  that  intent  or  purpose,  ,  .  C  shall  be  adjuilged 
to  he  traitorsj^d  being  thereof  lawfully  convicted  shall  .  .  , 
suffer  and  forfeit  as  in  case  of  high  treason  :  and  if  any  person 
shiill  ...  he  willingly  ahsolved^  or  withdrawn  as  aforesaid,  or 
willingly  be  reconciled,  or  shall  promise  any  obedience  to  any 
such  pretended  authority  [&c.],  that  then  every  such  person, 
their  procurers  and  counsellors  thereunto,  being  thereof  law- 
fully convicted  .  .  .  shall  suffer  as  in  cases  oPhigh  treason. 

II.  And  be  it  likewise  enacted,  That  all  persons  that  shall 
wittingly  be  aiders  or  maintainers  of  such  persons  so  offending 
.  .  , ,  or  which  shall  conceal  any  offence  aforesaid,  and  shall  not 
wiihin  twenty  days  .  .  .  disclose  the  same  to  some  justice  of 
peace  or  other  higher  officer  .  .  .  shall  suffer  and  forfeit  as 
offenders  in  misprision  of  treason. 

in.  And  be  it  likewise  enacted,  That  every  person  which 
shall  say  or  sing  m.iss,  being  thereof  lawfully  convicted,  shall 
forfeit  the  sum  of  200  marks  and  he  committed  to  prison  in  the 
next  gaol,  there  to  remain  by  the  space  of  one  year,  and  from 
thenceforth  till  he  have  paid  the  said  sum  of  300  marks ;  and 
that  every  person  which  shall  willingly  hear  mass  shall  forfeit 
the  sum  of  roo  marks,  and  suffer  imprisonment  for  a  year. 

IV.  Be  it  also  farther  enacted.  That  every  person  above  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  which  shall  not  repair  to  some  church, 
chapel  or  usual  place  of  common  prayer,  . .  .  and  being  thereof 
lawfullv  convicted,  shall  forfeit  to  the  Queen's  Majesty,  for  every 
ra  nth  which  he  or  she  shall  so  forbear,  £20  of  lawful 

ti  glish  money ;  and  that  over  and  besides  the  said  foifeitures, 
e^erv  per  on  so  forbeariag,  by  the  space  of  twelve  months  as 
aforesaid  shall  for  his  or  her  obstinacy,  after  certificate  thereof 
m  writing  made  into  the  King's  Bench,  by  the  ordinary  of  the 
diotese    a  justice  of  assize  and  gaol- delivery,  or  a  justice   of 
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peace  of  the  county  where  ancli  offecder  shall  dwell,  be  bound 
with  two  sufficient  sureties  in  the  sum  of  ^200  at  the  least  to 
good  behaviour,  and  bo  continue  bound  uutii  such  time  as  the 
persons  so  bound  do  conform  themaeiyeB  .  .  . 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person,  body 
politic  or  corporate  ,  .  ,  shall  keep  any  schoolmaster,  which 
shall  not  repair  to  church  as  is  aforesiiid,  or  be  allowed  by  the 
bishop  or  ordinary  of  the  diocese  where  such  Bchoolai aster  shall 
be  so  kept  [such  person,  &c.j,  shall  forfeit  for  every  month  so 
keeping  him  £10;  ,  .  .  and  such  schoolmaster  or  teacher 
presuming  to  teach  contrary  to  this  Act  .  ,  .  shall  be  disabled 
to  be  a  teacher  of  youth,  and  shall  Buffer  imprisonment  without 
bail  for  one  year. 

VI.  And  be  it  likewise  enacted,  That  all  oflences  against  this 
Act,  or  against  the  Acts'  of  the  first,  fifth  or  thirteenth  years 
of  her  Majesty's  reign,  touching  acknowledging  of  her  Majesty's 
supreme  government  ill  causes  ecclesiastical,  or  other  matters 
touching  the  seiTice  of  God,  or  coming  to  church,  or  estahlish- 
inent  of  true  religion  in  this  i^calm,  shall  be  inqnirable  as  well 
before  justices  of  peace  as  other  justices  named  in  tlie  same 
statutes,  within  one  year  and  a  day  after  every  such  offeuce 
committed  .  .  . 

VII.  Be  it  likewise  enacfed.  That  justices  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  and  justices  of  assize  and  of  gaoI-delivery  aJmJl 
have  power  to  hear  and  determine  idl  offences  against  this 
statute,  and  justices  of  peace  in  their  opeu  quarter  sessions 
of  peace  shall  have  power  to  inquire,  hear  and  determine  ail 
offences  against  this  Act,  except  treason  and  misprision  of 
treason  .  .  . 

VIII.  And  be  it  likewise  enacted.  That  all  forfeitures  of  any 
Eums  of  money  limited  by  this  Act  shall  be  divided  in  three 
equal  parts,  whereof  one  third  part  shall  be  to  the  Queen's 
Majesty  to  her  own  use,  one  other  third  part  to  the  Queen's 
Majesty  for  relief  of  the  poor  in  the  parish  where  the  offence 
shall  be  committed  .  .  . ,  and  the  other  third  part  to  such  person 
as  will  sue  for  the  same  . .  . 

^  I  Elii.  I  oiid  a :  5  GliK.  I  l  1 5  KIlz.  A. 
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An  Act  against  mdttiotcs  words  and  rwminira  'uttered  against  the 
Queen's  most  enxdhnt  Majesty. 

I.  "Whereas  by  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm,  already 
made  against  Eeditious  words  and  ruraours  uttered  against  the 
Queen's  most  excellent  Majesty,  there  is  not  sufficient  and 
condign  punishment  provided  for  to  supjirees  the  malice  of 
such  as  be  evil  affected  towards  her  Highness :  he  it  therefore 
enacted.  That  if  any  person  .  .  .  shall  advisedly  and  with 
a  malicious  intent  .  .  .  speak  any  false,  seditions  and  slanderous 
news,  ruraours,  sayings  or  tales  against  our  said  most  natural 
Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen's  Majesty  that  now  is,  that  then 
every  such  person,  heiiig  thereof  lawfully  convicted  or  attainted 
in  form  hereafter  in  this  present  Act  expressed,  shall  for  every 
such  first  offence  either  be  in  some  market  place  within  the 
ahire,  city  or  borough  where  the  said  words  were  spoken,  set 
openly  upon  the  pillory  ...  if  it  shall  fortune  to  be  without 
any  city  or  town  corporate,  and  if  it  shall  happen  to  be  within 
any  city  or  town  corporate  ...  to  have  both  his  ears  cut  off; 
or  at  the  election  of  tbe  offender  pay  £aoo  to  the  Queen's 
Highness'  use  .  .  .  and  also  shall  suffer  impiisonment  by  the 
space  of  six  months  . .  . 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  persons  which  shall 
advisedly  and  with  malicious  intent  against  our  said  Sovereign 
Lady  report  any  faise,  seditious  and  slanderous  news,  rumours 
or  tales,  to  the  slander  and  defamation  of  our  said  Sovereign 
Ijady  the  Queen's  Majesty  that  now  is,  of  the  speaking  or 
reporting  of  any  other,  that  then  all  persons  so  reporting,  being 
thereof  convicted  and  attainted  in  form  hereafter  in  this  Act 
expressed,  shall  for  every  such  first  offence  either  be  in  some 
market  place  within  the  shire  ...  or  town  where  the  said  words 
were  reported  Eet  openly  upon  the  pillory  ...  if  it  shall  fortune 
to  be  without  any  city  or  town  corporate,  and  if  it  shall  happen 
to  he  withi-:i  any  city  or  town  corporate  ...  to  have  one  of  his 
eara  cut  of';  or  at  the  election  of  the  offender  pay  zoo  marks 
to  the  Queen's  Highness'  use  ... ,  and  shall  also  suffer  imprison- 
ment by  tl  e  space  of  three  months  .  .  . 
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III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  person  once 
lawfully  convicted  for  any  of  the  offences  aforesaid,  do  after- 
wards eftsoones  offend  in  any  of  the  offences  aforesaid,  that  then 
every  such  second  offence  to  he  deenied  felony,  and  the  offender 
to  suffer  such  paios  of  death  and  forfeiture  as  in  case  of  felony, 
without  aa>  benefit  of  cleigy  or  sanetuarj 

IV  And  be  it  furthei  enacted  That  if  any  person  either 
within  this  reilm  or  in  any  other  [lace  out  of  the  Queens 
dominims  •\i\\\  -jdvisedly  and  with  1  mabcious  intent  again  t 
our  Baid  8oveiei„a  Lidy  device  ind  wiite  print  or  set  forth 
any  manner  of  book  or  wiitiig    containing   any  false 

seditious  and  slanderous  matter  to  the  defimation  of  the 
Queen  a  Maje'st\  ti  at  now  is  or  to  the  encouraging  of  anv 
insurrection  01   rebellion  within  th  a   realm  or  if  anv 

j  eraoQ  eitl  er  within  this  realm  or  in  anj  otl  er  phce 

fut  of  the  Queens  donnnions  ehill  advisedly  and  with  a 
mahcions  intent  aiicaiii^t  our  said  bovereign  Lady  cause  an^ 
sui,h  book  or  writing  to  be  written  printed  published  or 
set  forth  an!  the  said  offence  not  being  punishable  bv  the 
btatute'  made  in  the  'Sth  jear  of  the  reign  of  Kic^  Edwaid 
the  Third  concerning  treason  [&.c  ]  or  by  any  other  stitute 
whereby  an'i  offente  js  made  treason  that  then  every  such 
offence  ihall  be  deemed  felonj  ind  the  offenders  therein 
shall  suffer  such  puns  of  deith  and  torfeituie  as  m  case  of 
felony  is  used,  without  any  feenefat  of  clergy  or  sanctuary  — 

V.  And  for  (hat  divers  persons  wickedly  disposed  and  for- 
getting their  duty  and  allegiance  have  of  late  not  only  wished 
her  Majesty's  death,  but  also  by  divers  means  practised  and 
sought  to  know  how  long  her  Highness  should  live,  and  who 
should  reign  after  her  decease,  and  what  changes  and  alterations 
should  thereby  happen ;  ...  be  it  also  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  .  .  .  during  the  life  of  our  said  Sovereign  Lady  the 
Queen's  Majesty  that  now  is,  either  within  her  Highness' 
dominions  or  without,  shall  by  setting  or  erecting  any  figure  or 
by  casting  of  nativities  or  by  calculation  or  hy  any  prophesying, 
witchcraft,  conjurations,  or  other  like  unlawful  mians  what- 
Boever,  seek  to  ^now,  and  shall  set  forth  by  expi'e^s  words, 
deeds  or  writings,  how  long  her  Majesty  shall  live,  or  who  shall 
'  if  E.  m.  (5)  a. 
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reign  a  king  or  queen  of  this  realm  of  England  after  her 
Highness'  decease,  or  else  shall  advisedly  and  with  a  malicious 
intent  against  her  Highness,  utter  any  manner  of  direct 
prophecies  to  any  such  ioteot,  or  shall  ntaliciously  by  any 
words,  writing  or  printing  desire  the  death  or  deprivation  of 
our  Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen's  Majesty  that  now  is  . .  .  that 
then  every  such  offence  shall  be  felony,  and  every  offender 
therein,  and  also  all  Ids  aiders  [&cl,  shall  be  judged  as  felons 
and  shall  suffer  pains  of  death  and  forfeit  as  in  case  of  felony  is 
used,  without  any  benefit  of  clergy  or  sanctuary. 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  justices  of  King's 
Bench,  justices  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  justices  of  assizes  .  .  . 
in  their  'even  1  circuits  and  justices  of  genei  al  gaol  delivery 
sliall  have  full  power  to  11  quire  oi  and  to  hear  and  detemune 
all  the  offences  ifofcsiud  and  that  the  ]  arty  mdittel  and 
aridi„iied  of  aij  the  offences  afore  aid  shall  hive  id\antage 
of  all  manner  of  challenges  to  the  luij  as  m  trial  of  felony  ifc 
used  and  also  that  all  3ustn.es  of  jeate  in  then  general 
or  quartet  ses'iions  shall  have  full  power  to  inquue  of  all  the 
offences  aforesaid  and  to  cause  the  offenders  theiem  to  he 
indicted  without  anj  further  proteeding  theiem  ani  that  aho 
e\ery  justice  of  peace  shall  hive  full  power  to  coinrait  any 
person  being  vehementh  suspected  of  anj  the  said  offences  to 
waid  unless  he  do  put  in  sureties  to  make  his  per'tonal  a].pear 
ance  at  the  next  quaiitr  sessions  01  gaol  deli\erj  and  in 
default  of  finding  suck  suretie*  then  to  commit  him  to  prison 
there  to  remain  until  he  <^11  find  suieties  for  his  appearance 
B&  IB  aforesaid. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  offences  made  felony 
by  this  Act,  which  hereafter  shall  be  committed  out  of  this 
realm  of  England,  shall  be  from  henceforth  inquiied  of,  heard 
and  determined  before  the  Queen's  Majesty's  justices  of  her 
bench  for  pleas  to  be  holden  before  herself,  by  good  and  lawful 
men  of  the  same  county  where  the  same  bench  sha^l  be  kept,  in 
like  manner  as  if  the  same  offences  had  been  committed  within 
the  same  county  . . , 

VIII.  Provided  that  no  manner  of  person  shall  be  molested- 
or  impeached  for  any  of  the  offences  .  .  .  aforesaid,  unless  he  he 
thereof  accused  within  one  month  next  after  such  words  so 
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spoken  or  reported  before  some  one  justice  of  peace  .  .  . ;  anJ 
unless  such  offender  also  be  iodicted  within  one  year  next  after 
his  offence  eo  3up|iosed  to  be  committed. 

IX.  Provided  also  that  every  sucii  mayor  ...  or  other  head 
officer  of  cities,  boroughs  and  tawns  coi'porate,  which  have 
jurisdiction  ...  to  hold  and  keep  Bessions  as  justices  of  the 
peace,  shall  as  well  arrest  and  commit  to  ward  or  bail .  ,  .  every 
person  vehemently  suspected  of  any  the  offences  aforesaid,  as 
also  to  inquire  of  nil  the  offences  aforesaid,  and  to  proceed  to 
the  indicting  of  every  such  offender  without  any  further  pro- 
ceeding therein  .  ,  . 

XIII.  Provided  that  no  person  sliall  be  hereafter  indicted 
or  attainted  for  any  offence  as  aforesaid  unless  the  same  offence 
be  proved  by  .  .  ,  two  sufficient  witneEses  at  the  time  of  his 
indictment;  which  said  witiiefses  . .  ,  shall  be  brought  forth  in 
person  before  tbe  party  so  arraigned  face  to  face,  and  there  shall 
openly  declare  all  they  can  say  against  the  said  party  so  indicted, 
unless  the  said  party  shall  willingly  and  without  violence  confess 

XV.  And  he  it  likewise  enacted.  That  this  Act  nor  anything 
therein  contained  shall  ...  be  in  foi'ce  for  any  longer  time  than 
only  during  the  natural  life  of  our  said  Sovereign  Lady  the 
Queen's  most  excellent  Majesty  that  now  is;  whom  God  long 
preserve  to  his  glory,  her  Highness'  honour  and  safety,  and  to 
a  wealth  of  all  her  Majesty's  dominions.     Amen. 


Fifth  Parliament. 

Hov.  23, 1584— March  28, 1585. 

2j  Eijz.  Cap.  I. 

An  Act  fivr  proviKion  to  be  made  for  the  $urKiy  of  the  Queen's 

Majesty's  most  roj/al  person  and  the  continuance  of  the  realm 

in  peace. 

I.  Forasmuch  as  the  good  felicity  and  comfort  of  the  whole 

estate  of  this  realm  consisteth  (only  next  under  God)  in  the 

surety  and  preservation  of  the  Queen's  most  excellent  Majesty ; 

and  for  that  it  hath  manifestly  appeared  that  sundry  wicked 
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plota  aad  means  have  of  late  been  devised  and  laid,  as  well  in 
foreign  parts  beyond  the  seaa  as  also  wltliiQ  this  realm,  to  the 
great  endangering  of  her  Highness'  most  royal  person,  and  to 
the  ntter  ruin  of  the  whole  common  weal,  if  by  God's  merciful 
providence  the  same  had  not  been  revealed :  therefore  for 
preventing  of  audi  great  perils  ...  be  it  enacted,  If  at  any  time 
after  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  Parliament,  any  open 
invasion  or  rebellion  shall  be  made  into  or  within  any  of  her 
Majesty's  domiuious,  or  any  act  attempted  tending  to  tlie  hurt 
of  her  Majesty's  most  royal  person,  by  or  for  nay  person  that 
may  pretend  any  title  to  the  crown  of  this  realm  after  her 
Majesty's  decease  ;  or  if  anything  shall  be  compassed  or  imagined 
tending  to  the  hurt  of  her  Majesty's  royal  person  by  any  person 
or  with  the  privity  of  any  person  that  may  pretend  title  to  the 
crown  of  this  realm ;  That  then,  by  her  Majesty's  commission 
under  her  Great  Seal,  the  Lords  and  others  of  her  Highness' 
Privy  Cotmcil  and  such  other  Lords  of  Parliament  to  be  named 
by  her  Majesty  as  with  the  said  Privy  Council  shall  make  up 
the  number  of  twenty-four  at  the  least,  having  with  them  for 
their  assistance  in  that  behalf  such  of  the  judges  of  the  Courts 
of  iiecord  at  Westittinster  as  her  Highness  shall  for  that  purpose 
assign  . . ,,  shall  by  virtue  of  this  Act  have  authority  to  examine 
all  the  offences  aforesaid  and  all  circumstances  thereof,  and 
thereupon  to  give  sentence  or  judgment  as  upon  good  pi-oof 
the  matter  shall  appear  unto  them :  and  that  after  such  sentence 
or  judgment  given  and  declaration  thereof  made  and  published 
by  her  Majesty's  Proclamation  under  the  Great  Seal  of  England, 
all  persons  against  whom  such  sentence  or  judgment  shall  be  so 
given  and  published  shall  be  excluded  and  disabled  for  ever  to 
have  or  claim  .  . .  the  crown  of  this  realm  . .  . :  and  that  there^ 
upon  all  her  Highness'  subjects  may  lawfully  ...  by  all  forcible 
and  possible  means  pursue  to  death  every  such  wicked  person, 
by  whom  or  by  whose  means,  assent  or  privity  any  such 
invasion  or  rebellion  shall  be  in  form  aforesaid  denounced  to 
have  been  made,  or  such  wicked  act  attempted,  or  other  thing 
compassed  or  imagined  against  her  Majesty's  person,  and  all 
their  aiders  [&c.]  :  and  if  any  such  detestable  act  shall  be 
executed  against  her  Highness"  most  royal  person,  whereby  her 
Majesty's  life  shall  be  taken  away  (which  God  of  his  great^ 
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mercy  forbid),  that  tlien  every  such  pereim  by  or  for  whom  any 
such  act  sbali  be  executeil  and  then  issues  heing  any  wise 
assenting  or  privy  to  (he  same  shall  he  excluded  and  disabled 
for  ever  to  have  or  claim  the  "aid  crown  of  this  realm  . .  . ; 
and  that  all  the  subjects  of  thi?  leihn  may  lawiuUy,  by  all 
forcible  and  possible  meani  pursue  to  death  every  such  wicked 
person  by  whom  or  by  ■whose  means  any  such  detestable  fact 
shall  be  in  form  heieifter  expressed  dencuiiced  to  have  been 
committed,  and  also  their  issues  bemg  any  way  assenting  or 
privy  to  the  same,  and  all  their  aiders  [&c.] 

II.  And  to  the  end  that  the  intention  of  this  law  may  be 
effectually  executed,  if  her  Majesty's  life  shall  be  taken  away 
by  any  violent  or  unnatural  means  (which  God  defend) ;  be  it 
further  enacted.  That  the  Loids  aud  others  which  shall  be  of 
her  Majesty's  Privy  Council  at  the  time  of  such  her  decease  .  .  . 
joining  uuto  tbem  for  their  better  assistance  five  other  Earls 
and  seven  other  Lords  of  Parliament  at  the  least  (foreseeing 
that  none  of  the  said  Earls,  Lords  or  council  be  known  to  be 
persons  that  make  any  title  to  the  crown),  those  persons  which 
were  Chief  Justices  of  every  Bench,  Master  of  the  Kolls  and 
Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer  at  the  time  of  her  Majesty's 
deatli,  or  in  default  of  the  said  Justices,  Master  of  the  Eolls 
and  Chief  Baron,  some  other  of  those  which  were  Justices  of 
some  of  the  Courts  of  Eecord  at  Westminster  at  the  time  of  her 
Highness'  decease  to  supplv  their  places    or  any  twenty  four 
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prosecution  of  the  said  offenders;  and  if  any  such  power  and 
force  Bhall  be  levied  or  stirred  in  distui-bance  of  the  due  exe- 
cution of  tliia  law  by  any  person  that  may  pretend  any  title  to 
the  crown  of  this  realm  .  ,  .,  tliat  then  every  such  person  shaU 
be  tlieiefoi-e  excluded  and  disabled  for  ever  to  have  or  claim 
, .  .  the  crown  of  this  realm. .  ,  . 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  subjects  of  all 
her  Majesty's  dominions  shall  to  the  uttermost  of  their  power 
aid  tile  said  Council  [&e.]  in  all  thiugs  to  be  done  accoidiag  to 
this  law;  and  that  no  subject  of  this  realm  shall  m  any  wise 
be  impeached  in  body,  lands  or  goods  at  any  time  hereafter 
for  anylhing  to  be  done  according  to  this  law.  .  .  . 

IV.  And  whereas  of  late  many  of  her  Majesty's  good  and 
faithful  subjects  have,  in  the  name  of  God  and  with  the  testi- 
mony of  good  consciences,  by  one  uniform  manner  of  writing 
under  their  bands  and  seals  and  by  their  several  oaths  volun- 
tarily taken,  joined  themselves  together  in  one  bond  and 
RSFOciaiion,  to  withstand  and  revenge  to  the  uttermost  all  such 
malicious  actions  and  attempts  against  her  Majesty's  most 
royal  person :  ...  be  it  enacted,  That  the  same  association  and 
every  article  and  sentence  therein  contained,  as  well  concerning 
the  disabling  of  any  person  that  may  pretend  any  title  to  come 
to  the  crown  of  this  realm,  and  also  for  the  pursuing  ...  of 
any  person  for  any  such  wicked  act  or  attempt  as  is  mentioned 
in  the  same  association,  shall  be  in  all  things  expounded  and 
adjuilged  according  to  the  true  meaning  of  tliia  Act,  and  not 
otherwise  nor  against  any  other  person. 

27  Eliz.  Cap.  II. 

An  Act  against  Jesuits,  seminary  priests  awl,  svxk  other  like 

disobedient  persons. 

1.  "Whereas  divers  persons  called  or  professed  Jesuits,  seminary 
priests  and  other  priests,  which  have  been  and  from  time  to 
time  are  made  in  the  parts  beyond  the  seas,  according  to  the 
order  and  rites  of  the  Eomish  Church,  have  of  late  years  conie 
.  . ,  and  daily  do  come  .  .  .  into  this  realm  of  England  and  other 
the  Queen's  Majesty's  dominions,  of  purpose  <as  hath  appeared 
«a  well  by  sundry  of  their  own  examinations  ajid  coniessions, 
o  z 
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0,6  by  divers  other  manifest  means  and  proofs)  not  only  to  with- 
draw her  Highness'  subjects  from  their  due  obedience  to  her 
Majesty,  hut  also  to  stjr  up  and  move  sedition,  rebellion  and 
open  hostility  within  her  Highness'  dominions,  to  the  great 
endangering  of  the  safety  of  her  most  royal  per'JOn  and  to  the 
utter  ruin,  desolation  and  overthrow  of  the  whole  realm,  if  the 
same  be  not  the  sooner  by  some  good  means  foreseen  and  pre- 
vented :  for  reformation  whereof  be  it  enacted  ,  .  .  That  all 
Jesuits,  seminary  priests  and  other  priests  whatsoever  made  or 
ordained  ...  by  any  authority  . .  .  derived  . .  .  from  the  See  of 
Eome,  since  the  feast  of  the  Nativity  of  St  John  Baptist  in 
the  first  year  of  her  Highness'  reign,  shall  within  forty  days 
nest  after  the  end  of  this  present  session  of  Parliament,  depart 
out  of  this  realm  of  England  and  out  of  all  other  her  Highness" 
realms  and  dominions  . . . 

II,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful 
for  any  Jesuit,  seminary  priest  or  other  .  ,  .  ecclesiastical  person 
whatsoever,  being  bom  within  this  realm  . , .  and  heretofore  since 
the  said  feast  of  the  Nativity  of  St  John  Baptist  in  the  first  year 
of  her  Majesty's  reign  .  .  .  ordained  ...  by  any  authority  derived 
.  ,  .  from  the  See  of  Kome  ...  to  come  into  or  remain  in  any 
part  of  this  realm  .  . .  after  the  end  of  the  same  forty  days, 
other  than  in  such  special  cases  and  upon  such  special  occasions 
only  and  for  such  time  only  as  is  expressed  in  this  Act;  and 
if  he  do,  that  then  every  such  offence  shall  be  adjudged  to  be 
high  tieason,  and  every  person  so  offending  shall  for  his 
offence  be  adjudged  a  traitor  and  shall  suffer  ...  as  in  case  of 
high  treason ;  and  every  person  which,  after  the  end  of  the 
same  forty  days,  .  . .  shall  wittingly  and  willingly ...  aid  or 
maintain  any  such  Jesuit  [&c.]  as  is  aforesaid  .  .  .  shall  also  for 
such  offence  be  adjudged  a  felon,  without  benefit  of  clergy,  and 
suffer  death  and  forfeit  as  ia  case  of  one  attainted  of  felony. 

m.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  If  any  of  her  Majesty's 
subjects  {not  being  a  Jesuit ...  or  ecclesiastical  person  as  is 
before  mentioned)  now  being  or  wliich  hereafter  shall  be 
brought  up  in  any  college  of  Jesuits  or  seminary ...  in  the 
parts  beyond  the  seas  ■  .  .  shall  not,  within  sis  months  nest 
after  proclamation  in  that  behalf  to  be  made  in  the  city  of 
London  . . . ,  return  into  this  realm,  and  thereupon  within  two 
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(lays  next  after  such  return,  before  the  biahop  of  the  diocese  or 
two  justices  of  peace  of  the  county  where  he  shall  arrive, 
Euhmit  himself  to  her  Majesty  and  her  laws  and  take  the  oath 
set  forth  by  Act  in  the  fii-st  year  of  iier  reign ;  That  then 
every  such  person  which  shall  otherwise  return,  come  into  or 
be  in  this  realm. .  .  .  shall  also  he  adjudged  a  traitor,  and  suffer 
and  forfeit  as  in  case  of  high  treason. 

IV.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  If  any  pei-son  nnder  her 
Majesty's  subjection  or  obedience  shall  at  any  time  after  the 
end  of  the  said  forty  days,  by  way  of  exchange  or  by  any  other 
means  ■  . .  convey  ...  or  cause  to  be  conveyed  . .  .  over  the 
seua  .  .  .  into  any  foreign  parts,  or  shall  otherwise  .  . .  give  any 
money  or  other  relief  to  or  for  any  Jesuit  ...  or  ecclesiastical 
person  as  is  aforesaid,  or  for  the  maintenance  or  relief  of  any 
college  of  Jesuits  or  seminary  ...  in  any  the  parts  beyond  the 
teas  ...  or  of  any  person  then  being  of  or  in  the  same  colleges 
or  seminaries  ami  not  returned  into  this  realm  with  submission 
,  .  .  That  then  every  such  person  so  offending  for  the  same 
offence  shall  incur  the  penalty  of  praemunire,  mentioned  in  tine 
Statute  of  Praemunire  .  .  . 

v.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for 
any  person  under  her  Highness'  obedience,  at  any  time  after 
the  said  forty  days,  durbg  her  Majesty's  life  (which  God  long 
preserve)  to  send  his  or  her  child  or  other  person  being  under 
his  or  her  goveinment  into  any  the  parts  beyond  the  seas  out 
of  her  Highness'  obedience,  without  the  special  licence  of  her 
Majesty  or  of  four  of  her  Highness'  Privy  Council .  .  .  {except 
merchants  for  such  only  as  they  shall  eend  over  the  seas,  only 
about  their  trade  of  merchandize,  or  to  sei-ve  as  mariners,  and 
not  otherwise)  upon  pain  to  forfeit  for  every  such  their  offence 
the  sum  of  £100. 

VIII.  Provided  also.  That  this  Act  h  U  t  '  any  wise 
extend  to  any  such  Jesuit ...  or  ec  1  t  1  p  on  as  is 
before  mentioned,  as  shall  at  any  tim  w  th  tl  said  forty 
days  or  within  three  days  after  that  1  1  11  1  fter  come 
into  this  realm  .  ,  ,   submit  himself  t        m  hb  shop  or 

bishop  of  this  realm  or  to  some  just         f  p  thin  the 

county  where  he  shall  arrive  or  land  d  d  tl  pon  truly 
and  sincerely  . . .  take  the  said  oath     t  f    th  m        o  primo, 


yGoosle 


86  Elizabeth.  [ises. 

and  by  writing  under  liia  hand  confess  and  actiiowledge  and 
from  thenceforth  continue  his  due  obedience  unto  her  Highness' 
laws,  statutes  and  ordirauces .  , .  provided  in  causes  of  religion. 

XI.  And  be  it  also  further  enacted.  That  every  person  being 
subject  of  this  realm,  which  after  the  said  forty  days  shall 
know  that  any  such  Jesuit .  . .  oi-  otlier  priest  above-said  shall 
he  within  this  realm  .  ,  .  contrary  to  the  true  meaning  of  this 
Act,  and  shall  not  discover  the  same  unto  some  justice  of 
peace  or  other  higher  officer  within  twelve  days  next  after  bis 
said  knowledge  .  .  . ,  That  every  such  offender  shall  make  fine 
and  he  imprisoned  at  the  Queen's  plea,sure  , . . 

Xni.  Aad  be  it  also  enacted  .  ,  .  That  if  any  person  so  sub- 
mitting himself  as  aforesaid  do,  at  any  time  within  the  space  of 
ten  years  after  such  submission  made,  come  within  ten  miles  of 
such  pJace  where  her  Majesty  shall  be,  without  especial  licence 
from  her  Majesty  in  that  behalf .  .  ,  such  person  shall  take  no 
benefit  of  the  said  Bubmission,  hat  that  the  said  submission  shall 
be  void . . . 

27  Eliz.  Cap.  XIII. 

An  A  ct  for  the  follovdng  of  Rim  and  Cry. 

1.  Whereas  by  two  ancient  statutes  [Stat.  Wint.  1 3  E.  T.  (2)  1  ; 
28  B.  III.  11],  it  was  for  the  better  repressing  of  robberies  and 
felonies  among  other  things  enacted  that  if  the  country  do  not 
answer  for  the  bodies  of  such  malefactors  . . .  the  people  dwelling 
ia  the  countiy  shall  be  answerable  for  tlie  robberies  done , . . ,  so 
that  the  whole  hundred  where  the  robberies  shall  he  done  .  . . 
shall  answer  the  robberies  done  . . . ;  forasmuch  as  the  said  parts 
of  the  said  several  statutes,  being  of  late  days  more  commonly 
put  in  execution  than  heretofore  they  have  been,  are  found  by 
experience  to  be  very  hard  and  extrem    t  f  tl     Queen's 

Majesty's  good  subjects,  because  by  th  m  t  tut  th  y  d 
remain  charged  with  the  penalties  th  t       d  n  t    th 

standing  their  inability  to  satisfy  th  d  th     gh  th  y 

do  as  much  as  in  reason  might  ber^ednp  mg  h 
malefactors,  (vhereby  lioth  large  scop      f      gl  g  g         t 

the  inhabitants  in  other  hundreds  and         t  t  t    p  t 

the  hue  and  cry  .  ■ . ,  by  i-eason  they  are  not  chargeable  for  any 
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portion  of  the  goods  robbed  .  . . ;  and  alao  great  encouragement 
is  likewise  given  unto  the  offendirs  to  commit  daily  more 
felonies  and  robberies,  as  seeing  it  in  manner  impossible  for 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  hundred  and  franchise  wherein  the 
robbery  is  committed  to  apprehend  them  without  the  aid  of  the 
other  hundreds  and  counties  adjoining ;  and  for  that  also  the 
party  robbed,  having  remedy  by  the  aforesaid  statutes  for  the 
recovering  of  his  goods  robbed  and  damages  gainst  the  in- 
habitants of  the  hundred  wherein  the  robbery  was  committed,  is 
many  times  negligent  in  prosecuting  the  said  malefactors  :  our 
Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen's  Majesty  .  .  .  doth  for  remedy 
heveof,  with  tlie  consent  of  the  Lords  [&e.]  . .  ,  enact  tliat  the 
inhabilants  of  any  such  hundred  ,  . .  wherein  negligence  .  .  . 
after  hue  and  cry  made  shall  happen  to  be  .  .  .  shall  answer  and 
sat iaty  the  one  moiety  of  all  such  sum.s  of  money  and  damages 
as  shall  by  force  of  the  said  statutes  be  recovered  or  had  against 
or  of  the  said  Imndred  ia  which  any  robbery  or  felony  shall  be 
committed ,  .  . 

VII  Provided  alsD,  That  no  person  robbed  shall  take  any 
benefit  by  virtue  of  any  the  said  former  statutes,  to  charge 
any  bundled  where  any  robbery  shall  be  committed,  except  he 
shall  commence  hie  suit  or  action  within  one  year  nest  after 
sui-h  robbery  so  to  be  committed. 

"VIII  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no  hue  or  cry  or 
pursuit  shall  be  taken  to  be  a  lawful  hue  and  cry  or  pursuit 
. ,  .  except  the  same  be  made  by  horsemen  and  footmen  . .  . 

IX.  And  be  it  further  also  enacted,  That  no  person . . .  shall 
.  . .  take  any  benefit  by  virtue  of  the  said  statutes,  except  the 
eaid  person  shall,  with  as  much  convenient  speed  as  may  be, 
give  notice  .  .  .  unto  some  of  the  inhabitants  cf  some  town, 
village  or  liamlet  near  unto  the  place  where  any  such  rftbbery 
shall  be  committed ;  nor  shall  bring  any  action  by  virtue  of  any 
the  statutes  aforesaid,  except  he  shall  first  within  twenty  days 
nest  before  sneb  action  to  be  brought,  be  examined  upon  his 
corporal  oath  .  .  .  whether  he  know  the  parties  that  committed 
the  said  robbery  ;  and  if  upon  such  examination  it  be  oonlessed 
that  he  know  the  parties  .  .  .  that  then  he  .  .  .  shall,  befoie  iJie 
said  action  be  commenced,  enter  into  sufficient  bond  by  re- 
cognisance .  .  .  eil'ectually  to  prosecute  the  fame  persons  so 
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known  to  have  committed  the  said  robbery  .  ,  .  according  to 
tlie  due  course  of  tbe  laws  of  this  realm. 


Sixth  Parliament. 


28  &  29  Elk.  Cap.  VI. 

An  Act  for  ths  more  speedy  and  due  exeavtion  of  certain  iranches 
of  the  atal»Ue^  made  in  the  twemiy-tMrd  year  of  Hi^  Queen's 
Majesty's  reign,  intitided,  An  Act  to  retain  t/ie  Queen's 
Majesty's  avhjeels  in  their  dne  obedience. 

I.  For  avoiding  of  all  frauds  and  delays  heretofore  practised 
or  hereafter  to  be  put  in  nre,  to  the  hindrance  of  the  due  and 
speedy  execution  of  the  statute  made  ...  in  the  twenty-third 
year  of  the  reign  of  oar  most  gracious  Sovereign  Lady  the 
Queen's  Majesty,  intituled  [as  above]  .  ,  . 

IV.  Be  it  also  enacted,  That  every  such  offender  in  not 
repairing  to  divine  service  ...  as  hereafter  shall  fortune  to  be 
thereof  once  convicted,  shall . .  .  pay  into  the  .  .  .  Exchequer 
after  the  rate  of  ^£20  for  every  month  which  shall  be  contained 
in  the  indictment  whereupon  such  conviction  shall  be  ;  and 
shall  also  for  every  month  after  such  conviction,  without  any 
other  indictment  or  conviction,  pay  into  tbe  .  ,  .  Eschequer 
aforesaid,  at  two  times  in  the  year,  that  is  to  say,  in  every 
Saater  Term  and  Michaelmas  Term,  as  much  as  then  shall 
remain  unpaid,  after  the  rate  of  £20  for  every  month  alter 
such  conviction  and  if  default  shall  be  made  in  any  part  of 
any  payment  afwesaid.  . , ,  that  then  the  Queen's  Majesty  shall 
and  may,  by  process  out  of  the  said  Exchequer,  seize  and  enjoy 
all  the  goods  and  two  pai'ts  ...  of  all  tlie  lands,  tenements 
[&c,]  of  such  offender  ,  ,  ,.  leaving  the  third  part  only  of  the 
same  lands,  tenements  [&c.]  for  the  maintenance  of  the  same 
offender,  his  wife,  children  and  family  .  . . 
■  33  EiiE.  1. 
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Seventh  Parliament. 

Feb.  4- March  28,  1589. 
(No  Aofcs  printed  heie.) 


Eighth  Parliament. 

Peb.  19— April  10, 1583. 

35  Eliz.  Cap.  L 

An  Act  to  retain  the  Qumi's  suJyeets  in 

For  the  preventing  and  avoiding  of  such  great  ii 
and  perils  as  might  happen  and  growby  the  wicked  and  dangerous 
practices  of  seditious  sectaries  and  disloyal  persons;  be  it 
eiiact«d  . .  .  That  if  any  person  above  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
which  shall  obstinately  refuse  to  repair  to  some  churcti.  chapel 
or  usual  place  of  common  prayer,  to  hear  divine  service 
established  by  her  Majesty's  laws  and  statutes  in  that  behalf 
made,  and  shall  forbear  (o  do  the  same  by  the  space  of 
a  month  next'  after  without  lawful  cause,  ehall,  at  any  time 
after  forty  davs  next  after  the  end  of  this  session  of  parliament, 
by  printing,  writing  or  express  words  or  speeches  ...  go 
about  to  persuade  any  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  ...  to  deny  .  .  . 
her  Majesty's  power  and  authoiity  in  canses  ecclesiastical .  .  , ; 
or  to  that  end  shall  .  . .  persuade  any  other  person  whatsoever 
to  abstain  from  coming  to  church  to  hear  divine  service  or  to 
receive  the  Communion  according  to  her  Majesty's  laws  and 
statutes  aforesaid,  or  to  be  present  at  any  unlawful  assemblies, 
conventicles  or  meetings  nnder  pretence  of  any  exercise  of 
religion,  contrary  to  her  Majesty's  said  laws  and  statutes ;  or  if 
any  person  which  shall  obstinately  refuse  to  repair  to  some 
church  [&c.],  and  shall  forbear  by  the  space  of  a  month  to  hear 
divine  service,  as  is  aforesaid,  shall  after  the  said  forty  days  .  .  . 
be  present,  at  any  such  assemblies,  conventicles  or  meetings  .  ,  . 
contrary  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm  .  .  . ;  That  then 
every  such  peison  .  . .,  being  thereof  lawfully  convicted,  shall 
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of  the  parish ;  that  in  eveiy  such  ease  every  such  offender, 
being  thereunto  warned  or  required  by  any  justice-  of  the  peace 
of  the  same  county  where  such  offender  shall  then  be,  shall  upon 
his  corporal  oath  before  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  open 
quarter  sessiona  of  the  same  county  or  at  the  assizes  and  gaol- 
delivery  of  the  same  county  before  the  justices  of  the  s.ime 
assizes  and  gaol-delivery  abjure  this  realm  of  England  and  all 
other  the  Queen's  Majesty's  dominions  for  ever,  unless  her 
Majesty  shall  license  the  party  to  leturn.  . .  . ;  and  if  any  such 
ffender  *  h'ch  by  the  ieu  r  of  this  A  t  is  to  be  abjured,  shall 
lutmli  Ibjtn  ft  1    abjuration  made 

hlltgt         hh  Iwth  h  time  as  is  before 

ppo    td      dfmthn     dpfc      tfth      realm  according 
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service,  and  at  service-time,  bel        t  rm  d  f 
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the  Gospel,  nialte  public  and  open  submission  and  declaration 
of  his  conformity  to  her  Majesty's  laws  and  statutes,  as  here- 
after in  this  Act  is  appointed ;  that  then  the  same  offender 
shall  thereupon  be  clearly  discharged  of  the  penaHies  imposed 
by  this  Act  for  any  of  the  offences  aforesaid :  the  same  sub- 
mission to  be  made  as  hereafter  followeth,  that  is  to  say  : 

I  A.  B.  do  humbly  confess  and  acknowledge  that  I  have 
grievously  offended  God  in  contemning  her  Majesty's  godly  and 
lawful  government  and  authority,  hy  absenting  myself  from 
church  and  from  hearing  divine  service,  contrai'y  to  the  godly 
laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm,  and  in  using  and  frequenting 
disordered  and  unlawful  conventicles  and  assemhiies  under 
pretence  and  colour  of  exercise  of  religion;  and  Tam  heartily 
sorry  for  the  same,  and  do  acknowledge  and  testify  in  my  con- 
science, that  no  other  person  hath  or  ought  to  have  any  power 
or  authority  over  her  Majesty;  and  I  do  promise  and  protest, 
without  any  dissimulation  or  any  colour  or  means  of  any  dis- 
pensation, that  from  henceforth  I  will  from  time  to  time  obey 
and  perform  her  Majesty's  laws  and  statutes,  in  repairing  to 
the  church  and  hearing  divine  service,  and  do  my  utteimoBt 
endeavour  to  maintain  and  defend  the  same: 

And  that  every  minister  or  curate  of  every  parish  where 
such  submission  ,  .  .  shall  hereafter  be  so  made  .  .  .  shall  pre- 
sently ent«r  the  same  into  a  book  .  .  .  and  . . .  shall  certify  the 
same  in  writing  to  the  bishop  of  the  said  diocese. 

V.  And  for  that  every  person  having  house  and  family  is  in 
duty  bound  to  have  special  regard  of  the  good  government  and 
ordering  of  the  same,  be  it  enacted,  That  if  any  person  shall  at 
any  time  hereafter  relieve,  maintiiiu,  retain  or  keep  in  his  house 
or  otherwise  any  person  which  shall  obstinately  refuse  to  come 
to  some  church  [&c.]  to  hear  divin^service  .  , .  that  then  every 
person  which  shall  so  relieve  [&c.]  any  such  person  offending 
aa  aforesaid,  after  notice  thereof  to  bim  given  hy  the  ordinaiy 
of  the  diocese  or  any  justice  of  assizes  of  the  circuit  or  acjy 
justice  of  peace  of  the  county  or  the  minister,  curate  or  church- 
wardens of  the  parish  where  such  person  shall  then  be,  shall 
forfeit  to  the  Queen's  Majesty  for  every  person  so  relieved 
[&c.]  ...  as  aforesaid,  £  10  ior  every  month  that  he  shall  so 
relieve  [&c.]  any  such  person  so  offending. 
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VI.  Provided  never tlielesB,  That  tliis  Act  sliall  not  in  any  wise 
extend  to  punish  or  impeact  any  person  for  relieving  [&o.]  hia 
wife,  father,  mother,  child,  wai-d,  brother  or  sister,  or  hia  wife's 
father  or  mother,  not  having  any  certain  place  of  habitation  of 
their  own,  or  the  husbands  or  wives  of  any  of  them  . ,  . 

X.  Provided  also  Th  t  e  y  perso  that  shall  abjure  by 
force  of  this  Act,  or      f       to     bj       b      g  th  t    reqniied 

as  aforesaid,  shall  f  1  t  t  h  M  j  ty  11  1  g  ods  and 
chattels  for  ever;  a  d  h  H  f  th  1  all  hi  1  da  [&c.] 
during  the  life  only    f       h    ff     1  d        1  .  .  , ;  but 

that  the  heir  of  every       ii    ff    d  m  y    ft     tl     death  of 

every  [such]  offender  j  th  1  d  [&  ]  f  h  ff  der  ,  .  . ; 
and  this  Act  to  coni  1     g     t!       t    th      nd    f  the  next 

session  of  Parliament 

35  E        C       II 

An  A       J  P  p  hR     IS    t 

I.  For  the  better  1  g      d         1  f       h  traiteroua 

and  most  dangerous  conspiracies  and  attempts,  as  are  daily 
devised  and  practised  against  our  most  gracious  Sovereij^  Lady 
the  Queen's  Majesty  and  the  hapjjy  estate  of  this  Common- 
weal by  sundry  wiclsed  and  seditions  persons,  who  terming 
themselves  Catholics  and  being  indeed  spies  and  intel- 
ligencers not  only  for  her  Miijesty's  foreign  enemies  but  also 
for  rebellious  and  traiterous  subjects  born  within  her  Highness' 
dominions,  and  hiding  their  most  detestable  and  devilisli  pur- 
poses under  a  false  pretext  of  religion  and  conscience,  do  secretly 
wander  and  shift  from  place  to  place  within  this  i-eaiui,  to 
corrupt  and  seduce  her  Majesty's  subjects,  and  to  stir  them  to 
sedition  and  rebdlion ;  Be  it  enacted  .  .  .  That  every  person 
alwDve  the  age  of  sixteen  y*ars,  born  within  any  the  Queen's 
Slajesty's  dominions  or  made  denizen,  being  a  Popish  recusant 
and  before  the  end  of  this  session  of  Parliament  convicted  for 
not  repairing  to  some  church,  chapel  or  usual  place  of  common 
prayer  to  hear  divine  service  there  .  .  ,  and  having  any  certain 
place  of  abode  within  this  realm,  shall  within  forty  days  next 
after  the  end  of  this  session  of  Parliament  (if  they  be  within 
this  realm,  and  not  restrained  ("by  various  specified  hindrances] 

'  Conliiraed  by  39  Eliz,  l8;  43Eliz.  9;  1  Jao,  L  25;  al  J»o.  I.  33. 
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.  , ,)  repair  to  their  place  of  dwelling  where  they  usually  hereto- 
fore made  their  common  abode,  and  £haO  not  any  time  after 
remove  above  five  miles  from  thence  .  .  . ,  upon  pain  that  every 
person  that  shall  offend  against  the  tenor  of  this  Act  in  any- 
thing before-mentioned  shall  forfeit  all  his  goods  and  chattels, 
and  shall  also  forfeit  to  the  Queen's  Majesty  all  [liis]  lands 
[&c.]  during  the  life  of  the  same  offender. 

II.  And  be  it  also  enacted.  That  every  person  above  the  age 
of  sisteen  years,  born  within  any  her  Majesty's  dominions,  not 
having  any  certain  place  of  abode  within  this  realm,  and  being 
a  Popish  recusant,  not  usually  repairing  to  some  church  [&c.], 
shall  within  forty  days  next  after  the  end  of  this  session  of 
Parliament  if  they  he  then  within  the  realm  and  not  restrained 
[as  above]  repair  to  the  place  where  such  person  was  bom,  or 
where  the  father  or  mother  of  such  person  shall  then  be  dwel- 
ling, and  shall  not  at  any  time  after  rerao7e  above  five  miles 
from  thence,  upon  pain  [as  above]. 

IV.  [Recusants  to  notify  their  place  of  abode.] 

V.  [Recusants  not  having  lands  or  goods  to  a  oeriain  amount, 
transgressing  this  Act,  to  abjure  the  realm,] 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  which 
shall  be  suspected  to  be  a  Jesuit,  seminary  or  massing  priest, 
being  examined  by  any  person  having  lawful  authority  in  that 
behalf  to  examine  such  person  which  shall  be  so  suspected, 
shall  refuse  to  answer  directly  and  truly  whether  he  be  a 
Jesuit  or  [&c.]  as  is  aforesaid,  every  such  person  so  refusing  to 
answer  shall  ...  be  committed  to  prison  by  such  as  shall 
examine  him  ,  ,  .  and  thereupon  shall  remain  in  prison  without 
bail  or  mainprize,  ontil  he  shall  make  direct  and  true  answer 
to  the  said  questions  whereupon  he  shall  be  so  examined  ... 


Ninth  Parliament. 

Oct.  24,  1S87— Feb.  9,  15S8. 

39  &  40  Eliz.  Cap.  1. 

An  Act  against  the  decaying  ofioumn  and  houses  ofAusbandrp. 

I.  Where  a  good  part  of  the  strength  of  this  realm  congisieth 

in  the  number  of  good  and  able  subjects,  and  whereas   the 
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decays  of  towns  11  d  liabitations  have  been  by  the  sec  ent  law  3 
of  this  I'ealm  esteemed  an  high  offence  and  wheie  of  late  jeai'! 
more  than  in  times  past  theie  have  sundry  towns  piiishea  and 
houses  of  husbandry  been  destroyed  and  become  desolate  by 
means  wheieof  a  gieat  number  of  poor  jeople  aie  bee  me 
wandeiers,  idle  and  loose  wh  h  n  the  cause  of  infinite  11 
conveniences    be  it  theiefore  tnacted 

II.  ...  That  e\ery  house  that  now  hath  or  heretofore  hati 
had  twenty  acies  of  arable  land  meadow  and  pasture  oriaoie 
thereunto  beloncing  and  so  occupied  by  the  spaie  of  thre? 
years  together  at  any  time  since  the  beginnine  of  the  Queen  s 
Majesty's  reign  that  now  y*  and  which  is  net  or  i  afh  nit  hee  1 
the  castle  or  dwelling  house  of  any  nobleman  or  gentleniai 
nor  the  chief  mansion  house  of  any  manoi  is  and  shall  !  e 
adjudged  a  house  of  husbiudrv  for  evei 

III,  And  be  it  also  enacted  if  any  peisoa  or  persons  bodies 
pobtic  or  corpoiate  at  any  time  since  the  hegmn  n.;  of  1  er  oaid 
"Majesty's  reiEcn  or  hefoie  seven  ye^rs  lowlast  ptst  live 
suffered  to  he  decajed  01  wasted  any  «uch  house'^  of  hisbandiy 
that  in  eveiy  'juch  cite  the  offender  shall  build  or  repair 
upon  some  convenient  p%rt  of  the  sites  the  one  half  in 
number  of  such  houses  fo  deciyed  or  wa  ted  if  the  offender 
now  hath  or  si  all  Lave  in  his  u-^e  or  cecu]  ation  so  much  I 
the  lands  wl  ich  belonged  to  the  "ame  houses  as  will  suffice  to 
lay  thereof  fortj  aeies  of  arable  laid  meadow  and  px'iture  to 
every  of  the  etme  houses  and  hall  then  alac  jut  to  every 
of  the  same  houses  forty  acres  of  the  same  lands  at  the 
least .  . . :  and  if  any  of  the  ame  wastmgs  or  decajins;''  have 
happened  within  seven  years  the  iffendei's  having  in  then 
own  use  orocc  ipation  s>  much  of  the  lands  which  belonged  to  the 
same  houses  as  can  supply  every  of  the  "Jame  bouse  which 
had  before  belonging  unto  it  under  forty  acres,  with  twenty  acres 
of  arable  [&c.],  and  every  such  of  the  same  houses  which  before 
had  forty  acres  or  above  belonging  unto  it,  with  forty  acres  of 
arable  [&c.],  shall  build  or  repair  upon  some  convenient  part 
of  the  sites  .  .  .  the  whole  number  of  the  houses  so  decayed  ,  . . 

XI,  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  justices  of  assizes 
shall  have  full  power  to  inquire  of,  hear  and  determine  all  the 
aaid  de&ults  and  offences  ... 
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Husbandry  and  Tillage. 


XII.  .  .  ,  This  Act  to  eiiduie  but  to  the  end  of  the  next 
icssion  of  Parliament '. 


39  &  40  Eliz.  Cap.  II. 

An  Act  for  the  maintenance  of  husbandry  and  tillage. 
I.  Whereas  the  strength  and  flourishing  estate  of  this  kingdom 
, .  .  is  greatly  upheld  and  advanced  fcy  the  maintenance  of  the 
plough  and  tillage,  being  the  occasion  of  the  increase  and 
multiplying  of  people  both  for  service  in  the  wars  and  in  times 
of  peace,  being  also  a  principnl  mean  that  people  are  set  on 
work  and  thereby  withdrawn  from  idleness,  drunkenness,  un- 
lawful games  and  all  other  lewd  practices  ,  and  whereas  by 
the  same  means  ...  the  greater  part  of  the  subjects  are  preserved 
from  extreme  poverty  ,  .  .  and  the  wealth  of  the  realm  is  kept 
dispersed  and  distributed  in  many  hmda,  where  it  is  more 
ready  to  answer  all  necessary  charges  for  the  seiTice  of  the 
lealm ;  and  whereas  also  the  said  husbandry  and  tillage  is 
a  cause  that  the  realm  doth  more  stand  upon  it'eli,  without 
depending  upon  foreign  countries  eithei  for  bringing  in  of  corn 
in  time  of  scarcity,  or  for  vent  and  utteiance  of  our  own  com- 
modities being  in  over  great  abundance ,  and  wheieas  from  the 
twenty -seventh  year  of  King  Eeniy  the  Eighth  until  the  thirty- 
fifth  year  of  her  Majesty's  most  happy  reign  there  was  always 
in  force  some  law  which  did  ordain  i  conver-ion  and  con- 
tinuance of  a  certain  quantity  and  proportion  of  land  in  tillage 
not  to  be  altered;  and  that  in  the  last  PaiJiiment  ,  partly 
by  reason  of  the  great  plenty  and  cheapness  of  gram  .  .  and 
partly  by  reason  of  the  imperfection  and  obscurity  of  the  law 
made  in  that  case,  the  same  was  discontinued,  since  which  time 
there  have  grown  many  more  depopulations  by  turning  tillage 
into  pasture,  than  at  any  time  for  the  like  number  of  years 
heretofore ;  Be  it  enacted  .  .  .  That  whereas  any  lands  since  the 
seventeenth  of  November  in  the  first  year  of  her  Majesty's  reign 
have  been  converted  to  sheep -pastures  or  to  the  fatting  or 
grazing  of  cattle,  the  same  lands  having  been  tillable  lands  .  . . 
by  the  space  of  twelve  years  together  at  the  least  next  before 
such  conversion  .  ,  . ,  all  such  lands  shall  before  the  first  day 
'  Coiitjiiued  by  43  Eliz.  ^;  i  Jac.  T.  sj. 
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of  May,  1599,  be  restored  to  tillage  .  .  ■  and  bo  shall  be  con- 
tinued for  ever. 

II.  And  be  it  fm-tber  enacted.  That  all  lands  which  now  are 
used  in  tillage,  Laviog  been  tillable  lands  ...  by  the  space  of 
twelve  years  together  at  the  leaat .  .  . ,  shall  not  be  converted  to 
any  sheep-pasture  or  to  the  grazing  or  fattiag  of  cattle  ,  .  .  but 
shall .  .  .  continue  to  he  used  ia  tillage  for  corn  and  grain  and 
not  for  woad. 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  justices  of  assize 
or  justices  of  the  peace  ia  every  county  at  the  assizea  or  quarter 
or  general  seasiouB  shall  have  full  power  to  inquire,  hear  and 
determine  all  the  defaults  and  offences  committed  contrary  to 
this  Act  .  . . 

XV.  This  Act  to  endure  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
Parliament '. 

39  &  40  Eliz.  Cap.  III. 
An  A  et  for  ike  relief  of  the  Poor. 

I.  Be  it  enacted,  That  the  churchwardens  of  every  parish  and 
four  substantial  householders  there  being  subsidy  men,  or  (for 
want  of  subsidy  men)  four  other  siihstiintiid  householders  of  tlie 
said  parish,  who  shall  be  nominated  yearly  in  Easter  week  under 
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of  such  children  to  be  appventicea  ,  .  .  and  to  do  all  other  things 
,  . .  concerning  the  premises  as  to  them  shall  seeni  convenient : 
which  said  churchwardens  and  overseers  so  to  be  nominated  .  .  . 
shall  meet  together  at  the  least  once  every  month  in  the  church 
of  the  said  parish,  npon  the  Sunday  in  the  afternoon  after 
divine  service,  there  to  consider  of  some  good  course  to  be 
taken  ...  in  the  premises  ;  and  shall  within  four  days  after 
the  end  of  their  year,  and  after  other  overaeers  nominated  as 
aforesaid,  make  and  jield  up  to  such  two  justices  of  peace 
a  true  and  perfect  account  of  all  sums  of  money  hy  them 
received,  or  rated  and  cessed  and  not  received,  and  also  of  all 
such  stock  .  .  .  and  of  all  other  tilings  concerning  their  said 
office,  and  such  sams  of  money  as  shall  be  in  their  hands  shall 
pay  and  deliver  over  to  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers 
newly  nominated  and  appointed  as  aforesaid ;  upon  pain  that 
every  one  of  them  absenting  themselves  without  lawful  cause 
as  aforesaid  from  such  monthly  meeting  or  being  negligent  in 
tbeir  office  ...  to  forfeit  for  every  such  default  20s. 

II,  And  be  it  also  enacted.  That  if  the  said  justices  of  peace 
do  perceive  that  the  inhabitants  of  any  parish  are  not  able  to 
levy  among  themselves  sufficient  sums  of  money  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid,  that  then  the  said  justices  shall  tax  .  .  .  any  other  of 
other  parishes  . .  .  within  the  hundred  where  the  said  parish  is, 
to  pay  such  sums  of  money  ...  as  the  said  justices  shnll  think 
fit,  according  to  the  intent  of  this  law ;  and  if  the  said  hundred 
shall  not  be  thought  to  the  said  justices  able  to  relieve  the  said 
several  parishes  . ,  .  then  the  justices  of  peace  at  their  general 
quarter  sessions  shall  rate  and  assess  as  aforesaid  any  other 
of  other  parishes  ,  .  .  within  the  said  county  for  the  purposes 
aforesaid  as  in  their  discretion  shall  seem  fit 

III.  And  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  chuicbwardens 
and  overseers  Br  any  of  them  by  warrant  from  any  such  two 
justices  of  peace  to  levy  as  well  the  >iaid  sums  of  monev  of 
every  one  that  shall  refuse  to  contribute  b\  diitiees  and  sale 
of  the  offender's  goods,  as  the  sums  of  money  or  stock  which 
shall  be  behind  upon  any  account  to  be  made  as  aforesaid  .  .  . ; 
and  in  defect  of  such  distress  it  shall  he  lawful  for  any  Buch 
two  justices  of  the  peace  to  commit  him  to  prison,  there  to 
remain  .  . .  till  payment  of  the  said  sum  or  stock ;  and  the  said 
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ju'!fue=!  of  peace  or  anv  one  of  them  to  send  to  the  liouse  (f 
correction  such  aa  shall  not  employ  themselTee  to  work  beioE 
appointed  thereunto  as  aloresaid  and  also  any  two  such 
justices  of  peace  to  commit  to  pri=on  every  one  of  the  said 
churchwardens  and  overaeeia  which  ahiU  refuse  to  account 
there  to  remaan  till  he  have  made  a  true  account  aad  paid 
so  much  as  upon  the  said  account  shall  he  remammg  in  his 
hands 

IV  And  be  it  further  enacted  Tliit  it  shill  le  lawful  fcr 
the  said  chui  chw  ardeni  tnd  overseeis  by  the  i^isent  ot  anv  two 
justices  of  the  peace  to  bind  anv  such  children  as  aforesiid  tu 
be  appreitices  when  they  "hall  see  convenient  till  Bui-h  maii 
child  'ihall  come  to  the  ige  of  24  years  and  such  woman  child 
to  the  age  ot  21  jears 

"\  And  to  the  intent  that  neceasiiT  places  cf  habitation  nia\ 
more  conveniently  he  pro'vided  lor  such  poor  impotent  people 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  churchwai dens  and  overaeeia 
by  the  leave  of  the  lord  or  lord^  of  the  manor  whereof  -inv 
waste  or  common  within  their  piri=h  la  parcel  to  eiect  m 
fit  and  convenient  plices  of  habitition  m  such  waste  01 
(,omm<n  at  the  f,fneral  charges  of  the  ptri  h  or  otherwise  of 
the  hundred  or  couityaa  afoiesaid  ,  Lonventent  houses  of 
dwelhng  for  the  "laid  impotent  po  r 

\1  Provided  that  if  any  persona  shall  find  them=elvea 
grieved  with  any  cees  or  ta'^  or  other  act  done  by  the  ?ai  1 
churchwardens  and  other  persons  or  hj  the  said  justices  of 
peace  that  then  it  shall  he  lawful  for  the  justices  of  peace 
at  their  general  quarter  sessions  to  take  such  oider  therein  as 
to  them  shall  be  thought  convenient 

VII  And  be  it  further  enacted  That  tbe  pirents  or  children 
of  every  poor  and  impotent  perbon  being  of  sufRt-ient 

ability,  shall  at  their  own  chaises  relieve  andVnaintain  eveiy 
such  poor  pei-son  in  that  manner  and  according  to  that  rate 
as  by  the  justices  of  peace  .  .  .  shall  he  assessed;  upon  pain  that 
every  one  of  them  to  forfeit  20s.  for  every  month  which  they 
shall  fail  therein. 

VIII.  [Mayors  &c.  to  execute  this  Act  in  corporations.] 

IX.  [Provision  where  a  parish  extends  into  two  counties,  &c.] 
2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Thtd  ...  no  person  shall  go 
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wandering  abroad  and  beg  in  any  place  whatsoever,  by  licence 
or  without,  upon  pain  to  be  taken  and  punished  aa  a  rogue : 
provided  always  that  tliis  present  Act  shall  not  extend  to  any 
poor  people  which  shall  ask  relief  of  victuals  only  io  the  same 
parish  where  such  poor  people  do  dwell,  so  the  same  be  ,  ,  . 
according  to  surh  order  as  shall  be  made  by  the  churchwardtns 
and  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  satoe  parish  ,  .  . 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  penalties  and  for- 
feitures before  mentioned  in  this  Act  shall  be  employed  to  the 
use  of  the  poor  of  the  same  parish,  and  towards  a  stock  and  habi- 
tation for  them  and  other  ECoessary  uses  aod  relief .  . . 

XII.  And  forasmuch  as  all  begging  is  forbidden  by  this 
present  Act .  . ,  the  justices  of  peace  ,  .  .  shall  rate  every  parish 
to  such  a  weekly  sum  of  money  as  they  shall  tiiink  convenient,  so 
as  no  parish  be  rated  above  the  sum  of  6d.  norunder  the  sum  of  Jd. 
weekly,  and  so  as  the  total  sum  of  such  taxation  of  the  parishes 
in  every  county  amount  not  above  the  rate  of  zd.  for  every 
parish  in  the  said  county;  which  sums  so  taxed  shall  be  yearly 
assessed  by  the  agreement  of  the  parishioners  within  themselves, 
or  in  default  theieof  by  the  churchwardens  and  constables  .  .  . , 
or  in  default  of  their  agi-eement  by  the  order  of  such  justice  or 
justices  of  peace  as  shall  dwell  in  the  same  parish  ...  or  in  the 
parts  next  adjoining :  and  if  any  person  shall  refuse  or  neglect 
to  pay  any  such  portion  of  money  so  taxed,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  said  churchwardens  and  constables,  or  in  th 
for  the  justices  of  the  peace,  to  levy  the  same  by  t 
Bale  of  the  goods  of  the  party  so  refusing  or  neglecting  ,  .  . ;  and 
in  default  of  such  distress  it  shall  be  lawful  to  aoy  justice  of 
that  limit  to  commit  such  persons  to  prison  . , .  till  he  have 
paid  the  same, 

XIII.  And  he  it  also  enacted.  That  the  said  justices  of  the 
peace  at  their  general  quarter  sessions  . .  .  shall  set  down  what 
competent  sum  of  money  shall  be  sent  quarterly  out  of  every 
county  or  place  corporate  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  prisoners  of 
the  King's  Bench  and  Marshalsea,  and  also  of  such  hospitals 
and  almshouses  as  shall  be  is  the  said  county  ...  so  as  there  be 
sent  out  of  every  county  yearly  20s.  at  the  least  to  the  prisoners 
of  tte  King's  Bench  and  Marshalsea  ;  which  sums,  rateably  to 
be  assessed  upon  every  parish,  the  churchwardens  of  every  j3a';'iah 
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sliall  truly  ooDect  and  pay  over  to  the  high  constable  in  whose 
ilivision  such  parish  shall  be  situate  ,  .  .  quarterly  .  .  . ;  and 
every  such  constable  . .  ,  shall  pay  over  the  Eame  to  two  such 
justices  of  the  peace,  or  to  one  of  them,  as  shall  be  by  the  more 
part  of  the  justices  of  peace  of  the  county  elei;ted  to  be 
treasurers  ,  , . ;  which  treasurers  .  .  ,  shall  continue  but  for  the 
space  of  one  whole  year  .  . . ;  which  said  treasurers  .  ,  .  shall 
pay  over  the  same  to  the  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  England  and 
Knight  Marshal  for  the  time  being,  equally  to  be  divided  to  the 
use  aforesaid  . . . 

XIY,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  surplusage  of 
money  which  shall  be  remaining  in  the  said  stock  of  any  county 
sliall  by  .  .  .  the  justices  of  peace  in  their  quarter  sessions  be 
ordered  and  bestowed  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  hospitals  of  that 
county,  and  of  those  that  shall  sustain  losses  by  fire  ...  or  other 
casualties,  and  to  such  other  charitable  purposes  ...  as  to  the 
said  justices  of  peace  shall  seem  convenient. 

XV.  [Fine  to  be  levied  on  any  one  refusing  to  act  as  treasurer 
or  to  obey  ordeis] 

XVI.  Provided  .  that  every  soldier  being  discharged  of 
his  service  and  every  «iealaring  man  landing  ftom  sea  not 
having  wherewith  to  rebeve  hmiielf  in  his  trivel  homewaids, 
having  a  testimonial  under  the  hand  of  some  one  justice  of 
peace  of  the  place  where  he  w^s  landed  or  nas  di'.chaiged 
may,  without  incuiring  the  penalty  of  this  Act,  .  .  .  ask  and 
receive  such  relief  as  shall  be  necessary  for  his  passage  . .  . 

SYII.  Provided  that  this  Act  shall  endure  no  longer  than 
to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Parliament '. 

39  &  40  Eliz.  Cap.  IV. 

An  Act  for  punishment  ofToguea,  vagabonds  and  iturdy 

beggars. 

I.  For  the  suppressing  of  rogues,   vagabonds  and   sturdy 

be^ars,  be  it  enacted.  That  ...  all  statutes  heretofore  made  for 

the  punishment  of  rogues,  vagabonds  or  sturdy  beggars,  or  for 

the  erection  or  maintenance  of  houses  of  correction,  shall,  for  so 

much  as  coucemeth  the  same,  be  utterly  repealed  ;  and  that . . . 

from  time  to  time  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  justices  of  peace  of 

'     *  This  Act  IB  amended  and  oouBniied  \>j  43  &  44  Eliz.  1. 
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any  nty  r  city  in  thia  realm  or  dominion  of  Wales  assembled 
a  ftnj  q  rter  sefslons  ...  to  set  down  order  to  erect  one  or 
n         li  of  correction,  within   their  several    counties   or 

t  f  tl  e  <ioing  whereof  and  for  the  providing  of  stocks  of 
m  V  an  1  all  other  things  necessary  for  tlie  same,  and  for 
ra  and  governing  of  Ihe  same,  and   for  correction   and 

pun  In  t  of  offenders  thither  to  be  committed,  such  orders  as 
th  am  justices  shall  from  time  to  time  make  in  any  their 
said  quarter  sessions  in  that  behalf  shall  be  of  force  and  be 
duly  put  in  execution. 

IL  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  persons  calling  tliemselves 
Bcholars  going  about  begging,  all  seafaring  men  pretending 
losses  [&c. ']  shall  be  deemed  rogues,  vagiibonda  and  sturdy 
beggars,  and  shall  sustain  such  punishment  as  by  this  Act  is  ia 
that  behalf  appointed, 

III.  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  which  is  by  this 
present  Act  declared  to  be  a  rogue,  vagabond  or  sturdy  beggar, 
■which  shall  be . . .  taken  begging,  vagrant  or  misordering  tliem- 
selves . .  ■  shall  upon  their  apprehension  ...  he  stiipped  naked 
from  the  middle  upwards  and  shall  be  openly  «hipped  until 
his  or  her  body  be  bloody,  and  shall  be  forthwith  sent  from 
parish  to  parish  .  . .  the  next  straight  way  to  the  paiish  where 
he  was  born,  if  the  same  may  be  known  ....  and  il  the  same  be 
not  known,  then  to  the  parish  where  he  last  dwelt  one 
wliole  year,  there  to  put  himself  to  labour  as  a  true  subject 
ought  to  do ;  or  not  being  known  where  he  was  born  or  last 
dwelt,  then  to  the  parish  through  which  he  last  passed  without 
punishment;  .  .  .  and  the  party  bo  whipped  and  not  known 
where  he  was  bom  or  last  dwelt  by  the  space  of  a  year,  shall 
by  the  officers  of  the  said  village  where  he  so  last  passed  through 
without  punishnient  be  conveyed  to  the  house  of  correction  .  . . 
or  to  the  common  gaol  of  that  county  or  place,  there  to  remain 
and  be  employed  in  work  until  he  shall  be  placed  in  some 
service,  and  so  to  continue  by  the  space  of  one  whole  year,  or 
not  being  able  of  body,  ...  to  remain  in  some  almshouse  ia  the 
same  county  or  place. 

IV.  Provided,  That  if  any  of  the  said  rogues  shall  appear  to 
be  dangerous  ...  or  such  as  will  not  be  reformed  ...  it  shall  be 

'  Nearly  ae  in  14  Eliz.  5,  %  5. 
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lawful  to  (he  said  justices  ...  or  rhj  two  of  tliem  ...  -to  commit 
that  rogue  to  the  house  of  correction  or  to  the  gaol  of  tliat  county, 
there  to  remain  until  their  next  quarter  sessions  .  .  . ;  and  then 
such  of  the  same  rogues  so  eommitfecl,  as  by  the  justices  of  the 
peace  ,  .  .  shall  he  thought  lit  not  to  be  delivered,  shall  ...  be 
banished  out  of  this  realm  .  ,  .  and  at  the  charge  of  that  county 
shall  be  conveyed  unto  such  parts  beyond  the  seas  as  shall  be  at 
any  time  hereafter  for  that  purpose  assigned  by  the  privy 
council  ...  or  by  any  six  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the  Lord 
Chancellor  or  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  or  the  Lord 
Treasurer  to  be  one,  or  be  judged  perpetually  to  the  galleys  of 
this  realm,  as  by  the  same  justioea  shall  be  thought  fit ;  and  if 
any  such  rogue  so  banished  as  aforesaid  shall  return  again  into 
any  jiart  of  this  realm  or  dominion  of  Wales  without  lawful 
licence  ,  .  .  such  oifence  shall  he  felony,  and  the  party  offending 
therein  suffer  death  as  in  case  of  felony  .  .  . 

XIL  And  be  it  also  enacted,  That  any  two  or  more  justice- 
of  the  peace  . .  . ,  whereof  one  to  be  of  the  quorum  shall  ha\e 
full  power  to  hear  and  determine  all  causes  that  shall  come  in 
question  by  reason  of  this  Act, 

XIV.  Provided,  That  every  seafaring  man  suffering  shipwieck 
not  having  ■wherewith  to  relieve  himself  in  hia  tiavels  home 
wards,  but  having  a  testimonial  under  the  hand  of  some  one 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  place  where  he  landed  mi^  with 

out  incurring  the  penalty  of  this  Act . .  .  ask  to  receive  such 
relief  as  shall  be  necessary  for  his  passiige. 

XVI.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  present  Act  shall  be 
proclaimed  in  the  next  quarter  sessions  in  every  county,  aud  in 
such  other  market-towns  or  places  as  by  the  justices  of  the 
]reBce  ,  . .  shall  be  appointed.  This  Act  to  endure  to  the  end  of 
the  first  session  of  the  next  Parliament '. 

39  &  40  Eliz.  Cap.  V. 

An  A  cl  for  erecting  of  hospitals  or  abiding  and  icorld'og  houses 

for  the  poor. 

I.  Whereas  nt  the  last  session  of  parliament  provision  was 

made'  as  well  as  for  maimed  soldiers,  by  collectiim   in  every 

ended  by  1  Jac.  I.  7 ;  and  pontinued  bj 
'  35  ^^-^  4- 
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palish,  as  for  other  poor,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  every 
person,  during  twenty  years  next  after  the  said  parliaroent .  .  . , 
to  give  and  bequeath  in  fee-simple,  aa  well  to  thu  use  of  the 
poor  as  for  the  provision  or  maintenance  of  any  house  of  correc- 
tion or  abiiJing-houees,  or  of  any  etocks  or  stores,  all  or  any 
part  of  bis  lands  [&c.]  ;  her  most  excellent  Majesty  understand- 
ing that  the  eaid  good  law  bath  not  taken  such  eflect  as  was 
intended,  by  reason  that  no  person  can  erect  or  incorporate  any 
hospital  [&c,3  but  her  Majesty  or  by  her  Highness'  special 
licence  . . . ,  is  of  her  princely  care  ■  .  ■  for  the  relief  of  maimed 
Boldiers,  mariners  and  other  poor  and  impotent  people  pleased 
that  it  be  enacted  .  .  .  and  be  it  enacted,  That  all  persons 
seised  of  an  estate  in  fee-simple,  their  heirs,  executors  or 
assigns  , .  ,  shall  have  full  power,  ...  at  any  time  during  the 
space  of  twenty  years  nest  ensuing,  by  deed  enrolled  in  the 
High  Court  of  Chancery,  to  found  and  establish  oue  or  more 
hcspitais,  maisons  de  dieu.  abiding-places  or  houses  of  cor- 
rection .  .  ,  to  have  continuance  for  ever,  and  from,  time  to  time 
to  place  therein  such  head  and  members  and  such  number  of 
poor  as  to  iiim  [&c.]  sfaaU  seem  conveaient .  .  . 

v.  Provided,  That  no  such  hospital  [&c.]  shall  be  erected, 
founded  or  incorporated  by  force  of  this  Act,  unless  upon  tlie 
foundation  or  erection  thereof  the  same  be  endowed  for  ever 
with  lands,  tenemeata  or  hereditaments  of  the  clear  yearly  value 
of  £10'. 


Tenth  Parliament. 

Oct.  27-Deo.  18,  1601. 

43  &  44  Eliz,  Cap.  II. 

An  Act  for  tite  relief  of  tlie  j)oor. 

I.  Be  it  enacted  . .  .  That  the  churchwardens  of  every  parish, 
and  four,  three,  or  two  substantial  householders  there,  as  shall 
be  thou;^ht  meet,  having  respect  to  the  proportion  and  great- 
ness of  the  same  parish  or  parishes,  to  be  nominated  yearly  in 
Easter  week  or  within  one  mouth  after  Easter,  under  the  band 
*  Bevired  and  made  perpetual  b;  31  Jac  1. 1. 
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and  seal  of  two  or  more  justicea  of  tte  pence  in  the  saroH 
county,  whereof  one  to  lie  of  the  quorum,  dwelling  in  or  near 
the  same  parish  or  divisioa  where  the  same  parish  shall  lie, 
shall  te  called  Overseers  of  the  Poor  of  the  same  parish ;  and 
they  .  .  ,  shall  take  order  [&c.  as  in  Stat,  39  and  40  Eliz.  4 
§  I,  down  to  the  words  'to  get  their  living  by,'  proceeding 
thus]  and  also  to  raise  .  .  .  hy  taxation  of  every  inhabitant, 
parson,  vicar  and  other,  and  of  every  occupier  of  lands, 
houses,  tithes  impropriate  or  propriations  of  tithes,  coal  mines 
or  saleable  underwood  in  the  said  parish  ...  a  convenient 
stock  [&c.  as  in  the  above-mentioned  Act,  §  ij. 

n.  [As  in  the  above  Act,  §§  a  and  3,] 

in.  [As  in  the  above  Act,  §  4,  adding,  after  the  'words 
'  3 1  years,'  the  words  '  or  the  time  of  her  marriage.' 

IV,  [As  in  the  above  Act,  §  5,  down  to  the  words  '  impo- 
tent poor,' with  the  following  addition]  'which  cottages  and  places 
for  inmates  shall  not  at  any  time  after  be  used  for  any  other 
habitation,  but  only  for  impotent  and  poor  of  the  same  parish . . ,' 

V.  [As  in  the  above  Act,  §  6.] 

TI,  [As  in  the  above  Act,  §  7,  with  the  substitution  of  'the 
father  and  grandfather,  and  the  mother  and  grandmother'  for 
'  i)arents.'] 

VII.  [As  in  the  above  Act,  §  8,  with  additional  permission 
to  every  Alderman  of  the  City  of  London  to  exercise  within  his 
ward  the  powers  confeired  bj  this  Acton  one  or  two  justices 
of  the  peace.] 

VIII.  [As  in  the  above  Act,  g  9,  with  some  additional 
details.] 

IX.  [Penalty  of  £g  on  jastices,  &c.,  failing  to  nominate  over- 

X.  [As  in  the  above  Act,  §  1 1.] 

XI.  [As  in  the  above  Act,  |  12,  omitting  the  words  'foras- 
much as  all  begging  is  forbidden  by  this  present  Act.'] 

Xir,  [As  in  the  above  Act,  §  13,  except  that  the  treasurers 
may  be  either  justices  of  the  peace  or  persons  rated  for  subsidy 
at  £g  lands  or  £10  goods.] 

XIII.  [As  in  the  above  Act,  §  14.] 

'  This  section  is  not  in  the  Act  of  1593  :  §5  10  &  id  of  tho  Act  of  1593 
are  omilted  in  this  AcL 
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5IV,  [Ae  in  the  above  Act,  §  15,  adding  that  tlie  fine  13  to 
be  £3  at  least.] 

XIS.  Provided  that  this  Act  shall  endure  no  longer  than  to 
the  end  of  the  neiit  session  of  Farliaroent '. 

43  &  44  Eliz.  Cap.  XIII. 
An  Act  for  the  more  'peaceable  government  of  the  partg  ofCumher- 
land,  Norihimiherland,  Westmoreland,  and  the  Bishopric  of 
Durham. 
I.  Forasmuch  aa  now  of  late  years  very  many  of  her  Majesty's 
Bubjecte,  dwelling  within  the  connties  of  Cumberland,  North- 
umberland, Westmoreland    and    the    Bishopric    of    Durham, 
have  been  . .  .  carried  out  of  the  same  counties  or  to  some 
other  places  within  some  of  the  said  counties  as  prisoners,  and 
kept  barbarously  and  cmelly,  until  they  have  been  redeemed  by 
g      t    an  nd     h  ow  of  late  time  there  have  been 

m     y    n  ns     ail        bb  ries,  and  burning  and  spoiling  of 

t  w  11         a   I  h  w  thin  the  said  counties,  that  divers 

th  th  sa  d  unt  . . .  have  been  enforced  to  pay  a 
rt  in  t  f  m  y  n,  cattle  or  other  consideration, 
mm    ly  t!  11  d  bl    kmail,  unto  divers  inhabiting  near 

th    bo  d        b    D    m        f      me  and  allied  with  divers  in  those 
J     ts     h    a         mm     ly  k     wn  to  he  great  robbers,  ...  to  the 
d  th      bj  t    1     b     th  m  protected  . .  . ;  by  reason  whereof 
myfth        hbtt  are  much  impoverished,  and  theft 

d      bb    y  m     1  ed,  .  .  .  and  the   service   of  those 

b    d        m    h        k      d    nd  decayed,  and  divers  towns  there- 
botmhdppld       d  laid  waste,  and  her  Majesty's  own 
g      t!j   1  h  d     ...  be  it  enacted,  That  nhosoeier 

!   11    t       y  t  m    h    eaft      without  good  and  lawful  warrant 
tk        ytl        JUjty       ubjects  . .  ,  or  . . .  imprison   them 
t  tl  11     t        nsom  them  or  to  m-ike  a  piey  or 

p    1    f  th       p  g    lis,  upon  deadly  feud  or  otherwise, 

wh  h  11  b    I    vy  . .  .  unto  any  such  takmg        ,  or 

h    oe  h  11  t  k  ...  give   any  such    money,   corn, 

ttl  th  d      t        called   blackmail  .  .  .,  or  shall 

w  Itully  f  m  1       b    n    . .  any  barn  or  stack  of  corn  or 

grain  . .  .  withm  any  the  said  counties  .  . .,  and  shall  be  .  .  . 
'  This  Act  ia  ooDtimied  by  i  Jac.  I.  sj ;  :i  Jbg.  I.  a& 
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indicted  and  lawfully  convicted  .  .  ,  before  the  justices  of  aaaizes 
[&c.]  or  justices  of  peace  witJiin  any  of  the  said  counties  at 
some  of  their  general  sessions  . . . ,  shall  be  takea  to  be  as  felons 
and  shall  suffer  pains  of  deatb,  without  any  benefit  of  clergy, 
sanctuary  or  abjuralion,  and  shull  forfeit  as  iu  case  of  felony.. . 

43  &  44  Eliz.  Cap.  SVIII. 

An  Ad  for  ihe  grant  of  four  entire  subsidies  and  eight  fifteens 

and  tenths  granted  by  tlie  tetnpoTalily. 
L  Most  excellent  and  most  gracious  Sovereign, . . .  forasmuch 
as  in  this  time  of  our  advised  and  mature  deliberation  we  have 
sufficiently  perceived  how  great  and  inestimable  charges  your 
Majesty  hath  sustained  many  years,  in  seeking  (by  way  of  pre- 
vention) to  hinder  all  such  foreign  attempts  as  .  .  .  might  long 
since  have  proved  perilous  to  the  whole  estate  of  this  Common- 
wealth; and  where  it  ie  apparent  to  all  the  world  that  if  your 
Majesty  had  not  exhausted  the  greatest  portion  of  your  private 
treasures,  besides  all  other  means  derived  from  our  dutiful 
affections,  ae  well  in  making  timely  provision  of  all  things 
necessary  for  your  navy  and  army  royal,  as  in  maintaining  and 
using  the  same  at  times  convenient,  that  we  should  long  before 
this  day  have  been  exposed  to  the  danger  of  many  sudden  and 
dangerous  attempts  of  our  enemies  and  failed  m  all  those  happy 
successes  which  have  accompanied  your  royal  actions  taken  in 
hand  for  the  defence  of  this  estate  . .  . ;  forasmuch  as  we  do 
seriously  consider  that  your  Majesty  and  we  your  faithful  and 
obedient  subjects  are  but  one  body  politic,  and  that  your  High- 
ness is  the  head  .ind  we  the  members,  and  that  no  good  or 
felicity,  peril  or  adversity  can  come  to  the  one  but  the  other 
shall  partake  thereof .  .  . ;  being  fully  resolved  to  leave  both 
lands,  goods  and  whatsoever  else  that  is  dearest  unto  us,  yea, 
and  this  mortal  life,  rather  than  we  would  suffer  your  royal 
estate  to  he  in  any  part  diminished,  or  the  imperial  crown  of  this 
realm  depiived  of  any  honour,  title,  right  or  interest  thereunto 
belonging .  .  . ,  we  have  thought  meet  not  only  to  make  it  one 
of  our  first  works  to  consult  of  that  matter,  which  iu  other 
sessions  of  parliament  liath  usually  succeeded  many  other  acta 
and  consultations,  but  so  to  enlarge  and  improve  t" 
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of  this  oblation  which  we  sliali  offer  to  your  rojai  person  as  it 
may  give  your  Majesty  an  issuied  testiiiony  of  oui  internal 
zeals  and  duties  .  .  in  a  mmnei  far  exceeding  any  former 
precedent,  because  no  age  either  Jiath  or  can  produce  the  like 
precedent  of  so  much  happiness  nndei  any  [nnces  itign  nor  of 
so  continual  gracioaa  care  for  our  preservatioD  as  your  Majesty 
hath  showed  in  al!  your  actions,  haying  never  stuck  to  hazard 
or  rather  neglect  for  our  preservation  any  part  of  those  worldly 
blessings  wherewith  Almighty  God  hath  so  plentifully  endowed 
you  in  this  time  of  your  most  happy  government ;  and  therefore 
we  do  wltii  all  duty  and  bumble  afiectiona  that  heart  can  con- 
ceive or  tongue  can  utter  present  to  your  sacred  Majesty  four 
entire  subsidies  and  eight  fifteens  and  tenths  toward  your 
Highness'  great  charges  lor  our  delenoe  . , . 


//.—PARLIAMENTARY  PROCEEDINGS. 
I.  Genbeal, 

1,  Petition  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  th«  Queen's  marriage 
and  t3ie  succession,  28  January,  1563. 
.  .  .  We  most  humble  subjects,  knowing  the  preservation  of 
ourselves,  and  all  our  posterity,  to  depend  upon  the  safety  of 
your  Majesty's  most  royal  person,  have  most  carefully  and 
diligently  considered,  how  the  want  of  heirs  of  your  body  and 
certain  limitation  of  succession  after  you  is  most  perilous  to 
your  Highness,  whom  God  long  preserve  amongst  us.  We  have 
been  admonished  of  the  great  malice  of  your  foreign  enemies, 
which  even  in  your  lifetime  liave  sought  to  transfer  the  dignity 
and  right  of  your  crown  to  a  stranger ;  we  have  noted  their 
daily  most  dangerous  practices  against  your  life  and  reign ;  we 
have  heard  of  some  subjects  of  this  land,  most  unnaturally 
confederated  with  your  enemies,  to  attempt  the  destruction  of 
your  Majesty,  and  us  all  that  live  by  you  ;  we  fear  a  faction  of 
heretics  in  your  realm,  contentious  and  malii-ious  Papists, 
lest  they  moat  unnaturally  against  their  country,  most  madly 
against  their  own  safety,  and  moat  treacherously  against  your 
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Higlmees,  not  only  hope  for  the  woful  day  of  your  death,  but 
also  lay  in  wait  to  advance  some  title,  under  which  tbey  may 
revive  their  late  unspeakable  cruelty,  in  the  destmction  of 
goods,  possessions  and  bodies,  and  thraldom  of  tte  souls  and 
consciences  of  your  faithful  and  Christian  suhjects ;  we  see 
nothing  to  withstand  their  desire,  but  your  only  life  ;  their 
nnkindness  and  cruelty  we  have  tasted  ;  we  fear  much  to  what 
attempt  the  hope  of  such  opportunity  (nothing  withstanding 
them  hut  your  life)  will  move  them ;  we  find  how  necessary  it 
is  for  your  preservation,  that  there  be  more  bounds  set  between 
your  Majest/a  life  and  their  desire ;  we  see,  on  the  other  side, 
how  there  can  be  no  such  danger  to  your  Majesty  hy  ambition 
of  any  apparent  heir  established  by  your  benefit  and  advance- 
ment, for  want  of  issue  of  your  Majesty's  royal  body,  as  you  are 


now  subject  unto,  by  reason  of  tin 
not  how  ma  y  p    t     d  t   I 
secret  desi       w^  m     i 

number,  for  bk  1  h 

and  so  we  c      th    1      b 
So,  as  you     M  j    ty     f  y 
posterity,  h  th    t  th 


d  f 
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great  and  only  stay  of  our  safeties  :  I ',  in  the  name  of  all  your 
most  loving,  natural  and  obedient  subjects,  do  present  unto  you 
our  most  lowly  suit  and  petition.  That ...  it  may  please  your 
most  excellent  Majesty  for  our  sakes,  for  our  preservation  and 
comforts  and  at  our  most  hurahle  suit,  to  take  to  yourself  some 
hoDourable  husband,  whom  it  shall  please  you  to  join  unto  in 
marriage ;  whom,  whatsoever  he  he  that  your  Majesty  shall 
choose,  we  protest  and  promise,  with  all  humility  and  reverence, 
to  honour,  love  and  serve,  as  to  our  most  hounded  duty  shall 
appertain  .  .  .  And  where  hy  the  statute  ^  which  your  most  noble 
father  assented  unto  ,  . .  for  the  limitation  of  the  succession  of 
tlie  crown  of  this  realm,  your  Majesty  is  the  last  expressly  named 
within  the  body  of  the  said  Act;  and  for  that  your  subjects 
cannot  judge,  nor  do  know  anything  of  the  form  or  validity  of 
any  further  limitations,  left  incertain  for  want  of  heii"s  of  your 
body,  whereby  some  great  dangerous  douht  remaineth  in  their 
hearts,  to  their  great  grief,  peril  and  nnquietness :  it  may  also 
»  The  Speaker  (WilliamB;.  =  35  H,  VIIL  1, 
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please  yonr  Majesty  by  proclamation  of  certainty  already  pro- 
vided, if  any  such  be,  or  else  by  limitations  of  certainty,  if  noce 
be,  to  pi-ovide  a  most  gracious  remedy  in  this  great  necessity 
.  .  .  And  your  subjects,  on  their  bebalfa,  for  your  Majesty's 
further  assurance,  thereupon  their  own  preservation  wholly 
dependeth,  shall  employ  their  whole  endeavours  and  wits  and 
power,  to  renew,  devise  and  establish  the  most  strong  and 
beneficial  acts  and  laws  of  preservation  and  surety  of  your 
Majesty  and  of  your  issue,  in  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm ; 
and  the  most  penal,  sharp  and  terrible  statutes,  to  all  that 
shall  but  once  practise  and  attempt  or  conceive  against  your 

The  Queen's  answer  to  the  abovn  petition,  10  A2>rU,  1563. 
,  . .  Since  there  can  be  no  duer  debt  than  princes'  words, 
whioi  I  would  observe,  therefore  I  answer  to  the  same.  Thus 
it  is ;  the  two  petitions  which  you  made  unto  me  do  contain 
two  tilings,  my  Marriage,  and  Succession  after  me.  For  the 
first,  if  I  had  let  slip  too  much  time,  or  if  my  strength  had  been 
decayed,  you  might  the  better  have  spoke  therein ;  or  if  any 
think  I  never  meant  to  try  that  life,  they  be  deceived  ;  but  if 
I  may  hereafter  bend  my  mind  thereunto,  the  rather  for  ful- 
filling your  request,  I  shall  be  therewitb  very  well  content. 
For  the  second,  the  greatness  thereof  maketh  me  to  say  and 
pray,  that  I  may  linger  here  in  this  vale  of  misery  for  your 
comfort,  wherein  I  have  witness  of  my  study  and  travel  for 
your  surety:  and  I  cannot,  with  '  nunc  dimittis,'  end  my  life, 
without  I  see  some  foundation  of  your  surety  after  my  grave- 
stone. D'Eioee'  Joumale,  pp.  75-81. 

2.  Fetition  of  Parliament  touching  Mary,  Queen  ofScota, 

2j  November,  1586. 
May  it  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty,  "We,  yonr 
humble,  loving  and  faithful  subjects,  the  Lords  and  Commons 
in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  having  of  long  time,  to 
our  intolerable  grief,  seen  by  how  mtinifold,  most  dangerous 
and  execrable  pra^itices,  Mary  . .  .  commonly  called  the  Queen 
of  Scots,  hath  compassed  the  destruction  of  your  Majesty's 
aacied  and  most  royal   person  .  •  . ,  and  thereby  not   only  to 
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bereave  ns  of  the  sincere  and  true  religion  of  Almighty  God, 
bringing  ns  and  this  nohle  crown  hack  again  into  the  thraldom 
of  the  Komish  tyranny,  Lut  also  utterly  to  ruinat*  and  over- 
tlirow  the  happy  state  and  commonweal  of  this  realm :  and 
seeing  also  what  insolent  boldness  is  grown  in  the  heart 
of  the  same  Queen,  throagh  your  Majesty's  former  exceeding 
favours  towards  her;  and  thereupon  weighing,  with  heavy  and 
sorrowful  hearts,  in  what  continual  peril  of  suchlike  desperate 
conspiracies  jind  practices  your  Majesty's  most  royal  and  sacred 
person  and  life  (more  dear  unto  us  than  our  own)  is  and  shall 
be  still,  without  any  possible  means  to  prevent  it,  so  long  as 
the  said  Scottish  Queen  shall  he  suffered  to  continue,  and  shall 
not  receive  that  due  punishment  which,  by  justice  and  the  laws 
of  this  your  realm,  she  hath  so  often  and  so  many  ways,  for 
her  moat  wicked  and  detestable  offences,  deserved  ;  therefore  . .  . 
We  do  most  humbly  beseech  your  most  excellent  Majesty  that, 
as  well  in  respect  of  the  continuance  of  the  true  religion 
now  pi-ofesfed  amongst  us  and  of  the  safety  of  your  most  royal 
person  and  estate,  as  in  regard  of  the  preservation  and  defence 
of  us  your  most  loving,  dutiful  and  faithful  subjects  and  the 
whole  commonweal  of  this  realm,  it  may  please  your  Highness 
to  take  speedy  order,  that  declaration  of  the  same  sentence  and 
judgment  he  made  and  published  by  proclamation,  and  that 
thereupon  direction  be  given  for  further  proceedings  against 
the  said  Scottish  Queen,  according  to  the  effect  and  true  mean- 
ing of  the  said  statute  ^ :  because,  upon  advised  and  great  con- 
sultation, we  cannot  find  that  there  is  any  possible  means  to 
provide  for  your  Majesty's  safety,  but  by  the  just  and  speedy 
execution  of  the  said  Queen :  .  .  .  and  if  the  same  be  not 
put  in  present  execution,  we  your  most  loving  and  dutiful 
subjects,  shall  thereby  (so  far  as  man's  reason  can  reach)  be 
brought  into  utter  despair  of  the  continuance  amongst  us  of 
the  true  religion  of  Almighty  God,  and  of  your  Majesty's  life, 
and  the  safety  of  all  your  faithful  subjects,  and  the  good  estate 
of  this  most  flourishing  commonweal. 

'  SUt  aj  Eliz,  I.  S  I, 
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The  Quern's  UTiswer,  24  November,  1586. 
That  ber  Highness,  moved  with  some  commiseration  for  the 
Scottish  Queen,  in  respect  of  her  former  dignity  and  great 
fortunes  in  her  younger  years,  her  nearness  of  kiudred  fo  her 
Majesty  and  also  of  her  sex,  could  he  well  pleased  to  forbear  the 
taking  of  her  hlood,  if,  by  any  other  means  to  be  devised  by  her 
Highness'  Great  Council  of  this  realm,  the  safety  of  ber 
Majesty's  person  and  government  might  be  preserved,  without 
danger  of  ruin  and  destruction,  and  else  cot ;  therein  leaving 
them  all  nevertheless  to  their  own  free  liberty  and  dispositions 
of  proceeding  otherwise  at  their  choice. 

To  which  ike  Houses  made  reply. 
That  having  often  conferred  and  debated  on  that  question, 
according  to  her  Highness'  commandment,  they  could  find  no 
other  way  than  was  set  down  in  their  petition. 

The  Queeris  second  answer. 
If  I  should  say  unto  you  that  I  mean  not  to  grant  your 
petition,  by  my  faith  I  should  say  unto  you  more  than  perhaps 
I  mean.  And  if  I  should  say  unto  you  I  mean  to  grant  your 
petition,  I  should  then  tell  you  more  than  ia  fit  for  you  to 
know.    And  thus  I  must  deliver  you  an  answer  answeriess. 

D'Smea'  Joiirnah,  pp.  380-401. 

3.  Debate  in  Parliament  on  a  Bill  against  Monopolies,  and  the 
Queen's  message  touching  the  same,  November,  1601. 

[Mr.  Laurence  Hide  having  on  20  November,  1601,  brought  in 
a  Bill  entitled  'An  Act  for  the  explanation  of  the  Common 
Law  in  ceitain  cases  of  Lettere  Patents,'] 

Mr.  Fraiutis  Baaon  said  :  .  . .  I  coftfe!=s  the  bill,  as  it  is,  ia  in 
few  words,  but  yet  ponderous  and  weighty.  For  the  pre- 
rogative royal  of  the  prince,  for  my  own  part  I  ever  allowed 
of  it,  and  it  is  such  aa  I  hope  shall  never  be  discussed.  The 
Queen,  as  she  is  our  sovereign,  hath  both  an  enlarging  and 
restraining  liberty  of  her  prerogative  ;  that  is,  she  lialh  power 
by  her  patents  to  set  at  liberty  things  restrained  by  statute 
law  or  otherwise;    and,  by  her  prerogative  she  may  restrain 
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things  that  are  at  liberty.  For  the  first,  she  may  grant  non 
obstanUs  contrary  to  the  penal  laws,  which  truly,  in  my  own 
conscience,  are  as  hateful  to  the  subject  aa  monopolies.  For  the 
second,  if  any  man  out  of  his  own  wit,  industry  or  endeavour 
find  out  anything  beneficial  for  the  commonwealth  .  .  .  her 
Maj^ty  is  pleased  perhaps  to  grant  him  a  privilege  to  use  the 
same  only  by  himself  or  hia  deputies  for  a  certain  time :  this  is 
one  kind  of  monopoly.  Sometimes  there  is  a  glut  of  things 
when  they  be  in  excessive  quantities,  as  of  com,  and  perhaps 
her  Majesty  gives  licence  to  one  man  of  transportation  :  this  is 
another  kind  of  monopoly.  Sometimes  there  is  a  scarcity  or 
small  quantity  ;  and  the  like  ia  granted  also.  The^e  and  divers 
of  this  nature  have  been  in  trial,  both  in  the  Common  Pleas, 
upon  actions  of  trespass,  (where,  if  the  judges  do  find  the 
privilege  good  for  the  commonwealth,  they  then  will  allow  it, 
otherwise  disallow  it),  and  also  I  know  that  her  Majesty 
herself  hath  given  commandment  to  her  attorney-general,  to 
bring  divers  of  them,  since  the  last  parliament,  to  trial  in  the 
Exchequer;  since  which  time  at  least  fifteen  or  sixteen,  to  my 
knowledge,  have  been  repealed ;  some  upon  her  Majesty's  own 
express  command,  upon  complaint  made  unto  her  by  petition, 
and  some  by  quo  warranto  in  the  exchequer.  But,  Mr  Speaker, 
(said  he,  pointing  to  the  bill)  this  is  no  stranger  in  this  place, 
hut  a  stranger  in  this  vestment :  the  use  hath  been  ever 
by  petition  to  humble  ourselves  unto  her  Majesty  and  hy 
petition  to  desire  to  have  our  grievances  redressed,  especially 
when  the  remedy  toucheth  her  so  nigh  in  prerogative.  All 
cannot  be  done  at  ouce,  neither  was  it  possible  since  the  last 
parliament  to  repeal  all.  If  her  Majesty  make  a  patent  or 
a  monopoly  unto  any  of  her  servants,  that  we  must  go  and  cry 
out  against ;  hut  if  she  grant  it  to  a  number  of  bui^essea 
or  a  corporation,  that  must  stand,  and  that  forsooth  is  no 
monopoly.  I  say,  and  I  say  again,  that  we  ought  not  to  deal 
or  meddle  with  or  judge  of  her  Majesty's  prerogative  .  .  . 

Dr.  £ennet.  He  that  will  go  about  to  debate  her  Majesty's 
prerogative  royal,  must  walk  warily.  In  respect  of  a  grievance 
out  of  that  city  for  which  I  serve,  I  think  myself  bound  to 
speak  that  now  which  I  had  not  intended  to  speak  before ; 
I  mean  a  monopoly  of  salt.     It  is  an  old  proverb,  '  Sal  sapit 
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omnia' ;  fire  and  water  are  not  more  necessary.  But  for  other 
monopoliea  of  cards  (at  which  word  Sir  "Walter  Rawleigli 
bluslied)  dice,  starch,  &c.,  they  are,  because  monopolies,  I  must 
confeES,  very  hateful,  though  not  ao  hurtful.  I  know  there  is 
a  great  diiFerence  in  them ;  and  I  tbinit,  if  the  abuse  in  this 
monopoly  of  Ealt  were  particularized,  this  would  walk  in  the 
fore-rank  .  .  . 

Mr  Lawrence  Hide.  I  confess,  Mr  Speaker,  that  I  owe 
duty  to  God  and  loyalty  to  my  prince.  And  for  the  hill  itself 
I  made  it,  and  I  think  I  understand  it :  and  far  be  it  from  this 
heart  of  mine  to  think,  this  tongue  to  speak,  or  this  hand 
to  write  anytliing,  either  in  prejudice  or  derogation  of  her 
Majesty's  prerogative  royal  and  the  state  .  , .  And,  Mr  Speaker, 
es  I  think  it  is  no  derogation  to  the  omnipotencj  of  God,  to  say 
he  can  do  no  ill,  so  I  think,  it  is  no  derogation  to  tlie  person 
or  majesty  of  tlie  Queen,  to  say  So  . .  .  Yet,  because  two  eyes 
may  see  more  than  one,  I  humbly  pray  that  tbere  may  be 
a  commitment  had  of  this  bill,  lest  something  may  be  therein 
which  may  prove  the  bane  and  overthrow  thereof  at  the  time 
of  the  passing  . .  . 

Mr  Francis  Mooee.  Mr  Speaker,  I  know  the  Queen's  pre- 
rogative is  a  thing  curious  to  be  dealt  withal,  yet  all  grieianees 
are  not  comparable.  1  cannot  utter  with  my  tongue  or  con- 
ceive with  my  heart  the  great  grievances  that  the  town  and 
country,  for  which  I  serve,  suffer  by  some  of  t\i?^  monopolies. 
It  bringeth  the  general  profit  into  a  private  hand,  and  the  end 
of  all  is  beggary  and  bondage  to  the  subjects.  We  have  a  law 
for  the  true  and  faithful  currying  of  leather  there  is  a  patent 
that  sets  all  at  liberty,  notwithstanding  that  statute,  And  to 
what  purpose  is  it  to  do  anything  by  act  of  parliament,  when 
the  Queen  will  undo  the  same  by  her  prerogative  1  Out  of  the 
spirit  of  humility,  Mr  Speaker,  I  do  speak  it ;  there  is  no  act 
of  hers  tliat  hath  been  or  is  more  derogatory  to  her  own 
Majesty,  or  more  odious  to  the  subject,  or  more  dangerous  to 
the  commonwealth  than  the  granting  of  these  monopolies  .  .  . 

Sir  George  Moore.  I  make  no  question  but  that  this  bill 
oSereth  good  matter,  and  I  do  wish  that  the  matter  may  in 
some  sort  be  prosecuted,  and  the  bill  rejected  .  ,  .  We  know 
the    power    of    her    Majesty  cannot    be    restrained    by  any 
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Act ;  why,  tWefore,  should  we  thus  talk  T  Admit  we  should 
make  this  statute  with  a  moti  ohstanu,  yet  the  Queen  may  grant 

I  t    t  w'tl  i  to  th'      OM  obstante.   I  think, 

th  f  thstfc  t  §r  ti  in  w  tl  th  w  dom  and  gravity  of 
th    h         t    pro      d  w  th    11 1    mU  by  petition  than  bill. 

M  n  gfild  I  Id  b  t  p  t  th  h  se  in  mind  of  the 
p  ding  w  1  d  tl  m  tt  th  la&t  parliament,  in  the 
nd  1  f  Sp  k  m  d  h  M  j  ty  by  way  of  petition, 
tl    t  t!)     s     f  to    1         th       m      pi       might  be  respected 

d  th    g  f  tl        m  ght  1  e  redressed.     Her 

\1  3     y  d  by  th    L    d  K.    p        that  she  would  take 

cafti  |1  d  gfl    ttld  be  redressed ; 

ftlwldg  f        Ibtjt     proceed  in  making 

1  w  th  t  J     1  t      Th    w       d  Mr  Speaker,  is  still 

hi    d  d        g  d     th  d    re  witiiout  remedy. 

It  w     my  hpth    1    tp    bm    tt  uter  with  the  word 

Pregti  bt  th  wilt  with  all  humility, 

1  wi  h    11  i   pp  1    th  t      d  1  r  Majesty.     I  am 

dff       tt      hg         I  d"«hthby  bill  or  petition, 

b  tl   t  th  g  m  y  f  How,  whereby  her 

M  1    ty  m  y    p       Uy      d    -i     d  th  m 

[Th    f  11  wmg  I  d        C  mmittee,  November 

1 

&  Fd  J  <!t  !  pe  i  rm  \tl  U  of  the  great  ahu^^e 
by  the  patentee  for  salt  ax  his  country,  that  betwixt  Michaelmas 
and  St  Andrew's  tide,  where  salt  was  wont  (before  the  patent) 
to  he  sold  for  i6d.  a  bushel,  it  is  now  sold  for  14s.  and  158. 
a  bushel:  but,  after  the  Lord  President  had  understood  thereof, 
he  committed  the  patentee,  who  caused  it  to  be  sold  as 
before  ,  ,  .  To  Lynn  there  is  every  year  brought  at  least  3000 
weight  of  salt ;  and  every  weight,  since  this  patent,  is  enhanced 
20s,;  and  where  tile  busheJ  was  wont  to  be  Sd.  it  is  now  T6d. 
And  I  dare  boldly  say  it,  if  this  patent  were  called  in,  there  might 
well  be  £3000  a  year  saved  in  the  porta  of  Lynn,  Boston,  and 
Hall.     I  speak  this  of  white  salt. 

Mr  Franc's  Bacon.  The  bill  is  very  injuriona  and  ridi- 
culous ;  injurious,  in  that  it  taketh  or  rather  sweepeth  away 
her  Majesty's  prerogative ;  and  ridiculous,  in  that  there  is  a 
proviso,  that  this  statute  shall  not  extend  to  grants  made  to 
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corporations  ;  that  ia  a  gull  to  sweeten  the  bill  withal ;  it  is  ocly 
to  make  fools  fond.  All  men  of  the  law  know  that  a  bill  which 
13  only  expository,  to  expound  the  uommon  law,  doth  enact 
nothing;  neither  ia  any  proviso  good  therein  .  ,  ,  Therefore 
I  tljink  the  bill  uufit,  and  our  jiroceedings  to  be  by  petition, 

Str  Fobert  Hivlli  There  have  been  divers  patents  granted, 
since  the  !aat  pailiament  these  lUe  now  in  beint  \jz  the 
patents  for  mnunta  iron  powdei  caids  hori  s  ox  ^hin  hones 
train  oil  tian^^i  ortation  of  leather  hsta  of  cloth  ashes  bottles 
glasses  bags  &hteds  ot  gloves  am  eed  Mnegar  "^ea  coils  steel 
aquavitsp  brushei  pots  ■<aII  salt  [  etie  lead  acce  leuce  oil 
calamint  stone  oil  of  blubber  turaatboes  or  dried  pitchers  111 
the  sinol  e  and  divers  others 

Upon  read  ng  of  the  patents  aforesaid  Mr  Hackwdl  of 
Lincoln  8  Inn  stood  up  and  ai.ked  thus.  Is  not  bread  theiel 
Bi'ead,  quoih  another ;  This  voice  seems  strange,  quoth  a  third. 
No,  quoth  Mr  Haekwell,  but  if  order  be  not  taken  for  these, 
bread  will  be  there  before  the  next  parliament, 

[On  November  23,  the  debate  was  renewed.] 

Mr  Secretary  Cecil.  If  there  had  not  been  some  mistaking 
or  confusion  in  the  committee,  I  would  not  now  have  spoken. 
The  question  was,  of  the  most  convenient  way  to  reform  these 
grievances  of  monopolies :  but  after  disputation,  of  that  labour 
we  have  not  received  tlie  expected  fruit .  . .  This  dispute  draws 
two  great  things  in  question;  fii'st,  the  prince's  power;  secondly, 
the  freedom  of  Englishmen.  I  am  born  an  Englishman,  and 
a  fellow-member  of  this  House  ;  I  would  desire  to  live  no  day, 
in  which  I  should  deti'act  from  either.  I  am  servant  to  the 
Queen ;  and  before  I  would  speak  or  give  my  consent  to  a  case 
that  should  debase  her  prerogative  or  abridge  it,  I  would  wish 
my  tongue  cut  out  of  my  bead.  I  am  sure  there  were  law- 
makers before  there  were  laws  . .  .  If  you  stand  upon  law,  and 
dispute  of  the  prerogative,  liark  what  Bracton  saith,  '  Preroga- 
tivam  nostram  nemo  audeat  disputaie.'  For  my  own  part,  I  like 
not  these  courses  should  he  taken.  And  you,  Mr  Speaker, 
should  perform  the  ehai^  her  Majesty  gave  unto  you  at  the 
beginning  of  this  parliament  not  to  receive  bills  of  this  nature  ; 
for  her  Majesty's  ears  be  open  to  a!l  grievances,  and  her  hand 
Btretched  out  to  every  man's  petition.     For  the  matter  of  access 
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It  pi     11 

M  J    ty  to 

y   t    1  y      th 

ft              f 

11  h     11 J   tj 

m    t  gra 

If        It  pi 

d  h     M  J   ty  t 

1      dred  to 

h        Id     1 

A  a  f  rth       h 

J  Th  t        h 

d             th    1    t 

M    f    u          h 

th  t  f  th    1      t 

fl           bj    t 
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I  like  it  well,  so  it  be  first  moved  and  the  way  prepared.  I  had 
rather  all  the  patents  were  burnt  than  her  Majesty  should  lose 
the  hearts  of  so  many  suhjecta  as  is  pretended  she  will  ,  .  . 

[On  NoTcmber  25,  the  Speaker  brougiit  the  following  message 
to  the  house.] 

d  to  attend  upon  her 

I    m  to  deliver  unto  you. 

t  by  my  unworthy 

t    me.  That  if  ebe  had 

)  hearty  good-wills. 

1  held  our  good  most 

1      b     Id  witness  it ;  and 

g         d,  and  herself  not 

1      h  1     h      pi     I  d  t     tl     th  f   \lmighty  Gud,  how 

fll     hthh  d      llhtdfd  her  people  from 

11     [  p  ns     SI  d    Th  t  p    tlj   5  y  intimation  of  her 

1       dp  rtjj  by  1  pet  t        11   t  1  ave  been  delivered 

t    h      hot!    g  t      h  p  i       d  al      walking  abroad,  she 

d      tdthtd  ptt      thth     had  granted,  were 

g  t     h  bj    t  d   th  t   tl       ubstitutes   of  the 

t  t     t       h  1   Ts  d  g     t    rr  B  t  she  said,  slie  never 

tdt    g      t      jth    fi     1    1  mlminse.     And  if  in 

tl       1  tl       er    t  th       b        jth  -il,  which  she  took 

k       1  d      th  h    h       If  w    Id  take  j>resent  oider  of 

t    mat       th       f     I  t      1  t    you  the  apparent 

Ignt         fl      Mjtytwdth         b  ses.      She  said  her 

kip       £^t       wtd  dthf       desireth  us  not  to 

j-k        dhtfh  fl      trmt  for,  she  said,  her 

mm     d       t  i  ttl    b  f       th    1  te  troubles  (meaning 

ti     E    i    f  E  m  tt  rs)  b    th      nf  rtunate  event  of  them 

13      t      hd     d,  bttht  thttm.  even  in  the  midst 

f  1       most  great  and  weighty  occasions,  the  thought  upon 

tl   m      And  that  this  should  not  suffice,  but  that  fnither  order 

1    uld  be   taken   presently,  and   not   in  fatwro  (for  that  also 

an    her  word  which  I  take  it  her  Majesty  used),  and  that 

n  e    1  uld  be  presently  repealed,  some  suspended,  and  none 

pu     n  e  eeution  but  such  as  should  first  have  a  trial  according 

t    th    1  w  for  the  good  of  the  people.     Against  the  abuses  her 

w    th  w  s  so  incensed,  that  she  said,  that  she  neither  could  nor 
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would  suffer  such  to  escape  with  impunity.  So  to  my  unspeak- 
able comfort  she  bath  made  me  the  messenger  of  this  her 
gracious  thankfulDesa  and  care. 

ToienKtuPe  JovrnaU,  pp.  230-149. 

II.   Fbivilegies  of  Fabliament. 

I.  Customary  demamb  fok  Priyileges. 

Speaks  WiUiams'  Speech,  1562. 

. . ,  Further,  I  am  to  be  a  suHor  to  your  Majesty  that,  when 
mattei-s  of  importance  sLall  arise  whereupon  it  shall  be  necessary 
to  have  your  Highness'  opinion,  that  then  I  may  have  free  access 
unto  you  for  the  same ;  and  the  like  to  the  Lords  of  the  Upper 
House. 

Secondly,  that  in  repairiag  from  the  Nether  House  to  your 
Majesty  or  the  Lords  of  the  Upper  House,  to  declare  their 
meanings,  and  I  mistaking  or  uttei'ing  the  same  contrary  to 
their  meaning,  that  then  my  fault  or  imbecility  in  declaring 
Ihereof  be  not  prejudicial  to  the  House,  but  that  I  may  agaiji 
repair  to  them,  the  better  to  understand  their  meanings  and  so 
they  to  refoim  the  same. 

Thirdly,  that  the  assembly  of  the  Lower  House  may  have 
frank  and  free  liberties  to  speak  their  minds  without  any  con- 
trolment,  blame,  grudge,  menaces  or  displeasure,  according  to 
the  old  ancient  order. 

Finally,  that  the  old  privilege  of  the  House  be  observed, 
which  is  that  they  and  theirs  might  be  at  liberty,  frank  and 
fiee,  without  arrest,  molestation,  trouble  or  other  damage  to 
their  bodies,  lands,  goods  or  servants,  with  sli  other  their 
liberties,  during  the  time  of  the  said  parliament,  whereby  they 
may  the  better  attend  and  do  their  duty;  all  which  privileges 
I  desire  may  bo  enrolled,  as  at  *tlier  times  it  hath  been 
accustomed.  B' Ewes'  Jovmali,  pp.  65-66. 

2.    PERMAIfENT  CoMMn-TEE   FOK  PErvII-EGE3, 

(a)  It  is  ordered  tiiat  Mr  Comptroller  [and  9  others]  shall  ex- 
amine such  matters  of  piivilege  as  shall  happen  in  this  present 
sessiua  of  parliament  to  come  in  question,  and  to  make  reports 


yGoosle 


ii8  Elisabeth.  [isee. 

thereof  unto  this  House,  for  the  further  order  and  resolution 
of  this  House  in  every  of  the  same  cases  aa  shall  appertain. 

D'Ewee'  Journals,  p.  439  {under  date  7  Feb.  1589). 

(b)  Ordered,  That  all  the  members  of  fbis  House  being  of  her 
Majesty's  Privy  Council  [and  30  others]  shall  during  all  this 
prcEBnt  session  of  parliament  examine  and  make  report  of  all 
Huch  cases  touchii^  the  elections  and  returns  of  any  the  knights, 
citizens,  burgesses  and  barone  of  this  House,  and  also  all  such 
cases  for  privilege  as  in  any  wise  may  occur  or  fall  out  during 
all  the  same  session  of  parliament  ■  .  .     D'Emes'  Jounials,  p.  471. 

3.  Freedom  op  Speech. 

(a)  Debate  on  the  Qveen's  inarriage  and  ike  svccession,  1566. 

November  g,  i55<i.  Mr  Vice-Chamberiain  declared  the 
Queen's  Majesty's  express  commandment  to  this  House,  that 
they  should  no  further  pi'oceed  in  their  suit,  but  to  satisfy 
themselves  with  her  Highness'  promise  of  marriage  . .  . 

November  ri.  Paul  Wentworth,  one  of  the  burgesses, 
moved  whether  the  Queen's  commaodment  was  not  t^ainst  the 
liberties ;  whereupon  arose  divei'S  arguments,  continuing  from 
nine  of  the  clock  till  two  after  noon  .  . . 

November  13,  Mr  Speaker,  being  sent  for  to  attend  upon 
the  Queen's  Majesty  at  the  court,  ...  at  his  coming  after  ten  of 
the  cloclt,  began  to  show  that  be  had  received  a  special  com- 
mandment irom  her  Highness  to  this  House,  notwithstanding 
her  first  commandment,  that  there  should  not  be  further  talk 
of  that  matter:  and  if  any  person  thought  himself  not  satisfied 
but  had  further  reasons,  let  him  come  before  the  Privy  Council, 
there  to  show  tbem. 

November  25.  Mr  Speaker,  coming  from  Ihe  Queen's 
Majesty,  declared  her  Higbnees'  pleasure  to  be  that,  for  her  good 
will  to  the  House,  she  did  revoke  ber  two  fonner  command- 
ments, requiring  the  House  no  further  at  this  time  to  proceed 
in  the  matter :  which  revocation  was  taken  of  all  the  House 
most  joyfully  with  most  hearty  prayer  and  thanks  for  the 
tame.  Commono'  -rouraats,  I.  76,  77. 
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(b)  SjKeek  of  the  Lord  Keeper,  4  Ajrril,  15'f  i. 
...  Her  Majesty,  hsTing  experience  of  late  of  some  disorder  and 
certain  offences  (wliicli  tliough  they  were  not  punished  yet  were 
they  offences  still  and  so  must  be  accounted},  therefore  eaid, 
they  should  do  well  to  meddle  with  no  matters  of  state  hut 
such  as  should  be  propounded  unto  them,  and  to  occupy  them- 
telves  with  other  matters  concerning  the  commonwealth. 

D'Emea'  JourrmU,  p.  141. 

{c)  Debate  on  Mr  Si  leUartd^s  inJahition,  20  April  1571 

Mr  Carleton,  A  member  of  the  House  was  detained  from 
them  (meaning  Mr  Strickland)  by  whose  commanilment  or  foi 
what  CAUse  he  knew  not  But  fora'imiich  as  he  was  not  now 
3.  pnidte  man,  but  to  supply  the  room  person  lud  plice  of 
a  multitude  specially  chusen  and  thereloie  sent  he  th>iight  that 
neither  in  regard  of  the  country,  which  was  not  to  be  wronged, 
nor  for  the  libei  ty  of  the  house  which  was  not  to  be  infi  in^fed, 
«e  should  peimit  him  to  he  detained  from  us  but  whatso 
ftver  the  intendment  of  thii  offence  might  be  that  he  should 
be  sent  for  to  the  bar  of  that  House  there  to  be  heard  and 
there  to  answer 

Sr  Francis  KnoTles  The  min  that  is  meant  is  neither 
detained  nor  misused  but  on  considei  ation^  is  required  to 
expett  tlie  Queens  pleasure  upon  ceitain  speciil  points 
whetem,  he  said,  he  durst  to  assuie  that  the  man  shuuld  neither 
have  cause  to  dislike  or  complain,  since  so  much  favour  was 
meant  unto  him  as  he  reasonably  could  wish.  He  further  eaii), 
that  he  was  in  no  sort  stayed  for  any  word  or  speech  by  biin  ia 
that  place  offered,  hut  for  the  eshihiticg  of  a  bill  into  the 
House  against  the  prerogative  of  the  Queen,  which  was  not 
to  he  tolerated. 

Mr  Ydverfon.  First,  he  said,  the  precedent  was  perilous, 
and  though  in  this  happy  time  of  lenity,  among  bo  good  and 
honourable  personages,  under  go  gracious  a  prince,  nothing  of 
extremity  or  injury  was  to  be  feared ;  yet  the  times  might  be 
altered, and  what  now  is  permitted  heieafter  might  be  eonstmed 
as  of  duty  and  enforced  even  on  this  ground  of  the  present 
permission  ...  He  showed,  it  was  fit  for  princes  to  have  their 
prerogatives  ;    but    yet    the    same    to   be   straitened  witlnn 
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reasonaWe  limits.     The  prince,  he  showed,  could  not  of  herself 
make  laws,  neither  might  she  by  the  same  reason  break  laws'. 

D'Ewet'  JouraaU,  pp.  175,  176. 

(d)  Message  ffom,  the  Queen,  22  May,  1572. 

May  22,  15J3  .  . .  Upon  declaration  made  unto  tliia  House 
by  Mr  Speaker  from  the  Queen's  Majesty,  that  her  Highness' 
pleasure  is  that  from  henceforth  no  bills  concerning  religion 
shall  be  preferred  or  received  into  this  House,  unless  the  same 
should  he  firat  considered  or  liked  by  the  clergy;  and  further 
that  her  Majesty's  pleasure  is  to  see  the  two  last  bills  read  iu 
this  House  touching  Kites  and  Ceremonies;  it  is  ordeied, 
That  the  same  bills  shall  be  delivered  unio  her  Majesty  .  . . 

Commoni  Journals,  p.  97. 

(e)  Speech  of  Peter  Wmtwerlh,  8  Feb.,  1576. 

I  was  never  of  parliament  but  the  last,  and  the  last  session, 
at  both  which  times  I  taw  the  liberty  of  free  B|ieeoh,  the  wliioii 
is  the  only  salve  to  heul  all  the  sores  of  this  commonwealth,  so 
much  and  so  many  ways  infringed,  and  so  niiiny  abuses  offered 
to  tills  honourable  council,  as  hath  much  grieved  me  even  of 
very  conscience  and  love  to  my  prince  and  state.  Wherefore 
to  avoid  the  like,  I  do  tliink  it  exjiedient  to  open  the  com- 
modities that  gi'ow  to  the  piince  and  wliole  state  by  free 
speech  used  in  this  place  .  .  .  Amongst  other,  Mr  Speaker, 
t«ro  things  do  great  hurt  in  tliii  place,  ot  the  which  I  do  mean 
to  speak ;  the  one  is  a  mmour  which  runneth  about  the  House, 
and  this  it  is,  'Take  heed  what  >ou  do  the  Queen  liketh  not 
such  a  matter:  whoEoever  prefeneth  it,  slie  will  be  offended 
with  him ;  or  the  contrarj,  her  Majesty  liketh  of  suoh  a  matter 
whoaoevei'  speakeih  against  it,  she  will  be  much  oficnded  with 
him.'  The  other:  sometimes  1  message  is  br<  ught  into  the 
house,  either  of  commanding  01  inhibiting,  verj  injuuous  to 
the  freedom  of  speech  and  consultation  I  would  to  God, 
Mr  Speaker,  that  these  two  were  buried  m  hell,  I  mean  ramours 
and  messages  .  . . 

This  grievous  rumour,  What  is  it  forsooth  1     Whatsoever 

'  The  inhibition  on  Mr  Strioklftnd'a  utteiidance  WM  takea  otf  neit  day, 
April  II. 
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tliou  art  that  pronounctst  it,  thou  dosfc  pronounce  thy  own 
discredit.  Why  m%  for  that  thou  dost  what  lie1h  in  thee  to 
pronounce  the  prince  to  be  perjured  .  ,  .  For  the  Queen's 
Majesty  is  the  head  of  the  law,  anil  nuist  of  necessity  maintain 
the  law;  for  hy  the  law  her  Majesty  is  made  justly  our 
Queen,  and  by  it  she  is  most  chiefly  maintained  .  ,  .  The 
King  ought  not  to  be  under  man,  but  under  Gud  and  under 
the  law,  because  tbe  law  maketb  him  a  King  ...  I  pray  you 
mark  the  reason  why  my  authority '  eaith,  '  The  King  ought 
to  be  under  the  law,'  for,  saith  he, '  He  is  God's  Yieeserent  upon 
eaith,'  that  is,  his  lieutenant  to  execute  and  do  bis  will,  tbe 
which  is  law  or  justice  ;  and  thereunto  wiia  her  Majesty  sworn 
at  her  coronation,  as  I  have  heard  learned  men  in  this  place 
sundry  times  affirm ;  unto  the  which  X  doubt  not  but  her 
Majesty  will,  for  her  honour  aud  conscience  sake,  have  special 
i-egard,  fur  free  speech  and  cousciente  m  this  place  aie  gi-anted 
by  a  special  law,  as  that  without  the  w)  ich  the  prince  and 
state  cannot  be  preserved  or  maintained 

Now  the  other  was  a  mesRage  *  Mi  Sj  eaker  1  rought  the 
last  session  into  the  House  that  we  should  not  deal  in  anj 
matters  of  religion,  but  fiist  to  receive  fiom  tl  e  bishops  Sutely 
this  was  a  dolelul  message ;  for  it  was  as  mucli  as  to  s>  ly  Sii  s 
ye  shall  not  deal  in  God's  causes  no  ye  shall  in  no  wi  e  "eek  (0 
advance  His  glory'  .  .  .  Certain  it  is  Mr  Speaker  that  none  la 
without  fault,  no,  mot  our  noble  Queen  sinL.e  her  Maje  tj  hath 
committed  great  fault,  yea  dangetoia  fault';  to  herself  Lo\e 
even  perfect  love,  void  of  di  simulation  will  n  t  suffer  me  to 
hide  them  to  her  Majesty's  peiil  b  t  to  utter  them  to  her 
Majesty's  safety;  and  these  t!  ey  at  e  Tt  is  a  danger  us  tl  ing 
in  a  prince  unkindly  to  abuse  1  is  or  her  nol  ilit\  and  people 
and  it  is  a  dangerous  thing  in  a  piin  e  to  rppose  or  bind 
herself  against  her  nobility  and  pe  pie  vea  against  mo  t  lovu  g 
and  faithful  nobility  and  people 

...  I  do  surely  think,  befoie  God  I  apeak  it  thit  tl  e  bisl  ops 
were  the  cause  of  that  doleful  message ;  and  I  will  show  you 
what  moveth  me  so  to  think.  I  was,  amongst  others,  the  last 
parliament  sent  unto  ihe  bishop  of  Canterbury,  for  the  Articles 
ot  fieligion  that  then  passed  this  House.  He  asked  us.  Why  we 
'  Bi^ctun.  '  See  above,  p.  iso  (d). 
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did  put  out  of  the  book  the  Articles  for  the  Homilies,  Con- 
secrating of  Bishops,  and  such  like  1  Surely,  sir,  said  I,  because 
^ve  we  e  so  oc  upied  u  ot!  er  matters  tl  at  we  had  o  t  n  e  to 
exam  ne  them  how  they  agre  d  i  tl  the  Wo  d  of  God  "W  hat 
E  1  he  s  rely  you  n  took  the  matter  you  will  refer  ou 
sel  es  wb  lly  to  us  there  %  No  ty  tl  e  ia  th  H  ar  to  God 
sa  d  I  we  will  [  a«s  otl  g  1  efore  we  unde  ta  d  vhat  it 
la  for  tl  at  were  but  to  Bake  you  Popes  n  ake  jou  Popes 
nbo  Ii^t  sa  d  I  for  ve  uill  make  you  none 

Thus  I  la  e  holden  )oa  long  with  my  rude  jeecl  the 
•wb  ch  s  nee  it  ten  leth  wh  lly  v  th  pure  con  c  n  e  to  seek  the 
advancement  of  God  s  glorj  our  ho  oural  le  ''ove  e  ^  s  safety 
ind  the  sure  dele  ce  of  tl  s  noble  sle  of  England  and  all  b 
ma  nt  n  ng  of  11  e  hhert  e  f  tb  s  1  ourahle  coun  I  tbe 
lo  nta  n  from  wl  en  e  all  tbeae  lo  epr  ng  my  humble  an  I 
1  earty  su  t  unto  yon  all  a  to  ac  pt  my  good  w  II  anl  that 
thi  that  I  1  a  e  )  ere  spol  e  out  ol  n  e  en  e  and  g  eat  zeal 
unto  inv  pr  noe  an  I  state,  may  not  1  e  bur  ed  n  the  p  t  of 
obhv  on  and  so  no  good    on  e  the  e  f 
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(f )  Sipeeah  of  Sir  W.  Mildmay,  la  Marcli,  1576. 
. .  ,  Trne  it  is,  that  nothing  can  be  well  concluded  in  a 
council  where  there  is  not  allowed,  in  debating  of  causes 
brought  in,  deliberation,  liberty,  and  freedom  of  speech  ;  other- 
wise, if  in  consultation  men  be  either  interrupted  or  terrified, 
so  as  they  cannot  nor  dare  not  speak  their  opinions  freely, 
like  as  that  council  cannot  but  be  reputed  ior  a  seryile  council, 
even  so  ail  the  proceedings  therein  shall  be  rather  to  satisfy 
the  wills  of  a  few,  than  to  determine  that  which  shall  be  just 
and  reasonable.  But  hecein  we  may  not  forget  to  put  a  differ- 
ence between  liberty  of  speeth  and  licentious  speech ;  for  by 
the  one  men  deliver  their  opinions  freely,  and  with  this  caution, 
that  all  be  spoken,  pertinently,  modestly,  reverently  and  dis- 
creetly; the  other  contrariwise  atteieth  all  impertinently, 
rashly,  arrogantly  and  irreverently,  without  respect  of  person, 
time  or  place :  and  though  freedom  of  speech  hath  always 
tod  to  the  Tower,  wliete 
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been  used  in  this  great  council  of  parliament,  and  is  a  thing 
most  necessary  to  be  preserved  amongst  us;  jet  tlie  same  was 
never  nor  ought  to  be  extended  f^o  far,  as  though  a  man  in  this 
House  may  speak  what  and  of  whom  he  list.  The  contrary 
whereof,  both  in  our  own  days  and  in  the  days  of  our  pre- 
decessors, by  the  punishment  of  such  inconsiderate  and  dis- 
orderly speakers,  hath  appeared.  B'Etces'  Jouraah,  p.  259. 

(g)  Speech  of  Mr  Wenlmn-tk',  i  March,  1587. 

Mr  Speaker,  forasmuch  as  such  laws  as  God  is  to  he 
honoured  by,  and  that  also  such  laws  as  our  noble  Sovereign 
and  this  woi-thy  realm  of  England  are  to  be  enriched,  strength- 
ened and  preserved  by  from  all  foreign  and  domestic  enemies 
and  traitors,  are  to  be  made  by  this  honourable  council,  I  . . . 
do  earnestly  desire,  by  question,  to  be  satisfied  of  a  few  ques- 
tions to  he  moved  by  you,  Mr  Speaker,  coBcerning  the  liberty 
of  this  honourable  council.  Whei efoje  I  pray  you,  Mr  Speaker, 
eftsoons  U>  move  these  few  articles,  by  question,  whereby 
every  one  of  this  House  may  know  how  far  he  may  proceed  in 
this  honourable  council,  in  matters  that  concern  the  glory  of 
God  and  our  true  and  loyal  service  to  our  prince  and  state. 
For  I  am  fully  peiauaded,  that  God  cannot  be  honoured,  neither 
our  noble  prince  or  commonweal  preserved  or  maintained, 
without  free  speech  and  consultation  of  this  honourable  council, 
both  which  consist  upon  the  liberties  of  this  honourable 
council,  and  the  knowledge  of  them  also.  So  here  are  the 
questions,  Mr  Speaker  :  I  humbly  and  heartily  beseech  you  to 
give  them  reading,  and  God  grant  us  true  and  faithful  hearts  in 
answering  of  them ;  for  the  true,  faithful,  and  hearty  service  of 
our  merciful  God,  our  lawful  prince,  and  this  whole  and 
worthy  realm  of  England,  will  much  consist  hereafter  upon  the 
answer  unto  these  questions  .  .  . ; 

WJiether  this  council  he  not  a  place  for  any  member  of  the 
same  here  assembled,  freely  aod  without  controlment  of  any 
person,  or  danger  of  laws,  by  hill  or  speech,  to  utter  any  of  the 
griefs  of  this  eommonwealth  whatsoever,  touching  the  service  of 
God,  the  safety  of  the  prince,  and  this  noble  realm  ?— Whether 

>  The  apeaker  was  FeteF  Wentwoitb. 
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that  great  honour  may  lie  done  unto  God  and  benefit  and 
service  unto  the  prince  and  state  without  free  speech  in  this 
council,  which  muy  be  doLe  with  it  1 — Whether  there  be  any 
council  which  can  mahe,  add  to  or  diminish  from  the  laws  of 
the  realm,  hut  only  this  council  of  parliament  T — Whether  it  be 
not  against  the  orders  of  this  council  to  make  any  secret  or 
matter  of  weight,  which  is  here  in  hand,  known  to  the  prince 
or  any  other,  conoeruing  the  high  Bervice  of  Gnd,  prince  or 
Etate,  without  the  consent  of  the  house  ! — Whether  the  Speaker 
or  any  other  may  interrupt  any  memher  of  this  council  in  hia 
Fpeech  used  in  this  House,  tending  to  any  of  the  forenamed 
high  services  "i — Whether  the  Speaker  may  rise  when  he  will, 
any  matter  being  propcunded,  without  consent  of  the  House,  or 
not  J — Whether  the  Speaker  may  overrule  the  House  in  any 
matter  or  cause  there  in  question ;  or  whether  he  is  to  be  ruled 
or  overmied  in  any  matter,  or  not  % — Whether  the  prince  and 
state  can  continue,  stand  and  be  maintained  without  this 
council   of  parliament,    not   altering  the    govei'nment   of  the 

state  ',  If  Sacs'  Joamale,  p.  411. 

(h)  Message  from  the  Queen  to  the  Lords,  27  Februari/,  1589. 
My  Lord  Treasurer  showed  them  that  the  message  from  her 
Majesty  delivered  this  day  unto  the  Lords  of  (he  Upper  House 
was  concerning  two  Bills  ...  the  one  concerning  Purveyors 
and  the  other  touching  process  and  pleadings  in  the  Court  of 
Exchequer,  a,  thing  misliked  of  her  Majesty  in  both  those  caaea, 
tlie  one  binding  to  the  officers  and  ministers  of  her  own  house- 
hold, and  the  other  to  the  officers  and  ministers  of  her  own  court 
[and]  of  her  own  revenues ;  in  both  of  which  if  any  should 
demean  theniselvHS  any  way  unlawfully  or  untruly,  her  Majesty 
was  of  herself  (iie  said)  both  able  and  willing  to  see  due  re- 
formation, and  so  would  do  to  public  example  of  others  upon 
any  of  the  said  officera  and  ministers  which  at  any  time  should 
be  found  to  offend  ,  .  ,  D'Eaei'  Journals,  p.  44a 

(i)  Sj>eech  ofllie  Lord  Keeper,  19  February,  1593. 
...  To  jour  three  demands  the  Queen  auswereth ;  liberty  of 

'  The  qiieRtions 
otber  meiubers  wt 
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speech  is  granted  yoa;  tut  how  far  this  is  io  be  thought  on, 
there  be  two  things  of  most  necessity,  and  those  two  do  most 
harm,  which  are  wit  and  speech :  the  one  exercised  in  inven- 
tiou,  and  the  other  in  uttering  things  invented.  Privilege  of 
speech  is  granted,  but  you  must  know  what  privilege  you 
have  ;  not  to  speak  every  one  what  he  listeth,  or  what  cometli 
in  his  brain  to  utter  that ;  hut  your  priTJlege  is,  aye  or  no. 
"Wherefore,  Mr  Speaker,  her  Majesty's  pleasure  is,  That  if  you 
perceive  any  idle  heads,  w^hich  will  not  stick  to  hazard  their 
own  e  tates,  which  will  meddle  with  reforming  the  Church 
and  transforming  the  Commonwealth,  and  do  exhibit  any  bills 
to  such  purpose,  that  you  receive  them  not,  until  they  i)e 
viewed  and  considered  by  those  who  it  is  fitter  should  consider 
of  such  things  and  can  better  judge  of  them.  To  your  persons 
all  piivilege  is  granted,  with  th-s  caveat,  that  under  colour  of 
this  pnvilege,  no  man's  ill-doings  or  not  performing  of  duties 
he  coveted  and  protected.  The  last;  free  access  is  granted  to 
her  Mijefcty's  peisoii,  so  that  it  be  upon  urgent  and  weighty 
causes,  and  at  times  convenient,  and  when  her  Majesty  may  be 
at  leisure  from  other  important  causes  of  the  realm, 

D'Etcea'  Journals,  p.  460. 

(k)  Message  from  the  Queen  to  tlte  Commons,  27  Feb.,  1593, 
[The  fi'pea.ker.']  The  Message  delivered  me  from  her  Majesty 
consisteth  of  three  things ;  first,  tlie  end  for  which  the  Par- 
liament was  called :  secondly,  the  speech  which  her  Majesty 
used  by  my  Loid  Keeper:  thirdly,  what  her  pleasure  and 
commandment  now  is.  For  the  first,  '  It  is  in  me  and  my 
power'  (I  speak  now  in  her  Majesty's  person)  'to  call  parlia- 
ments ;  and  it  is  in  my  power  to  end  and  determine  the  same ; 
it  is  in  my  power  to  assent  or  dissent  to  unything  done  in 
Pai'liament . . , ' 

Her  Majesty's  most  excellent  pleasure  being  then  delivered 
unto  US'  by  the  Lord  Keeper,  it  was  not  meant  we  should 
meddle  with  matters  of  state,  or  in  causes  ecclesiastical  (for  so 
her  Majesty  termed  them).  She  wondered  '  that  any  would  he 
of  so  high  commandment  to  attempt '  (I  use  her  own  words) 
'a  thing  contrary  to  that  which  she  hath  so  expressly  for- 
bidden ' ;  wherefore,  with  this  she  was  highly  displeased.     And 
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because  the  words  then  spoken  by  my  Lord  Keeper  are  not 
now  perhaps  well  remembered,  or  some  be  now  here  that  were 
not  there,  her  Majesty's  present  charge  and  express  command 
is,  '  That  no  bills  touching  matters  of  state,  or  reformation  in 
8  eeclesiastical,  be  exhibited,'  And,  upon  my  allegiance, 
"  1,  if  any  sueh  bill  be  exhibited,  not  to  read  it. 
D'Kvite'  Jomttah,  p.  478, 


4.  Fbeedom  prom  Abrest. 
(a)  House  of  Lords. 

[30  June,  1572]  .  ■  -  Whereas,  upon  complaint  and  declaration 
made  to  the  said  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal,  by  Henry  Lord 
Cromwell,  a  Lord  of  the  Parliament,  that,  in  a  cause  between 
one  James  Tavernor  against  the  said  Lord  Cromwell  depending  in 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  ,  .  .  the  person  of  the  eaid  Lord  Crom- 
well was  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Noifolk  attached,  by 
virtue  of  a  writ  of  attachment  proceeding  out  of  the  aaid  Court 
of  Chancery,  contrary  to  the  ancient  privilege  and  immunity, 
*ime  out  of  memory,  unto  the  Loi'ds  of  Parliament  and  Peers  of 
this  realm  in  such  case  used  and  allowed,  as  on  the  behalf  of 
the  said  Lord  Cromwell  was  declared  and  affirmed;  wherein 
the  aaid  Lord  Cromwell,  as  a  Iiord  of  ParUaraent,  prayed 
remedy : 

Forasmuch  as,  upon  deliberate  examination  of  this  canse,  in 
the  said  Parliament-Chamber,  in  the  presence  of  the  Judges 
and  others  of  the  Queen's  Majesty's  learned  Counsel,  there 
attendant  in  Parliament,  and  upon  declaration  of  the  opinion 
of  the  said  Judges  and  learned  Counsel,  there  hath  been  no 
matter  directly  produced  nor  declared,  whereby  it  did  appear  or 
seem  to  the  said  Lords  of  Parliament  there  assembled  that,  by 
the  common  law  or  custom  of  the  realm,  or  hy  any  statute  law, 
or  hy  any  precedent  of  the  said  Court  of  Chancery,  it  is 
warranted  that  the  pei-son  of  any  Lord,  having  place  and  voice 
in  Parliament,  in  the  like  case  in  the  said  Court  of  Chancery 
before  this  time  bath  been  attached ;  so  as  the  awarding  of  the 
said  attachment  at  the  suit  of  the  said  Tavernor  against  the 
Bfdd  Lord  Cromwell,  for  anything  as  yet  declared  unto  the  said 
Lords,  appeareth  to  be  derogatory  and  prejudicial  to  the  ancient 
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privilege  claimed  to  belong  to  tbe  said  Lord  of  this  realm: 
therefore  it  is  .  .  .  Ordered  by  consent  of  all  tlie  said  Lords  in 
Parliament  there  assembled,  That  the  person  of  the  said  Loitl 
Cromwell  be  from  henceforth  discharged  of  and  from  the  said 
attachment.  Lords'  Joia-naU,  1.  727. 

(b)  House  of  Commons. 

(i)  Mai-tin's  case',  11  March,  1587. 

Mr  Speaker  .  .  .  moved  these  questions  to  the  House,  viz. 

First,  whether  they  would  limit  a  time  certain  or  a  reasonable 

time  to   any  member  of  the   House   for  his  privilege.     The 

House  answered,  A  convenient  time. 

Secondly,  whether  Mr  Martin  was  arrested  within  this 
reasonable  time.     The  House  answered,  Yea. 

Thirdly,  if  White  should  be  punished  for  arresting  Martin. 
The  House  answered,  No,  because  the  arrest  was  twenty  days 
before  the  beginning  of  the  Parliament,  and  unknown  to  him 
that  would  be  taken  for  reasonable  time  .  .  . 

D'Ewes'  Journals,  pp.  410-4T4. 

(2)  NeaWa  ease,  6  Ain-il,  1593. 
Wesselen  Weblen,  beer-brewer,  and  John  Lightburn,  serjeant- 
at-mace,  being  present  at  the  Ear  and  charged  by  Mr  Speaker 
very  deeply  and  amply  with  their  great  contempt  against  the 
authority  and  jurisdiction  of  this  most  High  Court  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  arresting  of  Mr  Francis  Neale,  one  of  the  members  of 
this  honourable  assembly,  to  the  great  piejndice  and  derogation 
of  the  ancient  and  usual  liberties  and  privileges  of  this  House 
...  It  was  in  the  end  resolved  npon  the  question,  That  they 
sliould  be  committed  prisoners  to  the  Tower  by  order  of  this 
House,  there  to  remain  during  the  pleasure  of  this  House  .  .  . 
D'Swea'  Journals,  p.  519. 

(3)  Mtxherbert's  cage',  5  April,  1593. 
[Pnvilege  was  refused]  First,  because  he  was  taken  in  execu- 
tion before  the  return  of  the  indenture  of  his  election ;  secondly, 

'  Hartlu  wBB  orreeted  during 
'  Fiizherbei't  was  arrested  0 
el^iou  to  parlutment. 
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because  he  had  been  outlawed  at  the  Queen's  enlt,  and  was  now 
taken  in  execution  for  her  Majesty's  debt ;  thirdly  and  lastly,  in 
regard  that  he  was  so  taken  hy  the  sheriff,  neither  se<fcm(e2'arft«- 
mento  not  etmdo  nor  redewado.  D'Etoes'  Journals,  p,  518. 

(c)  Memhers"  servants. 
(i)  Digges'  case  {House  of  Lords),  I  Dec,  1584. 
[December  i,  1584]  .  .  .  MemDiandum,  that  where  James 
Digges,  one  of  the  ordinary  gentlemen  of  my  Lord's  Grace  of 
Canterbury,  was  cotamitted  to  the  Fleet  upon  iv  Keddtt  se  in 
the  Exchequer,  sithence  the  beginning  of  this  present  parlia- 
ment, the  Loiiis,  at  the  motion  of  my  Iiord's  Grace,  claiming  tte 
ancient  privilege  of  this  High  Court,  gave  commandment  to  the 
Gentlenian  Usher  that  the  said  James  Digges  should'  be  brought 
before  ihem ;  and  this  day  the  said  Lords  .  .  .  ordered,  That 
the  said  James  Digges,  by  virtue  of  the  privilege  of  this  Court, 
shonld  be  enlarged  and  set  at  liberty.  Lords'  Journals,  1, 66. 

(2)  Smallei/'a  caae^  (Bou^e  of  Commons),  Feb.  1576. 
[Feb.  31,  1576]  .  .  .  Report  was  made  by  Mr  Attorney  of 
the  Duchy  .  .  .  That  the  said  Committees  found  no  precedent 
for  setting  at  large  by  the  mace  any  person  in  arrest,  but  only 
by  writ ;  and  that  ...  it  appeareth  that  every  knight,  citizen 
and  burgess  of  this  House,  which  doth  require  privilege,  hath 
been  used  in  that  case  to  take  a  corporal  oath  before  the  Lord 
Chancellor  .  .  .  that  the  party  for  whom  such  writ  is  made 
came  up  with  him  and  was  his  servant  at  the  time  of  the  arrest 

[Feb.  27]  .  .  ,  After  sundry  reasons,  arguments,  and  disputa- 
tions it  ia  resolved,  That  Edward  Smalley,  servant  unto  Arthur 
Halle,  Esquire,  shall  be  brought  hither  to-morrow  by  the 
Serjeant,  and  bo  set  at  liberty  by  warrant  of  the  mace  and  not 
by  writ. 

[Feb.  28]  ,  .  .  Edward  Smalley  .  . .  being  this  day  brought  to 
the  Bar  in  this  House  by  the  serjeant  of  this  House  and 
accompanied  with  two  Serjeants  of  London,  was  presently 
delivered  from  his  imprisonment  and  execution,  according  to 

'  Smalley.  Eerrant  to  Mr  Hall,  hsTin^  been  srreEted,  the  Uonse  >p- 
pointed  a  Ctanmittee  to  Bearoli  fijr  precedents. 


yGoosle 


1697.]  Privileges  of  Parliament.  129 

the  former  judgment  of  ihis  House,  and  the  said  Serjeants  of 
London  discharged  of  their  said  prisoner. 

Commom'  JouTjiaU,  L  JO7-109. 

5.  Freedom  fkom  Subp<ehas,  and  fkom  sbrvhig  on  3tjrie3, 
(a)  Cook's  ease  {suh^mna),  1585. 
[Fehruary  10,  1585]  ...  In  a  case  of  siAp(ena  out  of  the 
Chancery,  served  upon  Eichard  Cook,  Esquire,  a  member  of 
this  House  ...  it  was  ordered  that  Mr  Eecorder  of  London 
[and  two  others]  shall  presently  repair  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
House  into  the  .  .  ,  court  of  Ohanceiy,  and  there  to  signify  unto 
the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  that  by  the 
ancient  liherties  of  this  House  the  members  of  the  same  are 
privileged  from  being  served  with  euhpixnas  , .  , 

[February  11]...  Mr  Eecorder  of  London  .  , .  being  returned 
from  the  Chancery,  did  declare  unto  the  House  that  thej  have 
been  in  Chancery  .  ,  ,  and  were  answered  by  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor that  he  thought  this  House  had  no  eucli  liberty  of 
privilege  for  suhjicenas  aa  ihey  pretended  . .  . 

D'Evici  Journals,  p.  347. 

(b)  Stepneth's  case  (suhpcma),  Feb.  1585. 
[Feb.  II,  1585]  .  .  .  After  sundry  motions  ...  it  was  at  last 
resolved  by  this  House  that  the  said  Mr  Kirle'  had  committed 
a  great  contempt  to  this  whole  House  and  the  liberties  and 
privileges  of  the  same  . . . ,  and  thereupon  ordered  aad  adjudged 
by  this  House,  That  the  said  Anthony  KLrle  thall  for  his  said 
conteiopt  be  committed  prisoner  to  the  Serjeant's  ward  and 
custody,  there  to  remain  during  the  pleasure  of  this  House,  and 
shall  also  . . .  pay  unto  the  said  Mr  Stepneth  ...  his  costs 
and  chaiges  .  .  .  D' JBwee' JonTitaU,  p.  348. 

(c)  Trade's  ease  {jury),  Nov.  1597. 
[Nov.  22,  1597]  ...  Sir  Edward  Hobbie  moved  the  House 
for  privilege  for   Sir   John    Tracie,  being  a  member  of  this 
House  and  now  presently  at  the  Common  Pleas  to  be  put  on 

D  Mr  Stepnetii, 
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a  jury.  Whereupon  the  Serjeant  of  this  Hoose  was  presently 
sent  with  the  mace  to  call  the  Baid  Sir  John  Tracie  to  iiia 
attendance  in  this  House  .  .  .  and  the  aaid  Sir  John  then 
returned  to  this  House.  D'Ewea'  Jounmls,  p.  560. 

6.  Eight  of  exahihikq  Ketubhs  asd  deteruihiug 
XHE  QuALiFiCATioKB  or  IIIbubebs. 

(a)  Eetwma :  Norfolk  election,',  1586;  resolutions  oj  the  Souse 
of  Commons. 

First,  That  the  first  writ  was  duly  executed  and  the  election 
good,  and  the  second  election  absolutely  void. 

Secondly,  That  it  was  a  most  [lerilous  precedent  that,  after 
two  knights  of  a  county  were  duly  elected,  any  new  writ  should 
issue  out  for  a  second  election  without  order  of  the  House  of 
Coromons  itself. 

Thirdly,  That  the  discussing  and  adjudging  of  this  and  such- 
like differences  only  belonged  to  the  said  House. 

Fourthly,  That  though  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  Judges  were 
competent  Judges  iu  their  proper  courts,  yet  they  were  not  in 
parliament. 

Fifthly,  That  it  should  be  entered  in  the  very  journal-book  of 
the  House  that  the  said  first  election  waa  approved  to  be  good, 
and  the  said  knights  then  chosen  had  been  received  and  allowed 
as  members  of  the  House,  not  out  of  any  respect  the  said 
House  had  or  gave  to  the  resolution  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  and 
Judges  therein  passed,  hut  merely  by  reason  of  the  resolution  of 
the  House  itself,  by  which  the  said  election  had  been  approved. 

Sixthly  and  lastly.  That  there  should  no  message  be  sent  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  not  so  much  as  to  know  what  he  had  done 
therein,  because  it  was  conceived  to  be  a  matter  derogatory  to 
the  power  and  piivilege  uf  the  Sidd  House. 

D'Eaes'  JoMrvaU,  p.  397. 

'  An  election  for  the  county  of  Norfolk  having  taken  place,  in  which 
there  waa  some  iDfunnitlity,  a.  second  writ  was  issued  and  a.  i^econi!  election 
made.  The  Chancellor  and  the  J  ni'^ie  decided  the  first  election  to  be 
gciud.  The  HouEC  appointed  a  Committee  (Nov.  9,  Ij86)  'to  examine  the 
Etate  and  circumBtancea  of  the  returns'  for  Norfolk,  and  in  accordance 
with  their  report  pasBed  the  above  reaoliitionf. 
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(b)  Qnalt/ieations :  Smyths  ca'ie  {(wtlaury)   1559 
[Feb.   24,    1559}  .  .  .  John    Smyth    returned   Bui^ew   fur 
Camelford  .  .  . ,  upon  a  declaiation  bj  Mr  Uir^he  that  he  hid 
come   to  this  House  being  outlawed    and  also  hid  decened 
divers  merchants  in  London  .  the  eiamination  wheieof 

was  found  and  reported  to  be  tiue  upon  wh  ch  natters 

consultation   had  in  the   House    the   question  v,as  asked  by 
Mr  Speaker,  if  he  should  have  piiyilege  of  this  Honse  or  not 
ordered.  That  he  shall  atill  continue  a  member  of  this  House. 

Coianioiie  Journals,  I.  p.  55. 

(c)  Lord  Russdl's  case:  {eldest  sons  of  peers),  1576. 
[Feb.  9,  1576].  It  Is  this  ilaj  ordered  by  this  House  .  ,  . 
that  John  Lord  Russell,  son  and  heir  apparent  of  the  .  .  .  Earl 
of  Bedford,  being  a  burgess  for  the  borough  of  Bridport .  .  . 
shall  continue  a  member  of  this  House,  a^xordtng  to  the  like 
former  precedent  in  the  like  case  had  heretofore  of  the  said 
now  Earl  his  father.  Commons'  Jouniak,  I.  p.  104. 

7.  Eight  op  punishment  and  expulsion  of  Members. 
Hall's  case,  1581. 

[February  14,  1581]  .  ,  .  Where  it  was  informed  unto  this 
House  .  .  .  that  Arthur  Haile,  of  Grantham,  in  the  county  of 
Lincoln,  Esquire,  had  sithenoe  the  last  session  of  Parliament 
made,  set  forth  in  print  and  published  a  book  ...  in  part 
greatly  tending  to  the  slander  and  reproach  not  only  of  Sir 
Robert  Bell  .  . . ,  late  Speaker  of  this  Parliament,  and  of  sundry 
the  particular  members  of  this  House,  but  also  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  House  in  the  same  last  session  of  Parliament, 
in  a  cause  that  concerned  the  said  Arthur  Halle  and  one 
Smalley  his  man:  and  that  theie  was  also  contained  a  long 
discourse,  tending  to  the  dimiiiishment  of  the  ancient  authority 
of  this  House  . .  . :  Resolved  and  ordered  hy  the  whole  House, 
without  any  one  negative  voice.  That  he  should  he  committed 
to  prison  :  and .  .  .  that  he  should  be  committed  to  the  prison 
of  the  Tower,  as  the  prison  usual  for  offenders  to  be  committed 
unto  hy  this  House :  and  that  he  should  remain  in  the  said 
prison  of  the  Tower  by  the  space  of  six  months  .  .  . :  and  .  .  , 
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that  a  fine  sliould  Tie  assessed  by  this  House,  to  the  Queen's 
Majesty's  use,  upon  the  said  Arthur  Halle  .  ,  .:  and  .  .  .  that  tlie 
same  fine  should  be  five  hundred  marks :  and  .  .  .  that  the 
taid  Arthur  Halle  should  presently  Tie  removed  .  .  .  from  being 
any  longer  a  member  of  this  House  during  the  continuance  of 
this  present  Parliament ;  and  that  the  Speater  .  .  ,  should 
direct  a  warrant  fiom  this  House  ...  for  a  new  Burses?  to  be 
returned  into  this  present  Pailiament  for  the  taid  birough  of 
Grantbam,  in  the  lieu  and  stead  of  the  said  Arthur  Halle,  so  aa 
before  disabled  any  longer  to  be  a  member  of  this  House. 

CojnnioBs'  Jonnials,  I.  pp.  12G,  IVJ. 

8.  JuKiSDiCTioiT  OVER  PERSONS  NOT  Membehs  op 
Pariiamknt, 

(a)  The  Corporation  of  Westhury,  1571. 
May  10,  1571  . .  .  Forasmuch  as  Thomas  Longe.  gentleman, 
returned  one  of  the  Burgesses  for  the  borough  for  Westhury  .  .  . 
being  a  very  simple  man  and  of  small  capacity  to  serve  in  that 
place,  hath  this  day  in  open  court  confessed  that  he  gave  unto 
Anthony  Garlande,  Mayor  of  the  said  town  of  Westbnry  and 
unto  one  Watts  of  the  same  town,  the  sum  of  £4  for  that  place 
and  room  of  burgessship ;  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  Anthony 
Oarlande  and  the  said  Watts  shallimmediatelyrepay  unto  the  said 
Thomas  Longe  the  said  sum  of  £4  ;  and  also  that  a  fine  of  £20 
be  by  this  House  assessed  upon  the  corporation  or  inhabitants 
of  the  said  town  of  Westhury,  .  .  .  for  their  said  lewd  and 
sianderoua  attempt  .  .  .  Commone'  Joumalt,  1.  p.  88. 

(b)  Williams'  case,  1576. 
February  29,  1576  .  .  .  Upon  a  motion  made  by  Ifobert 
Baynebrigge,  gentleman,  one  of  the  Burgesses  .  .  .  against  one 
Williams,  as  well  for  sundry  unfitting  speeches  pronounced  by 
the  said  Williams,  in  misliking  of  the  present  state  and  irovem- 
ment  of  thi.f  realm,  as  bIbo  for  threatening  and  assaulting  of 
the  said  Eoberf  Baynebrigge ;  the  Serjeant  of  this  House  is 
thereupon,  by  order  of  this  House,  presently  sent  for  the  said 
Williams  ...  to  answer  unto  thia  House  of  such  matters  as 
shall  be  objected  against  him  , .  . 
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Walter  "Williams,  being  brought  to  the  Ear,  confessed  that 
he  did  strike  Mr  Bayuebrigge  and  that  he  offered  to  strike  at 
him  with  his  dagger ;  whereupon  it  is  ordered  that  he  remain 
in  the  Serjeaiit'B  waid,  till  the  order  of  this  House  he  further 
known  tomonow.  Coaaaona'  Jiiamuk,  I.  p.  105. 

9.  Peivacy  op  Debate. 
April  5,  1571.  Thomas  Clarke  and  Anthony  Bull,  of  the 
Inner  Temple  in  London,  gentlemen,  were  by  this  House  com- 
mitted to  the  Serjeant's  ward  until  further  order  should  be  taken 
with  them ;  for  that  they  presumed  to  enter  into  this  House 
and  were  themselves  no  membera  of  the  same,  as  themselves  at 
the  Bar  confessed.  ComriioDs'  JoumaU,  I.  p.  83. 


ni.—UNPARLIAMENTAR  Y  TAXATION. 
\.  DisTKAiHT  OP  Knighthood. 
Pro  Ordine  Militari  recipiendo  de  sumT/iOnitiomhua. 
Itegina  praedilectis  et  fidelihus  suis  Roberto  Domino  Dudley, 
raagistro  eqiiorum,  [et  quatuor  aliis],  salutem.  Cum  nos,  ex 
certia  causis  urgentibus,  diveisa  brevia  nostia  onmihus  et  sin- 
gulis vicecomitibus  de  quoiibet  comitatu,  civitate  et  burgo 
regni  nostri  Angliae  maudaverimua,  piaecipiendo  quod  quilibet 
hujusmoJi  vicecomea  summoneret  omties  et  singulos  infra 
balllTas  suas,  tam  infra  libertates  quam  estra,  terras  tenementa 
vel  haereditamenta  quaecumque  annui  Valeria  quadraginta 
librainim  in  usu  vel  possessione  habentes,  quod  compareant  ad 
certum  diem  et  locum  in  hujusmodi  brevibus  contentos,  ad 
recipiendum  ordiuem  militarem  justa  formam  statuti  in  hujus- 
modi casu  editi  et  provisi ;  Sciatis  quod  nos  .  .  .  assignavimus 
TOB  com  missionaries  nostros  ad  traotandtim,  communicaiidum  et 
eomponendum  cum  omnibus  et  singulis  subditia  ncistris  qui 
finem  nohiscum  facere  voluerint  pro  esoneratioue  piaedicti 
ordinis  militaris  hac  vice  :  dantea  et  concedentes  vobis,  quatuor, 
tribiiB  vel  duobus  vestrum,  plenam  auctoritatem  et  potestatem 
per  pra«sentes  tractaiidi  .  .  .  et  concludendi  cum  omnibua  et 
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singulis  dictie  subditis  nostrie  qui  finem.  nobiscum  in  bujusraodi 
casu  facere  voluerint,  neenon  taxandi  et  assidfindi  Lujusmodi 
fines  ad  certam  pecuniarum  sumraam,  prout  cum  mibditis  nostris 
praedictis,  quibus  interest  in  hac  parte,  concordaie  poteritis,  ac 
diem  solutionis  hujiismodi  finium  limitandi  et  appuiictandi 
juxta  aanas  dlscretiones  vestras  . .  . 

Teste  Kegina  apud  Weatmoiiasterium  [ao  Dec.  1558] 
Per  ipsaoi  Eegiaam. 
Rymer,  Fadera,  S.V.  p.  493. 

2.  Loans. 

(a)  Cireutar  letter  from  the  Council  to  the  Lorda-Lieutenant  of 
tlie  cou/nttes  for  a  loan  '. 
Afifir  our  very  hearty  commendationB  to  jaar  good  lordship, 
we  doubt  not  but  both  to  your  lordship  and  also  to  others  that 
have  bad  any  charge  this  last  year  in  any  part  of  government 
within  this  realm  it  is  manifest,  bow  neeessai-y  it  was  that  this 
realm  was  defended  both  by  se<»  and  land  in  such  sort  as  had 
bee         a    ga     t  tb       mm      p  t    t       my   ttempt    g  to  h 

ad  d  and  m   1    a       q      t    f  th       m      wh  tb    Q 

M  J    ty  w  tb  tb  t  f  &  d       p       1  f      u        d   by 

P  f  gr    t  t  wh   h    h    h  1         t  j         1 

dftbmt  ftlttfthh  Imhth 

ewd         th  tb       Hthpepl  1         mfrt 

d     t  t         d  b      by  b  rej   1    d      th  t  1     es 

ffmy       ddh  ytn        thl       bMjtynh 

tdm       tbtmt  rytmk        wpi      t         f 

th      t        tl  t    11  t      f  re       1   th  l:y    ea       d  1     d   t 

-V    t     w  th  t     d  th  ttempt      I  th  my  th 

ril        g 

And  t     tb    m        ei     d    1   Ip  t    th        t       tl      gbt  by  h 
Jt  J    tj  a  d  f  h  1  th  t  p         tly  m  be  m  d 

tp        ]        m  tmfmylyjfln 

lending  of  her  good  and  faithful  subjects,  as  heretofore  hatli 
been  yielded  unto  her  Majesty  in  f  imes  of  less  need  and  danger, 
aud  yet  always  fully  repaid.  And.  to  this  end  we  have  thoaght 
meet  by  her  Majesty's  direction  to  commend  the  care  hereof  to 
'  Dsted  4  December,  1588  (Strjpe), 
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your  lordship,  having  charge  by  her  Majesly,  as  her  lieutenant 
in  the  said  shire  ;  praying  your  lordship  that  without  any  delay 
Tour  lordship  will  consider,  either  by  your  own  knowledge  or 
with  secret  conference  with  some  such  in  that  ehire  aa  you  think 
to  be  well  affected  to  this  service  and  are  of  knowledge  to 
itifoim  your  lordship  therein,  how  of  each  paiticular  person, 
lieing  Biea  of  lands  or  of  wealth  in  goods,  such  particular  sums 
might  be  reasonably  required  by  her  Majesty's  letters  under  her 
privy  seal  in  way  of  loan  in  that  whole  county,  [as  that]  her 
Majesty  might  he  assured  upon  her  demand  by  her  said  letters 
to  evei-y  several  person  to  have  the  total  sum  within  that  shire 
of  [blank]  or  rather  more. 

And  to  tliis  purpose  we  require  your  lordship  to  consider  if 
the  number  of  all  such  as  are  known  to  be  of  sufS.cient  livelihootJ 
and  wealth  within  that  shire,  of  wiiom  you  shall  think  her 
Majesty  may  readily  have  by  way  of  loan,  only  for  the  space  of 
one  whole  year,  such  particular  sums  of  hundreds  of  pounds  or 
of  half  hundreds  of  pounds,  or  at  the  least  not  under  the  sum 
of  £25,  according  as  the  abilities  of  the  people  shall  seem  mett 
to  yield. 

And  in  this  matter  we  require  you  to  forbear  none  that  hath 
any  residence  within  that  shire,  being:  in  your  opinion  able  to 
satisfy  this  purpose.  And  yet  if  there  be  any  person  of  ability, 
that  is  an  officer  to  her  Majesty  iu  any  of  her  courts  of  tecord 
or  of  her  revenue,  that  bath  any  fee  or  yearly  profit  by  any 
such  office,  we  require  you  to  make  a  special  note  of  such,  with 
your  opinion  of  the  sums  to  be  demanded :  for  that  we  are 
puipased  that  if  the  sums  noted  by  you  upon  them  shall  not 
seem,  to  us  suf&cient  for  her  Majesty's  service,  the  same  shall  be 
by  us  assessed  to  such  sums  as  we  shall  think  reasonable. 

And  to  conclude,  we  require  your  lordship,  with  all  speed  that 
you  caa,  to  enter  into  consideration  hereof;  and  to  send  to  us 
in  writing  the  names  and  surnames,  with  addition  of  their 
dwelling  places,  of  all  such  as  shall  seem  meet  and  able  to  make 
this  mauEer  of  loan,  so  as  the  total  sum  above-mentiuned,  or 
a  greater  sum,  may  be  duly  had. 

Strype,  Annah,  VI.  p.  40. 
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(b)  Privy  Seal  for  a  loan. 
To  our  trusty   and  well-'beloved    Thomas    Lawley   of  the 
Coppies,  gent. ' 

Ey  the  Queen. 
Trusty  and  well-ljeloved,  we  greet  you  well.  "Whereas  for 
the  hetter  -withstiinding  of  the  intended  invasion  of  this  realm, 
upon  the  great  preparations  made  by  the  King  of  Spain  both 
by  sea  and  land  the  last  year,  the  same  having  been  such  as  tbo 
like  was  never  prepared  at  any  time  against  this  realm,  we  were 
enforced  for  the  defence  of  the  same  and  of  our  good  and  loving 
subjects  to  be  at  infinite  chrtrges  both  by  sea  and  laud,  especially 
for  that  the  said  intended  invasion  tended  directly  to  the  con- 
quest of  the  realm ;  and  finding  also  by  such  intelligences  as 
we  daily  receive  that  the  like  preparations  are  now  making  for 
the  like  intent  the  nest  year  by  the  said  King,  for  the  with- 
standing whereof  it  shall  be  necessary  for  us  to  prepare  both  by 
sea  and  laud  which  cannot  be  performed  without  great  charges; 
We  have  tl  f  th  bt  t  p  dient,  having  always  found 
our  good  and  1  bj    t   m    t       dyupon  such  like  occaBion 

to  furnish  u    1  y       y    f  1  f     >iie  convenient  portions  of 

money  agie    hi    w   1    th  t  t      (which  we  have  a  mind 

always  to  rep  y)  t    h  to  them  in  like  manner  at 

this  preiront  A  d  tb  f  hi  ^  made  choice  in  the  several 
parts  of  our  realm  of  a  number  able  to  do  us  this  kind  of  service 
(which  is  not  refused  betwixt  neighbour  and  neighbour), 
amongst  this  number  we  have  also  particularly  named  you, 
Thoiiiiw  Lawley,  for  your  ability  and  good  will  you  bear  to  us 
and  our  realm,  to  be  one.  Wherefore  we  require  yon  to 
pay  to  our  use  the  sum  of  £2^  to  such  person  as  by  our 
lieutenant  of  that  county  shall  be  named  to  you  by  his  band 
writing.  And  these  our  letters  of  privy  seal  subscribed  by  the 
party  so  named  by  our  lieutenaat  that  shall  receive  the  same, 
confessing  the  time  of  the  receipt  thereof,  shall  be  sufficient  to 
bind  UE,  our  beirs  and  successors,  duly  to  repay  the  said  sum  to 
you  or  to  your  assignes  at  the  end  of  one  year  from  the  time  of 
your  payment. 
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Given  under  our  privy  seal  at  our  palace  of  WestminBter  the 
xs'li  day  of  February  in  the  xxxi^t  year  of  our  reign. 

Tho.  Kerb. 
1589. 
Apnd  Watlesturge  decimo  nono  die  Aprilis  anno  regni  domine 
nostre  Eegine  Elizabethe  triceaimo  primo. 

Eeoeived  of  Thomaa  Lawley  Esquire  the  day  and  year  above- 
Eiud  X25  uuto  her  Majesty's  use  by  me, 

E.  Leiqhton. 
Stole  Fapere  {Dora.)  £lii.  ocxdj.  p.  12S. 

3.  Benevolekces. 

(a)  Benevolence  of  the  Clergy,  1587. 
Most  excellent  and  most  gracious  Sovereign  Lady ;  We,  your 
prelates  and  clergy  of  the  province  of  Canierbtiry,  now  gathered 
together  in  a  convocation  or  synod,  calling  lo  our  minds  . . .  the 
manifold  and  great  benefits  that  every  meniher  of  this  realm  .  . . 
doth  daily  receive,  by  tte  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  under  your 
Majesty's  most  happy  and  peaceable  government . , . ,  atid  further, 
seeing  the  infinite  occasions  that  through  the  execrable  malice 
of  the  enemies  of  the  Gospel  of  Christ  do  daily  arise,  whereby 
your  Highness  is  driven  to  many  extraordinary  and  inestimable 
expenses  .  .  .  ,  have  with  one  joint  consent  and  hearty  good 
will,  over  and  above  one  subsidy  of  6s.  in  the  pound  already 
granted  .  .  .,  do  give  and  grunt  unto  your  Highness'  person  only 
a  benevolence  or  contribution  of  3s.  of  every  whole  pound,  of 
the  clear  yearly  value  of  all  ecclesiastical  and  spiritual  promo- 
tioDB  within  the  said  province  of  Canterbury,  and  of  the  lands, 
benefices  and  appropriations  and  other  possessions  and  revenues 
to  the  same  belonging . . , ,  the  tenths  thereof  being  deducted ;  all 
vicarages  under  the  value  of  £10  .  . .  snd  all  lauds,  revenues, 
possessions,  benefices  and  appropriations  belonging  to  either  of 
the  Universities  of  Cambridge  or  Oxford  or  unto  any  college  in 
the  same  [or  belonging  to  certain  other  colleges,  or  assigned  for 
certain  purposes]  only  excepted  ;  the  same  contribution  or 
benevolence  ...  to  be  made  ....  at  three  several  payments  .  , .: 
the  first  thereof  to  be  due  the  first  of  May  nest,  and  the  second 
to  be  due  the  first  of  May  ,  .  .  1588,  and  the  third  to  be  due 
the  first  of  May  .  .  .  1589.  .  ,  .  [dated  4  March,  1586-7.] 

Sirype,  Whitgifl,  III.  pp.  ige-lgg;  cf.  id,  1.  p.  ^^■;, 
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(b)  y/ie  Queen's  acceptance  of  the  J 

1587. 
H^na,  etc.  omnibus  ad  quos,  etc.  si 

Cum  praelati  et  clerna  Cantuaviensia  proviuciae,  nostra 
auttoritate  in  synodo  buo  seu  convocatione  congregati . . ,  ultra  et 
praeter  subsidium  sex  eolidorum  singuiarum  librarum  annuarum, 
etiam  quandam  benevolam  contributionem  trium  solidonim  pro 
singulis  libria  annuis  omnium  et  siogulorum  beneficiorum 
suoruret  ecclesiasticorum  et  promotionum  spiritualium  quorum- 
cumque  ac  omnium  poasessionum  et  reventioniim  eisdem  annex- 
arum  seu  quoviamodo  spectantium  et  pertineatium  dederiut 
et  concesserint,  proufc  per  quoddam  aoriptum  seu  instr amentum 
publicum  sigillo  praedilecti  et  fidelis  consiiiaiii  nostvi  Johannia 
archiepiacopi  Cantuarienaia  munitum  et  nobis  exhibitum,  gereua 
datam  quaito  die  Martii  anno  domini  [1586),  plenius  liquet  et 
apparet ;  Sciatis  igitur  quod  noe,  ad  Immilem  petitionem  praela- 
torum  noetrorum  et  cleri  antedictorum,  praefatam  benevolae 
contributionis  concesslonem  acceptamus,  approbamus  ac  eandem 
confirmamuB, . . .  ac  insuper  sciatic  quod  . , .  Hcentiam,  factiltatem 
et  authoritatem  praelatis  nostris  et  clero  praedictis  in  Lac  prae- 
senti  synodo  congregatis  decernendi,  ordinandi  et  constitueudi 
quaecumque  decreta,  ordinationes  et  constitutionea  sjnodales,  ac 
eadeni  sic  per  ipsoa  decreta  ordinata  et  constituta  executioni 
mandandi  et  cum  efiectu  exequendi,  quae  sibi  commoda  seu 
opportuna  videbuntur,  pro  melLori  vera  et  justa  collectione  et 
solutioue  dictae  benevolae  contribution  is  .  .  .  concedimus  et 
confinnainua  per  praeaentes  .  .  . 

[Dated  9  March,  1586-7.] 

ByvKT,  Fadera,  XVI.  p.  5, 


IV.— JUDICATURE. 

1.  Tkial  op  the  Uuke  op  Nobfolk,  1572. 

Novi  anni  prinoipium  novum  et  triste  spectaculum  Londi- 

nensibus  in  praetorio  Westm  on  aster  iensi  exhibuit ;  pegma  enim 

ligneum  per  medium  praetorii  a  porta  ad  partem  superiorem 

erectum  et  ibi  tribunal  sedibus  utrinque    circumpositia,  cujua 
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modi  totis  octodecim  aniiis  videraiit  millnm.  Ad  hoc  Uie 
Januarii  xvi  Tbomas  Howardus,  Dux  Norfolciae,  inter  Owenum 
Hoptonum  Arcia  Londini  Piaefectum  et  Petrum  Carew  Eqnites 
Anratds,  fuuesta  securi  acie  aversa  jiraegestata,  ducitur.  In 
tiibunali  sedit  Georgius  Talbottua,  comes  Salopiae,  summus 
Angliae  Seneschallus  ad  ilium  diem  congtitutus;  utrinque 
proceres  q\ii  cognitorea  dati,  quos  pares  dicimus,  Reginaldua 
Greius  Comes  Cantii  [and  24  other  Peers]. 

Indicto  silentio  legitur  diploma  quo  senescliallo  anthoiitaa 
delata;  deinde  bacillum  albim  a  Carterio  '^.rmorum  Eeae  lli 
in  maims  traditur,  quod  ipse  paulo  post  primano  atneuii 
porrexit;  illejuxta  adstans  totojudicii  temfore  e  ectum  teniut 
Delude  eoraites  et  baronea  no  ui  at  m  cientur  et  ad  suum 
quiaqne  nomen  respondet.  &  lentio  iterum  indicto  Priele^tus 
Arcis  jubetur  praeceptum  suum  redbibere  et  Duoem  pro  tnlu 
nali  siatere.  Mox  sistitur;  litera  clau  erunt  b  nc  Praefectua 
Arcia,  illinc  Petrus  Carew;  jroximua  adatitit  se  un^e  acie 
0.  Duce  a^ersa.  Indicto  Iterum  silentio  actuanus  ad  j  idic  a 
coronae  Ducem  ita  atfatus  est .  Tlioma,  Dux  Norloleiae,  nuper 
de  Kenninghall  in  Comitatu  Norfolciae,  manum  attolle.'  Cum 
ille  manum  auatulisset,  actuaiius  crimiiia  de  quibus  in  judicium 
erat  vocatus  olara  voce  legit :  scilicet,  quod  anno  Keginae 
Elizabethae  undecimo  et  postea  Dux  perflde  consilia  agitaverit 
earn  de  solio  deturbandi  et  e  medio  ttillendi,  belloque  coucitato 
et  exterma  copiis  inductis  reguum  invadendi  [^■'■J-  His 
perlectis  actuariua  ducem  sciscitatur  aa  horum  criminum  sit 
reus  i  lUe  obsecravit  ut,  si  per  legem  liceret,  pationus  sibi  ad 
causam  defendendam  conatitueretur.  Catelinus  primarius  justi- 
tiariua  reapondit,  boc  per  legem  minime  licere  .  ,  .  '  Edoceri 
cupio  (induit  dux)  si  aingula  ilia  aint  crimina  laesae  majes- 
tatis  .  .  .'  Plura  locwturum  actuaiius  interrupit  clamitans, 
■Thoma,  Dux  Noifolciae,  reusne  es  horum  criminumr  Negavit 
ille.  Eflgavit  iterum  actuarius,  'Quomodo  vis  judicarH'  Ke- 
spondit  L  'Deo  et  bis  paribus  causam  commendo  meam  , . .' 
[Tiie  charges  having  been  stated  and  argued  in  order :] 
Cum  jam  advesperaseeret,  Senescballus  ducem  rogavit  sj  quid 
amplius  haberet  quod  pro  se  diceret )  Kespimdit  ille :  '  In  legam 
aequitate  fidem  colloco.'  Senescballus  jussit  ut  Praefectua 
Arcis  ducem  seoraim  submoveret,  et  silentio  indicto  ad  Pares 
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coiiversiis  inquit :  '  Audivistis  quomodo  Thomas  Dux  Norfciloiae, 
lae^ae  loajestatis  postulatus,  nee  se  reum  agnoscens,  Deo  et 
vobis  causam  submisit.  Vestrum  itaque  est  inter  vos  consi- 
derare  an  reus  ait  peragendus,  et  ex  conacientia  et  Iionore 
eententiam  ferre.'  Simulque  jussit  at  ae  seorsim  subducerent  et 
invicem  consuHarent,  Brevi  tempore  iiiteijecto  ad  sua  aedilia 
reverfuntui".  Tunc  Seneachallus  ab  infimo  exoraus  inquit: 
'  Domine  Delaware,  estne  Thomas  Dux  Norfolciae  reus  criminum 
laeaae  majestatia  de  quibus  in  judicinra  voeatur  1 '  Ille  assur- 
gena  mannque  ad  pectua  apposita  respondit :  '  Reus.'  Itidem 
et  einguli  suo  ordine  rogati.  Tunc  tribunali  Dux  denuo  aistitur, 
quem  SeneEchallus  ad  hunc  modum  alloquitur:  'Thoma,  Dux 
Norfolciae,  tu  de  diveraia  laeaae  majestatia  criminibus  in 
judicium  vocatua  Deo  et  bis  paribus  te  submisisti,  qui  ainguH  te 
reum  pronuntiarunt.  Ecquid  habea  cur  judicium  non  pronun- 
tietur  1 '  Dux  respondet :  '  Fiat  voluntas  Dei,  qui  inter  me  et 
falsoB  accusatorea  judicabit.'  Silentibus  jam  onmibua,  securia 
aciea  adversa  in  ilium  couvertitur.  Mox  Barhamus  nomine 
Eeginae  Senesoballum  ut  judicium  pronuntiaret  postulat,  quod 
ille  in  hujusmodi  verba  lacrimis  obortis  ex  formula  pronun- 
t  javit :  '  Quandoquidem  tu,  Thoma  Dux  Norfolciae,  criminum 
laeaae  majestatis  postulatus,  te  reum  negaveris  teque  Parium 
judicio,  qui  reum  declararunt,  submiseris,  hie  consessus  judicut 
te  hinc  in  Arcem  reducendum,  inde  ci-ati  impositum  per  mediam 
nrbem  ad  furcaa  trahendnm,  ibi  auapendendum,  Beioimortuum 
deponendum,  eviscerandum,  capiteque  abaciaso  in  quatuor  partes 
diaaecanduTii.  De  capite  et  corporis  partibus  fiat  quod  Eeginae 
yiaum  fuerit;  ftnimae  autem  tuae  mibereatur  Dens'  ,  .  .  Haec 
quae  piuesens  audiyi  esquisitiua  explicavi,  cum  in  rebus  magnis 

Camden,  Ansides,  L  pp.  ao3'3i6. 

2,  Triae  of  Maey,  Queen  op  Scots,  1586. 

(i)   Commission  for  the  trial. 

Quid  de  Scotorum  Eegina  fieret,  con-abiru  non  nnum  ideraqua 

aenserunt.     Alii  nihil  aspenus  m  earn  ttatuendum  cenaueruiit 

sed   arctissime   cwstodiendam    turn  quod   non   enminis   author 

fied   tantum   constia,  tum  quod  viletudinana  nee  diu  &«per 
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futura :  alii,  «t  religioni  conauleretur,  protinus  e  media 
tolleiidam  et  ex  lege.  Leicesti  iua  veneno  maluit,  et  theologum 
submisit  qui  Wal'sinfjliamiim  hoc  licere  doceiet  VHriatum 

iteruni  e  qua  lege  ju  lUam  ageretur  an  ex  ilia  anni  xsv  Edn  ardi 
Tertu  (qua  maie-itatis  laesie  teiietur,  qui  Begi  aut  Eeginae 
peimciem  strusent,  bellum  in  eiub  regno  movent,  lut  hostibus 
adhae&ent),  an  e'^  lUa  anni  xxmi  Elizabethae,  quam  disi 
Vicifc  tai  dem  eorum  seiitentia  qui  e\.  hiC  postrema  milueiunt, 
iitique  ad  banc  rem  iiata  ideoque  aecomraodacdi  Ex  le;ie 
igituv  ilia  siipeiiori  anno  lata,  ut  mqmreretur  et  sententia 
pronuntiaretur  in  lUos  qui  rebellionem  concitaTeiint  regiium 
mvaserint,  aut  Eeginie  vim  infeiie  tentaverint  pliirea  e  Sane 
tiori  Conbiho  et  Angliae  proceiibus  diplomate  delegati  sunt 
qnod  foimula  ibren'i  ita  se  liabet 

'  Elizabetha  Dei  giatia  Angliae,  Franciae  et  Hiberniae 
Begins,  Fidei  Defensor,  etc.,  reverendisBirao  in  Chiisto  Patri 
loanni  Cantu  alien  si  Archiepiscopo,  totius  Anglta*  Primati  et. 
Metropolitano  et  uni  de  privato  Consilio  nostro,  ao  praedilecto 
et  fideli  nostro  Thomae  Eroraley  MUiti,  Cancellario  Angliae, 
alteri  de  privato  Consilio  nostro,  ac  etiam  praedilecfo  et  fideli 
nostro  Willie  1  mo  Domino  Eurgbley,  Dotaiuo  Thesaurario 
Angliae,  alteri  de  privato  Consilio  nostro  [and  to  43  otliers]' 
salutem  etc'  Deinde  ne  verbatim  describam  :  post  recapitula- 
tionem  legis  (sive  Actus  ut  nostri  vocant)  anno  superiori 
sancitae,  haec  Bequuntur :  '  Cum  post  finem  sessionis  Parla- 
primum   diem   Junii    anno  regni   nostri 


mentj,  scilicet 
vicesimo  septimo,  di 
tendentes  ad  laesionera 
filiani  et  haeredem  J      1 
communiter  vocatam  E  c, 
praetendentem  titulum     ( 
per  diversaa  alias  p 
privity)   eiiiEdem  M 
cnmque  noa  intendim       t 
in  omnibus  et  per  om 
eecundum  tenorem  e     d 

'  The  list  comprises 
(members  of  the  Privy  C 
Baron,  !md  two  otlier  jud 


magmatae 


(iigi 
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supradictae  in  Actu  supradicto,  ut  pra«fertur,  mentioratae  et 
circumatantiae  eariindem  forent  examinatae,  et  aententia  sive 
judicium  superinde  detur  seciinduni  teuorem  et  effectum  Actua 
iliiua :  Vobia  et  maiori  vestrum  parti  pICBam  et  integram 
potestatem  danius  ad  esaminandum  omnes  et  singular  res 
compaasataa  et  imaginatas,  tendentea  ad  laesionem  personae 
nostrae  regiae,  tarn,  per  praedictam  Martam  quam  per  quas- 
cunque  alias  personas  cum  scientia  (Angiice,  with  the  privity) 
eiusdem  Mariae,  et  omnes  circumstantiHS  earundem,  ac  omnes 
alias  offenaioaea  supradictaa  quascunqae  in  Actu  supradicto  ut 
praefertnr  mcntioiiatas:  ac  superinde  secundum  tenorem  Actus 
praedicti  ad  dandum  acntetitiam  sive  judicium  prout  super 
bonam  probationem  materia  vobia  appaiebit.  Et  ideo  vobis 
mandamus,  quod  ad  certos  dies  et  loca  quos  vos  vel  maior  pars 
vestruHi  ad  hoc  providerltis,  diligenter  super  praemissa  in 
forma  praed iota  proeedatis,  etc'        Canuien.^BBalBs,  I.  pp.  413-417. 

(a)  Sini^mx  on,  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots. 
His  peractis'  Conventus  in  xxv  diem  Octobris  ad  Cameram 
Stellatam  Westmonasterii  prorogatur  .  .  ,  Die  iato  . ,  .  sententia 
in  Scotorum  Eeginam  pvolata  est  et  delegatorum  sigillis  et 
subsoriptionibus  firmata  atque  in  actu  relata  bisce  verbis :  '  Ex 
unanimi  assensu  et  consensu  suis  sententiani  et  judicium  ad 
diem  et  locum  ultimum  recitatum  pronuntinnt,  reddunt  et 
dicunt,  quod  post  finem  praedictae  sesaionis  parlamenti  in 
commieaione  praedicta  specificata,  videlicet  post  praedictum 
primum  diem  Junii  anno  vicesimo  septimo  supradicta  et  ante 
datum  eiusdem  commissi  oiiia,  diversac  res  compaasatae  et 
imaginatae  fuenint  infra  hoc  regnum  Angliae  per  Antbonium 
Babingtonum  et  aliaa,  cum  scientia  (Anglice,  with  the  privity) 
dictae  Mariae,  praetendeatis  titulum  ad  coronam  bujus  regni 
Angiiae,  tendentes  ad  laesionem,  mortem  et  destr actionem 
regalis  personae  dictae  Domineie  nostrae  Reginae.  Ac  scilicet, 
quod  post  praedictum  primum  diem  Junii  anno  vicesimo  septimo 
eupradicto  et  ante  datum  commisaionis  praedictae  praedicta 
Jlaria,  praetendens  titulum  ad  coronam  hujua  regni  Angliae, 
compassavit  et  imagiuata  i'uit  infra  hoc  regnum  Angiiae  divergas 

'  Hamelj,  the  inquiry  before  the  ComiiiiBsioners  at  Fotheiingaj. 
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res  tendentea  ad  laesionein,  mortem  et  destruction  em  regalia 
persona*  Dominae  nostrae  Heginae,  contra  fovmam  statuti  in 
i  jiraedicta  Bpecificati.'  De  hac  sententia,  quae  ex 
1  fide  tota  pependit,  nee  iUi  coram  in  medium 
product!  ex  lege  prima  anni  xiii  ipsius  Elizatethae,  plurimus 
variusque  apud  homines  sermo,  dum  alii  tllos  fide  diguoa  alii 
iadigiios  exiatimareut.  Camdeit,AraiaUa,  I.  pp.  431-2. 

3    Gkant  op  Office  to  a  Judge    15S4 
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inferior  Justiciarjas  de  Banco  nostro  vel  de  Communi  Banco 
tamquam  Justidarius  ihiiiem  debet  aut  potest  habere  et  uti. 
Ac  quod  apu.d  omnes  peraonaa  et  in  omui  loco  et  tempore  idem 
E,  F.  i-eputabitur  ,  .  .  et  erit  in  eodeiit  ovdine,  gradu,  estima- 
tione  ...  ad  omnes  intentiones  prout  aliquis  inferior  Jueti- 
ciaritis  de  quolibet  praedictorum  Bancorum  est  Bive  esse  debet 
de  tempore  in  teinpus. .  .  [non  obstante  clause], 

Apud  Weatm.  23  Oct.  a.  r.  26. 

Pai.  S,Dll.  (de  Mvenit  annis)  EUz.  (No,  1606). 

4.  Justices  op  the  Peace. 
(a)  TJm  OommissioH  before  1590. 

Elizabetba,  Dei  gratia . .  .  etc.  praedilecto  et  fideli  Edmnndo 
Cantuariensi  Archiepiacopo,  etc.,  necnon  praedilectis  Thomae 
Bromley  militi  domino  Ciincellario,  Willielmo  domino  Burghley 
Thesaurario  [et  aliis],  salutem. 

[I.]  Sciatia  quod  assignavimua  vos,  conjunctim  et  divisim,  ad 
pacem  Eostram  ao  ad  atatuta  et  ordinationea  apud  Winton., 
Northaniptou  et  Westmonasterium  pro  conseryatione  pacia 
ejusdem ;  necnon  ad  ordinationes  iijidem  et  apud  (Jantabrigiam 
de  venatoribua,  operariis,  artificlbua,  aervitoribaa,  Lostellariia 
et  aliia  mendicantibus  et  vagabundis  et  aliis  hominibus  mendi- 
cantibus  qui  se  aominant  travailing  men ;  et  similiter  ad 
atatuta  et  ordinationes  apud  Westmonaatcrium  anno  regni 
Heniici  Quiirti  nuper  Regis  An<;liae  defnncti  primo  et  secnndo, 
de  liberatis  signorum  societatis  militibus,  armigeria  sou  valeetis, 
et  aliia  liberatis  panuornm  minime  daudis,  nee  eis  liberatis 
aliqualiter  iitendis  :  ac  ad  quoddam  aliud  statntum  Henrici 
Quinti  Quper  Regis,  etc.,  de  contrafactura,  lotura,  tonsura  et 
alia  fiilsitura  monetae  terrae  nostrae  custodiendum ;  ac  ad 
omnia  alia  oiiiinatioues  et  statuta  pro  bono  pacis  iioatraa  ac 
quieto  regimine  et  gubernatione  popuii  nostvi  edita  in  comitatu 
noatro  Kanciae,  tam  infra  libertatea  quam  extra,  juxta  vim, 
formam  et  effectum  eorundem,  cuatodienda  et  custodiri  facienda; 
et  ad  omnes  illos  quos  contra  formam  ordinationum  et  statu- 
torum  praedictorum  delinquentes  inveneritis  caatigandoa  et 
puniendoa,  prout  secundum  ionnani  ordinationum  etatatutorum 
praedictorum  fucrit  faciendum  ;  et  ad  omiiea  illos,  qui  aliquibus 
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de  populo  nostro  de  corporibus  suis  vel  de  incendio  domorum 
suarum  Jtiinaa  fecerint,  ad  suflicientem  securitatem  de  pace  et 
bono  gestu  sao  erga  nos  et  populum  nostrum  invenieadara, 
coram  yobis  venire,  et,  si  hujtismodi  securitatein  invenire 
recHsaverint,  tunc  eos  in  prisonis  nostris,  quousque  ejusmodi 
Becuritatem  invenerint,  salvos  custcdiri  faciendum. 

[H.]  Aasignavimus  etiam  vos  et  qnoscunque  vestram  justici- 
arios  nostroa  ad  inquirendum  per  Bacramentum.  pi'obomm  et 
legalium  hominum  de  comitatu  praedicfo,  per  quos  rei  Veritas 
melius  sciri  poterlt,  de  omnimodis  feloniis,  tranagressionibus, 
forstaDariiB,  regratariis  et  estortionibua  in  comitatu  praedicto 
per  quoscunque  et  qualitercunque  factis  :  et  etiam  de  omnibus 
illis,  qui  in  conventiculia  contra  pacem  nostram  et  in  pertur- 
bationem  populi  nostri  seu  vi  armata  ierint  vel  equitaverint : 
et  etiam  de  biis  qui  ad  gentem  nostram  mayhemandam  vel 
iiiterflciendam  in  iusidiia  jacueriut ;  et  etiam  de  omnibus  illis 
qui  capitiis  et  aliis  liberatia  de  unica  secta,  per  confoedera- 
tionem  et  pro  maoutenentia,  contra  proliibitionem  ac  fonnam 
ordinationum  et  statutorura  praedictorum  inde  ante  haec  tem- 
pera factorum,  usi  fuerint,  et  aliia  hnjusmodi  liberatis  impos- 
terum  atentibua  ;  et  etiam  de  bosteDariis  et  altis  qui  in  abuBU 
mensararum  et  ponderum  ao  in  venditions  victualium,  ac  etiam 
de  quibuscunque  opevariis,  mendicautibus,  artifieibus,  servi- 
toribus,  hostellariis  et  vagabuadis,  ac  aliia  qui  contra  formam 
ordinationum  et  statutorum  praedictorum  .  .  .  de  hujuamodi 
venatoribuB,  operariis  [&c.]  inde  factorum  deliquerint,  vel 
attemtaverint  in  comitatu  praedicto ;  ac  etiam  de  quibuseunque 
viceconiitibuB,  majoribus,  ballivia,  senescalUs,  constabulariia 
ac  custodibus  gaolarum  qui  in  exeoutione  officiorum  auorum 
ei^  hujuamodi  artifices  [&c.]  juxta  formam  ordinationum  et 
statutorum  praedictorum  faciendorum  indebite  ae  babuerint, 
aut  tepidi,  remissi  vel  negligentea  fuerint;  et  de  omnibus  et 
singulis  suis  articulis  et  circumstantiis  ac  aliis  praemissis 
contra  formam  ordinationum  et  statutorum  praedictorum  factis, 
qualitercunque  concernentibus  pleniua  veritatem. 

[III.]  Et  ad  indictamenta  quaecunque,  tam  coram  vobis  seu 
aliquibua  vestrum  aut  aliis  nuper  custodibus  pacia  et  justiciariis 
Domini  Edwardi  IV  et  Edw.  V,  nuper  regum  Angliae,  ac  Eic. 
Ill  nuper  (de  iacto  et  non  de  jure)  regis  Angliae,  necnon  Domini 
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Henrici  nuper  Eflgie  Angliae  VET,  Henrici  VIII,  Edwardi  VI  et 
Mariae,  [&c.J,  ad  hujusmodi  felonias,  tiansgressiones  et  male- 
facta  in  comitatu  piaedicto  audieuda  et  teiminanda  aBstgnatia 
.  .  ,  facta  et  nondum  terminata,  quam  coram  vobis  et  sociis 
Testris  nunc  custodibus  pacia  nostrae  et  justiciariis  nostris 
hujusmodi  , .  .  facta  et  nondiira  temjinata,  inspicienda,  ac  ad 
procedendum  inde  ac  processus  versus  omnes  alios  quos  coram 
vobis  sen  aliquibus  veetrum  indictari  contigerit,  quousque 
capiantur,  reddantur    seu    utiagentar,    faciendos  et    continu- 

[IV.]  Assignavimus  etiam  vos,  79,  78,  77,  &c.,  quatuor,  tres, 
et  duos  vestrum  (quomm  aliquem  vestrum.  vos,  A.  B.  C.  D.  &c., 
unum  esse  volumtis)  juaticiarios  iiostros  ad  felonias  praedictas 
ao  ea  omnia  et  singula  quae  per  hujusmodi  hostellarios  et  alios 
in  abusu  mensuraruni  et  pondemm  ac  in  venditione  victu- 
alium,  et  omnia  alia  quae  per  hujusmodi  operarios  [&c.] 
contra  formam  ordinationum  et  atatutorum  praedictorum  aeu 
in  enervatiose  eorundem  in  aliquo  praesumpta  vel  attemptata 
fnerint  ;  ac  estortiones  et  regratarias  praedictas,  tarn  ad  sectam 
noslram  quam  aliorum  qiioromcunque  coram  vobis  pro  nobia 
ant  pro  seipsis  couqueri  aut  proaequi  volentinm,  audienilnm  et 
terminaodum :  necnon  ad  tranagresaiones  et  forstallarias  prne- 
dictaa  ac  omnia  alia  superins  non  declarata  determinanda  ad 
sectam  nostram  tantum:  et  omnia  alia,  q«ae  virtnte  ordina- 
tionnm  et  statutorum  praedictorum  per  custod^s  pacis  nostrae  et 
justiciarios  nostros  hujusmodi  discuti  et  terminari  debeut,  au- 
dienda  et  teraiinanda :  et  sd  eosdem  operarios,  arfifices  et 
servitores  per  fines,  redemptiones  et  amerciamenta  ac  alio  modo 
pro  delictis  suis,  prout  ante  oi'dinationem  de  piinitione  coiporali 
hujusmodi  opei-ariis  [&c.]  pro  delictia  suis  exhibenda  factum 
fieri  consuevit,  necnon  eosdem  vicecomites,  majores,  ballivos, 
seneschallos,  conatabularios  ac  custodes  gaolarnm,  venatoree, 
vitellarios,  hoHtellatios,  mendicantes  et  vagabundoe,  super  hiis 
quae  contra  forniam  ordinationum  et  statutorum  praedictorum 
attemptata  fuerint,  caatigandos  et  punieiidos,  secundum  legem 
et  conauetudinem  praedictas  ac  formam  ordinationum  et  statu- 
torum praedictorum. 

[V.]  Proviso  semper  qnod,  si  casua  difficnltatia  super  deter- 
minatione  extortionura  hujusmodi  coram  vobis  venire  contigerit, 
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tunc  ad  judicium  inde  reddendum,  mai  in  praesentia  nniue 
justiciariorum  nosfcrorum  de  tino  yel  de  altero  Banco  aut  justi- 
ciaviorum  Dostrorum  ad  assisas  in  comitatu  praedicki  capiendas 
assigaatorum,  cot'am  vobis  tninime  procedatur. 

[VL]  Et  ideo  vobis  et  cuilibet  veBtmm  mandamus,  quod 
circa  custodiam  pacis,  ordinationum  et  statutorum  praedictaruiu 
diligeuter  inteudatis ;  et  ad  cerkis  dies  et  loca  quos  vos  seu 
aliqui  veatrum  ad  lioc  providerltis  diligenter  Buper  praemiasa 
faciatis  inquisitiones ;  et  praemissa  omnia  et  singula  audiatis 
et  fermiDetis,  ac  ea  faciatia  et  espleatis  in  forma  pi'aedicta, 
facturi  inde  quod  ad  justitiam  pertinet  secundum  legem  et 
con^uetadinem  regni  uostri  Augline:  salvis  oobis  amerciamentis 
et  aliis  ad  nos  inde  spectantibu'. 

[VII,]  Mandavimus  etiam '  Ticecomif  1  noatro  Kanciae  quod, 
ad  certos  dies  et  loca  quos  vos  eeu  aliqm  oestrum  ei  scire 
faciatis,  venire  faciat  coram  vobis  seu  abquibus  vestrum  tot  et 
tales  probos  et  legales  homines  de  balliva  sua  tain  infra  liber- 
tates  quam  extra,  per  quoa  rei  Veritas  in  praemissis  melius  scire 
poterit  et  inquiri. 

[VIII.]  Et  vos,  praefati  Thomas  Wotton,  ad  dies  et  loca 
praedicta,  brevia,  praecepta,  proceasus  et  indictamenta  prae- 
dicta  coram  vobis  et  dictia  soeiis  vestria  venire  faciatis,  et  ea 
isBpiciatis  et  debito  fine  terminetis,  aicut  praedictum  est. 

In  cujus  rei  testimonium,  &c.  Datum  sexto  die  August!, 
Anno  regni  nostri  vicesimo  primo. 

iamtorde,  Mireaarclia,  ed.  ijSr,  p.  39. 

(b)  The  Commission  afier  1590. 

Elizabetha  Dei  gratia  &c.,  predilecto  et  fideli  Johanni  Oanta- 
ariensi  Archiepiscopo  [et  aliis]  salutem, 

[I.]  Sciatis  quod  assigiiavimus  vos,  coojunctim  et  divisim, 
et  quemlibet  vestrum,  justiciarios  nostroa  ad  pacem  nostram 
in  comitatu  nostro  Kanciae  conservandam,  ac  ad  omnia  ordina- 
tionee  et  statuta  pro  bono  pacis  nostiae  ac  pro  conservatione 
ejusdem  et  pro  quieto  regimine  et  gubematione  popnli  noBtri 
edita  in  omnibus  et  singulis  suis  artioulis  in  dieto  comitatu 
nostro,  tarn  infra  liberates  qnam  extra,  juxta  vim,  formam  et 
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effecttini  eorundem  custodiendom  et  custodiri  faciendum ;  et  ad 
omnes  iHos  quos  \_&c.  as  before]  .  .  .  salvos  custodiri  faciendnm, 

[II.]  Assignavimiis  etinm  vos  et  quoslibet  duos  vel  plurea 
vestrom,  quorum  aliqnem  veEtram,  A.  B.  C.  D,  E,  F.  &c.,  unum 
esse  Tolumus,  justiciaiios  uostroa  ad  inquirendum  per  sacra- 
mentum  proborum  et  iegaliura  hominum  de  comitatu  praedicto, 
per  qno3  rei  Veritas  melina  sciri  poterit,  de  omnibus  et  omni- 
modis  feloniis,  veneficiis,  incantation  ibus,  eortilegiis,  arte 
magica,  tranagressionibus,  forfctallariis,  regratariis,  ingrosaariia 
et  extort ionibus  qoibuscunque,  ac  de  omnibus  aliis  malefactis  et 
offensis  de  quibus  justiciarii  pacis  nostrae  legitime  inquirere 
poasunt  aut  debent,  per  qnoaeunque  et  qualitercunque  in  comi- 
tatu predicto  factis :  ac  etiam  de  omnibus  illis  qui  ia  comitatu 
praedicto  in  conventiculis  contra  pacem  noatram  in  perturba- 
tiouem  populi  noatri  seu  vi  armata  ierunt  vel  equitaverimt '.  ao 
etiam  de  omnibus  biia  qui  ibidem  ad  gentem  nostram  majhe- 
mandum  vel  inter£ciendum  in  insidiis  jaeuerunt ;  ac  etiam  de 
hoatelkriis  et  aliis  omnibus  et  singulis  persoois  qui  in  abusu 
ponderum  vel  mensurarum  aive  in  venditione  victualium  contra 
formam  ordinationum  et  stafntorum  inde  pro  oommani  ntilitate 
regni  nostri  Angliae  et  populi  nostri  eiusdem  editorum  delique- 
runt  Tel  attemptaverunt  in  comitatu  praedicto :  ac  etiam  de 
quibuscunque  viceeomitibua,  ballivia,  seneschal  lis,  constabu- 
lariis,  cuetodibus  gaolanun  et  aliia  ofGciariis  qui  in  executione 
officiorum  euomra  circa  praemissa  indebite  se  habuerunt  aut 
tepidi,  remissi  vel  negligentea  fuerunt :  et  de  omnibus  artieulia 
et  circumstantiis  et  aliis  rebus  quibuscunque  per  quoscunque 
et  qualitercunque  in  comitatu  praedicto  factis,  qualitercunque 
praemisaorum  concementibus  plenius  veritatem. 

[III.]  Et  ad  indictamenta  quaecunque  sic  coram  vobis  Eea 
aliquibus  vestrum  capta,  aut  coram  aliis  uuper  justiciariis  pacis 
in  comitatu  praedicto  facta  sive  capta  et  nondnm  terminal*  in- 
spiciendiim,  ac  ad  processus  inde  versiia  omnes  sic  indictatos, 
qnonsque  capiantur,  reddant  ae  vel  utlagenlur,  faciendum  et 
continuandum ;  et  ad  omnia  et  aingula  feloniaa,  veneficia, 
incantationes,  eortilegia,  artea  niagicas,  tfansgressiones,  for- 
stallarias,  regratarias,  ingrossarias,  estoraiones,  conventicula, 
indictamenta  predicta  caeteraque  omnia  praemissa,  secundum 
leges  et  ttatuta  regni  nostii  Angliae,  prout  in  huiuamodi  casa 
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fieri  consuevit  ant  debuit,  audiendmn  et  terminandnm;  et  ad 
eosdem  deliiiqaentea  pro  delictia  suis  per  fines,  rederaptiones, 
amerciamenta,  foriafacturas  ac  alio  modo,  prout  Becundmn  legem 
et  eousuetudinem  regtii  nostri  Angliae  aut  fonuam  ordinationum 
vel  EUtutorum  praedictorum  fieri  consuevit  aut  deiiuit,  casti- 
gandum  et  puniendum. 

[IV.]  Proviso  semper  quod,  si  casus  difficultatis  super  deter- 
minatione  aliquorum  praemissorum  coram  vobis  vel  aliquibna 
duobus  vel  pluribus  vestrum  evenire  contigerit,  tunc  ad  judi- 
cium [&c.  as  before]  .  .  .  minime  procedatur. 

[v.]  Et  ideo  vobis  [&c.  as  before]  intendatis  ;  et  ad  certoa  dies 
et  loca  quae  vos  vel  aliqui  bujusmodi  duo  vel  plures  vesti-um,  ut 
predictum  est,  ad  hoc  provideritis  [&c.  as  before]  .  spectantibus 
[VI.]  Mandamus  etiam  '  tenore  presentium  vicecomiti  nostro 
Kanciae  quod  ad  certos  dies  et  loca,  quae  vos  vel  aliqui  hujus 
modi  duo  vel  plures  vestrum  ut  praedictum  est  ei  ut  praediotum 
est  scire  feceritis,  venire  faciat  [&c.  as  before]  .       mquiri 

[VII.]  Assignavimus  denique  te  prefatum  Edwardum  H 
militem  caatodem  rotulorum  pacis  nostrae  in  ditto  comitatu 
KOBtro,  ac  propterea  tn  ad  dies  et  loca  praedicta  [&c  as  before] 
.  . ,  sicut  praedictum  est. 

In  cujus  rei  testimomum,  &c.  Datum  vicedmo  die  Novem- 
btis,  anno  regni  nostri  tvicesimo  quarto. 

Crmaptoti,  L'Office  et  authoHly  de  Judices  de  Peace,  ed.  1593,  p.  3. 


(c)  The  Oath  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

Te  sball  swear  that,  as  justice  of  the  peac«  in  the  connty  of 
Kent,  in  all  articles  in  the  Queen's  Commission  to  yoa  directed, 
ye  shall  do  equal  right  to  the  poor  and  to  the  rich  after  jour 
cunning,  wit  and  power,  and  after  the  laws  and  customs  of  the 
realm  and  statutes  thei'eof  made ;  and  ye  shall  not  be  of  counsel 
witb  any  quarrel  hanging  before  you ;  and  that  ye  hold  your 
sessions  afier  the  form  of  statutes  thereof  made  and  the  issues, 
fines  and  amercements  that  shall  happen  to  be  made  and  all 
forfeitures  which  shall  fall  before  you  ye  shall  cause  to  be 
entered  without  any  concealment  or  embezzling  and  truly  send 
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them  to  the  Queen's  eicliequer.  Ye  shall  not  let  for  gift  or 
other  cause,  but  well  and  truly  ye  shall  do  your  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  in  that  behalf,  and  that  you  take  nothing  for  your 
ofBce  of  justice  of  the  peace  to  be  done,  but  of  the  Queen,  and 
fees  accustomed  and  cosfa  limited  by  the  statute ;  and  ye  shall 
not  direct  nor  cause  to  be  directed  any  warrant  (by  you  to  be 
made)  to  the  parties,  hut  je  shall  direct  them  to  the  bailiffs  of 
the  said  county  or  other  the  Queen's  officers  or  rainieters,  or 
other  indifferent  persons  to  do  executiou  thereof.  So  help  you 
God  and  by  the  contents  of  this  book. 

Lan^arde,  Eirenarcha,  ed.  igSi,  p.  59. 

5.  Wetc  establishino  the  Court  of  Castle  Chambbb 
IN  Ieelajsto. 

Commissio  specialis  pro  Camera  Stellata  in  Hibemia. 

[L]  Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.  To  our  right  trusty 
and  well-beloved  the  Lord  Deputy  Lieutenant  Justice  or 
Justices  of  our  realm  of  Ireland,  Lord  Chancellor  or  Keeper 
of  our  great  seal  there  now  being  or  that  hereafter  shall  be, 
our  Lord  Treasurer  of  tiie  same  realm  now  being  or  [&c.], 
the  Chief  Justice  of  our  high  bench  in  that  our  realm  that 
now  is  or  [&c.],  the  Chief  Justice  of  our  common  pleaa  in  the 
same  realm  that  now  is  or  [&c.],  the  Chief  Earon  of  oar 
Exchequer  there  that  now  is  or  [&c.],  and  the  Master  of  the 
Eolls  of  our  Chancery  in  the  same  realm  that  now  is  or  [&c.], 
greeting. 

[IT.]  Forasmuch  as  by  unlawful  maintenance,  embraceries, 
confederacies,  alliances,  false  bondings  and  taking  of  money  by 
the  common  jurors  of  that  our  realm,  and  also  by  untrue  de- 
meaning of  sheriffs  in  making  of  panels  and  other  untrue 
returns,  and  by  riot,  routs,  unlawful  assemblies,  forcible  entries 
and  other  like  hateful  disorders  .  .  .  and  offences  the  policy  and 
good  rule  of  that  our  realm  is  well  near  subverted,  and  for  not 
punishing  of  these  inconveniences  and  by  occasion  of  the  pre- 
misses nothing  or  little  is  or  may  be  found  by  enquiry  ; 
whereby  the  laws  of  that  our  realm  in  esecution  do  and  must 
take  little  or  no  effect,  to  the  increase  of  murders,  perjuries  and 
unsureties  of  our  subjects  and  loss  of  their  lands  and  goods,  to 
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the  great  hindrance  of  our  service  and  to  the  diepleasure  of 
Almighty  God ;  for  the  better  remedy  whereof  and  to  the 
intent  that  mich  execrable  acd  pemicioua  evils  .  .  .  shall  not 
escape  without  just  and  due  correction  and  punishment,  W^e 
have  thought  meet  to  appoint  that  a  particular  court  for  the 
hearing  and  determination  of  these  detestable  enormities  . .  , 
Ehall  he  holden  within  our  Cattle  at  our  City  of  Dublin  in  that 
our  realm  of  Ireland  or  in  such  other  place  where  the  ordinary 
term  shall  he  kept  in  that  our  realm,  and  that  the  same  our 
Court  shall  be  Cdlleil  the  Castle  Chambei  of  our  said  lealm  of 
Ireland. 

[III.]  And  having  good  expeiiment  of  your  truth  circum- 
epection,  integrity  and  knowledge  and  like  good  hope  of  such 
as  shall  by  our  appointment  succeed  jou  in  your  ofbte  We  do 
by  these  presents  ap]  omt  and  constitute  ^ou  and  such  as  shall 
in  your  offices  for  the  tune  execute^  or  any  three  of  you,  whereof 
the  said  Lord  Deputy  Lieutenant  Justice  or  Justices,  Lord 
Chancellor  or  Keeper  of  our  said  great  seal  or  Lord  Treasurer 
to  he  one,  our  Commissioners  and  Justices  of  our  said  Court  of 
our  Castle  Chamber,  together  with  such  as  by  authority  hereof 
shall  be  to  jou  associate  in  the  times  of  the  four'  oidinary 
terms  to  be  holden  within  that  our  realm  fi-um  time  to  time, 
two  days  every  week  of  the  said  term  (that  is  to  Eaj)  Wednes- 
day and  Friday  or  any  other  days  and  times  when  jou  or  any 
two  of  you  [quorum  as  befoi'e]  shall  think  meet. 

[IV.]  And  further.  We  do  give  full  power  to  the  Lord  Deputy 
Lieutenant  Justice  or  Justices,  Lord  CiianceUor  and  'lieeper  of 
our  said  great  seal  and  Lord  Treasurer  of  our  said  realm  and 
to  every  of  them  for  the  time  being,  and  which  fhall  be  present 
at  any  time  of  sitting  in  the  said  Court,  to  call  as  associate 
unto  him  or  them  such  and  so  many  of  the  lords  spiritual  and 
temporal  and  such  of  our  Privy  Council  or  Justices  of  any 
our  Benches  in  our  said  realm  of  Ireland  as  they  or  any  of  them 
.  ■  ■  shall  think  meet  to  sit  and  join  with  him  or  them  in  the 
bearing  and  determining  of  such  causes  and  matters  as  m  our 
said  Court  shall  be  heard  or  determined. 

[V.]  And  further.  We  give  unto  you  or  any  three  of  you  [quorum 
as  belorej  together  with  such  of  the  said  Loids  Couneillots  and 
Justices,  or  such  a  competent  number  of  them  or  any  of  them 
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as  then  shall  be  cslled  and  present  to  Bit  with  you  as  aforesaid, 
full  power  to  receive,  hear  and  determine  all  bills,  complaints, 
supplications  and  informations  to  be  made  .  . .  into  our  said 
Court  concerning  any  riots,  routs,  forcible  entries,  unlawful 
assemblies,  deceits,  perjuries,  foi^eries,  defaults,  falsities,  mis- 
demeanours of  sheriffs  and  other  officers,  contempts,  disorders, 
misdemeanours  and  offences  committed . . .  within  our  said  realm 
of  Ireland,  and  [the]  dependents  and  incidents  upon  the  same, 
in  such  like  manner  ...  as  such  like  offences  are  or  heretofore 
have  beeui  used  to  be  received,  beard,  ordered,  and  deteimined 
in  the  Court  of  Star  Chamber  witiiin  our  realm  of  England. 

[VI.]  And  [we]  do  also  authorise  and  give  full  power 
unto  you  or  three  of  you  [rinorum  as  before]  to  award  ail 
ordinary  process  as  well  upoa  all  the  said  bills  wLicb  be 
exhibited  for  any  the  causes  or  offences  aforesaid  as  also  upon 
all  contempts  to  be  committed  in  any  of  the  said  matters  in  like 
manner  as  is  used  in  our  Court  of  Star  Chamber  within  our 
realm  of  England,  the  manner  and  form  whereof  we  have 
hereunto  caused  to  be  annexed ', 

[VII.]  And  we  do  also  give  unto  you  or  any  three  of  you 
[quorum  as  before]  full  power  together  with  any  such  your 
associates  as  afore  is  said  or  the  more  number  of  them  to  call  and 
command  before  you  into  the  said  Court  by  all  means  and  ways 
that  you  shall  see  to  be  expedient  all  the  misdoers  and  o" 
that  shall  so  be  complained  upon,  and  to  p 
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r  said  realm  of  England,  and  the  same  to  be  to  the  um  of  u 
'  Theee  inattuctions  do  not  appear  upon  tiie  roll. 
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our  heirs  aod  successors,  and  to  be  accounted  for  in  Buch  manner 
as  other  the  perquisites  or  forfeitures  of  otier  our  Courts  withia 
our  said  realm  of  Ireland  be  or  shall  be  accounted  for. 

[VIII.]  And  we  do  by  autbority  of  our  royal  prerogative  gi'ant 
and  declare  tbat  all  judgraeuts,  taxations,  decrees  and  orders 
that  sball  be  given,  made  and  taken  by  you  or  any  three  of  you 
[quorum  as  before]  together  with  -any  your  associates  so  to  be 
assembled  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  of  the  like  force  . . .  and  effect 
against  the  party  or  parties  as  any  the  judgments  [&c.]  given 
[&c.]  in  the  Court  of  the  Star  Chamber  within  our  realm  of 
England  are  or  ought  to  be. 

[15.]  And  also  we  do  wiJl  and  order  that  the  Lord  Deputy 
Lieutenant  Justice  or  Justices  of  our  said  realm  of  Ireland  for 
the  time  being  shall  from  time  to  time  at  his  or  their  will  and 
pleasure  come  .  .  .  into  our  said  Court  of  Castle  Chamber  and 
during  hia  or  their  p  n  n  th  same  shall  have  in  our 
behalf  the  full  power  f  h  f  1  d  and  principal  justiciar  and 
determiner,  and  shall  be  th  1  f  h  ad  and  principal  judge  in 
and  of  all  such  matt  and  u  as  shall  be  in  the  same 
Court  proponed,  deb  t  d  t       rsed,  any  thing  in  these 

our  letters  of  commis     n  t    th         t  ary  notwithstanding, 

[X.]  And  therefore  we  do  by  tenor  hereof  will  and  command 
yon  that  you  and  every  of  you  shall  with  all  earnest  diligence 
two  days  in  the  week  in  the  four  term-times  of  the  year  as  is 
aforesaid  give  your  attendance  in  and  about  the  due  and  full 
execution  of  the  premisses  in  manner  aforesaid. 

[SI.]  And  we  do  also  give  in  strait  charge  and  commandment 
to  all  our  faithful  subjects  to  whom  it  shall  appertain,  of  what 
estate  ...  so  ever  they  shall  be  ... ,  that  they  shall  be  obedient 
.  . .  unto  you  and  to  such  final  orders  and  judgments  as  touch- 
ing the  premisses  shall  be  from  time  to  time  had  and  taken  by 
you  as  shall  appertain,  as  they  will  eschew  our  high  indigna- 
tion and  will  answer  for  the  contrary  at  their  extreme  perils. 

Witness  our  self  at  Westminster  the  fifteenth  day  of  April 
in  the  [blank]  year  of  our  reign. 

Patent  Soil  {de  ditersis  annii),  Elis.  No.  1606. 
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v.— MILITARY   SYSTE3f. 
1.  Commission  of  Lieutebahcy. 


Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  God,  [&c.]  to  our  right  trusty  and 
right  well-beloYed  A.  B .  &c.  greeting.  Enow  ye  that,  for 
the  great  and  singular  trust  and  confidence  we  have  in  your 
approved  fidelity,  msdom  and  circumspection,  we  have  assigned 


. .  .  you  to  be  our  Lieutenant  within  i 

>ur  counties  of  N.  and  F. 

and  all  the     t       t  wn        d  1  b  rt      w 

th     tl  e  precincts  of  the 

said  coTinti             f     th        f  th  m 

d  by  these  presents  do 

give  power      d      th  mt        t    y       Ih 

t  J      from  time  to  time 

may  levy,  g  tb          d      11  t  t,  th 

11           subjects,  of  what 

estate,  degi             di      ty  th  y  he    d 

llmg  within  our  said 

counties  [&   ]    m    t       d     jt  f      ih 

and  them  to  try, 

array  and  \   t            A               d  th  m 

1         fter  their  abilities. 

degrees  and  f      It           11       d      ft 

tl    t    cause  to  be  armed 

and  weapot    d        1  t    t  k     th    m    t 

f  them  from  time  to 

time  la  pia              t         t  i      tn  t  j 

J        after  your  good 

discretion:  and    1      t!         m                bj 

t        arrayed,  tried  aud 

armed,  aa       11             f                    tl 

h    semen,  archers  and 

footmen  of    11  k    d       d  1            m    t 

d    pt  for  the  wars,  to 

conduct  ajid  1    d  as  w  11    g       t    11 

mies  as  also  against 

all  rebels,  t     t            d    th       ff    d  rs 

d  their  adherents  ,  .  . 

within  our    aid          t       [&   ]  f    m  t 

m    t    time  as  often  aa 

need   shall       q  ir     by    j          d        t 

and  with  the   Eaid 

enemies  [&c]t     fi  1 1       d  th        t 

d      esist,  repress  and 

subdue,  fJay    k  11       d  p  t  t                t 

f   leath  by  all  ways 

and  means                    ltd      11    tl 

th    ga  which  shall  he 

requisite  fo    th    1                  d  g          hi 

t    f  our  said  subjects. 

conservation    f        pe             dp 

byjou  in  form  afore- 

said  levied       d  t    b    1  d           d  t 

t     against  the  said 

enemies  [&c]                   ty   h  1!       j 

bj  your  discretion  the 

law  called  th    m     h  11  [     ]  1 

d        to  the  law  martial 

[sic] :  and    f        h    ff    d         pp    h 

!  I       being  brought  in 

subjection,  t               h  m  j        h  11  th 

k  good  to  be  saved,  and 

to  ...  put  t             t         t    I    tl         h 

1        many  of  them  as 

you  shall  th    k         t  by  j            d  d 

t       to  be  put  to  death. 

'  The  order  of  words  appears  here  to  tie  transposed  by  mistake. 
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And  further  we  do  give  unto  you  full  power  and  authority 
that  in  case  any  invasion  of  our  enemies,  insurrection,  rebellion, 
riots,  routs  or  unlawful  aseemhlies  or  any  other  like  offences 
shall  happen  to  be  moved  in  any  place  of  this  our  realm  out  uf 
the  limits  of  tiiis  our  commission,  that  then  and  as  often  aa 
you  shall  perceive  any  such  misdemeanour  to  arise,  you,  witli 
all  the  power  you  can  make,  shall  with  all  diligence  repair 
to  the  ply,ce  where  any  such  invasion,  unlawful  assembly  or 
insurrection  shall  happen  to  be  made,  to  suhdue  .  .  .  the  same 
as  well  by  battle  ov  other  liind  of  forte  as  otherwise  by  the 
laws  of  our  realm  and  the  law  martial  according  to  your  dis- 
cretion. 

And  f  irther  we  give  unto  you  full  power  for  the  execution 
f  th  s  on    commission  to  appoint  in  our  said  counties  [&e-] 

u  t  r  n  ters,  and  one  pro  vest -marsh  all,  to  execute  the  maitial 
1  w    n  f      >   in      *  hellion  in  conducting  any 

mh         f  m       f  t  th       id  invaders  [&c]. 

W 1  f  w  w  U  d  mm  d  you,  our  said  Lieutenant, 
th  t      th  all  d  1  g         yd  t    the  premisses  with  effect : 

df  1  tmyhetht  there  shall  be  just   cause, 

w  th  f      da  f  J       to  be  attendant  upon  oui" 

p  t    b      th  pi      d  in  our  service,  wliereby 

th  rv  d  t       of  IJ.  and  F.  committed  to 

fid  1  ty  t  b    by  y  person  executed  in  such  sort 

h  ppo    t  d  th  ,  therefore  we  give  unto  you 

for  your  better  aid  and  assistance  and  for  the  better  perform- 
ance and  execution  of  the  same  our  seiTice,  full  power  to 
appoint  ...  by  your  writing  under  your  hand  and  seal  such 
gentlemen  resident  within  every  of  the  said  couutiea  [&c.]  aa 
[are]  here  underwritten  and  named  to  he  your  deputies  in.  this 
said  service  in  our  said  several  counties  [&c.]  :  and  by  this  our 
present  commission  we  give  unto  them  so  by  you  appointed  .  .  . 
full  power  in  your  absence  to  do  in  our  said  counties  of  N, 
and  F.  [&c.]  all  things  before  hy  this  our  commission  appointed 
by  you  to  he  done.  And  our  further  pleasure  ...  is  that  your 
said  deputies,  immediately  after  your  letters  of  deputation  to 
them  made  aa  is  aforesaid,  take  tare  to  see  every  point  of  this 
our  commission  as  fully  and  perfectly  executed  in  your  absence 
as  you  yourself  ought  to  have  done  it  if  you  had  been  present ; 
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and  the  better  to  enable  them  so  to  do,  our  |)Ieasure  is  that 
immediately  after  such  deputation  made  aa  aforesaid  you  shall 
deliver  unto  them  a  true  transcript  of  this  our  comnuasion 
subscribed  with  your  hand.  And  whatsoever  you  alone  being 
present  or  iu  your  absence  your  said  deputies  shall  do  by 
virtue  of  this  our  commission  .  .  .  touching  the  execution  of 
the  premisses  shall  be  discharged  in  that  behalf  against  us,  our 
heirs  and  s 


And  farther  we  will  and  command  all  our  justices  of  peace 
.  .  .  and  all  other  our  officers,  ministers  and  subjects  meet  and 
apt  for  the  wars  within  our  said  counties  [&c.]  to  whom  it  shall 
appertain,  that  they  with  their  power  and  servants  from  time  to 
time  shall  be  attendant .  .  .  and  at  the  commandmeut  as  well 
of  you  as  of  your  eaid  deputies  in  the  execution  hereof,  as  they 
tender  our  pleasure  and  will  answer  to  the  contrary  at  their 
uttermost  peiil. 

At  Westminster  the  15th  day  of  June,  in  the  twenty-seventh 
year  of  our  reign.      Faient  Roll  (de  diieriis  mnk),  Elix.  (No.  1606). 

2.  Commission  op  arkat. 

Conimissio  special  is  ad  homines  ad  arma  hahiles  arraiandos. 

Eegina  &c.  predilectis  et  fidelibus  suis  A.  B,  0.  D.  et  E. 
ealutem.  Sciatis  quod  nos,  de  approbatis  fidelitatibus  et  pro- 
videntibus  circumspectionibus  vestiis  plurimum  confidentes, 
assignavimus  et  constituimus  vos  commissionarios  et  deputatos 
uostros,  daiites  et  concedentes  vobis  et  tribus  et  duobus  vestrum 
tenore  praesentium  plenam  et  absolutam  potestatem  et  auctori- 
tatem  omnes  et  singulos  homines  ad  arma  ac  homines  habiies 
ad  arma  ferendum,  tarn  equitea  quam  pedites  et  sagittarios  et 
sclopettarios,  supra  aetatem  sexdecim  annorum  ac  infra  aetatem 
sesaginta,  in  civitate  vel  villa  nostra  de  S.,  tam  infra  libertates 
quam  extra,  arraiandum,  inspiciendum  et  triandum,  ac  armari 
et  muniri  faciendum,  necnon  assignandum  equos,  arma  et  cetera 
bellica  instrumenta  consequentia  habilitati  et  personae  unius- 
cuiusque,  secundum  formam  et  effectura  atatutorum  et  ordina- 
cionum  ante  haec  tempora  inde  editorum  provisorum ;  ac 
omnibus  ilhs  tironibuB  bominibusque  imbellibus  et  rei  militaris 
ignai'is  erudiendum,  instruendum  et  exercendum  ad  usum 
praedictoium    equorum,  armorum    et    bellicorum   apparatuum 
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BecoEdum  artem  militarem,  ac  diligenter  omnia  et  eiogula 
alia  faciendum,  gerendum  et  expediendum  et  fieri  cansandum 
quae  ad  dilectum,  monstnitioiieni  et  inspcctionem  ac  etiam 
ad  eruditionem,  instructionem  et  exercitationem  Bubditoram 
nostrorum  in  re  militari  pro  meliori  servitio  nostro  et  de- 
fensione  huius  regni  nostri  maxime  consentaiiea  et  opportuna 
fore  piitaveritia :  ita  quod  iidem  homines  ad  arma  et  homines 
habiks  ad  arma  ferendum,  eqnites,  pedites,  sagittarii  et  sclo- 
pettarii  ac  alii  praedicti  homines  defeBsibiles  sic  arraiati,  in- 
spect! et  muniti  prompt!  sint  et  parati  ad  serviendum  nobis 
quotiens  et  quando  necesse  fuerit,  Assignavimus  inauper  quos- 
cunqne  tres  aut  duos  vestrum  ad  omnes  et  singulos  vestrum  non 
exislentes  dominoa  vel  pares  regni  nostri  aut  consiliaiioa  in 
private  consilio  nostro  similiter  mutuo  et  de  invicem  inspi- 
ciendum,  triandum  et  arraiandum  ac  in  armis  et  equis  beliico 
apparatui  idoneis  ordinandam  et  videiidum  ;  ita  quod  omnes  et 
singnli  vestrum  in  foima  praedicta  ut  praedidtur  inspecti, 
arraiati  et  parati  prompt!  sint  et  sitis  et  continue  parati  ad 
nobis  similiter  ut  praedictom  est  serviendum.  Et  ideo  vobis 
mandamus  quod  circa  praemissa  dOigenter  intendatis  ac  ea 
omnia  et  singula  ad  certos  dies  et  loca  de  tempore  in  tempus 
per  vestras  discretiones  exequamini  in  forma  praedicta.  DamuB 
praeterea  univergis  et  singulis  ofGciariis,  ministris  et  suhditis 
nostris  quihuscunque  tain  infra  libertates  quam  extra  tenore 
praesentium  firmiter  in  mandatis  quod  vobis  et  cuilibet  vestrum 
in  exeeutione  praemisaorum  intendentes,  auxiliantes  et  obe- 
dientes  sint  in  omnibus  diligenter.  Et  quod  feceritia  !n  prae- 
missis,  una  cum  nominibus,  eognominibus  ac  numero  tarn 
■^quitum,  peditum,  aagittariorum  et  solopettariorum  ac  omnium 
armorum  et  bellicorum  instrumentorum  ceterorumque  bello 
idoneorum  per  vos  in  forma  praedicta  inspectovum  et  arma- 
torum,  quam  parcchiarum  et  wardorum  in  quibus  habitant,  aa 
de  diveisitate  armaturae  et  instrumentorum  bellicorum  quihus 
unuEquisque  eorum  armatus  et  paralus  est,  nos  et  consilium 
nostnim  circa  personam  nostrsm  attendentem  quam  citissime 
poteritis  post  datum  praesentium  in  scriptis  sub  sigillis  vestris 
vel  trium  aut  duorum  vestrum  nianibus  vestris  subscriptis 
debite  certificetia.  Damns  ulterius  flnaiter  !n  mandatis  quod 
pro  meliore  espeditione  et  exeeutione  praesentium  per  omnia 
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et  in  singulia  facialis  tam  Hecundain  tenorem  articulorum  et 
instructionum  hi  is  praesentiljue  annexorum  quain  alLorum 
quornmconque  articuloruiii  et  inBtractionum  quae  per  pi'ivatuni 
consilium  nostrum  cum  opus  fuerit  vel  per  sex  eorum  in  scriptia 
manibus  suis  si^natia  aliquo  tempore  postliac  vobia  dirigent\ir. 
Apud  Weatm.  primo  die  Sept^mbr,     [No  year.] 

Fat.  Roll,  {de  diterdt  onnfs)  Mix.  (No.  1606). 

3,  Commission  of  muster. 

M[emorand  m]  f  m  n  Stafford  iii  cent.,  in  'WaiwicksHre 
n  cent.,  in  fel     p  h    e  t. ;  xxv"'  of  September,  i^^^. 

To  my  Lo  1  Staff     It      ny  Lord  Eobert  and  Sir  Ambrose 
Caye,  to  my  L    d  TV  11  ams. 

Eight  trusty  ad  vi  11  i-  loved,  we  greet  you  well.  And 
wliereas  we  ha  e  h  t  f  e  addressed  our  letters  araoDgst 
others  for  the  ra  t  r3  t  he  taken  within  that  our  county  of 
[blank],  by  f  e  he  f  ur  subjects  of  the  same  be,  as  we 
are  infoi-med  n  a  d  n  £3  to  be  employed  as  we  sliall 
command,  we  let  you  wit  that  our  pleasure  is  you  shall  forth- 
with upon  the  receipt  hereof  cause  to  be  levied,  mustered  and 
chosen  out  of  tlie  whole  body  of  our  said  county  the  number  of 
[blank]  able  men  for  the  wars  to  serve  on  foot  harnessed, 
weaponed  and  fuini'shed  as  appcrtiiueth  and  the  same  to  put 
m  order  to  appoint  and  allot  to  the  leading  of  [hhnk]  such 
able  gentlemen  of  inheutance  of  that  our  county  as  for  their 
aptness  and  tkill  you  shall  think  ^ood  to  commit  such  a  charge 
unto  requiring  you  to  use  such  dihgence  herein  as  >oiir  said 
men  with  their  Cdptains  may  be  m  a  readiness  furnished  as 
before  is  limited  with  as  much  >!peed  is  may  be  and  so  to 
remain  resdy  as  upon  one  hours  warning  heiejfter  to  be  given 
unto  them  they  may  set  forward  towaids  our  town  of  Berwick 
and  in  the  mean  time  we  will  that  you  shall  advertise  us  or 
our  council  before  the  30''''  of  Octobei  next  at  the  furthest 
■what  you  shall  haie  done  herein  and  in  whit  forwaidncis  jour 
said  men  Bhall  be,  to  tlie  eiid  that  theieupon  we  maj  give 
order  for  money  to  be  sent  unto  you  for  their  coats  and  conduct 
accordingly. 

And  these  our  letters,  &c. 

Given  &o,  at  our  Honour  of  Hampton  Court,  &c. 

Stoic  Papen  {Bomestic),  Elixaheth,  VI.  51. 


yGoosle 


1869.}  Letter  for  light  horse.  159 

4.  CiRCULAB  LETTER  FOR  UQHT  HOBSEMEK. 
Mr  Secretary's  iiarrant  Jor  stamping  of  certain  letters. 
Eiiaabeth,  by  the  grace  of  God  [&g.],  To  onr  trusty  and 
right  well  beloved  Councillor  bir  William  Cecil,  Knight,  our 
principal  Secretary.  Forasmucli  as  we  have  by  advice  of  our 
council  resolved  and  accorded  to  dire  t  ur  1  tt  un  1  u 
aigaet  being  in  your  custody  to  suud  y  kn  ^I  <  qu  and 
others  of  ability  in  diverse  ahues  of  ou  Im  f  t  mmand 
them  to'  put  in  order  and  furniture  c    t  m  h  n  a 

more  at  lai^e  may  appear  by  the  tenon     f    ur  sa  d  I  tte      tl 
copy  whereof .  .  .  hereafter  also  foiloweth,  W  ba        ijud^,  d 

necessary  that  .  .  .  the  number  hereafter  following  shall  be  by 
you  .  ,  .  signed,  with  our  stamp  .  .  .  and  afterwai-d  shall  be 
sealed  with  our  signet,  iind  so  expedited  for  our  more  speedy 

T/ie  tenour  of  the  letter. 
Trusty  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well.  Forasmuch  as 
we  have  necessary  occasion  to  levy  certain  numbers  of  horsemen 
to  serve  us  in  the  north  parts  of  our  realm,  as  well  for  demi- 
lances aa  for  ligjii  hoi^enien,  wherein  we  are  to  requiie,  as 
reason  is,  the  aid  of  our  good  and  faithful  Bubjects  in  sundry 
shires  of  our  realm  ;  having  well  considered  the  ability  of  such 
persons  as  do  remain  or  have  their  possessions  in  that  shire, 
meet  for  that  purpose,  with  assurance  also  of  llieir  good  wills 
to  serve  us  and  our  crown,  we  have  made  choice  of  you,  and 
require  and  therewith  also  charge  you  that  with  all  speed 
possible  you  put  in  a  readiness  one  able  man  and  a  horse  or 
able  gelding  fully  furnished  with  arm:jur,  weapon  and  all  other 
things  lequisite  to  serve  in  the  wars  as  a  demi-lance  or  light 
horseman ;  and  the  same  to  send  away  in  company  with  others 
in  that  shire  in  snch  sort  as,  accounting  the  distance  of  the  place 
from  whence  he  shall  depart,  be  may  be  in  good  and  serviceable 
sort  at  our  city  of  York  before  the  first  or  fourth  day  of  April 
next;  and  there  shall  be  paid  unto  him  money  for  his  coat  and 
conduct.  And  we  assure  you  that  the  horse  and  armour,  after 
service  done,  shall  be  safely  Jreturned  unto  you,  if  in  service  the 
same  perish  not,  or  that  the  fault  be  not  in  the  horseman 
himself.     And  for  further  instruction  how  you  shall  arm  and 
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apparel  the  eaid  horseman,  yoti  shall  r(ceive  knowledge  of  our 
lieutenant  in  that  county,  or  of  such  others  that  have  charge 
there  for  that  purpose,  whose  directions  we  reqnire  you  to  follow. 
Given  under  our  signet  at  our  Honour  of  Hampton  Court, 
the  lO^^h  day  of  March,  1569.  Burleigh  Foperi,  I.  p.  578. 

o  Letter  to  a  Bishop  For  licht  housemen 
Eight  reieiend  lather  in  bod  ri^ht  trusty  ind  well  teloved 
we  gleet  yru  well  ^heieas  ne  th  nl.  it  conTenient  and 
needful  for  our  serMce  and  the  defence  of  our  reilm  to  have  1. 
certain  nuuber  of  hoi  emen  put  in  a  readiness  some  to  serve 
as  den  1  la  ices  and  some  aa  hght  hoi  semen  and  therefore  not 
doultiUa  but  flat  you  as  on  specially  eiieful  of  our  service 
and  of  Ih  s  jour  native  countrj  not  only  will  show  youtself 
leidy  to  alvmce  this  servi  p  as  much  is  m  jou  may  lie  and 
willingly  provide  and  have  in  a  readiness  =ui,h  men  horse  and 
armour  well  appointed  as  we  thought  meet  to  be  ta\ed  and  set 
upon  yon  but  "ilso  do  your  best  endeavour  to  "-ee  that  otheis  of 
the  clergy  within  your  diocese  (whose  names  are  contained  in  a 
schedule  hereinclosed  signed  by  one  of  oar  priucipal  eecretaries) 
shall  do  the  like  according  as  is  rated  upon  everyone  in  the 
Slid  schedule  ■  Ouc  will  and  pleasure  is  that  jou  do  not  only  for 
J  P'fp  ^  ^'  ^1^^  readiness  to  be  set  forward 
[       an  h  w  f     our  service  as  occasion  shall  require 

tw    m         til  h         t        ■ve  as  demi-lances  and  two  men  to 
f      1    ht  h       m  ell  and  sufficiently  appointed  and 

f    ni  h  d    t       ryth    g  th    eto  appertaining,  but  aJso  forthwith 
m  tl     p  rt    s  mentioned  in  the  said  schedule  to 
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dful       d        tl   y  pp    nt  d      d 

tl  y  d       11  w      d         t    b  t     f  y 

t  d  at  ^30,  and  for  every  light  horse 
pi  ure  is  ye  shall  cause  to  be  delivered 
t  th  h  d  f  h  m  sionera  as  by  letters  from  our  Privy 
Council  shall  be  named  unto  you,  to  be  employed  for  our  service 

'  In  tlie  Calendar  of  State  Papers  conjeolurally  dataii  March,  1573. 
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as  shall  be  by  them  appointed.  And  if  any  of  them  shall  so 
forget  themselves  as  they  shall  deny  to  furnish  the  premisses, 
then  we  will  you  to  certify  [to]  us  or  our  Privy  Council  the 
names  of  them,  binding  them  nevertlielesa  to  appear  before  our 
said  Privy  Council  within  [blank]  days  after  their  refusal, 
willing  and  requiring  you  further,  as  you  tender  our  service 
and  according  to  the  good  opinion  we  have  conceived  of  you,  to 
U3e  all  diligence  as  well  in  the  putting  in  a  readiness  of  that 
which  we  here  require  you  as  also  ia  the  procuring  that  the 
rest  mentioned  in  the  said  schedule  may  do  the  liie,  so  as  by 
your  and  their  slackness  our  service  he  not  hindered,  &c. 

Warrant-houlc,  Elitateih  atui  Jamet,  1.  p.  i. 

6.  Writ  for  view  op  arms  to  be  provided  by  the  cieruy. 
The  Privy  Council  to  the  Archbisha2)  of  Cant&rbury. 
After  our  very  hearty  commendation  a  to  your  good  Lordship. 
"Wheieaa  there  hath  been  order  given  by  her  Majesty's  direction 
for  several  masters  and  views  to  be  made  of  all  the  able  men 
with  their  armour  and  furniture,  within  the  several  counties  of 
the  realm  ...  we  have  thought  good  to  desire  your  Lordship, 
with  some  diligence  to  write  your  letters  to  all  the  Bishops,  to 
send  forthwith  unto  you  the  particular  certificate  of  the  horses 
and  foot  armed  and  furnished  by  the  clergy  in  their  several 
dioceses,  whereof  we  pray  your  Lordship  there  may  be  no 
default  .  .  .  When  your  Lordship  shall  have  received  the 
certificates,  we  pray  you  to  send  them  unto  us.  [Dated 
Oct.  II,  1590.]  Sl,-ype,  WMtgift,ll.pp.6s,66. 

7.  View  op  arms  to  re  provided  ry  the  clergy. 

Tlie  Archbishop  of  Canterbury/  to  the  Bishop  of  London. 

After  my  hearty  commendations  [&o.]  I  have  of  late  received, 
as  your  Lordsbip  knoweth,  commandment  from  the  Queen's 
Highness  and  her  honourable  Privy  Council  to  take  order  for 
a  certain  view  to  he  had  and  with  speed  certified  of  armour  to 
be  provided  by  the  clergy  of  the  province  of  Canterbury ;  these 
are  to  will  and  require  yo«r  Lordship  to  give  order  as  well  to 
the  clergy  of  your  own  diocese  for  the  ready  performance  of  the 
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Earn     as  al     t  fy  (h     aid  commandment  to  the  residue  of 

B  b  th  n  tl  tl  b  h  pa  of  my  province  of  Canterbury, 
w  11        th  m  t    tl      th  to  accomplish  her  Highness'  said 

mm  ndm  nt  anl  th     same  view  .  ,  .  speedily  to  certify 

u  t  [d  t  d  L  mb  th   May  6,  1569]. 

Whereas  the  loi-ds  of  the  Queen's  Majesty's  most  honourable 
Privy  Council  bave  given  commandment  for  the  provision  Oi 
armour  and  other  furniture  by  the  clergy  of  this  realm, 
aecordiug  to  such  order  and  rates  as  was  used  in  the  time 
of  the  late  Kiug  Philip  and  Queen  Mary,  the  several  rates 
and  orders  then  used  in  that  behalf  are  hereafter  particulariy 
specified;  videlicet. 

That  every  one  of  the  clergy  having  lands  or  possessions  of 
estate  of  inheritage  of  freehold  shall  provide  .  ,  .  armonr,  horses 
and  other  furniture  ia  such  sort  as  every  temporal  man  is 
charged  by  reason  of  his  lands  and  possessions  by  virtue  of  the 
statute'  made  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  years  of  the  reigns  of  the 
late  King  Philip  and  Queen  Mary. 

Item,  That  every  one  of  tiie  said  clergy  having  benefits, 
spiritual  promotions  or  pensions,  the  clear  value  whereof .  . , 
do  amount  to  the  clear  yearly  value  of  £30  or  upwards,  shall 
be  bound  to  provide  . .  .  armour  and  other  provision  requisite, 
according  to  such  proportion  and  rate,  as  the  teraporalty  are 
bound  by  the  said  statute  by  reason  of  their  moveable  goods. 

Item,  If  any  of  the  clergy  of  this  realm  have  both  temporal 
lands  and  possessions  and  also  spiritual  promotions,  be  shall  be 
charged  with  armour  and  other  provision  according  to  the 
greatest  rate  of  one  of  them,  and  not  with  both. 

Sti-ijpe,  Parker,  I.  p.  542  ;  Reg.  Parker,  1.  p.  I'jS  (a),  in  Cardwell, 


Observations^  in  rating  the  proportion  of  a. 

I.  The  bishop  to  late  himself  among  the  temporally  for 
lands. 

II.  To  rate  tbe  dean  and  prebendaries,  as  the  temporalty,  for 
goods  from  £30  upwards. 

III.  Item,  to  rate  the  whole  diocese  in  like  sort. 
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IV,  Item,  to  account  such  as  be  resident  within  the  diocese 
under  the  sum  of  .£30  and  yet  having  benefices  or  pensions 
eisewhei-e  to  make  up  the  same  sum  or  upwards,  to  te  rated 
there  among  the  supplies. 

"V,  Item,  to  rate  every  incumbent  where  he  is  resident,  and 
every  ordinary  chaplain  not  lesident  in  the  diocese  where  he 
serveth. 

.  ,  .  This  following  was  the  way  propounded  of  laying  the 
charge  of  armour  on  the  clergy  : — 


6   g   s   3  g"^  5=  3==^ 


Ttey  that  iZjoo   were 
hsd      an  liioo  rated 
annual  in-  |  £40      to 
come      o{  I  £30      fiad 

The  archbishop  taxed  himself  at  sis  horse  with  armour;  ten 
light  horse  with  their  furniture;  forty  corslets;  forty  Aim ain 
rivets ;  forty  pikes ;  thirty  long  bows ;  thirty  sheaves  of 
arrows ;  thirty  steel  caps  ;  twenty  black  bills ;  twenty  harque- 
buta ;  and  twenty  morioas.  Sirypt,  PaTker,  I.  p.  543 '. 

8.  Appoiittmeht  of  jls  Admiral,  1599. 

Elizabeth,  &c,  to  all  to  whom  these,  &c,  greeting. 

Forasmuch  as  there  is  just  and  necessary  cause  giren  us  to  set 
mp  ded  ■ 
f    th 


forth  to  tV 

e  seas  in 

wirlke 

n     ne-  0      n    -y 

11    f 

t  m 

mb 

f                    1  1 

tf 

th    d) 

f 

Im        d      tj 

tt     pt 

t 

p    p      t           f 

gi 

t 

th  t  th  y      t     d 

m    p    t 

t         d 

m 

w    1         be      th 

beth    k 

It    f 

m    m 

t  t            both  f 

r 

Ik 

t    wh 

gr    t 

1     g 

th 

m    t     f 

bj    t 

11       t 

th 

=e       g     and    J 

C      as 

wm         f 

86 

^      V      59 

8       Wi    g 

11  p65 

Tb   tab 

ppe       to  be        q 

yGoosle 


164  EUsabelh,  [1398. 

tion  of  the  fidelity,  valour  and  sufficiency  of  our  right  trusty 
and  well-heloyed  Thomas  Lord  Howard,  baron  of  Walden, 
kuight  of  our  honourahle  order  of  the  garter,  we  have  made 
choice  of  him  to  commit  so  great  a  tiust  and  charge  unto. 

Know  ye  therefore  that  for  those  respects  we  do  by  these 
presents  name  and  depute  the  said  Thomas  to  be  our  Lieutenant 
and  Captain  Gteneral,  leader,  governor  and  admiral  of  our  said 
navy  and  forces  therein  serving  which  we  have  set  to  the  seas 
for  the  defence  of  our  realms  and  people  against  the  Spaniard 
.  . .  Giving  and  granting  to  tbe  said  Thomas  our  full  power  and 
authoiity  over  all  our  subjects  of  whut  state  or  condition  soever 
in  our  said  navy  and  army  retained  and  for  this  our  service 
committed  to  his  cliaige,  to  arm,  muster  and  command  for  the 
defence  of  our  realms  and  aubjects  and  in  resistance  of  the 
Spaniai'Us  and  their  adherents  or  any  others  attempting  the 
invasion  or  aimoyance  of  our  dominions  and  subjects  .  .  . 

Giving  also  and  granting  to  the  said  Thomas  full  power  and 
authority  all . .  .  causes,  quarrels,  questions  and  matters  what- 
soever our  said  navy  and  subjects  therein  serving  any  way 
couceming  and  [to]  the  office  of  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Captain 
General  at  the  seas  hy  any  law  or  custom  belonging,  to  hear, 
examine,  discuss  and  determine  according  to  the  law  martial  or 
any  discipline  in  our  navies  and  armies  at  sea  accustomed;  and 
laws,  orders  and  statutes  for  the  good  government  of  our  said 
navy  and  army  to  make  and  establish,  and  the  same  to  proclaim 
nd  put  n  exe  ut  on  in  I  ail  perso  s  ofiend  ng  aua  st  tl  e  sa  d 
\j.   s  a  d  o  d  n  ncea  to  punish  mp    son  a  d  (whe     1  e  si  all 

th  nk  go  1)  a^a  n  to  d   charge  and     eleaae     and  all   c  uses 

rainal  concern  n^,  1  le  or  me  he  n  o  u"  sa  d  na  y  happen  ng 
a  d  all  mc  dents  and  c  cumst  n  e  the  same  concern  eg  to 
hea  eiam  ne  and  determ  e  anl  sentence  ani  juij,Tnenfc  there 
upo  to  g  e  ind  p  on  un  e  o  1  ere  s  to  make  and  all  other 
things  vh  cl  for  the  go  d  trover  n  ent  of  o  r  sa  d  ivy  and 
an  y  and  V|e  ta  tl  ere  ser  n„  nay  be  to  do  ac  ord  g  to 
his  best  discretion  and  such  directions  as  from  us  or  our  Privy 
Council  in  our  name  from  time  to  time  he  shall  receive. 

And  forasmuch  as  it  may  be  needed  for  our  service  to  take 
up  vessels  and  other  materials  for  the  use  of  our  service,  we  do 
hereby  give  full  autliority  to  the  said  Thomaa  to  direct  his 
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warrants  to  our  treasurer  of  our  navy  or  to  his  deputy  in  liis 
absence  to  make  payment  of  all  Buch  sums  of  money  as  he  the 
Baid  Thomas  shall  find  necessary  to  direct  him  to  lay  out,  in 
which  case  the  warrant  of  our  said  admiral  shall  be  to  our  said 
treasurer  or  his  deputy  suf&eient  discharge  upon  the  making  of 
his  account . . . 

And  because  it  may  happen  by  fight  or  otherwise  that  you, 
our  admiral  of  the  forces  committed  to  your  charge,  may 
miscarry  in  this  action,  which  God  we  hope  will  preTcnt,  we 
have  thought  good,  providing  for  all  events,  to  appoint  and 
authorize  in  such  extremity  our  servant  Sii-  "Walter  Ealeigli, 
Captain  of  our  guard  and  Lieutenant  of  our  county  of  CorJiwall, 
to  take  the  charge  of  our  said  fleet  and  forces,  being  now  our 
vice-admiral  of  the  same,  and  in  the  meanwhile  that  he  be 
assistant  unto  you  in  all  your  enterprises  .  . . 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  our  letters  to  be 
made  patents  to  continue  during  our  pleasure. 

[Dated  August  10,  1599.] 

S'jmer,  Fadera,  XVI.  p.  380. 


VI.—MISCELLANEOUS. 
\.  The  Oath  of  a  Pkivy  CJouhcillok. 
You  shall  swear  to  he  a  true  and  faithful  councillor  to  the 
Queen's  Majesty  as  one  of  her  Highness'  Privy  Council.  You 
shall  not  know  or  understand  of  any  manner  tiling  to  be 
attempted,  done  or  spoken  against  her  Majesty's  person,  honour, 
crown  or  dignity  royal,  but  you  shall  let  and  withstand  the 
same  to  the  uttermost  of  yovtr  power,  and  either  do  or  cause  it 
to  be  forthwith  revealed  either  to  her  Majesty's  self  or  to  the  rest 
of  her  Privy  Cotincil.  You  shall  keep  secret  all  matters  com- 
mitted and  revealed  to  you  as  her  Majesty's  councillor  or  that 
shall  be  treated  of  secretly  in  counoiL  And  if  any  of  the  same 
treaties  or  counsels  shall  touch  any  other  of  the  councillors, 
you  shall  not  reveal  the  same  to  him,  but  shall  keep  the  same 
uafil  such  time  as  by  the  consent  of  her  Majesty  or  of  the  rest 
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of  the  Council  publication  sliall  be  made  tbereof.  You  shall  not 
let  to  give  true,  plain  and  faithful  counsel  at  all  times,  without 
respect  either  of  the  cause  or  of  the  person,  laying  apart  all 
favour,  meed,  affection  and  partiality.  And  you  shall  to  your 
uttennost  bear  faith  and  trhe  allegiance  to  the  Queen's  Majesty, 
her  heirs  and  lawful  sDCcessors,  and  shall  assist  and  defend  all 
jurisdictions,  preeminences  and  authorities  granted  to  her 
Majesty  and  annexed  to  her  crown  against  all  foreign  princes, 
persons,  prelates  or  potentates,  whether  by  act  of  parliament 
or  otherwise.  And  generally  in  all  things  you  shall  do  as 
a  faithful  and  true  councillor  ought  to  do  to  her  Majesty. 
So  help  you  God  and  the  holy  contents  of  this  book. 

Memoranduoi  that  the  lafi  day  of  December  in  the  13''' 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  SoYci-eign  Lady  Elizabeth  by  the  grace 
of  God  [&c.],  I,  George  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  have  most  humbly 
and  obediently  taken  iny  corporal  oath  before  God  to  observe 
and  perform  all  the  contents  above  writlen  in  every  respect. 
In  witness  wheieof  I  have  subscribed  my  name  and  put  my 
seal.  G.  SHBiiWSBDET. 

State  Papers  {Dometfie),  EUx.  Ixzziii.  p.  33, 

2,  DxjTiEa  OP  A  Seceetaet  '. 
Titles  of  matters  whereof  I  am  charged  to   have  regard  as 
a  Councillor  and  Secrelarj'. 

First  to  inform  myself  of  all  treaties  with  foreign  princes, 
t'rance.  Burgundy,  and  the  Low  Countries,  Spain,  Scotland, 
Denmark  and  the  Hanses,  fi:c. 

To  be  acquainted  with  the  particular  actions  and  negotiations 
of  ambassadors  to  het  Majesty  and  from  her. 

To  inform  myself  of  the  power  and  form  of  proceeding  at  the 
council  of  the  Marches  in  Wales  and  the  council  in  the  North, 
and  to  understand  the  manner  of  the  "Warden's  government. 

To  be  well  informed  of  the  state  of  Ireland,  both  the  yearly 
charge  of  the  army  and  the  extraordinary,  the  state  of  revenue 
there,  and  the  state  of  the  Undertakers. 

The  charge  of  the  Low  Country  wars,  the  charges  of  the 

'  ProliaTjIy  by  Dr  John  Herbert,  appointed  seooiid  Seoretiirj  about  this 
time  (Note  in  Ciilendar  of  State  Papera,  p.  436). 
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French  King,  tlie  state   of  their  debts   to   the   Queen,  what 

To  OTersee  the  order  of  the  Councit-hook  and  Muster-book 
of  the  realm. 

To  have  the  custody  of  letters  from  foreign  princes  to  the 
Queen,  and  aioswers  made  to  them. 

To  have  care  to  the  intelligeDces  abroad. 

Memorandum  :  That  all  causes  to  be  treated  on  in  council 
and  resolved  are  either  only  for  her  Majesty,  or  betwixt  party 
and  party,  or  betwixt  some  party  (either  subject  or  stranger) 
and  the  Queen's  Majesty. 

The  tirst  doth  handle  principally  questions  and  consuitationa 
of  State,  growing  from  foreign  advertisement Sj  or  some  estra,- 
ordinaiy  accidents  withia  the  realm. 

The  second  (between  party  and  party)  are  very  eeldom  heard 
particularly,  but  rather  ended  by  overruling  an  obstinate 
person,  who  is  made  to  acknowledge  his  fault,  or  else  the 
parties  are  remitted  to  some  court  of  justice  or  equity,  or 
recommended  by  some  letters  to  some  justices  in  the  country 
to  compound  the  differences  either  by  consent  of  the  parties  or 
by  direction.  Or  if  the  cause  be  great,  then  to  write  letters 
to  some  principal  persona  to  have  some  circumstances  better 
understood  and  examined,  concerning  matter  of  fact,  whereof 
the  council  cannot  be  so  well  informed,  when  they  have  only 
the  suggestions  of  one  party  against  another,  upon  which  report 
it  often  happeneth  that  quarrels  and  difFeroiicea  are  taken  up 
by  the  council,  when  it  appears  clearly  who  is  in  default. 

"When  there  is  anything  in  question  wherein  the  Queen  is 
a  paity,  it  is  commonly  either  by  the  breach  of  peace  or  for 
some  other  title. 

If  there  be  breach  of  peace  the  lords  do  either  punish  the 
offender  by  commitment,  or  do  refer  the  matter  to  be  further 
proceeded  in  the  Star-Chamber,  where  great  riots  and  con- 
tempts are  punished. 

If  it  be  matter  of  title,  then  the  lords  refer  it  to  the 
Queen's  learned  counsel,  and  recommend  the  same  to  the  judges' 

If  there  be  some  suits  to  the  Queen  of  poor  men,  then  do 
the    lords    endorse    their   petitions   with  their   opinions  and 
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recommend  tte  dispatch  to  the  Secretary,  or  for  the  poorer  sort 
to  the  Master  of  the  Eeqaeats. 

[Dated]  April  26.  1600. 
Stale  Facers  (Domead'c),  Eliz.  oclxxiv.  p.  118. 

S.  Censorship  op  the  Pbess. 
(a)  Stav-Chamher  Ordinance,  1566. 

I.  That  no  person  shoald  print  ...  or  hring  ,  .  .  into  tie 
realm  printed  any  hook  against  the  force  and  meaning  of  any 
ordinance  .  .  ,  contained  in  any  the  statutes  or  laws  of  this 
realm  or  in  any  injunctions,  letters  patents  or  ordinances  set 
forth  hy  the  Queen's  authority. 

II.  That  whosoever  should  offend  against  the  said  ordinances 
should  forfeit  all  such  books,  and  fi-om  thenceforth  should  never 
exercise  . .  .  the  feat  of  printing  ;  and  to  sustain  three  months' 
imprisonment. 

III.  That  no  person  should  sell,  hind  or  sew  any  such  books, 
upon  pain  to  forfeit  all  such  hooks  and  for  every  hook  20s. 

IV.  That  all  hooks  so  forfeited  siiould  be  brought  into 
Stationers'  Hall,  .  .  .  and  all  the  hooka  so  to  he  forfeited  to  l>e 
destroyed  or  mado  waste  paper. 

V.  That  it  should  he  lawful  for  the  wardens  of  the  [Sta- 
tioners'] Company  ...  to  make  search  in  all  workhouses,  shops 
.  ,  .  and  other  places  of  printers,  booksellers  and  such  as  bring 
books  into  the  realm  .  .  . ;  and  all  books  to  be  found  against  the 
said  ordinances  to  seize  and  carry  to  the  Hall  to  the  uses  ahove- 
said  and  to  bring  the   persons   offending  before  the  Queen's 


VI.  Every  stationer,  ]>rinter,  bookseller  . .  .  should  .  .  .  enter 
into  several  recognizances  of  reasonable  sums  of  money  to  her 
Majesty  .  .  .  that  he  should  truly  obsei-ve  all  the  said  ordi- 
nances .  .  . 

Upon  the  consideration  before  expressed  and  upon  the 
motion  of  the  Commissioners,  we  of  the  Frivy  Council  have 
agreed  this  to  be  observed  and  kept ...  At  the  Star-Chamber 
tlie  29th  of  June,  1566  , .  . 

N.  Bacon,  C.  S.    "WiNCHESTKa.    R.  Leicbstbk.     E.  Clynton. 
E.  EoGEBs.  F.  Knollys.      Ambb.  Cave.       W,  Cecil. 
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We'  underwrit  think  these  ordinances  meet  and  necessary  to 
Tje  decreed  and  observed. 

Matthue  Cantuak.         Ambe.  Cave.         Tho.  Tale. 
Edm.  Londoh.  David  Lkwis,      Eob.  "Weston, 

T.  HoyCKE. 

Slrype,  Parker,  I.  pp.  442-J. 

(b)  Siar-Chamher  Ordinance,  June,  1586. 

The  new  decrees  of  the  Star-Chamber  for  orders  in  printing, 
vicesimo  tertio  die  Jumi,  a.b.  1586.  \ 

Whereas  sundry  decrees  and  ordinaEces  have  upon  grave 
advice  and  deliberation  been  heretofore  made  and  published  for 
the  repressing  of  such  great  enormities  and  abuses  as  of  late 
more  than  in  time  past  have  been  commonly  used  and  practised 
by  divers  contentions  and  disorderly  perEons  professing  the  art 
or  mystery  of  printing  gr  selling  of  books,  and  yet  notwith- 
standing the  said  abuses  and  enormities  are  nothing  abated, 
but,  as  it  is  found  by  expeiience,  do  rather  daily  more  and  more 
increase  to  the  williil  and  manifest  breach  and  contempt  of  the 
said  ordinances  and  decrees,  to  the  great  displeasure  and  offence 
of  the  Queen's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  reason  whereof  sundry 
intolerable  ohences  troubles  and  disturbai  ces  have  hippenei  as 
well  in  tho  church  as  m  the  civil  government  of  the  tate  and 
commonwealth  of  tbis  lealm  wbn-h  seem  to  hive  grown  because 
the  jams  and  penalties  contained  and  set  down  in  th?  said 
oidminces  and  decrees  have  been  too  li^ht  and  small  for  the 
correction  and  punishment  of  so  gr  e\ous  and  heinous  offences 
and  so  the  oftenders  and  malef  otois  m  that  lelalf  ha%e  n  t 
leen  so  severely  punished  as  the  quality  of  their  offences  have 
deserved  Her  Majesty  theiefore  of  her  most  godlvand  giacions 
disposition  being  cirtful  that  speedy  and  due  reformation  be 
had  of  the  al  use";  an  1  disor  leis  aforesiid  and  that  all  persons 
using  or  prcfesBing  the  art  trade  or  mystery  of  ps-jntmg  ot 
selling  of  books  should  fiora  henceforth  le  mled  and  diietted 
theiem  bj  some  ceitain  and  known  rules  and  oidmai  ces  which 
should  be  inviolablj  kept  and  bsci \ e  I  and  the  Ireakei s 
and  ufFenleis  of  the  b  me  fo  be  eevereli  and  shirplj  pamshed 

Me    bcrs    f  the  H  .h  C  mil        on  _ 
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bring  a  tine  note  or  ceiiiiitate  of  the  said  presses  [&c.]  already 

erected,  within   ten   days  next  coining  after  tbe  publication 

hereof,  and  of  the  said  presses  [&c.]  hereafter  to  be  erected  . .  . 

within    fen    days    next    after    the    erecting    thereof,   unto    the 

Master  and  War.lens  of  the  Company  of  Stationers  of  the  City 

of  London  for  the  time  being,  npon  pain  that  every  person 

failing  or  offending  herein  shall  have  all  the  said  presses  [&u.] 

utterly  defaced  and  made  nnserviceable  for  imprinting  for  ever, 

and  shall  also  suffer  twelve  months'  imprisonment  without  bail 

or  mainprise. 

2.  Item,  That  no  printer  of  boohs  nor  sny  other  erson  shall 
Bet  up  any  press  ...  but  only  in  the  city  of  Loudon  or  in  the 
suburbs  thereof,  and  except  one  press  in  the  University  of 
Cambridge  and  one  other  press  in  tbe  University  of  Oxford, 
and  no  more ;  and  that  no  person  shall  hereafter  erect  iu  any 
secret  or  obscure  comer  or  place  any  such  press,  but  that  the 
same  shall  be  in  such  open  place  or  places  in  his  or  their  house 
or  Jiouses  as  the  Wardens  of  the  said  Company  of  the  Stationers 
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.  . .  may  from  time  to  time  have  ready  access  Tinto,  to  search  for 
and  view  the  same  ;  and  that  no  printer  or  other  person  shall 
at  any  time  hereafter  withstand  or  make  resistance  to  any  such 
view  or  search,  nor  deny  or  keep  secret  any  such  press :  upon 
pain  that  every  person  offending  in  anything  contrary  to  this 
article  shall  have  all  the  said  presses  defaced  and  made  un- 
serviceable for  imprinting  for  ever,  and  shall  also  suffer  im- 
prisonment one  whole  year,  and  be  disabled  for  ever  to  keep 
any  printing-press  or  to  be  master  of  any  printing-house  or  to 
have  any  benefit  thereby  other  than  only  work  as  s.  journeyman 
for  wages. 

3.  Item,  That  no  printer  nor  other  person  that  hath  set  up 
any  press  within  six  months  last  past  shall  hereafter  use  the 
same,  nor  any  person  shall  hereaiter  erect  any  press  till  the 
excessive  multitude  of  printers  ...  be  abaled  ...  or  otherwise 
brought  to  f.o  small  a  number  of  masters  or  owners  of  printing 
houses,  being  of  ability  and  good  behaviour,  as  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  and  Bishop  of  London  for  the  time  being  shall 
thereupon  think  it  requisite  and  oonveoient,  for  the  good 
service  of  the  realm,  to  have  some  more  presses  erected  and 
set  up.  And  that  when  and  as  often  aa  the  said  archbishop 
and  bishop  shall  so  think  it  requisite  and  convenient  and  shall 
signify  the  same  to  the  said  Master  and  "Wardens  of  the  said 
Company  of  Stationers  .  .  .,  the  said  Master  and  Wardens  shall 
. . ,  call  the  assistants  of  the  said  company  before  them  and  shall 
make  choice  of  one  or  more  ...  of  such  persons  being  free 
stationers  as  .  .  .  shall  be  thought ,  . .  meet  to  have  the  charge 
of  a  press,  and  . . .  shall  present  [them]  before  the  High  Com 
missioners  in  causes  ecclesiastical,  or  six  or  more  of  them, 
whereof  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  Bishop  of  London 
to  be  one,  to  admit  every  such  person  so  chosen  and  presented 
to  Be  master  of  a  press  .  .  .  upon  pain  [as  in  previous  §]. 
Provided  that  this  article  shall  not  extend  to  the  office  of  the 
Queen's  Majesty's  piinter  for  the  service  of  the  realm,  but  that 
the  said  office  and  officer  shall  be  at  the  pleasure  and  disposition 
of  her  Majesty  .  . . 

4.  Item,  That  no  person  shall  imprint . . .  any  book  ...  or  thing 
whatsoever,  except  the  same  hook  ...  or  any  other  thing  .  ,  . 
shall  be  allowed  .  .  .  according  to  the  order  appointed  by  the 
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Queen's  Majesty's  injunctions ',  and  be  first  seen  and  perused 
liy  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  Bishop  of  London  for 
the  time  being,  or  one  of  them  (the  Queen's  Majesty's  printer 
. , .  and  such  aa  are  priyileged  to  print  the  books  of  the  common 
law  of  this  reahn,  for  such  of  the  same  books  as  shall  be  allowed 
of  by  the  two  Chief  Justices  and  Chief  Baron  for  the  time  being 
or  any  two  of  them,  only  excepted),  nor  shall  imprint  any  book 
affainat  the  form  or  meaning  of  any  restraint  or  ordinance 
ccBtamed  in  any  etatute  or  laws  of  this  realm  [&c,,  as  in 
oidmance  of  1566,  §§  I,  II,  with  increased  penalties]. 

5  [\-5  in  §  III,  ordin.  1566,  with  increased  penalties.] 

6  Thit  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Wardens  of  the  said 
company  .  .  ,  to  make  search  .  .  .  and  all  boots  contrary  to  tlie 
intent  of  fiiese  ordinances  to  stay  and  take  to  her  Majesty's  use, 
—  and  the  parties  offending  ...  to  bring  before  the  said  High 
Commissioners  or  some  three  or  more  of  them,  whereof  the  said 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  or  Bishop  of  London  for  the  time 
being  to  be  one  .  . . 

7.  [The  Wardens  to  destroy    II  pi     t  b  1     gi  g  t      ff    d 
paitaes,] 

8.  Item,  That  for  tbe  aTO  1  f  th  If 
printers  within  this  realm,  ithll      tbel     flf         jprs 
bemg  free  of  the  Company  of  St  t                            th    t    d 
mystery  of  printing,  bookselling       bookb    ding  t    b         t 
time  any  greater  number  of  app      t        tb        1   11  b    h       it 
expressed  .  ■  .  Provided  alway    th  t  tl          d               1    11      t 
extend  to  the  Queen's  Majest       p     te            htththh 
liheiiy  to   keep   apprentices  t     th         mb        £   si       t       y 

9.  Item,  That  none  of  the  pn  te  m  C  mb  dg  O  f  d 
for  the  time  being  shall  beffdth  ym  p 
prentices  thaa  one  at  one  ti  t  th  t  1  t  t  hall  b 
lawful  for  the  said  printers  and  th  to  th  h  Ip 
of  any  journeyman  being  freem  f  th  ty  f  L  d  w  tl  t 
contradiction  .  . .                  state  Papers  (Domslie).  Eliz.  tie.  p.  48". 
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4,  Manumission  of  Villains. 
De  Com-missione  ad  mammdttendum. 

Elizabeth,  by  the  grace  of  God,  &e,,  to  our  right  trusty  and 
well-beloved  counsellor  Sir  William  Cecil  .  . .  and  to  our  trusty 
and  right  well-beloved  counsellor  Sir  "Walter  Mildmay  .  .  . 
greeting.  Whereas  divers  and  sundry  of  our  poor  faithful  and 
loyal  subjects,  being  boin  bond  ia  blood  and  regardant  to  divers 
and  sundry  our  manors  and  possessions  within  our  realm  of 
England,  have  made  humble  suit  unto  us  to  be  manumlsed, 
enfranchised  and  made  free,  with  their  children  and  sequels  . ,  . 
"We  therefore  ...  do  name  and  appoint  you  two  our  commis- 
sioners .  . .  and  do  commit .  .  .  unto  you  full  power  to  accept 
...  to  be  manumised,  enlrancbised  and  made  free,  such  and  so 
many  of  our  bondmen  and  bondwomen  in  blood  with  all  their 
children  and  sequels,  their  goods,  lands,  tenements  and  heredita- 
ments as  are  now  appertaining  or  regardant  to  any  of  our 
manors,  lands  [&c.]  within  the  said  several  counties  of  Cornwall, 
Devon,  Somerset  and  Gloucester,  as  to  you  shall  seem  meet, 
compounding  with  them  for  such  reasonable  fines  or  sums  of 
money  . .  .  for  the  manumission. ...  as  you  and  tliey  can  agree  : 
.  . .  the  tenour  of  which  said  manumissions  [&c  ]  >!hall  be  in 
such  order  and  form  as  is  here  in  these  presents  <,ontiined 

Elizabetba,  Dei  giatia  [&c.],  omnibus  ad  quos  &c  saluteni 
Cum  ab  initio  omnes  homines  natura  libeios  creavit  Deu=,  ut 
postea  jus  gentium  quosdam  sub  jago  servitutis  constituit 
pium  fore  credimus  et  Deo  acceptabile  obristianaMjue  ciiantati 
consentaneum  certos,  in.  villcnagio  nobis,  haeredibus  et  sncces- 
soribus  nostris  subjectos  et  servitute  devinctos,  libeioa  penitua 
faeere : 

Sciatis  igitur  quod  nos,  pietate  moti . , .  A.  B.  C.  D.  &o.,  et 
omnes  et  singulas  sequoias  tam  procreatas  et  imposteium  pro- 
creandas  et  eorum  quemlibet,  manumisimus  et  hberos  fecimus  et 
ab  omni  jugo  servitutis  et  servilis  conditiouis  libertflnus  et 
exoneramus  in  perpetuum  . .  .  Damns  etiam  et .  .  .  eoneedimus 
praefatis  A.  B.  C.  D.  &c.  mesauagia,  teixas  [&c.],  nocnon  bona, 
catalla  et  debita  sua  quaecumque  .  .  .  quibus  seisitl  seu  posses- 
sionati  jam  ezistunt . . .  habendum,  tenendum  et  gaudendum  . , . 
imperpetuum  .  . .  absque  compoto  seu  aliquo  alio  proinde  nobia 
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. .  .  reddendo  ratione  servitutis  sea  servilis  conditionis . , ,  salvis 
tamen  nobis  .  .  .  taia  liberia  teauris  et  haereditamenfis  nostris 
cuatumiarum  terrarura  et  tenementorum  de  quibus  illi  .  .  .  seisiii 
existuut .  .  .  per  copiam  curiae,  et  servitiis,  ledditibus  [&c.]  pro 
eisdem  solvendia  vel  facieiidis,  quam  redditibus  et  aervitiis  nobis 
tanquam  capitali  domiuae  feodi  reddendis  pro  aliquibus  teiriB 
r&c]  liberae  tenura«  de  quibus  ipsi  seisiti  existunt. 

In  cujuB  rei  &c. 
.  .  .  And  our  further  will  and  pleasure  is  ,  ,  ,  that  every  such 
bill  or  warrant ...  so  by  you  subscribed,  shall  be  a  sufficient 
and  immediate  warrant  to  the  said  Lord  Chancellor  ,  .  .  for  the 
makiug  and  paEsing  of  every  such  manumission  .  . .  under  our 
said  Great  Seal  .  .  .  paying  only  for  all  manner  of  fee  at  the 
Great  Seal  26s.  8i. 

Witoess  oarself  at  Gorhambury  [April  3,  a.r.  16].     Per  ipsam 
Ee^iim.         Pat.  Moll    (de  diverh   annh)    Eliz.  No.   1606  i    aha    ia 
Eyaier,  Fadera,  SV.p.  731. 


VII.—EXTRACTS  FROM  POLITICAL 

WRITERS. 

1.  Staunfokd. 

Praerogativa  Regis. 

Prerosative  '  is  as  much  as  to  say  a  privilege  or  preeminence 

that  any  person  hath  before  another,  wliich,  as  it  is  tolerable  in 

some,  so  it  is  most  to  be  peraiitted  and  allowed  in  a  prince  or 

sovereign  governor  of  a  realm.     For   besides   that,  that   he 

is  the   most  excellent   and  worthiest  iJart  or  member  of  the 

body  of  the  commonwealth ',  so  is  he  also,  through  his  good 

governance,  the  preserver,  nourisher  and  defender  of  all  the 

people,  being  the  rest  of  the  tame  body  .  -  .  For  which  cause  the 

laws  do  attribute  unto  him  all  honoar,  dignity,  prei-ogative  and 

'  These  are  the  opening  sentences  of  a  oommentarj  on  the  so-called 
statute  entitled  '  PraeroctaitiTa  Regie,'  said  tii  liave  been  published  in  the 
BPVenteentli  year  of  Edward  II:  on  which,  of.  Professor  MaiUand,  E.  E. 
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preeminence ;  which  prerogative  doth  not  only  extend  to  his 
own  person,  but  also  to  all  other  his  possessions,  goods  and 
chattels.  As  that  his  person  shall  he  subject  to  no  man's  suit, 
hia  possessions  cannot  be  tahen  from  him  by  any  violence  or 
■wrongful  disseisin,  his  goods  and  chattels  are  under  no  tribute, 
toll  nor  custom,  nor  otiierwise  distrainable ;  with  an  infinite 
number  of  prerogatives  more,  which  were  too  tedious  here  to 
recite  .  .  .        Staunford's  'Ecposiiioa  ijflhe  Kis/a  Prerogaliiie,'  1567. 

2.  Camdek. 
(a)  The  Star-Chamber. 
Camera  Stellata,  sive  potiua  Curia  Coasilii  Regii  ,  .  ,  Haec,  si 
vetustatem  spectemoa,  est  antiqaissima ;  si  dignitatem  honora- 
tissima.  Ex  quo  enim  ad  reges  provocaveriat  subditi,  con- 
siliumque  regium  institutum  fuerit,  antiquitatem  repetere  posse 
videtur,  ludices  vero  sunt  viri  longe  honoratissimi,  et  apecta- 
tissjmi  utique  coneiliarii  regii.  Hoc  vero  nomea  Camerae 
Steliafae  accepit,  ex  quo  in  camera  stellis  ornata  Westmonasterii 
hoc  cousilium  fuerit  coustitutum.  Quod  iam  olira  factum, 
legitur  enim  in  actis  publicis  Edwardi  tertii :  Gounsdl  en  la 
Chamire  dea  E^oielUa,  yres  de  la  receipts  al  We^lminnter,  Verum 
huius  authoritatem  prudentiseimus  princeps  Henricus  Septimus 
ita  parlamentaria  uuthoritate  adauxit  et  constabilivit  ut  uounulli 
primum  instituisse  falso  opinentur.  ludices  hie  sunt  Dominus 
Canceiiarius  Angliae,  D,  Thesaurarius  Augliae,  Fraeses  Concilii 
Regii,  D.  Gustos  privati  sigilli,  et  omnes  conailiarii  status  tarn 
ecclesiastici  qnam  laici,  et  ex  Parliamenti  baronibus  iOj,  quos 
princeps  advocabit.  .  .  .  BrUaimia,  ed.  1594,  p.  113'. 

(b)  FifU-Antha  and  Tenths,  and  Subsidies. 
. . .  Ordines  praeterea  temporum  felicitati  congratulantes . . . 
concessenmt  ecclesiastici  unum  subsidium,  laici  itidem  alterum 
cum  duabus  quindeuis  et  decimis.  Quindena  et  decima  (ut 
in  esterorum  gratiam  adnotem)  taxatio  certa  est,  olim  imposita 
Bingulia  civitatibus,  burgis,  et  oppidis  non  viritim  sed 
geueratim  pro  ratione  decimaequintae  partis  facultatum  loco- 

'  The  first  edition  of  the  Britannia  was  published  in  1586. 
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mia,  Subsidium  vocamua  quod  singulis  capite  censia  Tiritim 
pro  rations  boBOfum  et  agi'orum  impouitur.  Terum  nee  haec, 
nee  ilia  tasatio  unquam  impouitur  nisi  ex  Ordiuiim  conBensu  in 
Pai-lamento.  Annalef,  e<l,  I.  1615,  p.  79,  b.  a.  1563. 

(c)  Martial  Law. 
Tesanam  Petri  Eurchetti  opinionem,  qui  sibi  persuaserat, 
licitum  esse  evangelicae  veritati  adversantes  occidere,  nescio  aa 
meiuorem,  Eo  usque  homiiiem  huius  opinionis  eiTor  abripuerat, 
ut  Hawkinsum  clasEiarium  iUuiii  celebrem  in  publico  pugione 
aggressus  sauciarit,  ratus  Hattouum  esfie  gratia  tunc  temporis 
apud  Eeginam  florentem  et  ab  intimis  consiliis,  quern  novatoribua 
adversari  audiverat.  Regica  ad  iioc  iaunus  supra  quam  (.olBbat 
ita  excanduit,  ut  io  hominem  ex  jure  militari  eive  castienai 
protinua  animadverti  iussent,  doiieo  a  piudentibua  fui'-set 
edocta,  ius  illud  non  niai  in  castns  aut  tempoiibua  tuibulentis 
adbibendum ;  domi  autem.  et  m  pa<,e  ex  pioceasus  ludiciaris 
formula  agendum.  M»ales,e&.l.  i6ig, p.  243,  a. a.  IJ73. 

3.  Sir  Thohas  Smith. 

(i)  Classes  of  tJie 2>eople. 

Of  tbe  first  part  of  Geutlemen  of  England,  called  tuAUitas 

major, 
...  In  England  no  man  is  created  a  l>aron,  except  be  may 
dispend  of  yearly  revenue  one  tbousand  pounds,  or  one  tbouEaud 
marks  at  the  least ,  . . 

Of  the  second  sort  of  Gentlemen,  wbicb  may  be  called  Twbilitaa 
minor,  and  first  of  knighta. 
No  man  ia  a  knight  by  succession,  not  the  king  or  prince  .  .  . : 
knights  therefore  be  not  born  but  made  ...  In  England  whoso- 
ever may  dispend  of  his  free  lands  forty  pounds  sterling  of 
yearly  revenue  .  ,  ,  may  be  by  the  king  compelled  to  take  that 
order  and  honour,  or  to  pay  a  fine  .  .  . 

Of  Esquires. 

Esquirea  (which  we  commonly  call  sqiilres)  be  all  those  which 

bear  arms  (as  we  call  them)  or  armories  .  .  .  these  be  taken  for 
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no  distinct  order  of  the  commonwealth,  but  do  go  with  the 
residue  of  the  gentlemen  . . . 

Of  Gentlemen. 
Gentlemen  lie  those  whom  their  blood  and  race  doth  make 
noble  and  known  ,  .  .  Orclinnrily  the  king  dolh  only  make 
knights  and  create  barons  or  higher  degrees,  for  as  for  gentle- 
men tliey  be  made  good  cheap  in  England.  For  whoso- 
ever Btudieth  (he  laws  of  the  realm,  who  studielh  in  the 
TJnivei-sities,  who  professeth  liberal  sciences,  and  to  be  short, 
who  can  live  idly  and  without  manual  labour,  and  will  bear  the 
port,  charge  and  countenance  of  a  gentleman,  he  shaJl  be  called 
master,  . . .  and  shall  be  taken  for  a  gentleman  ,  .  . 

Of  Yeomen. 
Those  whom  we  call  yeomen,  next  unto  the  nobility,  knights 
and  Equires,  have  the  greatest  charge  and  doings  in  the  common- 
wealth ...  I  call  him  a  yeoman  whom  our  laws  do  call  legalem 
hominem  . . .  which  is  a  freeman  born  English,  and  may  dispend 
of  his  own  free  land  in  yearly  revenue  to  the  sum  of  40s.  sterling 
.  . .  This  sort  of  people  confess  themselves  to  be  no  gentlemen 
.  .  .  and  yet  they  have  a  certain  preemiiienoe  and  more  estima- 
tion than  labourers  and  artificers,  and  commonly  live  wealthily. 
.  .  .  These  be  (for  the  most  part)  farmers  unto  gentlemen,  .  .  , 
and  by  these  means  do  come  to  such  wealth,  that  they  are  able 
and  daily  do  buy  the  lands  of  unthrifty  gentlemen,  and  after 
setting  their  sons  to  the  school  at  the  Universities,  to  the  laws 
of  the  realm,  or  otherwise  leaving  them  BufB.cient  lands  whereon 
they  may  live  without  labour,  do  make  their  said  sons  by  those 
means  gentlemen  .  ,  . 

Of  the  fourth  sort  of  men  which  do  not  rule. 
The  fourth  sort  or  class  amongst  ns,  is  of  those  which  the  old 
Romans  called  ea^ite  eensi  .  .  .  day  labourers,  poor  husbandmen, 
yea  merchants  or  retailers  which  have  no  free  land,  copyholders 
and  all  ai'tiiicers  .  .  .  These  have  no  voice  nor  authority  in  our 
commonwealth,  and  no  account  is  made  of  them,  but  only  to  be 
ruled.      The  CommoniBeallA  ofEagland,  ed.  158(1,  Ek.  L  ehapa.  i?-24'. 

'  Strypa  {Life  of  Sit  T.  Smith,  p.  84)  sajg  thnt  this  book  was  written 
■1  I5(>3i  iifd  fimt  published  in  1581. 
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Of  Bondage  and  Bondmen. 
After  tLat  we  have  spoken  of  all  the  sorts  of  freemen,  accord- 
ing to  the  diversity  ol  their  estates  and  persons,  it  resteth  to 
say  somewhat  of  bondmen  .  .  .  The  Eonians  had  two  kinds  of 
"bondmen,  the  one  which  were  called  servi  ...  all  those  kind  of 
bondmen  be  called  in  our  law  villiiins  in  grots  .  .  .  Another 
they  had  .  . .  which  tliey  called  adserij>tili{  glebae  . .  .  and  in  our 
law  are  called  villaiHS  regardant  .  .  .  Of  the  first  I  never  knew 
any  in  the  i-ealm  in  ray  time ;  of  the  second,  so  few  there  be, 
that  it  js  not  almost  worth  the  speaking,  hut  our  law  doth 
acknowledge  them  in  both  those  sorts. 

The  CommoHiBtalth  of  H.ifflaad,  ed.  igSg,  Bk.  III.  chap.  10. 

(2)  Parliament  and  the  Sovereign. 
Of  tlie  Parliament  and  the  authority  thereof. 

The  most  high  and  absolute  power  of  the  realm  of  England 
consieteth  in  the  Pa  1    m     t  Tl     P    1    ment  abrogateth  old 

laws,  maketh  new,  g  th  d  f  fl  g  past  and  for  things 
hereafter  to  be  foil  d  b  ng  tl  gl  t  nd  possessions  of 
private  men,  legitim  teth  b  ta  I  t  bl  h  th  forms  of  religion, 
alteieth  weights  and  m  g     th  f    m     f  succession  to  the 

crown,  deiineth  of  d  1  tf  1  1 1  wl  f  la  no  law  already 
made,  appointeth  sub  d  t  li  t  ad  rapositions,  giveth 
most  free  pardons  a  d  al     1  t  t      th  n  hlood  and  name, 

us  the  highest  court  d  oi  th  h  I  th  them  whom  the 
prince  will  put  to  that  trial.  And  to  be  short,  all  that  ever  the 
people  of  Rome  might  do,  either  in  einturiatis  comitiis  or  trihutis, 
the  same  may  be  done  by  the  Parliament  of  England,  which 
representeth  and  hath  the  power  of  the  whole  realm,  hoth  the 
head  and  the  body.  For  every  Ecglishman  is  intended  to  be 
there  present,  either  in  person  or  by  procuration  and  attorney, 
.  .  .  from  the  prince  (be  he  king  or  queen)  to  the  lowest  persoa 
of  England.  And  the  consent  of  the  pailiament  is  taken  to  he 
every  mAn's  consent . .  . 

The  Speaker  .  .  .  ia  commonly  appointed  by  the  king  or  queen, 
though  accepted  by  the  assent  of  the  House. 

...  No  bill  is  an  Act  of  Parliament .  .  .  until  both  tie  houses 
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Beverally  have  agreed  unto  it  .  .  .  no,  nor  then  neither.  But 
the  last  day  of  that  parliament  or  session  the  prince  cometh  in 
pei-son  in  his  parliament  robes,  and  sitteth  in  his  state  . .  ,  Then 
one  reads  the  titles  of  every  Act  which  hath  passed  at  that 
session  .  .  . :  it  is  marked  there  what  the  prince  doth  allow,  and 
to  such  he  saith,  Le  Roy  or  La  Royne  le  vevlt ...  To  those  which 
the  prince  liketh  not,  Le  Ray  or  La  Rayne  s'advisera,  and  those 
be  accounted  utterly  dashed  and  of  none  effect  .  . . 

Of  the  monarch,  King  or  Queen  of  England. 

The  Prince  .  . .  hath  absolutely  in  his  power  the  authority  of 
war,  and  peace  . .  .  His  privy  council  be  chosen  also  at  the 
prince's  pleasure ...  In  war  time  and  in  the  field  the  prince  hath 
also  absolute  power  . . . :  he  may  put  to  death  or  to  other  bodily 
punishment  whom  he  shall  think  to  to  deserve,  without  process 
of  law  or  form  of  judgment.  This  hath  been  sometime  used 
within  the  realm  before  any  open  war,  in  sudden  insurrections 
ond  rebellions,  hut  that  not  allowed  of  wise  and  grave  men  . ,  . 
This  absolute  power  is  called  martial  law  .  .  .  The  prince  useth 
also  absolute  power  in  crying  and  decreeing  the  money  of  the 
I'ealm  by  bis  proclamation  only . .  .  The  piince  useth  also  to 
dispense  with  laws  made,  whereas  equity  reqnireth  a  moderation 
to  be  had,  and  with  pains  for  transgression  of  laws  . .  ,  The 
prince  giveth  all  the  chief  and  highest  offices  or  magistracies  of 
the  realm  .  .  .  A]l  writs,  esecutions  and  commandments  be  done 
in  the  prince's  name . , .  The  prince  hath  the  wardship  and  first 
maiTiage  of  all  those  that  hold  laud  of  him  in  chief ...  To  be 
short,  the  prince  is  the  life,  the  head  and  the  authority  of  all 
things  that  he  done  in  the  realm  of  England. 

The  CotnmonKeattk  of  England,  ed.  1589,  Bk.  II.  cbajjB.  2-4. 
(3)  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

. . .  The  Justices  of  the  Peace  be  those  in  whom  at  this  time 
for  the  repressing  of  robbers,  thieves  and  vagabonds,  of  privy 
complots  and  conspiracies,  of  riots  and  vi<dences  and  all  other 
misdemeanours  in  the  commonwealth,  the  prince  putteth  his 
special  trust;  .  .  .  and  generally,  as  I  have  said,  for  the  good 
government  of  the  shire,  the  prince  putteth  his  confidence  in 
ihem.  The  ComiaonKeaUh  of  England,  ed.  15S9,  Ek.  II.  ciiap,  al. 
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(4)  Trial  by  Jury. 

, .  .  But  if  they  [sc.  a  Jury]  do,  as  I  Lave  said,  pronounce 
not  guilty  upon  the  prisoner,  asninst  whom  manifest  witness  is 
hi-ought  in,  the  prisoner  escapeth ;  but  the  twelve  [are]  not  only 
rehnked  by  the  judges,  but  also  threatened  of  punishment ;  and 
many  times  commanded  to  appear  in  the  Sfar-Charaber,  or 
before  the  Privy  Council,  for  the  matter  .  .  . 

The  Commoawealth  0/ Eiiglaud,  ed.  15S9,  Ek.  III.  clmp.  i. 

{5)  The  Gown  of  Star-Chamher. 

There  is  yet  in  England  another  Court,  of  the  which  that  I 
can  understand  there  is  not  the  like  in  any  other  country.  In 
the  term-time  . .  .  every  week  onee  at  the  least  (which  is  com- 
monly on  Fiidays  and  Wednesdays,  and  the  nest  day  after  that 
the  tei-m  doth  end)  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Lords  and 
other  of  the  Piivy  Council,  bo  many  as  will,  and  other  Lords 
and  Barons  which  be  not  of  the  Privy  Council,  and  be  in  the 
town,  and  the  judges  of  England,  specially  the  two  chief  judges, 
from  nine  of  the  clock  till  it  he  ele*en,  do  sit  in  a  place  which 
is  called  the  Star-Chamber,  either  because  it  ia  full  of  windows, 
or  because  at  the  first  all  the  roof  tbereof  was  decked  with 
images  or  stars  gilded.     There  is  plaints  heard  of  riots  ,  .  . 

And  further,  because  such  things  are  not  commonly  done  by 
the  mean  men,  but  such  as  be  of  power  and  force,  and  be  not  to 
be  dealt  withal  of  every  man,  nor  of  mean  gentlemen  r  if  the 
riot  be  found  and  certified  to  the  king's  council,  or  if  otherwise 
it  be  complained  of,  the  party  ia  sent  for,  and  he  must  appear  in 
the  Star-Chamber  .  .  . :  for  that  is  the  effect  of  the  court,  t« 
biidle  such  stout  noblemen  or  gentlemen  wliich  would  offer 
wrong  by  force  to  any  manner  men,  and  Cannot  be  coutent  to 
demand  or  defend  the  right  by  order  of  law.  THs  court  began 
long  before,  but  took  augmentation  and  authority  at  that  time 
that  Cardinal  Wolsey,  Archbishop  of  York,  was  Chancellor  of 
England,  who  of  some  was  thought  to  have  first  devised  that' 
court,  because  that  he,  after  some  inteimission  by  negligence  of 
time,  augmented  the  authoi-ity  of  it .  .  . 

The  judges  of  this  court  ai-e  the  Iioi-d  Chancellor,  the  Lord 
Treasurer,  all  the  King's  Majesty's  Council,  the  barons  of  this 
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laud  .  .  .  The  punishment  moat  usual  is  imprisonment,  pillory 
or  fine,  and  many  times  both  fijie  and  imprisoDment  .  .  . 

The  Comitttraateallh  of  Eiiglung,  fd  15S9,  Bk.  III.  cbap.  4. 


The  Star-Chamber. 

...  I  do  affirm  that  the  King  hath  a  supreme  court  of  prero- 
gative whereuato  his  subjects  ia  such  their  ueceseities  may 
provoke,  as  to  liis  own  royal  person,  and  wherein  there  ia  place 
left  for  him  to  sit ;  the  which  our  kings  in  person  have  often- 
times frequented,  and  were  assisted  with  such  men  of  nobility, 
wisdom  and  learning  as  he  shall  choose  . .  .  and  these  men  thus 
taken  for  their  counsel  and  advice  we  do  commonly  call  the 
King's  Council  .  .  .  So,  howsoever  many  courts  of  ordinary 
resort  shall  be  established  by  him,  yet  if  either  they  have  not 
authority  to  apply  remedy  for  all  wiongs  and  diseases,  or  that 
power  and  authority  wbioh  they  have  may  not  enjoy  her  free 
course  and  passage,  then  must  the  King  either  exerciee  his 
preeminent  and  royal  jurisdiction,  or  else  must  the  injuriously 
afflicted  be  deprived  of  that  help  and  remedy  which  both  the 
ordinance  of  God,  the  duty  of  a  kingly  judge,  and  the  common 
law  of  nature  and  reason  do  afford  unto  him  . . .  What  is  then 
to  be  said)  shall  the  King  and  his  Council  open  a  court  for  all 
sorts  of  pleas  that  be  determinable  by  the  coui-se  of  Common 
Law!  That  were  to  set  an  anomy  and  to  bring  disorder,  doubt 
and  uncertainty  over  all.  Shall  no  help  at  all  be  sought  for  at 
the  hands  of  the  King,  when  it  cannot  be  found  in  the  Comraon 
Law  i  that  were  to  stop  his  ears  at  the  cry  of  the  oppressed, 
and  would  draw  wrath  and  punishment  from  heaven.  Between 
these  two  extremes  .  .  .  there  lieth  a  mean  that  will  both  uphold 
the  majesty  of  the  King,  maintain  the  authority  of  the  common 
courts,  and  succour  the  distressed  client  in  his  greatest  necessity 
,  .  .  And  this  mediocrity  is  maintainable,  not  only  by  reason  of 
the  kingly  and  judicial  ofB.ce,  whereof  I  have  sometimes  spoken, 
but  also  by  the  meaning  of  many  statutes  and  by  the  continual 
practice  of  our  own  kings  ,  .  . 

There  remaineth  a  consideration  of  that  statute  made  in  the 
third  year  of  King  Henry  VII  .  . .  This  statute,  as  some  have 
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thought,  was  made  for  the  restraint  of  that  absolute  autliority 
which  beforetime  was  exercised  hy  the  Ring's  Council :  so  as 
after  tie  making  thereof  they  were  to  take  knowledge  of  these 
few  causes  only,  and  of  none  others  But  I  do  rather  espouud 
it  by  way  of  enlargement  of  their  judicial  authority ;  for,  inso- 
much as  there  is  not  in  it  any  woida  piohibitory  touchin":  the 
former  manner  of  proceeding,  and  the  scope  of  this  law  is  to 
have  those  offenders  convicfed  by  othei  means  than  by  order  of 
law  as  they  were  before,  I  gather  thereby  that  the  statute  giveth 
an  additament  of  this  sort,  viz.  that,  whereas  beforetime  the 
King  and  the  Lords  of  this  Council  did  not  admit  any  complaint 
bat'  such  only  as  carried  within  it  a  reasonable  surmise  of 
maiatenftnce  of  their  jurisdiction,  , ,  .  now  by  this  statute,  over 
and  besides  that  ancient  authority,  only  three  of  the  Council, 
viz.  the  Chancellor,  Treasuier,  and  Keeper  of  the  Privy  Seal, 
using  the  assistance  of  some  others  thereunto  appointed,  were 
enabled  to  hear  and  determine  ordinarily  of  these  eight  offences, 
and  that  without  any  manner  of  such  suggestion  or  surmise  at 
all  .  .  . 

This  is  all  that  for  this  time  and  service  I  pui'poKed  to  say 
of  this  most  noble  and  praiseworthy  court,  the  beams  of  whose 
bright  justice,  equal  in  beauty  with  Hesperus  and  Lucifer  (as 
Aristotle  said  in  like  case),  do  blaze  and  spread  themselves  as 
far  us  the  realm  is  long  and  wide,  and  by  the  influence  of  who^e 
BUpereminent  authority  all  other  courts  of  law  and  jusiice  that 
we  have  are  both  the  more  surely  supported  and  the  more 
evenly  kept  and  managed. 

LimJiarde'a  Are/ieien,  ed,  1635,  pp.  116-317'. 

5.  CeouptoN. 
De  Court  de  Starre  Chamber,  et  matters  anant  le  Co«nsell 
le  Roy. 
Le  Court  de  Starre  Chamber  est  Hanit  Court,  tenua  auant 
le  Eoy  et  son  Counsell  et  auters,  et  ceux  que  sont  sues  la,  sont 
appeles  per  sittperaa  dappeier  deuant  le  Eoy  et  son  Couusell  al 
jour  mention  in  le  brief;  a  que  jour  si  fait  defaut,  doncque  sur 

'  'fire'  in  the  oiiginaL 

*  This  work  is  said  (o  bave  been  niitteu  in  if9i. 
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Berement  pria  que  la  partie  fuit  seniie  oue  [avec]  le  mihpena, 
isserft  attachement ;  sur  que,  si  soit  pris  et  appere,  aerra  commis 
al  fleete  per  diEcretion  del  Couvt,  et  si  nest  pris  sur  lattache- 
raent,  ue  luy  render,  doncque  iasei'a  proclamation  de  rebellion, 
oue  commandeiaeiit  de  luy  preuder,  a  aver  son  corps  auanb  le 
Koy  et  son  Counsell  al  jour  mis  in  le  brief  .  .  . 

Koigne  mesme  est  per  ioteDdmeBt  touta  foits  present  icy  in 
person,  car  le  suhjmTia  que  issuit  pur  gamer  ascuu  dapperer  in 
oest  Court  est  coram  noMs  et  eonsilio  noitro,  et  comment  que  la 
Eoigne  ne  vient  la,  uncore  entant  que  sa  Counsell  est  la,  est 
intend  que  Eoigne  mesme  est  la,  et  ceo  que  sa  Counsell  fait  icy 
est  aiudge  in  ley  come  feazans  la  Koigne  mesme,  car  ils  parle 
oue  w,  bouche  et  sont  incorporate  a  luy, 

Croni^lon,  Courts  de  la  Iloiffne  (ed.  1594),  pp.  29,  35. 


Vin.—ECCLESIASTICAL  DOCUMENT: 

AND  EXTRACTS. 

I.  DOCUUEBTS,  &c. 

1.  The  Queen's  Proelamation,  1558. 

By  the  Queea. 

The  Queen's  Majesty,  understanding  that  there  he  eeriaia 

persona,  having  in  times  past  the  office  of  ministry  in  the 

church,  which  now  do  purpose  to  use  their  former  office  in 

preaching  and  ministry  and  partly  have  attempted  the  same, 

. ,  .  hath  therefore,  accoriUng  to  the  authority  committed  to 

her  Highness/^ for  the  quiet  governance  of  all  manner  of  her 

subjectSjJ  thought  it  necessary  to  charge  and  command  ...  all  , 

manncp^f  her  subjects,  aa  well  those  that  be  called  to  ministry 

in  the  church  aa  all  others,  that  they  do  furbear  to  preach  or 

teaeli  or  to  give  audience  to  any  manner  of  doctrine  or  preaching 

other  than  to  the  Gospels  and  Epistles,  commonly  called  the 

Gospel  and  Epistle  of  the  clay,  and  to  the  Ten  Commandmenta  in 

the  vulgar  tongue,  without  exposition  or  addition  of  any  manner 

sense  or  meaning  to  be  applied  or  added ;  or  to  nse  any  other 

manner  of  public  prayer,  rite  or  ceremony  in  the  church,  but 
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that  whicii  is  already  used  and  by  law  received,  aa  the  Common 
Litftny  used  at  this  present  in  Ijer  Majesty's  own  chapel,  and 
the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  the  Creed  in  English;  until  con  suit  ai  ion 
may  be  had  by  parliament,  by  her  Majesty  and  lier  three 
esrtat-es  of  this  realm,  for  the  hett*r  conciiiation  and  accord"  of 
Euch  causes  as  at  this  piesent  are  moved  in  matters  and  cere- 
monies of  religion.  The  true  advancement  whereof,  to  the  due 
honour  of  Almighty  God,  the  increase  of  virtue  and  godliness, 
with  univeisal  charity  and  concord  amongst  her  people,  her 
Majesty  most  deaireth  and  meaneth  effectually,  by  ail  manner 
of  means  possible,  to  procure  and  to  restore  to  this  her  realni 
, .  .  GiTen  at  her  Higlmess'  palace  at  Westminster,  the  2  7tli  day 
of  December,  the  first  year  of  her  Majesty's  reign, 

God  save  the  Queen. 

Slrypt't  Annali,  IL  p.  391, 

2.  The  Queen s  Tnjvnctiotia,  igS9' 

Injunctions  given  by  the  Queen's  Majesty,  as  well  to  the  clergy 

as  to  tiie  laity  of  this  realm. 

The  Queen's  most  royal  Majesty,  by  the  advice  of  her  most 
honourable  council,  intending  the  advancement  of  the  true 
honour  of  Almighty  God,  ,  .  .  doth  minister  unto  her  loving 
subjects  these  godly  injunctions  hereafter  following  . . . 

1.  The  first  is.  That  all  deans  .  .  .  and  all  other  ecclesiastical 
persons  shall  faithfully  keep  and  observe,  and,  as  far  as  in  them 
may  lie,  shall  cause  to  be  observed  and  kept  of  other,  all  and 
singular  laws  and  statutes  made  for  the  restoring  to  the  crown 
the  ancient  jurisdiction  over  the  state  ecclesi«stica],and  abolishing 
of  all  foreign  power  repugnant  to  the  same.  And  furthermore, 
all  ecclesiastical  persons  having  cure  of  souls  shall .  . .  declare 
.  .  .  four  times  in  the  year  at  least,  in  their  sermons  and  other 
collations,  that  all  usurped  and  foreign  power,  having  no 
establishment  by  the  law  of  God,  is  for  most  just  causes  taken 
away  and  abolished  .  .  .  and  that  the  Queen's  power  vrithin  her 
realms  and  dm  th    1     h    t  p  w  I      God  to  whom 

all  men  wttl        tl  Im     a  d  d  m  by  God's  law 

owe  most  loy  It        d    bed 

IT.  Eesid  th  t  th  t  t  th  t  all  p  t  t  on  and 
hypocrisy  cr  pt     t    di         m  n    h      t    m  j    an  b  away,  they 
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shall  not  set  forth  or  extol  the  dignity  of  any  images,  relics  or 

III.  Item,  That  they,  the  parsons  above  rehearfed,  shail 
preach  in  their  churches  and  eveiy  other  cure  they  have  one 
Bermon  every  month  of  the  year  at  least,  wherein  they  shall 
purely  and  sincerely  declare  the  word  of  God,  . .  .  and  that  the 
works  iJevised  by  man's  fantasies,  besides  Scripture,  as  wandering 
of  pilgrimages,  setting  up  of  candles,  piaying  upon  beads,  or 
such  like  superstition,  have  not  only  no  promise  of  reward  in 
Scripture,  hut  contrariwise  great  threaten ings  and  maledictions 
of  God  .  . . 

V.  Item,  That  every  holy-day  tlirough  the  year,  when  they 
have  no  sermon,  they  shall  imiriediately  after  tte  gospel  .  .  . 
recite  to  their  parishioners  in  the  pulpit  the  Paternoster,  the 
Creed,  and  tie  Ten  Commandments  in  English  .  . . 

YI.  Also,  That  they  shall  provide  witliin  three  months  next 
after  this  visitation,  at  the  charges  of  the  parish,  one  book  of 
the  whole  Bible  of  the  largest  volume  in  English ;  and  within 
one  twelve  months  next  after  the  said  visitation,  the  Paraphrases 
of  Erasmus  also  in  English  upon  the  Gospels,  and  the  same  set 
up  in  some  convenient  place  within  the  said  church  that  they 
have  care  of,  whereas  the  paiishioners  may  most  commodiously 
resort  unto  the  same  and  read  the  same,  out  of  the  time  of 
common  service  .  .  . 

Vlir.  Also,  That  they  shall  admit  no  man  to  preach  within 
any  their  cures,  but  such  as  shall  a|>pear  unto  them  sufficiently 
licensed  thereunto  by  the  Queen's  Majesty,  or  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  or  the  Archbishop  of  York,  in  either  their  provinces 
or  the  biahop  of  the   diocese    or  by  the    1 

IX    Al  o    if  they  know  any   m 
el  ewhere  that  is  a  1  tt        f  the 
Engl  sh  or  a  faut         f  any  u 

they  shall  detect  and  p         t  th 


r  to  her  Comici! 
peace  next  adjoining 

\    Al  0  That  the  pa 
of  every  parish  with  n  th 
chapels  keep  one  book    f 


th 


n  mthm   the  r  (.itish  or 

d  of  God  to  be  lead  in 

rpe  1  or  foreign  power 

ae  to  the  Q  epn  a  Majest} 

n    J    01  to  tl  e  justice  of  the 

o  curate  and  pirishioners 
hall  in  their  churches  and 
ulerem  they  shall  write  the 
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d«iy  and  year  of  every  wedding,  christening'  and  burial  made 
withiri  their  parish,  .  .  .  and  also  tliereiii  shall  write  every 
person's  name  tha,t  sliall  be  so  wedded,  christened  and  buried  . . . 

XI,  Furthermore,  because  the  goods  of  the  church  are  called 
the  goods  of  the  poor,  ...  all  parsons  .  .  .  and  other  beneficed 
men  .  .  .  not  being  resident  upon  their  benefices,  Thich  may 
dispecd  yearly  twenty  pounds  or  above,  .  .  ,  sliall  distribute 
hereafter  among  their  poor  parishioners  or  other  inhabitants 
there  ...  the  fortieth  part  of  the  fruits  and  revenues  of  the 
said  benefice  .  , . 

XII.  And,  to  the  intent  that  learned  men  may  hereafter 
spring  the  more,  .  ,  .  every  parson  ...  or  beneficed  man  .  .  ., 
having  yearly  to  diepend  in  benefices  and  other  promotions  of 
tiie  cliurch  an  hundred  pounds,  shall  give  ^3  6«.  Zi.  in  esbi- 
hition  to  one  scholar  in  either  of  the  Universities ;  and  for  as 
many  hundred  pounds  more  as  he  may  dispend,  to  so  many 
scholars  more  shall  give  like  exhibition  . . , 

XVni.  Also,  to  avoid  all  contention  and  strife  ...  by  reason 
f  f     1        rt«  y      d    i)  11    g"  g     f  pi  '     th    p 

d    1     th  t  th  y  m  y  th  q      tly  h       th  t  wl    h       aid 

gitl         df     gtlyhU      tfmh        fib  y 

p       hlihtytm  yj  botthhh 

h      hy    d 
XX    It       All  tl     Q  i    tlf  1      d  ]  1 1    t     1    11 

frah         ilhllt         dlipthirhlydj  d        t 

C  d     1  Ij       11      d  pi  th  t  h       n„  th  d    f 

GJ        d      dt      ht        \        t        dpilpy       [&] 
\  t      t     tl  t     d  Up  h  !1  te    h      d  d    I 

t     th        p        hi  th  t  th  y  TO  y  w  th  f         d  q      t 

fte    th  m      p    J       in  tl     t  f  h         t 

lb  p      th    h  ly       d  f   t      i  d  3  d  tl    t  th 

wl    h  God  h  th       t 

XXIII    Al       Tl   t  tl   y  [p  &.  ]    h  11  t  1  y 

ddt         II   h  ptS         dlltlmmt 

ffgdm       1      pi      mg        dlty       1      1      tt 
th  t  th  m  m    y     f  tl         m  w  11     gla 

w    d  w  1      h  tl      th        hur  h         d  h 

X\IV  Adthtthhhd  in        ylh 

h  1)  1        d  m  ]j       11         t  p  ]p  t 
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XXV.  Also,  they  shall  provide  ...  a  strong  chest,  . .  .  having 
three  keya,  whereof  one  shall  remaia  in  the  custody  of  the 
parson  .  ,  .  and  the  other  two  in  the  custody  of  (he  church- 
wardens or  any  other  two  honest  men  to  be  appointed  by  the 
parish  from  year  to  year ;  which  chest  they  shall  set  and  fasten 
in  a  most  convenient  place,  to  the  intent  the  parisliionera 

h  uld  put  nto  it  their  oblations  and  alms  for  their  poor  neigb- 
b  Ad  tliB  parson  .  . .  shall  diligently  from  time  to  time, 

and  p  lly  when  men  make  their  testaments,  call  upon  .  .  . 
tl        n     bbours  to  give,  as  they  may  well  spare,  to  the  saiiJ 

h  t  The  which  alms  .  .  .  the  keepers  of  the  keys  shall  at 
all  t  m  nvenient .  . .  distribute  in  the  piesence  of  the  whole 
parisli  or  six  of  them,  to  he  truly  and  faithfully  delivered  unto 
their  most  needy  Eeighbours ;  and,  if  they  be  provided  foi",  then 
to  the  reparation  of  highways  next  adjoining,  or  to  the  poor 
people  of  such  parishes  near,  as  shall  be  thought  best  to  the 
Baid  keepers  of  the  keys  .  . . 

XXVI.  Also,  to  avoid  the  detestable  sin  of  slniony  .  . .,  all 
anoh  persons  as  buy  any  benefices  .  .  .  shall  be  deprived  of  such 
benefices,  and  be  made  unable  at  any  time  after  to  receive  any 
other  spiritual  promotion  . . . 

XXVII.  Also,  because  through  lack  of  preachers  in  many 
places  . . .  the  people  continue  in  ignorance  and  blindness,  all 
parsons  .  . .  shall  read  in  their  churches  every  Sunday  one  of 
the  homilies  set  foi*th  ...  by  the  Queen's  authority  .  . . 

XXIX.  Item,  Although  there  be  no  prohibition  by  the  word 
of  God,  nor  any  example  of  the  i)rimitiYe  church,  but  that  the 
priests  and  ministers  of  the  church  may  lawfully,  for  the 
avoiding  of  fornication,  have  an  honest  and  sober  wii'e,  and  that 
for  the  same  purpose  the  same  was  by  Act  of  Parhament  in  the 
time  of  our  dear  brother  King  Edward  the  Sixth  made  lawful, 
whereupon  a  great  number  of  the  clergy  of  this  realm  were  then 
married,  and  so  continue  ;  yet  because  there  hath  grown  offence 
...  it  is  thought  therefore  very  necessary  that  no  manner  of 
priest  or  deacon  shall  hereafter  take  to  his  wife  any  manner  of 
woman  without  the  advice  and  allowance  first  had  upon  good 
examination  by  the  bishop  of  the  same  diocese  and  two  justices 
of  the  peace  of  the  same  shire,  .  .  .  nor  without  the  good  will  of 
the  parents  of  the  said  woman,  if  she  have  any  Jiving,  or  two  of 
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the  next  of  her  kinsfolks,  or,  for  lack  of  knowledge  of  euch,  of 
her  master  or  mislreea  where  she  serveth  .  ,  .  And  for  the 
manner  of  marriages  of  any  bishops,  the  fame  shall  be  allowed 
and  approved  by  the  metropolitan  of  the  province,  and  also  by 
such  coraniisEioners,  as  the  Queen's  Majesty  thereunto  shall 
appoint.  And  if  any  niast«r  or  dean  or  any  head  of  any 
college  shall  purpose  to  marry,  the  same  shall  not  lie  allowed 
but  by  such  to  whom  tie  visitation  of  the  same  doth  properly 
belong  ... 

XSX.  Item,  her  Ifajesty  being  desirous  to  have  the  prelacy 
and  clergy  of  this  i-ealm  to  he  had  as  well  in  outward  reverence, 
as  otherwise  regarded  for  the  worthiness  of  their  ministries  .  . . 
wiileth  and  comnmndeth  that  all  archbishops  and  bishops,  and 
all  that  may  be  called  or  admitted  to  preaching  or  ministry  of 
the  sacraments,  or  that  be  admitted  into  vocation  ecclesiaEtical 
or  into  any  society  of  learning  in  either  of  the  universities  or 
elsewhere,  shall  use  and  wear  such  seemly  habits,  garments,  and 
Ruch  sqnare  caps,  as  Trere  most  commonly  and  orderly  received 
in  the  latter  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Edward  the  Sixth;  . .  ., 

SLIII.  Item,  Forasmuch  as  in  these  latter  days  many  have 
been  made  priests  being  children  and  otherwise  utterly  unlearned, 
so  that  they  could  read  to  eay  matins  or  mass,  the  ordinaries 
shall  not  admit  any  such  to  any  cure  or  spmtual  function. 

XLIV.  Item,  every  parson,  vicar  and  curate  shall  upon 
every  holy-day,  and  every  second  Sunday  in  the  year,  hear  and 
instruct  all  the  youth  of  the  parish  ...  in  the  Ten  Command- 
ments, the  Articies  of  the  Bi'lief,  and  in  the  Lord's  Prayer,  and 
diligently  examine  them,  and  teach  the  Catechism  set  forth  in 
the  book  of  public  prayer. 

LI.  Item,  Beeaufe  there  is  a  great  abuse  in  the  printers  of 
books  ,  ,  .  the  Queen's  Majesty  straitly  ciiargeth  and  eom- 
mandeth  that  no  manner  of  person  shall  print  any  manner  of 
book  or  paper  .  .  .  except  the  same  be  first  licensed  by  her 
Majesty  by  esprees  words  in  writing,  or  by  six  of  her  Privy 
Council;  or  be  perused  and  licensed  by  the  Archbishops  of 
Canterbury  and  York,  the  Bifihop  of  London,  the  Cliancellors  of 
both  Universities,  the  bishop  being  oidinary  and  the  arch- 
deacon also  of  the  place  where  any  such  shall  be  printed,  or  by 
two  of  them,  whereof  the  ordinary  of  the  place  to  be  always 
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one  .  .  ,  And  because  many  pamphlets,  plays  and  ballads  be 
oftentimes  printed  .  .  .  her  Majesty  likewise  commaiideth  that 
no  manner  of  person  shall  enterprise  to  print  any  such,  except 
the  same  be  to  him  licensed  by  such  ber  JJajesty's  commissioners, 
or  threa  of  them,  as  be  appointed  in  the  city  of  London  to 
hear  and  determine  divers  causes  ecclesiastical,  tendin"  to  the 
execution  of  certain  statutes  made  last  parliament  for  uniformity 
of  order  in  religion  .  ,  .  And  touching  all  other  books  of  matters 
of  religion  or  policy  or  governance,  .  .  .  her  Majesty  rcferreth 
the  prohibition  or  remission  thereof  to  the  order  which  her  said 
commissioners  within  the  city  of  London  shall  take  and  notify 
. .  .  Provided  that  these  orders  do  not  extend  to  any  profane 
authors  and  works  in  any  language,  that  have  been  heretofore 
commonly  received  or  allowed  in  any  of  the  TJniTersilies  and 
schools,  but  tlie  same  may  be  printed  and  used  as  by  good 
order  they  were  accustomed. 

An  admonition  to  simple  men,  deeeived  hy  malicious. 
The  Queen's  Majesty  being  informed  that  .  .  .  sundry  of  her 
native  subjects,  being  called  to  ecclesiastical  ministry  of  the 
church,  be  .  .  .  induced  to  find  some  scruple  in  the  form  of  an 
oath,  which  by  an  Act '  of  the  last  Parbament  is  prescribed  to 
bo  required  of  divers  persons  for  the  recognition  of  their 
allegianc*  to  her  Majesty, .  .  .  forbiddeth  all  maimer  her  subjects 
to  give  ear  or  credit  to  such  .  .  .  persona  which  , ,  .  labour  to 
notify  to  her  loving  subjects  how  by  words  of  the  said  oath  it 
may  be  collected  that  the  Kings  or  Queens  of  this  realm  .  .  . 
may  challenge  autiority  and  power  of  ministry  of  divine  service 
in  the  church  . .  .  For  certainly  her  Majesty  neither  doth  nor 
ever  will  challenge  any  authority  than  that  was  challenged  and 
lately  used  by  the  noble  kings  of  famous  memory,  King  Henry 
the  Eighth  and  King  Edward  the  Sixth,  which  is  and  was  of 
ancient  time  due  to  the  imperial  crown  of  this  realm,  that  is, 
under  Grod  to  have  the  sovereignty  and  rule  over  all  manner  of 
persoaa  born  within  these  her  realms,  .  .  .  so  as  no  other  foreign 
power  shall  or  ought  to  have  any  superiority  over  them  .  . , 

'  I  Eliz.  1.  I  9. 
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For  tables  in  Vie  church. 

Whereas  her  Majesty  underBtandeth  that  in  many  parts  of 
the  realm  the  altars  of  the  churches  be  removed,  and  tables 
placed  for  the  administration  of  the  Holy  Sacrament,  according 
to  tlie  form  of  the  law  therefore  provided,  and  in  some  other  places 
the  altars  be  not  yet  removed ;  ...  in  the  order  whereof,  saving 
for  an  uniformity,  there  seemeth  no  matter  of  great  moment,  so 
that  the  sacrament  be  duly  and  reverently  ministered;  yet  for 
observation  of  one  uniformity  through  the  whole  realm  ...  it  is 
ordered  .  ,  .  that  the  holy  table  in  every  church  be  decently 
made,  and  set  in  the  place  where  the  altar  stood,  .  .  ,  and  so  to 
stand,  saving  when  the  communion  of  the  Eacrament  is  to  be 
distributed ;  at  which  time  the  same  shall  be  so  placed  within 
the  chancel,  as  whereby  the  minister  may  he  more  conveniently 
heard  .  .  .  and  the  communicants  also  more  conveniently  and  in 
more  number  communicate  with  the  said  minister.  And  aft«r 
the  commnnion  done,  from  time  to  time  the  same  holy  tabic  to 
be  placed  where  it  stood  before. 

Item,  ...  It  is  ordered  .  .  .  that  the  sacramental  bread  he 
made  plain,  without  any  figure  thereupon,  of  the  same  fineness 
and  fashion  round,  though  somewhat  bigger  in  compass  and 
thickness,  as  the  usual  bread  and  water  heretofore  named  singing 
cakes,  which  served  for  the  use  of  the  private  mass. 

The  form  of  bidding  the  prayers  to  be  used  generally  in  this 
imiform  sort ;  Te  shall  pray  [&c.]  .  . . 

SparTom's  Articles,  p.  65. 


s  to  Convocation,  1563. 
Elizabetha,  Dei  gratia  f&c],  reverendissimo  in  Christo  Patri 
Matthaeo  eadem  gratia  Cantuariensi  Archiepiscopo,  totius 
Angliae  Frimati  et  Metropolitano,  salutem.  Quibusdam  arduis 
ct  urgentibus  negotiis  nos,  secuiitatem  et  defensionem  Ecclesiae 
Anglicanae  ac  pacem  et  tranquiliitatem,  bomim  publicum  et 
defensionem  I'egni  nostri  et  subditorurtt  nostrorum  ejusdem 
concernentibus,  vobis  in  fide  et  dilectione  quibus  nobis  tene- 
mini  rogando  mandamus,  quatenus,  praemissis  debito  intuitu 
iittentis  et  ponderatis,  univeisos  et  singulos  episcopos  vestrae 
jirovinciae  ac  decanos  ecclesiarum  cathedraliam,  necnon  arcbi- 
diaconos,    capitula    et    collegia    totumque    clerum    cujuslibet 
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dioceseoa  ejusdem  proTinciae  ad  comparendum  coram  vobis 
in  ecclesia  catheifi'ali  S.  Pauli  Lond.,  duodecimo  dia  Januarii 
ex  futuro,  debito  more  convocari  faciatis,  ad  tractandum 
coDsentiendum  et  concludendum  super  pra«iiiissis  et  aliis  quae 
Bibi  clarins  esponentur  tunc  ibidem  ei  parte  nostra.  Et  hoe, 
Eicut  uos  et  statum  regni  uostri  et  honorem  et  atilitatem 
ecclesiae  praedictae  diligitJs,  nullatenus  omittafis.  Teste  me- 
ipsa,  apud  Westmon.  sd.  die  Noyemb.  anno  regni  noatii  quarto. 
Sht/pe,  Parker,  1,  p.  136. 

4.  Convocation  of  1^6^:  P-urUan  demands. 

I.  'That  all  the  Simdjiys  in  the  year,  and  principal  feasts  of 
Christ  be  kept  boljdays,  and  all  otlier  holy  days  to  be  abrogated. 

II.  That  in  all  paiish  churches  the  minister  in  common 
])rayer  turn  his  face  toward  the  people,  and  there  distinctly 
read  the  divine  Eervice  appointed,  where  all  the  people  assembled 
may  hear  and  be  edified. 

III.  That  in  ministering  the  sacranient  of  baptism  the  cere- 
mony of  making  the  cross  in  tlie  child's  foiehead  may  be 
omitted,  as  tending  to  superstition. 

IV.  That,  forasmuch  as  divers  communicants  ai-e  not  able  to 
kneel  during  the  time  of  the  commuaioa  for  age,  sickness  and 
sundry  other  infirmities,  and  some  also  super slitiously  both 
kneel  and  knock,  that  order  of  kneeling'  to  be  left  to  the 
discretion  of  the  ordinary  within  his  jurisdiction, 

V.  That  it  be  sufficient  for  the  minister,  in  time  of  saying 
divine  service  and  ministering  the  sacraments,  to  use  a  surplice, 
and  that  no  minister  say  service  or  minister  the  sacraments  but 
in  a  comely  garment  or  habit. 

YL  Tiiat  tile  use  of  organs  be  removed. 

Strype,  Arfnah,  I,  p.  502. 
5.  The  Adverlisements,  1566. 
Advertisements'  partly  for  doe  order  in  the  public  adminis- 
tration of  common  prayer  and  using  the  holy  sacraments,  and 

■  '  These  articles  were  brouglit  info  tlie  Lower  House  of  Convocation, 
Feb.  13.  1563,  and  rejected  bj  n  majority  of  one  vote  (58  for,  59  agiiinat). 
A  previoUB  petition,  signed  bj  thirty-three  memberB  of  the  Lower  House, 
had  demanded  among  otber  things,  the  total  abolition  of  surplieea  and 
square  caps  (Strype,  Aanots,  I.  pp.  500-505). 

'  An  earlier  draft  of  these  advertisements,  differing  in  some  particulars, 
is  printed  in  Sttffpt,  Farker,  III.  p.  84. 
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partly  for  tUe  apparel  of  all  persons  ecclesiastical,  by  virtue  of 
the  Queen's  Majesty's  letters  commanding  the  same  the  Z5th 
d  y  f  J  y  ■    tl  th  J         f  th       "g      f  \ 

1  dy  El     b  tb  [&   ] 

TI      Q  V  3    t>      f  I       g  dly        1      11        t  m 

b  hw  jtttbd  mtf  God       1    y 

d  t    th       t  bh  hm     t    f  Chr  t     p  1  f       11  h 

1  Ij    t         r        Uy  tl  t  1      aaf      1     t      b     li     t 

Igtl       a         pit       tyfdt  dtl  j        1 

n    un  r    m  ly    f     t  I  m  h  tb  by  h      1  tt  ra 

d       ted      totbAbbbpfC     tbj         t     tlybgd 

tb  fc        tl  t  d        f  b  d  w  tl      tb      b  1   p 

in  ly        b       b  m  f  1         t      1       m 

d  rs         ht  b     t  k      wb     by    11  d  t  d  t 

m         tb  m    f  tb      1     c^       d  tl     p     pi  m  gbt  b        1    -m    1 

.  .  .  Whereupon  -  .  .  by  consent  of  tbe  persons  before  said,  these 
orders  and  rules  ensuing  have  been  thought  meet  and  convenient 
to  be  used  and  followed ;  not  yet  prescribing  these  rules  as  laws 

\vs.'  lent  w'tb  the  eternal  word  of  God  and  as  of  nece  s'ty  to 
b  d  tbe  con  c  ences  of  her  subje  ts  n  the  nature  of  them 
con  le  ed  n  themselves  or  ai  tb  hould  add  any  effi  aoy  or 
m  re  h  1  e  s  to  the  v  rt  e  of  puhl  c  p  aver  and  to  tl  e  sac  a 
ents  but  as  t  mjor  1  order    meie  eccle  la  t  cal    v  tbout  any 

am   s  pe    1 1  on     and   as   r  les     u    some   pa  t   of   d  sc  pi  ne 

oncem    g  decency  d  st  net  on  and  order  foi  tbe  t  me 

I  Art  cles  Jor  doci  ne  and  preach  ng 
(i)  Fr  t  That  all  thev  wl  cl  I  all  be  adn  ttel  to  preach 
shall  be  d  1  ently  ex*ra  ned  for  the  r  conf  m  tv  n  ii  tj  f 
loctr  ne  establ  abed  Ij  jubl  autho  ty  and  dmonsbed  to 
use  sohnety  and  d  sc  et  on  n  tea  1  g  tbe  people  name  v  in 
natters  of  contiove  sy 

(4)  Item  That  all  1  een  es  for  preach  ng  gnnted  out  by  tl  e 
ar  I }    1  ops  an  1  b  ho]  s  w  th  n  tbe   prov  n  e  of  Cante  h  r 
bearing  date  before  i  March,  1564,  be  void  and  of  none  eftect; 

'  See  the  letter  allnded  to  in  Parfcer  Corretpoii'leace,  p.  313. 

'  Cf.  Strype,  Porter,  I.  pp.  313,  430;  teit  in  HI,  p.  84- 

'  This  is  preceded  in  Strype'a  draft  by  three  sections  declaring  the 

validity  of  the  thirty-nine  arlieles  and  enacting  tliat  all  clergymen  shall 

deolore  their  adtasion  to  them. 


yGoosle 


1564.]  Parket's  Advertisements.  193 

and  nevertheless  all  such  as  shall  be  tliouglit  meet  for  the  office 
to  be  admitted  again  without  difficulty  or  charge  .  .  . 

II.  Articles  for  adminislradon  of  prayers  and  sacraments. 

(a)  Item,  That  no  parson  or  curate,  not  admitted  by  the 
bishop  of  the  diocese  to  preach,  do  expound  in  his  own  cure  or 
otherwhere  any  sciipture  or  matter  of  doctrine,  .  ..  but  only 
study  to  read  gravely  and  aptly,  without  any  glosing  of  the 
same  or  any  additions,  the  homdies  already  set  out,  or  othei 
such  necessary  doctrine  as  is  or  shall  he  prescribed  for  the 
quiet  instruction  and  edification  of  the  people. 

(4)  In  the  ministration  of  the  Holy  Commnnion  in  cathedral 
and  collegiate  churches  the  principal  minister  shall  use  a  cope, 
with  gospeller  and  epistoler  agreeably,  and  at  all  other  prayers 
to  be  said  at  the  communion  table  to  use  no  copes  but  surplices. 

(5)  That  the  dean  and  preliendaries  wear  a.  surplice  with 
a  bilk  hood  in  the  quire  .  .  . 

(6)  Item,  That  everj  minister  saying  any  public  prayers  or 
ministering  the  sacraments  or  other  rites  of  the  church  shall 
wear  a  comely  surplice  with  sleeves,  to  be  provided  at  the 
charges  of  the  pariah ;  and  that  the  parish  provide  a  decent 
table  standing  oa  a  frame  for  the  communion  table. 

(8)  That  all  communicants  do  receive  kneeling  .  . . 

m,  Articlrs  for  certain  orders  in  ecclesiastical  policy. 
(i)  First,  Against  the  day  of  giving  orders  appointed,  the 
bifhup  shall  . ,  .  give  notice  that  none  shall  sue  for  orders  but 
within  their  own  diocese  where  they  were  born  or  had  their 
long  time  of  dwelling,  except  such  as  shall  be  of  degree  in  the 
Universities. 

(3)  Item,  That  no  curate  or  minister  he  permitted  to  sei-ve 
without  examination  and  admission  of  the  oi-dinary  or  his 
deputy  .  .  ,  and  that  the  said  ministers,  if  they  remove  from 
one  diocese  to  another,  be  by  no  means  admitted  to  serve 
without  testimony  of  the  diocesan  from  whence  they  come,  in 
writing,  of  their  honesty  and  ability. 

IV.  Articles  for  outn-ard  ajipnre!  of  persons  ecchsiastieaj. 

(4)  Item,  That ...  all  ecclesiastical  persons  or  other  having 
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any  ecclesiastical  living  do  wear  the  cap  appointed  by  the 
injunetioiia  .  .  . 

T.  pTotestaiicais  to  he  made  .  .  ,  and suhser'ibed  by  tJietn  that  shall 
hereafter  he  admitted  to  any  ojiee  .  .  .  ecclesiastical. 

(i)  Imprimis,  I  shall  not  prtach  or  publicly  interpret,  but 
only  read  that  which  is  appointed  by  public  authonty,  without 
special  licenee  of  the  bishop  uader  hia  seal .  .  . 

(4)  I  shall  use  sobiiety  in  apparel,  and  specially  in  chnrcli 
at  common  prayers,  according  to  order  appointed  . . . 

{7)  I  do  also  faithfully  promise  ...  to  observe  . .  .  such  order 
and  uniformity  ia  all  external  policy,  rites,  and  ceremonies  of 
(he  church,  as  by  the  laws,  good  usages  and  orders  are  ah'eady 
well  pruvided  and  establialied  . ,  . 

Agreed  upon  and  subscribed  by 

Matthaeus  Cantdariebsis\    „         .    . 

T,  T  I    Commissioners 

ItlCHABDUS   EUEKSIS  I      T.i     1     ■     .-      1 

ir  -r,  I    xlcclesiastical 

Ebmokdus  Eopfbnsis  J 

BOBEBXUS    WlNTONIBNSIS 
MlCHOl-AUS   LiKCOLNlENSia 

with  others'. 

'»  Articles,  pp.  liO-liS. 


6.  Beginnings  of  PuTitanism,  ig68, 

Dum  Thomas  HardJngus,  Nicholaus  Sanderus,  et  T.  P. 
theologi  es  Anglia  profugi  strenue  exercerent  episcopalem 
potestatem  a  Pontifice  Eomano  nuper  acceptam,  absolifendi  in 
foro  conscientiae  omnes  Anglos  qui  ad  ecclesiae  gremium  rever- 
tebantur  et  dispensandi  etiam  in  causa  irregularitatis,  exceptis 
ei  homlcidio  voluntario  prove niecti bus  seu  deductia  in  forum 
contentiosum,  etiam  ah  irregularitate  ratlone  haeresis,  dummodo 
absolvendi  abslineant  per  triennium  a  ministerio  altaris  :  ex 
altera  part*  Colmanus,  Buttouns,  Hallingbamus,  Bensonus  et 
alii,  qui  sinceriorera  religionem  ardenti  cum  zelo  professi  nihil  nisi 
quod  e  sacrarum  literarum  tbntibus  haustum  proharunt,  sive  ex 
punoris  disciplina*  novitatis  aut  dissensiosis  studio,  receptam 

a  Toralinson,  The 
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Ecelesiae  Anglicanae  discipliDain,  liturgiam,  epiacoporum 
YOCationeiii  in  quaestionem  palam  vocariint,  imo  daninarunt,  ut 
quae  Bornaiiam  religionem  plus  nimio  sapiant,  quacum  aliqtiid 
habere  cummune  impiura  esse  declamitarunt ;  omnia  veraantes, 
ut  ad  Geoeveiisia  Ecclesiae  amussim  singula  in  Anglica  Ecclesia 
j-eformarentur.  Uos  quauquam  IJegiua  in  cast^diam  dari  iuE- 
Berit,  incredibile  tamen  est,  quantum  consectaii  i,  qui  invidioso 
Puritanorum  nomine  statim  innotescere  coepenint,  obstinata 
quadam  pervicacia,  episcoporum  vecordia,  et  occulto  quorundam 
nobilium  ecclesiao  opibua  inhiantium  favore,  ulique  succre- 
yennt.  Camden,  Aimales,  p.  132 ;  s.  a.  i  j6S. 

r.  BuU  of  Excommunication,  1570. 

Pius  epiEcopua,  servus  eervorum  Dei,  ad  perpetuam  rei 
memoriam. 

Eeguans  in  excelsia,  cui  data  est  omnia  in  caelo  et  in  tei'ra 
potestaa,  unam  eanctam  Catholicam  et  Apostolicam  Eccleaiam, 
extra  quam  nulla  eat  salus,  uui  soli  in  terris,  videlicet  aposto- 
lorum  pri.nci|>i  Petro,  Petrique  successovi  Romano  Pontifici  in 
potestatis  plenitudine  trartidifc  gubernandam.  .  .  .  Quo  quidem 
in  muztere  obeundo  . . .  nullum  laborera  intermittimus .  , .  ut  ipsa 
unitas  et  Catholica  religio  .  .  .  Integra  conservetur.  Sed  im- 
piorura  numerus  tantum  potentia  invaluit,  ut  nullus  jam  in 
oibe  locus  sit  relictus,  quern  illi  pesaimis  doctrinis  corrumpere 
non  tentarint,  adnitente  inter  caeteroa  flagitiorum  serva  Eliza- 
beth, praeteusa  Angliae  regina,  ad  quam  veluti  ad  asylum 
omnium  infestissimi  profugium  invenerunt.  Haeo  eadem,  regno 
occupato,  supremi  eeolesia*  capitis  locum  in  omni  Anglia 
ejusque  praeoqiuam  auctontatem  atque  juiisdictionem  mon- 
struose  sibi  usurpan=,  legnum  ipsum,  jam  turn  ad  fidem  catho- 
licam et  bonam  trugem  leductum,  rursua  in  miaerum  exitiuni 
revocavit  Usu  namque  veiae  religionis,  quam  ab  illiua  desert- 
ore  Hennco  Octavo  ohm  eversam  clarae  memoriae  Maria,  regina 
legitim'i,  huiu"!  sedia  praesi  lio  reparaverat,  potenti  nianu  inhi- 
bito,  secutisque  et  aroplesis  haereticorum  en'oribus,  regium 
consihum  ex  Anglica  nobilitate  confectum  diremit,  iiiudque 
ohBouna  hommiliuB  haerefcicis  cumplevit,  Catholicae  tidei  cultores 
oppretBit,  impiobos  concionatores  atque  impietatuin  administroe 
reposuit,  deque  eeclesiae  cauais  decernere  ausa,  praelatis, 
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clero  et  populo  ne  Eomanam  Ecclesiam  agnoEceient ,  .  .  iater- 
dixit,  plerosc[ue  .  .  .  Eomani  Poatiiicia  auctoritatem  atque 
obedientiam  abjurare  8ec[iie  solam  in  temporalibus  et  spirituali- 
bus  dominam  agnoscere  jurejuraiido  coegit.  .  .  .  I]lius  itaque 
auctoritafe  suffulti,  qui  Nos  in  hoc  aupremo  justitiae  throno, 
licet  tanto  operi  impares,  voluit  collocaie,  dc  apostoUcae  potea- 
tatis  plenitudine  declaramus  praedictam  Elizabeth,  haereticaoi 
et  haereticorum  fautricem,  eique  adhaereiilcB  in  praedictis 
anathematia  sententiam  incumsse,  esseque  a  Chriati  cjorporia 
unitate  praecisos ;  quin  etiam  ipsam  praetenso  regni  praedictl 
jure,  necnon  omni  et  quocuuque  dominio,  dignitate  privilegio- 
que  privatum;  et  item  proceres,  subditos  et  populos  dicti  regni 
ac  caeteros  omnes  qui  illi  quomodocQnque  juraverunt  a  jura- 
mento  hujusmodi  ac  oniiii  prorsua  dominii,  iidelitatis  et 
obsequii  debito  jierpetuo  absolutos,  pi-out  nos  illos  praesentlum 
auctoritate  absolvimus  ;  et  privamuB  eimdem  Elizabeth  praetenso 
jure  regni  aliisque  omnibus  eupradictis.  Praeci]dmuBque  et 
interdicimus  universis  et  singulis  proceribus,  subditia,  popuiia 
et  aliis  praedictis,  ne  illi  ejusve  monitis,  maadatia  et  legibus 
audeant  obedire.  Qui  secus  egerint,  eos  eimili  anatheniatia 
aententia  innodamus  .  . . 

Datum  Romae  apud  sanctum  Petrum,  anno  incamationia 
Dominicae  millesimo  quingenteaimo  aexagestmo  nouo,  quinto 
Kal.  Martii,  pontificatus  uostri  annu  quinto. 

Bullariant  Eamanmn,  II.  p.  325. 

8.  Puritan  Doctrines. 
(a)  Cartwright's  ^ojyodtiong,  1570. 

I.  '  Arcbiepiscopoi-um  et  arcliidjaconornm  nomina  simal  cum 
muDeribus  et  officiis  suis  sunt  abolenda. 

II.  Legitimorum  in  ecclesia  ministrorum  noiuina,  qualia 
aunt  episcoporum  et  diaconoi-um,  aeparata  a  suis  niuueribuB  in 
verho  Dei  deacriptis,  similiter  sunt  improbanda  et  ad  institu- 
tionem  apoatolicam  revocanda ;  ut  epiacopus  in  verbo  et  preci- 
bus,  dtaconus  in  pauperibus  curandis  versetur. 

m.  Epiacoponim  canuellariis  uut  archidiaconorum  official!- 
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bus  regimen  ecclesiae  non.  est  committendum,  sed  bA  idoneum 
iniiiistrum  et  presiijteiium  ejusdem  eccleaiae  deferendum. 

IV.  Non  oport«t  ministerium  esse  Tagum  efc  liberum,  sed 
quisque  debet  eerto  cuidam  gregi  addici. 

V.  Nemo  debet  ministerium  tanquam  candidatus  petere. 

VI.  Episcopi  tantum  authoritate  et  potestate  miuistri  non 
sunt  creandi  . . ,  sed  ab  ecelesia  eleotio  fieri  debet. 

Strype,  AmtaU,  II.  p.  380;  Wkitgi/i,  IIJ.  p.  17. 

(b)  CltarKa  jHTopositioxB,  157s. 

Chark ',  in  a  elerum  at  St  Mary's  before  the  Univeraiiy  [of 
Cambridge],  had  iTiundly  condemned  the  hierarchy  of  this 
church  .  .  .  laying  down  these  two  bold  positions: 

Isti  status  episcopatas,  archiepiscopatua,  metropolitanatus, 
patriai'chatus,  denique  papatua,  &  Satana  in  ecclesiam  Intro- 
dueti  Bunt. 

Inter  ministros  ecclesiae,  nou  debet  alius  alio  esse  superior. 

Sltype,  Anaah,  III.  p.  378  ;  of.  Slrype,  Parlcsr,  II.  p.  194; 
Whitgip,  1.  p.  88;  III.  p.  ii^ 

(c)  Dering's  f  i-oponUtms    1573 

The  loi'dship  or  civil  gowemment  of  hishopa  is  ubteily  un 
laiviu!  .  .  ,  And  what,  X  beseech  you  is  the  fin  t  it  brmgeth  i 
Is  it  cot  the  same  that  springeth  out  of  the  pope  s  breast  1 
What  else  are  uffleials,  commi'.sarves  chancellors  aichdeacona, 
&c.,  which  rule  aad  govern  by  the  common  laws !  Much, 
worse  than  the  statutes  of  Omri  and  all  the  ordiBancea  of  the 
Jiouse  of  Aehab:  which  uphold  m  the  mid^t  of  us  a  court  ot 
Faculties,  a  place  much  worse  than  Sodom  and  Gomorrah 

Letter  from  Edic.  Deritig,  t  eadtr  at  St  fanJ  6  to  Lorl  BaUigh, 
dated  I  Sae.  1573;  ^ifry/e  An  all  Ul  p]i  401  411 

(d)  iSofnpson's  propositions,  157^. 
. . .  My  good  Icrd,  pro  Chriato  Domino  d<iminantium  rogo, 
obsecro,  tliat  there  may  he  a  consideration  had  of  the  state  of 
the  Church  of  England.  The  doctrine  of  the  gospel  is  and  may 
be  purely  preached  in  England :  but  the  govemment  of  the 
cburch  appointed  in  the  gospel  jet  watiteth  hei-e.    Tlie  doctrine 

'  William  Chark,  late  fellow  of  PeterLouw,  then  cL.iplain  tu  Lord 
Cheynie. 


yGoosle 


1  C)8  Elizabeth.  [1573. 

is  good,  the  government  by  him  appointed  is  good.  These  are 
to  be  conjoined,  and  not  separated.  It  is  a  deformity  to  see  the 
Chnrch  of  Christ,  professing  his  gospel,  to  be  governed  by  such 
canons  and  cnfitoms  as  hy  which  Antichrist  did  rule  his  syna- 


9.  Extracts  from  the  First  A  Imonition  15" 
An   Admonition    to   the    Pirl  imect      A    vipw    (f    ]   p   h 
abuses  yet  remaining  in  the  Kngh  h  Chuith  for  the  wh  d 
godly  ministers  have  ref  ised  to   nl  sciihe 
Whereas  immediately  after  the  la*"t  parlament'  tie 

ministers  of  God's  holy  word  and  sacr  ments  weie  calleJ  hef  le 
lier  Majesty's  High  Commissioners  and  euim  ed  to  suhiciiVe 
unto  the  articles,  if  they  woull  keep  their  places  and  Imn^'i 
and  some  for  refusing  to  sul  scnhe  weie  removed     May  it 

please  therefore  this  honourable  and  hich  court  of  parliament 
...  to  take  a  view  of       ha         asth      liw  thh  Id      d 
doth  the  foresaid  m       t        1  uh      b    g     nd  t    e 

unto  those  foresaid  art    I      lywyfp    gtnt     I     I     g 
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that  this  txjok  is  an  nnperfect  book,  culled  and  picl<ed  out  of 
that  popish  dunghill  the  portuife  and  mass-book  full  of  all 
abominations.  For  some  and  many  of  the  contents  therein 
be  such  as  are  against  the  word  of  God  .  .  . 

Their  pontifical,  ,  .  .  whereby  they  consecrate  bishops,  make 
ministers  and  deacons,  is  nothing  else  but  a  thing  word  for 
word  drawn  out  of  the  Pope's  pontifical , . ,;  and  as  the  names 

'  Theparliament  of  1571.  '  The  Book  of  Common  Prayer. 
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of  archtishopa,  aiclideaconF,  lord  bishops,  chancellors,  &c.,  aie 
drawn  out  of  the  Pope's  shop  together  with  their  offices,  so  tho 
goyeriiment  which  they  use  ...  is  anti christian  and  devilisli, 
and  contrary  to  the  sciiptures.  And  as  safely  may  we,  by  tlie 
warrant  of  God's  word,  subscribe  to  allow  the  dominion  of  the 
Pope  universally  to  rule  over  the  word  of  God,  as  of  an  srch- 
bishop  over  a  whole  province,  or  a  lord  bishop  over  a  diocese 
which  containeth  many  shires  and  parishes.  For  the  dominion 
that  they  exercise  ...  is  unlawful  and  expressly  forbidden  by 
the  word  of  God  ,  .  . 

"What  should  we  speak  of  the  archbishop  s  court  sith  all 
men  knew  it,  and  your  wisdom.''  cannot  but  see  what  t  is  As 
all  other  courts  are  subject  to  this  by  the  Popes  pterogative 
yea,  and  by  statute  of  this  realm  yet  uniepealed  so  js  it  the 
filthy  quake-mire  and  poisoned  plash  of  all  the  abominations 
that  do  infect  the  whole  realm  And  as  toi  the  commiaaanes 
court,  that  is  but  a  petty  little  stinking  ditch  that  floweth  ut 
of  that  former  great  puddle,  robbing  Christ  s  Church  of  lawful 
pastors,  of  watchful  seniors  and  eldeis   and  careful  deacons 

And  as  for  the  apparel,  though  «e  hi\e  been  loue  borne  lu 
hand,  and  yet  are,  that  it  is  foi  oidei  and  dei,encT  cimmanded 
yet  we  know  and  have  proved  that  there  is  neither  ordei  uor 
comeliness  nor  obedience  in  usi  g  it  Neithei  is  the  t,  n- 

troversy  betwixt  them  and  us  {as  they  would  bear  the  wcild  in 
hand)  for  a  cap,  a  tippet  or  a  surplice  but  for  great  niitteis 
concerning  a  true  ministry  and  regiment  of  the  church  acctrd 
ing  to  the  woi-d  ...  If  it  might  please  hei  ilajeaty  by  the 
advice  of  your  Eight  Honourable  m  this  High  Court  of  Pailia 
ment,  tJ>  hear  us  by  writing  or  otheiwise  to  defend  oui  ehes 
then,  each  is  the  equity  of  our  cauae  thit  we  would  tni  t  to 
find  favour  in  her  Majesty's  sight  II  this  tannot  be  obtained 
we  will,  by  God's  grace,  address  ouisehes  to  deiend  hia  truth 
by  suffering  and  willingly  lay  our  heads  to  the  block  ind  this 
shall  be  our  peace,  to  have  quiet  consciences  with  our  Gol 
whom  we  will  abide  for  with  a!!  patience  until  he  woik  tur  full 
deliverance.  Ft  a  Ad «   nii  n^to  Farliarenf   i-,7a 

0  the 
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10.  Th«  Canom  of  i^-^i. 
Liber  quorundim  cnnouum  discipliiiae   eoclesiae  Anglicanae 
oiino  1571      Siquuntur  in  hoc  libello  certi  quidam  articuli 
...  in  quos  plone  consensnm  est  , .  ,  in  ajnodo  incLoata 
Londim  in  lede  dniPnuli  [3  Apr.  1571]. 
I    2Je  Ejiisco'pis. 
, . .  (3)  Episcopns  qnisque  ante  calendaa  Septembrls  proxiraas 
advocabit  ad  se  oranes  pnHicos  concionatores  .  .  .  et  ab  illis 
p  t  t  f      ]t  t         ncionandi .  .  .  Ueinde,  delectu  illomm  pm- 
i     t      fact     q        unque  ad  illam  tantara  fiinetiocira  .  .  .  parea 
n  t     11     n      3  taculiates  nlfro  dabit;  ita  tamen  ut  piius 

b  b  t  t  ill  3  cbiistianne  religiouis  pnbJice  in  sjnodo 
pp  b  ti  fid  mq  e  dent  se  velle  tneri  et  defendere  (Joctrinam 
am  qn  m  lb  contmetur,  nt  consentientiesimam  veritati 
divini  verbi 

(6)  EpiBCopna  nemini  posthaec  mannm  imponet  nisi  inBtituto 
in  bonis  Uteris  vel  m  acidemia  vel  in  inferiori  aliqna  scbola,  ant 
qui  satis  commode  mtelligat  Latinam  linguam  et  probe  veraatus 
Eit  in  fcacris  literia ;  nee  nial  attigerit  aetatem  illam  legitimam 
quae  statutis  et  legibus  est  constituta ;  neo  nisi  cujus  vita  et 
innoeentia  gravium  et  piorum  horainum  et  episcopo  uotorum 
fiieiit  te'timonio  commendata  ;  iiec  ai  in  agi-iciiltura  vel  in  vili 
aliquo  et  sedentariu  artifitdo  t'uerit  educatus ;  nee  nisi  qui 
tituloin  {qutm  appellant)  lUiquem  habeat,  ut  sit  unde  vitam 
tueatur  ;  nee  nisi  qui  intra  ipbius  diitecesim  sacro  miniaterio 
functurus  sit ;  nee  nnquam  nisi  ubi  sacrum  aliqnod  ministerium 
m  eadem  dioecesi  vacare  oontigerit,  Neniinem  autem  pere- 
^inum  et  ignotnm  vel  ad  sacerdotiorum  proventus  val  ad 
eccleeiasticum  ministerinm  recipiet  nisi  ab  illo  episcopo,  e  cujus 
dioece'i  discessit,  liteias  commendatitias  quas  vocant  dimissorias 

(8)  Episcopus  neniinem  qui  se  otioso  nomine  leetorem  Tocet 
et  manus  impositionem  uon  acceperit,  in  eccleaiae  miniaterio 
vereari  patietur. 

II.  Decani  eecksiarum  catliedralium, 
...  (5)  Quivis  decanns  in  singulos  annoa  ad  minimnm  quater 
residebit  in  eccleaia  sua  cathedrali  ibique  singulia  hujusmodi 
I  iiitegiura  .  .  .  moram  faciei. 
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III.  Arckidiaconi, 

...  (2)  Arcliidiaconua  qui  .  .  .  habet  poteatatem  visitandi 

eemel  ja  singulos  aniios  in  persona  sua  visitabit  provinciam 

{5)  Archidiaconi  in  omnes  delinquentes  severe  et  graviter 
animadvei'teut . , . 

IV.  CaneeUarii,  CommissaHi,  OffiiMiles. 

...  (3)  NuUus  homm  ...  in  cognitione  causarum  procedet 
usque  ftd  fereudam  seutentiain  excommanicationia  nisi  tantuin 
in  cauaia  iustantiarum  .  .  . 

(3)  Escommunicationia  autera  seutentiam  deferenb  tantum 
ad  episcopum,  eamque  aufc  ipse  per  Ee  pronunciabit  aut  gravi 
alicui  viro  in  Eacro  niiiiisterio  conatituto  prouunciandam 
committet.  .  .  .  Commutatlouem  autem  injunctae  poenitentiae 
nee  cancellariua  faciet  ueo  archidiacouus  nee  ofBcialis  nee  com- 
missarius.  Ea  potestaa  multia  gvavibua  de  causia  epiaeopo  foli 
reservatur  aut  ai  quern  alium  episcopus  ad  eum  usum  special! 
mandate  designabit.  . .  . 

{7)  Quivis  minister  eccleaiae,  antequam  in  aaeram  ftiiictionem 
ingrediatur,  snbscribet  omnilms  articulia  de  religione  chtistiana 
in  quos  consensum  est  in  gjnodo  .  . . 

V.  Aeditid  ecdeaiarum  et  alii  selecii  viri. 


VI.  Coneionatores. 

Nemo  nisi  ab  epiaeopo  permissus  in  parochia  sua  publico 
praedicabit  nee  postbaec  audebit  concionari  extra  ministerium 
et  ecclesiam  suam,  nisi  potestatcm  ita  concionandi  acceperit  vbI 
a  regia  majestate  per  omnes  regni  partes  vel  ab  arohiepiscopo 
per  provinciain  vel  ab  episcopo  per  dioecesim.  . .  .  Et  quoaiam 
aiticuli  illi  religionia  Cbristianae  .  .  .  band  dnbie  colleuti  sunt 
ex  sacria  libris  Veteris  et  Novi  Teatamenti  et  cum  caelesti 
doctrina  quae  in  illis  conlinctur  per  omnia  congruunt  .  .  . , 
illonim  artieulorum  auctoritatem  et  fidem  .  .  .  subscriptione 
confirmabunt.  Qui  secus  iecerit,  et  contraria  doctrina  populum 
turbaveiit,  ejccommnnicabitur. 

Inter  eoncionandum  utentur  veste  quam  maxime  modesta  et 
gravi .  .  .  qualisque  in  libeUo  aclmonitionam  descripta  est. 
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"VII.  Bes'dentia. 
Absentia  pastoris  a  dominlco  grege  et  seeura  ilia  negligentia 
quam  Tideraus  in  multis  et  destitutio  ministerii  est  res  in  se 
I'oeda  et  odiosa  in  vulgus  et  perniciosa  eccileaiae  Dei.  Itique 
hortamur  omnes  pastores  ecclesiarum  In  Domino  Jesu,  at  quam- 
piiraum  redeant  ad  parochias  quique  suna  .  ,  .  ibique  versentur 
in  singulos  annos  con  minus  quam  sexaginta  dies. 

Tin.  PluTolitaa. 

!Noa  licebit  cuiquam,  cujuecunque  sit  gradus,  plnsquam  duo 

ecdesiastica  beneficia  obtinere  eodem  tempoie,  neque  cuiquam 

omniuo  lieebit  obtinere  duo  beneficia  el  plusquam  yiginti  sex 

milliatiis  distiucta  sint. 

IX.  LvMrnagiatri. 

S.  Patrord  et  Froprielarii. 

XI.  Forma  aentetitiae  exoommunicationis. 

Strype,  Parker,  IT.  p.  60. 

1 1.  Exa-ciaee. 
(a)  Regulations  in  ike  diocese  of  Peterborough,  1571. 
Prophecjings  or  exercises  wete  much  used  now  throughout 
most  of  the  dioceses ^  .  .These  exercises  were  used  in  the 
church  of  Northampton  by  the  consent  of  Ihe  bishop  of  Peter- 
borough, Scambler,  the  mayor  of  the  town  and  his  brethi'en, 
and  other  the  Queen's  Majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  within  the 
county  and  town  .  .  . 

XII    There  is  on  every  other  Ratui-day         an  ciercise  of 
th    m  n   t       I  tl       t     n   nd     u  try  ah     t  tl        t    p    t  t 
f        pt  Th     m  I     k    g  ft        n  th      d 

h     11        m    t    t     nd  th       m      [     ly         n     tl      i     pl 
Tb  1  w    kly  mbly  y  Th      d  y     ft       th 

It  by  th      n  J  1  h      b    tl  t   I  w  tl    tb 

p       h      nunist        nd     tl       g    tl  pp      t  d  t     th  m  bj 

tlbhpftl  intd        dmd         thtn 

f         t  bl    ph  ny     h      d  m  d      k  In  t 

",  For  Bishop  Parthursts  permiseion  of  eierciafs  in  the  diocese  of 
Nor*.-sh,  15^3,  Bee  Strype,  Annals,  IV.  p.  494;  for  reguUtioim  iu  the 
liooeae  of  linooln,  1574,  iti.  HI.  p.  ^I^- 
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religion,  or  preachers  thereof,  scolds,  ribalds  or  such  like; 
whicli  faults  are  each  Thursday  presented  unto  them  m  writing 
by  certain  sworn  men,  appointed  for  that  service  in  each  parish. 
So  by  tlie  bishop's  autliority  and  the  nuiyor's  joined  together, 
heing  assisted  with  otlier  gentlemen  in  the  commission  of  the 
peace,  evil  life  is  corrected  ,  . . 

XVII.  There  is  hereafter  to  take  place,  order  that  all 
ministers  of  the  shiie,  once  every  quarter  . ,  .  repair  to  the 
said  town ;  and  there  after  a  sermon  .  .  .  privately  to  confer 
iimoQg  themselves  of  their  manners  and  lives.  Among  ■whom 
if  any  he  found  in  fault,  for  tiie  tirst  time  exhortation  is  made 
to  him  among  all  the  brethren  to  amend ;  and  so  likewise  the 
second ;  and  [the]  third  time,  by  com]>laiflt  from  all  the  brethren, 
he  is  committed  unto  the  bishop  for  his  correction. 

The  order  of  the  exercise  of  the  minislers  with  a  confession 
of  the  faith. 

I.  Every  one  at  his  first  allowance  to  be  of  this  exercise 
shall,  by  subscription  of  his  own  hand,  declfre  his  consent 
in  Christ's  true  religion  with  his  brethren,  and  submit  himself 
to  the  discipline  and  orders  of  the  same. 

II.  The  names  of  every  man  that  shall  speak  in  this  exercise 
shall  be  written  in  a  table  .  .  . 

III.  The  first  speaker  beginning  and  ending  ■with  prayer 
ought  to  explain  the  text  that  he  readefh.  Tiieu  he  may 
confute  any  false  or  untrue  expositions  .  .  ,  But  he  shall  not 
digress  .  .  . 

IV.  Whatsoever  is  left  of  the  first  speaker  ..-.  they  that 
speak  afteiwards  have  liberty  to  tiuch,  without  repeating 
the  selfsame  wotds  which  ha\e  been  spoken  before  or  im 
pugmng  the  same,  except  any  have  spoken  contiary  to  the 
scriptures 

V  The  everei'e  shall  begin  immediately  aftei  nine  of  the 
deck  and  not  exceed  the  ppioe  of  two  hours  One  of  the 

moderators  shall  alwajo  make  the  conclu'sicn 

\  I  Aftet  the  exercise  is  ended,  it  any  of  the  speikers  m 
this  exerLise  bo  mfamed  01  (.onvmced  of  any  grievous  cnme  he 
shall  be  there  and  then  leprehended 

VII  And  this  consultation  shall  be  ended  with  =ome 
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short  exhorlation,  to  i 
office  . .  . 


1  to   go  foi'ward  . 


B  and  hold, 
I'iptures  of  the 


Then  followed  a  confession  which  these  ex< 
subscribe  . .  . 

The  eoihfession  in  Uw  exercises. 

We  whose  names  are  hereunder  wi'itteo  ...  V 
that  tbe  word  of  God  written  in  the  canonical  si 
Old  and  New  Testament ,  . .  [is]  and  ought  to  be  open,  to  be 
read  and  known  of  alt  sorts  of  men,  ,  .  ,  and  the  authority 
thereof  far  to  exceed  all  authoiity,  not  of  the  Pope  of  Rome 
only  ,  ,  .  but  of  the  church  also,  of  councils,  fathers  or  otbera 
whosoever,  either  men  or  angels.  Alid  therefore  to  this  word 
of  God  we  humbly  submit  ourselves  and  all  our  doings;  willing 
and  ready  to  be  judged  .  . .  thereby,  in  all  points  of  religion, 

b'lrype,  AnnaU,  ILL  pp.  133-140,  a,  a.  1571 ;  cf.  id.  III.  p.  472. 

(b)  Supjiression  of  Exercises,  1574. 
Archbishop  Parker  to  Mr  Matchett, 
. ,  .  You  shall  go  unto  my  lord  your  ordinary,  and  show  him 
that  the  Queen's  Majesty  willed  me  to  suppress  those  vain 
prophecyings.  And  tJjeieupon  I  require  him  in  her  Majesty's 
name  immediately  to  discharge  them  of  any  further  such 
doicg  .  .  .  Matthue  Cantuab. 

[Dafed  25  March,  1574.] 

Parter  Corresponilence,  p.  456. 

(c)  Grindal's  Regulations,  1576. 

Orders '  for  reformation  of  abuses  about  t/ie  learned  exercises  and 

conferences  amtmg  tiie  Ministers  of  the  Church. 

I.  The  said  esercLses  are  to  be  used  only  in  such  churches 
and  at  such  times  as  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  shall  .  .  . 
appoint. 

II.  Item,  That  in  all  such  exercises,  either  the  archdeacon, 
if  he  be  a  divine,  or  else  some  one  other  grave  learned 
graduate,  at  the  least,  to  be  appointed  ...  by  the  bishop  . . . 
and  moderate  t!ie  said  e. 


10  Dec.  1 576  {Bemaine  of  Oritvial, 


to  the  Que 
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III.  Item,  That  a  catalogue  of  names  be  made  and  allowed 
of  those  that  are  judged  meet  to  be  speakers  .  .  .  and  such  parta 
of  the  Scripture  entreated  of  as  the  bishop  shall  appoint. 

IV.  Item,  That  the  rest  of  the  ministers  ...  be  assigned  by 
the  roodei-ators  some  tasks,  for  the  increase  of  their  leHrning,  to 
be  comprised  in  writing  or  otherwise,  concerning  the  expoution 
of  some  part  of  Scripture  .  .  . 

v.  Item,  anf-e  omnia,  that  no  lay  person  be  sufFered  to 
speak  publicly  in  those  assemblies. 

VI.  Item,  That  no  man  speaking  in  the  said  esereises  Bhall 
be  suffered  to  glance  openly  or  covertly  against  any  state  or 
any  person  public  or  private  .  .  . 

VII.  Item,  That  no  man  be  suffered  in  the  said  esercises  to 
make  any  invections  against  the  laws,  rites,  policies  and  discipline 
of  tile  Church  of  England  established  by  public  authority  .  .  . 

Vill  Item,  Forasmuch  as  divers  ministers,  deprived  from 
their  livings  and  inhibited  to  preach  for  not  obeying  the  public 
orders  and  di-ciplme  oi  the  Church  of  England,  Lave  intruded 
tbemaelves  m  sundry  places  to  be  speakers  in  the  said  exercises, 
and  .  . .  ha^e  in  the  said  exercises  usually  made  their  invections 
against  the  orders,  ntea  and  discipline  of  the  church  .  .  . ,  every 
bishop  is  to  take  strict  order  in  his  diocese,  that  hereafter  none 
be  suffered  to  be  speakers  in  the  said  exercises,  which  remaia 
deprived  or  inhibited  for  tie  causes  aforesaid,  except  they  shall 
have  before  conformed  themselves  to  order,  neitier  any  other 
which  shall  not .  .  .  conform  himself  . . . 

Ebm.  Caktuar. 
Strgpe,  Gr'mdal,  pp.  327,  3J8,  e.  a.  1576. 

(d)  The  Queen's  Letter  against  Frophefn/ings.  1577. 
Eight  reverend  father  in  God,  we  greet  yon  well.  We  hear 
to  our  great  grief,  that  in  sundry  parts  of  our  realm  there  are 
no  small  number  of  persons  .  .  .  which  contrary  to  our  laws  . . . 
do  daily  devise  .  .  .  and  put  in  execution  sundry  new  rites  and 
forms  in  the  church,  as  well  by  their  preaching,  readiug  and 
ministering  the  sacraments,  as  by  procuring  unlawful  assemblies 
of  a  great  number  of  our  people  ...  to  be  hearers  of  their 
disputations  and  new  devised  opinions  upon  matters  of  divinity, 
far  and  unmeet  of  unlearned  people,  which  mannet  of  invasions 
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tliey  in      m    pi  H  P    1  li    J    fe       d  m     tl      pi 

exercie         by     hi  h  m  f  as    mbl       great  b         f 

our  pe  pi  b      eht  to    dl  d      1      d      d 

muimer    scl  t      \ly     1      1   1      m     g  t    tl       sel  d 

manifestly  th      b>  g  d  t    tl  It         f  1 

Wheref  d       g   th  fc    t     1    uld  b     tl      d  tj      f  tb 

bishops         t  tl        dh  gttlbnrt  God 

ond  tb     q      t  f  tl       b      h      f    m  d  w  11       1 

St    'rl  ly    haig  tl    t  I       1  tl  i    thwth 

t       a  b  t  t      y   h  II    tt     pt  t  w  tl 

m     w         11  y  t       ly  t  t  tl    m       t     p 

na    ta  fd       i        b  t     1      to    d      t  I 

f  th  1  qua)  t         t  tl  d    f  ti)       m      t 

d    b  tt        tl   t  tl         I       f     be  t  mpl    tb       p       1 

trajbm         b]ftb  f        t  Adtl 

tl     ga  w     1  y      t    b  i  1       d        It        by  y 

Ig  wb        tfdtmk        ni  m]l 

f    m  t         t  d    ^  t    >         It 

[Dated  1  May,  15J7.]     CacdweJ^  2)o(;u««niary  Jjina,'»,  1.  p.  373, 

(e)  Regulations  in  the  diocese  of  Chester,  1585. 
A  copy  of  the  authority  given  by  the  bishop  [of  Chester]  to 

the  moderators  of  every  several  exercise  .  .  .  and  other 

orders  to  be  observed  in  the  esercises, 
"William^,  by  God  his  providence  bishop  of  Cheater,  to  . ,  ., 
moderators  for  the  exercises  holden  at  Bury,  within  the  diocese 
of  Chester,  greeting.  Whereas  the  right  honourable  the  lords 
of  her  Majesty's  most  honourable  privy  council .  . .  have  J-ecom- 
meuded  unto  us  some  further  enlargements  of  the  ecclesiastical 
exercise,  .  .  .  since  which  time  we  do  understand  .  . .  that  many 
who  ought  to  frequent  the  said  exercise  ,  .  .  eithei-  negligently 
deal  in  the  same  or  wilfully  absent  themselves,  .  ,  ,  these  are 
therefore  to  authorise  you  that  you  do  . .  ,  give  notice  to  all  the 
clergy  ...  of  the  contents  of  these  presents.  And  if  you  shall 
find  any  .  .  ,  negligent  .  .  .  after  warning  given,  ...  to  suspend 
him  BO  offending  .  .  ,  And  what  you  do  concerning  the  p 
we  will  you  certify  ua  .  .  . 

'  Will.  ChadBrtoQ,  Bishop  of  Chester,  1579-1  = 
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. .  .  All  parsons,  Tiears,  curates  and  sclioolmasters  witWii 
every  deanery  are  to  appear  personally  on  every  exercise  day, 
there  either  to  write  or  speak  ...  All  the  people  and  the  whole 
congregation  are  to  resort  to  the  sermon,  hut  none  to  the  other 
exercise  but  clergymen  only  . .  .  and  schoolmasters. 
[Dated  1  Sept.  1585.] 

Strype,  Annals,  IV.  pp.  54G-545. 

(i)  Harrison  on  Proiiliesyings, 

In  many  of  our  archdeaconries  we  have  an  exercise  lately 
begun,  which  for  the  most  part  is  called  a  propbecy  or  conference, 
nnd  erected  only  for  the  examination  or  trial  of  the  diligence  of 
the  clergy  in  tieir  study  of  holy  scriptures,  Howheit  such  is  the 
thirsty  desire  of  the  people  in  these  days  to  hear  the  word  of 
God,  that  they  also  have  as  it  were  with  zeiilous  violence  in- 
truded themselves  among  them  (but  as  hearers  only),  to  come  by 
more  knowledge  through  their  presence  at  the  same  .  .  .  The 
laity  never  speak  of  course,  except  some  vain  aud  busy  head 
will  now  and  then  intrude  themselves  with  offence,  but  are  only 
hearers ;  and  as  it  is  used  in  some  places  weekly,  in  others  once 
in  fourteen  days,  in  divers  monthly  and  elsewhere  twice  a  year, 
so  is  it  a  notable  spur  unto  all  the  ministers  thereby  to  ap|ily 
their  books,  which  otherwise  (as  in  times  past)  would  give 
themselves  to  hawking,  hunting,  tables,  cards,  dice,  tippling  at 
the  alehouse,  shooting  of  matches  and  othei'  such  like  vanities. 

.  .  .  But  alas !  as  Satan  the  author  of  all  mischief  hath  in 
sundry  manners  heretofore  hindered  tbe  erection  and  mainten- 
ance of  many  good  things,  so  in  this  he  hath  stirred  up  adver- 
saries of  late  ■  ,  .  who  have  .  .  .  procured  the  suppression  of 
these  conferences. 

Barriaon'e  Desei-ipliua  of  England,  Bk.  II.  cli.  i. 

(g)  Bacon  on  Propkesyings. 

Is  there  no  means  to  nurse  and  train  np  ministers, ...  to  train 
them,  I  say,  not  to  preach  .  .  .  hut  to  preach  soundly  and 
handle  the  scriptures  with  wisdom  and  judgment  J  I  know 
prophecying  was  subject  to  great  abuses  .  .  .  But  I  say  the  only 
reason  of  tbe  abuse  was  because  tbere  were  admitted  to  it  a 
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popular  auditory,  and  it  was  contained  with  a  private  cou- 


Bacon,  Discoarse  concerning  Church  Jffairt,  ed.  1641,  pp,  32,  33, 

12.  The  Queen's  Prodamation  against  Nonconformists,  1573. 

A  proclamation  agF,inst  the  despisers  or  breaiera  of  the  orders 
preEcribed  in  the  book  of  Common  Prayer. 
Br  THE  QuEKK. 

Tlie  Queen's  MajeBfy  bein"  right  sorry  to  nnderetind  that  the 

1       i  L      m      P    y        t  f  -th  by  th  t    i 

h  Im      d  h>      th     tj    f  p    Iia       t        th    first  y         f 

h  wl  th  t       d  h  t  tl  pt  f 

fddththhis  tuntt  fltfm 

dfddpk        gaitbtlbypi        h  d 

t    g         1    f  b  Id      d  m  d    th 

tfltUfqtdwhp  tt  t 

addqt  dth  g^ppl  If 

dly      duiuf    mddi        tyft         d        m  d 

p  t  t  d        t     t  his  d    1  It    dy 

Imlkt  th  fwkhddh 

M  J    ty  (I  tl    pi      ly  u  d      t      1  t     b    tl  1  i  th 

bishops  and  other  magistrates,  who  should  cause  the  good  laws 
and  acts  of  parliament  made  in  this  behalf  to  be  better  executed, 
and  not  so  dissembled  and  wioked  at  as  hitherto  it  may  appear 
that  they  have  been : 

For  speedy  remedy  whereof  her  Majesty  straitly  chargeth 
and  commandeth  all  archbishops  and  bishops  .  .  ,  and  all  other 
wlio  have  any  authority,  to  put  in  eseciition  the  Act  for  the 
uniformity  of  Common  Prayer  and  the  administration  of  the 
sacraments,  made  in  the  first  year  of  her  gracious  reiga,  with 
all  diligence  and  severity  .  .  , 

And  if  any  persons  shall  either  in  piivate  houses  or  in  public 
places  make  assemblies  and  therein  use  other  rites  of  Common 
Prayer  «nd  administration  of  the  sacraments  than  is  prescribed 
m  the  said  book,  or  shall  maintain  in  their  houses  any  persons 
being  notoriously  charged  by  books  or  preachings  to  attempt 
the  alteration  of  the  said  orders,  they  shall  see  such  persons 
punished  with  all  severity,  according  to  the  laws  of  this  reahn, 
by  pains  appointed  in  the  said  Act. 
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And  because  these  matters  do  principally  appertain  to  the 
peraons  ecclesiastical  and  to  the  ecclesiastical  government,  her 
Majesty  giveth  a  most  special  and  earnest  chai'ge  to  all  arch- 
bishops, bishops,  archdeacons  and  deans,  and  all  such  as  have 
ordinary  jurisdiction,  in  sucji  cases  to  have  a  vigilant  eye  and 
care  to  the  observation  of  the  orders  and  rites  in  the  said 
book  prescribed,  throughout  their  cures  and  diocese  ■ . .  upon 
pain  of  ber  Majesty's  high  displeasure  for  tlieir  negligence  and 
deprivation  from  their  dignities  and  benefices  or  other  censures 
to  follow,  according  to  their  demerits. 

[Dated  20  Oct.  1573.] 

Cardtnell,  Documentary  Aanah,  T.  p,  348. 


13.  QueetC a  Message^  to  Parliament,  1576. 

[9  March,  1576.]  Mr  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  touch- 
ing the  petition  for  reformation  of  discipline  in  the  Church, 
doth  bring  word  from  the  Lords' that  their  Lordships  baviiig 
moved  the  Queen's  Majesty  touching  the  said  petition,  her 
Highness  answered  their  LordBhi])s  : 

That  her  Majesty,  before  the  Parliament,  had  a  care  to 
provide  in  that  case  of  her  own  disposition ;  and  at  the  beginning 
of  this  session  Jier  Highness  had  conference  therein  with  eome 
of  the  bishops  and  gave  them  in  charge  to  see  due  reformation 
thereof;  wherein,  as  her  Majesty  thinketh,  Ihey  will  have 
good  consideration,  according  unto  hor  pleasure  and  express 
commandment  in  that  behalf:  and  so  did  her  Highness  most 
graciously  and  honourably  declare  further  that,  if  the  said 
bishops  should  neglect  or  omit  their  duties  therein,  then  her 
Majesty,  by  ter  supreme  power  and  aathoiity  over  the  Church 
of  England,  would  speedily  see  such  good  redress  therein,  as 
m^bt  satisfy  the  expectation  of  her  loving  subjects,  to  their 
good  contentation. 

Which  message  and  report  was  most  thankfully  and  joyfully 
received  by  the  whole  House  with  one  accord. 

Comnions' Jowrno!!,  I.  p.  iia. 

'  This  message  "* 
HoiiBe  of  Commons 

pp.   IJO-I24. 

'  i.e.  of  the  PHvy  Council. 
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14.  Tlie  Queens  Message''  to  the  House  of  Commons,  1581. 

7  March,  1581 ...  Mr  Cbancellor  of  the  Exchequer  declareth, 
that  Mr  Vicecbamberlaio,  both  Mr  Secretaries  and  himself 
have,  according  to  their  commission  from  this  Hou!ie,  conferred 
with  some  of  my  lords  the  bishops  touching  the  griefs  of  this 
House,  for  some  things  very  requisite  to  be  refoimcd  in  the 
Cliurch;  as,  the  great  number  of  unlearned  and  unable  ministers, 
the  great  abuse  of  excommunication  for  every  matter  of  small 
moment,  the  commutation  of  penance,  and  the  great  multitude 
of  dispensations  and  pluralities,  and  other  things  very  hurtful 
to  the  Chtirch ;  .  .  ■  declaring  further  that  they  found  some  of 
the  said  lords  the  bishops,  not  only  to  confess  and  grant  the 
said  defects  and  abuses,  wishing  due  redress  thereof  . .  .  where- 
npon  they  afterwards  joined  in  humble  suit  together  unto  her 
Highnees  and  received  her  Majesty's  most  gracious  answer : 
That,  as  her  Highness  had,  the  kst  session  of  parliameut,  of 
her  own  good  consideration  and  before  any  petition  or  suit 
thereof  made  by  this  House,  committed  the  charge  and  con- 
sideration thereof  unto  some  f  \  H  ghn  clei^y,  who  had 
not  performed  the  same  acoo  ling  to  h  H  ghness'  command- 
ment, BO  now  her  Majesty  wo  Id  ft  ns  mmit  the  same  unto 
such  others  of  them  as  with  all  on  en  t  j  ed  .  .  .  should  see 
the  same  accomplished  accord  n  ly  F  th  which  as  they  did 
all  render  unto  her  Majesty  m  st  h  mble  and  dutiful  thanks, 
so  did  Mr  Chancellor  further  declare  that  the  only  cause  why 
no  due  reformation  hath  been  already  had  in  the  said  petitions 
was  only  by  the  negligence  and  slackness  of  some  others,  and 
not  of  her  Majesty  nor  of  this  House ;  alleging  withal  that  some 
of  the  said  bishops  had  yet  done  something  in  those  matters, . . . 
as  in  a  more  advised  care  of  allowing  and  making  of  ministers, 
but  yet  in  effect  little  or  nothing  to  the  purpose  . .  . 

Commons'  Journals,  I.  p.  131. 

15.   WkitgiftandtlieNonconfcmnists,  1583, 

Succeaait   loannes    Whitgiftus.     Huic    Kegina  {quae   ut  in 

politicis,  ita  et  in  legibus  ecclesiasticis  nihil  unquam  laxandum 

'  In  consequence  of  a  ceaolution  of  the  Commona  that  Mr  Viee- 
Chamheclain  and  othera  should  '  mote  the  Lords  of  the  Clergy  to  continue 
unto  her  Majesty  the  proBecatJaa  oltlie  purpoaea  of  reformatio!).' 
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ensu  fc)  man  Uv  t  fc  ante  omn  a  d  s  ]litiam  eccle  ae  Angli- 
cinae  et  untlo  m  tatem  n  &acr  a  author  tate  parlamentaiia 
sane  tarn  restauraret  quae  praesulnm  onu  ent  a  no  atorum 
perv  ca  et  nob  1  um  quorundam  \  ot  ntia  laxata  acmt;  dum 
yu  dam  e  mm  str  a  regiam  n  ecclet.  ast  0  a  autho  t  tern  tecte 
jmpugnai'ent,  Eacramentorum  administration  em  a  verb!  praedi- 
catione  seiungerent,  novoa  ritus  pro  arbitiio  in  privatis  aedibus 
usnrparent,  Liturgiam,  Sacramentorum  administrationem  eon- 
stitutam  ut  Bat;ris  literia  in  quibnsdam  contraria  et  episcoporum 
vocalionem  omnino  damnarent ;  ideoque  templa  adire  recuaarent, 
et  plane  schisma  facerent,  Pontificiis  plaudentibus  multosque 
in  suaa  partes  pertrabentibua,  quaai  nulla  eaaefc  in  Ecoleaia 
Anglicana  unitas  . . .  Nee  hi  solum  domi  Eocleaiam  esagitavunt, 
Bed  etiam  foraa  qui  ex  bis  prodiemnt,  Eobertua  Brownus 
Cantabrigienais  in  theologia  tyro,  a  quo  novi  aectarii  Bfownistae 
dicti,  et  RicharduB  Harrisonus  e  trivio  paedagogua.  Hi  enim 
es  Buo  apiritu  de  re  religionis  iudicaie  auei,  libris  hao  tempestate 
in  Zelandia  editia,  et  per  Angliam  dispersia,  Ecclesiam  Angli- 
canam  quasi  nuUam  damnarunt,  multoque  novi  achismatia 
laqueia  irretieruut ;  quamvis  eoram  libri  regia  autboritate 
prohihiti  et  ab  eruditia  nervoae  confutati  unuaque  et  alter  e 
eectariis  ad  S.  Edmundi,  estremo  aupplicio  affeotL 

Catiulen,  Aniialee,  I.  p.  346,  s.  a.  1583, 

16.   Wkitgiff'a  articles  touching  p-eof/iers  and  other  orders  for 
the  Church',  1583. 

I.  That  the  laws  late  made  ugainat  the  recusanta  be  put  in 
more  due  es6cution,  couaidering  the  benefit  that  hath  grown 
nnto  the  Church  thereby,  where  they  have  been  executed,  and 
the  encouragement  which  they  and  othera  do  receive  by  remiss 
executing  thereof. 

n.  That  all  preaching,  reading,  catechising  and  other  such 
like  exercises  in  private  places  and  families  whereunto  others 
do  resort,  being  not  of  the  same  family,  be  utterly  inhibited  . .  . 

>Strype,TFfti(3i/5;,  I.  328,  sap  of  these :  '  In  the  month  of  Sept'.  [1583] 
divera  guod  articles  were  drawn  up  and  agreed  upon  by  himself  [the  aroh- 
hisliop]  and  the  rest  of  the  biabopa  of  hia  province,  and  signed  by  them. 
Which  the  Queen  also  allowed  of,  and  gave  her  royal  aasent  unto,  to  give 
them  the  greater  authority,' 
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III.  That  none  be  permitted  to  preacli,  read  or  catechise  in 
the  church  or  elsewhere  unleEs  he  do  four  times  in  the  year  at 
least  say  service  and  minister  the  sacraments  according  to  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer. 

IV.  That  all  preachers  acd  otTiers  in  ecclesiastical  orders  do 
at  all  times  wear  and  use  such  kind  of  apparel  as  is  prescribed 
unto  them  hy  the  book  of  Advertiaemeuts  and  ber  Majesty's 
Injunctions  anno  pri'mo. 

V.  That  Eone  he  permitted  to  preach  or  interpret  the  Scrip- 
tures unless  he  be  a  priest  or  deacon  at  the  least,  admitted 
thereunto  according  to  the  laws  of  this  realm. 

VI.  That  none  be  permitted  to  preach,  read,  catechise, 
minister  the  sacraments  or  to  execute  any  other  ecclesiastical 
function  ,  ,  ,  unless  he  first  consent  and  subscribe  to  these 
ai-ticles  following  .  , ,  videlicet ; 

(a)  That  her  Majesty,  under  God,  hath  and  ought  to  have 
the  sovereignty  and  rule  over  all  manner  of  persons  bom 
within  ber  realms,  dominions  and  countries,  of  what  estate 
ecclesiastical  or  temporal  soever  they  be ;  and  that  no  foreign 
power,  pi'elftte,  state  or  potentate  hath  or  ought  to  have  any 
jurisdiction  ,  .  .  authority  ecclesiastical  or  temporal '  within 
her  Majesty's  said  realms,  dominions  and  countries. 

(6)  That  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  and  of  ordering  bishops, 
priests  and  deacons  containeth  nothing  in  it  contrary  to  the 
word  of  Grod,  and  that  the  same  may  lawfully  be  used,  and  that 
he  himself  will  use  the  form  of  the  said  book  presciibed  in 
public  prayer  and  administration  of  the  sacraments,  and  none 

[o)  That  he  alloweth  the  book  of  Articles  of  Eeligion,  agreed 
upon  by  the  archbishops  and  bishops  in  both  provinces  and  the 
wfaole  clergy  in  the  Convocation  holden  at  London  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  God  1563  and  set  forth  by  her  Majesty's  autliority, 
and  that  he  helieveth  all  the  articles  therein  contained  to  be 
agreeable  to  the  word  of  God, 

Jo,  Cant.  Jo.  London.  Jo.  Sakum, 

Ed.  Peteieueg.     Tho.  Lincoln.  Edm.  Noe^vich. 

Jo.  EoFFEM.  Tho.  Exon,  Maemad.  Mbnbven. 

Strspe,  W&itgifi,  I.  pp.  228-233 ;  Reff.  I,  WliHgi/t. 
'  Bpixitual  (Cardtoell,  tcom  Meg.  1,  Whilgift). 
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17.  Lord  Bur ghlen  to  Archbishop  Wiiigift,  1584. 
It  may  please  your  Grace,  I  am  sorry  to  trouble  yoa  so  often 
as  I  do,  but  I  am.  more  troubled  myself,  not  only  with  many 
private  petitions  of  sundry  ministers,  recommended  from  persons 
of  credit  for  peaceable  persons  in  tbeir  ministry,  and  yet  by 
complaints  to  your  Grace  and  other  yoor  colleagues  in  commis'^ 
eion  greatly  troubled  ;  but  also  I  am  now  daily  charged  by 
councillors  and  public  persons  to  neglect  my  duty  in  not  stay- 
ing these  your  Grace's  proceedings  so  vehement  aad  so  general 
against  ministers  and  preachers,  as  the  Papists  are  thereby 
generally  encouraged,  all  ill-disposed  subjects  animated,  and 
thereby  the  Queen's  Majesty's  safety  endangered  . .  .  Bat  now, 
my  good  Lord,  by  chance  I  am  come  to  the  sight  of  and  instru- 
ment of  twenty-four  articles '  of  great  length  and  curiosity, 
found  in  a  Eomish  style,  to  examine  all  manner  of  ministers  in 
this  time,  without  distinction  of  persons.  Which  articles  are 
entitled,  Apid  Lamhiih,  May  1584,  (0  he  executed  ex  officio  mero, 
&c.  .  . .  "Which  I  have  read,  and  find  so  curiously  penned,  so 
full  of  branches  and  cucumstances,  as  I  think  the  inquisitors  of 
Spain  use  not  eo  many  questions  to  comprehend  and  to  trap 
theii  piejs  I  Lnon  jour  canonists  can  defend  these  with  al! 
their  perticels,  but  surely,  under  yout  Grace's  correction,  this 
judicial  and  canonical  isifting  of  poor  mmisfers  is  not  to  edify 
or  reform  And,  in  chanty,  I  think  they  ought  not  to  answer 
to  all  the^e  nii,e  points,  except  they  weie  very  notorious 
offenders  m  papistiy  01  heresy  Now  my  good  Lord,  forbear 
with  my  scribbling.  I  write  mth  a  testimony  of  a  good  con- 
science, I  desire  the  peace  of  the  Church.  I  desire  concord 
and  unity  in  tfce  exercise  of  our  religion.  I  favour  no  sensual 
and  wilful  recusants.  But  I  conclude  that,  according  to  my 
simple  judgment,  this  kind  of  proceeding  is  too  much  savouring 

'  Printed  in  tie  Appendix  to  Stri/pe't  Whitgifi,  III.  p.  8l  (Book  III, 
Ko.  IV)  \ci.id.l.  p.  368.  These  artiolea,  dated  May,  i£84,  obliged  the 
eiaiainee  to  declare,  amnng  otlier  things,  that  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer 
contained  nothii^  repugnant  to  scripture,  and  to  state  whether  he  had 
refueed  to  wear  the  enrplicB  or  to  nee  the  sign  of  the  cross  iu  baptism,  the 
nng  in  marriage,  and  IJie  form  of  words  preecribed  in  burial,  'whether  he 
had  adliBi'eii  atriotly  in  all  respects  to  the  form  of  sertioe  prescribed  in  the 
Prajer-Book,  whether  he  had  sobneribed  to  the  three  articles  demanded  of 
"     ■  ■      a  (see  above,  WMtijiffa  Articles,  VI,),  &o. 
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of  the  Eomish  inquisition  and  la  rather  a  device  t»  seek  fcr 
offenders  thin  to  reform  •xkj  This  is  not  the  charitibte 
liiBtruction  that  I  thnaght  was  intended  It  may  be,  as  I 
=»id,  the  canonists  mav  maintain  this  pioi'eeding  hy  rules  of 
their  laws,  but  though  omnia  h,  ent  yet  ontitia  non  expediuiU 
Pnmo  Juliij  1584.     \our  Grace  e  at  commandment, 

W.  Cecixi.. 
Strt/pe,  WJiiigi/t,  III.  pp.  104-107;  cf.  id.  I.  p,  ;ii. 

18.  AreTibishop  Wkitgift  to  Lord  Burghky,  1584. 

My  singular  good  Lord,  In  the  very  beginning  of  this  action 
and  so  from  time  to  time,  I  have  made  your  Loi'dship  acquainted 
with  all  my  doings  . .  .  Touching  the  twenty-four  articles  which 
your  Lordship  seemeth  so  much  to  mislike,  ...  I  cannot  but 
greatly  marvel  at  your  Lordship's  vehement  speeches  against 
them  (I  hope  without  cause),  seeing  it  is  the  ordinary  course 
in  other  courts  likewise  :  as  in  the  Star-Chamber,  the  Court  of 
the  Marches,  and  other  places.  And  {without  offence  be  it 
spoken)  I  think  these  articles  to  be  more  tolerable,  and  better 
agreeing  with  the  rule  of  justice  and  charity,  and  less  captious, 
than  those  in  other  courts  .  . ,  And,  therefore,  I  see  no  cause 
why  our  judicial  and  canonical  proceedings  in  this  point  should 
be  misliked  . .  . 

Your  I-ordebip  sayetb  that  these  articles  are  devised.  [Sec.]. 
The  like  may  be  said  of  the  like  orders  in  other  courts  also  ,  ,  . 
I  have  not  dealt  as  yet  with  any  hut  such  as  have  refused  to 
aubsciibe  and  given  taauifest  tokens  of  contempt  of  orders  and 
laws  .  .  .  Neither  hath  any  man  tlius  been  examined  which  hath 
not  before  been  conferred  with  ...  I  know  your  Lordship 
desireth  the  peace  of  the  Church,  but  how  is  it  possible  to  he 
procured,  after  so  long  liberty  and  lack  of  discipline,  if  a  few 
persons,  so  meanly  qualified  as  most  of  them  are,  should  be 
countenanced  against  the  whole  state  of  the  clergy  of  greatest 
account  for  learning,  steadiness,  wisdom,  religion  and  honesty . . . 

From  Croydon,  3  July,  1384.  To  your  Lordship  most 
bound  Jo.  Cantuae. 

Stripe,  Whitgift,  III.  pp.  107-iiJi  of.  id.  L  pp.  317-334. 
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19.  Petition  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  ecclesiastical  reform, 

1584- 

The  humble  petitions'^  of  the  Commons  of  the  Lower  Houw 

of  Parliament  to  be  offered  to  the  consideration  ol  the  ns^ht 

honourable  the   lords   spiritual   and  temporal  of  the  Higher 

(i)  Where  by  a  statnte'  made  the  thirteeiith  of  her  Majesty's 
reign  it  was  enacted,  That  none  should  be  made  a  minister 
unless  he  should  be  able  to  answer  and  render  to  the  ordi™ry 
an  account  of  his  faith  in  Latin,  according  to  certain  articks  ' 
Bet  forth  in  a  synod  holden  in  the  year  1562*  and  mentioned  in 
tlie  said  statute  or  have  special  gift  and  ability  to  l"e  a  preacher" 
it  may  pleas    tl       h      ur  bl    1    d  hip   to  d     wb  th      t 

were  meet  tl         dndtlt        ray       b        Intk 
into  the  min  ty  thmli  £th       ttte       db        t 

qualified  accord    t(ttht        m  dttfth 

he  within  a  c  mp  t     ttm         p     Idfntthm     'ity 

(z)  That  wl  yn  d  h  Id  n        tb  '575    t  w 

provided",  Tht       1  Im       trshti        mdb        j 

bishops  should      t  f    m  1         t  rth  b      d     tt  d  t 
spiritual   fun  t  t        yllkth        Idlptd 

■whether  so  in     j  as  h        h  tl   t  f         ad     tt  d 

trary  to  the  f    m    f  th  t      t    1      b  11  b    w  h  t    t 

time  removed         1  th  t  f     1   tt         pla    t  f  tl   t      t    1 

such  be  taken  f       nlea      d        h        tj^lhd  d        to 

the  statute  h  f  t  d 

(3)  .  .  .  Tl    t  h       ft      b     dm  tt  d  t    th    m        n  b  t 

snch  as  shall  V        fti       tlf        hdthfttopfm 
high  and  so  t        h    g  1  tl    t  1         p    fi     Ily 

allowed  asp  qhfid  dgtth      ttt      fth 

thirteenth   of  h       fil  j    ty  hi  t  d    b  t       th 

'  In  the  fif      P    1  f  11  h         on 

presented  to  H    »e     f  m  d  f 

changes  desired     y  P  0       6  Dec  4,  ee 

was  appointed  no  f         S      M  Idm  y  ed  h  ts 

of  these  petidi       inar  h       mhb        dbf        hH 

Lords,  with  tlij         f  u.        bbhHes        Ii  ares 

were  drawn  up  h  coninu  D        a 

'  Stat.  13EIU.  II. 
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dejiberate  examination  of  their  knowledge  and  esereise  in  the 
lialy  scriptures  answerable  to  the  true  meaning  of  that  statute. 

(4)  Further,  That  for  so  much  as  it  is  prescrihed  in  the 
f(?rm  of  ordering  ministers  that  the  Usliops  with  the  priests 
present  shall  lay  their  hands  severally  upon  tlie  head  of  every  one 
tjhat  receiveth  orders,  without  mention  of  any  certain  number  of 
piiests  that  shall  be  present;  and  that  in  a  statute 'made  in 
the  twenty-first  of  King  Henry  the  Eighth  it  is  affirmed  that 
'a  bishop  must  occupy  six  chaplains  in  giving  of  orders  ;  it  may 
be  considered  whether  it  may  he  meet  to  provide  that  no 
bishop  ghall  ordain  any  minister  of  the  word  and  sacraments, 
but  with  the  assistance  of  six  other  ministers  at  the  least,  and 
thereto  such  orly  be  chosen  as  be  of  good  report  for  their  life, 
learned,  continually  resiant  upon  their  benefices  with  cure  .  .  , 

(5)  ...  That  none  bo  admitted  to  be  a  minister  of  the  word 
and  sacraments  but  in  a  benefice  having  cure  of  souls  then 
vacant  in  the  diocese  of  such  a  bishop  as  is  to  admit  him,  or  to 
some  place  certain  where  sneh  minister  to  be  made  is  offered  to 
be  entertained  a  preacher,  or  such  graduates  as  shall  be  at  the 
time  of  their  admission  into  the  ministry  placed  in  some  fellow- 
ship or  scholarship  within  the  Universities,  or  at  the  least  that 
trill  he  made  of  this  order  for  such  time  \s  to  their  honors' 
w   d  ms  sh  11  be  fhouf^ht    onvenient 

(6)  ihat  n  ne  he  in  tit  ted  to  anv  henefi  e  w  th  core 
of  souls  or  received  to  be  c  rite    n  any  charge  v  thout    ome 

ump  tent  noti  e  lefore  given  to  the  parish  where  tl  ey  si  II 
take  the  r  ch  rge  and  some  rea'onaHe  t  me  allowed  where  n  t 
mavbe  Uwful  to  icl  as  can  1  sco  er  any  defect  n  co  veraat  on 
of  1  fe  n  the  perso  vl  s  to  be  BO  placed  as  is  afore  a  d  to 
come  and  olject  tl  e  san  e 

(7)  Thit  for  the  encouragement  of  many  des  rons  to  ente 
nto    the   m  n  at  -y  hereifter      o  oath     r  aubse  ipt    n   1  e 

tcndere  I  to  a  y  that  to  enter  into  tl  e  n  1  stry  or  to  a  y 
becehce  w  th  cure  or  to  any  pHce  of  p  eaching  but  suci  0  Iv 
as  le  exfr  ssly  prefer  bed  by  the  statutes  of  th  s  realm  av  n 
that  t  si  all  be  lawful  for  every  ordma  y  f  0  t  y  aiiy  min  te 
presented  to  any  I  enefi  e  w  th  n  h  3  d  ocese  by  h  s  oath,  whether 
he  18  to  enuer  coirupfly  or  incorruptly  into  the  same. 
'  It  dora  not  appear  what  statute  ia  referred  to. 
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(8)  Whereas  Bundry  miniatera  of  this  realm,  diligent  in  their 
calling  and  of  good  conversation  and  life,  have  of  late  years 
been  .  .  .  molested  by  some  esercising  ectlesiastica!  jurisdiction, 
for  omitting  small  portions  or  some  ceremony  prescribed  in  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer, . . .  [thatj  such  ministers  as  in  tie  public 
service  of  the  Church  and  the  administration  of  the  sacraments 
do  use  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  allowed  in  the  statutes  of 
this  realm,  and  none  other,  be  not  from  henceforth  called  in 
que&tion  for  omissions  or  changes  of  some  portions  or  rite,  as 
is  aforesaid,  so  their  doings  therein  be  void  of  contempt. 

(9)  That,  forasmuch  as  it  is  no  small  discouragement  to  many 
that  they  see  such  as  be  already  in  the  ministry  openly  dis- 
graced by  ofBciala  and  commis&aries,  who  daily  call  them  to 
their  courts  to  answer  compUints  of  their  doctrine  and  life  or 
bieach  of  orders  prescribed  by  the  ecclesiastical  laws  and 
statutes  of  this  realm,  it  may  please  the  reverend  fathers,  our 
archbishops  and  bishops,  to  take  to  their  own  hearings,  with 
such  grave  assistance  as  shall  be  thought  meet,  the  causes  of 
complaint  made  against  any  known  preacher  within  their 
diocepe  .  .  . 

(10)  It  may  also  please  the  said  reverend  fathers  to  extend 
their  charitable  favour  to  such  known  godly  and  learned 
preachers  as  have  been  suspended  or  deprived  for  no  public 
ofFence  of  Hfe,  but  only  for  refusal  to  subscribe  to  such  articles 
as  lately  have  been  tendered  in  diverse  parte  of  the  realm  or 
for  such  like  things,  that  they  may  be  restored  to  their  former 
charges  or  places  of  preaching,  or  at  the  least  set  at  liberty  to 
preach  where  tliey  iliay  be  hereafter  called. 

(i  i)  Further,  that  it  may  please  the  reverend  fathers  aforesaid 
to  forbear  their  examinations  ex  officio  mero  of  godlyand  learned 
preachers,  not  detected  unto  them  for  open  offence  of  life  or 
for  public  maintaining  of  apparent  error  in  doctrine ;  and  only 
to  deal  with  them  for  such  matters  as  shall  be  detected  in 
them.  And  that  also  her  Majesty's  commissioners  for  causes 
ecclesiastical  be  required,  if  it  shall  so  seem  good,  to  forbear  the 
like  proceeding  against  such  preachers,  and  not  to  call  any  of 
them  out  of  the  diocese  where  he  dwelleth,  except  for  some 
notable  offence,  for  reformation  whereof  their  aid  shall  be  re- 
quired by  the  ordinary  of  the  said  preachers. 
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(12)  Item,  That  for  the  better  increase  of  knowledge  of  such 
as  shall  be  ercpioyed  in  the  ministrj ...  it  may  be  permitted  to 
the  rainiaters  of  every  archdeaconry  ...  to  have  some  common 
exercises  and  conferences  among  themselves  to  be  limited  and 
prescribed  by  their  ordinaries  .  .  . 

(  3)  Wl  mpl  ■  f    m  a      f  tl       b         f         HI        'a 

t  tmy|l        J       Idhpt  1        Itl  m 

b  11  m  ffht      t  1  tly  fra      d  t    th       ff    t  Th  t 

h        g       1       St     1  ]       d    t         1    11  y  TO  tt 

hth  th  hftmtdg  p 

y        t  f  mm  t  d  th  t   i      tl  t  m 

typ  dpd       bf       thmtlllhlfl 

1     p  h  iy    ont  ma.         d         t     d  h 

p  bl   1  1  f   p  h  d  t  th    p    ty   h  11      b 

bm  t  h  m    If  Ih     f    ty  d  \s,  th       t    1   11  b    1     f  1  to 

signify  his  contumacy  in  such  manner  and  sort  and  to  such  court 
as  heretofoi-e  hath  been  used  for  persons  so  long  standing  excom- 
mnnieate ;  and  that  upon  such  certificate  a  writ  de  coritvmaee 

petd      h  11  b    aw    d  d    f  I'k    f  a    th     wr't  d 

ex    m  at     amend 

(  4)  N      rtl   1        i  ra         h         t  th       t  lu    t  tl   t 

th    Ch      h    h     11  b    1  ft  w  th    t  tl  f         mm 

t         tmybpvildthtf  mus      m      as  t 

d  It    y       1       h  1  k     tl        m    h  ted  b    th  d 

jth        thbhpthml        wthtl  t.  fgr 

j        n  1      by    fh      p  r^  n      f      11  ncf  n  th     h      h  w   h 

Ik  ist  d  w  th        h     th  d      t  upo 

d  1 1  rat         h  U  b     h  d       d    f      d      t  by  h        11 

mm  <«■  ffi     1         1    thb  1 

(  5)Wh      1  t  i  ff  th     hu    h 

adb  nthtflg      tmlttd      fth  Imd  t 

t       t  d   t  th  th  t  t  m     h  th        m 

y  b      11       d    an  hardly  bed         d  tmytl       f       b 

n   d      d    bj   th        I  11     !    d  h  p      wh  th        t   v 

more  convenient  or  necessary  that  the  use  of  them  were  utterly 
removed  out  of  the  Churih ;  and  so  likewiee  of  plui-alities. 

(16)  But,  howsoever  it  shall  be  thought  convenient  to  order 
these  faculties,  .  .  .  may  it  please  their  lordships  to  consider, 
whether  it  were  expedient  to  provide  that  none  now  having 
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licence  of  non-residence  .  .  .  Bliall  hereafter  be  permitted  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  such  licence,  except  he  depute  an  able  and 
sufficient  preacher  to  serve  the  cure,  and  that  no  curate  bj  him 
placed  be  suffered  to  continue  in  his  service  of  that  cure, 
except  he  he  of  safficient  ability  to  preach  and  doth  weekly 
teach  that  congregation  and  perform  the  other  duties  of  in- 
structing the  youtli  in  the  catechism  required  by  her  Majesty's 
injunctions  in  that  behalf. 

Slrype't  Whitgifl,  III.  pp.  118-134,  2yEiBe£  Joumah  pp.  3S7-9i 
cf.  id.  pp.  359,  360. 

20.  Purilan  Petition  to  the  Queen,  1585. 

Certain  hum.ble  petitions^,  which  are  in  most  humble  manner 
to  be  presented  to  the  godly  consideration  of  our  sovereign  lady 
Queeu  Elizabeth  . .  . 

IX.  . . .  That  every  archbishop  and  bishop  of  this  Church  . , . , 
if  it  be  found  ,  .  .  that  the  office  of  the  archbishop  or  bishop,  as 
it  is  now,  is  both  necessary  and  profitable  for  the  Church  .  .  . , 
shall  have  aisitmed  unto  him  by  the  same  authority  by 
which  he  IB  chosen  archbishop  or  bishop  eight,  ten,  twelve,  or 
more  pieach  ng  pistors  doclois  and  deicona  such  as  are  resi- 
dent on  their  own  parishes  and  charges  within  his  and  their 
diOLC  e  together  w  th  some  othet  gia\e  and  godly  men  of 
worship  Or  ju=t  ces  of  peace  within  thit  shire,  in  such  a 
ceitaiB  number  as  shall  bo  thought  good  to  the  Queen  and  her 
council  whii-h  ma(  be  ass  tfant  to  him  and  that  the  said 

archbishop  and  b  shop  shall  nifh  them  and  by  their  counsel, 
advise  and  consent  1  ear  and  deteimme  every  cause  eccle- 
s  as  a  w  h  now  used  to  be  heard  before  any  archbishop 
and  b  r     d  nary 

\    And    h  every  pastor  le  ilent   on  his   charge  .  .  . 

h  by  h  d  s  and  direction  of  the  bishop  of  the  diocese, 
ad   of  h  s   a        ates,   present   to   the    said   bishop   and  his 

Th      p  n    ppears  to  have  been  laid  before  the  Houae  of  Lords 

h  rt      b  joui-nmetit  on  ai  Dec,  I584.     The  hoiAa  deferred 

h  w         11        Feb.,  1585,     The  Lord  Treasnrer  then  declared  that 

m         h     rt  ppeared  to  the  Lords  to  be  anaecesBarj,  while  others 

p       d  d  for. 
'  This  petition  is  eajd  by  Strjpe   (_Annah,  Y.  p.   310)  to  have  bean 
endorsed  by  Lord  Bui^hley,  '  Mr  aimpsou'a  book  to  the  parliament.' 
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asaociatea,  four  'ix  or  eirht  inhibit iiits  of  liis  parish  such,  as 
shall  he  tiiouffht  meet  to  he  the  tssociite?  and  seniors  .  .  , 
with  the  snid  pastor,  to  govern  his  said  jiarish  with  iiira;  to 
hear  and  order  with  him  such  guairels,  offences,  and  disorders 
in  life  and  manners  as  should  be  among  the  =tme  pan^hionera. 
And  if  the  causes  and  quarrels  ...  be  such  that  tLe  same 
pastor  and  his  afsociates  or  seniors  cannot  determine  the  same, 
.  . .  then  shall  the  said  pastor  .  .  .  bring  the  said  cause  before 
the  bishop  of  the  diocese  and  the  elders,  which  are  to  him 


XIII.  That  no  one  bishop  do  hereafter  proceed  in  admitting 
or  depriving  of  any  pastor  by  his  sole  authority,  nor  in  excom- 
mu        t  y  f    Ity  I  m     I    1      g       y  1  rs 

that  mm  td  mthddig       ddtm 

of  a  y  1        t     !  w  th     t  th      d  d  t     f 

the    f       aid  d  t     j        d      th  I 

XIV  M  th  t    t   h  11      t  h    1     f  1  f         y 
to  app    1  f    m  th         t  and  j  dgm    t    f  th    b   h  p 

with  tl       d  1  d         b  fc      ly  t    th  t  p  1 

syn  d 

XV  A  d  th  t.  t  m  y  b  1  wf  1  f  th  p  1  m  d 
being  11  d  1  y  tl  Q  to  dm  t  ly  pp  1  m  d 
...dtog             t           pt.         Fmtlwll         t 

of  th    p  1    y     d   t    1   1!       t  b    I  wf  1  f  m      t 

app    1         1    t      ly  t  t       1       d  1  1    E  th 

XVI  Tht  h  p  lydb  11  d  yy 
one  1  tb  m  th  p  f  C  t  h  y  d  1  f  1  k 
And  th  t  t  I  1  1  f  th  !  1  E 
hah       diht  hlld            hf 

jea       byth     Q  h      h            d                              A  d  th  t 

ttom  h     Lef    th  tl  y      ly    J     d             t             d         t     k  jt 

ord       ily  f      m  y  b     th        1         th     ty     f        hb  h  p 

bish  p          hd  h        11       [&  1  d 

XMI          Th  t  th       tl           d        hb   h  p                   tl 

bish  p           d    h  ft       b>  th          1        d  p       t         ti      t 

mak        dpllh  yj      tnst      h£,li               hi 
gov       m     t 

i\IV   Th  t  J   y    d  h       ft     to  be     1!  d 
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the  bi'hops,  deans  archdeacons,  clerks,  and  auch  as  shall  be 
called  by  oider  tn  the  synod,  do  all  sit  together  brotherly  in 
one  house,  ind  that  they  do  choose  one  of  themselves  to  he  the 
■nwdeialor  or  prolocutor  of  the  synod  . .  .  That  there  may  be 
also  by  the  appointment  of  (he  Queen  and  her  council,  joined  to 
them,  to  sit  with  them  in  the  synod  or  convocation,  some  other 
godly  learcpd  men  which  are  not  in  the  order  of  the  ministry, 

.  to  gi\e  their  consent  to  the  conclusions  which  shall  he 
made. 

XXIX. .  . .  And  to  the  end  that  the  said  bishops  may  here- 
after do  that  office  which  shall  he  committed  to  them  the  more 
sincerely,  we  desire  that  all  they  . . .  may  be  deiivei-ed  from  the 
burden  of  all  worldly  pomp,  honour  and  charge ;  . .  .  and  that 
they  also  be  set  so  free  from  the  administration  of  all  civil 
causes  and  offices,  that  they  may  wisely  apply  themselves  to  the 
labour  of  the  gospel  and  ecclesiastical  function  in  diligence  and 
sincerity  .  .  .  Stiype,  Anncdi,  VI.  pp.  278-29; ;  ot  V.  p.  320. 

21.  The  Queen's  speech  in  ParliameTU^^S^. 
My  Lords  and  ye  of  the  Lower  House :  No  prince  herein, 
I  confess,  can  he  surer  tied  or  faster  bound  than  I  am  with  the 
link  of  your  good  will,  and  can  for  that  but  yield  a  heart  and  a 
head  to  seek  for  ever  all  your  best ;  yet  one  matter  toucheth 
me  so  near,  as  1  may  Dot  overskip,  religion,  the  ground  on 
which  all  other  matters  ought  to  take  root,  and  being  cor- 
rupted may  mar  all  the  tree.  And  that  there  be  some  fault- 
finders with  the  Order  of  the  Clergy,  which  so  many  make  a 
slander  to  myself  and  the  Church,  whose  over-ruler  God  hatli 
made  me ;  whose  negligence  cannot  be  excused,  if  any  schisms 
or  enxirs  heretical  were  sufEered :  thus  much  I  must  say,  that 
some  faults  and  negligences  may  grow  and  he,  as  in  all  other 
great  charges  it  happeneth,  and  what  vocation  without^  All 
which  if  you  my  Lords  of  the  Clergy  do  not  amend,  I  mean  to 
depose  you.  Look  ye  therefore  well  to  your  charges.  This 
may  he  amended  without  heedless  or  open  exclamations  .  .  . 
I  see  many  over-hold  with  God  Almighty,  making  too  many\ 
subtle  scannings  of  His  blessed  will,  as  lawyers  do  with  human] 
.,  testaments.  The  presumption  is  so  great,  as  I  may  not  suffer 
'  Made  on  the  occasioB  of  proroguing  parliament,  29  March,  15S5. 
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it  {yet  nimil  I  not  hereby  to  animate  Eomanifcta  wIiilIi  what 
adverinnes  they  be  to  mine  estite  is  sufBciently  knortn) 
nor  tolerate  new  fan^ledness  I  mean  to  guide  them  both  by 
Gods  holy  true  rile  In  both  parts  be  penis  and  tt  the  latter 
I  must  pronounce  them  dangeious  to  a  kiuEtlj  rule  to  Laie 
every  man,  accordmg  to  his  own  ceisuie  to  mike  a  doom  of 
the  validity  and  pnvitj  of  hia  princes  Qovemment  with  a 
common  \eil  and  coyer  of  Gods  worl  whose  Jolloners  mu  t  not 
be  jodged  but  by  private  mens  exposition.  God  defend  you 
from  such  a  ruler  that  so  evil  will  guide  you. 

D'Etcei  Joumali,  p.  328. 

23.  CuTums  of  I Q84-5. 
Articuli  per  .  .  .  clerum  Cantuariensis  provinciae  in  synodo 
inchoata  Londini  [24  Nov.  1584J  .  . .  stabiliti,  et  regia  auctori- 
tate  approbate  et  confirm  ati. 

IV.  Be  quibusdam  circa  excoimaunicattoneni  excesaibus 
cosrcendis  sive  reforniandis. 
(i)  Quia  excommunicationis  nsus  in  eccleeia  perpetuae  legis 
yigorem  iam  obtinuit .  .  ,  ideo  absque  graiidi  mutatione  tatius 
eiusce  iurisdictionia  et  plurimaiiini  huius  legni  legum  innoyari 
vel  alterarl  neqtiit ;  nihilominus,  ut  excommunicatio,  c[uae 
auctoritatis  ac  disciplinae  ecclesiastieae  quasi  neryus  quidam  ac 
vinculum  habendum  est,  ad  pristinum  soum  usnm,  decna  et 
dignitatem  reducatur ;  cautum  est  ut  quotiescunque  cenaura 
ista  in  immediatam  poenam  cuiusvis  notoriae  baereseos,  achis- 
matis,  simoniae,  periurii,  usurae,  incestus,  adulterii  Beu  gra- 
yioris  aliouiua  crirainis  yenerit  infligenda,  sententia  ipsa  per 
arcbiepiscopum,  episcopuni,  decanum,  archidiaconum  vel  prae- 
bendariura  (modo  sacris  ordinibua  et  ecclesiastica  iurisdictione 
praeditus  fuerit)  in  propria  persona  pronunciabitur,  una  cum 
eiusraodi  frequentia  et  assistentia  quae  ad  maiorem  rei  auctori- 
tatem  conciliandam  conducere  yidebitur. 

V.  De  beneficiorwm  plwraHtate  cohibenda. 

Quod  nemini  in  posterum  facultas  sive  indulgentia  conce- 

detur  de  pluribua  beneficiia  simul  retinendis,  niti  huiusmodi 

tautum,  qui  pro  eruditione  sua  et  maxirae  digni  .  .  .  cense- 
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bimtur;  nimirum,  ut  is  qui  tuiusmodi  facultate  fruiturus 
est,  sit  ad  minimum  itrtium  magister  et  publicus  ac  idoueus 
verbi  diviui  concionator ;  ita  tamen  ut  idonea  etiam  cantione 
obstrictaa  teueatur,  de  personal!  sua  residentia  in  singulis 
beneficiis  per  bonam  anni  cniusqae  partem  facienda,  et  quod 
eiusmodi  benefieia  triginta  milliarium  spatio  ad  summum  non 
distent  abinvioem.  Deuique  quod  idoaeum  curaium  habeat, 
qui  plebem  eius  parochiae,  in  qua  non  residebit,  inatituat  ac 
informet,  modo  facultates  eiusdem  beneficii  talem  commode 
Bustinere  posse  archiepiscopo  vel  eius  dioeceaeos  episcopo  vide- 
bnntur  .  .  . 

23.  Doctaines  of  the  Independents. 

(i)  . . .  Amongst  whom  there  were  Tery  forward  to  the  like 
presumption  Heury  Barrow,  gentleman,  and  John  Greenwood, 
clerk,  who  were  convented  before  the  High  Conimissioners  for 
Causes  Ecclesiastical  in  November,  15S7  [1586],  for  their 
Bchismatical  and  seditious  opinions,  namely,  that  our  Church 
is  no  Church,  or  at  the  least  no  true  Church ;  yielding  these 
reasons  therefore,  That  the  worship  of  the  English  Church  is 
flat  idolatry :  that  we  admit  into  our  Church  persons  unsanc- 
tified :  that  our  preachers  have  no  lawful  calling :  that  our 
government  is  ungodly :  that  no  bishop  or  preacher  preaeheth 
Chri&t  sincerely  and  truly :  that  the  people  of  every  parish 
ought  to  choose  their  bishop,  and  that  every  elder,  though  he 
be  no  doctor  nor  pastor,  is  a  bishop ;  that  all  the  precise  v/hieh 
refuse  the  ceremonies  of  the  Church  and  yet  preach  in  the 
same  Church,  strain  a  gnat  and  swallow  a  camel  and  are  close 
hypocrites  and  walk  in  a  left-handed  policy,  as  Master  Cart- 
wright  :  . .  .  that  set  prayer  is  blasphemous. 

PaaU'i  Life  of  Wh-itgifi,  1612,  p.  43, 

(b)  Q.  Whether  be  thinketh  that  any  Liturgies  .  .  ,  may  be 
imposed  upon  the  Church  .  .  A  A.  \  find  in  the  word  of  God 
no  such  authority  given  to  aay  man,  neither  such  liturgies 
prescribed  or  used  in  the  primitive  Churches ;  and  therefore 
hold  it  high  presumption  to  impose  any  one  devised  Apo- 
crypha prayer  upon  the  Church  ...  I  think  the  Queen's 
Majesty  supreme  governor  of  the  whole  land,  and  over  the 
Church  also,  bodies  and  goods;  but  I  thinlc  that  no  prince  ,  .  . 
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neither  the  Church  itself,  may  make  any  laws  for  the  Church 
otlier  than  Cirist  hath  already  left  in  his  word.  ,  .  .  The  holy 
government  of  Christ  belongeth  not  to  the  profane  or  un- 
Iwlieving  ,  .  ,  \mi  over  every  particular  congregation  of  Christ 
've  OTigM  to  be  an  eldership,  and  every  euch  congregation 
1.     '■        their  uttermost  power  to  endeavour  thereunto. 

Barrowe'e  Examinatioa !  Sari.  Mite.  ed.  174S,  IV.  p.  332, 

(3)  Tiii^y  [the  magistrates]  may  do  nothing  concerning  tlie 
Church,  but  only  civilly  and  as  civil  magistrates  :  that  is,  they 
have  not  that  authority  over  the  Church  as  to  he  prophets  or 
priests  or  spiritual  kings,  as  they  are  magistrates  overtlie  same, 
hut  only  to  rule  the  commonwealth  in  all  outward  justice,  to 
maintain  the  right  welfare  and  honour  thereof  with  outward 
power,  hodily  punishment  and  civil  forcing  of  men.  And 
therefore  also,  hecause  the  Church  is  in  a  commonwealth,  it  is 
of  their  charge  :  that  is,  concerning  the  outward  provision  and 
outward  justice,  they  are  to  look  to  it ;  but  to  compel  religion, 
to  plant  churches  by  power,  and  to  force  a  subndsalon  to  eccle- 
siastical government  by  laws  and  penalties  belongeth  not  to 
them 

The  Church  planted  or  gathered  is  a  company  or  numher  of 
Christians  or  believers,  which,  by  a  willing  covenant  made 
with  their  God,  are  under  the  government  of  God  and  Christ 
and  keep  his  laws  in  one  holy  communion  ;  because  Christ  hath 
ledeemed  them  unto  holiness  and  happiness  for  ever,  fojm 
which  they  were  fallen  by  the  sin  of  Adam. 

Worhs  of  Hoberi  Bromne  (^quoted  hy  Dexter,  Congregatiaaaliam, 
pp.  loi,  105). 

24    Martin  Marprelale  libels  1588 

Ut  externo  beUo  ita  etiam  intemo  schismite  hoc  tempore 
laboravit  Anglia  schismatica  enim  praiitas  semper  bcllo 
ardf-nte  ma'^rime  luxuiiat  Nee  certe  eontumax  in  ecile- 
siastioos  ma^iatratut.  impndentia  et  contumelio'sa  improbitas 
m'folentius  alias  se  exercuit  Etenim  i.uni  Kegma  quae 
semper  eidem  novitores  m  rebgione  audire  nilueiit,  <juos 
eclesiastic le  administiationis  et  regiie  praeiogatnae  nerns 
J  tsistunivit  nonnulji  ex  iifj  qui  Geneven&ia  Eocleaiae 
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disciphnim  ULice  tulmirabantur  non  aliam  rationem  constituendi 
eandem  m  ^ngha  excogitan  posse  putarunfc,  quam  Angliconi 
hierarchiam  msectando  et  prae=ulibua  invidiatn  apud  popnlum 
confiando  Hi  itique  et  in  hierarchiam  et  in  praesules  pro- 
biosis  editia  libellia  quibus  tifuli  erant  Martinus  Praeaulibus 
exitiosns  ycI  Piaesdo  Mastii,  Mmeralii,  Diotrephea,  Demon- 
stratio  Difciplmae  S.c  calumniia  et  conyitiia  virulentissimis 
adeo  scurriliter  debiccliati  aunt,  ut  authores  non  pietatia  cul- 
torea  aed  e  popna  ganeonea  Tideientiir  Anthores  tamen 
erant  Pennuaet  Udallus  verbi  mlnistri  et  Jobua  Throomortonua 
vu  doolua  et  facete  dicax 

Camdeti,  AKaales,  I.  p.  497 ;  s.  a.  ijSS. 


25.  Attacks  on  ike  High  Commission,  1591. 

Nee  hi  soli  sed  efiam  alii  qui  receptam  in  Ecclesia  Anglicana 
diseiplinam  episcoporum  vocationem  damnando  et  praesules 
contumeliose  calinnniarido  hactenua  frustra  impugnarunt,  aunc, 
pertractis  in  eorum  partes  nonnullia  iuria  Anglici  peritia,  in. 
eomm  lurisdictionem  et  delegatam  a  Eegina  in  ecclesia stieia 
causis  authoritatem  ut  prorsus  iniustam  et  Unguas  et  calamoi 
strinsenmt,  deckmando  ubiqua  etiam  Iibris  publicatis  hominea 
contra  tegni  leges  in  foria  ecclesiasiicis  indigne  opprimi ; 
Reginam  eiusmodi  authoritatem  ex  iure  non  posse  delegare  nee 
alios  exeroere  delegatam ;  fora  ilia  non  posse  a  reo  iugiurandum 
es  oflicio  esigeie,  cum  neino  seipsum  accus-are  teneatur;  iuaiu- 
randum  illud  homines  ad  sui  condemnation  em  cum  ignominiosa 
confusione,  vel  in  spoEtaneum  periurium  cum  animarum  esitio 
praecipitare ;  praeterea  de  aliia  quam  matrimonialibus  et 
tesiamentariis  causis  non  debere  cognoscere.  ,  ,  . 

Contra  iuris  ecelesiastici  professores  regiam  in  ec  clevis  at  icis 
authoritatem  propugnarunt,  utique  parlamentaria  authoritate 
in  Eegina  investitam.  Hanc  oppugnare  nihil  aliud  esae  quam  in 
maieatatem  irruere  et  eacrosanctae  praerogafcivae  violato  obse- 
quii  iuramento  insultare ;  fora  eccleaiaEtiea  de  aliis  quam 
matrimonialibus  et  testament ariis  posae  cognoscere,  ex  statuto 
Circwm^ecU  agatis  et  Artieulis  Cleri  sub  Edwardo  Primo 
docoerunt.  .  .  .  Eegina,  hand  ignsra  suam  authoritatem  per 
epifcoporum  latera  in  hoc  negotio  peti,  adversantium  impetus 
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Bervavit.  Camden,  Annules,  II.  p,  38,  a.  a.  1591. 

26.  Ths  Lamlelh  ArUdes,  1595. 

Articuli  approbatl  a  Eeverendiseimis  Dominis  D.  D.  Joanne 
Aichiepiscopo  Cautuarienai  et  Eichardo  Episcopo  Londinensi  et 
aliis  theologis,  Lambethae,  NoYembris  20,  anno  1595. 

I.  Dens  ab  aeterno  praedestinavit  quosdam  ad  Titam  et 
quosdam  ad  mortem  reprobavit. 

n.  Causa  moTena  ant  effieiens  praedestinatioiiis  ad  vitam 
non  eat  proyisio  fidei  aut  perse verantiae  aut  bonorum  operum 
aut  uUius  rei  quae  insit  in  personis  praedestinatis,  sed  sola 
voluntas  beneplaciti  Dei. 

in.  Praedestiuatorura  praefinitus  ot  certus  numerus  est,  qui 
nee  augeri  nee  minui  poteat. 

IV.  Qui  non  sunt  praedeatinati  ad  salutem  necessario  propter 
peccata  sua  damnabuntiir. 

IX.  Non  est  positum  in  avbitrio  aut  potestate  uniuscuiusqne 
hominis  aervari.  Stiype,  WAitgift,  IL  p.  280. 

27.  Canons  of  1597. 
HI.   Ut  benefidati  in   suis  bm^ciis  curafis  hospitalitatem, 


Quoniam  ecclesiarum  catbedraliuin  canonici  sive  praebendarii 
ecclesiastica  beneficia  curata  alibi  eHepius  possident  et  tamen 
...  ad  cathedrales  convolant  ibique  moram  faciuiit  longiorem, 
unde  nee  curae  parocliianomm  illis  commissae  satis  prospi- 
citur,  nee  pauperes  domi  suae,  sieut  difficultas  buius  temporia 
exigit,  aluntur  atque  austentantur;  ideirto  noa  .  , ,  decernendum 
censemus  ut  omnes  caEonici  sive  praebendarii,  qui  beneficia 
curata  unum  sive  duo  obtinent  nee  residentiarii  neeeasarii  in 
suis  ecclcsiis  catbedralibus  existant,  ultra  tempus  quo  in 
catbedralibus  residere  tenentur,  a  beneficiis  suis  curatis  prae- 
testu  praebendarum  te  non  absentent  .  .  .  Quod  autem  ad  eos 
attinet  qui  ad  residentiam  .  .  .  obligantur  .  .  ,  eoa  ita  inter  m 
anui  tempora  partiri  volumus,  quoad  residentiam  in  catbedralibus 
habendam,  ut  eorum  aliqui  in  ecclesiis  illis  semper  adsiut  et 
personaliter  resideant  .  , . 
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SI-  De  excessibus  apparilorum  reformandis. 

Praeterea  quoniam  exeessibus  et  gravaminibus  quae  per  ap- 
paritorea  inferri  dicuntur  remedium  cupimus  adhibere  oppor- 
tunum,  videtur  ut  appatitorum  multitudo,  (luantum  fieri  poterit, 
reatringatur .  , . 

Praeterea  in  causis  officii  et  correctionis  lie  quae  fi^nt  cita- 
tiones  generales,  quae  vulgo  'Quorum  nomina'  dicuntur,  aisi 
partes  citandae  veris  nominibus  espreasis  . . .  scribantar.  .  .  . 
Cardviell,  Synodalia,  I.  p.  147. 

28.,  Court  of  Sigh  Commiasion. 
(a)  First  Commission,  1559. 

[I.]  Elizalietli  by  tlie  grace  of  God  [&e.].  To  tbe  reverend 
father  in  God  Mathew  Parker,  nominated  bishop  of  Canterbury, 
and  Edmond  GrindaJl,  nominated  bishop  of  London,  and  to  our 
right  trusted  and  right  well-beloved  councillors  Praneia  Knowles 
our  vice- chamberlain,  and  AmbroseCave,  knights,  and  to  our  trusty 
and  well-beloved  Anthony  Cooke  and  TboBias  Smyth,  knights, 
William  Bill  our  almoner,  Walter  Haddon  and  Thomas  Sack- 
ford,  masters  of  our  requests,  Rowland  Hill  and  William 
Chester,  knights,  liandoll  Cholmely  and  John  Southcote,  Serjeants 
at  the  law,  William  May,  doctor  of  law,  Francis  Cave,  Eichard 
Gooderick  and  Gilbert  Gerrard,  esquires,  Eobert  Weston  and 
Thomas  Huick,  doctors  of  law,  greeting. 

[II,]  Wiere  at  our  Parliament  holden  at  Westminster  the 
25th  day  of  January  and  there  continued  and  kept  until  the 
eighth  of  May  then  next  following,  amongst  other  things,  there 
was  two  Acts  and  Statutes  made  and  established,  the  one 
entitled  '  An  Act  for  the  uniformity  of  Common  Prayer  [&c.],' 
and  the  other  entitled  '  An  Act  restoring  to  the  Crown  the 
ancient  jurisdiction  [&c.],'  as  by  the  same  several  Acts  more  at 
large  doth  appear :  and  where  divers  seditious  and  slanderous 
persons  do  not  cease  daily  to  invent  and  set  forth  fdse  lumours, 
tales,  and  seditious  slanders,  not  only  agam  t  us  and  the  said 
good  laws  and  statutes,  but  also  have  set  forth  divers  seditious 
booka  within  this  our  realm  of  England  meaning  tiieieby  to 
move  and  procure  strife,  division  and  di  tension  amongst  our 
loving  and  obedient  subjects,  much  to  the  disquieting  of  us  and 
our  people : 
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[Ill  ]  "Wherefore  we  e'lmesHy  m  nd  ng  to  have  the  same 
A  ta  before  ment  oned  to  be  duly  jut  exe  ut  on  anil  su  1 
p  r  na  as  shill  hereafter  offenl  n  anyth  ng  contrary  to  tie 
t  nor  and  effe  t  of  the  s  1  e^e  ai  statutes  to  be  conignly 
pun  shed  an  I  hav  ^  espe  ^l  tru  t  i  1  nfide  co  i  jour 
w  sd  n  3  and  d  sc  et  n  1  ave  uthor  sed  s  gned  and  ap 
pointed  yo  to  be  our  comm  bs  oner  and  by  the  e  pre  ents  do 
B  ve  oa  full  power  and  author  ty  to  vou  or  ^  x  of  ou  whereof 
you  the  ei  d  Mathe  v  Pa  1  er  Ed  nond  Gr  n  1  11  Thomas  bmyth 
Walter  Haddon  T!  omas  Sackford  E.  hard  Coode  cL  <vnd 
&  Ibert  C  errard  to  be  one  fr  n  t  me  to  t  e  I  ereafte  du  ng 
our  pleasure  to  en  jure  s  ell  by  the  oaths  of  twelre  g  1 
and  lawful  men  aa  a!  o  by  w  tpesses  and  all  other  wa}s  anl 
means  je  an  lev  se  f  r  all  offences  n  sdoera  [e  oJ  and  m  s 
demeanours  done  and  comm  tted  ard  heieafter  <o  be  eomm  tted 
or  done  o  i  ary  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  sa  d  seve  al 
act^  and  statutes  an  1  e  tfcer  of  them  and  al  o  of  all  and  s  gi  H 
1  eretii-al  opinion^,  seditious  bocLa,  contempts,  conspiracies,  falsL 
rumours,  tales,  seditions,  misbehaviours,  slanderous  words  or 
shcwings,  published,  invented  or  set  forth,  or  hereafter  to  be 
published,  invented  or  set  forfh  by  any  person  or  persons 
against  as  or  contrary  or  against  any  the  laws  or  statutes  of 
this  our  realm,  or  against  the  quiet  goyernaiicc  and  rule  of  our 
people  and  subjects  in  any  county,  city,  borough  or  other  place 
or  places  within  this  our  realm  of  England,  and  of  all  and 
every  the  coadjutors,  counsellors,  comforters,  procurers  and 
abettors  of  every  such  offender. 

[IV ,j  And  further,  we  do  give  power  and  authority  to  you 
or  six  of  you  [quorum  as  before],  from  time  to  time  hereafter 
during  our  pleasuie,  as  well  to  hear  and  determine  all  the 
premises,  as  also  to  enquire,  hear  and  determine  all  acd 
singular  enormities,  disturbances  and  misbehaviours,  done  and 
committed  or  hereafter  to  be  done  or  committed  in  any  church 
or  chapel,  or  againtt  any  divine  sfrvice,  or  the  minister  or 
ministers  of  the  same,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this 
realm  :  and  abo  to  enquire  of,  search  out  and  to  order,  correct 
and  reform  all  such  persons  as  hereafter  thall  or  will  obstinately 
absent  themselves  from  church  and  such  divine  ECrvice  as  by  the 
law8  and  statutes  of  this  realm  is  appointed  to  be  had  and  used. 
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[V.]  And  alfio  we  do  give  and  grant  full  power  and  authority 
unto  jou  and  sis  of  you  [quorum  aa  before]  from  time  to  time 
and  at  al!  times  during  our  pleasure,  to  visit,  reform,  redress, 
order,  correct  and  amend  in  all  places  within  this  our  realm  of 
England  all  such  errors,  heresies,  crimes,  abuses,  offences,  con- 
tempts and  enormities  spiritual  and  ecclesiastical  wheresoever 
[sic]  which  by  any  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical  power,  authority 
or  jurisdiction  can  or  may  lawfully  be  reformed,  ordered,  re- 
dressed, corrected,  restrained  or  aaneaded,  to  the  pleasure  of 
Almighty  God,  the  increase  of  virtue,  and  the  conservation  of 
the  peace  and  unity  of  this  our  realm'  and  according  to  the 
authority  and  power  limited,  given  and  appointed  by  any  laws 
or  statutes  of  this  realm. 

[VI.]  And  also  that  you  or  sis  of  you  [quornm  as  before] 
fihall  likewise  have  full  power  and  autboi'ity  from  time  to  time 
to  enquire  of  and  search  out  all  mast^rlesa  men,  quarrellers, 
vagrant  and  suspect  persons  within  our  ciiy  of  London,  and  ten 
miles  compass  about  the  same  city,  aAd  of  all  assaults  and 
affrays  done  and  committed  within  the  same  city  and  compass 
aforesaid, 

[VII.]  And  also  we  give  full  power  and  authority  unto  yon 
and  sis  of  you,  as  before,  summarily  to  hear  and  finally  deter- 
mine, according  to  your  discretions  and  by  the  laws  of  this 
realm,  all  causes  and  complaints  of  all  them,  which  in  respect  of 
religion,  or  for  lawful  matrimony  contracted  and  allowed  by 
the  same,  were  injuriously  deprived,  defrauded  or  spoiled  of 
their  lands,  goods,  possessions,  rights,  dignities,  livings,  ofEces, 
spiritual  or  temporal ;  and  them  so  deprived,  as  before,  to  restore 
into  their  said  livings,  and  to  put  them  in  possession,  amoving 
the  usurpers  in  convenient  speed,  as  it  shall  seem  tc  your 
discretions  good,  by  your  letters  missive  or  otherwise,  all 
frustratory  appellations  clearly  rejected. 

[Vin.]  And  further,  we  do  give  power  and  authority  unto 
you  and  six  of  you  [quorum  as  before],  by  virtue  hereof,  not 
only  tc  hear  and  determine  the  same  and  all  other  offences  and 
matters  before  mentioned  and  rehearsed,  but  also  all  other 
notorious  and  manifest  advoutries,  fornications  and  ecclesiastical 
crimes  and  offences  within  this  our  realm,  according  to  your, 
wiEdoms,  consciences  and  discretions.  -V 
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[IX.]  Willing  and  commanding  you  or  six  of  you  [quorum 
as  before]  from  time  to  tiina  hereafter  to  use  and  devise  all 
such  politic  ways  and  means  for  tlie  trial  and  geavching  out  of 
all  the  premises,  as  by  you  or  six  of  you,  as  aforesaid,  eJhiU  be 
thought  most  expedient  and  neceBsary ;  and  upon  due  proof  had, 
and  the  offence  or  oifences  before  specified,  or  any  of  them, 
sufficiently  proved  against  any  persoa  or  persons  by  confession 
of  the  painty  or  by  lawful  witnesses  or  by  any  due  mean  before 
you  or  sis  of  you  [quorum  as  before],  that  then  you  or  six  of 
you,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  award 
such  punishment  to  every  offender  by  fine,  imprisonment  or 
otherwise,  by  all  or  any  of  the  ways  aforesaid,  and  to  take  such 
Older  for  the  redress  of  the  game,  as  to  your  wisdoms  and 
di'^cretions  [shall  be  thon<tht  meet  and  oonvenipnt] '. 

[X.]  [And  further  we  do  give  foil  power  and  authority  unto 
jou]  ^  or  six  of  you  [quorum  as  before]  to  call  before  you  or 
six  of  you  as  aforesaid  from  time  to  time  all  and  every  offender 
or  offenders,  and  such  as  ^  [to]  you  or  sis  of  jou,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  seem  to  be  sU'ipect  persons  in  any  of  the  premises ;  and 
alho  all  such  witnesses  as  you  or  sis  of  you,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
think  [meet]  *  to  be  called  before  you  or  sis  of  you  as  aforesaid 
and  them  and  every  of  them  to  examine  upon  their  corporal 
oath,  for  the  better  trial  and  opening  of  the  premises  or  any 
part  thereof 

[XI.]  And  if  you  or  tix  of  you,  as  aforesaid,  shall  find  any 
person  or  persons  obstinate  or  disobedient  either  in  (heir 
[appearance]'  before  you  ur  six  of  you  as  aforesaid  at  your 
calling  or  commandment  or  else  not  accomplishing  or  not 
obeying  your  order,  decrees  and  commandments  in  anything 
touching  the  premises  or  any  pnrt  thereof;  that  then  you,  or 
six  of  you,  as  aforesaid,  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
commit  the  same  person  or  persons  so  offending  to  ward,  there 
to  remain  until  he  or  they  shall  be  by  you  or  sis  of  you, 
as  aforesaid,  enlai^ed  and  delivered, 

[Xir.]  And  further  we  do  give  unto  you  and  six  of  you 
[quuium   as  before]  full  power  and   authority   to  take   and 

'  The  words  '  shall  be  thought .  .  ,  authority  unto  yoii,'  and  the  word 
'meet '  beluw,  are  wanting  in  the  roll  (as  well  aa  in  that  of  1562),  and 
are  supplied  from  the CommiBsioa  of  15^2. 

=  '  by  '  in  original.  '  '  appacell '  in  ot^nal. 
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receive  by  your  discretions  of  every  offender  or  suspect  person 
to  be  convented  or  bronglit  before  you  a  recognisance  or 
recognisances,  obligation  or  obligations  to  our  use,  iu  snch  sum 
or  sums  of  money  as  to  you  or  sis  of  you,  as  aforesaid,  shaJl  > 
seem  convenient,  as  well  for  their  personal  appearacce  before 
you  or  six  of  you,  aa  aforesaid,  as  also  for  the  performance  and 
accomplishment  of  your  orders  and  decrees,  in  case  you  or  sis 
of  you,  aa  aforesaid,  shall  see  it  so  convenient. 

[XIII,]  And  further,  our  will  and  pleasure  is  that  you  shall 
app    nt  t      ty  and       11  bel    ed  J  h    Sk.  t    b    y 

e^tfllj  td  dpdbytf 

th  m  dhdflt  tl  fetprs 

adfht  fyosf  dhUg  h 

11  w  t     tl         n  t      f      h     pai  d  h       1    k 

to  b    1       d    f  th     fa  1     tl       p    fat    th  t    h  n  by 

f  ftli        mm        nady       dgmthp  t 

y       d        t    n     h  11  b    th     fcht  m    t 

[XIV]  Anlf    th  w!l     dpi  th  t  y 

of  you,  as  aforesaid,  shall  name  and  appoint  one  other  sufficient 
person  to  gather  up  and  receive  all  such  sums  of  money  as  shall 
be  assessed  and  taxed  by  you  or  six  of  you  as  aforesaid,  for  any 
fine  or  fines  upon  any  person  or  persona  for  their  offences  ■  and 
that  \ou  or  si\  of  you  as  aforesaid  by  bill  or  bills  signed  with 
jour  hind  shall  and  mav  as''i,n  and  appoint  as  -well  to  the 
said  person  foi  his  pains  in  letoveimg  the  said  sumi  is  also  to 
your  messengers  ind  attendants  up  n  jou  for  their  tia^ail 
pdins  and  cbarge*  to  be  su'^ta  ned  fot  or  about  the  premises  or 
any  part  thereof  such  sumi  of  mmey  for  tl  eir  rewards  as  by 
jou  (.r  SIX  of  you  aa  afoiesiid,  shall  he  thoight  expedient 
willing  and  commanding  jou  or  six  of  you  as  aforesa  d  altei 
the  time  this  our  commission  eip  led  to  ceitiiy  into  Dur  court 
of  exchequer  as  well  the  n  me  of  the  said  ipceiver  as  also  a 
note  of  sucb  fines  as  shall  be  set  tr  taxed  before  you  to  the 
intent  that  upon  the  deteiminitDn  ot  account  of  the  eaid 
receiver  we  be  as-suied  of  that  that  to  us  shall  justly  apj  ertain 
willing  and  commanding  also  oui  auditors  and  other  oflicers 
upon  the  sight  of  the  said  bills  signed  w  th  the  hand  of  you  or 
811  of  you,  as  aforesaid,  to  make  unto  the  said  lei-ener  due 
I  allowances  according  to  the  said  bills  upon  his  accounts. 
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[XV.]  Wherefore    we  will    and   command    jou,   our  com- 

miasioners,  with  tiUigeiice  to  execute  the  premises  with  effect ; 

.   any  of    our  laws,    statutes,   proclamations    or  other    grants, 

'  privileges  or  ordinances,  which  be  or  may  seem  to  be  contrary 

to  the  premises,  notwithstanding. 

[XVI,]  And  more,  we  will  and  command  all  and  singular 
justices  of  the  peace,  mayora,  sheriffs,  bailiffs,  constahles  and. 
other  our  officers,  ministers  and  faithful  subjects,  to  be  aiding, 
helping  and  assisting,  and  at  your  commandment  in  tlie  due 
execution  hereof,  as  they  tender  our  pleasure,  and  will  answer 
to  the  contrary  at  their  utmost  perils. 

[XVII.]  And  we  will  and  grant  that  these  our  letters  patents 
111b  ufi        ty,         nt       dd   chaige  for  you  and  eveiy  of 

ga  h         and        cessors,  and  all  and  every 

tj       p  p  wha  r  thi-y  be,   of  and  for  ur 

rai       tl      p  y  J  arcel  hereof,  of  01   fur  the 

t   n    f  tl  ran  ss  any  part  thereof. 

"W  tn  th  <i  a  iW  tmin^ter,  the  igtli  day  of  July'. 
Per  ipsam  Kegisam. 
Patent  SotU,  l  Eliz,  part  9. 

(b)  T/i«  ComTniasion  of  1^62'. 
[I.]  Elizabeth,  &c.  To  our  tniaty  and  well-beloved  the  most 
leverend  father  in  God,  Mathew  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
Primate  and  Metropolitan  of  all  England,  the  reverend  lather 
in  God  Edmund  Eialiop  of  London,  Bicjard  Bishop  of  Ely, 
Edmund  Bishop  of  Rochester,  and  to  our  right  trusty  and 
well-beloved  Counsellors  Prancis  KnoUes  our  Vice-chamberlain, 
Ambrose  Cave  Chancellor  of  our  Duchy,  AVilliam  Petre  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Order  of  tho  Garter  Knights,  and  to  our  trusty 
and  well-beloved  Anthony  Coke  and  Thomas  Smith  Knights, 
"Walter  Haddon  and  Thomas  Sackford  Masters  of  the  requests, 
"William  Chester  and  William  Garret  Knights,  Eandolf  Oholmeley 
and  John  Sowtheote  Serjeants  at  the  law,  Alexander  Nowell 

'  Thia  OoniDiisBioii  is  printed,  not  very  corrsctlj,  in  CardtiieU's  Docu- 
Mtatary  Annals,  vol.  I.  p.  213. 

^  Thia CommieeioQ  ia  beaded'  Couimisaio  Matlieo Cantunr.  ArchiepinKipa 
et  tiliiB  ad  puuiendiitn  bujusmodi  peraonaa  qui  sunt  repugnartlea  divinu 
serviiao.'  li  diifeca  iroin  Uie  CnminiBaion  of  I'i^g  in  the  number  of  the 
quorum  (§  IIXJ,  and  it  adds  two  new  sections  (§S  XV,  XVI). 


jbyGoosle 


1562.]  The  High  Commission.  233 

Dean  of  Paul's,  Gabriel  Goodman  Dean  of  Westminster,  Gilbert 
Gerrard  Esquire  our  Attorney  General,  Eobert  Kowell  Attorney 
of  our  Court  of  Wards  and  Liveries,  Kicbard  Ousley  Clerk  of 
our  Ducby,  Peter  Osbourne  one  of  the  Eemembrancers  of  onr 
Exchequer,  David  Lewes  judge  of  our  high  Court  of  the 
Admiralty,  llobert  Weston  Deau  of  the  Aichea,  Thomas  Huyck 
Chancellor  to  the  Biabop  of  London,  Masters  of  our  Court  of 
Chancery,  Tbomaa  Tale  Chancellor  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  William  Drury  Commisaary  of  the  faculties 
Doctors  of  the  liaw,  and  Thomas  AVatts  Archdeacon  of 
Middlesex,  greeting. .  .  . 

[III.]  Wherefore  we,  earnestly  minding  to  have  the  same 
several  acts  before  mentioned  to  be  duly  put  in  execution  and 
such  persona  aa  shall  hereafter  offend  in  anything  contrary  to 
the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  said  several  statutes  to  be  condignly 
punished,  and  having  especial  trust  and  confidence  iu  your 
wisdoms  and  discretions,  have  authorized,  assigned  and  ap- 
pointed you  to  be  our  commissioners,  and  by  tiiese  presents  do 
give  fall  power  and  authority  unto  you  or  three  of  you,  whereof 
you  tJie  said  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  or  you  Bishops  of 
London,  Ely,  Kochester  or  you  the  said  Thomas  Smith,  Walter 
Haddon,  Thomas  Sackford,  or  Gilbert  Gerrarde  to  be  one,  from 
time  to  time  hereafter  during  oujf  pleasure  to  enquire  as  well 
by  the  oaths  of  twelve  good  and  lawful  men  as  also  hy  witnesses 
and  all  other  ways  and  means  ye  can  devise  of  all  offences  and 
miademeanoura  done  and  committed  and  hereafter  to  be  com- 
mitted and  done  contrary  to  the  tenor  and  effect  of  the  said 
several  acts  and  statutes  .  . . 

[XV.]  And  whereas  there  were  divers  cathedral  and  collegiate 

churches,  grammar-schools  and  other  ecclesiastical  incorporations 

erected,  founded  and  ordained  by  the   late  king  of  famous 

memory  our  dear  father  King  Henry  the  Eighth  and  by  our 

dear  late  brotlier  King  Edward  the  Sixth  and  by  our  late  sister 

Queen  Mary  and  by  the  late  Lord  Cardinal  Poole,  the  ordinances, 

rules  and  statutes  whereoi  be  either  none  at  all  or  altogether 

imperfect  or,   being  made  01  such  time   aa   the   crown   and 

'     regiment  of  this  realm  was  subdued  to  the  loreigu  authority  of 

\     Eome,  they  be  in  some  points  contrary  to  the  present  state  of 

\    religion  within  the  same ;  We  therefore  do  give  full  power  and 
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authurity  to  ynu  or  to  six  of  you,  of  whom  we  will  the  afore- 
iiacipd  Ardibiahop  of  Canterbury,  the  aforetaid  Bishops  of 
London,  Ely  or  Rochester  always  to  be  one,  to  cause  and 
command  io  our  name  all  and  singular  the  ordinances,  rulpa 
and  statutes  of  all  and  every  the  f-aid  cathedral  and  collegiate 
churches,  grammar-schools  and  other  ecclesiastical  incorpora- 
tions and  foundations  to  be  brought  and  exhibited  before  you 
or  six  of  you  as  is  aforesaid ;  wilhng  and  commanding  you  or 
six  of  you,  as  is  aforesaid,  upon  the  exhibiting  and  upon  diligent 
and  deliberate  view,  search  and  examination  of  the  said  statutes, 
rules,  ordinances,  letters  patents  and  writings,  a?  is  aforesaid, 
not  only  to  make  speedy  and  undelayed  c«itificate  of  the 
enoiniities,  disorderB,  defects,  surplusages  or  wants  of  all  and 
singular  the  said  statutes,  rules  and  ordinances,  but  also  with 
the  pame  to  advertise  us  of  such  good  orders,  rules  and  statutes 
as  you  or  six  of  you,  as  is  aforeswd,  shall  think  meet  and 
convenient  to  be  by  us  made  and  set  forth  tor  the  better  order 
and  rule  of  the  said  several  erections  and  foundations  and  the 
possessions  and  revenues  of  the  same,  and  as  may  best  tend  to 
the  honour  of  Almighty  God,  the  increase  of  virtue  and  unity  in 
the  same  places,  and  the  public  weal  and  tranquillity  of  this 
our  realm,  to  the  end  we  may  thereupon  further  proceed  to  tlie 
altering,  making  and  establishing  of  the  same  and  other  statutes, 
rules  and  ordinances  according  to  the  late  act  ^  of  Parliament 
thereof  made  in  the  first  year  of  our  reign. 

[XVI.]  And  whereas  we  are  also  informed  that  there 
remainetJi  as  yet  still  within  this  our  realm  divers  perverse 
and  obstinate  persons  which  do  refuse  to  acknowledge,  confess 
and  set  forth  our  superiority,  prerogative  and  preeminence 
within  this  oar  realm  and  other  our  dominions  and  also  to 
observe  such  ceremonies,  riles  and  orders  in  divine  service 
which  hath  been  established  and  set  forth  by  the  laws  and 
statutes  of  this  realm  and  by  our  injunctions  ;  We  therefore  do 
assign,  depute  and  appoint  and  do  give  full  power  and  authority 
and  jurisdiction  to  you  or  three  of  you,  whereof  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  the  said  Bishops  of  London,  Ely,  or  Rochester  to 
be  one,  to  receive  and  take  of  all  AicLhisiiops,  Bishops  and 
other  persons,  officers  and  ministers  ecclesiastical,  of  what 
'  I  Eliz.  23  (above,  p.  36). 
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estate,  dignity,  preeminence  or  degree  soever  they  be,  a  certain 
corporal  oath  upon  the  holy  Evangelists,  specified,  mentioned 
and  set  forth  in  the  aforesaid  statute  or  act  of  Parliament, 
entitled  an  Act  restoring  to  the  Crown  the  ancient  jurisdiction 
over  the  state  ecclesiastical  and  epiritaal  and  abolishing  of  all 
foreign  power  repugnant  to  the  eame :  the  same  oath  to  be 
taken  and  received  before  you  or  three  of  you  [special  quorum 
as  before]  of  the  said  persons  and  every  of  them  according  to 
the  tenor,  form  and  effect  of  the  said  act ;  wiliing  and 
requiring  you  or  tliree  of  you  [special  quorum  as  before]  to 
talie  and  receive  the  same  oaths  of  all  persons  before  reheai-sed 
and  every  of  them,  and  to  certify  «s  without  delay  into  our 
Court  of  Chancery  of  the  receipt  of  the  same  under  your  seal  or 
the  seals  of  three  of  you  [special  quorum  as  befoi-e]  .  .  . 
At  Westminster  the  xxi*  day  of  July. 

Fatent  EoU,  4  Eliz.  part  3. 

(0)  r/ie  Commission  0/1572  \ 
Commisaio  direct*  archiepiscopo  Cantoariensi  et  aljis  pro  eccle- 
siasticia  cans  is. 

[I.]  Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  God  [&c.]  To  oar  trusty  and 
well-beloved  the  most  reverend  lather  in  God,  Mathew  Arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury,  Primate  of  all  England  and  Metropolitan, 
the  reverend  fathers  in  God,  Edwin  Bishop  of  London,  Robert 
Bishop  of  Winton,  Riciiard  Bishop  of  Ely,  Nicholas  Bishop  of 
■Worcester,  Eichard  Bishop  of  St  David's,  Edmond  Bishop 
of  Rochester,  Richard  Bishop  Suffragan  of  Dover,  and  to  our 
right  trusty  aad  well-beloved  Coimcillora,  Sir  Francis  Knowles 
Knight,  Treasurer  of  our  household,  Sir  Ealph  Sadler  Knight, 
Chancellor  of  our  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  Sir  Waiter  Mildmay 
Knight,  Chp"--!!"'-  "f  "—  P^:->.=^..er,  Sir  Thomas  Smyth 
Knight,  [aa( 

[XVI.]  .  ishops,  bishops  or  other 

persons,  ofR.  tical  afore  rehearsed,  or 

any  of  them  bstinately  refuse  to  take 

'This  Comi  ,  lew  verbd  or  nnimportant 

diffetanceB,  wi  t  adds  to  4  XVI  the  clauee 

printed  bel»w,  and  after  5  XVIII  (S  XVI  of  IRto)  the  sect 

XIX,  XX,  XXI.  "^-^ 
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and  receive  tie  Eame  catl,  then  to  certify  the  same  recusation 
or  reoasotions  of  them  or  aay  of  them  unto  ub  into  our  Coart  of 
Chancery  without  delay  likewise  under  your  EeaJs  or  the  eeala 
of  three  of  yon. 

[XIX.]  And  further  our  will  and  pleasure  is  that  you  the 
Bishop  of  Saint  David's,  the  Bishop  Suffragan  of  Dover  [and 
a6  others  named]  do  only  intermeddle  in  and  about  the  execu- 
tion of  this  our  commission  for  the  reformation  of  incorrigible 
and  disordered  suhjects  residents  only  within  the  dioceses  of 
(.anteihurj  ^\inohester  Worceater  Saint  Daiid  a  or  Chichester 
and  that  only  where  ordinary  course  of  common  justice  oi  law 
IS  nanfmg  or  defective  without  the  prejudice  oi  hindiance  tf 
the  due  execution  of  such  th  ngi  01  orders  as  shall  be  done  or 
appointel  by  ether  our  conimis  loners  re  idcnt  at  Lambeth  or 
London  by  virtue  of  our  sa  d  commission 

[X\]  \\  \  that  fiom  this  dai  foiward  ise  do  revoctte  and 
cill  m  the  like  con  mission  eccle  la^-tical  last  grouted  to  tl  a 
■^aid  archb  =liop  with  others  named  m  the  sane  not  meining 
heieby  to  dtrOj^ate  or  to  hinder  anything  begun  hy  virtue  of 
any  commission  aforesaid  and  that  the  same  begun  shall  be 
determined  by  virtue  of  this  said  comm  ssiou 

[XXI  ]  And  if  any  necessary  witness  or  witnesses  that  "ihall 
be  thought  meet  and  convenient  to  be  brought  to  esimination 
tor  the  proof  of  am  mattet  depending  m  controversy  befoie 
you  by  virtue  of  this  tm  comiiiiB=ion  si  ill  be  so  s  ck  and 
diseased  that  the  =ame  cannot  come  witl  out  danger  of  his  life 
to  be  examined  befoie  jou  or  three  tf  tou  or  else  if  u[cn 
coR'Ji  leiatiou  of  the  poveity  of  nnv  thit  ehiU  sue  or  be  sued 
befoie  JOU  it  sh  11  be  thought^  that  his  or  then  witnesses 
tannot  couvenicntly  be  brought  to  be  eiammed  before  jiu 
without  the  „reat  imioveiishmg  of  the  said  partic!  lee  u=e 
they  dwell  or  1  e  les  dent  jn  places  of  Ions  an  1  [jieat  distance 
Irom  the  place  wbeie  you  shall  s  t  in  judgment  then  we  grant 
md  give  Buthoiitj  unto  you  or  thiee  of  jou  [quoiura  as  before] 
to  appoint  by  your  letters  missives  subscribed  by  three  of  you 
some  public  notary  to  examine  the  said  person  or  persons  in 
the  place  of  his  or  their  habitation  upon  such  interrogatories 
as  you  shall  join  in  writing  to  youi-  said  letters  missives,  aaid 
*  The  oiiginal  here  iaeerta  ttie  word  '  comeaienC 
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the  said  esaminationg  being  so  taken  and  certified  to  you  or 
three  of  you  hy  the  said  notary  under  his  notary  seal  to  be  of 
so  good  force  as  if  the  eaid  examinationa  were  taken  before 
yourselves. 

At  Westminster  the  xi'h  day  of  June. 

Patent  Roll,  i^Eliz.  part  8. 

(d)  TJte  Commission  of  I  ^T  6'. 
J.  Elizabeth,  by  the  grace  of  God  [&c.],  to  the  most 
reverend  father  in  God,  our  right  trusty  and  right  well-beloved 
Edmond  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  Primate  of  all  England 
and  Metropolitan,  and  to  the  reverend  fathers  in  God,  our  light 
trusty  and  well-beloved,  the  Bishops  of  London,  Winchester, 
Ely,  Worcester,  St  David's,  Norwich,  Chichester  and  Eochester 
for  the  time  being,  Richard  Bishop  Suffragan  of  Dover,  and  to 
our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  counoillova,  Sir  Francis 
KnoUes  Knight,  Treafurer  of  our  household,  Sir  Thomas  Smytli 
Knight,  Francis  "Walsingham  Esquire,  our  Principal  Secretaries, 
Sir  Ealph  Sadler  Knight,  Chancellor  of  our  Duchy  of  Lancaster, 
Sir  Walter  Mildmay  Knight,  Chancellor  of  our  Exchequer  [and 
to  gS  otters],  greeting. 

[IV.]  .  .  .  And  also  to  take  order  by  your  discretions  that 
the  penalties  and  forfeitures,  limited  by  the  said  act  for  Uni- 
formity of  Common  Prayer  &c.  against  the  offenders  in  that 
behalf,  may  be  duly  from  time  to  time  levied  by  the  church- 
wardens of  every  parish  where  any  such  offence  should  be  done, 
to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  same  parish,  of  the  goods,  lands 
and  tenements  of  every  such  offender  by  way  of  distress,  accord- 
ing to  the  limitation  and  true  meaning  of  the  said  statute. 

[VI.]  And  also  we  do  give  and  grant  fall  power  and  authp.- 
rity  unto  you  or  three  of  you,  as  is  aforesaid,  from  time  to  time 
and  at  all  times  dming  our  pleasure  to  enquire  of,  search 'out 
and  call  before  you  all  and  every  Buch  person  or  persoHs 
ecclesiastical  which  have  or  shall  have  ecclesiastical  livings,  that 
shall  advisedly  maintain  or  affirm  any  doctrine  directly  contrary 
or  repugnant  to  any  of  the  Articles  of  Religion  which  only  con- 

'  This  ConuniBB^on  omits  §5  VI.  VII.  XVII  of  1559,  and  §5  XIX, 
XX,  XXI  oi  1572.  The  clanaa  of  5  IV  printed  below,  and  §§  VI,  XI, 
XVIII  are  new,  while  5  XVI  differs  considefably  from  the  eomaponding 
I  XVI  of  1563  and  1572. 
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cern  the  coEfession  of  tlie  true  Christian  fj,ith  and  the  doctrine 
of  the  sacraments,  comprised  in  a  liook  impi'inted,  entitled 
'  Articles  whereupon  it  was  agreed  by  the  Archbisiiopa  and 
Bifchops  of  both  provinces  and  the  whole  clergy  in  the  Convo- 
cation holden  at  London  ia  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  1562 
[&c.]  pnt  forth  by  the  Queen's  authority';  and  that  if  any 
such  person  or  persona  being  conventcd  before  you  or  any  three 
of  you,  as  ia  aforesaid,  for  any  such  matters,  &hall  persist  therein 
or  not  revoke  his  or  their  error,  or  after  such  revocation  eft^ 
soons  affirm  such  untrue  doctrine,  then  to  deprive  from  all  pro- 
motions ecclesiastical  all  and  every  euch  person  and  persons  bo 
maintaininf;  or  affiiming  or  peisistiiig  or  so  eftsoona  affirming 
as  is  aforesaid. 

[XI.]  And  because  there  is  great  diversity  in  the  persons 
that  are  to  be  called  before  you,  some  of  them  dwelling  far  oif 
from  you,  some  being  fugitives,  and  some  to  be  chai^d  with 
grievous  crimes  and  faults,  the  speedy  redress  whereof  ia  moat 
requisite  and  therefore  more  speedy,  effectual  and  straiter 
process  than  by  your  letters  missive  is  required  in  most  of  those 
oases ;  We,  for  the  better  esecution  and  furtherance  of  our 
service  here,  do  give  full  power  and  authority  unto  you  or 
three  of  you  [quorum  aa  before]  to  command  aD  and  every  our 
justices  and  other  ofiii'ers  and  bubjects  within  this  our  realm, 
in  all  places  aa  well  exempt  as  not  exempt,  by  jour  letters  to 
apprehend  or  cause  to  be  apprehended  any  person  or  persons 
which  you  shall  think  meet  to  be  convented  before  you,  to  , 
answer  to  any  matter  touching  the  piemises  or  any  part 
thereof;  and  to  take  such  sufficient  bonds  to  our  us«  as 
you  or  three  of  you  [quorum  aa  befoie]  shall  by  your  letters 
prescribe  for  his  or  their  personal  appearance  to  i)e  made 
before  you  or  three  of  you,  as  aforesaid,  and  so  to  attend  as 
appertaineth.  And  in  case  any  su  h  p  n  pft-sons  so 
apprehended  he  not  able  or  will  ob  tin  t  1  f  to  give 
sufficieut  bonds  to  our  uec  fur  his  or  tl        p  1    ppearance 

before  you,  as  aforesaid,  then  we  will  tl    t  me  you  or 

three  of  you  [quorum  as  befoi-e]  gi  m        Im    t  to  auck 

justicea  [to.],  under  whose  charge  h  th  y        to  be  con- 

vented  afore  you  shall  happen  to  rem  tl      f     th    bringing 

him  or  them  before  you,  either  eke  t        mm  t  h  m    r  them  to 
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ward  or  other  safe  custody,  so  to  remain  until  you  or  Uiree  of 
you  [quorum  as  before]  shall  further  order  for  Lis  or  their 
enlargement. 

[XVI.]  Aad  where  also  we  are  informed  there  remaineth  as 
yet  stil!  within  this  our  realm  divers  perverse  and  ohstinate 
persons  which  do  refuse  to  acknowledge  the  jurisdiction,  power, 
privilege,   sup  t      and   p    eminence,   spiritual   and  eccle- 

siastical, over  all  tate  nd  ubjects  within  tliis  our  realm  and 
other  our  don  u  whi  h  giveii  to  us  by  virtue  of  the 
afoi-eswd  two  at  th  on  entitled  'An  Act'  for  restoring  to 
the  Crown  the  an  nt  ju  d  ction  [&c.],'  and  the  other  en- 
titled '  An  A  t  f  th  surance  of  the  Queen's  Majesty's 
royal  power  [&c.] ' ;  We  therefore  do  assign,  depute  and  appoint, 
and  by  these  presents  do  give  full  power  and  authority  and 
jurisdiction  to  you  or  three  of  you,  whereof  you  the  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  or  the  Bishops  of  London,  Winchester,  Ely, 
Worcester,  Norwich,  Chichester  or  iiochester  for  the  time 
being  to  be  one,  to  tender  or  minister  the  oath  expressed  and 
set  forth  in  the  said  Act  entitled  'An  Act  for  restoring  [&c.]' 
to  all  and  every  archbishops,  bishops  and  other  persons, 
officers  and  ministers  ecclesiastical  and  also  to  every  other 
person  or  persona  appointed  or  compellable  by  either  of  the 
said  acts  to  take  the  said  oath,  of  what  state,  dignity,  pre- 
eminence or  degree  soever  he  or  they  be,  and  to  receive  and 
take  the  said  oath  of  the  said  persons  and  every  of  them, 
according  to  the  tenor,  form  and  effect  of  the  said  acts  or 
either  of  them ;  willing  and  requiring  you  or  tliree  of  you,  as 
aforesaid,  after  the  refusal  or  refusals  of  the  same  oath  by  any 
person  or  persons  aforesaid  made^  to  certify  us  accordingly 
under  the  seals  of  you  or  three  of  you,  as  aforesaid,  the  refusal 
to  take  the  same  oath,  and  of  the  names,  places  and  degrees  of 
the  person  or  persons  so  refusing  the  same  oath,  before  «s  in 
our  court  commonly  called  the  King's  Bench. 

[XVIII.]  And  that,  for  the  better  credit  and  more  manifest 
notice  of  your  doings  in  the  execution  of  this  our  commission,  our 
pleasure  and  commandment  is  that  unto  your  letters  missive^ 
processes,  decrees,  orders  and  judgments  from  or  by  you  or  any 
three  of  you  to  be  awarded,  sent  forth,  hail,  made,  decreed, 
'  Stat.  I  Eliz.  0. 1.  s  Stat,  s  inii.  c.  i. 
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given  or  proBounced  at  Lambetli  or  London,  yoa  or  three  of 
you,  as  aforcEaiil,  sliall  cause  to  be  put  and  affixed  a  seal 
engraved  with  the  rose  and  the  crown  over  tte  rose,  and  the 
letter  E  before  and  the  letter  K  after  the  same,  with  a  ring  or 
circumference  about  the  same  teal,  containing  as  followeth; 
Sigil :  Comisfiar :  Eeg  ;  Ma :  ad  Caus.  Eoclesiast. 

...  At  Goramhury,  the  23rd  day  of  April,  in  the  i8th  year 
of  our  reign,  Siaie  Papers  (domesiic),  Elis.  cviii.  7  \ 

(e)  The  Commission  vf  i^Qi''. 

[T.]  Elizaheih  [&c.]  to  the  most  reverend  father  our  right 
trusty  and  well-beloved  counEellor,  John  Lord  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  . . .  Sir  Thomas  Egerton  Knight,  Lord  Keeper  of 
our  great  seal  of  England  . ,  .Thomas  Lord  Buckhurst,  Knight  of 
the  noble  Order  of  the  Garter  and  Lord  high  treasurer  of  Eng- 
land, and  to  the  reverend  fathers,  our  right  trusty  awl  well- 
beloved,  the  Bishops  of  London,  Winchester,  Ely,  Rochester, 
Lincoln,  Hereford,  Worcester,  Norwich,  Chichester,  Gloucester, 
Exeter,  SaliEbury  and  Peterborough,  for  the  time  being  [and  to 
38  others]  greeting. 

[IL]  Whereas  in  our  Parliament  summoned  to  he  holden  at 
Westminster  the  23rd  day  of  January  in  the  first  year  of  our 
reiga  ...  by  one  Act  then  made  and  estahlished,  entitled  'An 
Act  restoring  to  the  Crown  tlie  ancient  jurisdiction  [&c.],' 
amongst  other  things  it  was  estahlished  and  enacted  [&c.]. .  .  . 

[III.l  We  therefore  for  sundry  good  weighty  and  necessary 
causes  and  considerations  us  thereunto  especially  moving,  of 
our  mere  motion  and  certain  knowledge,  by  force  and  virtue  of 
our  supreme  authority  and  prerogative  royal  and  of  the  said 
Act,  do  assign,  name  and  authoiiEe  by  these  our  letters  patents 
under  our  great  seal  of  England  you  the  said  John  Archbishop 

■^  This  copy,  being  fiigned  by  tha  Queei 
The  Cominission  in  incorrectly  printed  i 
Appendix,  No.  VI. 

'  This  CommiBsion,  Tjesidea  reciting  the  Statutes  35  Eliz.  caps.  I  and  j, 
in  addition  to  thoBe  previously  teciteii,  and  empuwering  the  Commiasioners 
to  eiecute  them,  snma  op  in  §  III  the  poweiu  ounterred  upon  the  Com- 
miesionera  in  tei-ms  rather  more  aweeping  than  those  pravioualy  need. 
Otherwise  tiie  coDunisEiiaQ  diffeia  in  on  imparlaat  particular  from  thst  ot 
'576- 
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of  Canterbury  [&c.]  or  ajiy  three  or  more  of  you  (whereof 
yon  the  said  John  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  [and  31  otliera 
named]  to  be  one),  being  all  our  natural  bom  subjects, 
from  time  to  time  and  at  all  times  during  our  pleasure,  to 
exercise  .  ,  .  under  us  all  manner  of  jurisdictiona,  privileges, 
and  preeminences  in  any  wise  touching  or  concerning  any 
spiritual  or  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  within  these  our  realms 
of  England  or  Ireland  or  any  other  our  dominions  or  coun- 

At  Westminster,  the  third  day  of  February  [a,r.  43]. 

Bymer,  Fnedera,  XVl.  p.  400. 

(f)  Ecclesiastical  Commission  for  Wales,  1579. 
Oommissio  pro  eausis  eccleaiaaticia  in  Wallia. 
Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.  to  our  trutty  and  right 
well-beloved  Sir  Henry  Sydney,  Knight,  Lord  President  of  our 
Council  within  our  principality  and  marches  of  Wales,  and  to 
the  reverend  father  in  God,  John  Bishop  of  Worcester,  Vice- 
president  of  the  same  council  [and  18  others]  greeting. 
Whereas  we  are  giren  to  undeistand  that  divers  and  sundry 
disorders  and  misbehaviours,  as  well  in  causes  ecclesiastical  aa 
other,  have  been  committed  and  done  by  divers  evil-disposed 
persons,  as  well  spiritual  as  temporal,  and  are  very  litely  daily 
to  inciease,  to  the  pernicious  example  of  all  our  loving  subjects 
inhabiting  and  dwelling  within  our  principality  and  marches  of 
Wales,  except  some  speedy  remedy  be  had  for  reformation 
thereof;  know  ye  therefore  that  we,  having  special  trust  and 
confidence  in  your  approved  wisdoms  and  fidelities,  have 
assigned,  nominated  and  appointed  you  to  be  our  commissioners, 
and  by  these  presents  do  give  full  power  and  authority  unto 
yon  ...  or  four  of  jou,  whereof  ye  the  said  Lord  President  or 
Bishop  of  Worcester  shall  be  one,  to  enquire,  not  only  by  the 
verdict  of  twelve  good  and  lawful  men  but  also  hy  a,ll  other 
good  and  lawful  means  whatsoever,  of  all  misdemeanours,  mis- 
behaviours, trespasses  and  offences  whatsoever,  and  them  to  see 
reformed  and  amended  from  time  to  time  according  to  such 
articles  of  instructions  as  je  shall  receive  from  our  Privy 
Council  in  writing  signed  wilh  six  of  their  hands,  and  the 
offender  or  offenders  to  punish  according  to  the  orders  of  our 
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laws  set  down  in  the  same  instructions,  or  otherwise  according 
to  former  injunctions  published  by  us  heretofore  concerning 
causes  ecclesiastical. 

Wherefore  we  will  and  command  all  and  singular  our  justices 
of  peace  . . ,  and  all  other  our  officers,  ministers  and  subjects  to 
be  aiding  . .  .  you  in  the  due  execation  of  this  our  commission 
as  they  tender  our  pleasure  and  will  answer  to  the  contrary  at 
their  uttermost  perils, 

[Dated]  Westminster,  June  13. 

latent  Roll,  i\  Elix.  part  7. 

29.  Proceedings  in  connexion  with  t/ie  appointment  of  a  hisJiop. 

(i)  The  conge  Retire. 

De  lioectia  eligendi  pro  episcopo  Eliensi. 

Kegina,  &c.,dilectis  nobis  decano  et  capitulo  ecclesiae  nostrae 

cathedralis  Elienais  salutem.     Cum  ecclesia  nostra  cathedralis 

praedicta    per    legit  imam    inde    remotionem    Thomae    ultimi 

episcopi  ibidem  jam  sit  pastoris  solatio  destituta,  Nos  alium 

vobis  eligendi  in  episeopum  et  pastorem  licentiam  per  prae- 

aentes   duximus  concedendaai,   mandantes   qood    talem   vobis 

eligatis  in   episeopum   et  pastorem,    qui    sacranim  literarum 

cognitione  ad  id  munus  aptus,  Deo  devotus,  nobisque  et  regno 

nostro    ntilis    et    fidelis    ecclesiaeque    praedictae    necessarius 

esistat. 

In  eujus  rei,  &c. 

Teste  Eegina  apud  Westmonasterium  xviii  die  Julii  [1559]. 
Effmer'i  F(edera,  XV.  p.  537, 

(2)  Reconvmendation  of  a  bishop, 

Bx   THE  QUBEK, 

Eliisabeth. 
TroBty  and  well-beloTed,  we  greet  you  well.  Whereas  the 
Hshoprio  of  Hereford  is  now  void  by  the  death  of  the  late 
incumbent  of  tlie  same,  we  let  you  wit  that,  calling  to  our 
remembrance  the  virtue,  learning  and  other  good  qualities  of 
our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Herbert  Westphaiing,  D.D.,  we 
have  thought  good,  by  these  oui-  letters,  to  name  and  recommend 
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him  unto  you  fo  be  elected  and  chnsen  to  the  said  bishopric 
of  Hereford.  Wherefore  we  require  and  pray  yoa  forthwith, 
upon  the  receipt  hereof,  to  proceed  to  jour  election,  according 
to  the  lawB  of  this  our  realm  and  our  conge  (^elire  sent  unto 
you  herewith,  and  the  same  election  &o  made  to  certify  unto  us 
under  your  common  s«al.  Given  under  our  signet  at  our 
manor  of  Richmond,  the  33rd  day  of  November,  1585,  in  the 
twenty-eighth  year  of  our  reign.  Stiype\  Wkitgift,  L  p.  466. 


(3)  Oath  of  allegiance  and  komage  of  a  Hskop  elect. 

Apud  Westmr.  [blank]  die  Februarii,  1559. 
I  Matthew  Parker,  doctor  of  divinity,  nov?  elect  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  do  utterly  testify  and  declare  in  my  conscience 
[&c.  as  in  the  Act  of  Supremacy,  §  ix]  . , .  the  imperial  crown  of 
this  realm.  And  further  I  aoknowledge  and  confess  to  have 
fiud  to  hold  the  said  archbishopric  of  Canterbury  and  the 
possessions  of  the  same  entirely,  as  well  the  spiritualities  as 
temporaHties  thereof,  only  of  your  Majesty  and  crown  royal  of 
this  your  realm ;  and  for  the  said  possessions  I  do  mine  homage 
presently  unto  your  Highness,  aud  to  the  same,  your  heirs  and 
lawful  successors,  shall  be  faithful  and  trae:  so  help  me  God 
and  by  the  contents  of  this  book. 

State  Papers  {domestic),  Eliz.  II.  aj. 

(4)  Command  to  consecrate  a  bishop. 
Significavit  pro  Eliensi  episcopo. 
Kegina,  &c,  reTerendissimo  in  Chriato  Patri,  Domino 
Mathaeo  Archiepiacopo  Oantnarienai,  totius  Angliae  Primati  et 
Metropolitano,  salutem.  Cum,  vacante  nuper  sede  episcopali 
Eliensi  per  legitimam  depriTatioaem  ultimi  episcopi  ejusdem, 
ad  humilem  petitionem  Decani  et  Capituli  eccleaiae  nostrae 
cathedralis  Eliensia  praedictae,  eisdem  per  literas  nostras 
patentes  licentiam  concesBerimua  aliam  sihi  eligendi  in  epis- 
copum  et  pastorem  sedis  praedictae ;  iideraque  Decanua  et 
Capitulum,  vigore  et  obtentu  licentiae  nostrae  praedictae,  dilec- 
tum    nobis    in    Christo     magistrum    Bicardum    Coxe,    ^a^ra 
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theologiae  professorem,  sibi  et  ecclesiae  praedictae  elegerunt 
in  episcopum  et  pastorem,  prout  per  literaa  saas  patentea, 
Eigillo  eorum  communi  sigillataa,  nobis  inde  direcfaa  pleniua 
liquet  et  apparet ;  Nos  electioaem  illam  flcceptantes  eidem 
electioni  regium  noetrum  assenBum  adhibuimas  parlter  et 
favorem,  et  hoa  vobis  tenore  praesentium  significamus ;  ro- 
gantes  ac  in  fide  et  dUectione  quibus  nobia  tenemini  finniter 
praecipiendo  mandantes,  quatenus  euBdem  magistrum  Bicardum 
Coxe,  in  episcopum  et  pastorem  ecclesiae  cathedralis  Elieusis 
praedictae  sic  ut  praefertur  electum,  electionemque  praedictam 
confirmare,  et  euiidem  magistrum  Kicardum  Cose  epiecopum 
et  pastorem  ecclesiae  praedictae  consecrare,  caeteraque  omnia 
et  singula  peragere,  quae  vestro  in  hac  parte  incumbunt  officio 
pastorali,  juita  forraam  et  effectum  atatutorum  in  ea  parte 
editorum  et  provisorum,  velitia  cum  effectn. 

In  cujue  rei,  &c. 

Teste  Ecgina  apud  Westmonaaterium  sviii  die  Decerabria 
[l559]'  Eymer'a  Fcedera,  XV.  p.  552. 

(5)  Re  tituUon  of  tenvpoTalities. 
[Episcopatu]  Elien"!!  per  deprivationem  vacante. 

Eegina  eacaetori  auo  m  comitatn  Cantabrigiae  sain  tern. 
Vacante  nnper  episcopatu  Ebensi  per  deprivationem  Thomae 
Tburlbie  ultimi  episcopi  ibidem,  Decanua  et  Capitnlum  ecclesiae 
catbedralja  Eliensis  praedictae,  licentia  nostra  petita  pariter  et 
obtenta,  dilectum  capellanum  noatrum  Eicardum  Cose,  sacrae 
theologiae  professorem,  in  eorum  epiacopum  et  paatorem  elege- 
runt. Cui  quidem  electioni  et  personae  aic  electae  regium 
ftsaenaum  iioatruiu  adhibuimua  et  &Torem,  ipsiusque  fidelitatem 
nobia  debitam  pro  dicto  episcopatu  recepimus,  ac  temporalis 
ejusdem  epiacopatus  (exceptia  omnibua  maneriia  .  .  .  modo  in 
manna  nostras  vigure  cujusdam  actus '  anno  regni  costri  primo 
inde  nuper  editi  et  proviai  electia  et  captis  . .  .)  ei  restituimns 
per  praeaentea. 

Et   ideo   tibi  praecipimus  quod  praefato  electo  temporalia 

praedicta  cum  pertinenliis   (exceptis   praeexceptis)  in  telliva 

tuS)  una  cum  exitibus  et  proficuia  inde  provenientibus  sive 

;.'.;  '•'['■  '  I  Eliz.  19.  %  u  ' 
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crescentibua,  a  festo  sancfi  Michaelis  Archangeli  ultimo  praete- 
lito  sine  dilatione  liberes;  salvo  jure  cujn^libet.  Teste  Eegina 
apnd  Westmonasterium  vicesimo  tertio  die  Martii  [1560]. 

.  . .  Et  maEdatum  est  militibus,  liberis  hominibus  et  omnibus 
aliis  tenentibus  de  epiecopatu  Eliensi  praedicto,  quod  eidem 
electo,  tanquam  episcopo  et  domino  suo,  in  omnibus  quae  ad 
episcopatum  praedictum  pertiBent,  intendeutea  siut  et  respon- 
dentes  prout  decet. 

In  cujua  rei,  &a. 

Teste  ut  supra.  Jlymer'^  Fiedera,  SV.  p.  575. 


n.  Extracts  i 


[  Ecclesiastical  Writeks. 


The  Anglican  arid  Presbyterian  positions. 
(r)  Extracts  from  Hooker's 'Laws  of  Eeclestasticai  Polity' 
[i.]  The  plain  intent  of  the  Book  of  Ecclesiastical  Discipline' 
is  to  sbew  that  men  may  not  devise  lawa  of  church  government, 
but  are  bound  for  ever  to  use  and  to  execute  only  thoae  which 
God  himself  hath  already  devised  and  delivered  in  the  scripture. 
The  self-saine  drift  the  Admomtioners  also  had,  in  urging  that 
nothing  ought  to  be  done  in  the  Church  according  unto  any  law 
of  man's  devising,  but  all  according  to  that  which  God  in  hia 
word  hath  commanded  .  .  .  Demand  of  them,  wherefore  they 
conform  not  themselves  unto  the  order  of  our  Church,  and  in 
every  particular  their  answer  for  tte  most  part  is,  '  We  find  no 
such  thing  commanded  in  the  word.'     [Ek.  11.  ch.  vjl.] 

[2.]  Touching  points  of  doctrine,  as  for  esiimple  the  Unity  of 
God,  .  .  .  they  have  been  since  the  first  hour  that  there  was 
a  Church  in  the  world,  and  till  the  last  they  must  he  believed. 
But  as  for  matters  of  regiment,  they  are  for  the  moat  part  of 
another  nature.  To  make  new  articles  of  faith  and  doctrine  no 
man  thinketh  it.  lawful ;  new  laws  of  government  what  common- 
wealth or  church  is  there  which  maketh  not  either  at  one  time 
Or  acother !  .  .  ,  There  is  no  reason  in  the  world  wherefore  we 
should  esteem  it  ae  necessary  always  to  do,  aa  always  to  beHeve 
the  same  things ;  seeing  every  man  knoweth  that  the  matter  of 


•  'A  fiill  and  plain  Declaration  of  Ecclesiastical  Disai 
'  Travera,  with  a  prefeoe  by  Cartwright,  was  printed  (in  LaCi 
republiied  pa  Engilsb)  in  1584  {Strgpe,  Annals,  vL  413). 
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faith  is  constant,  the  matter  contrariwise  of  action  daily  change- 
able, especially  the  matter  of  action  belonging  unto  church 
polity.    [Bk  ni    h  x] 

[3.]  L  t  E  t  an     m  n    m  t1    t  th     t        and  naked 

differenc      f  a  f  m  Id     th      L        kindled  so 

much  fir  hea      dttflm  In       but  that  the 

parties  wh  h  h  n  lah  ur  d  m  ghfc  Ij  f  hange  nd  (as  they 
say)  for  f  at  n  had  m  hat  m  tha  thi  mark  only 
whereat  to  aim.  HaTing  therefore  draw  n  out  a  tomplete  form 
as  they  supposed,  of  publ  c  service  to  be  done  to  Gid  and  eet 
down  their  plot  tor  the  office  of  the  ministry  10  that  behalf 
they  very  well  knew  how  little  the  r  labinra  so  far  forth 
bestowed  would  avail  them  m  the  end  without  a  claim  ot 
jurisdictioB  to  uphold  the  fiihric  which  they  had  erectel  anl 
this  neither  likely  to  he  obtained  but  by  the  strong  \  and  of  the 
(leople,  nor  the  peiple  unlikely  to  favour  it  the  more  if  over 
ture  were  made  of  their  own  interest  light  and  title  thereunto 
[Ek.  TI.  ch.  ii.] 

[4.]  This  we  holdly  set  down  as  a  most  mfallihle  truth  that 
the  Church  of  CJiriit  is  at  this  d^y  lawfull}  and  so  hath  been 
since  the  first  heginmug  governed  by  hishop''  having  permanent 
superiority  and  niliiig  power  over  other  ministers  of  the  word  and 
sacraments  . . .  Let  us  not  fear  to  be  herein  bold  and  peremptory, 
that,  if  anything  in  the  Church's  government,  surely  the  first 
institution  of  bishops  was  from  heaven,  was  even  of  God :  the 
Holy  Ghost  was  the  author  of  it.     [Bk.  VH.  ch,  iii,  v.] 

[5.]  The  drift  of  all  that  hath  been  alleged  to  prove  perpetual 
separation  and  independency  between  the  Church  and  the 
Commonwealth  is,  that  this  being  held  necessary,  it  might 
consequently  be  thought,  that  m  a  Christian  kingdom,  be 
whose  power  is  greatpst  over  the  Commonwealth  may  not 
lawfully  have  supremtcy  of  power  also  over  the  Church  .  .  . 
"Whereupon  it  is  grown  n  question  whether  power  ecclesiastical 
over  the  Church,  power  of  dommion  in  such  degree  as  the  laws 
of  this  land  do  grant  unto  the  sovereign  governor  thereof,  may 
by  the  said  supreme  Head  and  Governor  lawfully  he  enjoyed 
and  held  { , .  .  Unto  which  supreme  power  in  kings  two  kinds 
of  adversaries  there  are  that  have  opposed  themselves ;  one 
sort  defending  'that  supreme  power  in   causes  ecclesiastical 
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throaghout  the  world  appertaineth  of  divine  right  to  the  bishop 
of  Kome,'  another  sort '  that  the  saJd  power  belongeth  in  every 
national  Church  unto  the  clergy  thereof  assembled.'  We  defend 
as  well  against  the  one  as  the  other,  'that  kings  within  their 
own  precincts  may  have  it,'     [Bk,  VIII.  ch.  ii.] 

(z)  Extracts  from  Bancroft's  'Dangerous  Positions' 

[Cap.  I.]  For  the  first  ten  or  eleven  years  of  her  Majest^a 
reign,  through  the  .  .  .  outcries  and  esclamations  of  those  that 
came  home  from  Geneva,  against  the  garments  prescrihed  to 
ministers  and  other  such  like  matters,  no  man  of  any  esperienee 
is  ignorant  what  great  contention  and  strife  was  raised  . .  . 

AbDut  the  twelfth  year  of  her  Highness'  government,  these 
malcontents  , .  .  began,  to  stir  up  new  quarrels,  concerning  the 
Geneva  discipline  .  . .  Hereupon  {the  14  of  her  Majesty)  two 
Admonitions  were  framed,  and  exhibited  to  the  High  Court  of 
Parliament.  The  first  contained  their  pretended  griefs,  with 
a  declaration,  forsooth,  of  the  only  way  to  reform  them,  viz. 
by  admitting  of  that  platform  which  was  there  described. 
This  Admonition  finding  small  entertainment,  (the  authors  or 
chief  preferrers  thereof  being  imprisoned),  out  cometh  the 
Second  Admonition,  towards  the  end  of  the  same  parliament . . . 
In  this  Second  Admonition,  the  first  is  wholly  justified, . . .  and 
in  plain  terms  it  is  there  affirmed  that,  if  they  of  that  assembly 
would  not  then  follow  the  advice  of  the  First  Admonition,  they 
would  surely  themselves  be  their  own  carvers  .  . .  Whereupon, 
presently  after  the  said  pariiament  (viz.  the  aoth  of  ^November, 
1573),  there  was  a  presbytery  erected  at  Wandsworth  in  Surrey. 

[Cap.  HI.]  .  .  .  Hitherto  it  should  seem  that  in  all  their 
former  proceedings  they  had  relied  chiefly  upon  the  First  Ad- 
monition and  Cartwright's  book  .  .  .  But  now,  at  the  length 
(about  the  year  15S3),  tiie  form  of  discipline,  which  is  lately 
come  to  light,  was  compiled :  and  thereupon  an  assembly  or 
cotmcil  being  held  (as  I  think  at  Loudon,  or  at  Cambridge), 
certain  decrees  were  made  concerning  the  estahlishijig  and  the 
practice  thereof  . . . 

[Cap,  v.]  .  .  .  About  which  time  also  [viz.  1587]  ,  .  .  the 
further  practice  of  the  discipline  . .  .  began  to  spread  itself  more 
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freely;  .  ,  .  but  especially  ...  it  was  most  friendly  entertained 
among  the  miniBters  of  Northamptijasliire,  as  it  appearelh  in 
record  by  some  of  their  own  depositions,  i6th  of  May,  1590,  in 
these  ■words  following.  About  two  years  and  a  half  since,  the 
whole  shire  was  divided  into  three  Classes.  I.  The  Classis  of 
Northamptonshire  ...  II.  The  Classis  of  Daveutry  side  .  ,  . 
III.  The  Classis  of  Kettering  side  .  , .  This  device  (saith  Master 
Johnson)  is  commi>nly  received  in  most  parts  of  England, ,  . , 
but  especially  in  Warwickshire,  Suffolk,  Norfolk,  Essex,  &c. 

[Cap.  VI.]  The  next  year  after,  viz.  1588,  the  said  Warwick- 
shire classes,  &c,  assembling  themselves  tt^etber  in  council  (as  it 
Beemeth,  at  Coventry),  .  .  .  there  was  ...  a  great  approbation 
obtained  of  the  aforesaid  Book  of  Discipline  .  .  .  This  book, 
having  thus  at  the  last  received  this  great  allowance  more 
authentically,  was  carried  far  and  near,  for  a  general  ratification 
of  all  the  brethren  .  .  . 

[Cap.  XIII.]  ..."  Mutual  conference  is  to  be  practised  in  the 
Church  by  common  assemblies  . .  .  Such  as  are  to  meet  in  the 
asseml  1  es  let  them  be  chosen  by  the  sufirages  of  those  churches 
or  astemhhes  that  have  interest  or  to  do  in  it,  and  out  of  these 
let  such  onl)  be  chosen  as  have  exercised  the  public  office  in 
that  chuich  either  of  a  minister  or  of  an  elder  .  . . 

It  ^hil!  be  Kwful  for  other  elders  and  ministers,  yea,  and.  for 
deicons  ai  d  students  in  divinity,  by  the  appointment  of  the 
isaemhly  to  be   both  present,  and   to   be   asked   their 

ludgments  let  let  none  be  counted  to  have  a  voice,  but 
those  onij  that  were  chosen  by  the  Church  . . . 

It  13  expedient  that  in  every  ecclesiastical  assembly  there  be 
e.  president,  which  may  govern  the  assembly,  and  that  he  be 
from  time  to  time  changed  .  .  ,  The  assemblies  according  to 
their  several  kinds,  if  they  be  greater  are  of  more,  if  they  be 
less,  they  are  of  less  authority.  Therefore  it  is  lawful  to  appeal 
from  a  less  assembly  to  a  greater  .  . . 

Assemblies  are  either  Classes  or  Synods. 

Classes  are  conferences  of  the  fewest  ministprs  of  churches, 
standing  near  together,  as  for  example  of  twelve.  The  chosen 
men  of  all  the  several  churches  of  that  assembly  are  to  meet  in 

»  WUt  follows  ig  translated  bj  Bancroft  from  the  Book  of  DiscipUne. 
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conference ;  that  13  to  say,  for  every  church  a  minister  and  an 
elder :  and  they  shall  meet  every  fortnight.  They  sliall  chiefly 
endeavour  the  oversight  and  censure  of  that  Classis  .  .  . 

A  Synod  is  an  assembly  of  chosen  men  from  more  churches 
than  tliose  that  be  in  one  Classis  or  conference. 

In  these,  the  articles  of  the  holy  discipline  and  synodical 
must  always  be  read  ;  also  in  tbe'm  . . .  censures  or  inquisition 
made  npon  all  that  be  present  .  . . 

Of  Synods  there  he  two  sorts :  the  first  ia  particular,  and 
this  containeth  under  it,  both  Provincial  and  National  Synods. 
A  Provincial  Synod  is  an  assembly  of  those  which  be  dele- 
gated from  all  the  Classes  or  Conferences  of  that  proTince.  Let 
every  pi-oviuce  contain  in  it  24  Classes  .  .  .  Let  every  Classis 
send  unto  the  Provincial  Synod  two  ministers  and  as  many 
elders.  It  shall  be  called  every  half  year,  or  more  often,  until 
the  discipline  be  confirmed  ... 

Let  the  acts  of  all  the  Provincial  Synods  be  sent  unto  the 
National . .  . 

The  National  is  a  Synod  consisting  of  the  delegates  from  all 
the  Synods  Provincial  tjiat  are  within  the  dominion  of  one 
commonwealth  . .  . 

For  the  National  Synod,  three  ministers  and  three  elders 
must  be  chosen  out  of  eveiy  Synod  Provincial. 

In  it  the  common  affairs  of  all  the  cliurches  of  the  whole 
ration  and  kingdom  are  to  he  handled ;  as  of  doctrine,  discipline 
and  ceremonies,  causes  not  decided  in  inferior  assemblies, 
appellations  and  such  like  .  .  • 

.  .  .  Now  follows  the  universal  or  Oecumenical  Synod  of  the 
whole  world.  And  this  is  the  Synod  tbat  consisteth  and  is 
gathered  together  of  the  chosen  men  out  of  eveiy  particular 
national  Synod. 
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REIGN    OF    JAMES  THE    FIRST. 

I.—STATUTES. 
First  Parliament  ;  First  Session. 

March  19— July  7, 1604. 

I  Jac.  I.  Cap.  L 
AmostjoyfiilandjwstrfAsognUioti  of  the  immedicie,  lawful  and 
undoubted  i^'uccexsion,  Descant  and  Right  of  the  Crmen. 
Gbeat  and  manifold  were  the  benefits,  most  dread  and  most 
gracious  Sovereign,  wherewith  Almighty  God  blessed  thia 
kingdom  and  nation  by  the  happy  union  and  conjunction  of 
the  two  nohle  houses  of  York  and  Lancaster,  thereby  preserving 
this  noble  realm,  formerly  torn  and  almost  wasted  with  long 
and  miserable  dissension  and  bloody  civil  war;  but  more 
inestimable  and  unspeakable  blessings  are  thereby  poured  upon 
us,  because  there  is  derived  and  grown  from  and  out  of  that 
union  of  those  two  princely  femilies,  a  more  famous  and  greater 
union,  or  rather  a  reuniting,  of  two  mighty,  famous  and 
ancient  kingdoms  (yet  anciently  but  one)  of  England  and 
Scotland,  under  one  imperial  crown,  in  your  most  royal 
person  ,  .  .  We  therefore,  yoar  most  humble  and  loyal  subjeets, 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  tlie  Commons  in  this 
present  Parliament  assembled,  do  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts 
yield  to  the  Divine  Majesty  all  humble  thanks  and  praises,  not 
only  for  the  said  unspeakable  and  inestimable  benefits  and 
blessings  above  mentioned,  but  also  that  he  hath  fiirther 
enriched  your  Highness  with  a  moat  royal  progeny,  of  most 
rare  and  excellent  gifts  and  forwardness,  and  in  his  goodness 
is  likely  to  increase  the  happy  number  of  them :  and  in  most 
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humble  and  lowly  manner  do  beseech  your  most  excellent  Majesty, 
that  (as  a  memorial  to  all  posterities,  amongst  the  records  of 
your  High  Court  of  Parliament  for  ever  to  endure,  of  our 
loyalty,  obedience  and  hearty  and  humble  affection),  it  may  be 
published  and  declared  in  this  High  Court  of  Parliament,  and 
enacted  by  authority  of  the  same.Thatwe  (being  bounden  there- 
unto both  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man)  do  recognize  and 
acknowledge  (and  thereby  express  our  unspeakable  joys)  that 
immediately  upon  the  dissolutioa  and  decease  of  Eiizal)eth,  late 
Queen  of  England,  the  imperial  crown  of  the  lealm  ol  England, 
and  of  all  the  kingdoms,  dominions  and  ri^htB  belonging  to  the 
same,  did,  by  inherent  birthright  and  lawful  an  I  undoubted  suc- 
cession, descend  and  come  to  your  most  excell  t  M  j  t 
being  lineally,  justly  and  Hwiully  next  and  lb  f  th 
blood  royal  of  this  realm  us  is  aforesaid,  and  t!  t  by  th 
goodness  of  God  Almighty  and  lawful  right  of  d  nt  d 
one  imperial  crown,  your  Miie&ty  18  of  the  re  Im  a  d  k  g 
doma  of  England,  S;,otland,  Fiance  and  Irel  nd  th  m  t 
potent  and  mighty  King  ,  .  . 

1  Jac.  I.  Cap.  II. 

An  Act  autJtorieing  certain  Commissioners  of  ike  realm  of 
England  to  treat  with  Conwiisaioners  of  Scotland,  for  the 
v/eal  of  hoik  kingdoms. 

Whereas  his  most  excellent  Majesty  hath  been  pleased,  out 
of  his  great  wisdom  and  judgment,  not  only  to  represent  unto 
us  by  his  own  prudent  and  princely  speech  on  tiie  first  day 
of  this  Parliament,  how  much  he  desired,  in  regard,  of  bia  in- 
ward and  gracious  affection  to  both  the  famous  and  ancient 
realms  of  England  and  Scotland,  now  united  in  allegiance  and 
loyal  sabjection  in  bis  royal  person  to  his  Majesty  and  his 
posterities  for  ever,  that  by  a  speedy,  mature  and  sound 
deliberation  such  a  further  union  might  follow,  as  should  make 
perfect  that  mutual  love  and  uniformity  of  manners  and  customs 
which  Almighty  God  in  his  providence  for  the  strength  and 
safety  of  both  realms  hath  already  so  far  begun  in  apparent 
sight  of  all  the  world,  but  also  hath  vouchsafed  to  express  many 
ways  how  far  it  is  and  ever  siiall  be  from  his  royal  and  sincere 
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care  and  affection  to  the  subjects  of  England  to  a!t«r  and 
innovate  the  fundamental  and  ancient  laws,  privileges  and 
good  customs  of  this  kingdom,  wlierehy  not  only  his  regal 
authority  but  the  people's  security  .  .  .  are  preserved  .  ,  . ; 
forasmuch  as  his  Majesty's  humble,  faithful  and  loving  subjects 
have  not  only  conceived  the  weight  of  his  Majesty's  reasons,  but 
apprehend  to  their  unspeakable  joy  and  comfort  his  plain  ...  in- 
tention to  seek  no  other  changes,  bat  of  such  pai-ticular,  tem- 
porary or  indifferent  manner  of  statutes  and  customs  as  may  both 
prevent  and  extinguish  all  future  questions  or  unhappy  accidents, 
by  which  the  .  ,  .  friendship  and  quietness  between  (he  subjects 
of  both  the  realms  aforesaid  may  be  completed  and  confirmed, 
and  also  accomplish  that  real  and  effectual  union  already  inherent 
in  his  Majesty's  royal  blood  and  person . . . ;  beit  therefore  enacted 
by  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and  with  the  assent  and 
consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  and  the  Gommona 
in  this  present  Parliament  assembled,  and  by  authority  of  the 
same.  That  Thomas  Lord  EUesmere.  Lord  Chancellor  of  England 
[and  43  others  named],  commissioners  selected  and  nomin- 
ated by  authority  of  this  present  Parliament,  or  any  eight  or 
more  of  the  said  lords  of  the  said  higher  house  and  any 
twenty  op  more  of  the  said  knights,  citizens  and  burgesses  of 
the  said  house  of  the  commons,  shall  .  ,  .  have  full  power  .  .  , 
before  the  next  session  of  this  Parliament,  to  .  .  .  treat  and 
consult  with  certain  selected  commissioners  to  be  nominated  and 
authorized  by  authority  of  Parliament  of  tbe  realm  of  Scotland 
,  .  .  concerning  such  an  union  of  the  said  realms  of  England 
and  Scotland  .  .  . ;  which  commissioners  of  both  the  said  realms 
shall  .  .  .  reduce  their  doings  and  proceedings  therein  into 
vpritings  or  instruments,  .  .  .  that  thereupon  such  further  pro- 
ceedings may  be  had  as  by  both  the  said  parliaments  shall  be 
thought  fit  and  necessary  for  the  weal  and  common  good  of  both 
the  said  realms. 

I  Jac.  I.  Cap.  IV. 

An  Act  for  ike  due  exscution  of  the  Statutes  against  Jesuits, 
Seminary  Priests,  Recusants,  ^-c. 
For  the  better  and  more  due  execution  of  the  Statutes  hereto- 
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fore  made,  as  well  against  Jesuits,  Seminary  Priests,  anil  other 
such-like  priests,  as  also  against  all  manner  of  recusants ; 
lie  it  enacted,  That  all  the  statutes  heretofore  made  in  the 
reigtt  of  the  late  Queen  of  famous  memory,  Elizaheth,  as  well 
against  Jesuits,  Seminary  Priests,  and  other  priests,  deacons, 
religious  and  ecclesiivstical  persons  whatsoever,  made  ...  or  to 
be  made  ...  by  any  authority  and  jurisdiction  derived,  chal- 
lenged or  pretended  from  the  See  of  Rome,  as  those  which  do 
in  any  wise  concern  the  withdrawing  of  the  King's  subjects 
from  their  due  obedience  and  the  religion  now  profesaed,  and 
the  taking  of  the  oath  of  obedience  unto  the  King's  Majesty, 
his  heirs  and  successors,  together  with  all  those  made  in  the 
paid  late  Queen's  time  gainst  any  manner  of  recusants,  shall 
be  put  in  due  and  exact  execution. 

I  Jac.  I.  Cap.  VII. 
An  Act  for  the  continuance  and'en^lwnaiimi  of  ike  Statute  made  in 
the  thirty-ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  owr  late  Queen  Elizabeth, 
entitled  cm  Act  for  punishment  of  rogues,  vagabonds  and 
sturdy  beggars. 
I.  Whereas  by  a  Statute  made  in  the  39th  year  of  the  reign 
of  the  late  Queen  Elizabeth,  intituled  [&c.],  it  was  enacted  that 
all  persons  calling  themselves  scholars    going  about  begging 
[&c.,   &c.]  shall   be   taken  as    rogues,  vagabonds  and    sturdv 
beggars,  and  shall  suffer  such  punishment  as  in  the  said  Act  is 
appointed :  since  the  making  of  which  act  divers  doubts  and 
questions  have  been  moved  .  . .  upon  the  letter  of  the  said  Act ; 
for  a  plain  declaration  whereof  be  it  enatted,  That  from  lience- 
forth  no  authority  to  be  given  or  made  by  any  baron  of  this 
realm  or  any  other   honourable  personage  of  greater  degree 
.  ,  .  shall  be  available  to  free  and  discharge  the  said  persons 
from  the  pains   and  punishments  in   the  said   Statute    men- 
tioned .  .  . 

m.  And  whereas  by  the  said  Statute  ...  it  was  further 

enacted  ^  [&c.,  &c.],  which  branch  of  the  said  Statute  is  taken 

to  be   somewhat  defective,  for   that  the   said    rogues   having 

no  mark  upon  them  .  .  .  may  return    or    retire   i~ 

'  39  Eliz.  4-52.  *  39  Eli^' 
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into  some  other  parts  of  this  realm  wiiere  ttey  are  not  known, 
and  so  escape  tlie  due  punisliments  .  .  .  :  for  remedy  whereof 
be  it  enacted,  That  such  rogues  as  shall ...  be  adjudged  as 
al'oresaid  incorrigible  or  dangerous  shall  also  Ly  the  judg- 
ments of  the  same  justices  ...  be  branded  in  the  left  shoulder 
with  a  great  Roman  E  upon  the  iron,  . ,  .  that  the  letter  E  be 
seen  and  remain  for  a  perpetual  mark  upon  such  rogue  during 
Ilia  or  her  life ;  and  ...  if  any  rogue  so  punished  shall  offend 
again, ...  the  party  so  offending  . . ,  shall  suffer  as  in  cases  of 
felony,  without  benefit  of  clei^y  .  .  . 

IV.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That . , .  every  person  shall 
appreiiend  such  rogues,  vagabonds  and  sturdy  beggars  as  he 
shall  see  or  know  to  resort  to  tiieir  houses  to  beg,  .  .  .  and  them 
shall  carry  to  the  next  constable  or  tithingman,  upon  pain  to 
forfeit  for  every  default  10s. ..  . 

VII,  Provided  that  this  present  Act  shall  continue  but  until 
the  end  of  the  next  Parliament '. 

1  JA.G.  I.  Cap.  VUL 
An  Act  to  take  away  tite  Benefit  of  Clergy  from  some  kind 
of  Manslaughter. 
1.  To  the  end  that  stabbing  and  killing  men  on  the  sudden  .  .  . 
mayfrom  henceforth  he  restrained  through  fear  of  due  punishment 
to  be  inflicted  on  such  .  ,  .  malefactors  who  heretofore  have  been 
thereanto  emboldened  by  presuming  on  the  benefit  of  clergy  ; 
he  it  therefore  enacted  .  .  .  That  every  person  which  . ,  .  shall 
stab  or  thrust  any  person  that  hath  not  then  any  weapon  drawn 
or  that  hath  not  then  first  stricken  the  party, ...  so  as  the 
person  .  . .  sbal!  thereof  die  within  the  space  of  six  months,  .  . . 
shall  be  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  his  clergy  and  suffer  death 
as  in  case  of  wilful  murder. , . . 

I  Jac.  I.  Cap.  SIII. 
■^Afi  Act  for  new  eccecatiffns  to  he  swed  against  any  which  shall 
V  hereafter  be  delivered  out  ofexeciiiion  hy  privilege  of  Farlia- 

7n&it,  and  for  discharge  of  them,  out  of  whose  custody  such 
persons  shall  be  delivered. 
I.  Forasmuch  as  heretofore  doubt  hath  been  made  if  any 
^  Confirmed  by  31  Jac  I.  aS.  J  I. 
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person  being  arrested  in  esecutjon  and  by  privilege  of  either  of 
the  houses  of  parliament  Bet  at  liberty,  whether  the  party  at 
whose  suit  auch  execution  was  pursued  be  for  ever  after  barred 
and  disabled  to  eue  forth  a  new  writ  of  eiecution  in  that  case : 
for  the  avoiding  of  all  further  doubt  and  trouble  which  in  like 
eases  may  hereafter  ensue,  be  it  enacted  .  .  ,  That  from  hence- 
forth the  party  at  or  by  whose  snit  auch  writ  of  execution  was 
pursued,  his  executors  or  administrators,  after  such  time  as  the 
privilege  of  that  session  of  parliament  in  which  such  privilege 
ehall  be  so  granted  shall  cease,  may  sue  forth  and  execute  a  new 
writ  or  writs  of  execution  in  such  manner  as  by  the  law  of  this 
realm  he  might  have  done  if  no  such  former  execution  had  been 
tafeen  forth  or  served;  and  that  from  henceforth  no  aheriff, 
bailiff  or  other  officer,  from  whose  arrest  or  custody  any  such 
person  so  arrested  in  execution  shall  he  delivered  by  any  such 
privilege,  shall  be  charged  or  chargeable  ...  for  delivering  out 
of  execution  any  such  privileged  person  so  aa  is  aforesaid  by 
Buch  privilege  of  parliament  set  at  liberty  ;  any  law  custom  or 
privilege  heretofore  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  Provided 
always  that  this  Act  or  anything  therein  contained  shall  not 
extend  to  the  diminishing  of  any  punishment  to  be  hereafter  by 
tensuie  in  parliament  inflicted  upon  any  person  which  here- 
after shall  make  or  procure  to  be  made  any  such  arrest  as  is 
aforesaid. 

1  Jac.  I.  Cap.  XSV. 

An  Act  for  conUwuing  and  reviving  of  divers  Statutes,  and  for 
repealing  of  some  others. 
Till.  And  be  it  enacted  that  [Stat,  i  Mary  (2),  2]  shall  stand 
repealed ;  and  that  [Stat,  a  &  3  Edw.  VI.  2 1],  entitled  an  Act  to 
take  away  all  positive  laws  made  against  the  marriage  of  priests, 
and  [Stat.  5  &  6  Edw.  VI.  i  a],  entitled  an  Act  made  for  declara- 
tion of  a  statute  made  for  the  marriageofpriestsand  for  the  legiti- 
mation of  their  children,  shall  stand  revived  and  be  in  force  for 
ever;  . .  .  and  the  children  of  ecclesiastical  persons  in  the  said 
Act  mentioned  shall  be  legitimate  and  inheritable  to  all  intents 
and  purposes  in  such  sort  as  children  of  lay  persona  do  enjoy 
and  may  inherit ;  any  canon  or  constitution  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding. 
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Jan.  31— Mar  27, 1306. 

3  &  4  Jac.  I.  Cap.  IV. 

An  Act  for  the  helter  discovering  and  Teyressing  of  Popish 

Recusants. 
L  rorasmuoli  as  it  ia  found  by  daily  experience  that . .  .  divers 
persona  popistily  affected  do  nevertlielesa,  the  better  to  cover  and 
hide  their  false  hearts,  and  with  the  more  safety  to  attend  tha 
opportunity  to  execute  their  mischievous  designs,  repair  some- 
time to  thurch  to  escape  the  penalties  of  the  laws  in  that 
behalf  provided :  for  the  bettar  discovery  therefore  of  such 
persona  and  their  evil  affections  to  the  King's  Majesty  and  the 
state  of  this  his  realm,  to  the  end  that  being  known  their  evil 
purposes  may  be  the  better  pievented;  be  it  enacted .  ,  .  That 
every  popish  recusant     n  '  t  d  wl '  1  heretofore  hath  con- 

formed him  or  her  s  If  wh  h  shall  h  after  conform  him  or 
her  self  and  repair  t  th  h  h  a  o  d  ng  to  the  laws  and 
statutes  in  that  b  half  mad  h  II  w  thm  the  first  year  next 
after  the  end  of  th  s  s  n  f  p  url  an  nt  .  ,  and  .  . .  once  in 
every  year  foUowin      t  tl  e  1      t  the  blessed  sacrament 

of  the  Lord's  Supper  in  the  chutch  of  that  parish  where  he  or 
ske  shall  most  usually  abide ;  .  -  .  and  if  say  recusant  so  con- 
formed shall  not  receive  the  said  sacrftment  of  the  Lord's 
Supper  accordingly,  he  or  slie  shall  forfeit  for  tie  fiist  yetir 
£30,  and  for  the  second  year  .  ,  .  ^£40,  and  for  eveiy  yar  alter 
.  .  .  .£60,  until  he  or  she  shall  ha\e  received  the  said  sacrament 
aa  is  aforesaid  . . . ;  the  one  moiety  to  be  to  our  Sovereign  Lord 
the  King's  Majesty,  bis  heirs  and  successors,  and  the  otliur 
moiety  to  him  that  will  sue  for  the  same  . .  . 

11,  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the  churchwardens  and 
constables  of  every  town,  pari&h  or  chapel  .  .  ,  shall  once  in 
every  year  present  the  monthly  absence  from  church  of  all 
popish  recusants  within  such  towns  and  parishes,  and  ...  the 
names  of  every  of  the  children  of  the  said  recus.ints.  being  of 
tie  age  of  nine  years  and  upwards,  abiding  with  their  said 
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parents,  ...  as  also  the  names  of  the  servants  of  such  recuEanta, 
at  the  general  or  quarter  sessions  of  that  shire  [&c.]. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  such  presentments 
shall  he  . .  .  recorded  in  the  said  sessions  by  the  clerk  of  the 
peace  or  town-clerk  .  . . 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  justices  of  assize  and 
gaol  delivery  at  their  assizes  and  tlie  said  justices  of  peace  at 
any  their  said  sessions  shall  have  power  to  enquire,  hear  and 
determine  of  all  recusants  and  offenees,  as  well  for  not  receiving 
the  sacrament  ...  as  for  not  repairing  to  church  . .  , 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  offender  in  not 
repairing  to  divine  service  .  .  .  shall  .  . .  pay  into  the  receipt  of 
the  exchequer  after  the  rate  of  £20  for  every  month  .  .  .  , 
except  in  such  cases  where  the  King  shall  .  .  .  take  two  parts 
of  the  lands  [&c.]  of  such  offender,  till  the  said  party  .  ,  .  shall 
conform  himself  and  come  to  church .  .  . ;  and  if  default  shall 
be  made  in  any  part  of  any  payment  aforesaid,  . .  .  that  then 
and  so  often  the  Kiiig's  Majesty  .  .  .  may  ,  .  .  seize  and  enjoy 
all  the  goods  and  two  parts  ...  of  the  lands  [&o.]  of  such 
offender  .  .  . 

VI.  And  whei-eas  by  an  Act '  made  ...  in  the  33rd  year  of 
the  reigii  of  the  late  Queen  Ehzaheth,  intituled,  an  Act  to  retain 
the  subjects  of  the  said  late  Queen  in  their  due  obedience,  it 
was  amongst  other  things  enacted,  That  every  person  above  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  which  should  not  repair  to  some  church, 
chapel  or  usual  place  of  common  prayer,  —  contrary  to  the 
tenour  of  a  statute  "^  made  ...  for  uniformity  of  common  prayer, 
and  being  thereof  lawfuUy  convicted,  should  forfeit  unto  the 
Baid  Queen  for  every  month  .  .  ,  £20  . .  . ;  and  whereas  after- 
wards by  another  Act'  of  parliament  of  the  said  Queen  it  was 
further  enacted  .  ,  ,  That  if  default  should  be  made  in  .  , .  pay- 
ment of  the  said  £20  .  .  .  that  then  and  so  often  the  said  Queen 
should  and  might .  . .  take  ...  all  the  goods  and  two  parts  as 
well  of  all  the  lands,  tenements  and  hereditaments,  leases  and 
larms  of  such  offender  .  . . ;  now  forasmuch  as  the  said  penalty 
cf  £20  monthly  is  a  greater  burden  unto  men  of  small  living 
than  unto  such  as  are  of  better  ability  .  .  .  who,  rather  than 
they  will  have  two  parts  of  their  lands  to  be  seized,  will  be 

'  »3  Ella.  1.  J  4.  '  I  Eliz.  i.  '  sp  Eliz.  6.  §  4. 
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reailj  ahva\s  to  paj  the  t-aid  ^20  . .  and  yet  retaia  the  residue 
of  ttpir  livings  and  mheritaBce  m  their  own  hands;  . ,  .  there- 
lore  to  the  intent  that  hereafter  the  penalty  for  not  repaiiing 
to  divme  service  might  he  inflicted  in  hetter  proportion  upon 
men  of  greit  abibt^,  be  it  enacted,  That  the  King's  Majesty, 
bis  heirs  and  Eucoeesors,  shall  .  .  .  Imve  full  power  to  refuse  the 
penalty  of  £.10  a  mouth  .  . .  and  thereupon  to  seize  and  take  to 
his  own  use  and  the  uses  .  .  ,  hereafter  limited,  two  parts  in 
three  ...  of  all  the  lands  [&o.],  and  tlie  same  to  retain  . . .  till 
every  sueh  offender  shall  conform  him  or  her  self  .  .  , 

VII,  [The  mansion-house  of  a  recusant  not  to  be  included  in 
the  two  parts  taken  by  the  King.] 

YIII.  And  for  the  hetter  trial  how  his  Majesty's  subjects 
stand  affected  in  point  of  tbeir  loyalty  and  due  obedience ;  be  it 
also  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  from  and  after  the 
end  of  this  present  session  of  parliament,  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
any  bishop  in  his  diocese,  or  any  two  justices  of  the  peace, 
whereof  one  of  them  to  be  of  the  quorum, . . .  out  of  the  sessions, 
to  require  any  person  of  the  age  of  18  years  or  above,  whicli 
Bhall  be  convict  or  indicted  for  any  recusancy  {other  than  noble- 
men or  noblewomen)  for  not  repairing  to  divine  service  accord- 
ing to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  or  which  shall  not  have  received 
the  said  sacrament  twice  within  the  year  then  nest  past .  ,  , ; 
or  any  person  passing  through  the  country,  shire  or  liberty, 
and  unknown  (except  as  is  last  before  excepted)  that  being 
examined  by  them  upon  oath  shall  confess  ...  to  be  a  recusant, 
or  shall  confess  .  ,  .  that  he  had  not  received  the  sacrament 
twice  within  the  year  then  last  past,  to  take  the  oath  hereafter 
following  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists  ,  . . 

IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  such  person,  other 
than  noblemen  and  noblewomen,  shall  refuse  to  answer  upon 
oath  to  such  bishop  or  justices  of  peace  examiuing  him  aa 
aforesaid,  or  to  take  the  said  oath  so  duly  tendered  ...  by  such 
bishop  or  two  such  justices  of  peace  out  of  sessions,  that  then 
the  said  bishop  or  justices  of  peace  shall  commit  the  same 
person  to  the  common  gaol . . .  until  the  next  assizes  or  genei^al 
or  quarter  sessions,  , .  .  where  the  said  oath  shall  be  again  in 
the  said  open  assizes  or  sessions  required  of  such  person  by  the 
Baidjusticesofassizeor  justices  oi  peace; ...  and  if  the  said  person 
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.  .  .  sliall  refuse  to  tate  the  said  oath  .  .  .  every  person  so 
refusing  shall  incur  the  penalty  of  praemunire  ,  . . 

The  tenour  of  which  said  oath  hereafter  followeth ;  I  A.  B.  do 
truly  ancl  sincerely  acknowledge,  profess,  testify  and  declare  ia 
my  conscience  before  God  and  the  world,  that  our  sovereign 
lord  King  James  is  lawful  and  rightful  King  of  this  realm  and 
of  all  other  his  Majesty's  dominions  and  countries  ;  and  that 
the  Pope,  neither  of  himself  nor  by  any  authority  of  the  church 
or  See  of  Rome  or  by  any  other  means  with  any  other  hath  any 
power  01'  authority  to  depose  the  King,  or  to  dispose  any  of  his 
Jlajesty's  kingdoms  or  dominions,  or  to  authorize  any  foreign 
prince  to  invade  or  annoy  him  or  his  countries,  or  to  discharge 
any  of  his  subjects  of  their  allegiance  and  obedience  to  his 
Majesty,  or  to  give  licence  or  leave  to  any  of  them  to  bear  arms, 
r.iise  tumult  or  to  offer  any  violence  or  hurt  to  his  Majesty's 
loyal  person,  state  or  government  or  to  any  of  his  Majesty's 
subjects  within  his  Majesty's  dominions.  Also  I  do  swear 
from  my  heart  that,  notwithstanding  anydeclaratiou  or  sentence 
cf  escommunication  or  deprivation  made  or  granted  or  to  be 
made  or  granted  by  the  Pope  or  his  successors  or  by  any 
authority  derived  or  pretended  to  be  derived  from  him  or  his 
see  against  the  said  King,  his  heirs  or  successors,  or  any 
absolution  of  the  said  subjects  from  tlieir  obedience,  I  will  hear 
faith  and  true  allegiance  to  his  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors, 
and  him  or  them  will  defend  to  the  uttermost  of  my  power 
against  all  conspii'acies  and  attempts  whatsoever,  which  shall 
be  made  against  his  or  their  persons,  their  crown  and  dignity, 
by  reason  or  colour  of  any  such  sentence  or  declaration  or 
otherwise,  and  will  do  my  best  endeavour  to  disclose  and  make 
known  unto  his  Majesty,  his  lieirs  and  successors,  all  treasons 
and  traitorous  conspiracies,  which  I  shall  know  or  hear  of  to  be 
against  him  or  any  of  them ;  and  I  do  further  sivear  that  I  do 
from  my  heart  abhor,  detest  and  abjure,  as  impioas  and  Jiereiical, 
this  damnable  doctrine  and  position,  that  princes  which  be 
excommunicated  or  deprived  by  the  Pope  may  be  deposed  or 
murdered  by  tlieir  subjects  or  any  other  whatsoever  :  and  I  do 
believe  and  in  my  conscience  am  resolved  that  neither  the  Pope 
por  any  person  whatsoever  hath  power  to  absolve  me  of  this 
oath  or  any  part  thereof,  wliich  I  acknowledge  by  good  and  full 
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authority  to  te  lawfully  ministered  unto  me,  and  do  renounce  all 
paiJons  and  dispensations  to  tb.e  contrary  :  and  all  tliese  things 
I  do  plainly  and  sincerely  acknowledge  and  awear,  according  to 
these  express  words  hy  me  spoken  and  according  to  the  plain 
and  common  sense  and  nnderstaudlng  of  the  same  words, 
without  any  equivocation  or  mental  evasion  or  secret  reserva- 
tion whatsoever ;  and  I  do  make  this  recognition  and  acknow- 
ledgment heartily,  willingly  and  truly,  upon  the  true  faith  of 
a  Christian :  so  help  me  God.  Unto  which  oath  so  taken,  the 
said  person  shall  subscribe  his  or  her  name  or  mark. 

XII.  And  forasmuch  as  it  ia  found  .  .  .  that  such  as  go 
volnntai-ily  out  of  this  realm  of  England  to  serve  foreign  princes 
.  .  .  are  for  the  most  part  perverted  in  tJieir  religion  and  loyalty 
l)y  Jesuits  and  fugitives,  ...  be  it  therefore  enacted.  That  every 
subject  of  this  realm  that  . . .  siiall  go  out  of  this  realm  to  sei-ve 
any  foreign  prince,  .  .  .  not  having,  hefore  his  going  as  aforesaid, 
taken  the  oath  aforesaid,  .  .  ,  shall  be  a  feloa  .  .  . 

XIV.  And  further  be  it  enacted.  That  if  any  person  . .  .  shall 
.  . .  put  in  practice  to  .  . .  witlidraw  any  of  the  subjects  of  the 
King's  Majesty . , .  from  their  natural  obedience  to  his  Majesty . . . 
or  to  reconcile  them  to  the  Pope  or  See  of  Kome  ,  .  .  that  then 
every  such  person,  their  procurers  [&c.]  .  .  .  shall  be  to  all 
inteats  adjudged  traitors  and  being  thereof  lawfully  convicted 
shall  have  judgment,  suffer  and  forfeit  as  in  cases  of  high  treason ; 
and  if  any  such  person  as  aforesaid  .  .  .  shaD  be  . .  .  absolved  or 
withdi'awn  as  aforesaid  or  willingly  reconciled . , .  ttat  then  every 
such  person,  their  procurers  [&o.]  .  . .  shall  be  to  all  intents 
adjudged  traitors  and  . .  .  sufi'er  and  forfeit  as  in  cases  of  high 
treason. 

XVII.  [Peers  to  be  tried  liy  Peers.] 

XVTII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  subject  of  thie 
realm  . , .  shall  not  repair  every  Sunday  to  some  church,  chapei 
or  some  other  usual  place  appointed  for  common  prayer,  and 
there  hear  divine  service  according  to  the  statute'  made  in  that 
behalf,  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late  Queen  Elizabeth, 
that  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  one  justice  of  peace  of  that 
limit  whereiji  the  said  party  shall  dwell,  upon  proof  unto  him 
made  of  such  default  by  confession  of  the  party  or  oath  of 
'  I  Bis.  a:  jsElia.  i.  5  4, 
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witrcfa,  to  call  tLe  said  party  before  him;  and  if  he  shall  not 
make  a  sufficient  excuse  and  due  proof  thereof,  to  the  satis- 
faction of  tile  said  justice  of  peace,  that  it  shall  he  lawful  for 
the  said  justice  of  peace  to  give  warrant  to  the  churchwarden 
of  the  said  parish  wberein  the  said  party  shall  dwell  ...  to 
levy  izd.  for  every  such  default,  by  diatresa  and  sale  of  the 
goods  of  every  such  offender  . .  , ;  and  that  in  default  of  such 
distress  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  justice  of  peace  t» 
commit  every  such  offender  to  some  prison  within  the  said 
shire  .  . ,  wherein  such  offender  shall  be  inhahiting,  until  pay- 
ment be  made  of  the  said  sum  bo  to  be  forfeited;  which 
forfeiture  shall  be  employed  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  that 
pariah  wherein  tlie  offender  shall  be  resident .  . . 

XIX.  And  because  in  one  Act'  of  parliament  ...  in  the  3gth 
year  of  the  lat«  Queen  Elizabeth,  intituled  [&c,],  there  are  two 
branches  [clauses  5  and  6  are  here  recited],  which  said  two 
branches  are  found  defective ;  be  it  therefore  enacted,  That  the 
said  two  branches  .  .  ,  shall  be  . . .  repealed  and  made  void,  and 
in  lieu  thereof  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  which  .  .  . 
shall  willingly  maintain  ...  in  his  house  any  servant,  sojourner 
or  stranger  who  shall  not  go  to  aome  church  or  chapel,  or  usual 
place  of  common  prayer  to  hear  divine  service  ...  by  the  space 
of  one  month  together,  not  having  a  reasonable  excuse,  .  . .  shall 
forfeit  iio  for  every  month  that  he  shall  so  . .  .  harbour  any 
Buch  servant  [&e,]  ,  . . ;  and  that  every  person  which  shall  . .  . 
ieep  in  his  service,  fee  or  livery  any  person  which  shall  not  go 
to  some  church  [&c,  as  before]  shall  forfeit  for  every  month 
...^10... 

XSII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  offence  to  be 
committed  against  this  present  Act  may  be  .  ,  .  determined 
before  the  justices  of  the  King's  Bench,  justices  of  assize  and 
gaol-delivery  .  .  .;  and  all  offemses  other  than  treason  shall  be 
.  . .  determined  before  the  justices  of  peace  in  tlieir  general  or 
tiuarter  sessions  .  , . 

XXV.  Provided  always,  That  this  Act  nor  anything  therein 

contained  shall  extend  to  take  away  or  abridge  the  authority  or 

jurisdiction  of  the  ecclesiastical  censures  for  any  matter,  hat 

that  the   commissioners  of  his  Majesty  ...  in  causes  eccle- 

■35Em.  I.  5I5.& 
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siastical . . .  and  tb.e  archbishops,  bishops  and  other  ecclesiastical 
judges  may  proceed  as  before  the  making  of  this  Act  they  law- 
fully did  or  might  have  done  , .  . 

XXVII-  Provided  also  ,  ,  .  That  in  all  cases  where  any 
bii-hop  or  justices  of  the  peace  may  ,  .  .  require  of  any  subject 
the  oath  above-mentioned,  that  tiie  lords  of  the  Privy  Council 
...  or  any  fcix  of  them,  whereof  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord 
Treasurer  or  the  Principal  Secretary  for  the  time  to  be  one, 
shall  have  fall  power  ...  to  require  the  said  oaths  before- 
mentioned  of  any  nobleman  or  noblewoman,  then  being  above 
the  age  of  eighteen  years ;  and  if  any  such  .  . .  shall  refuse  to 
take  such  oaths,  that  in  every  such  case  such  nobleman  or 
noblewoman  shall  incur  the  pain  and  danger  of  a  praemunire . . . 

3  &  4  Jac.  L  Cap.  V. 
An  Act  to  prevent  and  avoid  dangers  i):hiKh  may  grow  hy  Pojnsh 
recusants. 
I,  Whereas  divers  Jesuits,  Seminaries  and  Popish  priests 
daily  do  withdraw  many  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  from  the  true 
service  of  Almighty  God  and  the  religion  established  within 
this  realm  to  the  Eomish  religion  and  from  their  loyal  obedience 
to  his  Majesty,  and  have  of  Jate  secretly  persuaded  divers 
recusants  and  Papists  ...  to  com.niit  most  damnable  treasons, 
tending  to  the  overthrow  of  God's  true  religion,  the  destruction 
of  his  Majesty  and  bis  royal  issue,  and  the  overthrow  of  the 
whole  state  and  commonwealth,  if  God  of  his  goodness  and 
mercy  had  not  within  few  hours  before  the  intended  time  of 
the  execution  thereof  revealed  and  disclosed  the  same ;  where- 
fore to  discover  and  prevent  such  secret  damnable"  conspiracies 
and  treasons  as  hereafter  may  be  put  in  nre  by  sucli  evil- 
disposed  persons,  if  remedy  be  not  therefore  provided ;  be  it 
enacted  .  .  .  That  such  person  as  shall  first  discover  to  any 
justice  of  peace  any  recusant  or  other  person  which  shall  enter- 
tain or  relieve  any  Jesuit,  Seminary  or  Popish  priest,  or  shall 
discover  any  mass  to  have  been  said  and  the  persons  that  were 
present  at  such  mass  and  the  priest  that  said  the  same,  within 
three  days  next  after  the  ofi'eace  committed,  and  that  by  reason 
of  such  discovery  any  of  the  said  offenders  be  taken  and  con- 
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victed  or  attainted,  that  then  the  person  which  liath  made  such 
discovery  shaU  not  only  be  freed  from  the  penalty  of  ajiy  law 
for  such  offence,  if  he  be  an  otFciider  therein,  but  also  have 
the  third  part  of  the  forfeiture  of  all  such  sums  of  money  . .  . 
which  shidl  be  forfeited  by  such  offence,  bo  as  the  same  total 
forfeiture  exceed  not  the  sn.m  of  £150,  and  if  it  exceed  the  sum 
of  £150  the  said  person  .  .  .  shall  have  the  sum  of  £50  .  .  . 

II.  And  whereas  the  repair  of  such  evil-affected  persons  to 
the  coui-t  or  t«  the  city  of  London  may  be  very  dangerous  to 
bia  Majesty's  person,  and  may  give  them  more  liberty  to  meet, 
consult  and  plot  their  treasons  and  pi-actices  against  the  state 
than  if  they  should  be  restrained  and  confined  unto  their  private 
houses  in  the  country;  for  remedy  hereof  be  it  enacted,  That 
no  Popish  recusant  convicted  shall  come  into  the  court  or  house 
where  the  King's  Majesty  or  his  heir  apparent  to  the  crown  of 
England  shall  be,  unless  he  he  commanded  bo  to  do  by  the 
King's  Majesty,  hia  heirs  or  successors,  or  by  warrant  in  writing 
from  the  lords  and  others  of  the  most  honourable  Privy  Council, 
.  .  .  upon  pain  to  forfeit  for  every  time  so  offending  £100,  the 
one  moiety  to  the  King's  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  successors,  the 
other  moiety  to  him  that  will  discover  and  sue  for  the  same  .  .  . : 
and  that  all  Popish  recusants  indicted  or  convicted  and  all 
other  persons  which  have  not  repaired  to  some  usual  church  or 
chapel  and  there  heard  divine  service  ...  by  the  space  of  three 
months  last  past,  .  .  .  dwelling  within  the  city  of  London  or  the 
liberties  thereof  or  within  ten  miles  of  the  said  city,  shall  within 
three  months  next  after  the  end  of  this  session  of  parliament 
depart  from  the  said  city  of  London  and  ten  miles  compass  of 
the  same,  ,  . .  upon  pain  that  every  person  offending  herein  shall 
forfeit  to  our  Sovereign  Loi'd  the  King's  Majesty,  his  heirs  and 
bucceesors,  the  sum  of  £100  . . . 

IIL  Provided  always,  That  such  person  or  persons  as  now  use 
any  trade,  mystery  or  manual  occupation  within  the  said  city  of 
London  or  within  ten  miles  of  the  same,  and  such  as  have 
their  only  dwelling  within  the  said  city  or  ten  miles  compass  of 
the  same,  not  having  any  other  place  of  abode  elsewhere,  may 
remain  in  such  place  within  the  said  city  or  ten  miles  of  the 
same  as  they  have  dwelled  iu  by  the  space  of  three  months  next 
before  this  present  session  of  parliament .  .  . 
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IV,  [Stat.  35  Eliz.  a.  §§  i,  z  confirmed;  %  7  (of  licences  to 
ravel  btyond  five  miles,  to  be  granted  by  two  justices  of  the 
Id] 
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YII.  And  be  it  also  enaet«d.  That  no  Popish  recusant  convict 
nor  any  having  a  wife  being  a  Popish  recusant  convict  shall .  .  . 
exercise  any  public  office  in  the  commonwealth,  but  shall  bo 
utterly  disabled  to  exercise  the  same  by  himself  or  by  hia 
deputy,  except  such  husband  himself  and  his  children  which 
shall  be  above  the  age  of  nine  years  abiding  with  him  and  his 
servants  in  liousehold  shall  once  every  month  at  the  least,  not 
having  any  reasonable  excuse  to  the  contrary,  repair  to  some 
church  or  cbspel  usual  for  divine  service  and  there  hear  divine 
El'--- '  .,  andthe  said  huBband  and  such  his  children  and  servanta 
as  are  of  meet  age  receive  the  sacrament  of  the  Loi-d'a  Supper, 
at  such  times  as  are  limited  by  the  laws  of  this  realm,  and  do 
bring  up  his  said  children  in  true  religion. 

VIII,  And  be  it  also  enacted.  That  every  married  woman 
being  a  Popish  recusant  convicted  (her  husband  not  standing 
convicted  of  Popish  reeusancy),  which  shall  not  conform  herself 
...  by  the  space  of  one  whole  year  next  before  the  death  of  her 
said  husband,  shall  forfeit  to  the  King's  Majesty  . . .  the  issuea 
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and  profits  of  two  parts  of  her  jointure  and  two  parts  of  her 
dower, . . ,  and  also  be  disabled  to  be  executrix  or  administratrix 
of  her  said  husband,  and  to  have  .  .  .  any  part  of  lier  said 
late  husband's  goods  and  chattels  . .  . 

IX.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted,  That  every  Popish  recusant 
.  .  .  shall  -stand  disabled  as  a  person  lawfully  and  duly 
excommunicated  and  that  every  person  sued  by  such  person 
BO  disabled  shall  pkad  the  "ame  in  disalling  of  such  plaintiff 
as  if  he  were  excomniunieated  bi  sentence  m  the  eccle^aiatical 
court  [actions  prosecuted  by  such  recusant  concerning  his  real 
property  only  excepted] 

X.  And  ...  be  it  fuither  enacted,  That  every  ni«n  being 
a  Popish  recusant  convicted,  or  who  shall  he  hereafter  married 
otherwise  than  in  some  open  church  or  chapel  and  otherwise 
than  according  to  tiie  orders  of  the  Church  of  Eugland  by 
a  minister  lawfully  authorised,  shall  be  utterly  disabled  to  have 
any  estate  of  freehold  in  any  the  landa  [&e.]  of  hia  wife  as 
tenant  by  the  curtesy  of  England ;  and  that  every  woman  being 
a  Popish  recusant  convicted  and  who  shall  be  hereafter  married 
in  other  form  than  as  aforesaid  shall  he  utterly  disabled  not 
only  to  claim  any  dower  of  the  inheritance  of   her  husband 

0  anj  jointure  of  the  lands  [&c.]  of  her  husband  or  any  of 
his  an  e  to  s,  but  also  of  her  widow's  estate  and  frank-bank  in 
anv  u  t  nary  lands  whereof  her  husband  died  seised,  and 
Ik  e  be  disabled  to  have  any  pait  of  the  goods  of  her  said 
1  u  ba  d  by  virtue  of  any  custom  .  .  . :  and  if  any  such  man  be 
n  a  ed  th  any  woman  contrary  to  .  .  ,  this  Act,  which 
woman  hath  no  lands  [&c.]  whereof  he  may  be  entitled  to  be 
tenant  ly  the  curtesy,  then  such  roan  .  . .  shall  forfeit  Xioo  . . . : 
an  I  tl  at  ery  Popish  recusant  which  shall  hereafter  have  any 
ch  Id  h  n  shall  within  one  month  .  ,  ,  cause  the  same  child  to 
be  baptized  hj  a  lawful  minister  according  to  the  luws  of  this 
realm  in  the  open  church, .  . .  upon  pain  that  the  father  ...  or,  if 
he  be  dead,  then  the  mother  of  such  child  ehall.  ..forfeit  £100. ..: 
and  if  any  Popish  recusant  man  or  woman,  not  being  excom- 
municate, shall  be  buried  in  any  place  other  than  in  the 
church  or  churchyard  or  not  according  to  the  ecclesiastical  laws 
of  this  realmj  that  the  executors  . . .  ehall  forfeit  the  sum  of 

£.20... 
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SI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  chililrea  of  any 
subject  within  this  lealm  (the  said  chiidrcn  not  being  soldiers, 
inarinere,  merofiants  or  their  apprentices  or  factors),  to  prevent 
their  good  educa.tioa  in  England  or  for  any  other  cause,  shall 
hereafter  be  sent  or  go  beyond  seas  without  licence  of  tie 
King's  Majesty  or  six  of  his  houourahie  Privy  Ccuncil,  whereof 
ihe  Principal  Secretary  to  be  one,  .  .  .  that  then  every  such  child 
shall  take  no  benefit  by  any  gift,  conveyance,  descent,  devise  or 
otherwise  of  any  lands  .  .  .  goods  or  chattels,  until  he,  being  of 
the  age  of  eighteen  years  or  above,  take  the  oath  mentioned  in 
an  Act  of  parliament '  made  this  present  session,  intituled  [&c.], 
before  some  justice  of  peace  of  Ihe  county  . .  . ;  and  that  in  the 
meautiiiic  the  next  of  kin  which  shall  be  no  Popish  recusant 
fchall  have  and  enjoy  the  Eaid  lands  [&c.]  untU  such  time  as  the 
person  BO  sent  or  gone  beyond  the  seas  shall  conform  him  or 
her  self  and  take  the  aforesaid  oath  and  receive  the  saciament 
of  the  Lord's  Supper  .  .  . 

XTT.  And  for  that  many  subjects  of  this  realm  .  .  .  are  of  hite 
gone  beyond  the  seas  without  licence  .  .  . ,  be  it  further  enacted, 
That  if  any  of  the  said  persons  .  . .  shall  not  within  sis  months 
next  after  their  return  into  this  realm,  then  being  of  the  age  of 
eighteen  years  or  more,  take  the  oath  above  specified  .  .  . , 
every  such  offender  shall  take  no  benefit  by  any  gift .  .  .  devise 
or  otherwise  of  any  lands  ,  .  .  goods  or  chattels,  until  he  .  .  . 
take  the  said  oath;  and  that  likeivise  in  the  meantime  the  ns-st 
of  kin  .  ,  .  which  shall  be  no  Popish  recusant  shall  enjoy  the 
said  lands  [&c.]  .  . . 

XIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  person  tLat 
is  a  Popish  recusant  convict,  during  the  time  that  he  shall 
be  a  recusant,  shall  ...  be  utterly  disabled  to  present  to  any 
benefice  with  cure  or  without  cure,  prebend  or  any  other 
ecclesiastical  living,  or  to  collate  or  nominate  to  any  free  school, 
hospital  or  donative  whatsoever,  and  .  .  .  shall  likewise  be 
disabled  to  grant  any  avoidance  to  any  benefice,  prebend  or 
other  ecclesiastical  living ;  and  that  the  chancellor  and  scholars 
of  the  University  of  Oxford,  S')  olten  as  any  of  them  shidl  be 
void,  thall  have  the  presentation  ...  to  every  such  benefice 
r&c]  lying  within  [cei'tflin  counties],  and  that  the  clianceUor 
•  3  and  4  Jao.  I.  4.  5  9  (nboTe,  p.  2J9). 
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and  scholars  of  the  University  of  Cambridge  shall  hare  [tlie 
aame  privilege  within  certain  other  couatiea], 

XIV.  Moreover,  because  recueants  c  n  '  t  n  t  tli    ght 

meet  to  be  executors  or  administrator  t  any  p  n  n  t 
bave  the  education  of  tbeir  own  child  n  mu  b  1  f  tb 
children  of  any  other  of  the  Kini^s  sulje  t  n  t  h  the 
marriage  of  them,  betthf  tdTht       b       u  ant 

.  . .  Bhall  be  disabled  t    b  to  dm       t    t  n 

shall  bave  the  custody    f  1  Id         gu    d  hnali\, 

guardian  ia  socage  0    g       I         n        t  f      y !     ds  [&c.] 

being  freehold  or  copyh  Id  b  t    h  1!  b      dj  d    d  disabled 

to  bave  such  wardship  tody    f      y       b    1  jJd        of  tbeir 

lands  [&c.] ;  and  that  f  tl  1  tt  I  cat  n  dp  ervation 
of  the  said  children      d  tt  t  t      ib  t     f  k      ...  to 

whom  the  said  land    [&   ]  n    t  1  wf  dly  d       nd,  who 

shall  usually  resoii  to     m     b      h  d  th  h  ly  sacra- 

ment of  the  Lord's  S  }  p     tl  tb  t  >  1  re  ,  .  , , 

shall  have  the  custod  d  d  t  f  th  m  1  Id  and  of 
bis  said  lands  [&c.]  b         h  Id  L    ght  ntil  the 

full  age  of  the  said  w    d  d    f  hi        d  ]    ds  [&c.] 

holden  by  copy  of        rt     11      f      y  m  1    g  as  the 

custm  of  tbe  "5  'd  m  h  11  p    m  t  th       m 

XV  A  dl     tf    th  t  d  Tb  t      [  b  111      gf    m 

b         Ith        s,  ball  p     t      11       b  J      J  P  J    h  i    m 

Idplt  mual  Pphthm  I 

b  ptllgd        dl  i         tcot         gp 

1 1        matt      p      td      writ      in      ylgg      bt.. 

y    th  p     1 1  book     p      t  d         w    tt  th 

Elhto-ni       p      p  ffrft  f4       f  y       b 

Ik  d  th  t    t     h  U  b     1  wf  i  f  y  t       J     t  f 

p  Itllm  llfi         dhfffi  ft 

\  towns       pt  t  htlh  lld^gf 

yP  P   i'  t  t         f        -yi  r.         h       wf 

Ppl  =at  tfPihbk         dl  f 

Pprj        dthtt  ILpyhedpf  hik 

P  p   h       I  y  P  I    b    book     h  U  b     f      d         tl 

(Jy  th      I  f  th         d  J    t         [&  ]     h  11 

b      b     ght       m    t   f  h  t   t     h  th 

mhUbp         tlydtddbtftb  tt 


yGoosle 


268  James  I.  [leoa. 

be  turnt,  and  if  it  he  a  crucifix  or  other  relic  of  any  price, 
the  same  to  be  defaced  .  . .  and  ...  to  be  restored  to  the  owner 

XVI.  And  be  it  also  enacted,  That  all  such  armonr,  gun- 
powder and  munition  ...  as  any  Popish  recusant  convict  within 
this  realm  of  England  hath  in  his  house  ...  or  elsewhere  . . . 
shall  he  taken  ...  by  warrant  of  four  justices  of  peace  at  their 
general  or  quarter  sessions  .  .  .  {other  than  such  necessary 
weapons  as  shall  be  thought  fit  by  the  said  foar  justices  of 
peace  to  remain  and  be  allowed  for  the  defence  of  the  person  of 
such  recusant  or  for  the  defence  of  his  house)  . . . 

XIX.  [Proviso  as  in  3  Jac.  I.  4.  §  25.] 


First  Parliament:   Third  Sessi,on. 

Hov.  18,  1606— Joly  4.  1607. 

4  &  5  Jac.  I.  Cap.  L 

An  Act  for  ihe  utter  abolition  of  aU  memory  of  hostility  and  the 
dependences  thereof  between.  England  and  Scotland,  and  for 
the  repressifig  of  occasiana  of  discord  and  disorders  in  time 
to  come. 

I.  For  the  hononr,  weal  and  good  of  these  trvo  mighty  famous 
and  ancient  kingdoms  of  England,  and  Scotland,  aud  for  the 
furtherance  and  advancement  of  the  happy  union  already  begun 
in  his  Majesty's  royal  person,  be  it  enacted,  That  [Stat.  4  H. 
V.  (2)  7  (letters  of  marque)]  shall  be  utterly  repealed.  . . . 

IL  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  [certain  other  statutes]  ' 
shall  be  utterly  repealed ;  and  if  there  had  appeared  any  other 
Btatute  of  this  realm  of  England,  wherein  anything  is  ordained 
expressly  against  Scottishmen  as  enemies  or  Scotland  as  an 
enemy  country  .  . . ,  we  should,  for  so  much  of  them  as  had 
so  concerned  Scottishmen  or  Scotland,  have  utterly  abrogated 

[.VIII.  16;  J  Had  3 
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and  annulled  the  same,  seeing  all  enmity  and  liostility  of  former 
times  between  the  two  kingdoms  and  peoples  is  now  happily 
taken  away,  and  under  the  government  of  his  Majesty  as  under 
one  parent  and  head  turned  into  fraternity  or  brotherly  friend- 
ship. 

IlL  Provided  nevertheless  ,  ,  .  That  none  of  the  articles  in 
this  Act  before  contained  shall  take  effect .  .  .  until  these  Acta 
of  parliament  of  the  realm  of  Scotland  hereafter  following' .  .  . 
shall  by  act  of  parliament  of  the  said  realm  of  Scotland  be 
utterly  repsaled;  and  until  also  the  said  paidiament  of  the 
realm  of  Scotland  shall .  .  .  make  as  full  and  ample  declaration 
concerning  their  cle.ir  intention  and  desire  of  repeal  of  all  other 
hostile  laws  of  their  part  not  before  mentioned,  if  they  were 
known,  as  on  the  part  of  this  realm  of  ^England  hath  been  in 
this  present  Act  expressed. 

IV.  And  be  it  fui  ther  enacted,  That  one  Act '  made  in  the  5th 
year  of  King  Eichavd  the  second,  coueerning  the  restraint  of 
passage  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  out  of  this  realm  . . .  shall  be 
from  bencefortb  utterly  repealed. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  noperaon  subject  of  either 
realm  shall  be  .  .  .  any  way  troubled  or  called  in  question  . ,  . 
by  reason  of  any  offences  . ,  .  (befoi-e  the  decease  of  the  late 
Queen  Elizabeth  of  famous  memory)  which  were  determinable 
by  the  laws  or  constitutions  of  the  borders  within  the  courts 
and  jurisdiction  of  the  late  wardens  or  otherwise  . ,  . 

VI.  And  forasmuch  as  no  abolition  of  hostile  laws  or  of  the 
memory  of  hostility  . .  .  can  presently  extirpate  those  inveterate 
evil  customs  and  disorders  .  .  .  wherewith  the  worst  sorts  of 
inhabitants  near  the  limit  of  both  realms  b  ere  infected ;  .  .  .  and 
whereas  experience  teacheth  that  the  malefactors  of  either 
realm  having  committed  their  offences  in  the  other  realm  do 
forthwith  escape  nuiny  times  into  their  own  country,  thereby 
to  purchase  their  impunity ;  . .  .  and  whereas  in  regard  of  some 
difference  ...  in  eases  of  life  between  the  justice  of  the  realm 
of  England  and  that  of  the  realm  of  Scotland,  it  appeareth  to 
he  most  eonvenient .  . .  to  proceed  with  all  possible  severity 
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against  offenders  in  their  own  country  according  to  the  laws  of 
tile  same ;  ...  tie  it  therefore  enacted,  That  all  offences '  .  .  . 
committed  by  any  suhjects  of  thia  realm  of  England  ,  .  ,  within 
the  realm  of  Scofland  .  .  .  shall  be  from  henceforth  enquired  of, 
heard  and  determined  before  his  Majesty's  justices  of  assize  or 
his  commissioners  of  oyer  and  tprminer  or  gaol  deliver>  ,  by 
good  and  lawful  men  of  the  counties  of  Cumberland,  Nirth- 
umberland,  Westmoreland  .      ,  in  like  manner  as  if  tnich 

offences  had  heea  committed  withm  the  same  shoe  wheie  thev 
shall  be  k>  enquired  of,  heard  and  determined 

XV.  And  be  it  further  emicted,  That  no  nitural  born  snhiect 
of  the  realm  of  England  .  .  shall  for  any  high  trejeon  ...  or 
any  other  offence  or  cause  committed  within  Scotland  be  sent 
out  of  England  where  he  is  apprehended,  to  receive  his  trial, 
until  Eucli  time  as  both  realms  shall  he  made  one  in  laws  and 
government,  which  is  the  thing  so  much  desired  as  that  wherein 
the  fall  perfection  of  the  blessed  union  already  begun  in  his 
Majetty't  royal  person  cousisteth  . .  . 


First  Parliament:  Fourth  Session. 

Feb.  8— July  23, 1610. 

7  &  8  Jac  I   Cap  I 
An  Act  far  He  bett  r  eie       0  i  of  jitit  ce     nl  su2prc  nng  of 
en     nal  i^e    le  s  m  the  north  parti  oj  the  hnjio  i  of 
Mnglcnd 
I.  A\hereis  in  a  statute'  m-ule  in  the  tl  id  se  s  on  of  tlis 
pre  ent  pari  ament  int  tuled  [&o  ]    t  was  enacted  [S,c  ]  since 
the  making  of  which  statute        there  hath  not  been  any  one 
offender  comn   tt  ng  iny  the  offences  ifoie^a  1  m  fecothud  thtt 
hath  been  prosecuted  ...  in  England  . .  . ;  whereby  it  manifestly 
appeareth  that  the  said  clanse  in  the  said  statute  .  . .  hath,  not 
brought  forth  that  good  effect  as  was  hoped  for  .  .  . ;  be  it 
here  recited. 
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enacted  .  .  .  That  if  .  .  .  any  person  ehall  commit  any  offence 
within  the  realm  of  Scotland  ,  .  .  -whiclt  by  the  laws  of  this 
realm  of  England  is  declared  to  he  petty  treason  [or  some  one 
of  various  offences  mentioned]  and  escape  into  the  realm  of 
England  and  be  apprehended  within  any  the  counties  of 
Northumberland,  Cnmberland,  Westmoreland  .  ,  ,  or  within 
the  parts  lying  on  the  nortli  side  of  the  river  of  Tyiie  .  .  . ,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  justices  of  assize  [&c.]  or  the  justices  of 
peace  in  their  general  or  quarter  sessions  ...  to  remand  such 
offenders  into  the  realm  of  Scotland,  there  to  receive  theii- 
trial  ,  .  , 

II.  Provided  .  ,  .  That  this  statute  nor  any  clause  therein 
contained  shall  take  effect .  .  .  until  a  law  by  Act  of  parliament 
be  made  within  the  realm  of  Scotland  for  the  sending  out  of 
Scotland  into  England  all  persons  bom  within  the  realm  of 
Scotland  whidh  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  commit  any  the 
offences  afoitmid  within  the  realm  of  England,  to  receive  their 
trial  in  the  ?  fl(m  of  England  .  ■ . 

7  &  8  Jac.  I,  Cap.  IV. 
An  Ad  for  the  due  execution  of  divers  laws  and  statutes  fieretofore 
made  against  rogv4S,  vagabonds  and  £Pwrdy  beggars  and 
other  lewd  and  idle  per8<ms. 

I.  Whereas  heretofoie  divers  good  and  necessary  laws  and 
statutes  have  been  made  for  the  erection  of  houses  of  correction, 
for  the  suppressing  and  punishing  of  rogues,  vagabonds  and 
other  idle  vagrant  and  disorderly  persons,  which  laws  have  not 
wrought  so  good  effect  as  was  expected,  as  well  for  tiiat  the 
said  houses  of  correction  have  not  been  hnilt ...  as  also  for 
that  the  said  statutes  have  not  been  duly  and  severely  put  in 
execution  .  . ,;  for  remedy  whereof  he  it  enacted  .  .  .  That  all 
laws  and  statutes  now  in  force  made  for  building  of  houses  of 
correction  and  for  punishing  of  rogues  , .  .  and  idle  persons 
ehall  be  put  in  due  esecution. 

II,  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  hefore  the  feast  of 
St  Michael  the  Arcbangel ...  1611  there  shall  be  , .  .  built  or 
otherwise  provided  within  every  county  of  this  realm  of 
England  and  Wales,,  where  there  is  not  one  house  of  correction 
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already  . .  . ,  one  or  more  fit  and  convenient  lionsea  of  correction 
with  convenient  back-side  thereunto  adjoining,  together  with 
,  . .  neoeasaiy  implements  to  set  the  said . . .  idle  persona  on 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  the  eaid  house  .  . . 
slmll  not  be  .  .  ,  provided  before  the  feast  of  St  Michael  . .  . 
1 6i  I  ...  that  then  every  justice  of  peace  within  every  county 
.  .  .  where  such  house  . .  .  shall  not  he  provided  shall  forfeit 
for  his  said  neglect  ^5  . . . 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  justices  of  peace  of 
every  comity  ...  at  their  quarter  seBsiona  ,  ,  .  shall  ,  .  .  appoint 
.  .  .  one  or  more  honest,  fit  persona  to  he  governor  or  master  of 
the  Baid  houses  .  -  . ;  which  persons  so  chosen  ,  ,  .  shall  have 
l)ower  to  set  such  . .  .  idle  and  disorderly  persons  as  shall  be 
brought  or  sent  unto  the  said  house  io  work  and  labour  (being 
able),  . .  .  and  that  the  said  .  . .  idle  persons,  during  such  time 
as  they  shall  continue  in  the  said  house  of  conition,  shall  in 
no  sort  be  chargeable  to  the  country  for  any  alliance  .  ,  .  but 
shall  have  such  aJlowance  as  they  shall  deserve  by  their  own 
labour  and  work. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said  justices  of  peace 
within  every  of  their  several  divisions,  twice  in  every  year 

t  the  1  t  and  ftener  if  there  be  occasion,  shall  meet  together 
f  th  b  tt  e  ution  of  this  statute,  and  at  some  four  or  five 
d  y  b  f  the  meeting  .  ,  .  shall ,  .  .  command  the  constables 
a  d  t  th       m  n    .  .  within  their  said  several  divisions,  which 

hall  b  a  ted  with  sufficient  men  of  the  same  places,  to  make 
a  ^  1  p      V      M^h  in  one  night  ...  for  the  finding  out  and 

app    h  nd  n      f  th        d  nd  dl    p    so  d  th  t 
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7  &  8  Jac.  L  Cap.  VI. 

An  Act  for  administering  the  oalh  of  allegiance,  and  reformation 

of  married  women  recusant. 

I.  Whereas  by  a  statute'  made  in  the  tJiird  year  of  youv 

Majesty's  reign,  intituled  [&c.],  the  form  of  an  oath  to  be 

ministered  to  certain  persoua   in  the  same  Act  mentioned  is 

prescribed,  tending  only  to  the  declaration  of  such  duty,  as 

every  true  and  well  affected  subject .  .  .  ought  to  bear  to  your 

Majesty  . .  . ;  and  to  sheiv  how  greatly  your  loyal  subjects  do 

approve  the   said   oath,   tliey  prostrate  themselves    at   your 

Majesty's  feet,  beseeching  your   Majesty  that  the  same  oath 

may  be  administered  to  all  your  subjects;  to  ■which  end  .  .  . 

be   it   enacted.  That    all    persons,   as   well   ecclesiaBtioal    as 

temporal,  .  .  .  above  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  being  hereafter 
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one,  upon  knowledge  thereof,  shall  require  such  person  to  take 
the  said  oath ;  and  if  any  other  person  of  or  ahove  the  said  age 
and  under  the  said  degree  .  . ,  stand  and  be  presented,  indicted 
or  convicted  for  not  coining  to  church  or  receiving  the  Holy 
Communion  .  .  .  according  to  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this 
realm  .  .  .,  or  if  the  minister,  petty  constable  and  church- 
wardens or  any  two  of  them  shall  .  .  .  complain  to  any  justice 
of  peace  near  adjoining  to  the  place  where  any  person  com- 
plained of  shall  dwell,  and  the  said  justices  shall  find  cause  of 
suspicion,  that  then  any  one  justice  of  peace,  within  wboEe 
commission  or  power  such  person  shall  be,  or  to  whom  complaint 
shall  be  made  as  aforesaid,  shall  upon  notice  thereof  require 
such  person  ia  take  the  said  oath  ■  .  ■ ;  and  that  if  any 
person  , .  ,  shall  refuse  to  take  the  said  oath  .  .  . ,  that  then  the 
persons  authorised  by  this  law  to  give  the  said  oath  shall 
commit  the  same  offender  to  the  common  gaol,  there  to  remain 
.  .  .  until  the  next  assizes  or  general  quarter  sessions,  .  .  .  where 
the  said  oath  shall  be  again  .  .  .  required  of  such  person  .  .  .; 
and  if  the  said  person  .  . .  shall  refuise  to  take  the  said  oath  . .  . 
every  person  SO  refusing  shall  incur  the  penalty  of  praemunire. 

IV.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  person  refusing  to 
take  the  said  oath  as  above  shall  be  disabled  ...  to  execute  any 
public  place  of  judicature  or  bear  any  other  of&ce  (being  no 
office  of  inheritance  or  ministerial  function)  within  this  your 
Highness'  realm  of  England,  or  to  use  or  practise  the  common 
law  or  civil  law,  or  the  science  of  physic  or  surgery,  or  the  art 
of  an  apothecary,  or  any  liberal  science,  for  hia  or  their  gain, 
within  this  realm,  until  such  time  aa  the  same  person  shall 
receive  the  same  oath  according  to  the  intent  of  this  statute. 

V.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  married  woman, 
being  lawfully  convicted  as  a  popish  recusant  for  not  coming  to 
church,  shall  not  within  three  months  nest  after  such  conviction 
conform  herself  and  repair  to  the  ciurch  and  receive  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  according  to  the  former 
laws  , . , ,  that  then  she  shall  be  committed  to  prison  by  one 
of  the  privy  council  ...  or  by  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  if  she 
be  a  baroness,  or  if  she  be  under  that  degree,  by  two  justices 
of  the  peace  of  the  same  county,  whereof  one  to  he  of  the 
quorum,  there  to  remain  .  .  .  until  she  shall  conform  herself  . .  . , 
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unless  the  huBband  of  such  wife  shall  pay  ...  for  every  month 
£10  ...  or  else  the  third  pai't ...  of  all  his  lands  and  tene- 
ments, at  the  choice  of  the  husband  whose  wife  is  bo  convicted, 
during  ao  long  time  as  she  remaining  a  recusant  convicted  shall 
continue  out  of  prison  . .  . 


First  Parliament:  Fifth  Sessioji. 

Oct.  16— Deo.  6, 1810. 
(Ifo  Statutes  passed.) 

Second  Parliament. 

April  5— June  7,  1614. 
(No  Statutes  paEEsd.) 

Third  Parliament  :  First  and  Second  Sessions. 

Jan.  30— June  4,  and  Hot.  20 — Dec.  18, 1621, 
(Tiro  Acts  of  Subsidies  alone  passed.) 

Fourth   Parliament. 

ffeb.  19— Blay  39. 1624. 

21  &  22  Jac.  I.  Cap.  III. 

An  Act  concerning  monopolies,  and  dis2>ensaliont  with  penal 
laws,  and  the  forfeiture  tkm-eof. 
I.  Forasmuch  as  your  most  excellent  Majesty,  in  your  royal 
judgment  and  of  your  blessed  disposition  to  the  weal  and  quiet 
of  your  subjects,  did  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God,  i6io,  publish 
ia  print  to  the  whole  realm  and  to  all  posterity,  That  all  grants 
of  monopolies,  and  of  the  benefit  of  any  penal  laws,  or  of  power 
to  dispense  with  the  law,  or  to  compound  for  the  forfeiture,  are 
contrary  to  your  Majesty's  laws ;  which  your  Majesty's  declar- 
ation is  truly  consonant  and  agreeable  to  the  ancient  and 
fundamental  laws  of  this  your  realm ;  and  whereas  your  Majesty 
was  further  graciously  pleased  expressly  to  command,  that  no 
Bultor  should  presume  to  move  your  Majesty  for  matters  of  that 
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nature;  yet  neyertlieless,  upon  misiEfonnations  and  untrue 
jiretences  of  public  good,  many  suuh  gratit?  liave  been  unduly 
obtained  and  unlawfully  put  in  execution,  to  the  great  grieTsnce 
and  inconvenience  of  your  Majesty's  subjects,  contrary  to  the 
laws  of  this  jour  realm  and  contrary  to  your  Majesty's  royal 
and  blesEed  intention  bo  pablished  as  aforesaid ;  for  avoiding 
whereof  and  preventing  of  the  like  in  time  to  come,  may  it 
please  your  most  excellent  Majesty  .  .  .  that  it  may  be  declared 
and  enacted,  and  be  it  declared  and  en^icted  Thit  all  laonopoliea 
and  all  i,ommis''ioiis  grants  licences  tlurtera  and  Ictteta  patents 
to  in  J  pel  son  lodies  politic  or  corporite  wh\tsoevi,r  for 
the  =ole  bujing  selling  malung  working  oi  using  of  anjtiung 
within  this  realm  or  the  dominion  of  Wtles  oi  of  any  other 
moi  poUes  01  of  power  to  di  pense  with  any  others  or  to  give 
]i(,ecce  or  toleration  to  do  an; thing  against  the  tcncur  of  any 
;  statute  01  to  give  or  make  any  warrant  tor  ai  y  buoIi 
1  licence  or  toleiation  oi  to  a^  ee  oi  compound 

witli  any  others  for  an^  penalty  or  f  rfeituics  limited  >y  any 
stitiite  or  of  any  ^'s^t  oi  piomse  of  the  benefit  of  any 
forfeiture  penilty  or  seal  of  money  that  «hall  be  due  by 
any  statute  before  judgment  tbeieupon  1  ad  and  all  proclama 
tions  inhibitions  restiainta  wairants  of  assistance  and  ail 
otbei  thiOj.'s  whitaoevbi  ai  y  way  tending  to  tJ  e  instituting 
oi  countenan  ing  of  the  same  are  altogether  contiary  to 

the  laws  of  this  realm,  and  so  are  and  shall  be  utterly  void  and 
of  none  effect .  .  ■ 

II.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  monopolies  and  all 
such  commissions,  grants  [&c,],  and  all  other  things  tending  as 
aforesaid  ,  .  .  ought  to  be  and  sliall  be  for  ever  hereafter ,  .  . 
tried  and  determined  according  to  the  comiuoD  laws  of  this 
realm,  and  not  otherwise. 

V.  Provided  nevertheless,  .  .  .  That  any  declaration  before- 
mentioned  shall  not  extend  to  any  letters  patents  aud  grants  of 
privilege  for  the  term  of  one  and  twenty  years  or  under,  hereto- 
fore made  of  the  sole  working  or  making  of  any  manner  of  new 
manufacture  within  this  realm  to  the  first  and  tme  inventor  or 
inventors  of  such  manufactures,  which  others  at  the  time  of  the 
making  of  such  letters  patents  and  grants  did  not  use,  so  tliey 
be  not  contrai'y  to  the  law,  nor  mischievous  to  the  state  by 
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raising  of  the  prices  of  commodities  at  home  or  hurt  of  trade, 
or  geDera]ly  inconvenient,  but  that  tlie  same  shall  be  of  such 
force  as   they  were  or  should  be  if  this  Act  had  not  been 

VI.  Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted.  That  any  declaration 
beforementioned  shall  not  extend  to  any  letters  patents  and 
grants  of  privilege  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years  or  uoder, 
hereafter  to  be  made,  of  the  sole  working  or  makir^  of  any 
manner  of  new  manufactures  within  this  realm,  to  the  true  and 
first  inventor  and  inventors  of  such  manufactures  .  .  . 

IX,  Provided  also,  , .  ,  That  this  Act  ,  .  .  shall  not  in  any 
wise  extend  or  be  prejudicial  unto  tie  city  of  London  or  to  any 
city,  borough  or  town  corporate  within  this  realm,  for  any 
grants,  charters  or  letters  patents  to  them  .  .  .  granted,  or  for 
any  customs  used  by  or  within  any  of  them,  or  unto  any  corpor- 
ations, companies  or  fellowships  of  any  art,  trade,  occupation  or 
mystery,  or  to  any  companies  or  societies  of  merchants  within 
this  realm  erected  for  the  maintenance  ...  of  any  trade  of 
merchandise  .  , . 

X-2IV.  [Various  special  exemptions.] 

21  &  2    Jag  I   Cap  S. 

An  Act  of  rej.  al  of  one  branch  of  a    t      t    made  in,  llie  j^th 
ye  r  of  K  Tig  Henry  the  E  ghth 

I.  Whereia  the  suljects  of  the  country  and  dom  n  on  of 
Wales  have  been  eonstdntlj  loyal  and  obed  ent  and  wl  ereaa 

by  an  Act '  of  parliament  made  m  the  34th  year  of  the  reign  of 
the  late  King  Henry  the  Eighth,  intittiled  [&o.],  it  is  enacted 
.  , .  That  the  King's  most  royal  Majesty  may  .  ,  ,  from  time  to 
time  . . .  make  laws  and  ordinances  for  .  ,  .  his  said  dominion  of 
Wales,  .  .  .  and  that  ...  all  such  laws  and  ordinances  .  .  .  shall 
be  of  as  good  effect  aa  if  they  had  been  made  by  authority  of 
parliament  .  .  . ;  for  the  abolition  of  distinction  between  the 
subjects  of  England  and  Wales,  his  moat  excellent  Majesty  .  .  . 
is  graciously  pleased  that  it  may  be  enacted,  .  .  ,  and  be  it 
enacted,  That  the  said  recited  branch  of  the  said  Act  of  parlia- 

*  3*31111  3i  H,  VIII.  :6.  5  59. 
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ment  ...  be  utterly  repealed,  .  . .  and  that  the  King's  Majesty, 
liiH  heirs  or  succeseors,  shall  not  by  virtue  of  .  .  .  the  said  Act, 
at  any  time  hereafter,  alter  ,  .  ,  any  laws,  usage  or  custom,  or 
make  any  new  laws  for  the  eaid  dominion  or  principality  of 
"Wales. 

21  &  22  Jac.  I.  Cap.  XXYIII. 

An  Act  for  continuing  and  Teinmng  of  divers  statutes  and  repeal 
of  divers  Others. 

VII.  Be  it  also  enacted  . .  .  That  no  sanctuary  or  privilege  of 
sanctuary  shiitl  be  hereafter  allowed  in  any  caae. 


EI  &  22  Jao.  L  Cap.  XXXIIL 
An  Actfyr  payment  of  three  svhddiea  and  fJiree  fifteens  hy  the 


I.  Most  gracious  Sovereign,  we  your  Majesty's  most  humble, 
faithful  and  loving  subjects,  .  ,  .  having  entered  into  serious  and 
due  consideration  of  the  weighty  and  most  important  causes 
which  at  this  time  more  than  at  any  other  time  heretofore  do 
press  your  Majesty  to  a  much  greater  expense  than  your  own 
treasure  alone  can  at  this  present  support,  and  likewise  of  the 
injuries  and  indignities  which  have  been  lately  offered  to  your 
Majesty  and  your  children,  under  colour  and  during  the  time  of 
the  treaties  for  the  marriage  with  Spain  and  the  restitution  of 
the  Palatinate,  which  in  this  parliament  have  been  clearly  laid 
open  unto  us ;  and  withal  what  humble  advice,  with  one 
consent  and  voice,  we  have  given  unto  jour  Majesty  to  dissolve 
those  treaties,  which  your  Majesty  hath  been  graciously  pleased 
to  our  exceeding  joy  and  comfort  fully  to  yield  unfo  ,  .  . ;  we  in 
aU  humbleness  most  ready  and  willing  to  give  unto  your 
Majesty  and  the  whole  world  an  ample  testimony  of  our  dutiful 
affections  and  sincere  intentions  to  assist  you  therein,  for  the 
maintenance  of  that  war  that  may  hereupon  ensue,  and  more 
particularly  for  the  defence  of  this  your  realm  of  England,  the 
securing  of  your  kingdom  of  Ireland,  the  assistance  of  your 
neighbours  the  States  of  the  United  Provinces  and  other  your 
Majesty's  friends  and  allies,  and  for  the  setting  forth  of  your 
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royal  navy,  we  have  resolved  to  give  for  the  present  the 
greatest  aid  which  ever  was  granted  in  parliameat  to  be  levied 
in  ao  short  a  time;  and  therefore  ...  be  it  declared  by  the 
authority  of  this  present  parliament,  That  the  said  two  treaties 
are  by  your  llajesty  utterly  dissolved  ;  and  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  war  which  may  ensue  thereupon  and  for  the  causes  afore- 
said, be  it  enacted.  That  three  whole  fifteens  and  tenths  shall 
be  levied  ...  in  manner  aforetime  used,  ...  to  he  paid  unto  the 
hands  of  Sir  Thomas  Middleton  Knight  and  Alderman  of 
London  [and  eeven  others  named],  treasurers  especially  ap- 
pointed by  this  Act  to  receive  and  ifesue  the  same  ,  .  , 

IV.  And  furthermore,  for  the  great  and  weighty  consider- 
ations aforesaid,  we  the  Lords  spiritual  and  temporal  and  tl^e 
Commons  . . .  give  and  graut  to  your  Highness  . . .  three  entire 
Eubsidieg  .  , . 

XXXVI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  suras  of 
money  by  this  present  Act  granted  to  the  uses  aforesaid  shall 
be  paid  by  the  several  collectors  thereof  .  .  .  unto  the  said 


XXXVII.  And  to  the  end  that  all  the  sums  of  money  by  this 
present  Act  granted  . . .  may  be  truly  expended  for  the  uses  afore- 
said and  not  otherwise,  according  to  your  Majesty's  own  gracious 
desire ;  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  -moneys  to  be  leceived 
by  the  said  treasurers  by  virtue  of  this  Act  shall  be  issued  .  ,  . 
to  such  persons  and  in  such  manner  as  by  the  warrant  of  Geoi-ge 
Lord  Carew  [and  nine  othera  named],  which  ten  persons  his 
Majesty  hath  already  nominated  to  be  of  his  council  for  the  war, 
or  any  five  or  more  of  them,  whereof  two  of  them  to  be  of  his 
Majesty's  most  honourable  Privy  Council, .  ■ .  shall  be  directed, 
and  not  otherwise  .  .  . 

X5XIX,  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  as  well  the  said 
treasurers  as  the  said  persons  appointed  for  the  council  of  war 
and  all  other  persons  who  shall  be  trusted  with  the  receiving, 
issuing,  bestowing  and  employing  of  these  moneys  . .  .  shall  be 
answerable  ...  to  the  Commons  in  parliament,  when  they  shaU 
be  thereunto  required  by  warrant  under  the  hand  of  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Commons  .  .  , 

XLI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  the  Commons  in 
'  parliament  have  heard ...  the  dealings  of  auy  the  persona  afore- 
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Bald  . , .  ihe  offenders  being  no  Lords  of  parliameiit  sliall  by  tbe 
House  of  Comiaons  Iw  comiaitted  to  the  Tower  of  London, 
there  to  remain  close  prisoners  until  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Commone  they  be  delivered ;  and  if  any  the  Lords  of  parliament 
eliall  he  found  offenders,  then  the  Commons  in  parliament  shall 
present  their  offence  to  the  Lords  in  parliament,  and  thereupon 
the  Lords  in  parliament  shall  have  power  to  tear,  examine  and 
determine  the  offence  so  presented,  and  to  commit  them  like- 
wise to  the  Tower  of  London,  there  to  remain  close  prisoners 
until  by  order  of  that  bouse  they  sliall  be  delivered, 

XLII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  offenders  in  every 
BUch  case  shall  undergo  such  further  censure  and  punishment  as 
to  justice  shall  appertain,  .  .  .  according  to  the  judgment  of 
either  house  respectively. 

XLIII.  And  to  the  end  tliat  as  well  the  said  council  of  war 
as  the  said  treasurers  may  the  better  observe  and  perform  the 
trust  aforesaid,  . . ,  they  shall  severally  and  distinctly  take  these 
respective  oaths  following,  .  .  .  before  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Great  Seal  or  Master  of  the  Eolls  viithin  one  week  after  tha 
end  of  this  present  Bession  of  parliament . .  . 


II --PARLIAMENTARY  PROCEEDINGS. 


1    PrcHimatton  coixfmvng  tie  chine  of  knighU  and  hurgesses 
for  ih   pcurhament 

We  do  hereby  straitly  ehir^e  and  almonishall  persons 
interested  m  the  choice  of  kmght'  f  r  the  shiie=  first,  that 
the  knights  for  the  county  be  selected  out  of  the  principal 
kni^hfs  or  gentlemen  of  sufficient  ability  within  that  county 
■wherein  thej  are  chosen  and  for  the  bnrj^e'.'e'!  that  choice  he 
m^de  of  men  of  sufiLcieney  and  discretion  wittout  any  partial 
respects  or  factious 'combination  Nest  and  above  all  tilings, 

considering  that  6ne  of  the  mam  pillars  of  this  estate  is  the 
preserviition  of  unity  in  the  profession  of  sincere  religion  of 
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Almighty  God,  we  do  also  admonisJi  tliat  there  he  great  care 
taJien  to  avoid  the  choice  of  any  persona  either  noted  for  their 
BupeKtitiouB^hlmdiiesa  one  way  or  for  their  turbuTent  humoars 
other  ways,  because  their  disorderly  and  unquiet  spirits  will 
dietnrb  all  the  discreet  and  modest  proceeding  in  that  greatest 
and  gravest  council.  Further  we  do  command  that  an  express 
care  he  had  that  there  be  not  chosen  any  persons  bankrupts  or 
outlawed,  but  men  of  known  good  behaviour  and  Bnfficient 
livelihood,  and  such  as  are  not  only  taxed  to  the  payment  of 
subsidies  and  other  like  cbarges,  but  also  have  otdinarily  paid 
and  satisfied  the  same  .  ,  .  Kest,  that  all  sheriffs  be  charged 
that  they  do  not  direct  any  precept  for  electing  nnd  returning 
of  any  burgesses  to  or  for  any  ancient  borough-town  within  their 
counties,  being  so  utterly  ruined  and  decayed  that  there  are  not 
sufficient  resiants  to  make  such  choice,  and  of  whom  lawful 
election  may  be  made ;  also  to  charge  all  cities  and  boroughs, 
that  none  of  them  seal  any  blanks,  referring  or  leaving  to  any 
others  fa  insert  the  names  of  any  citizens  or  burgesses  to  serve 
for  any  such  city  or  borough,  but  that  the  inhabitants  of  eveiy 
such  city  or  borough  do  make  open  and  free  election  according 
to  the  law,  and  set  down  the  names  of  the  persons  whom  they 
choose  before  they  seal  the  certificate.  Furthermore  we  notify 
by  these  presents,  that  all  returns  and  certificates  of  knights, 
citizens  and  burgesses  ought  and  are  to  be  brought  to  the 
Chancery,  and  there  to  be  filed  of  record.  And  if  any  shall  ha 
found  to  be  made  contrary  to  this  proclamation,  the  same  is  to 
be  rejected  as  anlawful  and  insufficient,  and  the  city  or  borough 
to  be  fined  for  the  same.  And  if  it  be  found  that  they  have 
committed  any  gross  or  wilful  default  and  contempt  in  their 
election,  return  or  certificate,  that  then  their  liberties  according 
to  the  law  are  to  he  seized  into  our  hands  as  forfeited.  And  if 
any  person  take  upon  him  tie  place  of  a  knight,  citizen  or 
burgess,  not  being  duly  elected,  returned  and  sworn  according 
to  the  laws  and  statutes  in  that  behalf  provided,  and  according 
to  the  purport,  effect  and  true  meaning  of  this  our  proclamation, 
then  every  person  so  offending  to  be  fined  and  imprisoned  for 
the  same  .  ■ . 

Hampton  Court,  the  11  day  of  January,  [1604.] 
Proeiontofioii  Book,  Jama  I,  vol.  II.  p.  £7- 
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2.  Speech  of  James  I  at  the  opf.ning  of  Parliament, 
19  March,  1604. 
It  did  no  sooner  please  God  to  lighten  his  hand,  and  relent 
the  violence  of  his  devouring'  angel  agMnst  the  poor  people  of 
this  city,  but  as  soon  did  I  resolve  to  call  this  parliament,  and 
that  for  three  chief  and  principal  reasons.  The  fir^t  wliereof  ia 
.  .  .  that  you  ,  .  .  may  with  yonr  own  ears  hear^  and  that  I  oat 
of  my  own  mouth  may  deliver  unto  vou,  the  assurance  of  my 
due  thankfulness  for  your  so  j  yful  an  1  general  a;  pla  se  to  tl  e 
leclir  ng  ind  ece  ving  of  me  a  tl  s  seat  ■whicl  (.  od  by  my 
I  rth  i„ht  ad  1  1  eal  descent  ha  1  n  the  fulnesa  of  t  n  u 
prov  led  for  me 

For  exp  ss  ng  of  my  tl  anl  f  Ine  s  I  must  resort  uuto  the 
tl  er  two  rea  o  s  of  my  con\en  ng  th  3  pa  1  ament  As  to 
the  first  it  ?  the  bles  ngs  which  God  h  th  m  mv  pe  on 
be  tow  ed  upon  ^  ou  ail  Tie  fir  t  tl  en  of  tl  ese  1 1  s     „s 

which   God   hath  jo  ntly  with  my  \  e  son    ent   unto   yu       s 

0  t    ard  pel  e    tl    t        peace  abro  d   v  tl    all  fo  e  gn  ne  gh 

1  on  a         Bat  although  o  itward  peace  be  a  great  bles   ng  yet 

t  as  far  u  fen  r  to  peace  wthn  as  cvlm  ari  a  e  more 
r  el  anl  nnat  ral  than  va  s  abroad  ^ud  the  et  re  tie 
second  gieat  bles  ing  that  God  1  ath  \,ik\  mj  pe  son  ent  unto 
ou  is  peace  with  and  that  n  a  d  uble  lo  m  fitst  ly  my 
lescent  1  neally  out  of  tl  e  loins  of  Henry  YU  is  leuaited  and 
conlii'med  in  me  the  union  of  the  two  princely  roses  of  the  two 
houses  of  Lancaster  and  York  .  . . 

But  the  union  of  tlieee  two  princely  houses  is  nothing  com- 
parable to  the  union  of  two  ancient  and  famous  hingdoms, 
which  is  the  other  inward  peace  annexed  to  my  person  ...  If 
we  were  fo  look  no  higher  than  to  natural  and  physical  reasons, 
we  may  easily  be  persuaded  of  the  great  beneSta  that  by  that 
union  do  redound  to  the  whole  island  ;  for  if  twenty  thousand 
men  be  a  strong  army,  is  not  the  double  thereof,  forty  thousand, 
a  double  the  stronger  army !  .  .  .  But  what  should  we  stick 
upon  any  natural  appearance,  when  it  ia  manifest  that  God,  by 
his  Almighty  i^ovidence,  hath  pre-ordained  it  so  to  be  t  Hath 
not  God  first  united  ibese  two  kingdoms,  both  in  language  and 
religion  and  similitude  of  manners  1     Yea,  hath  he  not  made 
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Tis  all  in  one  island,  compassed  ivith  one  sea,  and  of  itself  liy 
nature  bo  indivisible,  as  almost  tkose  that  were  borderers  them- 
selves  on  the  late  borders  cannot  distinguish  nor  know  or 
discern  their  own  limits  1  .  .  .  "What  God  hath  conjoined  then, 
let  no  man  separate,  I  am  the  husband  and  all  the  whule  isle 
is  my  lawful  wife  :  I  am  the  head  and  it  ia  my  body :  I  am  the 
shepherd  and  it  is  my  0ock  . . . 

But  ...  all  worldly  blessings  are  but  like  swift  passing 
Bbadows,  fading  flowers,  or  chaff  blown  before  the  wind,  if  by 
the  profession  of  true  religion  and  works  according  thereunto 
God  be  not  moved  to  maintain  and  settle  the  thrones  of  princes 
...  At  my  first  coming,  although  I  found  but  one  religion,  and 
that  which  by  myself  is  pi-ofessed,  publicly  allowed  and  by  the 
law  maintained,  yet  found  I  another  sort  of  religion,  besides 
a  private  sect,  lurking  within  the  bowels  of  this  aation.  The 
first  is  the  true  religion,  which  by  me  is  professed  and  by  the 
law  is  established ;  the  second  is  the  falsely  called  Catholics, 
hut  truly  Papists :  the  third,  which  I  call  a  sect  rather  than 
s,  religion,  is  the  Puritans  and  Novelists,  who  do  not  so  far 
differ  from  us  in  points  of  religion  as  in  their  confused  form  of 
policy  and  parity;  being  ever  discontented  with  the  present 
goveranient  and  impatient  to  suffer  any  superiority,  which 
maketh  their  sect  unable  to  be  suffered  in  any  well-govemed 
commonwealth.  But  as  for  my  course  toward  them,  I  remit  it 
to  my  proclamations  made  upon  that  subject. 

And  now,  for  the  Papists,  I  must  put  a  difference  hetwist 
mine  own  private  profession  of  mine  own  salvation,  and  raj 
politic  government  of  the  realm  for  the  weal  and  quietness 
thereof.  As  for  my  own  profession,  you  have  me  your  head 
now  amongst  you  of  the  same  religion  that  the  body  is  of ,  . . 
But  as  I  would  be  leather  to  dispense  in  the  least  point  of  mine 
own  conscience  for  any  worldly  respect  than  the  foolisbest 
precisian  of  them  all,  so  would  I  be  as  sorry  to  strait  the 
politic  government  of  the  bodies  and  minds  of  all  my  subjects 
to  my  private  opinions ;  nay,  my  mind  was  ever  so  free  from 
persecution  or  thralling  of  my  subjects  in  matters  of  con- 
Bcience,  as  I  hope  that  those  of  that  profession  within  this 
kingdom  have  a  proof  since  my  coming,  that  I  was  so  far  from 
increasing  their  burdens  with  Eehoboam,  as  I  have,  so  much  as 
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either  time,  occaeion  or  law  could  permit,  lightened  tiem. 
And  eveii  now  at  this  time  have  I  been  careful  to  revise  and 
consider  deeply  upon  the  laws  made  against  them,  that  some 
overture  may  be  proponed  to  the  present  parliament  for  clear- 
ing these  laws  by  reason,  which  is  the  soul  of  the  law,  ia  case 
they  have  been,  in  times  past,  further  or  more  rigorously 
extended  by  judges  than  the  meaning  of  the  law  was,  or  might 
tend  to  the  hurt  as  well  of  the  innocent  as  of  guilty  persons. 

And  as  to  the  persons  of  my  subjects  which  are  of  that  pro- 
fession, I  must  divide  them  into  two  ranks,  clerics  and  laics. 
For  the  part  of  the  laics,  certainly  I  ever  thought  them  far 
more  excusable  than  the  other  sort  .  .  .  But  for  the  part  of  the 
clerics,  I  must  directly  say  and  affirm,  that  as  long  as  they 
maintain  one  special  point  of  their  doctrine  and  anotherpoint 
of_ikeirj|ractice,  they  are 'ho  way  sufferabre"to  remain  intlns^ 
kingdom.  Their  point  of  doctrine  ia  that  arrogantand  ambitious 
supremacy  of  their  head,  the  Pope,  whereby  he  not  only  claims 
io  be  spiritual  head  of  all  Christians,  but  also  to  have  an 
imperial  civil  power  over  all  kings  aad  emperors  ,  .  ,  Tha 
other  point  which  they  observe  in  continual  practice  ia  the 
assassinates  and  murders  of  kings,  thinking  it  no  sin  but  rather 
a  matter  of  salvation  (o  do  all  acts  of  rebellion  and  hostility 
against  their  natural  sovereign  lord,  if  he  be  once  cursed,  hia 
subjects  discharged  of  their  fidelity,  and  his  kingdom  given 
a  prey  by  that  three-crowned  monarch,  or  rather  monster,  their 

And  in  this  point  I  have  no  occasion  to  speak  further  here, 
saving  that  I  could  wish  from  my  heart,  that  it  would  please 
God  to  make  me  one  of  the  members  of  such  a  general  Christian 
union  in  religion,  as  laying  wilfulness  naide  on  both  hands,  we 
might  meet  in  the  midst,  which  is  the  centre  and  perfection  of 
all  things  .  ,  .  But  of  one  thing  would  I  have  the  Papists  of 
this  land  to  be  admonished,  that  they  presume  not  so  mucii 
upon  my  lenity  (because  I  would  be  loth  to  be  thought  a  perse- 
cutor) as  thereupon  to  think  it  lawful  for  them  daily  to  increase 
their  number  and  strength  in  this  kingdom  ;  whereby,  if  not  in 
my  time,  at  least  in  the  time  of  my  posterity,  they  might  be  in 
hope  to  erect  their  religion  again.  No  ;  let  them  assure  them- 
selves that,  as  I  am  a  friend  to  their  persona,  if  they  he  good 
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subjects,  so  am  I  a  Towed  enemy  imd  do  denounce  mortal  war 
to  their  errors. 

T&e  King's  Majesty's  Spseeh  ...  19  March,  1603  (Barher  1604)  K 

3.  Aitieles  of  debate  in  a  conference  between  the  two  Bouses, 

(  )  Th  t  tb        t    1  ly  th    a    t  f  f  th 

d     f  til  m     t      wh  t      th       urn  t  rs       ^\i   t 

I       b    tj  111      t  t  t        f  th    tl     t      th  f  th 

f  th    1  t    Q  EI     h  th        yb        i\       d    p    f    t  d       d 

tblhdbyplmt        dtht  trydt         m 

It      ht  w  tl      th  Im        d  th  t    n  m    t         f  h       1   Id 

J  b       mp  11  d  t       b       1         t    th       m     rti  I  w  11 

th    mm   t      — (  }  Th  t  f    m  1         f    th  th       b       d 

mttdtbniiatrafb  dd  mttb  1 

t  tl     t  m       f  th         dm  tt  b    h  1         ft 

f         Igbdg        in      hi       hmfctt         yfmth 
m        ty  ]1         wl        f  h       as     f  his    h  f  ty  t    I        1 

d    f  h       Txid  hf  1  h  pp        il  and    U       d 

tbuifi       ttop       h.       dmt      ttbip]         Itb      f 
d  1  f     by     m    te  t  m       If         i        h  f  th  ty 

■wl         th    p    ty  d     11  th  —{3)  Tl    t  i    m  h        f    th        d 
p        t  tit        1   11  b     11  w  1 1        J   t    h  t 

tw  m        b      fi  th  f        !  t      b 

dt  dthtbh  dblbS  b 

d     t    1    11  gi        uffi       t    11  w  y      ly  t    m      t 

I        1  tl  b  d  tl    t    t      th     p    I         th 

umb    t    1   II  b      U  tt  d  t    m  k    1      re   d  f  h 

p  e       t     til        t    t  th  t  m  th       th       1       1  rt 

d         ttm       t      mybmait       d      dk  jt— (4)  AI 
t  13  th      ht   m    t  wh        th     1       g    f  th  rat 

und     £      by  th  th  t  f      th    b  tte    m      t  f 

th     VI  t     (b  p       h    )    tb  y  b        m 

in  m  d     f  h     1  hall  b    th      ht  lu    t  — 

d  1        th    TT         fJ        /  (  6  6)  p    4  5  ff 

5  ^     1      6  ar     1  ada  m         t^re  by 

tlie  Committee  for  matters  of  reUgion,  to  be  handled  m  conference  with  the 
IiOtAs,  delivered  into  the  House'  {0.  J.  I.  p.  199)- 
'  ijEliz.  13.  %  I. 
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{5)  Also  it  is  hwinblj  desired,  that  the  lords  would  confer  with 
us,  touching  a  petition  to  be  preferred  to  the  King's  Majesty 
that,  by  his  gracious  favour,  sucli  order  be  taken,  that  no 
minister  be  forced  to  subscribe,  otherwise  than  to  the  Arlioles 
concerning  only  the  doctrine  of  faith  and  sacraments,  whereunto 
by  the  said  statute  made  ia  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
the  late  Queen  Elizabeth  they  are  appoiuteii  to  subscribe. — 
(6)  Also  to  confer  with  the  lords,  that  such  faithful  ministers 
as  dutifully  carry  themselves  in  their  functions  and  callings, 
teaching  the  people  diligently,  may  not  be  deprived,  suspended, 
silenced  or  imprisoned,  for  not  using  of  the  cross  in  baptism  or 
the  surplice,  which  turneth  to  the  punishment  of  the  people. — 
Touching  ecclesiastical  courts,  there  is  a  bill  drawn  by  the 
comxciittees,  ready  to  be  preferred  to  the  House, 

Commoni  Joarnah,  L  p.  199. 

4.  Apology/  of  the  Souse  of  Commons,  20  Jtuie,  1604. 
To  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  from  the  House  of  the 
Commons  assembled  in  parliament'. 
Most  gracious  Sovereign,  ...  we  know,  and  with  great 
thankfulnp'js  to  God  acknowledge,  that  he  hath  given  us  a  king 
of  such  understanding  and  wisdom  as  is  rare  to  find  in  any 
pnnce  in  the  world.  Howbeit,  seeing  no  human  wisdom,  how 
great  soever,  can  pierce  into  the  particularities  of  the  rights  and 
customs  of  [a]  people  or  of  the  sayings  and  doings  of  particular 
persons,  but  by  tract  of  experience  and  faithful  report  of  such 
as  know  them,  . .  .  what  grief,  what  anguish  of  mind  hath  it 
been  uuto  us  at  some  time  in  presence  to  hear,  and  so  in  other 
tilings  to  find  and  feel  by  effect  your  gracious  Majesty  (to  the 
extreme  prejudice  of  all  your  subjects  of  England,  and  in 
particular  of  this  House  of  the  Commons  thereof)  so  greatly 
wronged  by  misinformation,  as  well  touching  the  estate  of  the 
one  as  the  privileges  of  the  other,  and  their  several  proceedings 
during  this  parliament . . . 

1  '  ao  June,  1604,  The  Form  of  Apology  and  Satisfaction,  to  be  pre- 
sented to  his  Majesty, . . .  was  now  rapurted  and  delivered  in  to  the  Honee ' 
(C.  J.  I.  p.  343).  It  dues  not  appear  whether  the  Apology  was  ever 
presented  to  the  King,  or  not.  Only  a  few  lines  are  enl.raed  in  the 
JvwnaU.  There  ia  a  copy  among  the  State  Papers  (Doiii.),  Jamea  1, 
VIII.  70. 
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But  now  no  other  help  or  redress  appeariiig,  and  finding 

these  misinformations  to  have  been  the  first,  yea,  the  chief  and 

almost  the  sole  cause  of  all  the  discontent ful  and  ti'ouhlesome 

proceedings  so  much  blamed  in  this  parliament,  .  .  .  we  have 

been  couBtrained  ...  to  break  our  silence,  and  freely  to  disclose 

unto  your  Majesty  the  truth  of  such  matters  concerning  your 

Bubjecta  the  Commons,  as  hitherto  by  misinformation  hath  been 

suppressed  or  perverted,     Whei-ein  that  we  may  more  plainly 

proceed  (which  nest  unto  truth  we  afi'ect  in  this  discourse),  we 

shall  reduce  these  misinformations  to  three  principal   heads; 

•^^  first,  touching  the  cause  of  the  joyful  receiving  of  your  Majesty 

^   into  this  your  kingdom :  secondly,  concerning  the  rights  and 

;    liberties  of  your  subjects  of  England  and  the  privileges  of  this 

'    House :    thirdly,   touching  the   several   actions  and   speeches 

passed  in  the  House. 

.  .  .  Kow  concerning  the  ancient  rights  of  the  subjects  of  this 
realm,  chiefly  consistJBg  in  the  privileges  of  this  house  of 
parhameut,  the  misinf 01  mation  openly  delivered  to  your  Majesty 
hath  been  in  three  tilings:  first,  that  we  held  not  privileges  of 
right,  but  of  grace  only,  renewed  every  parliament  by  way  of 
donature  upon  petition,  and  so  to  be  limited.  Secondly,  that 
we  are  no  Court  of  Kecotd,  nor  yet  ft  court  that  can  command 
view  of  records ;  but  that  our  proceedings  here  are  only  to  acts 
and  memorials,  and  that  the  attendance  with  the  records  is 
courtesy,  not  duty.  Thirdly  and  lastly,  that  the  examination  of 
the  return  of  writs  for  knights  and  burgesses  is  without  our 
compass,  aod  due  to  the  chanceiy. 

Against  which  assertions,  most  gracious  Sovereign,  tending 
directly  and  apparently  to  the  utter  overthrow  of  the  very 
fundamental  privileges  of  our  House,  and  therein  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  whole  Commons  of  your  realm  of  England, 
which  they  and  their  ancestors  from  time  immemorable  have 
undoubtedly  enjoyed  under  your  Majesty's  most  noble  pro- 
genitors, we  the  knights,  citizens  and  burgesses  of  the  House  of 
Commons  asEembled  in  parliament  and  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  Commons  of  the  realm  of  England,  with  uniform  consent 
for  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  expressly  protest,  as  being 
derogatory  in  the  highest  degree  to  the  true  dignity,  liberty' 
and  authority  of  your  Majesty's  high  court  of  parliament  and 
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consequently  to  the  rights  of  all  your  Majesty's  said  subjects 
and  the  whole  tody  of  this  your  kingdom;  and  desire  that  this 
our  protestation  may  be  recorded  to  all  posterity.  And 
contrariwise,  with  all  humble  and  due  respect  to  your  Majesty 
our  sovereign  lord  and  head,  against  these  misinformations  we 
most  truly  avouch,  first,  that  OHii-pmiiages,  aLi_d_  liberUes^sia. 
our  right  and  due  inheritance,  no  less  than  our  very  ]s,\iAf  j^pd 
giioda.  Seeopdly.  that  they  cannot  he  withheld  from. us,  denied 
or  impaired,  hut  with  apparent  wrong  to  the.  whole  stalfi_n£ 
the  r^lm.  ThLrd^y.  that  our  mating  of  request  in  tlie  en- 
trance of  parliament  to  enjoy  our  privilege  is  an  act  only  of 
manners,  and  doth  weaken  our  right  no  more  than  onr  suing 
to  the  King  for  our  lands  by  petition,  whicli  form,  though  new 
and  more  decent  than  the  old  by  praecipe,  yet  the  subject's  light 
is  no  less  now  than  of  old.  Fourthly,  we  avouch  also  that  our 
House  sac  rt  ot  record  and  bo  e\er  esteemed  Fiftl  ly  tl  at 
tl  e  e  e  ot  tl  e  h  he  t  stand  ng  o  ut  n  tl  is  1  nd  that  ou^j  t 
to  e  ter  mto  coujetency  e  ther  tor  dig  ity  or  author  ty  w  th 
this  h  gh  court  of  i  a  1  am  nt  h  h  v  h  j  our  Majesty  s  royal 
vsent  g  ves  laws  to  other  conrta  but  from  other  courts  rece  ^es 
neithe  laws  nor  o  ders  S  xtUy  inl  laatlj  we  a  ou  h  tlat 
tl  e  Hon  e  of  Commo  s  Ig  tf  e  sole  p  ope  judge  of  return  ot  all 
s  cl  wi  t  and  f  the  elect  on  of  11  euch  memb  s  as  belong 
unto  it  w  tho  t  vh  ch  tl  e  f  e  dom  of  elect  on  were  ot  ent  re 
anl  tl  at  the  chancery  tho  gh  a  standing  court  unde  your 
M  jesty  he  to  send  out  tl  o  e  w  t  and  rece  ve  the  tu  ns  and 
to  prese  e  them  yet  the  same  13  do  only  for  the  u  e  of  the 
pailiament  over  wh  ch  nether  the  chancery  nor  any  other 
CO  rt  ev  r  1  a  1  or  ou^ht  to  1  ave  any  n  anner  ot  jui  sd   t  on 

From  these  m  nfo  n  ed  po  t  ons  most  g  o  s  &o  e  eign, 
the  greate  t  part  of  ur  t  oubles  1  trusts  a  d  jealous  ea  have 
re  ha  ng  ap[  arently  fou  d  that  in  the  fiist  ]  irl  ument  f 
the  hapjy  le  gn  of  your  Majesty  the  pnv  le^es  of  our  House 
a  d  th  re  n  the  libe  t  es  and  stal  1  tj  of  tl  e  bole  kingdom 
hive  been  more  nn  e  allj  and  dan"  ro  ly  n  j  gned  than 
ever  (a    v.e    ui]o  e)  s    ce  the  b  <nnning   of  pa  himenfc 

F  rst  the  freedom  of  per  ons  n  our  elect  on  hith  been  m 
pet  Jed  'le  ondly  the  fre  Ion  of  a  spe  ch  p  einl  ed  >y 
ol  e     lej  roofs     Thi  dl      \  irt    uld    per    n    noted  w  th  taunt 


yGoosle 


1604.]  Apology  of  the  Commons.  289 

and  disgrace,  who  have  sjioken  their  consciences  in  matters 
proposed  to  the  House,  but  with  all  due  respect  and  reverence 
to  your  Majesly.  Whereby  we  have  been  in  the  end  subject  to 
BO  extreme  contempt,  as  a  gaoler  durst  so  obstinately  withstand 
the  decrees  of  our  House ' ;  some  of  the  higher  clergy  °  to  write 
a  book  against  us,  even  sitting  the  parliament ;  the  inferior 
clergy  to  inveigh  against  us  in  pulpits,  yea  to  publish  their 
protestations,  tending  to  the  impeachment  of  our  most  ancient 
ajid  undoubted  rights  in  treating  of  matters  for  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  the  Church, 

"What  cause  we  your  poor  Commons  have  to  watch  over  our 
privileges,  is  manifest  in  itself  to  all  men.  The  prerogatives  of 
princes  may  easily,  and  do  daily  grow ;  the  privileges  of  the 
subject  are  for  the  most  part  at  an  everlasting  stand.  They 
may  be  by  good  providence  and  care  preserved,  bat  being  once 
lost  are  not  recovered  but  with  much  disquiet. 

The  rigbts  and  liberties  of  the  Commons  of  England  con- 
sisteth  chieSy  in  these  three  things  :  first,  that  the  shires,  cities 
and  boroughs  of  England,  by  representation  to  be  present,  have 
free  choice  of  such  persons  as  they  shall  put  in  trust  to 
represent  tbem :  eecondly,  that  the  persons  chosen,  during  the 
time  of  tlie  parliament,  as  also  of  their  access  and  recess,  be  free 
from  restraint,  arrest  and  imprisonment :  thirdly,  that  in  par- 
liament they  may  speak  freely  their  consciences  without  check 
and  controlment,  doing  the  same  with  due  reverence  to  the 
sovereign  court  of  parliament,  that  is,  to  your  Majesty  and 
both  the  Houses,  who  all  in  tliis  case  make  but  one  politic 
body,  whereof  your  Highness  is  the  head. 

These  three  several  branches  of  the  ancient  inheritance  of  our 
liberty  were  in  three  matters  ensuing  apparently  injured :  the 
freedom  of  election,  in  the  case  of  Sir  Francis  Goodwin;  the 
freedom  of  the  persons  elected,  in  Sir  Thomas  Shirley's  imprison- 
ment ;  the  freedom  of  our  speech,  as  by  divers  other  reproofs, 
so  also  in  some  sort  by  the  Bishop  of  Bristol's  invective. 

For  the  matter  of  Sir  F.  Goodwin ',  the  knight  chosen  for 
Buckinghamshire,  we  were  and  still  are  of  a  clear  opinion,  that 
the  freedom  of  election  was  in  that  action  extremely  injured ; 
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In  the  delivery  of  Sii  T.  Shirley  our  proceedings  were  long; 
our  defence  of  them  shall  be  brief.  We  had  to  do  with  a  mun, 
the  Warden  of  the  Fleet,  so  intractable  and  of  so  resolved 
obstinacy,  as  that  nothing  we  could  do,  no,  not  jonr  Mijesty"s 
royal  wold  for  contirmation  theicof,  could  satisfy  him  for  his 
own  security.  This  was  the  cause  of  the  length  of  that 
business;  our  pmilegea  were  so  shiken  befoie  xoA  so  ex 
treniely  vilified,  aa  that  we  held  it  not  fit  in  so  xmieisonable 
a  time  and  against  so  mean  a  subject  to  seet  oor  tight  by  any 
other  course  of  Ian,  or  by  any  stiength  than  bj  our  own. 

The  Bishop  of  Bristol's  hook  was  injurioua  and  grievous  to  as, 
being  written  expressly  with  contempt  of  the  parliament  and  of 
both  the  Houses  in  the  highest  degree.  .  , .  These  wrongs  were 
to  the  dignity  of  our  House  and  privileges. 

Touching  the  causes  appertaining  to  State  and  Church,  true  it 
is  we  were  long  in  treating  and  debating  the  matter  of  Union. 
The  propositions  were  new,  the  importance  great,  the  con- 
sequence far-reaching  and  not  discoverable  but  by  long  disputes 
,  , .  For  matter  of  religion,  it  will  appear,  by  examination  of 
truth  and  right,  that  your  Majesty  should  he  misinformed,  if 
any  man  should  deliver  that  the  kings  of  England  have  any 
3^  absolute  power  in  themselves,  either  to  alter  religion  {which 
God  defend  should  be  in  the  power  of  any  mortal  man  what- 
aoever)  or  to  make  any  laws  concerning  the  same,  otherwise  than 
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as  in  temporal  causes  by  consent  of  parliament.  We  have  and 
shall  at  all  times  by  our  oaths  acknowledge,  that  your  Majesty  is 
sovereign  lord  and  supreme  governor  in  both.  Touching  our 
own  desires  and  proceedings  therein,  they  have  not  been  a  little 
misconceived  and  misreported.  We  have  not  come  in  any 
Puritan  or  Brownish  spirit  to  introduce  their  parity ',  or  to  work 
(he  subversion  of  the  state  ecclesiastical,  as  now  it  stacdefh  . .  . 
We  disputed  not  of  matters  of  faith  and  doctrine;  our  desire 
was  peace  only ;  and  our  device  of  unity,  how  tliis  lamentable 
and  long-lasting  dissension  amongst  the  ministers,  from  which 
both  atheism,  sects  and  all  ill  life  have  received  such  encourage- 
ment and  so  dangerous  increase,  miglit  at  length,  before  help 
come  too  late,  be  extinguished.  And  for  the  ways  of  this  peace, 
we  are  not  at  all  addicted  to  our  own  inventions,  but  ready  to 
embrace  any  fit  way  that  may  be  offered  ;  neither  desire  we  so 
much  that  any  man  in  regard  of  weakness  of  conscience  may  be 
exempted  after  parliament  from  obedience  unto  laws  estab- 
lished, as  that  in  this  parliament  such  laws  may  be  enacted, 
as  by  the  relinquishment  of  some  few  ceremonies  of  small 
importance,  or  by  any  way  better,  a  perpetual  unifoimity  may 
be  enjoyed  and  observed.  Our  desire  hath  also  been  to  nform 
certain  abuses  crept  into  the  ecclesiastical  slate  even  as  into 
the  tempoial :  and  lastly,  that  the  land  might  be  furnished  witli 
a  learned,  religious,  aad  godly  ministry,  for  the  mamtenance 
of  whom  we  would  have  granted  no  small  oontiibutions  if  m 
these  {as  we  trust)  just  and  religious  desires  we  had  found  that 
correspondency  from  others  which  was  expected 

There  remains  the  matters  of  oppression  or  giievance  m  the 
bill  of  assarts  . . .  We  have  not  in  this  present  parliament  sought 
anything  against  them  but  execution  of  those  laws  which  are 
in  force  already.  We  demand  but  that  justice  which  our 
princes  are  sworn  neither  to  deny,  delay  nor  sell  .  .  . 

We  come  lastly  to  the  matter  of  wards  and  such  other 
burdens  (for  so  we  acknowledge  them)  as  to  the  tenures  m 
capite  and  knight-service  are  incident.  We  cannot  forget  (for 
how  were  it  possible  1)  how  your  Majesty,  in  a  former  most 
gracious  speech  in  your  gallery  at  Whitehall,  advised  us  for 
unjust  burthens  to  proceed  against  them  by  bill :  but  for  such 
'  '  party '  (Petjt)  ;   cp,  above,  p.  183. 
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as  were  ju^t,  if  we  desired  any  ease,  that  we  shouid  come  to 
yourself,  by  way  of  petition,  vrith  tender  of  such  counters  ailable 
compoaition  in  profit  as  for  the  supporting  of  your  royal  estate 
was  requisite.  According  unto  which  your  Majesty's  most 
favourable  grant  and  direction,  we  prepared  a  petition  to  your 
most  excellent  Majesty  for  leave  to  treat  with  your  Highness 
touching  a  pei-petual  composition,  to  be  raised  by  yearly  revenue 
out  of  the  lands  of  jour  subjects,  for  wardships  and  other 
burthens  depending  upon  theia  or  springing  with  them. 
Wherein  we  first  entered  into  this  dutiful  consideration,  that 
this  prerogative  of  the  crown,  which  we  desire  to  oompoucd  for, 
was  matter  of  raere  profit,  and  not  of  any  honour  at  all  or 
princely  dignity  ,  ,  .  This  prerogative  then  appearing  to  be 
a  mere  matter  of  great  profit,  ive  entered  into  a  second  degree 
of  consideration,  with  how  great  grievance  and  damage  of  the 
subject,  to  the  decay  of  many  houses  and  disabling  of  them  to 
serve  their  prince  and  country ;  with  how  great  mischief  also,  by 
occasion  of  many  forced  and  ill-suited  marriages ;  and  lastly, 
with  how  great  contempt  and  reproach  of  our  nation  in  foreign 
countries,  how  small  a  commodity  now  was  raised  to  the  crown 
in  respect  of  that,  which  with  great  love  and  joy  and  thankful- 
ness, for  the  restitution  of  this  original  right  in  disposing  of 
our  children,  we  would  be  content  and  glad  to  assure  unto  your 
Majesty.  We  fell  also  from  hence  into  a  third  degrefe  of  con- 
sideration, that  it  might  be  that,  in  regard  that  the  original  of 
these  wardships  was  serving  of  the  king  in  his  wars  against 
Scotland,  (which  cause  we  hope  now  to  he  at  an  everlasting 
end),  .  .  .  your  Majesty,  out  of  your  most  noble  and  gi-aoious 
disposition  and  desire  to  overcome  our  expectation  with  your 
goodness,  may  be  pleased  to  accept  the  offer  of  a  perpetual  and 
certain  revenue,  not  only  proportionable  to  the  uttermost  benefit 
that  any  of  your  progenitors  over  reaped  thereby,  but  also  with 
such  an  overplus  and  large  addition,  as  in  great  pai-t  to  supply 
your  Majesty's  other  occasions  . . . 

Tliere  remaineth,  dread  Sovereign,  yet  one  part  of  our  duty 
at  this  present,  which  faithfulness  of  heart,  not  presumption, 
doth  press ;  we  stand  not  in  place  to  speak  or  do  things 
pleasing.  Our  care  is,  and  must  be,  to  confirm  the  love  and 
tie  the  hearts  of  your  subjects,  the  commons,  most  firmly  to 
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your  Majesty.  Herein  lieth  the  means  of  our  well  deserving  of 
both:  there  was  never  prince  entered  with  greater  love,  with 
greater  joy  and  applause  of  all  his  people.  This  love,  this  joy, 
let  it  flourish  in  their  hearts  for  ever.  Let  no  suspicion  have 
access  to  their  fearful  thoughts,  that  their  privileges,  which  they 
think  hy  your  Majesty  should  he  protected,  should  now  by 
sinister  informations  or  connsel  be  violated  or  impaired ;  or  that 
those,  which  with  dutiful  respects  to  your  Majesty,  speak  freely 
for  the  right  and  good  of  their  conntry,  shall  be  oppressed  or 
disgraced.  Let  your  Majesty  be  pleased  to  receive  public 
information  from  your  Commons  in  parliament  as  to  the  civil 
estate  and  government ;  for  private  informations  pass  often  by 
practice;  the  voice  of  the  people,  in  the  things  of  their  know- 
ledge, is  said  to  be  as  the  voice  of  God.  And  if  your  Majesty 
shall  vouchsafe,  at  your  best  pleasure  and  leisure,  to  enter  into 
your  gracious  consideration  of  our  petition  for  the  ease  of  these 
burthens,  under  which  your  whole  people  have  of  long  time 
mourned,  hoping  for  relief  by  your  Majesty;  then  may  you  be 
assured  to  be  possessed  of  their  hearts,  and,  if  of  their  liearts, 
of  all  they  can  do  or  have.  And  so  we,  your  MsjeBt/B 
most  humble  and  loyal  subjects,  whose  ancestors  have  with 
great  loyalty,  readiness  and  joyiiilness  served  your  famous 
progenitors,  kings  and  queens  of  this  realm,  shall  with  like 
loyalty  and  joy,  both  we  aad  our  posterity,  serve  your  Majesty 
and  your  most  royal  issue  for  ever,  with  our  lives,  lands  and 
goods,  and  all  other  our  abilities :  and  by  all  means  endeavour 
to  procure  your  Majesty's  honour,  with  all  plenty,  tranquillity, 
content,  joy  and  felicity. 

Petyt,  Jus  Parliamerttariam,  ed.  1739,  pp.  237-243. 

5.  Speech  of  James  I  before  Parliament,  21  March,  r6io. 

.  .  ,  The  state  of  monarchy  is  the  supremest  thing  upon 
earth :  for  kings  are  not  only  God's  Heutenants  upon  earth 
and  sit  upon  God's  throne,  but  even  by  God  himself  they  are 
called  goda.  There  be  three  principal  similitudes  that  illustrate 
the  state  of  monarchy :  one  taken  out  of  the  word  of  God,  and 
the  two  other  out  of  the  grounds  of  policy  and  pliilosophy.  In 
the  Scriptures  kings  are  called  goda,  and  so  their  power  after 
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a  certain  relation  compared  to  the  Divine  power.  Kings  are 
alao  compared  to  fathers  of  families  :  for  a  Idng  is  krrAj  parens 
patriae,  tlie  politic  father  of  his  people.  And  lastly,  kinga  are 
compared  to  the  head  of  this  microcosm  of  the  body  of  man. . . 

I  conclude  then  this  point  tottcHug  the  po'wer  of  kings  with 
this  axiom  of  divinity,  That  as  to  dispute  what  God  may  do  is 
blasphemy,  ,  , ,  so  is  it  sedition  in  subjects  to  dispute  what 
a  king  may  do  in  the  height  of  his  power.  But  just  kings  will 
ever  be  willing  to  declare  what  they  will  do,  if  they  will  not 
incur  the  carse  of  God.  I  will  not  be  content  that  my  power 
be  disputed  upon ;  but  I  shall  ever  be  willing  to  make  the 
leason  appear  of  all  my  doings,  and  rule  my  actions  according 
to  my  laws  .  . . 

Now  the  second  general  ground  whereof  I  am  to  speak 
concerns  the  matter  of  grievances,  .  .  .  First  then,  I  am  not  to 
find  fault  that  you  intbrm  yourselves  of  the  particular  just 
grievances  of  the  people ;  nay  I  must  tell  you,  ye  can  neither 
be  just  nor  faithful  to  me  or  to  your  countries  that  trust  acd 
employ  you,  if  you  do  it  not .  .  ,  But  I  would  wish  you  to  be 
careful  to  aToid  three  things  in  the  matter  of  grievances. 

First,  that  you  do  not  meddle  with  the  main  points  of 
government:  that  is  my  craft :  traetentfabriliafahri;  tomeddle 
with  that,  were  to  kason  me.  I  am  now  an  old  king  .  .  . ; 
therefore  there  should  not  he  too  many  Phormios  to  teach 
Hannibal :  I  must  not  be  taught  my  office. 

Secondly,  I  would  not  have  yoa  meddle  with  such  ancient 
rights  of  mine  as  1  have  received  from  my  predecessors,  pos- 
sessing them  more  majorwn :  such  things  1  would  be  sorry 
should  he  accounted  for  grievances.  All  noveltiea  are  dangerous 
as  well  in  a  politic  as  in  a  natural  body  :  and  therefore  I  would 
be  loath  to  be  quarrelled  in  my  ancient  rights  and  possessions  ; 
for  that  were  to  judge  me  unworthy  of  that  which  my  pre- 
decessors had  and  left  me. 

And  lastly  I  pray  you,  beware  to  exhibit  for  grievance 
anything  that  is  established  by  a  settled  law,  and  whereunto 
(as  you  have  already  had  a  proof)  you  know  I  will  never  give 
a  plausible  answer :  for  it  ia  an  undutiful  part  in  subjects  to 
press  their  king,  wherein  they  know  beforehand  he  will  refuse 
them.     Now,  if  any  law  or  statute  be  not  convenient,  let  it  be 
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amended  by  Parliament,  but  in  the  meantime  term  it  not 
li  grievance ;  for  to  be  grieved  with  tbe  law  is  to  be  grieved 
with  the  king,  wiio  is  sworn  to  be  the  patron  and  maintainer 
thereof.  But  as  all  men  are  fiesh  and  may  err  in  the  esecutioa 
of  laws,  so  may  ye  justly  malie  a  grievance  of  any  abuse  of  the 
law,  distinguishing  wisely  between  the  faults  of  the  person  and 
the  thing  itself.  As  for  example,  complaints  may  be  made 
unto  you  of  the  High  Commissioners  :  if  bo  be,  try  the  abuse 
and  spare  not  to  complain  upon  it,  but  say  not  there  shall  be 
no  Commission,  for  that  were  to  abridge  the  power  that  is 
in  me  ,  .  .  Wor&a  ofjamet  I,  ed.  iCi6,  pp.  519-537. 


6.  Memorial  concerning  the  Great  Contract  with  his  Majesty 
touching  tenui-es,  with  the  dependants,  purveyance,  &c.  de- 
livered by  the  Committees  of  the  Commons  House  unto  the 
Lords  [26  March,  i6ro^]. 

Demands  in  matters  of  tenures,  &c.^ — The  desire,  in  general, 
is  to  have  all  Knight- service  turned  into  free  and  common 
Soccage. 

In  particular  some  tenures  more  properly  concern  the  person, 
some  the  possession. 

Grand  Serjeanty ;  wherein  though  the  tenure  be  taken  away, 
yet  the  eervice  of  honour  to  be  saved,  and  the  tenure  }ier 
baroniam,  es  it  may  concern  bishops  or  barons  or  men  in 
Parliament  to  be  considered.  Petty  Serjeanty,  escuage  certain 
and  uncertain,  to  be  taken  away.  Castle  Guard ;  that  Castle 
Guard  which  rests  in  rent  to  bs  saved.  All  Knight- Services 
generally  both  of  king  and  common  person,  to  be  taken  awiiy : 
the  rents  and  annual  services  to  be  saved.  Homage  ancestral 
and  ordinary,  with  the  respite  of  them:  both  the^e  to  be  taken 
away  ;  only  the  coronation-homage  to  be  saved,  not  in  respect 
of  tenure  but  of  honour.  Fealty  :  the  form  of  doing  fealty  not 
yet  resolved  of.  Wardship  of  body,  marriage  of  the  heir,  of 
the  widow ;  these  to  be  taken  away.  Eespite  of  fealty  to  be 
tuken  away, 

'  Tha  Inrds'  Joitraah  {IT.  p.  6731  say  t!iat,  for  the  rePirms  prnposed  in 
this  meiuorml,  '  they  [the  Commona]  otfer  to  the  King  £[00,000  joatly.' 
Tlie  compeasRtion  was  attecwarda  iMsed :  cp.  Giiriiioer,  Eugl.  Hist.  ii.  63. 
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Wardaliip  and  custody  of  lands  likewise  to  be  taken  away. 
Premier  Seisin  to  cea^e.  Livery,  ouatre  le  main,  to  be  taken 
away,  so  far  as  tbey  concern  tenures  or  seizure  by  reason  of 
tenures,  other  than  for  escheats.  Licence  of  aKenatioa  upon 
fines,  feoffments,  leases  for  life,  and  other  conveyances :  pardon 
of  alienation,  pleading  diem  claitsit  exlremum,  mandamas,  quae 
plura  devenerunt,  offices  ^ost  ■awrlem,  inquisitions  ex  officio, 
except  for  escheais:  also  all  concealed  wards  de  futuro,  all 
intrusions,  all  alienations  past,  all  bonds  and  covenants  for 
performance  of  wiiat  tends  to  Knight-Service — all  these  to  be 
determined.  All  wards  now  in  being,  or  found  by  office,  or 
■which  shall  he  found  by  office  before  the  conclusion  of  this 
contract,  and  whose  ancestors  died  within  three  years  before ; 
those  to  be  saved.  Relief  upoQ  Knight-Service  to  cease. 
Patentees  tliat  pay  a  sum  in  gross  or  pay  tenths,  or  fee-farmers; 
tliese  not  to  double  their  rent  upon  a  relief  to  be  paid.  Escheats, 
heriots,  suit  of  court,  rents,  workdays  and  such  services:  these 
all  to  remain.  Aid  to  the  king  to  remain,  but  limited  in 
certain  to  iEag.ooo,  cum  accident.  Aids  to  common  persons  to 
cease.  Ziordi'  Joatiiah,  II.  p,  660. 

7.  Petition  of  the  House  of  Com/mons,  23  May,  i6io\ 
To  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty, 
Most  gracious  Sovereign  whereis  your  Maje'rty's  met  humble 
subjects,  the  Corarnons  is^embled  m  Parliament  have  received 
first  by  message  and  since  by  speech  \  from  your  Majesfy 
a  commandment  of  restraint  fiom  debating  in  Pailiament  yuur 
Majesty's  right  of  imposing  upon  your  suVjects  fijoiids  exp  rted 
or  imported  out  of  or  into  this  realm  yet  allowing  us  to 
examine  the  grievance  of  tho'se  impositions  in  re^^ard  of  quan 
tity,  time  and  other  circum  tances  ufdispiopoition  thereto  in 
cident;  we  your  said  humlle  subjects  nothing  doubting  but 
that  your  Majesty  had   no  intent   fay  tliat   commLindment  to 

'  Presented  to  tlie  King  on  May  25  {0.  J.  I.  p.  432). 

'  The  meenage. '  which  was  to  oommatid  Che  Hoaee  not  to  dj'apute  of  £hb 
King'ii  power  and  pi-erogative  in  impoaing  upon  meruhandiBes  esporced  ot 
imported,'  was  delivered  by  the  Spe.nfeer  on  S!ay  ir.  The  speech,  contain- 
ing a  umilar  prohiliition,  whs  made  at  Whitehall  on  Maj  31  {Pad. 
Debates,  Cumd.  Soc.  pp.  32-36J. 
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infringe  the  ancient  and  fundamental  light  of  the  liherty  of  the 
Parliament,  in  point  of  exact  discussing  of  all  matters  concern- 
ing them  and  their  possessions,  goods  and  riglita  whatsoever 
(which  yet  we  cannot  but  conceive  to  he  done  in  effect  by  this 
commandment),  do  with  all  humble  duty  make  tliis  remonstrance 
to  yout  Majesty. 

First,  we  hold  it  an  ancient,  general  and  undouhted  right  of 
ParliaDient  to  dehate  freely  all  matters  which  do  properly 
concern  tlie  suhject  and  his  right  or  state;  which  freedom  of 
debate  being  once  foreclosed,  the  essence  of  the  liberty  of 
Parliament  is  withal  dissolved. 

And  whereas,  in  this  case,  the  subject's  right  on  the  one  side 
and  your  Majesty's  prerogative  on  the  other  cannot  possibly  be 
severed  in  dehate  of  either,  we  allege  that  your  Majesty's  pre- 
rogatives of  that  kind,  concerning  directly  the  subject's  right 
and  interest,  are  daily  hardled  and  discussed  in  all  courts  at 
■Westminster,  and  have  been  ever  freely  debated,  upon  all  fit 
occasions,  both  in  this  and  all  former  Parliaments,  without 
restraint;  which  being  forbidden,  it  is  impossible  for  the 
subject  either  to  know  or  to  maintain  his  right  and  propriety 
to  bis  own  lands  and  goods,  though  never  so  just  and  manifest. 

It  may  further  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty  to  under- 
stand that  we  have  no  mind  to  impugn,  but  a  desire  to  inform 
ourselves  of  your  Highness'  prerogative  in  that  point,  which,  if 
ever,  is  now  most  necessary  to  he  known  ;  and  though  it  were 
to  no  other  purpose,  yet  to  satisfy  the  generality  of  your 
Majesty's  subjects,  who,  finding  themselves  much  grieved  by 
these  new  impositions,  do  languish  in  much  sorrow  and  dis- 
comfort. 

These  reasons,  dread  Sovereign,  being  the  proper  reasons  of 
Parliament,  do  plead  for  the  upholding  of  this  our  ancient  right 
and  liberty.  Howbeit,  seeing  it  hath  pleased  your  Majesty  to 
insist  upon  that  judgment  in  the  Exchequer ',  as  being  direction 
sufficient  for  us  without  further  examination,  upon  great  desire 
of  leaving  your  Majesty  Unsatisfied  ia  no  one  point  of  our 
intents  and  proceedings,  we  profess,  touching  that  judgment, 
that  we  neither  do  nor  will  take  upon  us  to  reverse  it ;  but  our 
desire  ia  to  know  the  reasons  whereupon  the  same  was  grounded 
^  la  Bates'  ciise :  see  below,  p.  540. 
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and  the  rather,  for  tliat  a  general  conceit  is  had  that  the  reasons 
of  that  judgment  may  be  extended  much  farther,  even  to  the 
uttei  rum  of  the  ai  oient  liberty  of  thia  kingdom,  and  of  your 
subjects  right  of  propriety  of  their  Unds  and  goods. 

Then  foi  the  judgment  itself  being  the  first  and  last  that 
was  ever  gi^en  m  that  kind  lor  ought  appearing  unto  tjb,  and 
being  onlj  in  one  cise  and  a^imst  one  man,  it  can  bind  in  law 
no  othei  but  that  person,  and  la  also  reversible  by  writ  of  error, 
granted  heretofore  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and  neither  he  nor 
any  subject  is  debarttd  Ij  it  from  trjmg  his  right,  in  the  same 
or  like  ca  e  m  anj  of  jour  Majesty's  Courts  of  Record  at 
Westmmatei 

We  therefore  your  Ilighness  Io\al  and  dutiful  Commons, 
not  swerving  from  thp  approved  ttepa  of  our  ancestors,  most 
hunibly  and  instiiitly  beseech  joor  gracious  Majesty  that 
without  offence  to  the  ssme  we  may,  according  to  the  undoubted 
right  and  libertv  "1  Parliament  pioneed  in  our  intended  course 
of  a  full  esaimnatiOD  of  tbe'ie  new  imiositions  ;  that  so  we  may 
cheerfullj  pa«a  on  to  >our  MaiPstTs  business,  from  which  this 
stop  hath  by  dners  on  60  lon^  withliel  1  us.  .  .  . 

Commone'  Jwxewiks,  L  p.43l. 

8.  pToposiiions  touchitig  FurveT/ance^. 

Die  Martis  26  Junii,  1610.  .  .  . 

VI.  All  purveyance  and  takings  for  hie  Majesty,  the  Queen, 
the  Prince,  and  all  other  the  king's  children,  and  for  all  offices, 
officera,  courts,  couacils  and  societies  whatsoever,  to  be  utterly 
talsen  away,  as  well  purveyance  and  takings  for  household, 
stable,  navy,  servants,  labourers,  and  all  other  provisions,  as 
also  for  carts,  horses  and  carriages,  both  by  land  and  water; 
and  generally  all  purveyances  and  takings,  for  whomsoever  or 
whatsoever,  of  what  name  or  nature  soever,  to  be  for  ever 
extinguished.  The  composition  for  the  same  to  be  all  dissolved 
and  released.  The  clerk  of  the  market  and  all  other  to  be 
liisabled  for  setting  any  prices.     The  power  and  prerogative  of 

'  ■  Seren  propoaitions  of  ease,'  of  which  this  is  No.  6,  ware  disoussad  in 
oonnesion  with  Ihe  Great  CoBlraot  on  June  23  and  25,  passed  on.  Juae  16, 
and  presented  to  the  King  on  June  27  {0.  J.  I.  pp.  443-444). 
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pre-emption  to  be  determined,  not  infending  hereby  tlie  pre- 
emption of  tin.  What  regard  shall  be  had  of  the  merchant- 
straoger  in  this  point,  to  be  left  to  further  consideration. 

liOriM  Joamals,  11.  p.  660. 


9.  Memorial  concerning  the  Great  Contract  with  liis  Majesty 
touching  tenures,  with  the  dependents,  purveyance,  &c.  con- 
ceived by  direction  of  the  Lords  of  the  Higher  House  of 
Parliament.     [21  Jnly,  1610.] 

Whereas  the  knights,  citizens  and  burgesses  of  the  Lower 
House  of  Parliament  have  thia  day,  by  their  committees, 
delivered  unto  the  Lords  Committees  of  this  House  a  Memorial 
by  thein  conceived  and  put  in  writing,  containing  certain 
articles  concerning  the  Great  Contract  with  his  Majesty,  which 
during  this  session  hath  long  and  often  been  in  speech  and 
debate  between  their  lordships  and  them,  as  well  on  his 
Majesty's  behalf  as  for  the  interest  of  their  lordships  and  of 
the  said  knights,  citizens  and  burgesses;  by  which  Contract 
they  are  tied  to  assure  unto  hia  Majesty,  his  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors, the  sum  of  £soo,ooo  sterling  in  yearly  revenue,  in 
satisfaction  of  the  great  yearly  profits  which  his  Majesty  hath 
or  may  make,  as  well  in  respect  of  the  wardships  of  the  bodies 
and  lands  of  his  subjects  and  all  other  incidents  to  tenures,  as 
of  the  benefits  arising  by  post-fines,  defective  titles,  assarts  and 
many  other  immunities  and  privileges,  together  with  the  extin- 
guishing of  purveyance,  (all  tending  to  the  profit  and  ease  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects)  :  .  .  .  and  forasmuch  as  the  knights  and 
burgefses  of  the  Lower  House  have  also  acknowledged  (and 
that  most  tnily)  that  they  did  always  understand  themselves 
bound  to  limit  themselves  so  carefully  in  all  things  which  they 
have  sought  for  or  shall  do,  not  being  particularly  expressed  at 
the  time  that  they  did  accept  of  the  price,  as  not  to  demand  or 
expect  any  condition  wlieieby  his  Majesty  should  lose  either 
honour  or  profit  as  aforesaid :  the  Lords  also,  who  are  likewise 
in  their  own  particular  estates  and  possessions  (beside  the  care 
of  the  public  good)  no  leas  interested  in  the  said  Great  Contract 
than  they,  and  by  their  eminent  places  and  degrees  are  more 
strictly  bound  to  take  care  of  those  things  which  do  particularly 
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Q  the  honour  and  revenue  of  the  Ci'own  than  others  are, 
have  now,  upon  good  advice  and  deliberation,  thought  it  fit 
and  necesaaiy  cot  only  to  acknowledge  their  personal  consent 
to  the  substantial  parts  of  this  Contract,  but  (with  the  privity 
of  his  Majesty  as  an  argument  of  his  conaent)  given  order 
likewise  for  an  entry  to  be  made  of  the  same  jyetnorial,  in 
manner  as  is  aforesaid  .  .  .  Lordi  Journals,  II.  p.  66a, 

10.  Petition  of  the  Souse  of  Commom,  July,  1610'. 
Most  gracious  and  dread  Sovereign  .  .  .  "We  do  in  all 
humility  present  at  the  feet  of  your  escellent  Majesty  our- 
selves and  our  desires,  full  of  confidence  in  the  assurances  of 
your  religioiis  mind  and  princely  disposition,  that  you  will  he 
graciously  pleased  to  give  life  and  effect  to  these  our  petitions . . . 
I.  Whereas  good  and  provident  laws  have  heen  made  for  the 
maintenance  of  God's  true  reli^on  and  safety  of  your  Majesty's 
royal  person,  issue  and  estate,  against  Jesuits,  Seminary  Priests 
and  Popish  recusants;  ,  .  .  yet  for  that  the  laws  are  not 
executed  against  the  priests,  who  are  the  corrupters  of  the 
people  in  religion  and  loyalty,  and  many  recusants  have  already 
compounded,  .  .  .  Your  Majesty  therefore  would  be  pleased,  at 
the  humble  suit  of  your  Commons  ia  this  present  Parliament 
assembled,  ...  to  lay  your  royal  command  upon  all  your 
ministers  of  justice,  both  ecclesiastical  and  civil,  to  see  the 
laws  made  against  Jesuits,  Seminary  Priests  and  recusants  .  . . 
to  be  duly  and  exactly  executed  without  dread  or  delay;  and 
that  your  Majesty  would  be  pleased  likewise  to  take  into  your 
own  hands  the  penalties  due  for  recusancy,  and  that  the  same 
be  not  converted  to  the  private  gain  of  some,  to  your  infinite 
loss,  the  emboldening  of  the  Papists,  and  decay  of  true  religion. 
II.  "Wiiereas  also  divers  painful  and  learned  pastors,  that 
have  long  travelled  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  with  good 
fruit  and  blessing  of  their  labours,  who  were  ever  ready  to 
perform  the  legal  subscription  appointed  by  the  Statute  of  the 
13th  of  Elizabeth,  which  only  concetneth  the  confession  of  the 

'  It  appears  imcertaiii  1711611  this  petition  waB  presented.  It  was 
answered  by  the  King,  alon;^  with  the  following  grievances  (see  p.  202),  ou 
23  July,  1010  (i.  J.  II,  p.  658;  FarL  DeTiales,  Camd.  Soc.  p.  123), 
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true  Cliristian  faith  and  docfriae  of  the  Sacraments',  yet,  for 
not  conforming  in  points  of  ceremonies  and  refusing  the  snb- 
Bcription  directed  by  the  late  Canons,  tave  been  removed  from 
their  ecclesiastical  livings,  being  their  freehold,  and  debarred 
from  all  means  of  maintenance  ;  ...  we  therefore  most  humbly 
beseech  your  Majesty  would  be  graciously  pleased,  thai  such 
deprived  and  silenced  ministers  may,  by  licence  or  permission 
of  the  reverend  fathers,  in  their  several  dioceses  instruct  and 
preach  unto  their  people,  in  such  parishes  and  places  where 
they  may  be  employed;  so  as  they  apply  themselves  in  theii" 
ministry  to  wiioiesome  doctrine  and  exhortation  and  live 
quietly  and  peaceably  in  their  callings,  and  shall  not  by 
writing  or  preaching  impugn  things  established  by  public 
authority. 

III.  Whereas  liiewise  through  plurality  of  benefices  and 
toleration  of  non-residency  in  many  who  possess  not  the  meanest 
of  livings,  with  cnre  of  sonls,  the  people  in  divers  places  want 
instruction;  .  . .  and  where  pluralists,  heaping  up  many  livings 
into  one  hand,  do  hy  that  means  keep  divers  learned  men  from 
maintenance,  to  the  discouragement  of  students  and  the  hind- 
rance of  learning,  and  the  non-residents  ...  do  leave  the  people 
as  a  piey  to  the  popish  seducers :  it  might  therefore  please 
your  most  excellent  Majesty,  for  remedy  of  tliose  evils  in  the 
Church,  to  provide  that  dispensations  for  plurality  of  benefices 
with  cure  of  souls  may  be  prohibited,  and  that  tlio  toleration  of 
non-residency  may  he  restrained  , .  . 

IV.  And  forasmuch  as  excommunication  is  the  heaviest 
censure  for  the  most  grievous  offences  which  the  Church  dofh 
retain,  yet  [is]  exercised  and  inflicted  upon  an  incredible 
number  of  the  common  people  by  the  subordinate  officers  of  the 
jurisdiction  ecclesiastical,  most  commonly  for  very  small  causes, 
grounded  upon  the  sole  information  of  a  base  apparitor  , .  . 

Wherefore  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  Commons  most  humbly 
beseech  your  Highness  that  some  due  and  fit  reformation  may 
be  had  in  the  premises. 

Vetyt,  Jut  ParUameitfaHum,  pp.  316-318. 

^  13  Eliz.  II,  i  I, 
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11.  Petition  of  the  Soibse  of  Commons,  7  Jidy,  1610. 
To  the  King'a  most  excellent  Majesty. 

Most  gracious  Sovereign,  your  Majesty's  moat  haiuMe 
Commons  assembled  in  Parliament,  being  moved  as  well  out  of 
their  duty  and  zeal  to  your  Majeaty,  as  out  of  the  sense  of  just 
grief  wherewith  your  loving  auhjects  are  generally  through 
the  whole  realm  at  this  time  possessed,  because  they  perceive 
their  common  and  an  '  nt  'git  a,  d  i'herty  to  be  much  declined 
and  infringed  Lu  thea  late  years  d  with  all  duty  and  humility 
present  these  our  just  mpl  mt  th  eof  to  your  gracious  view, 
most  instantly  cravin    j    L       tl        n  and  due  redress  . .  , 

[I.]  The  policy  and  n  t  tut  n  f  this  your  kingdom  appro- 
prititea  unto  the  kin  f  th  s  Im,  with  tke  assent  of  the 
Parliament,  as  well  th  gn  ( ower  of  making  laws  as 

that  of  taxing  or  imposing  upon  the  subjects'  goods  or  merchan- 
dizes, wherein  they  have  justly  such  a  propriety  as  may  not 
without  their  consent  be  altered  or  changed  .  .  . 

"We  therefore,  your  Majesty's  most  humble  Commons  a-^ 
semhled  in  Piirliament,  following  the  example  of  tliis  worthy  care 
of  our  anoestora  and  oat  of  a  duty  to  those  for  wliom  we  seive, 
finding  that  your  Mnjesty,  without  advice  or  consent  of  Parlia- 
ment, hath  lately  in  time  of  peace  set  both  greater  impositions 
and  far  more  in  number  than  any  your  noble  ancestors  did 
ever  in  time  of  war,  have  with  all  humility  presumed  to  present 
tl  m  t  J  st  and  necessary  petition  unto  your  Majesty,  That  all 
rap  t  ons  aet  witliout  the  aaspnt  of  Parliament  may  be  quite 
1  I  bed  and  taken  away '  and  that  your  Majesty  in  imitation 
1  ke  IS  of  >  Jur  noble  piogenitors  will  be  pleased  That  a  Kw 
n  y  be  m  Je  duimg  this  Session  of  Parliament  to  declare 
th  t  all  npoaitions  et  or  to  be  set  upon  your  people  their 
goods  or  mercbandises  aave  onlj  by  common  assent  m  Pailia 
ment  are  and  shiU  be  void 

[II  ]  Whereas  bj  the  htatute  i  Eliz  cap  i  intituled  ■in  Act 
restoring  to  the  Crown  the  ancient  jun  diction  over  the  state 
ecclesiastical  &c  power  \^a'.  ^iveu  to  tht  Queen  and  her 
eucce=aors  to  constitute  and  mike  a  commission  m  causes 
ectle'-iasticil  thp  said  \ct  is  found  to  be  inconvenient  and  of 
dangerous  c\tent  in  dntr'.  reipecte 
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to  the  ecclESiasti cal  jurisdiction  re-toied  Ij  tbat  btatute.  ■wbith 
Tce  conceive  to  be  a  great  wrong  to  the  subject  .  .  . 

Thirdly,  for  by  the  statute  the  king  and  his  BucceBsora 
(however  your  Majesty  batb  been  pleased  out  of  your  gracious 
disposition  otherwise  to  order)  may  make  and  direct  sncli  coni- 
mission  into  all  the  counties  and  dioceses,  yea,  into  every  parish 
of  England ;  and  thereby  all  eaasea  may  be  taken  from  juris- 
diction of  bishops,  chancellors  and  archdeacons,  and  laymen 
solely  enabled  to  escommuiiicate  and  exercise  all  other  censures 
spirifcual. 

Fonrthly,  that  every  petty  offence  pertaining  to  epiritual 
jurisdiction  ia,  by  colour  of  the  said  words  and  letters  patents 
grounded  thereupon,  made  subject  to  excommunication  and 
punishment  by  that  strange  and  exorbitant  power  and  com- 
mission, whereby  the  least  offenders,  not  committing  anytbing 
of  any  enormous  or  high  nature,  may  he  drawn  from  the  most 
remote  places  of  the  kingdom  to  Loudon  or  York ;  which  ia 
very  grievous  and  inconvenient. 

Fifthly,  for  tbat  limit  touching  causes  subject  to  this  com- 
mission beiog  only  with  these  words,  viz.  'such  as  pertain  to 
epiritual  or  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction,'  it  is  very  hard  to  know 
what  matters  or  offences  are  included  in  tbat  number  ,  .  . 

And  whereas  upon  the  same  statute  a  commission  ecclesiastical 
is  made,  therein  is  grievance  apprehended  thus  : 

(i)  For  that  thereby  the  same  men  have  both  spiritual  and 
temporal  jurisdiction,  and  may  both  force  the  pai-ty  by  oatb  to 
accuse  himself  of  any  offence  and  also  enquire  thereof  by 
a  jury,  and  lastly  may  indict  for  the  Eame  offence  at  the  same 


yGoosle 


3°4 


James  I. 


[leio. 


1  s«nteEce  both  a  spiritual  and 


time  and  by  one  and 
temporal  penalty  ^. 

(2)  "Wbereaa  upon  sentences  of  deprivation  or  otber  Bpiritaal 
censures  given  by  force  of  ordinary  jurisdiction  an  appeal  lieth 
for  fbe  party  aggrieved,  that  is  liere  excluded  by  expresa  words 
of  the  commission ;  also  here  is  to  be  a  trial  hy  jury,  yet  no 
leniedy  by  traverse  or  attaint;  neither  can  a  man  Lave  any 
writ  of  error,  though  a  judgment  or  sentence  be  given  against 
him,  amonntijjg  to  the  taking  away  of  all  his  goods  and 
imprisoning  of  him  during  life,  yea  to  the  adjudgiag  him  in 
case  of  praemunire,  whereby  his  lands  are  forfeited  and  he  out 
of  the  protection  of  the  law. 

(3)  That  whereas  penal  laws  and  offences  against  the  same 
cannot  be  deteroiined  in  other  courts  or  by  other  persons  than 
by  those  trusted  by  Parliament  with  the  execution  thereof,  yet 
the  execution  of  many  such  statutes  (divers  whereof  were  made 
since  the  first  of  Eliaabeth)  are  commended  and  committed  to 
these  Commissioners  Eoclesiastieal,  who  are  either  to  inflict  the 
punishment  contained  in  the  statute,  being  prae^iunire  and  of 
other  high  nature,  and  so  enforce  a  man  upon  hia  own  oath  to 
accuse  and  expose  himself  to  those  punishments,  or  else  to 
inflict  other  temporal  punishments  at  their  pleasure ;  and  yet 
besides  and  after  that  done,  the  party  shall  be  subject,  in  the 
conrta  mentioned  in  the  acts,  to  punishment  by  the  same  acta 
appointed  and  inflicted :  which  we  think  very  unreasonable. 

(4)  That  the  commission  giveth  authority  to  enforce  men 
called  into  question  to  enter  into  recognizance,  not  only  for 
appearance  from  time  to  time  but  also  for  perfor 
whatsoever  shall  be  by  the  commissioners  ordered; 
that  it  giveth.  power  to  enjoin  parties,  defendant  or  acci 
pay  Buoh  fees  to  the  ministers  of  the  court  as  by  the  c 
sioners  shall  be  thought  fit. 

And  touching  the  execution  of  th 
grievous  these  ways  among  other; 

(i)  For  that  laymen  are  by  the  C  m 
speating  (otherwise  than  in  judicial  j  1 
simony  and  other  misdemeanours  of  tli 

'  '  jurifldiotion '  (Petjt). 


n    t  is  found 

p  nished  for 
es)  of  the 
pir  tual  m  n,  though 
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the  tiling  spoken  be  true  and  the  speech  tending  to  the 
inducing  of  some  condign  punishment. 

(3)  In  that  these  connaissioners  usually  appoint  and  allot  to 
women  discontented  at  and  unwilling  to  live  with  their  husbands 
such  portion  aod  allowance  for  pieaeut  maintenance,  as  to  them 
shall  seem  meet,  to  the  great  encouragement  to  wives  to  be 
disobedient  and  contemptuous  against  their  husbands. 

(3)  In  that  their  pursuivants  and  other  ministers,  employed 
in  the  apprehension  of  suspected  offenders  in  anything  spiritual 
and  in  the  searching  for  any  supposed  scandalous  books,  use  to 
break  open  men's  houses,  closets  and  desks,  rifling  all  corners 
and  secret  custodies,  as  in  cases  of  high  treason  or  suspicion 
thereof. 

All  which  premises,  amongst  other  things,  considered,  your 
Majesty's  most  loyal  and  dutiful  Commons  in  all  humbleness 
beseech  you  that,  for  the  easing  of  them  as  well  from  the  present 
grievance  as  from  the  fear  and  possibility  of  greater  in  times 
future,  your  Highness  would  vouchsafe  your  royal  assent  and 
allowance  to  and  for  the  ratifying  of  the  said  statute  and  the 
reducing  thereof,  and  consequently  of  the  said  commission,  to 
reasonable  and  convenient  limits,  by  some  Act  to  be  passtd  in 
the  present  session  of  Parliament. 

[m.]  Amongst  many  othei  points  of  happiness  and  freedom, 
which  your  Majesty's  subjects  of  this  kingdom  have  enjoyed 
under  your  roy^l  pro£iemtiDrs  kings  and  queens  of  this  realm, 
there  is  none  which  they  have  accounted  more  dear  and  precious 
than  this,  to  be  guided  and  governed  by  certain  rule  of  law, 
which  giveth  both  to  the  h^\di  and  members  that  which  of  right 
bejongeth  to  them,  and  not  by  any  uncertain  or  arbitrary  form 
of  Government  .  Out  of  this  root  hath  grown  the  indubitable 
right  of  the  people  of  thi'  kingdom,  not  to  be  made  subject  to 
any  pumshment  that  phall  extend  to  their  lives,  lands,  bodies  or 
geods,  othei  thin  such  as  aie  otdained  by  the  eommtn  laws  of 
this  land  or  the  statutes  made  by  their  common  consent  in 
Parliament 

Soveitheless  it  is  appaient  both  that  protlimations  La^e 
been  of  late  years  much  more  trequpnt  than  heietotore  and 
thdt  thej  are  extendpd  nut  onh  to  the  liberty  hut  aho  to  the 
goods,   inheutanccs   and   Ii%eiihood   of   men,    some   of  them 
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tend  ng  to  alt  i  some  poiuts  of  tlie  Hw  and  n  ake  them  new : 
otlmr  some  mide  shortly  aiter  a  sea«.oii  of  parliament  for 
mattei  directly  rejected  in  the  same  session  othera  appointing 
punishments  to  he  i  fl  (.ted  befo  e  kwful  tiial  and  conMctioa: 
some  coutaiumg  pen  titles  m  form  of  jenal  btatut  a  some 
referring  the  punishment  of  offenders  to  the  courts  of  arbitrary 
diBcret  on  which  have  laid  heavy  and  gi  evuua  ceasuies  upon 
tie  delinqients  some  as  the  pioclimation  for  star  h  accom- 
panied with  letters  commandin'r  enqniy  to  le  n  ade  against  the 
tiansare'sorb  at  the  quarter  sessions  and  '^onie  voud  ing 

foimer  pioclamationa  to  couutenance  and  warrant  the  latter 
Ey  leiiOE  whereot  there  is  a  geneiil  fear  conceived  and  tpiead 
amongst  jour  Majesty  s  people,  that  pioclamationa  will  by  de- 
giees  grow  up  and  increase  to  the  stiengthand  nature  of  liws: 
whticbv  not  only  that  anci  nt  hajipmcis  t  eedom  will  be 
much  b!e  i  ished  if  not  qu  te  talcen  away  which  then  ancestors 
have  so  long  enjoj  ed  but  the  same  m  y  il  o  m  piocesa  of  ti  ne 
bring  1  new  foim  of  arbitrary  government  upon  the  reilm 

"We  therefore,  your  Majesty's  humble  subjects,  the  Commons 
in  this  Parliament  assembled,  taking  tiese  matters  into  our 
consideration  and  weighing  how  much  it  doth  concern  your 
Majesty,  both  in  honour  and  safety,  that  such  impressions 
should  not  be  enforced  to  settle  ia  your  subjects'  minds,  have 
thought  it  to  appertaia  to  our  duties,  as  well  toward  your 
Majesty  as  to  those  that  have  trusted  and  sent  ua  to  their 
service,  to  present  unto  your  Majesty's  view  these  fears  and 
griefs  of  your  people,  and  to  become  humble  suitors  unto  your 
Majesty,  that  thenceforth  no  fine  or  forfeiture  of  goods  or  other 
pecuaiary  or  corporal  puniahment  may  be  inflicted  upon  your 
subjects  {other  than  restraint  of  liberty,  which  we  also  humbly 
beseech  may  be  but  upon  urgent  necessity,  and  to  continue  but 
till  otiier  order  may  be  taken  by  course  of  law),  unless  they 
shall  offend  against  some  law  or  statute  of  this  I'ealm  in  force 
at  the  time  of  their  offence  committed  :  and  for  greater  assur- 
ance and  comfort  of  your  people,  that  it  will  please  your 
Majesty  to  declare  your  royal  pleasure  to  that  purpose,  either 
by  some  law  to  be  made  in  this  session  of  parliament  or  by  some 
euch  other  course  (whereof  your  people  may  take  knowle<^e), 
as  to  your  princely  wisdom  ^hall  seem  most  convenient . . . 
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[IV.]  FomsmBch  as  the  exercise  of  authority  overthe  counties 
of  Gloucester,  Heieford,  Wigorn  and  Salop  hy  the  Presideut 
and  Council  of  Wales,  hy  way  of  instructions  upon  a  Pretext  of 
statute'  made  iu  the  thirty- fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
Henry  VIII,  b  conceived  not  to  he  warranted  by  that  or  any 
other  law  of  this  realm  of  England         ■  it  i   th  ref 
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12.  Fetition  of  the  Bouse  of  Commons,  3  Dec,  1621'. 

Most  gracious  and  dread  Sovereign :  We,  your  Majesty's 
most  humble  and  loyal  subjects,  the  knights,  citizens  and  bur- 
gesses now  assemhled  in  parliament,  .  . .  finding  how  ill  your 
Majesty's  goodness  hath  been  requited  hy  princes  of  different 
religion,  who  even  in  time  of  treaty  have  taken  opportunities 
to  advance  their  own  ends,  tendingto  the  subversion  of  religion, 
and  disadvantage  of  your  affairs  and  the  estate  of  yonr  chil- 
dren ;  by  reason  whereof  youT  ill-affected  suhjects  at  home,  the 
popish  reonsants,  have  taken  too  much  encouragement,  and 
are  dangerously  increased  in  their  number  and  in  their  in- 
Bolencies,  we  cannot  but  be  sensible  thereof,  and  therefore 
humbly  represent  what  we  conceive  to  he  the  causes  of  so  great 
and  growing  mischiefs,  and  what  be  the  remedies, 

I.  The  vigilancy  and  ambition  of  the  Pope  of  Eome  and  his 
deai-est  son ;  the  one  aiming  at  as  large  a  temporal  monarchy, 
as  the  other  at  a  spiritual  supiemacy.     2.  The  devilish  positions 

'  34  and  35  H.  VIII.  26. 

'  Ttigpetiiion  waapassedby  llieHouseonsDee.,  1631  (C.J.  I.  p.  655), 
but  stopped  by  the  following  letter  from  the  King  (p.  310). 
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and  doctrines  wheieon  poptryis  built  ind  tiuffht  with  autlionty 
to  their  followers  for  the  adiancement  ofihur  temporal  end'; 
3  The  distressed  and  m  serable  estate  of  the  profesaurs  of  our 
lehgion  m  foieign  puts  4  The  li  astious  accidents  to  your 
Mdjestj  s  childien  abro  id  5    The  stringe  confederacv  of 

the  j.iuice3  of  the  popist  leligion  6    Tie  gieat  and  many 

armies  lai  ed  and  mimtiined  at  the  chiige  of  the  ]iin„  of 
Spain  the  chief  of  that  league  7  The  expectition  of  the 
popish  recusants  ot  the  match  with  bpam  and  (ceding  tliem 
selves  with  great  hrpes  of  the  consequences  tliereof  8  The 
inteiposinet  of  loieign  princes  ind  their  agents  m  the  behalf 
of  popish  leLUaantfl  9    Their  opca  and  usual  lesort  to  the 

houses  and  which  is  worse  to  the  chapels  of  foreign  ambas 
sadois  10  Their  nioie  tl  aa  usual  eoncouise  to  the  uty  and 
their  frequent  com eiitrcles  and  conferences  there  11  The 
education  of  their  childien  in  manv  several  seminaries  and 
houses  of  their  rclig  on  in  fojeign  i  iits  appiopriited  to  the 
Engliah  fugitives  13  Ihe  grants  of  their  just  forfeitures 
transferred  or  compounded  for  it  such  nean  lates  as  will 
amount  to  little  less  than  a  tolerat  on  13  The  licentious 
piintiMK  and  disperamg  of  popish  and  seditions  books  e\en  m 
the  time  of  parliaiiient  14  The  swarms  ot  priests  and  Je'^mti 
the  conmon  incendiiiiies  of  all  Chiistendom,  dispersed  in  all 
parts  of  vour  kingdom 

Aad  from  these  causes  as  bitter  roots  we  humblj  offer  to 
J  our  Majfis-ty  that  we  foreaee  and  fear  there  will  necessarily 
folbwier}  dangerous  efletts  both  to  uhurch  and  state      For 

1  The  popish  lelijon  is  incompatible  with  lui^  la  ie=peet  of 
then  positicns  3  It  diawetb  \  ith  it  tu  uiia\ordxble  de 
pendency  on  foiei°n  piiiice=  3  It  openeth  too  Wide  1  gip 
ioi  ptpTil  irity  to  any  who  shall  draw  too  great  a  party  4  It 
hath  a  restless  spirit  and  will  strive  by  these  gradations  if  it 
once  get  but  a  couniiance  it  will  pre'-s  for  a  toleration,  if  that 
ohould  be  obtaii  ei  tl  ey  must  have  an  equality  &om  thencL 
they  will  aspiie  to  superiority  aod  will  nevei  lest  till  they  get 

2  aubversun  of  the  true  rehgion 

The  remedies  against  tl  ese  giowing  eviji  which  m  all 
humility  wo  offei  unto  jour  most  txcHllent  STajtsty  are  tl  ese 
I    Thit,  seeing  th  s  inevitable  necesait)    is  fallen   upon  jour 
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Majesty  which  no  wisdom  or  providence  of  a  peaceable  and 
pious  king  can  avoid,  your  Majesty  would  not  omit  thia  just 
occasion,  speedily  and  effectually  to  take  your  sword  into  your 
hatid.  2.  That,  once  undertaken  upon  so  honourable  and  jiist 
grounds,  your  Majesty  would  resolve  to  pursue  and  more 
pubhcly  STOW  the  aiding  of  those  of  our  religion  in  foreign 
parts ;  which  doubtless  would  reunite  the  pricces  and  states  of 
the  union,  by  these  disasters  disheartened  aod  dishanded. 
3.  That  your  Majesty  would  propose  to  yourself  to  manage  this 
war  with  the  best  advantage,  by  a  diversion  or  otherwise,  as  in 
your  deep  judgment  shall  be  found  fittest ;  and  not  to  rest 
upon  a  war  in  these  parts  only,  which  will  consume  your 
treasure  and  discourage  your  people.  4.  That  the  bent  of  this 
war  and  point  of  your  sword  may  he  against  that  prince 
(whatsoever  opinion  of  potency  he  hath),  whose  armies  and 
treasures  have  first  diverted  and  since  maintained  the  war  in 
the  Palatinate,  5.  That,  for  securing  of  our  peace  at  home,  your 
Majesty  would  be  pleased  ...  to  put  in  esecutioa,  by  the  care 
of  choice  commissioners  to  he  thereunto  especially  appointed, 
the  laws  already  and  hereafter  to  he  made  for  preventing  of 
dangers  by  popish  recusants  and  their  wonted  evasions.  6. 
That,  to  frustrate  their  hopes  for  &  future  age,  our  most  noble 
prince  may  be  timely  and  happily  matTied  to  one  of  our  own 
religion.  J.  That  the  children  of  the  nobility  and  gentry  of 
this  kingdom  and  of  othera  ill-affected  and  suspected  in  their 
religion,  now  beyond  the  seas,  may  be  forthwith  called  home  by 
your  means,  and  at  the  charge  of  their  parents  or  governors, 
8.  That  the  children  of  popish  recusants  or  such  whose  wives 
are  popish  recusants  be  brought  up,  during  their  minority, 
with  protestant  schoolmasters  and  teachers,  who  may  sow  in 
their  tender  yeai'S  the  seeds  of  true  religion.  9.  That  your  -- 
Majesty  will  be  pleased  speedily  to  revoke  all  former  licences 
for  such  children  and  youth  to  travel  beyond  the  seas,  and  not 
grant  any  such  licence  hereafter,  10.  That  your  Majesty's 
learned  council  may  receive  comiiiandaient  from  your  Highness 
carefully  to'  look  into  former  grants  of  recusants'  lands,  and  to 
avoid  them  if  by  law  they  can ;  and  that  your  Majesty  will 
stay  your  hand  from  passing  any  such  grants  hereafter. 

Thia  is  the  sura  and  effect  of  our  humble  declaration,  which 
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■we  (no  ways  intendms  to  [iress  upon  vour  ITajeaty's  undoubted 
and  regal  prerogatue)  do  ■with  the  fulnees  of  our  duty  md 
obedience  humbly  submit  to  your  most  pnncely  considera- 
tion . .  Sushicorth,  I.  p.  40. 


13.  The  King's  letter  to  the  ffoioe  of  Commons,  3  Sec,  1621 '. 

To  our  trusty  and  well-beloved  Sir  Thomas  Eichardson, 
Knight,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

Mr  Spealier  We  have  hpard  bv  divers  report'^,  to  our 
great  gnef  that  our  distance  fiom  the  Hou'e*  of  Pailiiment, 
ciufeed  by  our  indisposition  of  health,  hath  emboldened  some 
fipr^  and  popular  spirits  of  some  of  the  House  of  Commons  to 
argue  and  debate  publicly  of  matters  far  above  their  reii/h 
•mi  capacity  tending  to  oar  hi^h  di'ihonour  and  breach  of 
prerogative  rojal  These  are  therefore  to  comm'inil  >ou  to 
make  known  in  our  name  unto  the  House,  that  none  therein 
shall  presume  hencefurth  to  meddle  with  anything  concerning 
our  government  or  deep  matters  of  state,  and  namely,  not  to 
deal  with  our  deateat  son's  match  with  the  dau!*hter  of  Spain, 
nor  to  touch  the  honoui  of  that  kinsr  or  anv  other  our  fiiends 
and  confederates;  and  also  not  to  meddle  ■with  any  men  a  par- 
ticulars, which  have  their  due  motion  in  our  ordinary  couita  of 
justice. 

And  whereas  we  hear  that  they  have  sent  a  message  to  Sir 
Edwin  Sandys,  to  know  the  reasons  of  his  late  restraint  \  you 
shall  in  our  name  resolve  them,  that  it  was  not  for  any  mis- 
demeanour of  his  in  parliament :  hut,  to  put  them  out  of  doubt 
of  any  (jiiestion  of  that  nature  that  may  arise  among  them 
hereafter,  you  shall  resolve  them  in  our  name.  That  we  thiuk 
ouvself  very  free  and  able  to  punish  any  man's  misdemeanours 
in  pai'liament  as  well  during  their  sitting  as  after ;  which  we 
mean  not  to  spare  hereafter,  upon  any  occasion  of  any  man's 
insolent  behaviour  there  that  shall  be  ministered  unto  us. 
And,  if  they  have  already  touched  any  of  these  points  which 
we  have  forbidden,  in  any  petition  of  theirs  which  is  to  be 
sent  unto  us,  it  is  our  pleasure  that  you  shall  tell  them.  That, 

■  Bead  in  the  Honse  on  Doe, 
'  He  was  impriaoned  (witb  ot 
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eKcept  they  reform  it  before  it  cornea  to  our  Lande,  we  will  not 
deign  the  Iwaring  nor  answering  of  it. 

Dated  at  Newmarket,  3  December,  1621. 

S.v.-ikioaii'h,  I.  p,  43. 

14.  Tui^tyn  of  the  House  of  Commons,  9  Dec,  1621 '. 

Most  dread  and  graciouB  Sovereign  ;  "We  your  most  humble 
8ud  loyal  Biibjects,  the  knights,  citizens  and  burgesses  as- 
sembled in  the  Commons  House  of  Parliament,  ...  in  all 
humbleness  befeech  your  most  excellent  Majesty  fhat  the 
loyalty  and  dutifulness  of  as  faithful  a,nd  loving  subjects  as 
ever  served  or  lived  under  a  gracious  sovereign  may  not  un- 
deservediy  suffer  by  the  misinformation  of  partial  and  unceitain 
reports,  which  are  ever  unfaithful  intelligencers :  but  that  your 
Majesty  would,  in  the  clearness  of  your  own  judgment,  first 
vouchsafe  to  understand  from  ourselves,  and  not  from  others, 
what  our  humble  Declaration  and  Petition,  resolved  upon  by 
the  universal  voice  of  the  House,  and  proposed,  with  your 
gracious  favour,  to  be  presented  unto  jour  saored  Majesty,  doth 
contain.     [A  summary  of  the  petition  (No.  12,  above)  follows.] 

This  being  the  efl'ect  of  what  we  had  formerly  resolved  upon, 
and  these  the  occasions  and  reasons  inducing  tlie  same,  our 
humble  suit  to  your  Majesty  and  confidence  is.  That  your 
Majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  receive,  at  the  hands  of 
these  our  messengers,  our  former  humble  Declaration  and 
Petition,  and  vouchsafe  to  read  and  favourably  to  interpret  the 
Fome  ;  .  .  .  and  whereas  your  Majesty,  by  the  general  words  of 
your  lett«r,  seemeth  to  restrain  us  from  intermeddling  with 
matters  of  govei-nment  or  particulars  which  have  their  motion 
in  the  courts  of  justice,  the  generality  of  which  words,  in  the 
Itirgeness  of  the  extent  thei-eof  (as  we  hope  beyond  your 
Majesty's  intention),  might  involve  those  things  which  are  the 
jiroper  subjects  of  parliamentary  occasions  and  discourse :  and 
whereas  your  Majesty  doth  seem  to  abridge  us  of  the  ancient 
liberty  of  parliament  for  freedom,  of  speech,  jurisdiction  and 
just  censure  of  the  House,  and  other  proceedings  there  (where- 
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in  we  trust  in  God  we  shall  rtever  transgress  the  bountls  of 
loyal  and  dutiful  aubjects),  a  liberty  wiiioh,  wc  assure  ourselves, 
so  wise  and  bo  just  a  king  will  not  infringe,  the  same  being  our 
ancient  sjid  undoubted  tight  and  an  inlieritaace  received  Irom 
our  ancestors,  without  which  we  cannot  freely  debate  nor 
clearly  discern  of  things  in  question  before  us,  nor  truly  inform 
your  Majesty;  ...  we  are  therefore  now  again  enforced,  in  all 
humbleness,  to  pray  your  Majesty  to  allow  the  same,  and 
thereby  to  take  away  the  doubts  and  scruples  your  Majesty's 
late  letter  to  our  Speaker  hath  wrought  upon  us  , . . 

BHsSioor(6, 1,  p.  44. 

15.  The  Kiwf  a  answer,  10  Dec,  1621'. 

...Now  whereas,  in  the  very  beginning  of  this  your  apology, 
you  ta:s  ug,  in  fair  terms,  of  trusting  uncertain  reports  and 
partial  inforinationa  concerning  your  proceedings,  we  wish  yon 
to  remember  that  we  are  an  old  and  experienced  king,  needing 
no  such  lessons,  being,  in  our  conscience,  freest  of  any  king 
alivo  from  hearing  or  trusting  idle  reports;  which  so  many  of 
your  House  as  are  nearest  us  can  bear  witness  unto  you,  if  you 
would  give  as  good  ear  to  them  as  you  do  to  Bome  tribunitial 
orators  among  you  . . . 

In  the  body  of  your  petition,  you  usurp  upon  our  prerogative 
royal  and  meddle  with  things  far  above  your  reaeh,  and  then  in 
the  conclusion  you  protest  the  contrary;  as  if  a  robber  would 
take  a  man's  purse  and  then  protest  he  meant  not  to  rob  Mm . . . 
And  touching  your  excuse  of  not  determining  anything  concern- 
ing the  match  ot  o  ir  dearest  son,  but  only  to  tell  your  opinion 
and  lay  it  down  at  our  feet,  first  wo  desire  to  know  how  you 
could  have  presumed  to  determine  in  that  point  without  com- 
mitting of  high  treison?  .  And  as  to  your  request  that  we 
would  now  receive  you:  former  petition,  we  wonder  what  could 
make  you  prcumo  t!  at  we  would  receive  it,  whereas  in  our 
former  letter  we  phmly  dedared  the  contrary  unto  you.  And 
therefore  we  have  justly  rejected  that  suit  of  yours,  for  what 
have  you  left  unattemjted  m  the  highest  points  of  sovereignty 
in  that  petition  of  yours,  except  the  striking  of  coin  J . .  .  These 
'  Given  on  Dec  10,  and  read  in  tha  House  on  Dec.  14  (C.  J.  I.  p.  663). 
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are  unfit  things  to  be  handled  in  parliament,  except  your  king 
sboaJd  req^uire  it  of  you :  ,  . .  and  tlierefore,  me  evtor  ultra  cre- 

And  although  we  cannot  allow  of  the  style,  calling  it  your 
ancient  and  undoubted  right  and  inheritance,  but  could  rather 
have  wished  that  ye  had  said  that  your  privileges  were  derived 
from  the  grace  and  permission  of  our  ancestors  and  ns  (for  most 
of  them  grow  from  precedents,  which  shows  rather  a  toleration 
than  inlieritance),  yet  we  are  pleased  to  give  you  our  royal 
assurance,  that  as  long  as  you  <3ontain  yourself  within  the  limits 
of  your  duty,  we  will  be  as  careful  to  maintain  and  preserve 
your  lawful  liheities  and  privileges,  as  ever  any  of  our  prede- 
cessors were,  nay,  as  to  preserve  our  own  royal  prerogative  ^ ;  so 
as  your  House  shall  only  have  need  to  beware  to  trench  upon 
(he  prerogative  of  the  crown  ;  which  would  enforce  us,  or  any 
just  king,  to  retrench  them  of  their  privileges,  that  would  pare 
his  prerogative  and  fltiwers  of  the  crown  i  hut  of  this,  we  hope, 
there  shall  never  be  cau^e  given. 

Dated  at  Newmarket,  11  Dec,  i6zi. 

Suskworlh,  L  p.  46. 

16.  Protestation  of  the  Mouse  of  Commions,  18  Dec,  1621'. 

The  Commons  now  assembled  ia  parliament,  being  justly 
occasioned  thereunto,  concerning  sundry  liberties,  franchises 
and  privileges  of  parliament  amongst  others  here  mentioned,  do 
make  this  protestatioa  following :  That  the  liberties,  franchises, 
privileges  and  jurisdictions  of  parliament  are  the  ancient  and 
■undoubted  birthright  and  inheritance  of  the  subjects  of  England; 
and  that  the  arduous  and  urgent  affairs  conceniing  the  kinn, 

'  In  another  letter,  dated  Dec.  16,  read  in  tLe  House  on  Deo.  17,  the 
King  Bays,  'The  plain  truth  ia,  that  we  cannot  with  p;ttienoe  endure  our 
aubjecte  to  use  such  aniimonarchical  words  to  aa  coooerning  their  libertieB, 
except  they  had  Bubjoined  that  they  were  granted  unto  them  by  the  grace 
and  favour  of  our  predecessorB '  {Pail.  Mid.  p.  1350). 

'  '  l3  Dec.,  1621,  p.m.  Mr  Speaker  taking  his  chair,  Mr  Sergeant 
Ashley,  fitom  the  Grand  Ctomioittee,  preaenteth  to  the  Houea  a  draft  of  the 
FrotestAtioa  caucerning  the  privileges  of  the  House,  The  Protestation 
read  several  times  and,  upon  question,  allowed  and  ordered  to  be  presently 
entered  of  record  in  tbe  journal  of  the  House'  (C  J.  I.  p.  668).  'In  the 
margin  is  written,  "  Kii^  James,  in  Council,  with  his  own  hand  rent  out 
this  Protestation  " '  (ibid.  note). 
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•■tite  "ind  lefeiiLP  cf  (lie  lexlia  ind  of  llie  Lliiirch  of  En^liid 
aud  tke  mamten  lace  and  mil  ia„  of  liws,  "md  redies';  of 
mischiefs  ind  griivanops  whiLh  da  ly  hippen  witlim  tins  realm 
are  prober  'iu.bjects  and  matter  of  counsel  ind  debate  la  piilia 
ment  and  thit  in  the  liandling  and  proceedinsf  of  tho=6 
businp'sps  every  mtmber  of  the  House  of  Parliament  hath  ind 
of  light  ought  to  ha\e  fietdom  of  ipeeLb  to  piopound  treit 
leason  11  d  brins  to  conchi'^ionthe  sttne  and  that  the  Con  m  ns 
m  parliament  have  like  liberty  and  freedom  to  tieat  of  these 
matters  in  such  older  is  in  their  judgments  shill  aepm  fittest 
and  that  every  member  of  the  said  House  hith  like  freedom 
iiom  all  impeichment  impiiecnment  and  molestation  (other 
than  by  ceu'^ure  of  the  House  itselt)  f  r  or  conceining  any 
ii|  eakinj;  reisoninff  or  dechrin^  ot  d.ny  matter  or  mautcrs 
toTjrhing  the  pailiament  or  pailidment  bxi'incSB,  and  thit,  if 
ny  of  the  s-ud  members  he  complained  of  and  que'stmned  for 
anvthin^  done  01  said  in  p^rlnment  the  same  13  to  be  shewed 
to  the  king  by  the  idMce  ^nd  1  sent  of  all  the  CommDns 
a  aembled  in  Pailnment  befcie  the  1 1'  g  give  or  deni-e  ti  anj 
private  infiimation  BieSicoiiS  I  p  S3 

17.   Tht  King's  Froelamation  on  dissolving  Farliamenl, 

6  Jan.  1632. 
A  Proclamation  for  dissolving  this  present  Parliament. 
Albeit  the  assembling,  continuing  and  dissolving  of  par- 
liament be  a  prerogative  so  peculiarly  belonging  to  our 
im|>erial  crown,  and  the  times  and  seasons  thereof  so  absolutely 
in  our  own  poiver,  that  we  need  not  give  account  thereof  unto 
liny;  yet  according  to  ouv  continual  custom  to  make  our  good 
f-ubjects  acquainted  with  the  reasons  of  all  our  public  resolutions 
nd  w     1  th  ught  it  expedient  at  this  time  to 

I    la      n  t      ly         ^I        re  and  resolution  therein,  gi'ounded 
po     m  d  1 1       t         with  the  advice  and  uniform  con- 

nt     f    u    wh  1     J      y  council,  hut  therewith  also  to  note 
m     p       1  p         d         moving  ns  to  this  resolution  .  .  . 
Th      P    1  t  bj  us  called,  as  for  making  E;ood  snd 

p    fit  bl     1  w  n  specially,  in  this  time  of  niiseraHe 

It      t   u  th        1      t  Ch  istendom,  for  the  better  settling  of 
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peace  and  religion  and  reKtoring  onr  cTiiltlren  to  their  ancient 
and  lawful  patrimony . . .  This  parliament,  beginning  in  January 
last,  proceeded  some  montliswith  such  harmony  between  as  and 
our  people  as  cannot  be  parallelled  by  any  former  time ;  for  as 
the  House  of  Commons  at  the  first,  both  in  the  majiner  of  their 
Bupply  and  otherwise,  shewed  greater  loye  and  more  respect 
than  ever  any  House  of  Commons  did  to  us  or,  as  we  think,  to 
Bny  king  before  us;  so  we  upon  all  their  complaints  have 
afforded  them  such  memorable  and  rare  examples  of  justice '  as 
many  agea  past  cannot  shew  tlie  like  ;  .  . .  and  although,  after 
their  first  recess  at  Easter,  we  found  tiiat  they  mis-spent  a  great 
deal  of  time,  .  ,  .  yet  we  gave  them  time  and  scope  for  their 
parliamentary  proceedings  and  prolonged  the  session  to  an 
unusual  length  . . . 

But  during  the  time  of  this  long  recess'  having  to  our  great 
charges  mediated  with  the  Emperor  by  the  means  of  our 
ambassador,  the  Lord  Digby,  and  having  found  those  hopes  to 
fail  which  we  had  to  prevail  by  treaty,  we  in  confidence  of  the 
assistance  of  our  people,  thus  freely  promised  and  protested  in 
parliament,  did  .  . .  reassemble  our  parliament  the  zoth  day  of 
November  last,  and  made  known  imto  them  the  true  state  and 
necessity  of  our  children's  affairs ;  .  .  .  wherein,  howbeit  we  are 
well  satisfied  of  the  good  inclination  of  most  part  of  our  House 
of  Commons,  testified  by  their  rsiidy  assent  to  the  speedy  pay- 
ment of  a  subsidy  newly  to  be  granted,  yet,  upon  this  occasion, 
some  particular  members  of  that  House  took  such  inordinate 
liberty,  not  only  to  treat  of  our  high  prerogatives  and  of  sundry 
things  that,  without  our  special  direction,  were  no  fit  subjects 
to  be  treated  of  m  pail  aiaent  I  ut  also  to  "jpeak  wilh  less  respect 
of  fore  gn  piince's  oui  allie  than  nas  fit  for  iny  subject  to  do 
of  any  anointed  king  though  in  enmitj  and  hostility  with  us 
And  when  upon  fh  s  occasion  we  used  some  rejiehension 
touching  those  mieeaniages  requiring  them  not  to  proeeed  hut 
in  sich  thugs  as  weie  withm  the  capacity  of  t!  at  House 
accoid  ng  to  the  continual  custom  ot  our  predece?^o  s  then,  hy 
the  means  of  some  evil  affected  and  discontented  pefons  such 
heat  and  distemper  was  1  used  in  the  House  that  albeit  Ihem 
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selyes  iad  suet!  unto  us  for  a  session  and  for  a  general  pardon, 
unto  boti  which  at  their  earnest  suit  we  assented,  yet  after  this 
fire  kindled  they  rejected  both,  and  setting  apart  all  busiQesses 
of  consequence  aud  weight,  notwithstanding  our  admonition  and 
earnest  pressing  them  to  go  forward,  they  either  sat  as  silent 
or  spent  the  time  in  disputing  of  privileges,  descanting  upon 
the  words  and  syllahles  of  our  letters  and  messages ;  . . .  and,  not- 
withstanding the  sincerity  of  our  protestations  not  to  iuvade 
their  privileges,  yet,  by  persuasiou  of  such  as  had  been  the 
cause  of  all  these  distempers,  they  fall  to  carve  for  themselves ; 
aud  pretending,  causelessly,  to  be  occasioned  thereunto,  in  an 
unseasonable  hour  of  the  day  and  a  very  thin  house,  cojtrary 
to  their  own  customs  in  all  matters  of  weight,  conclude  and 
ent«r  a  protestation  for  their  liberties,  in  such  ambiguous  and 
genera!  words  as  might  serve  for  future  times  to  invade  most  of 
our  inseparable  rights  and  prerogative  annexed  to  our  imperial 
crown,  whereof,  not  onjy  in  the  times  of  other  our  progeciitorB 
but  in  the  blessed  reign  of  our  late  predecessor,  that  renowned 
queen  Elizabeth,  we  found  our  crown  actually  possessed ;  an 
usurpation  that  the  majesty  of  a  king  can  hy  no  means  endure. 
By  all  which  may  appear  that,  howsoever  in  the  general  pro- 
ceedings of  that  House  there  are  many  footsteps  of  loving  and 
well-affected  duty  towards  us,  yet  some  ill-f^mpered  spirits 
have  sowed  tares  among  the  corn,  and  thereby  frustrated  the 
hope  of  that  plentiful  and  good  harvest,  which  might  have 
multiplied  the  wealth  and  welfare  of  this  whole  land,  and  by 
their  cunning  diversions  have  imposed  upon  us  a  necessity  of 
discontinuing  this  present  parliament  without  putting  unto  it 
the  name  or  period  of  a  session. 

And  therefore,  whereas  the  said  assembly  of  parliament  was 
by  our  commission  adjourned  till  the  8th  day  of  February  now 
next  ensuing,  we,  minding  not  to  continue  the  same  any  longer, 
. ,  .  have  thought  fit  to  signify  this  our  resolution,  with  the 
reasons  thereof,  unto  all  our  subjects  inhabiting  in  all  parts  of 
this  realm ;  willing  and  requiring  the  said  prelates,  noblemen 
and  states,  and  also  the  said  knights,  citizens  and  burgesses,  and 
all  others  to  whom  in  this  case  it  shall  appertain,  that  they 
forbear  to  attend  at  the  day  aud  place  prefixed  by  tbe  said 
adjournment  . .  . 
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And  albeit  we  are  at  thia  time  enforced  to  break  off  this 
convention  of  parliament,  yet  our  will  and  desire  is  that  all  our 
Biibjeots  should  take  notice,  for  avoiding  of  all  sinister  sus- 
picions and  jealousies,  that  our  intent  and  full  resolution  is  to 
govern  our  people  in  the  same  manner  as  our  progenitors  and 
predecessors,  kings  and  queens  of  this  realm,  of  hest  government, 
have  heretofore  done  ; . .  .  and  that  we  shall  be  as  glad  to  lay 
hold  on  the  first  occasion  in  due  and  convenient  time,  which  we 
hope  shall  not  be  long,  to  call  and  assemble  our  parliament 
with  confidence  of  the  true  and  hearty  love  and  affection  of  our 
subjects,  as  either  we  or  any  of  our  progenitors  have  at  any 
time  heretofore, 

[^Dated  at  Westminster,  Jan.  6.] 

JijmirV  I^dera,  XTII.  p.  344. 


18.  Address  of  both  Bouses  to  the  King,  8  March.  1624'. 
May  it  please  your  most  excellent  Majesty :  "We  are  come 
unto  you,  employed  from  your  most  faithful  subjects  and  servants, 
the  Lords  and  Commons  assembled  in  this  present  parliament. 
And  first,  they  and  we  do  give  most  humble  and  hearty  thanks 
to  Almighty  God,  that,  out  of  his  gracious  goodness,  he  hath 
been  pleased,  now  at  last,  to  dispel  that  cloud  and  mists,  which 
for  so  many  years  hath  dimmed  the  eyes  of  a  great  part  of  Chris- 
tendom in  that  business  whereof  we  do  now  consult.  And 
secondlyjweaclcnowledgeoniselvesmostbound  unto  your  Majesty, 
that  you  have  been  pleased  to  require  the  humble  advice  of  us 
your  obedient  subjects  in  a  case  so  important  as  this,  which 
hitherto  dependeth  between  your  Majesty  and  the  king  of  Spain; 
which  we  jointly  ofier  from  botli  Houses,  no  one  person  therein 
dissenting  or  disagreeing  firom  the  rest.  And  that  is.  That  upon 
mature  consideration,  and  weighing  njany  particulars  of  sundry 
natures,  finding  so  much  want  of  sincerity  in  all  their  proceed- 
ings, we,  super  lotam  materiam,  present  this  our  humble  advice 
unto  your  Majesty;  That  the  treaties,  botli  for  the  marriage 
and  the  Palatinate,  may  not  any  longer  be  continued  with  the 
honour  of  your  Majesty,  the  safety  of  your  people,  the  welfare 
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of  your  cliildren  and  posterity,  as  also  the  assurance  of  your 
anuient  allies  and  confederates.  Lords'  Jouritals,  III.  p.  350. 

19.  Address  of  both  Souses  to  the  King,  zz  March,  1634 '. 

Most  gracious  Sovereign, 

We  your  Majesty's  most  humble  and  loyal  suhjecf  s,  the  Lords 
and  CoTTiraous  ia  this  present  parliament  assembled,  .  .  .  most 
ready  aod  willing  to  give  your  Majesty  and  the  whole  world 
an  ample  testimony  of  our  sincere  and  dutiful  intentions  hcreio, 
have  upon  mature  advice  and  deliberation,  as  well  of  the  weight 

d  'mp    t  fth'grtff'asfthp         t      tate    f 

!       y         kglm(h  1       d      ftyh       fis 

1  d  m    t      pp        tly  tl       t      d     f  y  ur  M  J  st>  It 

Ithdlvinfthtti  w        qt        hi 

dfd,dthtpvi         fthdf  fi  1  d 

d    f  r       d         d    11       b        t  bly  m   J  }  w  th 

b      f  1  t    f  all  th    C  m  d        t  d 

tl        lull       d     h     i  1  t    f        th    L    da  Id 

ah  t      p       y         M  J    tj      p  bl      J    1      t         f    tl        tt 
d      1  t        and  d  sch  f  th    t       t      t         f  th 

d  P  latm  t  p         tfurad         th  Itwds 

tl         pp  rt    f  tb  t  wh   I        I  k  1     t  dm 

p    t      1    ly  f      th        f        p      t    p    p     d  by  y        >I  J    t 
ly  f     tl      1  i  ft}  Im  tb  f  I    1     d 

th    as     t  f  J  ghb  tl       t  t         f  th     U    t  d 

1  d     th        J         M  J    ty     f       d         1     U  d 

i       th         tting  fthfj  al  wwn£,tf 

thpwLttlgrttilhw  gtd 

phmttbl       d  httmthtist        ytb 

t  Id  d  tl        fift      tb    t    b      U  p    d      tl       th 

mp         f         wl   1    3  tt     ;        il  J    ty   1   11  b    pi       d 

tmkt!  ddlf  thmytbpdt 

the  hands  and  expended  by  the  direction  of  such  committees  or 
commissioners,  as  hereafter  shall  be  agreed  upon  in  tins  present 
sesBiou  of  parliament  ■  .  .  Lords'  Journals,  III,  p.  275. 
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20.  Address  of  both  Mouses  to  the  King,  10  April,  1624. 

May  it  pJease  your  most  excellent  Majesty ;  It  having  pleased 
your  Majesty,  upon  our  humble  suit  and  advice,  to  dissolve  both 
the  treaties,  to  our  great  joy  aud  comfort,  we,  your  Majesty's 
most  faithful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Lords  and  Commons 
assembled  in  parliament,  do  in  all  humbleness  offer  unto  youi' 
sacred  Majesty  these  two  petitions  following : 

Fiiat,  That  for  the  more  safety  of  your  reilms  and  better 
keeping  youi  subjects  m  then  due  obedience  and  othei  import- 
ant reasons  of  state,  your  Majtstj  will  be  pldsed,  bj  some 
Bucli  cum-se  as  ^our  Majestj  shill  think  fit,  to  give  pieaeiifc 
Older,  That  all  the  lans  be  put  in  due  exeeutioii,  which  have 
been  made  and  do  stand  in  forte  affainst  JefiUits,  seminary 
priests  and  all  otheia  that  have  taken  orders  by  authoiitv 
derived  ftom  the  see  of  Eome,  and  generally  against  all  Popish 
recusants,  and  as  for  disaiming,  that  it  maybe  accuidmg  to 
the  laws  and  according  to  foimet  acts  and  diiections  of  state 
m  the  like  case  and  yet,  that  it  miy  appear  to  all  the  world, 
the  favour  and  clemency  your  ilajeatj  useth  towaids  all  joui 
subjects  of  what  condition  soever,  and  to  the  intent  the  Je-uiia 
and  priests  now  in  the  realm  may  not  pretend  to  be  suipnsed, 
that  a  speedy  and  certain  day  may  be  prefixed  by  your  Majesty's 
proclamation,  before  which  day  they  shall  depart  out  of  this 
realm  and  all  other  your  Highness's  donuBions ;  and  neither 
they  nor  any  other  to  return  or  eome  hither  again,  upon  peril 
of  the  seveiest  penalties  of  the  laws  now  in  force  against  them  ; 
and  that  all  year  Majesty's  subjects  may  thereby  also  be  ad- 
monished not  to  receive,  entertain,  comfort  or  conceal  any  of 
them,  upon  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  by  the  laws  may 
be  imposed  upon  them. 

Secondly,  Seeing  we  are  thus  happily  delivered  from  that 
danger,  to  which  those  treaties  (now  dissolved)  and  that  use 
which  yonr  ili-affeoted  subjects  made  thereof  would  certainly 
have  drawn  upon  ns,  and  yet  cannot  but  foresee  and  fear  lest 
the  like  may  hereafter  happen,  which  would  inevitably  bring 
Euch  peril  unto  your  Majesty's  kingdoms,  we  are  most  humble 
suitors  to  your  gracious  Majesty  to  secure  the  hearts  of  your 
good  aubjeota  by  the  engagement  of  your  royal  word  unto  them. 
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That,  upon  no  occasioii  of  ninrriage  or  treaty  or  other  request 
in  that  behalf  from  any  foreign  prince  or  state  whatsoever,  you 
will  take  away  or  slacken  the  execution  of  your  laws  against 
Jesuits,  priests  and  popish  recusants.  To  which  our  humhle 
petitions  ...  we  do  moat  hnmbly  beseech  your  Majesty  to 
vouchsafe  a  gracious  answer.  Lords'  Journals,  1I£,  p.  298. 


n.  Peivileges  and  JiTDicAonrRE. 
1.  Peivileoe  of  Fkbedoh  tkom  Aeeest. 

Case  of  Sir  Thomas  Shirley   1604 
(a)  Debates  in  the  Souse  oj  Coiamom,   tta. 

Die  Jovia,  aa**  Martii  i6o3[— 4]  This  being  s.  motion 

t«nding  to  matter  of  privilege '  was  recorded  with  another  by 
Mr  Setjeant  Shirley,  touching  an  arrest  made  (n  the  15th  of 
March  last,  .  .  .  four  days  before  the  sitting  of  the  parliament, 
upon  the  body  of  Sir  Thomas   Shirley    elected    one  of  the 
burgesses  for  the  borough  of  Steyning,  ...  at  the  suit  of  one  ■/ 
Gyles  Sympson,  a  goldsmith,  by  one  William  Watkyns,  a  eer--'    J 
jeant  at   mace,  and  Thomas  Aram,  hia  yeoman;    and   prayed  ''1' 
that  the  body  of  the  said  Sir  Thomas  might  be  freed,  according     ix 
to  the  known  privilege  of  tite  House.  '' 

Hereupon  the  House,  in  affirmation  of  tieir  own  privilege, 
assenti^d  and  ordered,  That  a  warrant  according  to  the  ancient 
form  slionld  be  directed,  under  the  hand  of  Mr  Speaker,  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown,  for  the  granting  of  a  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  to  bring  the  body  of  the  said  Sir  Thomas  into  the 
house  .  . . 

The  form  of  the  warrant  was  : 

Joyis  22°  Martii,  1603. 

It  is  this  day  ordered  and  required  by  tlie  Commons  House 
of  parliament  that  a  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  he  awarded  for  the 
bringing  of  the  body  of  Sir  Thomas  Shirley  knight,  one  of  the 

'  The  reference  is  to  a  motion  in  the  case  of  Goodwin  and  Forteaone. 
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members  of  this  House  and  now  priaoner  in  the  Fleet,  into  tlie 
add  House,  upon  Tuesday  next,  at  eight  a  clock  in  the  morning, 
according  to  the  ancient  privilege  and  custom  in  that  behalf 
Msed.  And  this  shall  be  jour  warrant.  Your  loving  friend, 
Edward  Phelipa,  Speaker. 

Directed,  To  my  very  loving  friend,  Sir  George  Coppyn 
knight,  Clerk  of  tiie  Crown  in  his  Majesty's  High  Court  of 
Chancery, 

Upon  this  warrant  issued  a  writ  tAHaheiza  Corpus  .  . . 

The  Serjeant  of  the  House  was  also  commanded  by  the  House 
to  bring  in  at  the  same  time  the  bodies  of  W.  Watkyns,  the 
Serjeant,  and  T.  Aram,  his  yeoman  .  .  . 

[27  March]  , . .  This  day  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  formerly 
awarded  by  order  of  the  House  for  the  bringing  in  of  the  body 
of  Sir  T.  Shirley  .  ,  .  was  returned  by  the  warden  of  the  Fleet, 
the  prisoner  himself  brought  to  the  bar,  and  Simpson,  the  gold- 
smith, and  Watkycs,  the  Serjeant  at  mace,  as  delinquents, 
brought  in  by  the  serjeant  of  the  House  .  .  .  Mr  Speaker  pro- 
posed divers  questions  to  be  answered  by  the  said  offenders  .  .  . 
The  case  being  understflod  by  the  House  and  the  parties  with- 
drawn, sundry  learned  members  delivered  their  opinion,  both  in 
the  point  of  privilege  and  in  the  point  of  law  . .  .  The  dispute 
ended  for  this  day  with  ...  a  motion  that  a  special  committee 
might  be  named  for  the  consideration  of  all  the  questions  and 
doubts  in  this  case;  and  thereupon  were  named  [a  committee 
of  18]... 

[After  an  adjournment  for  the  Easter  recess.] 

[i  I  April]  ...  Mr  Hitcham  reporteth  the  travel  of  the  com- 
mittees in  Sir  T.  Shirley's  case  .  .  .  TTpon  this  report,  the 
question  was  moved,  , ,  .  Whether  Simpson,  the  serjeant,  and 
his  yeoman  should  be  committed,  via.  to  the  Tower,  the  proper 
prison  of  the  House.  Eesolved,  that  they  should  be  committed 
.  .  ,  According  to  former  order,  a  warrant  for  a  writ  of  Habeas 
Corpus  to  bring  in  the  body  of  Sir  T.  Shirley  issued  .  .  . 
A  warrant  was  also  directed  for  the  bringing  In  of  Simpson  . . . 
and  Watkins,  ...  to  this  effect : 

"Whereas  Gyles  Sympson  and  William  "Watkins  have  com- 
mitted a  manifest  contempt  against  the  privileges  of  this 
parliament  and   now    remain   prisoners    in    the  Fleet,  it    is 
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required  by  tlie  Commons  House  of  Parliament,  that  you 
talie  the  bodies  of  the  eaid  Gylea  and  William  into  your 
custody  and  bring  them  into  tke  said  House  upon  Friday  the 
r3tli  of  this  montli  at  8  a  clock  in  the  morning,  to  answer  to 
such  matters  as  shall  be  ^iected  to  tliem.  And  this  shall  be 
your  warrant. 

Directed,  To  ray  losing  fi  id  Mr  Eoger  Wood  esquire,  .  . , 
eerjeant  of  the  Coinmona  Hon.      of  Pafliament. 

[13  April]  . .  .  Counsel  In  I      T.  Shirley's  case  came  to  the 
bar  .  .  .  Ordered,  upon  this  ai,  iment,  That  Simpson  .  .  .  and     ■ 
Watkins  ...  he  committed  to  tht  prison  of  the  Towerr  Ifwi-'jljl  -*^ 

[8  May]  ...  Sir  T.  Shirley's  case  reraembereiTV  Sir  John 
Shirley,  and  moved  that  a  warrant  might  be  directed  fiom  this 
House  for  committing  the  warden  of  the  Fleet  close  prisoner  in 
the  Tower.  Which  was  ordered  anti  done  in  this  form ;  Wliereas 
the  Serjeant  at  arms,  attendant  upon  the  Commons  House  of 
Parliament,  was  by  order  and  commandment  sent  to  bring  tiie 
body  of  Sir  Thomas  Shii-ley  knight,  one  of  the  members  of  the 
House  and  now  prisoner  in  the  Fleet,  into  the  said  House, 
according  to  their  known  privilege,  and  the  warden  of  the  Fleet 
being  required  by  the  same  order  to  deliver  him  did  deny  to 
do  it,  to  the  manifest  contempt  of  the  said  privilege '  it  is  this 
day  ordered.  That  the  seijeant  shall  uppreheud  the  bf  dy  of  the 
said  warden  and  convey  him  to  the  ]>rison  of  the  Tower  and 
there  delivei  him  to  the  lieutenant  with  dirpction  lu  the  name 
of  the  House  thit  he  he  committed  close  piisoner  until  the 
further  pleasuie  of  the  Hou'e  he  known  And  this  shall  be  to 
the  said  serjcant  and  lieutenant  a  sufficient  waiiint  Edw. 
Phelips,  Speaker 

.  .  .  The  warden  of  the  Tket  wai  brought  to  the  bar  by  the 
Serjeant,  and  heme;  chat  f(ed  w  th  his  obstm  icv  and  contempt  he 
offereth  the  writ  of  Ilaheaa  Cor^ms,  with  the  return,  which  was 
read  as  followeth: 

Jacobus  Dei  gratia  [etc.]  guaidiano  prisonae  nostrae  de  le 
Fleet  salutem.  Fraecipimns  tibi  quod  habeas  coram  nobis,  in 
praesenti  parliamento  nosti-o  apud  Westm,,  in  die  Martis  octavo 
(lie  jnstantis  mensis  Mail,  cirea  horam  octavam  ante  meridiem 
ejusdem  diei,  corpus  Thomae  Shirley  militis,  capti  et  in 
prisoiia  nostra  sub  custodia  tua,  ut  dicitur,  detenti,  quocunque 
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nomine  aut  cognomme  idem  Thomsis  cen'se'\tur,  una  cum  caii=d  n»j<i^*''~ 
captioms    et    detentionia    ej  i=dein   Thomat.     ad   jesponlendum   ,jt-»i*fcJ 
Buper  hii3  quae  Bibi  tunc  ibidem,  objicieiitnr,  et  ad  faciendum    ~C^^t*.  ^•*'^ 
ulteims  et  recipiendum  quod  pei  noa  m  pirliameuto  uostio  '-, 

pi  aedicto  conaideratum  et  ordmatum  fuei  it     Et  hoc  null  \tenu5  ''<-''■'* 
onuttaa    eicut  nobis  inde  respondere  volueris      Et  tabeia  ibi>^  ^i-"-*n.  i>* 
hoc  breve      Teate  meipao,  apud  W  eatm ,  septimo  die  Man,  anno  .^  " 

regni  nostri        secundo  '  ■J    >  "* 

Eesponsum  Johannia  Trench  armigeri,  gardiani :  Ego  Jo- 
hannes Trench  aimiger,  gardiaiius  prisonae  Domini  Itegia  de 
le  Fleet,  Domino  Eegi  in  parliamento  suo  ceilifioo,  quod  istud 
breve  adeo  tarde  mihi  advenit  quod  corpus  infra  nominati 
Thomas  Shirley  ad  diem,  horam  et  iooum  infra  content,  habere 
non  potui,  prout  interius  mihi  praecipitur. 

[The  warden  was  then  examined  at  the  bar  and,  refusing  to 
discharge  Sir  T.  Shirley  at  the  bidding  of  the  House,  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower.  The  Serjeant  was  agaiii  sent  to  the  Fleet 
and  in  vain  demanded  the  release  of  the  prisoner.] 

[11  May]  ...  The  House  finding  him  [the  warden]  still 
perverse,  . ,  .  Mr  Speaker  pronounced  his  judgment  (iia  he  was 
formerly  directed),  that,  as  he  doth  increase  his  contempt,  ao  the 
House  thought  fit  to  increase  his  punishment,  and  that  their 
resolution  was  now,  he  should  be  committed  to  the  priaon  called 
Little  Ease,  in  the  Tower  [which  waa  accordingly  done.] 

[15  May.  The  warden  having  at  length  offered  to  discharge 
his  prisoner,  Sir  T,  Shirley  was  released,  and  being  admitted 
took  the  oaih  and  hia  seat.] 

[19  May]  . . .  The  warden  of  the  Fleet,  attending  at  the  door, 
was  called  in  and,  on  his  knees  at  the  bar,  confeased  his  error 
and  presumption  and  professed  that  he  waa  unfeignedly  sorry 
that  he  had  so  offended  this  honourable  House.  Upon  this  his 
submission,  Mr  Speaker,  by  direction  of  the  House,  pronounced 
his  pardon  and  discharge. 

Commoni  JouTnaU,  L  pp.  149-214. 
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(b)  Shirley's  Act. 

I  Jac  I     Pkivaxb  4cts  Cap  io 

An  Aet  to  secure  the  Ml  of  Si  «; so      ni  ot/frs  ani  ':aie  Jarm 

less  t/e  1  arden  of  the  Fleet  1 1  Sj/  Ikomas  Shirlejs  case 

Huniblj  pray  the  Oommone  of  this  ptesent  parhament  that, 

whereas  Thomis  Shirley  knight    which  came  b>  jour  Hi^h 

iieas'    commanJme  t  to  this  Tour  piesent  piiliament    be  ng 

elected  and  returned  a  buigess  for  the  boiough  of  SteTniu^  in 

your  Highi  e'l    county  of  Sussex    \  is  upon  the  isth  day  of 

March  last  past  anested  bj  the  slienfT  of  London  at  the  suit  of 

'  fliie  Giles  Simpson  first  upon  an  action  of  debt,  and  afterwards 

the  same  day  laid  and  detained  in  execution  upon  a  recogniaauce^. 

l^  '"■         j_f      of  the  nature  of  the  etatule  sta^,  of  £3000,  in  the  prison 


,J^.' 


commonly  called  the  Uomiijer  m  the  Poultry  in  London,  at  the 
suit  of  the  sa  d  Simpson  and  trom  thence  by  Habeas  Corpus 
was  removed  to  your  Majesty  s  prisDn  of  the  Fleet,  .  .  .  contrary 

,   '\j'  I    I     to  the  lib  rties   piivilege  and  freedom  icpustomej  and  due  to 

the  Crmmms  of  your  Highnps";  pailiamei  t  who  haye  ever  used 

'%  to  enjoy  the  fieedom  in  commg  to  and  returning  from  the 

I  ^  parliament  and  sitting  th  re  without  restraint  or  molestation, 

1  i   *■  and  it  conceineth  jour  Commons  greatlj  to  have  this  freedom 

and  prn  ilege  luviolahly  obser\  ed  yet  to  the  end  that  no  person 
be  [rejudiced  or  dimnified  heieby  May  it  please  your  High- 
npss  bj  the  assent  of  the  Lords  spintual  and  temporal  and 
Commons  in  this  piesent  parliament  assembled,  and  by  the 
authotity  of  the  same,  it  maybe  ordained  and  enacted,  That  the 
eaid  sheriff  of  London,  the  now  warden  of  the  Fleet,  and  all 
others  that  have  had  the  said  Thomas  in  custody  since  the  said 
first  arrest . , ,  may  not  nov  shall  in  any  wise  be  hurt,  endamaged 
or  grieved  because  of  dismissing  at  large  the  said  Thomas 
Shirley  :  saying  always  to  the  said  Giles  Simpson  and  other  the 
persons  before  said,  at  whose  suit  the  said  Thomas  is  detained 
in  prison,  their  executions  and  suits  at  all  times  after  the  end 
of  this  present  session  of  parliament  to  be  taken  out  and 
prosecuted  as  if  the  said  Thomas  had  never  been  arrested  or 
taken  in  execution,  and  as  if  such  actions  had  never  beeu 
brought  or  sued  against  him;    saving  also  to  your  Majesty's 
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Said  Commons  called  now  to  this  your  parliament,  and  their 
successors,  their  whole  liberties,  franchiaes  and  privileges  in  all 
ample  form  and  manner,  as  your  Highness'  said  Commons  at 
any  time  before  this  day  have  had,  used  and  enjoyed  and  ought 
to  have,  use  and  enjoy,  this  present  act  and  petition  in  any 
wise  notwithstanding. 

Fi  om  the  original  in  ike  Farliameni  Office. 

2.  EiQHT  OP  Examining  Eetokns.  J\ 

(a)  Bmkittgliamshire  Election,  1604.  r^  ^> 

[House  of  Commons.]     Die  Jovis,  22"  Martii,  i6o3[-4] 

The  first  motion  was  made  hy  Sir  William  Fleetwood,  one  of 
the  knights  returned  for  the  county  of  Bucks,' on  the  behalf  of 
Sir  Francis  Goodwin  knight,  who,  upon  the  first  writ  of 
summons  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  Bucks,  was  elected  the  first 
knight  for  that  shire:  but,  the  return  of  his  elet,tion  being 
made,  it  was  refused  by  the  clerk  of  the  crown,  quia  ■uilagainia  ■ 
and  because  Sir  John  Fortesctie,  upon  a  second  writ,  was 
elected  and  entered  in  that  place,  hia  desire  was  that  this 
return  might  he  examined  and  Sir  Francis  Goodwin  received 
as  a  member  of  the  House.  The  House  gave  way  to  the 
motion ;  and  for  a  more  deliberate  and  judicial  proceeding  in 
a  case  of  privilege  so  impoi-tant  to  the  House,  oidered. 
That  the  seijeant  (the  proper  officer  of  the  House)  should  give 
warning  to  the  clerk  of  the  crown  to  appear  at  the  bar  at 
8  a  clock  the  next  morning,  and  to  bring  with  him  all  the  writs 
of  summons,  indentures,  and  retorns  of  elections  for  the  county 
of  Bucks,  made  and  returned  for  this  parliament ;  and  to  give 
warning  also  to  Sir  Francis  Goodwin  to  attend  in  person  .  . . 

[March  23].  Sir  George  Coppin,  clerk  of  the  crown,  .  ,  . 
appeared  at  the  bar  and  produced  all  the  writs  of  summons, 
[&c.]  which  were  severally  read  by  the  clerk  of  tho  House,  and 
then  the  clerk  of  the  crown  commanded  to  retire  to  the  door; 
and  after.  Sir  F.  Goodwin  himself,  . .  .  attending  to  know  the 
pleasure  of  the  House,  ivas  called  in  to  deliver  the  state  of  his 
own  cause  ore  tenus ;  wherein  he  was  heard  at  litrge  . . . 
After  much  dispute,  the  question  was  agreed  upon  and  made  : 
Q.  Whether  Sir  F.  Goodwin  were  lawfully  elected  and  returned 
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one  of  the  knights  for  Bucks,  and  ought  to  he  admitted  and 
received  as  a  member  of  this  House  1  Upon  this  question,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  That  he  was  laivfully  elected 
and  returned  and  de  jure  ought  to  be  received.  Hereupon 
the  clerk  of  the  crown  was  commanded  to  file  the  first  icdenture 
of  return :  and  order  was  given,  That  Sir  Francis  should 
presently  take  the  oath  of  supremacy  as  usual  and  his  place  in 
the  House  ;  which  he  did  accordingly. 

[March  27] ...  Sir  Edw.  Coke,  his  Majesty's  nttorney-gGneral, 
Mr  Carew,  Mr  Hone,  and  Mr  Tyndall,  delivered  from  the  Lords, 
That  their  Lordships  taking  notice  in  particular  of  the  return 
of  tlie  sheriff  of  Bucks  and  acquainting  his  Majesty  with  it,  his 
Highness  conceived  himself  engaged  and  touched  in  honour  that 
there  might  be  s6me  conference  of  it  hetween  the  two  Houses  ; 
and  to  that  end  signified  his  pleasure  unto  them,  and  by  them 
to  this  House.  Upon  this  message,  so  extraordinary  and  un- 
expected, the  House  .  .  .  resolved,  That  his  Tilajesty  might  ho 
moved  for  access  the  nest  day. 

[March  29]  . .  .  Mr  Speaker  relateth  what  he  had  delivered 
to  the  King  by  warrant  from  the  House,  toaohing  their  proceed- 
ing in  Sir  F.  Goodwin's  case,  and  his  Majesty's  answer ;  .  .  . 
That  for  his  part  he  was  indifferent  which  of  them  was  chosen. 
Sir  John  or  Sir  Francis :  that  they  could  suspect  no  special 
affection  in  him,  because  this  was  a  counsellor  not  brought  in  by 
himself.  That  he  had  no  purpose  to  impeach  their  privilege, 
^       ^'"  ^^hut  since  lli£.y^  derived  all  matters  of  priviiege  from  him  and  hy 

^     _  his  grant,  he  expected  tEey  sJiouJd  not  be  tnrned  against  him. 

'-•'        3  That  there  was  no  precedent  did  suit  this  case  fully  ...  By  the 

\.v  law  this  House  ought  not  to  meddle  with  returns,  heiag  all 

^  made  into  the  chancery,  and  are  to  be  corrected  or  refomied  by 

that  court  only  Into  which  they  are  returned.  35  H.  6,  it  was 
the  resolution  of  all  the  judges,  that  matter  of  outlawry  was 
a  sufficient  cause  of  dismission  of  any  memher  out  of  the  House. 
That  the  Judges  have  now  resolved,  that  Sir  F.  Goodwin 
fitandeth  outlawed  according  to  the  laws  of  this  land.  In 
conclusion,  it  was  his  Majesty's  special  charge  unto  us.  That, 
first,  the  course  already  taken  should  be  truly  reported : 
secondly,  that  we  should  debate  the  matter  and  resolve 
amongst  ourselves;  thirdly,  that  we  should  admit  of  conference 
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with  tile  Judges;  fourthly,  that  we  should  make  ippfit  of  all 
the  proceedings  unto  the  council  .  .  . 
'L'-^avch  30]  ,  ■  .  Moved  and  urged  by  a  member,  touching  the 
difference  now  oa  foot  between  the  King  and  the  House,  that 
there  is  just  f&ir  of  somB  great  abuse  in  Ae  Lite  election  :  that 
in  his  conEcience  the  King  hath  been  much  miEinlorraed,  and 
that  he  had  too  many  miainformers,  which  he  prajed  God  might 
be  removed  or  lessened  in  their  number  :  that  now  the  case  of  Sir 
John  Fortesciie  and  Sir  Francis  Goodwin  was  become  the  case 
of  the  whole  kingdom :  that  old  lawyers  forget,  and  commonly 
interpret  the  law  according  to  the  time ;  that  by  this  course 
the  free  election  of  the  country  is  taken  away,  and  lione  shall 
be  chosen  but  such  as  shall  please  the  King  and  Council.  Let 
us  therefore,  with  fortitude,  understanding  and  sincerity,  seek 
to  maintain  our  privilege  .  .  . 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  this  debate  . ,  . ,  the  House  proceeded 
to  i^uestioii;  and  the  first  was,  i,  Q.  Wliether  the  House  was 
resolved  in  the  matter  J  And  the  question  was  answered  by 
general  voice.  That  the  ■whole  House  was  resolved.  2.  Q. 
"Whether  tlie  reasons  of  their  proceeding  shall  be  set  down  in 
writing  1  Eesolved,  That  they  shall  be  set  down  in  writing; 
and  ordered  further  that  a  committee  should  be  named  for  that 
purpose  .  .  . 

[April  3.]  The  reasons  of  the  proceeding  of  the  House  in 
Sir  Francis  Goodwin's  case,  penned  by  the  committee,  were, 
according  to  foimer  order,  brought  in  by  Mr  Francis  Moore, 
and  read  by  tlie  clerk,  directed  in  form  of  a  petition  : 

To  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty  ;  the  humble  answer  of 
the  Commons  House  of  Parliament  to  his  Majesty's  objections 
in  Sir  Francis  Goodwin's  case. 
\,^ — Most  gracious,  our  dear  and  dread  Sovereign,  relation  beiag 
made  to  us  by  our  Speaker  of  your  Majesty's  royal  clemency 
and  patience  ia  heating  us  and  of  your  piincely  prudence  in 
discerning,  ...  we  do  ia  all  humbleness  render  our  most 
boundea  thanks  for  the  same :  protesting,  by  the  bond  of  our 
allegiance,  that  we  never  had  thought  to  offend  your  Majesty; 
at  whose  feet  we  shall  ever  lie  prostrate,  with  loyal  hearts,  to 
sacrifice  ourselves  and  all  we  have  for  your  Majesty's  service  : 
and  in  this  pai-ticular,  we  could  find  no  quiet  in  our  minds,  that 
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would    suffer    as    to    entertain    other  thoughts,   TintJl   we   had 
addressed  our  answer  to  jour  most  exceiJeiit  Majesty  .  . . 

There  were  objected  against  ua  hy  your  Majesty  and  your 
reverend  judges  four  things,  to  impeach  our  proceedings  in 
receiving  Francis  Goodwin  kuigbt  into  our  House. 

Objeetio  i""*.    The  first,  That  we  assumed  to  oureelves  power 

of  examining  of  the  elections  and  returns   of  knights  and 

burgesses,    which  belonged  to  your  Majesty's   Chancery,  and 

\  not  to  u"*  ■  for  that  <dl  returns  of  writs  were  examiuibJe  in  the 

^  courtfl  wherein  they  are  leturnable     and  the  pailiiment  ■writs 

Aj  *■       being  returnable  into  the  chancery  the  leturns  oi  ihem  must 

t^  ■'"  need?  be  there  examined  and  not  with  us 

Our  humik  s  swer  vt  That  until  the  seventh  >ear  of  King 
Henry  IV  ill  parliament  wnta  were  returnable  into  the 
jailiament  (as  appeareth  b\  n  any  precedents  of  lecord  reidy 
to  he  shewed)  and  cMisequently  the  returns  there  examinable 
m  whi(h  year  a  statute '^  wis  made  Tlat  thenceforth  every 
pailidment  writ  contdin  ng  the  day  nnd  pKce  where  the  Parlia 
n  ent  shall  be  hoUen  should  have  this  cKuse  viz  Et  eleo 
tunem  tuam  m  jleno  comitatu  lactam  distincte  et  aperte 
sub  BigiUo  tuo  et  si„illia  eorum  qui  electioni  illi  mterfueiint 
nobis  m  cincellaiiaia  nostiam  ad  diem  et  locum  m  bievi 
contentos  eertifices  indilate  — Bythis  although  the  form  (f  the 
writ  be  somewhat  alteied  yet  the  power  of  the  pailiiment  to 
examine  and  deteimine  of  elections  remameth  tot  =u  tte 
statute  hath  leen  ainays  espoundtd  e^er  since  by  u  e  to  this 
diy  and  lor  that  purp  se  b  th  the  cleik  of  the  crown  bath 
ilnajs  used  a!!  the  j  ailidment  time  [to  attend]  ujcn  the 
f  ommons  House  with  the  wiits  and  letums  and  al=o  the 
Commons  m  the  be  ini  mj,  of  eveiy  parliament  haTiO  ever  used 
to  api  oint  speuul  committees  ill  the  parliament  time  foi 
eximmiBg  eontroverHies  concerning  elections  ind  returns  of 
km^hts  and  buigeases  for  thit  it  is  fit  that  the  returns 

should  be  in  that  pHce  eximined    wheie  the  appearance  and 
seivice  of  the  writ  is  appointed 

Ohjertw  ■"'     That   we  dealt  m  tl  e  ciuse  with   too  much 

precipitatiMi  nut  seemly  foi  a  counc  1  of  gravity  and  without 

lespect  to  your  most  esoellent  AlH|e  fy  our  bovtreign,  wko  had 

'  7  Hen.  1\    15 
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directed  the  writ  to  be  made ;  and,  "being  but  half  a  body  and 
iio  court  of  record^one,  refused  conference  with  the  Lords,  the 
other  haff,  notwithstanding  they  prayed  it  of  us. 

Our  humble  answer  is,  to  the  precipitati  n  That  we  enteied 
into  this  cause  as  in  other  parliaments  of  like  ca«es  hath  been 
accustomed,  calling  to  ws  the  clcik  of  the  cionn  and  viewing 
both  the  writs  and  both   the  returns  concerni  g  our 

refusing  conference  with  the  Lords,  there  was  none  de'ared  until 
after  our  sentence  passed ;  and  then  we  thouglit  that  m 
a  matter  private  to  our  own  House,  which,  by  rules  of  order, 
might  not  be  by  us  revoked,  we  might,  without  any  imputa- 
tion, refuse  to  confer,  .  . .  not  doubting,  though  we  were  hut 
part  of  a  body  as  to  make  new  laws,  jet  for  any  matter  of 
privileges  of  our  House  we  are  and  ever  have  been  a  court  of 
ourselves,  of  sufficient  power  to  discern  and  determine  without 
their  Lordships,  as  their  Lordships  have  used  always  to  do  for 
theirs  without  us, 

Objeclio  3*.  That  we  have,  by  our  sentence  of  receiving 
Goodwin,  admitted  that  outlaws  may  he  makers  of  laws ;  which 
is  contrary  to  all  laws. 

Our  humble  answer  is,  That  notwithstanding  the  precedenta 
which  we  truly  delivered,  of  admitting  and  retaining  outlaws 
in  pereopal  actions  in  the  Commons  House,  and  none  remitted 
for  that  cause;  yet  we  received  so  great  satisfaction,  delivered 
from  your  royai  Majesty's  own  mouth,  with  such  escellent 
strength  and  light  of  reason,  more  than  before  in  that  point 
we  heard  or  did  conceive,  as  we  forthwith  prepared  an  act  to 
pass  our  House,  That  all  outlaws  henceforth  shall  stand 
disabled  to  serve  in  parliament ;  but  as  concerning  Goodwin's 
particular,  it  could  not  appear  unto  ns,  having  thoroughly 
examined  all  parts  of  the  proceedings  against  him,  that  he  stood 
an  outlaw  by  the  laws  of  England  at  the  time  of  the  elec- 
tion — 

Ohjectio  4',  That  we  proceeded  to  examine  the  truth  of  the 
fact  of  outlawry,  and  gave  our  sentence  upon  that ;  whereas  we 
ought  to  have  been  bound  by  the  sheriff's  return  of  the  outlawry 
from   further  examining,   whether   the  party  were'  outlawed 

Our  humble  answer  is.  That  the  precedents  cited  before,  in 
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our  answer  to  the  first  olgection,  do  prove  the  use  of  the 
Ccmmoua  House  to  exnmine  veritniem,  facti  in  eleetioiis  ami 
returns,  and  have  not  been  tied  peremptorily  to  allow  the 
return  . .  . 

[April  5].  Mr  Speaker,  by  a  private  commandment,  aUended 
the  King  this  morning  at  8  a  deck  and  there  stayed  till  10  . .. 
Mr  Speaker  bringeth  message  from  his  Majesty  to  this  effect : . . . 
His  Majesty  protested  ...  he  had  as  great  a  desire  to  maintain 
their  privileges  as  ever  any  prince  liad,  or  as  they  tliemselves. 
He  had  seen  and  considered  of  the  manner  and  the  matter :  he 
had  heaid  his  judges  and  his  council;  and  tliat  he  was  now 
distracted  in  judgment.  Therefore,  for  his  further  satisfaction, 
he  desired  and  commanded,  as  an  absolute  king,  that  there 
might  be  a  conference  between  the  House  and  the  Judges;  and 
that  for  that  purpose  there  might  be  a  select  committee  of 
grave  and  learned  persons  out  of  the  House :  that  his  council 
might  Iw  present,  not  as  umpires  to  determine,  but  to  report 
indifi'erently  on  both  sides. 

Upon  tliia  unexpected  message  there  grew  some  amazement 
and  silence.  But  at  last  one  stood  up  and  said.  The  prince's 
command  is  like  a  tlinnder-bolt ;  his  command  upon  our  alle- 
giance like  the  roarin"-  of  a  lion  To  hi^  command  there  h  no 
contradicti  Itlw  wltm  lldw 
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[April         ]      Up  n      Ij 
rcporteth -wh  t  h   ip       d  f  th    p  fl 

Majesty  and  1      Tl     K  d         tl   t  pig 

were  not  i     q      t  th  t    t  was  p       *    J    1       es    vi  h    t 

any  kernel  or  substance.  He  granted  it  was  a  court  of  record 
and  a  judge  of  returns.  He  moved,  That  neither  Sir  J.  Fortescue 
nor  Sir  F.  Goodwin  might  have  place.  Sir  John  losing  place, 
his  Majesty  did  meet  us  lialf-way  .  .  . 

Upoa    ihis  report  ,  .  .  the  question  was  presently  made ; 
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Q.  Whether  Sir  J.  Fortescue  and  Sir  F.  Goodwin  shall  both  be 
secluded,  and  a  warrant  for  a  new  writ  directed!  And  upon  the  J 

question,  resolved,  That  a  writ  should  issue  for  a  new  choice;  / 

and  a  warrant  directed  accordingly.  J 

[April  13]  .  .  .  Tlie  warrant  for  a  new  election  of  a  kniglitjJn 
for  Bucks  reid  and  allowed  in  this  form  :  * 

IM  the  R    ht  Hon.  Sir  John  Fortescue  tnight,  Clian- 

11  f  h  Alaj  tv's  Dachy  of  Lancaster,  and  Sir  Francis 
C  Iw  n  kc  gl  t  1  ve  been  severally  elected  and  returned 
kn  ht  f  tl  1  for  the  county  of  Bucks,  to  serve  in  this 
p  t  p  1  n  t  upon  deliberate  consultation,  and  for  some 
[  al  a  m  ^  tbe  Commons  House  of  Parliament,  it  ia 
this  day  ordered  and  required  by  the  said  House,  That  a  wiit  be 
forthwith,  awarded  for  a  new  election  of  another  knight  for  the 
said  shire  ;  and  this  shall  be  your  warrant.  Diiected,  To  my 
very  loving  friend.  Sir  George  Coppin  knight,  clerk,  of  .the 
crown  in  his  Majesty's  high  court  of  Chanceiy.      i*^  "  ^^ 

Cammons'  Jouraals,  I.  pp.  149-171, 

(b)  Elections  fin"  Cardigan  and  Shrewsbury,  1604. 

Me  Veneris,  viz.  13°  die  Aprilis,  1604,  . ,  Mr  Serjeant  Snig 
maketh  report  of  a  case  referred  to  the  Committee  for  Eeturna 
and  Privileges,  viz.  touching  a  difference  in  the  election  of 
a  burgess  for  the  town  of  Cardigan  in  Wales,  and  first  rpciteth 
the  effect  of  the  statutes  directing  the  form  of  choosing  a  burgess 
for  Parliament  in  every  shire  in  Wales.  [Portions  of  statutes 
23  Hen.  VI.  18,  and  35  Hen.  VIII.  26  are  recited.] 

The  Case.  Sir  Kichard  Price  knight,  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Cardigan,  .  .  .  after  the  receipt  of  the  King's  writ  for  the 
choice  of  a  knight  for  the  shire  and  burgess  for  the  town  of 
Cardigan,  made  forth  his  precept  to  the  mayor  of  Cardigan,  being 
mayor  of  the  shire  town,  who  according  to  these  statutes  made 
proclamation. 

The  sheriff  of  the  shire,  minding  to  make  choice  of  a  friend 
of  his,  notwithstanding  this  Jiis  precept,  proceeds  to  the  election 
of  another  in  Aberystwith,  one  of  the  contributory  towns,  and 
receives  the  return  of  the  indentures  made  between  him  and 
the  mayor  of  Aberystwith  and  others  having  voices  in  tlie  said 
election,  this  being  in  the  sheriff's  county  then  held  in  Aberyst- 
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with,  by  which  indentures  Eicard  Delabere  esquire  is  returned 
burgess  elpcted  for  Cardigan. 

The  mayor  of  Cardigan,  being  mayor  of  the  shire  town, 
returns  his  election,  lawfully  made  according  to  the  said  statutes, 
by  indenture,  wherein  William  Bradehawe  esquire,  resilient 
witliin  the  town  of  Cardigan,  is  elected.  The  sheriff  returns 
both  the  indentures. 

This  being  the  truth  of  the  case  and  debated  by  the  Com- 
mittees, the  reporter  said  they  were  clearly  of  opinion  that 
Mr  Bradsbawe  was  lawfully  elected,  returned,  and  ought  to  he 
sworn,  and  the  sheriff  to  be  censured,  according  to  the  course  of 
the  House  in  such  cases  of  offence  of  sheriffe. 

"Whereupon  Mr  Speaker  requiring  the  opinion  of  the  House, 
tbey  assented,  and  Mr  Eradshawe  was  sworn  and  admitted. 
And  besides  it  was  ordered,  That  Mr  Speaker  should  direct  his 
warrant  to  the  Serjeant  of  the  House  for  attaching  the  body  of 
the  said  sheriff,  as  in  like  cases  is  usual :  which  was  accordingly 
doue  . . . 

The  manner  of  the  election  and  return  of  the  burgesses  for 
the  town  of  Shrewsbury  falling  into  question  between  Mr 
Serjeant  Harris  the  younger  and  Mr  Earkei',  the  case  waa 
opened  to  the  House  by  Mr  Tate  and  argued  pro  et  contra  by 
sundry  members  of  the  House.  The  case  being  this,  That  upon 
the  first  writ  of  election  choice  was  made  of  Mr  Barker,  and  an 
indenture  returned  and  delivered  by  Mr  Barker  himtelf  to  the 
clerk  of  the  crown;  the  sheriff  afternarda  procureth  Mr 
Serjeant  Harris  to  be  chosen,  and  retumeth  and  justifietb 
another  indenture  made  between  the  electors  and  himself  which 
is  not  according  to  the  statute  of  election  of  23  Eliz.^  So  as 
hereupon,  after  great  dispute,  sundry  questions  were  agreed  on 
and  made : 

1.  Whether  the  first  indenture  between  the  sheriff  [sic]  and 
bailiffs,  and  a.  Whether  the  indenture  between  the  sheriff  and 
the  electors  shall  be  accepted  by  the  House ) 

And  resolved,  upon  these  questions,  that  neither  ought  to  be 

accepted,  and  so  both  the  returns  damned.     A  third  question 

was  made  :  3.  Whether  a  warrant  shall  issue  for  a  new  writ  ? 

4.  Whether  the  sheriff  shall  be  sent  for  by  warrant  directed  to 

'  It  doea  not  sppear  what  statute  ia  referred  to. 
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the  Serjeant  of  the  House )      And  both  questions  resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

The  warrant  for  a  new  writ  was  in  this  form  : 
"Whereas  two  several  indentures  have  been  lately  made  con- 
cerning the  election  of  burgessea  for  the  town  of  Shrewsbury, 
one  between  the  bailiffs  and  burgesses  of  the  said  town,  and 
the  other  between  the  sheriff  of  the  county  and  sundry  t!ie 
burgesses  of  the  said  town ;  the  first  whereof,  heiog  cot  re- 
turned by  the  sheriff  but  disavowed  by  his  deputy,  the  other 
returned  by  him,  are  both  by  the  Conimons  House  of  Parliament 
conceived  and  adjudged  to  he  insufficient :  It  is  therefore 
required  on  behalf  of  tbe  said  House  that  a  new  writ  he  forth- 
with awarded  for  a  new  election  of  burgesses  to  be  made  for 
the  said  town.     And  this  Ehall  be  your  warrant. 

Edward  Phelips,  Speaker. 
Directed : 
To  my  very  loving  friend  Sir  Geo.  Coppin  knight,  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  in  Chancery.  Commom  Joaritals,  I.  pp.  170-171. 

(c)  Eleation  fw  Cambridge,  1621. 

[22  March,  1620]  . .  .  Sir  Ro.  Phillippes :  That  the  mayor  of 
Cambridge,  Mr  Foxton,  hath  returned  himself.  Upon  question, 
Mr  Foxton,  being  mayor  at  the  time  of  his  election,  to  be 
remoTed,  and  a  new  writ :  [resolved]  without  one  negative. 

Coiaiaotts'  JoumaJs,  I.  p.  569. 

3.   KlOHT  OF   ExPTTI^SIOS. 

[House  of  Commons,  21  March,  1G21]  ...  Sir  Edw.  Coke, 
from  the  Committee  for  grievances.  The  patent  for  dispensing 
■with  pedlars  [&c.]  ruled  ...  to  be  a  patent  of  grievance  .  .  . 
The  last,  for  wills  engrossing,  the  worst  of  all . .  .  The  subject 
hath  liberty  by  the  law  to  engross  his  own  will .  .  .  Now  every 
one  of  these  must  come  to  Sir  R.  Floyde  :  he  [hatbj  the  sole  en- 
grossing of  all  wills  and  inventories. 

[After  debate]  Upon  question,  Sir  R,  Floyde  to  be  removed 
out  of  the  House,  for  being  a  projector  and  maintainer  of  this 
patent  ...  Sir  R.  Floyde  called  to  the  bar. .  .  .  Jlr  Speaker 
pronounceth  this  sentence :    That  he  is  to  be  no  longer  any 
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member  of  this  House,  but  to  be  removed;  and  that  his  patent 
a  giievacce  in  the  original  Cmimons  Jonraals,  I.  pp.  iG^-j. 

4.  JtjDICatuke  of  Parliament. 
(a)  Iinpeachment  of  Lord  Bacon,  1631. 

[House  of  Commons]  Jovia,  15°  Martii,  18°  Jacohi  ...  Sir 
Eo,  Phillippes  reporteth  from  the  Committee  for  Courts  of 
Justice  three  parts :  person  against  wbom,  the  matter,  and 
opinion  of  the  Comraittee,  with  desire  of  further  direction. 
The  person,  the  Lord  Chancellor  .  , .  The  matter,  corruption ; 
the  parties  accusing,  Aubrey  and  Egerton. 

[17  Maich]  ,  . .  [After  further  report  from  the  Committee 
a  debate  took  place,  in  which]  Sir  Edw.  Coke  moveth,  .  . . 
thnt  the  witnesses  that  can  testify  this,  not  of  the  House,  may 
te  t  fj  th  t  the  L  d  when  cause.  That  we  must  go  to  the 
Lu  ds  a  CO  d  t  jre  edenta  .  .  .  Upon  question,  resolved, 
Th  t  the  mpla  nt  f  Aubrey  and  Egei'ton  against  the  Lord 
Chan  11  an  1  tie  B  h  p  [of  Llandaff]  for  corruption,  for  the 
lool  a  d  40  {  and  tfe  ognisance,  shall  he  presented  to  the 
Lo  1  !    m  th  a  H  u  thout  prejudice  or  opinion. 

[19  March]  .  ,  ,  Mr  Secretary,  from  the  King  .  .  .  That  the 
King  taking  notice  of  the  accuaafiona  against  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor .  .  .  will,  if  shall  be  thought  fit  here,  grant  out  a  commis- 
eion  ...  to  examine  all  upon  oath,  all  that  can  speak  in  this 
business.  The  commissioners,  six  of  the  Upper  House  to  be 
chosen  by  them,  and  twelve  here  to  he  chosen. 

Sir  Edw.  Coke.  That  this  gracious  message  taketh  not  away 
our  parliamentary  proceeding.  To  go  on  with  our  message : 
then  to  deliberate  upon  this.  ,  .  . 

Sir  Edw.  Sackville.     To  have  no  divorce  between  the  Lords 

[Ti  nk  la  ng  b  n  oted  to  the  King  for  hia  message] 
M  S  ta  J  f  m  th  King,  That  he  acquainted  the  King 
w  th  th  th  k  f  tl  H  use  .  . ,  and  that  the  House  desireth 
he  will  b  pi  d  t  ni  a  message  to  the  Lords  about  the 
comm  nd  their  answer,  tliat   so  they  and  this 

House  may  proceed  with  an  uuanimous  assent,  as  hitherto  they 
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Sir  Ito.  Phillippes;  That  he  ocqusiiafced  the  Lords,  that 
where  this  House  had  made  inquisitions  into  the  courls  of 
justice  within  this  kingdom,  they  had  met  with  some  complaints 
against  Eonie  Lords  of  that  House,  and  that  therefore  they 
desired  a  conference  with  the  Lords  .  .  ,  Answer,  That  the 
Lords  would  afford  a  conference  with  the  whole  House  in  the 
Painted  Chamh     tl      aft    noon. 

[House  of  L  d  M  h  20]  The  Lord  Treasurer  reported 
the  conference  e  t  da  w  th  the  Commons  .  .  .  He  showed 
1  th  t  tl  C  m  d  jiurpose  that,  if  any  more  of  this 
t  d  h  PI  t  be  p]  d  of  before  them,  they  will  present 
th  m  t  J  L  dsh  1  wherein  they  shall  ioUow  tbe 
1  h  w  that  great  personages  have  been 
p  1  ment.  They  humbly  desire  that, 
n  person  of  so  great  eminency,  it 
J  UT  Lordships;  that  the  esamina- 
j.  d  ted ;  and,  if  he  be  found  guilty, 
tl  t  b  I  h  d  it  lot  guilty,  the  accusers  to  be 
punished  ,  ■  . 

After  much  debate  thereof ...  it  was  agreed.  That  a  message 
should  be  sent  to  the  Lower  House  ...  To  declare  unto  the 
knights,  citizens  and  burgesses  of  the  House  of  Commons  that 
the  Lords  have,  according  to  the  conference  yesterday,  taken 
consideration  of  the  complaints  by  thera  made  against  the  Lord 
Chancellor  and  against  the  Bishop  of  Llandaff .  . . 

[March  zi]  .  .  .  For  that  divers  were  sworn  and  many  were 
offered  to  be  sworn,  in  dicta  cama  Domini  Cancellarii,  it  was 
ordered  three  committees  to  be  appointed,  \a  talie  some  of  the 
esamiiiations  to  expedite  the  cause. 

[The  House  of  Lords  having  been  occupied  for  many  days  in 
taking  evidence,  Lord  Bacon's  confession  was  read  before  the 
House  on  April  30.] 

[May  2]  .  .  .  Agreed  to  proceed  to  sentence  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor to-morrow  morning, 

[May  3.  The  Chancellor  being  too  ill  to  appear  when  sum- 
moned,] the  Lords  resolved  to  proceed  against  the  Lord 
Chancellor,  and  the  King's  attorney  having  read  the  charge 
and  confession,  it  was  put  to  the  question,  whether  the  Lord 
Chancellor  were  guilly  of  the  matters  wherewith  he  was  charged. 
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or  no?  Agreed  by  all,  nemine  dtssmtiente,  That  he  was 
tbereof  guilty  . . . 

The  Lords,  having  agreed  upon  the  sentence  to  he  given 
against  the  Lord  Chancellor,  did  send  a  message  to  the  House 
of  Commons  .  .  .  That  the  Lords  are  ready  to  give  judgment 
against  the  Lord  Viscount  St  Alban,  Lord  Chancellor,  if  they 
with  their  Speaker  will  come  to  demand  it. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Loi-ds  put  on  their  rohes,  and,  answer 
beiiig  returned  of  this  meesage  and  the  Commons  come,  the 
Spealier  came  to  the  bar  and,  making  three  low  obeisances, 
said: 

The  knights,  citizens,  dud  burgesses  of  the  Commons  House 
of  Parliament  have  made  coiuplaint  unto  your  Lordships  of 
many  exorbitant  ofEencea  of  bribery  and  corruption  committed 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor.  We  understand  that  your  Lordships 
are  ready  to  give  judgment  upon  him  for  the  same.  Wlierefore, 
I,  their  Speaker,  in  their  name,  do  humbly  demand  and  pray 
jadgment  against  him,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  as  the  nature  of 
his  offence  and  demerits  do  require. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice  answered,  Mr  Speaker ;  Upon  the 
complaint  of  the  Commons  against  the  Lord  Viscount  St  Alban, 
Lord  Chancellor,  this  high  court  hath  thereby  and  by  his  own 
confession  found  him  guilty  of  the  crimes  and  corruptions  com- 
plained of  hy  the  Commons  and  of  sundry  other  crimes  and 
conniptions  of  like  nature.  And  therefore  this  high  court, 
having  first  summoned  him  to  attend  and  having  received  his 
excuse  of  Eot  attendiDg,  by  reason  of  infirmity  and  sickness 
(which  he  protested  was  not  feigned,  or  else  he  would  most 
willingly  have  attended),  doth  nevertheless  think  fit  to  proceed 
to  jadgment.  And  therefore  this  high  court  doth  adjudge, 
I.  That  the  Lord  Viscount  St  Alban,  Loi-d  Chancellor  of 
England,  shall  undergo  fine  and  ransom  of  ^40,000.  2.  That 
he  shall  be  imprisoned  in  the  Tower  during  the  King's 
pleasure.  3.  That  he  shall  for  ever  be  incapable  of  any  office, 
place  or  employment  in  the  state  or  commonwealth.  4.  That 
he  shall  never  sit  in  ParUament,  nor  come  wifhia  the  verge  of 
the  court.     Tills  is  the  judgment  and  resolution  of  this  high 

Loi-di  Jourmli,  III.  pp.  53-106;  Commons'  Joumah,  1.  pp.  554-063. 
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(b)  Floydea  ease,  1621. 

[House  of  Commons,  April  28]  .  ,  .  The  business  concerning 
the  Fleet  to  be  heard  upon  Monday  next.  . .  .  Floyde  to  be  here. 

[May  i]  Floyde  called  in  to  the  bar,  and  kneeling,  Mr 
Speaker  pronounced  hie  judgment.  .  .  . 

[May  4]  ,  .  ,  Be  it  remembered,  that  upon  Tuesday,  the  first 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  the  reign  of  our  Eovereign  Lord 
James  .  .  .  the  igtli,  Edward  Floyde,  late  of  Clannemayne 
within  the  county  of  Salop,  esquire,  was  impeached  before  the 
Commons  assembled  in  this  Parliament,  for  that  the  said 
Edward  since  the  summons  of  this  Parliament,  in  the  prison 
of  the  Fleet,  having  communication  concerning  the  moat 
illustrious  princess  the  lady  Elizabeth  .  .  .  and  the  most  excellent 
prince  her  husband,  did  use  and  utter,  openly  and  puhiicly, 
false,  malicious  and  despiteful  speeches  of  the  said  two  princes ; 
Baying  in  this  manner,  '  I  have  heard,  that  Prague  is  taken ; 
and  Goodman  Palsgrave  Mid  Goodwife  Palsgrave  have  taken 
their  heels,  and  run  away;  and,  as  I  have  heard,  Goodwife 
Palsgrave  is  taken  piisoner ' ;  .  . .  and  that  at  other  times  he 
did,  in  like  despiteful  and  reproachful  manner,  use  other 
malicious  and  opprobrious  words  of  them.  Whereupon  the  said 
Commons,  of  their  love  and  zeal  to  our  said  sovereign  Lord,  and 
not  minding  to  let  pass  unpunished  those  things  that  tended  to 
the  disgrace  of  his  Majesty's  issue,  a  part  of  himself,  who  is 
head  of  the  Parliament,  did  call  before  them  tlie  said  Edw. 
Floyde  and  thereof  did  question  him ;  and  thereupon  so  far 
proceeded,  that  after,  upon  the  same  day,  for  that  the  said 
matters  whereof  the  said  Edward  was  impeached  were  true 
and  notorious,  therefore  tie  said  Commons,  in  the  Commons 
House  assembled  in  parliament,  did  adjudge  and  award  that 
the  said  Edward  should  .  .  .  the  next  morning  be  brought  to 
Westminster,  into  the  great  yard  before  the  door  of  the  great 
liftll  of  pleas,  anJ  be  there  set  and  stand  upon  the  pillory 
from  9  until  1 1  of  the  clock  in  the  forenoon,  with  a  paper  upon 
his  hat,  with  this  inscription,  in  capital  letters,  of  these  words  ; 
'  For  false,  malicious  and  despiteful  speeches  against  the  King's 
daughter  and  ter  husband ' ;  .  . .  and  that  there  is  set  and 
assessed  upon  him  a  flue  of  iiooo. 
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[House  of  Loids  M'ky  5]  Tlje  House  being  moved  to  talte 
consideration  of  an  act  lately  done  bj  the  Commons,  in  con- 
venting  before  them  the  person  of  one  Edward  Floud,  in 
examining  of  witne'sci  and  giving  judgment  upon  bim,  and 
entering  tbjs  as  \n  act  with  tbim,  fbe  which  doth  trench  deep 
into  the  privilec;e  of  this  House,  for  that  all  judgments  do 
properly  ind  only  lelonj^  unto  thi'i  House ;  the  Lords  resolved 
not  to  suffer  anything  to  pass  whith  might  prejudice  their  right 
in  this  point  of  judicature,  and  yet  so  to  proceed  as  the  love  and 
good  correspondeacy  between  both  Houses  might  be  continued. 
Whereupon  .  .  .  they  sent  this  message  in  writing  unto  the  Com- 
mons :  ' .  ,  .  Tbeii-  Lordships,  having  beard  of  a  censure  lately 
passed  in  that  House  against  one  Edward  Floud,  are  desirous  of 
conference  for  the  accommodating  that  business  in  such  sort  as 
maybe  without  any  prejudice  to  the  privilege  of  eitbei-  House  . . .' 

[The  Commons  assenting,  the  conference  was  held  the  same 

a.,-.] 

[Itay  7]  .  .  .  The  Lords  having  considered  of  the  precedenls 
alleged  by  the  Commons  at  the  last  conference  5°  Maii,  they 
found  that  they  tended  to  prove,  i.  That  the  House  of  Commons 
is  a  Court  of  Eecord.  2.  That  they  have  ministered  an  oath  in 
matters  concerning  themselves.  3.  That  they  have  inflicted 
punishments  on  delinquents,  where  the  cause  hath  concerned 
a  member  of  their  House  or  the  piivilegea  thereof.  And  their 
Lordships  having  determined  that  the  question  at  this  time  is 
notj  whether  that  House  be  a  Court  of  Eecord  [&c.],  .  .  .  but 
the  question  is,  whether  that  House  may  proceed  to  sentence 
any  man  who  is  not  a  member  of  that  House,  and  for  a  matter 
wliicb  concerns  not  that  House  :  for  which  the  Commons  alleged 
no  proofs  nor  produced  any  precedent ;  their  Lordships  agreed 
to  pray  a  re-conference  about  the  same,  and  at  the  conference 
to  handle  this  only,  viz.  That  the  House  of  Commons  have  no 
power  of  judicature  nor  coercion  against  any,  but  in  matters 
concerning  that  House. 

[The  second  conference  having  taken  place,  sub-committees 
of  both  Houses  were  appointed  and  conferred.] 

[May  12]  .  , .  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  reported  the 
conference  yesterday  between  the  two  sub- committees  of  both 
Hooaee  to  this  effect,  viz. :   i.  They  showed  their  constant  reso — 
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lution  to  maintain  the  love  and  good  corieapondencj  between 
both  Houses.  2.  Tixeir  resolution  not  to  invade  tlie  privileges 
of  this  House,  that  have  dealt  so  nobly  with  theiu.  3.  That 
out  of  tlieir  zeal  they  sentenced  Floud  ;  hut  they  leave  him  to 
the  Ijords,  with  an  intimation  of  their  hope  that  this  House 
■will  censure  him  also.  They  propounded  a  protestation  to  he 
entered  with  them,  for  a  mean  to  accommodate  the  buainess 
hetween  both  Houses.  .  ,  .  The  protestation  was  read  twice  and 
BO  exceptions  taken  unto  it.  It  foUoweth,  in  hoiC  verba,  viz. : 
A  protestation  to  be  entered,  by  consent  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  this  purpose :  That  the  proceedings  lately  passed 
in  that  House  against  Edward  Floud  be  not  at  any  time  here- 
after drawn  or  used  as  a  precedent,  to  the  enlarging  or  diminish- 
ing of  the  lawful  rights  or  privileges  of  either  House  ;  but  that 
the  rights  and  privileges  of  both  Houses  shall  remain  in  the 
Belf-same  state  and  plight  as  before. 

[May  14]  . .  .  Message  from  the  Commons  .  .  .  The  Knights 
[&c.]  of  the  House  of  Commons  humbly  desire  to  know  whether 
the  same  [protestation]  he  approved  of  here  ...  or  no.  The 
Lords  .  .  ,  answered ;  The  Lords  have  approved,  and  they  do 
approve  and  corroborate  the  same  protestation. 

[House  of  Commons,  May  14]  ...  Sir  Edw.  Sands:  In  the 
now  message  to  the  Lords,  to  give  some  intimation  of  our  .  .  . 
liking  of  the  protestation  offered  by  the  sub-committee  of  the 
Lords  :  which  read  .  .  .  and  assented  to  by  the  House. 

[House  of  Lords,  May  a6]  . . .  Edw.  Floud  being  brought  to 
the  bar,  Mr  Attorney  charged  him  with  notorious  misdemeanours 
and  high  presumption.  .  . ,  [After  examination,  and  sentence 
agreed  onj  Edw.  Floud  being  brought  to  the  bar  again,  Mr 
Attorney  General . .  ,  prayed  tbe  Lords  to  proceed  to  judg- 
ment against  him.  Whereupon  the  Lord  Chief  Justice '  pro- 
nounced the  sentence  in  these  words,  viz.  The  Lords  spiritual 
and  temporal,  considering  of  the  great  offence  of  the  said 
Edward  Floude,  do  award  and  adjudge:  x.  That  the  said  Edw. 
Floude  phall  be  incapable  to  bear  arms  as  a  gentleman  .  .  . 
4.  That  he  shall  be  fined  to  the  King  in  .£5000.  5.  That  he 
shall  be  imprisoned  in  Newgate  during  his  life. 
Lords'  Joaraalt,  II.  pp.  lto-l3+;  Commons'  Journats,  T.  pp.  556-611. 
*  Acting  AS  Speaker  of  tlie  Hou-e  in  the  vacancj'  of  the  Chaacellorship. 
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UI.—UNPARLIAMENTARY  TAXATION. 

1.  Bates'  Case, 

(a)  Argujnents  of  ike  Judges,  i6o6\ 

\Baron  Clarkej  ...  It  seeraeth  to  me  strange  tliat  any  subjects 
would  contend  with  the  King  in  this  high  point  of  prerogative ; 
hilt  euch  is  the  King's  grace  that  he  hajg  shewed  liis  intent  to 
he,  that  this  matter  shall  be  disputed  and  adjudged  by  us 
according  to  the  ancient  law  and  custom  of  the  realm  ...  As  it 
is  not  a  iingdom  without  subjects  and  government,  so  he  is  not 
a.  king  without  revenues  .  .  .  The  revenue  of  the  crown  is  the 
very  essential  part  of  the  crown,  and  he  who  renileth  that  from 
the  King  jiulletb  also  his  crown  from  his  head,  for  it  cannot  be 
separated  from  the  crown.  And  such  great  prerogatives  of  the 
crown,  without  which  it  cannot  be,  ought  not  to  be  disputed ; 
and  in  these  cases  of  prerogative  the  judgment  shall  not  be 
according  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law,  but  according  to  the 
precedents  of  this  court,  wherein  these  matters  are  disputable 
and  determinable  .  .  . 

True  it  is  that  the  weal  of  the  King  is  the  public  weal  of  the 
people,  and  he  for  his  pleasure  may  afforest  the  wood  of  aoy 
subject,  and  he  thereby  shall  be  subject  to  the  law  of  the  forest ; 
and  he  may  take  the  provision  of  any  man  by  his  purveyor  for 
bis  own  use,  but  at  reasonable  prices  and  without  abuse,  the 
abuse  of  which  of&cer  hath  been  restrained  by  divers  statutes ;  and 
the  King  may  take  wines  for  his  provision,  and  also  timber  for 
his  ships,  castles  or  houses  in  the  wood  of  any  man,  and  this  is 
for  pnblic  benefit ;  and  the  King  may  alloy  or  enhance  coin  at 
his  pleasure,  for  the  plenty  of  the  king  is  the  people's  peace  . ,  . 

The  Statute  of  the  45  Edw.  HI,  Cap.  4,  which  hath  been  so 
much  urged,  that  no  new  imposition  shall  be  imposed  upon  ■ 
wool-fells,  wool  or  leather  but  only  the  custom  and  subsidy 
granted  to  the  King— this  extends  only  to  the  King  himself 
and  siiall  not  bind  his  successors,  for  it  is  a  principal  part  of  the 
Crown  of  England  which  the  King  caanot  diminish.  And  the 
same  King,  in  the  24tb  of  his  reign,  granted  divers  exemptioua 

•  Tliccasew»striedintheEicheqaerCouHi,NoT,  1606.  The judgTOentS 
of  Baron  Ciorke  and  Chief  Baroa  rieiaiog  Iwve  alone  been  preaeiTed, 
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to  certain  persons,  and  because  that  it  was  in  derogation  of  hia 
state  imperial,  he  himself  recallecl  and  annulled  the  same  .  .  . 

All  the  ports  of  the  realm  belong  to  the  King  . . .  The  writ 
of  tie  exeat  regno  comprehends  a  prohibition  to  him  to  whom  it 
IS  directed  that  he  shall  not  go  beyond  the  seas,  and  this  may- 
be directed  at  the  King's  pleasure  to  any  man  who  is  his 
subject ;  and  so  consequently  may  he  prohibit  all  merchants. 
And  as  he  may  prohibit  the  persons,  so  may  he  the  goods  of 
any  man,  viz.  that  he  shall  export  or  import  at  his  pleasure. 
And  if  the  King  may  generally  inhibit  that  such  goods  shall 
not  be  imported,  then  by  the  same  reason  may  he  prohibit  them 
upon  condition  or  suh  modo,  viz.  that  if  they  import  such  goods, 
that  then  they  shall  pay,  &c.  . ,  . 

[Chief  Baron  Fl^ning.^  The  King's  power  is  double,  ordinary 
and  absolute,  and  they  have  several  laws  and  ends.  That  of 
tbe  ordinary  is  for  the  profit  of  particular  subjects,  for  the 
execution  of  civil  justice,  the  determining  of  mewm ;  and  this 
ia  exercised  by  equity  and  justice  in  ordinary  courts,  and  by 
tbe  civilians  is  nominated  jtis  privatum,  and  with  us  common 
law;  and  these  laws  cannot  be  changed  without  parliament; 
and  although  that  their  form  and  course  may  be  elianged  and 
interrupted,  yet  tliey  can  never  be  changed  in  substance.  The 
absolute  power  of  the  King  is  not  that  which  is  converted  or 
executed  to  private  use,  to  the  benefit  of  any  particular  person, 
but  is  only  that  which  is  applied  to  the  general  benefit  of  the 
people,  and  is  sahis  ■po^'uli ;  as  the  people  is  the  body,  and  the 
King  the  bead ;  and  this  power  ia  [not] '  guided  by  tbe  rules 
which  direct  only  at  the  common  law,  and  is  moat  properly 
named  policy  and  government;  and  as  the  constitution  of  this 
body  varieth  with  the  time,  so  varieth  this  absolute  law, 
according  to  the  wisdom  of  the  King,  for  the  common  good; 
and  these  being  general  rules,  and  true  as  they  are,  all  things 
done  within  these  rules  are  Jawful.  The  matter  in  question  is 
material  matter  of  state,  and  ought  to  be  ruled  by  tbe  rules  of 
policy,  and  if  it  be  so,  the  King  bath  done  well  to  execute  bis 
extraordinary  power. 

AU.  customs,  be  they  old  or  new,  are  no  other  but  tbe  effects 
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and  issues  of  trades  and  commerce  ■with  foreign  natioiiB ;  but 
all  commerce  and  affsiira  with  foreigners,  all  wars  and  peace,  all 
acceptance  and  admitting  for  cuirent  foreign  coin,  all  parties 
and  treaties  whatsoever  are  made  liy  tlie  absolute  power  of  tbe 
King :  and  he  who  bath  power  of  causes  hath  power  also  of 
effects  .  .  . 

It  is  said  that  an  imposition  may  not  be  upon  a  subject  without 
parliament.  That  the  King  may  impose  upon  a  subject,  I  omit, 
for  't  '  t  h  e  ti  e  question  if  the  King  may  impose  upon  the 
6ubj  t  h  g  d  .  But  the  impost  here  is  not  npon  a  subject, 
but  1  t       uj   n  Bates,  as  upon  a  merchant  who  imports 

good  w  thi  th  1  nd,  chai-ged  before  by  the  King ;  and  at  the 
tim  wl  n  tl  mpost  was  imposed  upon  them,  they  were  the 
good  f  th  "V  tians  and  not  the  goods  of  a  subject,  nor 
wi  hin  th  1  d  .  and  so  all  the  arguments  which  were  made 
for  th       bj    t  f   I    .  . 

A  d  wh  t   s  said,  tliat  if  the  King  may  impose,  be  may 

imj  ny  qu  nt  ty  that  he  pleases,  true  it  is  that  this  is  to 

be  f  d  t  th  vistlom  of  the  King,  who  guideth  all  under 
God  b  h  w  d  m  and  this  is  not  to  be  disputed  by  a  subject; 
and  ma  y  t!  g  e  left  to  his  wisdom  for  the  ordering  of  his 
po\  th      th  n  his  power  shall  be  restrained.     The  King 

may  pi  y  f  Ion  ;  but  it  maybe  objected  that  if  he  pardon 

one  f  1  n  h  m  pardon  all,  to  the  damage  of  the  common- 
wealth ;  and  yet  none  will  doubt  but  that  is  left  to  his  wisdom 
.  .  ,  And  the  wisdom  and  proTidence  of  the  King  is  not  to  be 
disputed  by  the  subject;  for  by  intendment  they  cannot  bo 
severed  from  his  person,  and  to  argue  a  posse  ad  actum,  to 
lestrain  the  King  and  his  power  because  that  by  bis  power  he 
may  do  ill,  is  no  argument  for  a  subject  .  .  , 

Slate  Trials,  ed.  ijjg,  vol.  li.  pp.  30-31. 

(b)  Mr.  Ilukewill' a  argument,  1610'. 

Mr   Speaker,  The  question  now  in  debate  amongst   us  is, 

whether  his   llHJesty  may  by   his    prerogative   royal,   without 

assent  of  parliament,  at  his  owiL  will  and  pleasure,  lay  a  new 

'  Thia  speech  wm  delivered  in  the  House  of  Commons,  some  time  during 
the  great  debats  on  imiiositiona  which  began  on  Juuc  23  and  ended  on 
July  3,  ifiloCC.  J.  L  pp,  443-5;  Purl.  Debales  la  1610,  Va«id.  Sue). 
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cbarge  or  imposition  upon  merchandizes,  to  be  broiigLt  into  or 
nut  of  this  kingdom  of  Engkod,  and  enforce  merchants  to  pay 
the  same  ,  .  . 

First,  I  hold  it  necessary  to  consider  whether  euatom  were 
due  to  the  King  hy  the  common  law.  Secondly,  admitting  it 
to  be  due  by  the  common  law,  whether  it  were  a  sum  certain, 
not  to  be  increased  at  the  King's  pleasure  or  otherwiee,  Thirdly, 
supposing  that  by  the  common  law  the  King  might,  by  way  of 
imposition,  have  increased  his  custom  at  his  own  will,  by  hie 
absolute  power,  without  sssent  in  parliament,  whether  or  no  he 
be  not  bound  to  the  contrary  by  Acts  of  Parliament .  . .  Lastly, 
I  will  discover  unto  you  the  weakness  of  such  reasons  as  liave 
been  made  in  maintenance  of  the  King's  right  to  impose  . .  . 

Tliat  custoTU  is  due  by  the  common  law  I  collect,  first  by  the 
name  thereof ...  To  this  may  he  added,  that  Magna  Charta 
Cap.  30  S  • .  ■  termeth  tbis  not  only  eoniwiudo,  which,  as  I  have 
Eaid,  implieR  antiquity  beyond  all  remembrance  of  a  beginning, 
but  antiqua  consueiudo  . .  .  But  that  which  most  of  all  movetli 
me  to  believe  that  this  duty  was  and  is  due  by  the  common 
law,  is  this ;  that  in  all  cases  where  the  common  law  puttetli 
the  King  to  sustain  charge  for  tlie  protection  of  the  subject,  it 
'  always  yieideth  him  out  of  the  thing  protected  some  gain 
towards  the  maintenance  of  the  charge  . . ,  This  observation  . .  . 
maketh  me  to  think  that  because  the  common  law  especteth 
tliat  tile  King  should  protect  merchants  in  their  trades,  ...  it 
also  giveth  him  out  of  merchandizes  exported  and  imported 
Eome  profit  for  the  sustentation  of  this  public  charge.  Other- 
wise were  the  law  very  unreasonable  and  unjust.  So  as  to 
prove  that  hy  the  common  law  custom  is  due  to  the  King, 
I  shall  need  to  say  no  more  .  . , 

I  will  therefore  proceed  to  my  Eewnd  consideration  ;  whether 
that  profit  upon  merchandizes,  which  the  common  law  for  these 
respects  gave  unto  the  King,  were  a  duty  certain,  not  to  be 
increased  or  enhanced  at  the  King's  will  and  pleasure  without 
a  common  assent  in  Parliament ;  or  otherwise  whether  the 
common  law  hath  left  an  absolute  power  in  the  King  to  demand 
in  this  case  more  or  less  at  bis  own  pleasure  and  to  compel  bis 
subjects  to  pay  it.  The  resolving  of  which  question  will,  as 
'  i.e.  of  the  Charter  of  1225:   |  41  of  M.  C.  1215. 
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I  conceive,  make  an  end  of  this  controversy  between  ua ;  for 
what  are  these  impoBitions  which  iie  complain  of,  other  thou 
the  enhancing  of  the  custom  by  the  King's  absolute  pleasure  t ... 

And  first,  I  lay  this  as  a  ground,  , . .  that  the  coniiJion  law  of 
England,  as  also  all  other  wise  laws  in  tbe  world,  delight  in 
certainty  and  abandon  uncertainty,  as  the  mother  of  all  debate 
and  confiision,  than  which  nothing  is  more  odious  in  law  .  ,  . 
The  common  law  of  England  giveth  to  the  King,  as  to  the  head 
of  the  Commonwealth,  no  perpetual  revenue  or  matter  of  profit 
out  of  the  interest  or  property  of  the  subject,  but  it  either 
limitefh  a.  certainty  therein  et  the  first,  or  otherwise  hath  so 
provided  that,  if  it  be  uncertain  in  itself,  it  is  reducible  to 
a  certainty  only  by  a  legal  course,  that  is  to  say,  either  by 
Parliament,  by  judges  or  jui'y,  and  not  by  the  King's  own 
absolute  will  and  pleasure  .  .  .  There  are  many  other  revenues 
due  to  the  King  by  the  common  law  as  well  m  custom :  if  they 
all  or  as  many  as  we  can  call  to  mind  shall  fall  out  to  be,  as 
I  have  said,  sums  certain  and  not  subject  to  be  increased  at  the 
King's  wili,  this  will  be  a  forcible  argument  that  custom  is 
likewise  certain  and  not  to  be  enhanced  at  the  King's  pleasure, 
.  . .  The  common  law  giveth  the  King  a  fine  for  the  purchase  of 
an  original  writ.  Is  it  certain  i  It  is,  and  ever  bath  been  .  .  . 
May  the  King  increase  this  fine  at  his  pleasure )  There  is  no 
man  that  will  say  he  may.  Thei-e  is  a  fine  due  by  the  common 
law  ;j»-o  liremtia  coneordandi.  la  ifc  not  certainly  known,  and 
so  hath  always  been,  to  he  the  tenth  part  of  the  land  comprised 
in  the  writ  of  the  covenant  ?  .  ,  .  I  am  unwilling  to  trouble 
you  with  any  more  particulars  of  tliia  tind.  But  let  any  man 
shew  me  one  particular  to  the  contrary,  and  I  will  then  yield 
that  my  position,  being  false  in  one,  may  be  in  more ;  but  till 
my  position  hath  been  in  this  point  infringed,  this  general 
concordance  of  the  law  in  all  these  particulars  is  argument 
enough  for  me,  without  having  alleged  other  reasons,  to  conclude 
that  custom  being,  as  all  these  are,  a  revenue  due  to  the  King 
by  the  common  law,  arising  out  of  the  property  and  interest 
of  the  subject,  is,  as  all  these  are,  limited  and  bounded  by  the 
common  law  to  a  certdbty  which  the  King  hath  not  power  to 
increase . , . 

I  am  now  ...  to  shew  you,  that  where  the  common  law 
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giveti  the  King  s.  revenue  not  certain  at  the  first,  that  is  alwajs 
reducible  to  a  certainty  by  a  legal  course,  as  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  judges  or  jury,  and  not  at  the  King's  pleasure. 
Every  man  that  by  bis  tenure  is  bound  to  serve  the  King  in 
his  wars,  and  faileth,  is  to  |iay,  according  to  the  quantity  of  his 
tenure,  a  fine  by  the  name  of  escuage.  This  cannot  be  assessed 
but  in  Parliament  .  .  ,  Fines  for  misdeTOeanours  are  always 
assessed  by  the  judges.  Amercements  in  all  eases  are  to  he 
assessed  by  the  country,  and  not  to  be  assessed  by  the  King  .  . , 
I  am  of  opinion  that  if  a  statute  were  made  that  the  King 
mi;,'ht  raise  the  customs  at  his  pleasure,  yet  might  it  not  he 
done  as  now  it  is,  by  the  King's  absolute  power,  but  by  some 
other  legal  course,  of  which  the  comaion  law  doth  take  notice, 
as  in  the  case  of  the  fine  and  ransom.  Much  less  then  will  the 
common  law  permit  that  it  should  depend  upon  the  King's 
absolute  pleasure,  there  being  no  such  statute  in  the  case  .  . . 

I  proceed  to  my  second  reason,  which  is  drawn  fiom  the 
policy  and  frame  of  this  eominonwealth  and  the  providence  of 
the  common  law,  the  which,  as  it  requires  at  the  subjects'  hands 
loyalty  and  obedience  to  their  soveteign,  so  doth  it  likewise 
requite  at  the  hands  of  the  soveieign  protection  and  defence 
of  the  subject  against  all  wrongs  anil  injuiies  whatsoever, 
offered  either  by  one  subject  to  another  or  by  the  common 
enemy  to  them  all  or  any  uf  them.  This  protection,  the  law 
considereth,  cannot  be  without  a  great  charge  to  the  King  .  , . 
He  reoeiveth  out  of  the  subject's  purse  for  wardships  and  the 
dependances  thereupon,  as  we  have  of  late  accounted,  about 
£45,000  by  the  year.  This  is  a  revenue  which  no  other  King  of 
the  world  hath  and  a«  it  apjearsby  the  Statute  of  14  Ed.  Ill, 
(2)  I.  it  ought  to  he  employed  111  maintenai  ce  of  the  wars  .  . . 
He  hath  liken  se  all  foiteiture*  upon  treason  and  outlawry  and 
upon  penal  law!  fines  and  aracicement''  profits  of  courts, 
treasure-trove  pn  ace  hutlerage  wreck  and  so  many  more,  as 
the  very  enume  ation  of  the  piitieulars  would  take  up  a  long 
time.  To  what  other  enj  hath  the  common  law  thus  provided 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  King  s  chiige  by  all  these  ways  and 
means  of  raising  profit  out  of  the  interest  and  property  of  the 
subject's  estate  in  lands  and  goods  but  only  to  this  end,  that, 
after  these  duties  jaid  the  pooi  subject  might  hold  and  enjoy 
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the  reit  if  liii  e'.tate  to  hia  iwn  use  free  and  clear  from  a,ll 
I    othei  buideas  whitsoevert 

^nd  hereupon  by  tl  e  knight  thit  list  spake  it  v\%  held 
that  upon  occasinn  of  a  sudden  and  unexpected  wir  the  King 
may  not  onlj  lay  impo'itoHB  hut  levy  a  tax  withm  the  realm 
Tvitbout  assei  t  of  Parliament  whii,li  p  sition  m  my  opinion  is 
veiy  d'lngeroTis  for  to  admit  this  were  by  cmsequence  to 
bring'  us  into  bondage  You  saj  thit  upon  c  casiou  of  sudden 
wai  the  King  may  levy  i  tax  ^lio  shall  be  juJije  1  etween  tlie 
Em^  and  his  people  uf  the  occasion  (  Can  it  be  tiied  ly  an^ 
legal  coui  e  m  our  liwt  It  cannot  It  then  the  King  himself 
must  be  ll  e  sole  judge  m  this  case  will  it  not  fuUo^v  thit  the 
Kiii^  may  levy  a  tax  at  hia  own  pltasure  seen  g  hib  plea'uie 
( innot  I  I  b  uiided  by  law  ?  You  see  into  wbit  a  mi  chief  the 
admittance  of  one  ei  r*  r  hatk  drawn  you 

But  for  a  full  ansTver  to  the  oljcction  I  say  that  the 
piovidence  cf  the  c  n  men  law  is  such  md  o  ttcellent,  as  that 
for  the  defraMng  of  the  ifciings  charge  upon  any  occasions  of 
a  sudden  war  it  hath  over  and  abuvc  all  the  oidiuarj  levenues 
which  It  givefh  the  King  which  in  the  time  of  war  cannot 
indeed  but  fall  short  madb  an  excellei  t  piovision.  Fii  su 
the  ■«  ar  must  i  t.ed  he  either  offensive  or  def<'nf,i\  p  If  it  be 
an  tflensive  war  it  cai  not  be  a  sudden  accident  for  it  is 
the  Kings  own  ait  and  it  may  and  it  is  fitting  he  should  take 
deliberation,  aid  if  it  be  a  lust  and  neee'^sary  wai  he  maj 
crave  and  easily  obtain  aesistance  of  his  subjects  bv  giant  of 
aid  111  Pailiament  Only  a  defensive  war    ly  invasion  of 

foreign  enemies  nui  be  suddeu,  in  wl  ich  case  the  law  hath  not 
1  ft  th    K  ng  to  wai  up  n  his  o   n  e\pen=e  or  to  rely  upon  bis 

d  n  evenue,  but  lath  notablj  piovnJtd  that  every  subje  t 

w  hm  th  land  li  gh  and  low  whether  he  hold  of  the  Kin^  oi 
n  t  e  of  foreign  invasion,  may  be  ccmpelled  at  his  own 

ha       t    serve  the  King  in  peison  .  .  . 

I  d  then  conclude  this  argument,  that  speing  the  common 
1  f  aintenance  of  the  King's  ordinary  charge,  hath  given 
I  u  1  an  ample  revenue  out  of  the  interest  and  projjerty  of 
th  nbj  t,  and  provided  also  for  sudden  occasions,  in  so  doing 
it  hatb  secluded  and  secured  the  rest  of  the  subieot'a  estate  from 
the  King's  power  and  pleature ;    and  consequently  that    the 
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King  hath  not  power  «pon  any  occasion  at  his  pleasure  to 
charge  the  estate  of  liis  suhjects  hy  impoiitioiis,  tallages  or 
taxes— for  I  hold  them  all  in  one  degree— or  any  other  burden 
whatEoever,  without  the  subject's  free  aud  voluntaiy  assent,  and 
thiit  in  parliament .  .  , 

I  will  now,  according  to  my  division,  urge  an  argument  or 
two  of  inference  and  presumption  .  .  .  Fiist  in  the  actions  and 
forbearances  of  the  kings,  I  observe,  that  all  the  kings  of  this 
realm  since  Henry  TTT  have  sought  and  obtained  an  increase  of 
custom  more  or  less  liy  the  name  of  suhsidy  of  the  gift  of  their 
subjects  in  parliament  ...  Is  it  likely  that,  if  any  or  all  these 
kings  had  thought  they  had  in  them  any  ta^vfiil  power  by  just 
prei'Ogative  to  have  laid  impositions  at  their  pleasure,  they 
would  not  rather  have  made  use  of  that  than  have  taken  this 
course  by  act  of  parliament  ?  .  .  . 

And  so  I  proceed  to  my  next  argument  of  inference  drawn 
from,  the  action  of  our  kings.  Some  of  the  kings  of  England, 
as  namely  Edward  II .  ,  .  and  Edward  III,  .  .  .  were  contented 
to  accept  an  increase  of  their  custom  by  way  of  loan  from  the 
merchants,  and  solemnly  bii)d  themselves  to  repay  it  again. 
Would  any  wise  man  in  the  world,  that  thought  he  had  but  a 
colour  of  right,so  much  prejudice  himself  as  to  borrow  that  which 
he  might  take  without  leave,  and  bind  himself  to  repay  it  K  .  . 

And  yet  is  not  this  all,  for  some  of  tliem,  hy  name  Edward  I, 
did  not  only  take  it  by  assent  in  parliament  or  by  way  of  loan, 
hut  (as  one  that  buys  for  his  money  in  the  market)  did  give 
for  it  a  real  and  valuable  consideration,  and  that  to  merchant 
strangers  of  whom  there  was  more  colour  to  demand  it  as  a  duty 
than  of  his  natural  subjects.  In  proof  of  which  I  produce 
charta  mercatoria^,  made  anno  31  Ed.  I  .  .  .  "What  stronger 
inference  can  there  almost  possibly  be  against  the  King's  abso- 
lute power  of  imposing  than  this :  that  he  was  contented,  aud 
so  specified  to  all  his  officers  of  the  ports,  that  if  the  merchants 
did  of  their  own  accords  pay  more  than  their  ancient  customs 
they  should  have  consideration  for  it,  but  if  they  themselves 
were  not  willing  to  pay  more,  then  they  should  not  be  com- 
pelled thereunto  1  .  .  . 

I  will  now  make  some  observations  of  their  foibearanoe  to 

'  GraDted  to  foreign  meiidiajits,  Feb.  1303;  cf.  Stubbs,  C.  H.  ii.  jaj. 
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put  this  pretended  power  in  practice,  eonaideriug  the  several 
occasions  of  the  times  which  I  will  prosecute  in  order.  First 
therefore  in  genera!,  I  observe  that  ftom  the  Conquest  until  the 
reign  of  Qaeen  Mary,  ...  in  the  practice  of  this  pretended  pre- 
I'ogative  of  imposing,  the  kings  hare  heen  bo  sparing,  as  ...  it 
cannot  be  found  or  proved  by  matter  of  record  that  six  im- 
positions, such  as  we  now  complain  of,  were  laid  by  all  those 
kings  .  . .  And  those  sis,  if  there  were  so  many,  though  they 
were  unlawful,  yet  were  tliey  in  some  sort  to  be  borne  withal, 
first  by  reason  they  were  Tery  moderate,  secondly  that  tbey 
were  laid  in  the  times  of  great  and  apparent  necessity,  and  that 
they  were  to  endure  bat  for  a  year  or  two ;  for  none  of  them 
except  only  that  upon  wine  laid  i6  Ed.  I  lasted  longer  .  .  . 

[After  going  through  these  precedents  severally,  and  en- 
deavouring to  minimise  theirimportance,  he  proceeds]  From  the 
end  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III  till  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary, 
.  .  .  being  the  space  of  170  years  or  thereabouts,  it  hath  been 
confessed  by  all  those  that  have  argued  in  maintenance  of  his 
Majesty's  right  to  impose,  that  there  hath  not  been  found  one 
record  that  proves  any  one  imposition  to  have  been  laid  .  .  . 

And  if  you  please  to  give  me  leave  to  remember  to  you  the 
passages  of  those  times,  you  cannot  but  mai-vel  that  none  of  all 
those  princes  should  so  much  as  attempt  to  try  the  strength  of 
this  so  beneficial  a  prerogative,  so  much  practised  by  Edward  III; 
and  when  you  have  heard  their  occasions  and  compared  their 
other  actions  with  their  forbearance  in  this  kind,  you  will,  I 
think,  conclude  and  say  in  your  hearts,  that  surely  none  of  all  - 
those  kings  had  so  much  as  any  imagination  that  any  such 
prerogative  belonged  unto  them  as  to  raise  money  at  their 
pleasure,  by  laying  a  charge  upon  merchandizes  to  be  exported 
or  imported,  without  assent  in  parliament . , . 

But  now  admitting  that  by  the  common  law  it  had  been 
clear  and  without  question  that  the  King  might  at  hia  will  have 
laid  impositions  and  that  also  the  same  could  have  been  clearly 
proved  by  the  practice  of  the  ancient  kings,  yet  I  affirm  that  so 
stands  the  law  of  England  at  this  day  by  season  of  statutes 
directly  in  the  point,  as  the  King's  power,  if  ever  he  had  any 
to  impose,  is  not  only  limited,  but  utterly  taken  away  .  , .  The 
first  statute  is  in  Magna  Charta,  cap.  30,    I  come  to  the  second 
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statute  agamat  impositions  which  is  ibe  statute  de  tallagio  non 
concedendo,  touching  the  time  of  the  mating  of  which  there  ia 
great  variety  of  opinion  . . .  The  next  statute  against  impositiong 
is  35  Ed,  L  [Confirmatio  Cartarum]  .  .  .  The  next  statute 
made  against  them  ia  14  Ed.  IIT.  (i)  cap.  31  .  ,  . 

In  discovering  the  weakness  of  the  reasons  alleged  ia  main- 
tenance of  impositions,  I  shall  not  greatly  need  to  aay  anything 
more  than  hath  been  aaid  .  .  .  Neveifcheleaa  I  will  in  a  few 
words  recall  to  your  memories  their  reaaous;  aad  in  as  few 
apply  the  answers  to  them  .  .  . 

It  hath  heen  said  that  the  old  custom  of  a  demi-mark  upon 
a  sack  of  wool  must  have  his  heginning  either  by  the  King's 
absolute  power,  or  by  a  legal  assent  of  the  people,  which  can  he 
nowhere  hut  in  parliament  and  cannot  but  appear  of  record ; 
but  because  no  such  assent  can  be  shown  therefore  they  conclude 
that  it  began  by  the  King's  absolute  power  -md  infer  that  the 
same  power  remains  still  .  ,  .  But  this  quest  on  how  began  the 
first  customs,  is  beat  answered  by  anothei  question  how  be^an 
the  fine  for  purchase  of  oiiginal  Tints  the  fine  pro  hccrtlia  coi 
cordandi,  the  certainty  of  prisage  i  In  effect  who  reduced 
all  the  known  grounds  of  the  common  law  to  that  certaintj 
that  now  they  are  !  Because  we  cannot  tell  how  or  whei  they 
began,  shall  we  therefore  conclude  that  they  began  by  the 
King's  absolute  power,  and  infei  that  by  the  sime  reason  they 
may  be  changed  at  his  pleasure  1 

The  King  may,  say  they,  restrain  the  pas  age  of  meicl  anta 
at  his  pleasure,  which  they  proie  by  diveis  records  Upon 
which  they  infer  that  if  he  mayrestrim  a  meichant  that  he 
shall  not  pass  at  all,  he  may  much  more  so  re  tram  him  that 
he  shall  not  pass  except  he  pay  a  certain  sum  of  monev 
For  my  part  I  think  that  restraints  in  all  the  e  cases  ai  d  of 
like  nature  are  by  the  common  law  1  tt  to  the  King  s  absolute 
power . .  .  Bat  because  he  may  restrain  totally  therefcie  that 
he  may  give  passage  for  money  s  no  good  consequente  for  1 1 
our  case  there  is  no  restraint  at  all  1  ut  it  is  rather  a  pais  ge 
for  money.  If  there  be  just  occa'*  on  ot  restiaa  t  the  law  giveth 
the  King  power  to  restrain.  But  when  meiehants  may  without 
hurt  to  the  state  have  passage,  as  va  our  i^se  to  enforce  them 
to  pay  for  that  passage  is  in  mj   cpmion  as  unlaiiful  is  to 
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enforce  sny  man  wLatsoever  to  pay  for  doing  that  wldch  he 
may  lawfully  do  . .  , 

The  ports  and  Laven-towns  of  England  are,  say  they,  the 
King's,  and  in  regard  thereof  he  may  open  or  shut  them  upon 
what  condition  he  pleases.  I  answer  that  the  position  that  all 
the  ports  are  the  King's  is  not  generally  true,  for  subjects  may 
also  be  owners  of  ports  . .  .  But  admitting  the  truth  of  the 
position,  yet  is  the  consequence  as  wealc  and  dangerous  as  of 
any  of  the  rest  of  their  arguments.  For  are  not  all  the  gates 
of  cities  and  towns  and  all  the  streets  and  highways  in  England 
the  King's  and  as  much  subject  to  be  open  or  shut  at  his  pleasure 
Bs  the  ports  arel . . ,  Doth  it  follow  therefore  that  the  King  may 
lay  impositions  upon  every  man  or  upon  all  commodities  that 
shall  pass  through  any  of  these  places  ?  ...  If  the  King  may  not 
exact  money  ...  for  passage  through  the  gafes  of  cities,  much 
Jess  may  he  for  passage  out  at  the  porta,  which  are  the  great 
gates  of  the  liingdora,  and  which  the  subject  ought  as  freely  to 
enjoy  as  the  air  or  the  water  .  . . 

Another  of  their  arguments  is  this.  The  King  is  honnd  to 
protent  merchants  from  spoil  by  the  enemy  ...  It  is  reason 
therefore  tbat  his  expense  he  defrayed  out  of  the  profit  made 
by  merchants  .  , .  The  consequence  of  this  argument  is  thus  far 
true.  The  law  expects  that  the  King  should  protect  merchants : 
therefore  it  alloweth  him  out  of  merchandize  a  revenue  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  charge,  which  is  the  old  custom  due,  as 
at  first  I  said,  by  the  common  law.  But  it  is  no  good  conse- 
quence that  therefore  he  may  take  what  he  list,  no  more  than 
he  may  at  hia  pleasure  increase  that  old  revenue  ... 

These  are  the  chief  reasons  made  in  maintenance  of  im- 
positions. The  weakness  of  them  and  their  dangerous  conse- 
quence you  cannot  hut  perceive,  for  hy  the  same  reasons  taxes 
within  the  land  may  be  as  well  proved  to  he  lawful.  On  the 
contrary  part  you  have  heard  the  reasons  against  impositions 
fortified  by  many  records  and  statutes  in  the  point.  So  aa  I 
conclude  tiat  impositions,  neither  in  the  lime  of  war  or  other 
the  greatest  necessity  or  occasion  that  may  be,  much  less  in  the 
time  of  peace,  neither  upon  foreign  nor  inland  commodities  of 
whatsoever  nature,  he  they  never  so  superfluous  or  unnecessary, 
neither  upon  merchants  strangers  nor  denizens,  may  be  laid  hj 
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the  King's  absolute  power,  without  assent  of  parliament,  be  it 
for  never  so  short  a  time,  much  less  to  endure  for  ever,  as 
ours  ,  .  .  Sl(Ue  Trials,  ed.  1779,  vol.  xi.  pp.  J6-51, 


(c)  Mr,  Whitehcie's  argument,  1610'. 

. .  .  The  case  in  terms  is  this.  The  King  bj  Lis  letters  pateuta 
before  recited  hath  ordained,  willed  and  commanded,  that  these 
new  impositions,  contained  in  that  book  of  rates,  shall  be  for 
ever  hereafter  paid  unto  him,  his  lieirs  and  Bucceseors,  upon 
pain  of  his  displeasure.  Hereupon  the  question  ariseth  whether 
by  this  edict  and  ordinance  so  made  by  the  King  himself,  by  his 
letters  patents  of  his  own  will  and  power  absolute,  without 
assent  of  parliament,  he  be  so  lawfully  entitled  to  that  he  doth 
impose,  as  that  thereby  he  doth  alter  the  property  of  his  subjects' 
goods,  and  is  enabled  to  recover  these  impositions  by  course  of 
law.  I  think  he  cannot ;  and  I  ground  my  opiaioa  upon  these 
four  reasons. 

1.  It  is  against  the  natural  frame  and  constitution  of  the 
policy  of  this  kingdom,  which  is  jus  lyubUcum  reffrd,  and  so  snb- 
verteth  the  fundamental  law  of  the  realm,  and  iadiiceth  a  new 
form  of  state  and  government. 

2.  It  is  against  the  municipal  law  of  t!ie  laud,  which  is  jus 
prwatvm,  the  law  of  property  un  J  of  private  right. 

3.  It  is  against  divers  statutes  made  to  restrain  our  King  in 
this  point. 

4.  It  is  against  the  practice  and  action  of  our  commonwealth.. . 
For  the  first,  it  will  be  admitted  for  a  rule  and  ground  of 

state,  that  in  every  commonwealth  and  government  there  be 
some  rights  of  sovereignty,  ^'iwa  majesfatis,  which  reguhirly  and 
of  common  right  do  belong  to  the  sovereign  power  of  that 
state,  unless  custom  or  the  provisional  ordinance  of  that  state  do 
otherwise  dispose  of  them ;  which  sovereign  power  is  potestas 
aiLprema,  a  power  that  can  control  all  other  powers,  and  cannot 
be  controlled  but  by  itself.    It  will  not  be  denied  that  the  power 

'  Tbis  speech  is  printed  ia  Slate  Trials  as  Yelverton'B,  but  is  shown  hy 
the  report  in  Farl.  Sebateg  (O.  S.),  p.  103,  to  have  been  Whitelock's ;  at. 
Gatdiiier,  .Hie!,  of  J£nglaHd,  voL  iii.  p.  77.  The  speech  was  delivered  on 
Julya((;./.I.p.  4't5)- 
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of  imposiug  hath  so  great  a  trust  in  it  .  .  .  that  it  hath  ever 
been  ranked  among  those  rights  of  sovereign  power.  Then  ia 
there  no  further  question  to  be  made  but  to  examine  where  the 
sovereign  power  is  in  this  kingdom ;  for  there  is  the  right  of 
imposition. 

The  sovereign  power  is  agreed  to  he  in  the  King ;  but  in  the 
King  is  a  twofold  power;  the  one  in  parliament,  as  he  ia 
aEsisted  with  the  consent  of  the  whole  state  ;  the  other  out  of 
parliament,  as  he  is  sole  and  singular,  guided  merely  by  his  own 
will.  And  if  of  these  two  powers  in  the  King  one  is  greater 
than  the  other,  and  can  direct  and  control  the  other,  that  is 
sajyrema  potestas,  the  sovereign  power,  and  the  other  is  stib- 
ordinata. 

It  will  then  be  eaaUy  proved,  that  the  power  of  the  King  in 
parliament  is  greater  than  his  power  out  of  parliament,  and 
doth  rule  and  control  it ;  for  if  the  King  make  a  grant  by  his 
letters  patents  out  of  parliament,  it  bindeth  him  and  his  suc- 
cessors ;  but  by  his  power  in  parliament  he  may  defeat  and 
avoid  it,  and  therefore  that  ia  the  greater  power.  If  a  judgment 
be  given  in  the  King's  Bench  by  the  King  himself,  as  may  be 
and  by  the  law  is  intended,  a  writ  of  error  to  reverse  this 
judgment  may  be  sued  before  the  King  in  parliament  ...  So 
you  see  the  appeal  is  from  the  King  out  of  parliament,  to  the 
King  in  parliament ;  .  .  .  for  in  acts  of  parliament,  he  they  laws, 
grounds  or  whatsoever  else,  the  act  and  power  is  the  King's,  but 
with  the  assent  of  the  Lords  and  Commons,  which  maketh  it 
the  most  sovereign  and  supreme  power  above  all  and  con- 
trollable by  none.  Besides  this  right  of  imposing,  there  bo 
others  in  the  kingdom  of  the  same  nature.  As  the  power  to 
make  laws;  the  power  of  naturalization  ;  the  power  of  erection 
of  arbitrary  government ;  the  power  to  judge  without  appeal ; 
the  power  to  legitimate,  all  which  do  belong  to  the  King  only 
in  parliament .  . . 

It  hath  been  alleged  that  those  which  in  this  cause  have 
enforced  their  reasons  from  this  masim  of  oars,  that  the  King 
cannot  alter  the  law,  have  diverted  from  the  question.  I  say  under 
.  favour  they  have  not,  for  that  in  effect  is  the  very  question  now 
in  hand.  For  if  he  alone  out  of  parliament  may  impose,  he 
altereth  the  law  of  England  in  one  of  these  two  main  fundamental 
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points.  He  must  either  take  his  subjects'  goods  from  them, 
without  assent  of  the  party,  which  is  against  the  law,  or  else 
he  must  give  his  own  letters  patents  the  force  of  a  law,  to  alter 
the  property  of  his  subjects'  goods,  which  is  also  against  the 
law  . . .  So  we  Ee«  that  the  power  of  imposing  and  power  of 
making  laws  are  converlibilia  and  coincidentia,  and  whosoever 
can  do  the  one,  can  do  the  other  .  .  . 
'  And  if  this  power  of  imposing  were  qnietly  settled  in  our 
/  kings,  considering  what  is  the  greatest  use  they  make  of  as- 
I  sembling  of  parliaments,  which  is  the  supply  of  money,  I  do 
I  not  see  any  likelihood  to  hope  for  often  meetings  in  that  kind, 
'  because  they  would  provide  themselves  by  that  other  means  .  .  . 
The  last  assault  made  against  the  right  of  the  kingdom,  was 
an  objection  grounded  upon  policy,  and  matter  of  state ;  a,s  that 
it  may  so  fell  out  that  an  imposition  may  be  tet  by  a  foreign 
prince  that  may  wi'ing  our  people,  in  which  case  the  counter- 
poise is,  to  set  on  the  like  here  upon  the  subjects  of  that 
prince ;  which  policy,  if  it  he  not  speedily  executed  but  stayed 
until  a  parliament,  may  in  the  meantime  prove  vain  and  idle 
and  much  damage  may  he  sustained  that  cannot  afterwards  be 
remedied.  This  strain  of  policy  maketh  nothing  to  the  point  of 
right.  Our  rule  is  in  this  plain  commonwealth  of  ours,  oportei 
Twminem  ease  sapieniiorem  legibus.  If  there  be  an  incon- 
venience, it  is  fitter  to  have  it  removed  by  a  lawful  means 
than  by  an  unlawful.  But  this  is  rather  a  mischief  than  an 
inconvenience,  that  is,  a  prejudice  in  present  of  some  few  but 
not  hurtful  to  the  commonwealth.  And  it  is  more  tolerable  to 
suffer  an  hurt  to  some  few  for  a  short  time,  than  to  give  way  to 
the  breach  and  violation  of  the  right  of  the  whole  nation ;  for 
that  is  the  true  inconvenience.  Neither  need  it  be  so  difficult 
or  tedious  to  have  the  consent  of  the  parliament,  if  they  were 
held  as  they  ought  or  might  be  .  . . 

State  Trials,  ed.  1779,  vol.  XI.  pp.  j3-6i. 


2.  Commission  to  levy  Impositions,  1608. 

James,  by  the  grace  of  God  K.mg  [&c.],  to  our  right  trusty 
and  right  well-beloved  councillor  Robert,  Earl  of  Salisbury, 
bur  High  Treasurer  of  England,  greeting.     It  is  well  known 
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imto  all  men  of  judgment  and  understanding  ttiat  the  care 
imposed  upon  princea  to  provide  for  tlie  safety  and  welfare  of 
their  subjects  is  accompanied  with  so  great  and  heavy  a  charge 
as  all  the  circumstances  belonging  thereunto  can  hardly  fail 
under  the  conceit  of  any  other  than  of  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  carriage  of  public  affairs,  and  therefore  this  special 
power  and  prerogative  (amongst  mnny  others)  hath  both  hy 
meo  of  understanding  in  all  ages  and  by  the  laws  of  all  nations 
been  yielded  and  acknowledged  to  be  proper  and  inherent  in 
the  persons  of  princes,  that  they  may  according  to  their  several 
occasions  raise  to  themselves  such  fit  anil  competent  means  ijy 
levying  of  customs  and  impositions  upon  merchandises  trans- 
ported out  of  their  kingdoms  or  brought  into  their  dominions 
either  by  the  subjects  born  under  their  allegiance  or  by  strangers, 
.  .  .  aa  to  their  wisdoms  and  discretions  may  seem  convenieat, 
(    th    t  prej  d        f  t    d        d     mm       )      fii       tlj  f        pply 

dtthj,th  dp  dtithm 

th  t  f  th  1  d  g    t         so  t  tl 

t  tf         yjtdwlty  dt  Uf 

tl  t    g    f  tl  f  d  J    t      d  I      d  bt 

f      th         pply    fmyth  gtdmj-tt 

k  t  d  idwptllfth 

flld  hbefdt  rttm         1 

f  profit    pomhlp         gtwld 

uiw    d  f  rm      tl         h  th  b  1      t      1     1  y 

pgtokg        ip  ftl  Ibtlft 

p  act         m  th  t  A  d     1th    gl    w    h 

Idtlymkdf      pot         bthpomyf      g 
ra     1      di      b      gl  t  int    tl  aim      d    1        j        1 

t  m       It  dm      h     dis  y  tt    th       t     t  tm 

pp  h  t  w    h  U  th  f  th        t       t  d 

the  least  inconvenience  or  grievance  that  may  arise  to  our  people, 
we  have  .  .  .  given  special  charge  in  the  levying  of  the  same 
to  forbear  and  exempt  all  such  merchandises  as  are  requisite  for 
the  food  and  u  t  nan  e  of  our  people  or  which  contain  matter 
of  munition  n  aa  y  lo  the  defence  of  our  realms  ...  or  any 
other  mer  hand  ses  r  materials  fit  and  proper  for  the  main- 
tenance anl  la  gen  ent  of  trade  and  navigation  ,  . .  Know  ye 
therefore  that  fo    the  considerations   aforesaid  ...  we  have 
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appointed  and  ordained  . .  .  that  there  shall  be  for  ever  from 
and  after  the  agth  day  of  September  next  ensuing  .  .  .  levied, 
taken  and  received  by  way  of  imposition  now  newly  set,  over 
and  besides  the  customs,  subsidies  and  other  duties  heretofore 
due  and  payable  unto  us  upon  all  merchandises  .  .  .  which  .  .  , 
shall  be  either  brought  from  any  part  beyond  the  seas  unto 
this  our  realm  ...  or  which  shall  be  transported  or  carried 
forth  of  the  same,  ,  .  .just  so  much  for  the  said  new  imposition 
as  hath  been  and  is  now  answered  and  paid  unto  us  for  the 
subsidy  of  the  said  merchandises,  and  neither  more  nor  less  .  .  . ; 
excepting  such  merchandises  only  as  in  a  schedule  hereunto 
auuesed  are  expressed,  which  are  either  altogether  freed  and 
exempted  from  payment  of  any  of  the  said  new  impositions  or 
else  are  appointed  and  set  to  pay  the  same  in  such  proportion  as 
is  either  more  or  less  than  the  subsidy  payable  for  the  same,  as 
in  the  said  schedule  is  more  plainly . . .  expressed.  Wherefore  we 
do  . .  .  command  you  that  forthwith  .  .  .  you  give  order  .  .  .  unto 
all  customers  or  collectors  .  .  .  and  otier  our  officers  and 
ministers  of  all  our  ports  .  -  .  that  they  shall  demand,  levy  and 
take  of  all  Englishmen,  aliens  , ,  .  and  all  persons  .  .  .  which 
shall  bring  into  this  our  realm  . .  .  or  .  .  .  cany  forth  ...  of  the 
eame  .  .  .  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandises, ...  so  much  for  and 
by  way  of  the  said  new  imposition  as  hath  been  and  now  is 
answered  and  paid  unto  us  for  the  subsidy  of  the  said  mer- 
chandises, . .  .  excepting  [as  before]  . .  . 

[Dated]  at  Westminster,  28  July. 

Fat,  Boll,  6  Jae.  I,  part  30, 


3.   Levy  op  a  Feudal  aid. 
(a)  Order  to  the  Chanedlor  to  issue  commissions,  1613. 
Whereas  our  eldest  daughter  Elizabeth  haih  long  since  ac- 
complished the  age  of  seven  years,  by  reason  whereof  there  is 
due  unto  us  by  the  laws  and   statutes  of  this  our  realm  of 
England  reasonable  aid  tfl  be  had  and  levied  of  all  our  im- 
mediate tenants   by  knight's  service  and  in  socoage  for  her 
marriage :    These  are   therefore  to  will  and  require  you  our 
Cliancellor  to  cause  to  be  made  and  sealed  under  our  great  seal 
A  a  2 
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of  England  as  well  several  commissions  to  be  directed  unto  all 
the  counties  of  this  our  said  i-eaJm  accordii^  to  the  form  of 
a  draught  of  a  commission  for  that  puipose  to  these  presents 
annexedj  as  also  several  commissions  fur  the  Cinque  Ports  and 
for  compounding  with  all  the  Lords  Bpintnal  and  temporal  of 
this  our  realm  and  with  the  masters  and  other  the  heads  of 
houses,  halls  and  colleges  of  our  Univer--ifie8  of  Oxfoi'd  and 
Cambridge,  according  to  several  draughts  hereunto  likewise  an- 
nexed, changing  such  things  therein  as  are  to  be  changed,  and  to 
direct  them  to  Buch  commissioners  as  you  with  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal  and  our  Chancellor  of  our  Exchequer  shall  name  and 
appoint,  returnable  at  the  days  of  the  several  draughts  prefixed, 
and  the  same  several  commissions  to  renew  to  the  same  com- 
missioners or  any  otbei^  according  to  your  directions  as  often 
as  need  shall  require,  and  also  to  name  and  choose  any  two  of 
the  said  commissioners  in  every  county  respectively  to  be 
collectors  for  the  same  aid ;  and  these  shall  be  your  sufficient 
warrant  in  that  behalf. 

Given  under  our  signet  at  Woodstock  the  30th  day  of 
■  August  in  the  loth  year  of  our  reign  of  England,  France  aad 
Ireland,  and  of  Scotland  the  six  and  fortieth, 

Iti/mer'e  Ftedera,  vol.  XVI.  p.  J14. 

(b)  Appointment  of  Cmnmmioners  to  collect  the  aid,  1612. 

Bex  etc.,  dilectis  et  fidelibus  suis  viee-comiti  sui' 
A.  B,  et  C.  D.  necnon  escaetori  et  feodariis  suis  in  comitata 
praedicto  salutem.  Sciatis  quod,  cum  in  statute'  in  parliamento 
Domini  Edwardi  nuper  Regis  Angliae  tertii  apud  Weatm.  anno 
regni  sui  25  tento  edito,  inter  caetera  provisnm  fuisset  et 
ordinatum  quod  rationabile  ausilium  ad  primogenitam  filiam 
Eegis  maritandam  petatur  et  levetur  secundum  formam  statuti 
inde  prius  editi  et  non  alio  mode ;  videlicet  de  quoUt>et  feodo 
railitari  tento  de  Eege  sine  medio  viginti  solidos  et  non  plus, 
et  de  viginti  libratis  terrae  tentis  de  rege  sine  medio  in  sooagio 
viginti  solidos  et  non  plus,  prout  in  eodem  statute  inter  alia 
plenius  continetur ;  Nos  de  fidelitate  et  provida  circumspectione 
vestris  in  negotiia  nostris  agendis  plurimum  confidentes  assigna- 

'  Blank  left  for  the  county. 

'  25  E.  Ill  (5)  1 1  :  cp.  Stat.  Westm.  I  (3  Ed.  I),  §  36. 
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vimus  vos,  quatuor  vel  plures  veatrum  ac  tenore  praesentium 
damns  vobis  [etc.]  plenam  potestatem  et  authoritatem  ad  prae- 
dictum  ausilium  viginli  Bolidonim,  tarn  de  singulis  feodis 
militaribua  de  nobis  sine  medio  quam.  de  singulis  Tiginti 
libratis  terrae  de  nobis  in  socagio  sine  medio  similiter  «t  prae- 
fertur  teutis,  de  plure  plus  et  de  minore  miaHS  justa  ratmn, 
in  comitatu  praedicto  tam  infra  libertatea  quam  extra,  ad 
Elizabethaiu  primogenitam  filiam  aostram,  aetatis  sexdecim 
annorum  et  ampiiua  jam  existent^ra,  brevi  (Deo  dante)  mari- 
tandam  leyaodom,  itaquod  omnes  deuariosde  ausilio  praedicto 
provenientes  habeatis  ad  acaccarium  nostnum  die  Jovis  proximo 
post  crastinum  Purificationis  Eeatae  Maviae  proximum  futunim, 
illi  vel  illis  cui  vel  quibus  denarios  illoa  liberaii  mandaverimua 


Ed  ideo  vobia  [etc.]  mandamus  quod,  habita  deliberatione 
plenaria  super  feodia  et  partibua  feodorum  ac  terrarum  prae- 
dietorum  in  comitatu  praedicto,  infra  libertatea  et  extra,  per 
ioquisitionea  distincte  et  aperte  quotiens  opus  fuerit  capiendas 
vel  alias  per  viam  compositionis  pro  nobis  et  in  noraJne  uostro 
cum  hujuamodi  .teueutibus  nostris  in  ea  parte  £endae  et  aliia 
viis  et  modis  legitimis  quibua  pro  acceleratione  praemissorum 
Tobia  videbitur  espedire,  ad  ausilium  praedictum  in  comitatu 
praedicto  levandum  et  colligendum  circa  praemissa  diligenter 
intendatis  ac  ea  faciatia  et  expleatia  in  forma  praedicta,  habentes 
debitam  oonsideraiionem  instructionum  nostrarum  quas  pro 
vestra  meliore  et  pleciore  directione  manibus  aliquorum  aex  vel 
plurium  consiliariorum  nostrorum  aignatarum  vobis  una  cum 
hac  nostra  comroisaione  mitti  fecimus  , .  . 

Et  tu  praefatua  vicecomes  venire  facias  coram  vobis  [etc.] 
quofiena  necesse  fuerit  tot  et  tales  probos  et  legales  homines  de 
balliva  tua  tam  infra  libertates  quam  extra  per  quoa  praemisea 
espediri  et  rei  veritaa  in  hac  parte  melius  aciri  poterint  et 

DamuB  nihilominuB  vobis  A.  B.  et  C.  I),  duobus  coramis- 
aionariia  tantum  aathoritatem  et  potestatera  colligendi  et  re- 
cipiendi  omnea  et  siiiguJas  pecuniarum  summas  modo  et  forma 
praedictia  levandas  et  ad  diem  et  locum  et  personas  ad  hoc 
assignataa  vel  asaignandas  solvendi,  ac  ideo  tenore  praesentium 
vos  omnes  alios  commissionarios  de  praedictis  pecuniia  sic  ut 
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praefertnr  levandis  et  eolligendis  pro  nobis,  haeredibua  et  suces- 
Boribus  nostris  exoneramus  et  acquietamua  imperpetuum,  aliquo 
in  praemissis  coutento  in  contrarimn  non  obstante. 

Bymer's  Fadera,  vol.  XVI.  p.  724. 


(c)  Appointment  0/ Commissioners  to  compound  far  the 
aid,  1609'. 

Rex  etc.  praedilecto  et  fideli  coQBJliario  nostro  Thomae 
Domino  Ellesmere  Cancellario  nostro  Angliae  [et  aliis]  salutem. 

ScJatiB  quod,  euni  in  statnto  [etc.  as  in  preceding  writ] ; 
cumque  separales  commissiones  nostrae  de  manctato  nostro  nuper 
emanarimt  in  singuloa  comitatua  nostros  ...  ad  leTandura  et 
colligendum  auxilium  praedictum  .  . . ;  unde  nobia  per  duos  de 
private  conoilio  nostro  hnmillinie  supplicatum  est  quod,  cum 
tam  ipsi  quam  caeteri  praelati,  domini,  magnatea  et  procevea 
hujus  regni  nostri  Angliae  habent  et  posaident  diversaa  terras 
infra  diyersos  et  separales  comitatua, . , .  nobis  placeret  pro  com- 
modo  et  quiete  ipsorum  ac  caeteronim  dominorum  [etc.]  ap- 
punctuare  et  assignare  aliquos  duos  fore  commisaionarioa  nostros 
ad  componendum  ex  parte  nostra  cnm  eis  ac  cum  aliia  Dominia 
.  .  . :  noa  itaque  .  .  ,  tenore  praesentium  daraua  volm  ant  ali- 
qnibus  quatuor  vel  pluribus  vestrum  (quorum  Toa  praefatoa 
CanceDarium  nostrum  Angliae  ant  Thesaurarium  nostrum 
Angliae  unum  esse  volumus)  plenam  poteatatem  ...  ad  prae- 
dictos  magnates  . , .  coram  vobis  . , ,  evocandi , . .  et  ad  praedictum 
auxilium  viginti  solidorum  .  .  .  per  viam  compositionia  .  .  , 
levandum  et  colligendum  .  .  .  ,  ita  quod  omnes  denarios  de 
auxilio  praedicto  per  viam  compositionis  nt  praefertur  pro- 
Tenientes  babeatig  ad  scaccarium  nostrum  die  Jovis  prosimo 
post  crastinum  Sanctae  Trinitatis  prosimum  futurum,  ilii  vel 
illis  cui  vel  quibus  denarios  illos  liberari  maudavimns  liber- 
andos. 

[Dated  ar  June,  1609,] 

Rymer's  Fadera,  vol.  XVI.  p.  678. 

'  This  Is  tlie  fomi  of  writ  iasurf  on  the  occasion  of  the  Iotj  of  the  aid 
for  the  ifnighting  of  Pfinoe  Henry  in  160S,  but  the  same  procedure  Beeiiis 
to  have  been  followed  in  both  cnsea. 
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■  What  endeavours  his  Maje  ty  h  th  u  d  by  t  tj  1  b>  U 
fair  and  amiable  ways  to  reco        t>     j   t  y    f  '       1  li^ 

in  Germany,  now  for  the  mo  t  p  rt  w  tl  h  Id  f  m  th  m  by 
force,  ia  not  unknowa  to  all   h      I        g       bj    t  h 

Majesty  was  pleased  to  comm  nttth  plmt 

his  vhole  proceedings  is  that  b  fhhttbg 

of  lalo  frustrate,  he  was  enf  d  t  talt  othe  re  li  t  , 
namely,  to  recover  that  by  the  snord  which  by  other  means  he 
saw  Ell  likelihood  to  compass  For  which  purpose  it  was 
expected  by  his  Majesty  that  his  people  m  paihiment  would 
(in  a  caiae  so  neiily  coni"erning  his  and  his  childien  s  interest) 
have  cheerfully  contubuted  thereunto  But  the  sime  un- 
fortunattly  fwiinp,  hia  Majesty  is  constrained,  m  a  case  of  so 
great  necessity,  to  try  the  dutiful  affections  of  his  loving  subjects 
in  acothe?  way,  as  his  predecessors  have  done  in  former  times, 
by  propounding  unto  them  a  voluntary  contribution.  And 
therefore,  is  yourselves  liave  already  given  a  liberal  and  worthy 
eKample  (vhich  bis  Majesty  doth  take  in  very  gracious  part),  ao 
his  pleaauffl  is,  and  we  do  accordingly  hereby  authorize  and 
require  yoir  lordships,  as  well  to  countenance  and  assist  the 
service  by  ;our  best  means,  in  your  next  cireuits,  in  the  sevei'al 
counties  whtre  you  hold  general  assizes,  as  also  now  presently  with 
all  convenimt  expedition  to  call  before  you  all  the  ofiicers  and 
attorneys  bdonging  to  any  his  Majesty's  courts  of  justice,  and 
also  all  sucS  others  of  the  houses  and  societies  of  court  or  that 
otherwise  hive  dependence  upon  the  law,  as  are  meet  to  be 
treated  withj  in  this  kind  and  have  not  already  contributed ; 
and  to  movethem  to  join  willingly  in  this  contribution  in  some 
good  measua,  answerable  to  that  yourselves  and  others  have 
done  before,  according  to  their  means  and  fortunes ;  wherein 
his  Majesty  (oubteth  not,  but  beside  the  interest  of  his  children 
and  his  own  crown  and  dignity,  the  religion  professed  by  his 
Majesty  anil  iappily  flourishing  under  him  within  this  kingdom 
(having  a  grat  part  in  the  success  of  this  business)  will  be 

'  TLis  letter  vsa  sect  'to  the  Justieea  of  the  Courts  at  Westminpter 
and  to  the  BaroB  of  the  Eiehaquer,'  and  letters  to  the  aame  effect  to  tiiB 
Bheriffa,  the  JnsiceB  of  the  Peace,  Sec. 


yGoosle 


360  James  I.  [1622. 

a  f-pecial  motive  to  incite  aud  jiersuade  them  tLereunto.  Never- 
theless, if  any  person  shall,  out  of  obstinacy  or  diaaffectio^i, 
refuse  to  contribute  herein  proportionahly  to  their  estates  and 
means,  you  are  to  certify  their  names  unto  this  board. 

And  60  recommending  this  service  to  your  best  care  tnd 
endeavour,  and  praying  you  to  return  unto  us  notes  of  the 
names  of  such  as  shall  contribute  and  of  the  sums  offered  by 
them,  we  hid  [&c.].  ^mkvioiih,  vcd,  I.  f.  60. 

[Similar  letters  were  sent  to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
and  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  Lord  Keeper,  for  circulation  among 
the  bishops,  and  were  circuiated  with  the  following  addiion.] 

Tour  Lordship  by  these  letters  may  see  how  far  it  coiceraeth 
his  Majesty  in  honour  and  the  realm  in  safety,  that  tie  patri- 
mony of  the  King's  children  should  be  recovered  again  by  force 
of  war,  since  it  cannot  be  obtained  by  treaty  .  .  .  We  therefore^ 
who  upon  the  receipt  of  these  his  Majesty's  letters  have  met 
together  and  duly  considered  what  was  most  cou'enlent  to 
he  done,  have  resolved  that  3s.  lod!.  in  tie  pound  s  as  little 
as  we  can  possibly  offer  towards  so  great  an  entffprise,  jet 
hoping  that  such  as  be  of  ability  will  exceed  the  ame.  Tou 
shall  therefore  do  well  by  all  forcible  reason,  drawi  from  the 
defence  of  rehgion  and  justice,  to  incite  all  your  ctrgy  ...  as 
also  the  lecturers  and  licensed  schoolmasters  vithin  your 
diocese,  that  with  all  readiness  they  do  coniiibute  bwards  tliis 
noble  action.  Aud  whereas  there  be  divers  comnendataries, 
dignitaries,  prebendaries  and  donhle-beuefioed  mei  that  have 
livings  in  several  dioceses,  we  hold  it  fit  that  fir  every  one 
of  these  within  your  Lordship's  diocese  the  conributioa  be 
rateable,  so  that  the  monies  in  such  sort  to  be  gven  may  be 
brought  to  London  by  the  loth  day  of  March  nest,  to  be 
delivered  to  the  hands  of  such  receivers  as  for  hat  purpose 
shall  be  appointed.  And  to  the  end  that  true  mtice  may  be 
taken  of  such  as  are  best  disposed  to  this  so  gad  a  service, 
we  espect  that  your  Lordship  send  up  to  the  /rehbishop  of 
Oantirbury  the  several  auras  and  names  of  al  those  who 
contribute ;  and  lastly  .  ,  .  that  you  cause  the  prachers  within 
your  diocese  in  a  grave  and  disci-eet  fashion  to  excte  the  people 
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that,  when  occasion  shall  serve,  they  do  estend  their  liberalities 
to  so  Christian  and  worthy  an  enterprise  .  .  . 
From  Lamheth,  21  Jauusiii,  i6zi. 

Gr,  Cant  II AE. 
Jo.  Lincoln.  C,  S. 
[sjid  twelve  other  hiahops.] 
Cardvetl,  DociHa.  Annalt,  vol.  II.  p.  141. 


IV.—yUDICA  TV  RE. 
1.  Commission  op  Oyeb  aud  Terminer,  1607. 

Jacobus  dei  gratia  Angliae,  Scotiae,  Franciae  et  Hiberniae 
Eex,  fidei  defensor,  etc.,  praedilecto  et  fideU  constliario  suo 
Thomae  domino  EDesmere  Cancellario  sue  Angliae,  ac  cariseimis 
consanguineis  et  consiliariis  suisThoraae  Comiti  Dorset  Thesan- 
rario  suo  Angliae,  Carolo  iComiti  Nottingham  magno  Admirallo 
Buo  Angliae,  ao  etiam  carissimis  consaugaineis  suis  Henrico 
Comiti  Kaaciae,  Eoberto  Comiti  Sussexiae,  ac  cariasimo  con- 
sanguineoet  consiliario  euo  Roberto  Comiti  Salisbury  principal! 
Secretario  suo,  necnoii  praedilectis  et  fidelibua  suis  Thomae 
domino  Delaware,  Edwardo  domino  Morley,  Jolianui  domiiio 
Lumley,  Eoberto  domino  Kiche,  Johanni  domino  de  Hunsdon, 
Joiianni  domino  Petre,ac  dilectis  et  fidelibus  suis  JacoboAltham 
militi  imi  Earonum  Scaecarii  sui,  Johanni  Groke  militi  uni 
servientium  suorum  ad  legem,  Edwardo  Fenner  militi  uni 
Justiciariorum  suanimad  placita  coram  nobis  tenenda  assigiiato, 
Eioardo  Lewkenor  militi  Justiciario  suo  Cestriae,  Edwardo  Carie 
militi  niagistro  jocalium  suorum  [also  to  thirty-two  knights 
(including  the  Attorney  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  a  Master  in 
Chancery,  and  a  Serjeant  at  Law)  and  eleven  Esquires],  salutem. 

Sciatis  quod  assignayimus  vos  et  tres  veetrum  quorum  aliquem 
vestrum  vos  praefate  Jacobs  Altham  et  Johannes  Croke  unum 
esse  volumus,  Justiciaries  nostros  ad  inquirendum  per  sacra- 
mentum  proborum  et  legalium  hominum  de  comitatibus  nosttis 
Kanciae,  Su^sexiae,  Suneiae,  Hertfordiae  et  Essexiae  ac  in 
comitatu  civitatis  Cantuaiiae  et  eorum  quoUbet,  ao  aliis  viis 
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modis  et  niediia  quibus  melius  sciveiitis  aut  poteritis,  tam  infra 
libertates  quam  extra,  per  qaos  rei  Veritas  melius  sciri  poterit 
et  inquiri,  de  quibuacanque  proditionibus,  mispriaionibus,  pro 
ditonim'  iusurrectionibua,  rebellionibua,  murdris,  feloniis,  homi- 
cidiis,  interfectionibuE,  burgulariis,  raptibus  mulierum,  congre- 
gationibus  et  coaTenticulia  illicitis,  verborum  prolationibus, 
coadunationibas,  miapriaionibua,  confederationibus,  falsja  alle- 
ganciia,  franagiesEionibiia,  riolia,  routis,  retentionibua,  escapiia, 
contemptibuB,  fabltatibua,  negljgentiis,  coiicel  amentia,  manu- 
tencnciis,  oppressionibos,  cambiparfiis,  deceptionibus  efc  aJiia 
malefactis,  offensis  et  ininriis  quibuscunque,  necnon  accessariis 
eorumdem  infra  coniitatuB  et  clTitatem  praedictos  aut  eormn 
aliquem,  tam  infra  libertatea  quam  extra,  per  quoscunque  et 
qualiterounque  iiabita,  facta,  perpetrata  aive  commissa,  et  per 
quos  vel  per  quem,  cui  vel  qnibus,  quando,  qualiter  et  quomodo, 
ac  de  aliis  articalis  et  circumstantils  premisaa  et  eorum  quodlibet 
sive  eorum  aliquoa  vel  aliqna  qnalitercunque  concerneutibas, 
plenius  veritatem ;  et  ad  easdem  proditionea  et  alia  praemisaa 
(hac  vice)  audiendum  et  terminandutn  secundum  legem  et 
consnetudinem  regni  noatri  Aiigliae.  Et  ideo  vobia  mandamus 
quod,  ad  certos  dies  et  loca  quos  voa  vcl  ties  vestrum  quonim 
[etc.  as  before]  ad  hoc  provideritis,  diligenter  super  praemissis 
faciatis  inquiaitiones,  et  praemissa  omnia  et  singula  audiatis  et 
teiminetis,  ac  ea  faciatis  et  expleatjs  in  forma  praedicta,  facturi 
inde  quod  ad  justiciam  pertinet  secundum  legem  et  consue- 
tudinem  regni  nostri  Angliae ;  aalvis  nobis  amerciamentia  et 
aliis  ad  nos  inde  spectantibns.  Mandavimus  enim  vicecomitibus 
nostris  comitatuum  et  civitatis  praedictorum,  quod,  ad  certoa 
dies  et  loca,  quos  vos  vel  tres  vestrum  quorum  [etc.  as  before] 
eis  scire  feceritis,  venire  facioiit  coram  vobia  vel  tvibus  vestrum 
quorum  [etc.  as  before]  tot  et  tales  probos  et  legales  homines 
de  ballivia  sina,  tam  infra  libertates  qnam  extra,  per  quos  rei 
Veritas  in  praemissis  melius  sciri  poterit  et  inquiri.  In  cujus 
rei,  etc.  Teste  me  ipso  apud  Westm.  vicesimo  die  Februarii 
anno  regni  nostri  Angliae,  Franciae  et  Hibemiae  quarto  et 
Scotiae  quadragesimo. 

Fat.  Soil,  4  Jac.  I,  part  1'', 

•  *  prodidoBum '  in  the  roll. 
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2.  Commission  op  Gaol- deli vehy,  1607. 

Jacobus,  Dei  gratia,  etc.  dilectis  et  fidelibus  suis  Jaoobo 
Alttam  militi  uni  Baronum  scaccarii  sui,  Jolianui  Croke  milili 
uni  servientium  suorum  ad  legem,  Hecrioo  Glascock,  Johaimi 
Sorreil,  Jobanni  Meade  et  Edwardo  Eowiands  salutem.  Sciatis 
quod  coustituimua  vos,  quinque,  quatuor,  tres  et  duos  vestrum, 
quorum  aliquem  vestrum  vos,  praefate  Jacobe  Altham  et 
Jobarmes  Croke,  unum  esse  volumua,  justiciarios  nostros  ad 
gaolam  nostram  castri  Bostri  Cantuariensis  neenon  ad  gaolam 
costram  de  Maidstone  de  prisonibua  in  eisdem  existentibus  de- 
liberandaTn.  Et  ideo  vobis  maDdamus  quod  ad  certum  diem 
quern  vos  [etc,  as  before]  ad  hoc  provideritis  conveniuiia  apud 
Eoffen.  ad  gaolas  illaa  deliberandaa,  facturi  inde  quod  ad 
justiciam  pertinefc,  secundum  legem  et  consuetudinem  regni 
nostri  Angliae ;  salvia  nobis  amerciamectis  et  aliis  ad.  nos  inde 
spectantibua,  Mandavimua  enim  vicecomiti  BOstro  Kanciae 
quod,  ad  certum  diem  quem  vos  [etc.  as  before]  ei  scire  feceritis, 
cranes  prisonea  earunidem  gaolarum  et  eorum  attacbiamenta 
coram  vobis  [etc.  as  before]  ibidem  venire  faciat. 

In  cujus  rei  etc.  Teste  rege  apud  Westm.  yioesimo  die 
Februarii,  anno  regni  sui  quarto  et  quadragesimo. 

Pat.  Sell,  4  Jac.  I,  part  l^. 

3.  InSTHUCTIOHS   for  the   PeESIBENT  AKD   COUKCIL   OF  THE 
NOBTH,  1603, 

Instructions  for  our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  Edmond 
Lord  SbefEield,  President  of  our  Council  in  the  north  parts  and 
Knight  of  our  Order  of  tbe  Garter,  and  for  all  other  hereafter 
named  being  appointed  by  us  to  be  of  the  said  Council,  to  be 
observed  by  them  according  as  the  same  be  hereafter  declared- 
Given  the  2  and  of  July  in  tbe  year  of  [our]  reign  of  England, 
France  and  Ireland  the  first  and  of  Scotland  the  sis  and 
thirtieth. 

I.  First,  we  desiring  the  quiet  government  of  our  people  and 
Eubjecifl  of  the  north  parta  of  this  our  realm  of  Ecgland,  and 
for  the  good  and  speedy  administration  of  justice  to  be  there 
had  between  party  and  party,  and  intending  to  continue  in  the 
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same  parts  our  right  Lonourable  Council  called  our  Council  in 
the  North,  and  we  knowing  the  approved  wisdom  and  esperience 
oE  you  our  right  trusty  and  well-beloved  Edmond  Lord  Sheffield, 
and  upon  divers  other  considerations  moving  us  at  this  present 
time  to  have  your  service  in  those  north  parts  with  your  earnest 
and  assured  afFection  to  the  execution  of  justice,  have  appointed 
yon  to  be  Lord  President  of  the  said  Council,  with  power  and 
authority  to  call  together  all  auch  persons  as  be  appointed  to 
he  of  the  said  Council  at  all  times  when  you  shall  think  ex- 
pedient, and  otherwise  by  your  letters  to  appoint  them  to  do 
auch  tilings  for  the  furtherance  of  justice  and  for  the  pumali- 
ment  of  evil  doers  as  by  the  advice  of  such  of  the  said  Council 
as  then  shall  be  present  with  yourself  &ha!l  be  thougiit  meet  for 
tie  furtherance  of  our  causes  and  for  the  due  administration  of 
justice  between  oniselves  [and  others]. 

II   Fu  ther,  that  all  due  care  and  good  means  may  be  tad 

f      th      d  ancement  of  God's  true  religion  and  service  in  those 

J     t    w    do  require  you  upon  conference  with  the  rest  to  take 

d  and    peedy  order  that  every  bishop,  arciideacon  or  other 

mm  y  or  official  in  his  particular  jurisdiction  do  in  their 
s         1        tations  by  oath  of  side-men  take  presentment  of  the 

ml        f  recusants  and  truly  certify  them  to  you  our  President 

d  C  un   1,  and  in  like  manner  we  would  that  the  justices  of 

h  uld  give  charge  to  the  justices  of  the  peace  themselves 

t    raak       quiiy  and  presentment  of  the  said  recusants  and  to 

rt  f J  tl  e  number  of  them  as  they  shall  have  knowledge  of 
tl  m  ALo  that  no  person  committed  or  enjoined  to  punish- 
m    t  bj  authority  of  the  High  Commission  be  discharged  but 

tl  t  of  all  such  of  the  commissioners  as  were  present 

n    nt  ng  to  their  commitment  or  punishment  or  with  [con- 

nt  f]  the  greatest  number,  and  upon  good  assurance  for 
payment  to  be  given  of  such  sums  as  are  imposed  upon  them. 

III.  Lastly,  that  every  six  months  there  be  due  eertilicates 
retnriied  into  our  exchequer  of  all  bonds  forfeited  and  of  ail 
fines  imposed,  and  this  return  to  be  under  the  hands  of  six  of 
the  commissioners,  whereof  two  of  them  to  be  some  of  her 
Council  there  bound  to  attendance. 

IV.  We  must  especially  remember  you  that,  where  the 
authority  which  we  have  given  to  you  and  that  council  for 
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tearing  and  determining  canac^  of  nustice  letwepii  p'»rt>  and 
pirty  had  his  orig  ual  institution  to  ease  our  loving  subjects 
frcm  charge  and  toil  of  coming  up  to  oui  courts  of  justice  at 
■Westminster  you  will  take  good  care  according  to  the  trust 
^vhlch  we  have  reposed  in  your  mte^titj  and  ujoii  ju'Jtnef.a  of 
c  nsc  ence  liy  all  metns  to  give  them  sfteedy  despatch  without 
driving  them  to  needless  attendance  and  also  to  take  go  d  heed 
that  no  such  causes  m\j  be  retained  there  whi  h  aie  not  fit  foi 
that  place,  nor  anj  man  be  there  protected  under  favour  ot 
partiality  to  the  prejudice  or  injury  of  any  other. 

V.  And  further  we  do  give  unto  you  tlie  said  Lord  P.  a  voice 
negative  in  all  counsels,  and  yet  not  doubting  but  that  all 
things  shall  be  debated  at  good  length  for  the  understanding  of 
the  perfect  truth ;  .  .  .  and  yet  nevertheless,  because  in  consulta- 
tions authority  should  not  prejudice  the  wisdom  of  others,  we 
mean  and  i-o  doubt  not  but  that  you  our  President  would  [take 
care]  that  your  negative  voice  in  counsel  should  not  take  place 
except  some  one  of  the  councillors  which  be  appointed  to  daily 
attendance  and  have  fees  therefore  allowed  shall  he  of  the  same 
opinion,  or  else  except  some  two  of  the  rest  of  the  councillors 
not  appointed  to  daily  attendance  shall  be  of  the  same  ojiiiiion 
with  you  .  .  . 

VI.  [Lord  President  and  Council  to  show  mutoal  respect  and 
consideration.] 

Til.  And  to  the  intent  that  the  said  Council  thus  established 
for  the  above  said  purposes  may  be  furnished  with  such  numbers 
of  assistants  to  you  the  said  Lord  P.  as  be  of  wisdom,  experience, 
good  gravity  and  truth  meet  to  have  the  names  of  councillors, 
we  . .  .  have  elected  these  persons  whose  names  ensue  hereafter 
to  be  our  councillors  joined  in  the  said  Council  in  the  north 
parts,  that  JB  to  say,  Matthew  Ld.  Archbp.  of  York,  Gilbert 
Earl  of  Shrewsbury)  George  Earl  of  Cumberland,  two  of  the 
Privy  Council  and  Knights  of  our  Order  of  the  Garter,  the 
Bishops  of  Durham  and  Carlisle  for  the  time  being  [and  forty 
others,  including  the  Deans  of  York  and  Durham,  the  two 
Justices  of  Assizes  in  the  north,  and  one  of  the  Barons  of  the 
Exchec[uer.]  And  lest  it  should  seem  that  by  nominating  so 
many  to  be  of  our  Council  there  the  authority  of  those  who  are 
of  our  Council  in  ordinary  and  have  fee  of  us  for  their  attend- 
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!  {being  persons  learned  in  the  laws)  should  be  too  much 
1  their  service  with  you  in  Council,  our  pleasure 
therefore  is  that  in  the  sittings  and  meetings  in  Council  they 
who  have  fee  of  ua  shall  he  placed  nest  unto  Barons  and  Uarons' 
sons  and  before  all  others. 

Vni.  And  we  do  appoint  the  said  John  Herbert  knight  to 
be  the  secretary  of  the  said  Council,  and  the  said  John  Feme 
to  exercise  the  place  of  secretary  there  in  the  absence  of  the 
said  John  Herbert,  and  to  keep  our  signet  with  the  said 
Council .  .  . 

IX.  And  our  pJeasare  is  that  the  said  ]Jord  P.  and  two  of  the 
Council  bound  to  continual  attendance,  besides  the  secretary  of 
the  said  Council,  shall  be  sworn  and  be  Masters  of  the  Chancery, 
that  they  may  take  recognizance  for  the  peace,  for  appearances 
and  performance  of  orders  [&o,]  and  otherwise  as  shall  be 
tijought  convenient  by  the  Lord  P,  or  Vice-President  ,  .  . 

X.  [Councillors  to  be  diligent  and  impartial  in  the  executing 
of  their  commission.] 

XI.  And  forsomuch  as  it  shall  be  very  chargeable  to  divers  of 
the  said  commission  if  they  should  continually  attend  upon  the 
Lord  P.  and  Council, ...  we  therefore  ordain  that  the  Lord 
Archbp.  of  York,  the  Earls  of  Shrewsbury  and  Cumberland, 
the  Bishops  of  Dm-ham  and  Carlisle  [and  thirty-four  others 
named]  shall  not  be  bound  to  continual  attendance,  but  to  go 
and  come  at  their  pleasures  unless  they  be  required  by  the  said 
Lord  P.  to  remain  with  him  for  a  time  for  some  great  and 
weighty  causes  which  they  shall  then  accomplish,  and  yet  it 
shall  be  well  done  for  the  said  Lord  P.  upon  a  general  confer- 
ence at  the  end  of  every  sessions  to  limit  certain  times,  places 
and  numbers  of  the  said  councillors  not  bound  to  continue 
attendance  to  attend  in  such  sort  and  manner  as  the  place  of 
Council  may  he  at  all  meet  times  furnished  and  yet  with  the 
least  discommodity  to  the  said  councillors, .  .  .  reserving  never- 
theless special  authority  to  the  Lord  P.  to  send  for  any  of  them 
whensoever  be  shall  think  meet. 

Xn.  And  because  it  shall  be  convenient  that  a  number  shall 
be  continually  abiding  with  the  Lord  P.  with  whom  he  may 
consult  and  commit  the  charge  in  hearing  of  such  matters  as 
shall  be  exhibited  unto  them  for  the  more  espeditlon  of  the 
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same,  we  do  cHefly  ordain  ttat  Sir  Edward  Stanhope,  Sir 
Thomas  Hesketh,  Charles  Hales,  Saiuuei  Bevereoata  and  Jolin 
Ferae  shall  give  their  attendance  upon  the  said  Lord  P.  con- 
tianally,  or  at  the  least  one  of  them  with  the  secretary,  and  that 
none  of  tliem  appointed  to  continual  attendance  with  the  said 
Lord  P.  shall  part  at  any  time  from  him  without  his  special 
licence  and  the  same  not  to  exceed  sii  weeks  at  one  season, 
without  great  sickness  or  otherni^ent  cause  :  and  if  any  of  them 
shall  not  conveniently  for  their  own  private  affairs  be  able  to 
attend  as  the  said  Lord  P.  shall  require  them,  the  fee  of  such 
person  shall  be  defalked  and  allowed  to  some  other  of  the 
Council  which  shall  be  thought  meet  and  shall  attend  at  the 
appointment  of  the  said  Lord  P.  and  the  rest  of  the  Council 
which  be  bound  to  attendance. 

XIIL  [Of  the  sum  of  £1000  a  year  with  other  allowances 
for  the  diet  of  the  Lord  President  and  Council ;  of  the  steward 
of  the  Lord  President's  household,  &c.]  .  . .  And  because  we 
mean  that  this  allowance  shall  be  both  for  our  honour  and 
service  well  employed  we  would  that  the  Lord  P.  should  keep 
house  either  at  York  or  some  other  meet  place  nigh  thereunto, 
and  at  Newcastle  or  Carlisle  or  other  place  in  the  north  beyond 
the  city  of  York  when  time  shall  require  .  . . 

XIV.  [Of  the  salaries  of  councillors  bound  ta  continue  in 
attendance,  &c.] 

XV.  [Of  the  Serjeant  at  anna.] 

XVI.  [Salaries  and  stipend  for  the  Lord  P.'s  household  to  be 
paid  half  yearly  from  the  revenues  of  royal  lands  in  the  north 
parts.] 

XVH.  And  t«  furnish  the  said  Lord  P.  and  Council  in  all 
things  with  authority  sufficient  to  execute  justice  as  well  in 
causes  criminal  aa  in  matters  of  controversy  between  party  and 
party,  we  have  commanded  and  appointed  two  commissions  to 
be  made  out  under  our  great  seal  of  England  by  virtue  whereof 
they  shall  have  power  in  either  case  to  proceed  as  the  matters 
oecurrent  shall  appear  and  require. 

XVIII.  And  further  we  give  full  power  to  the  said  Lord  P. 
and  Council  as  well  to  punish  such  persons  as  ia  anything  shall 
neglect,  contemn  or  disobey  their  commandments  or  the  process 
directed  from  them,  as  all  other  tliat  shall  speak  seditious  words, 
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r  commit  sucli  like  offences  either  against  us, 
the  Queen  our  wife,  the  Prince  or  any  other  of  our  children  or 
any  of  the  nobility  of  our  realm  or  any  placed  by  us  in  oar  Privy 
Council  or  in  that  Council  there  (not  being  treason),  whereof  any 
inconvenience  might  grow,  hy  pillory,  cutting  off  their  ears, 
wearing  of  papers,  imprisonment  and  fine  and  otherwise  at 
their  discretiona,  foreaeeing  that  when  certain  punishments  be 
limited  by  laws  and  statutes  that  the  same  be  followed. 

XIX.  And  the  Iiord  P,  or  V.  P.  may  appoint  counsellors, 
attorneys  and  process  for  any  poor  person  so  as  their  cause 
may  proceed  without  their  charge, 

XX.  And  we  give  full  power  unto  the  said  Lord  P.  and 
Council  being  with  him  or  four  of  them  at  the  least,  whereof 
the  Lord  P.,  Sir  John  Herbert,  the  two  Justices  of  Assize  for  the 
time  being,  Sir  Ed.  Stanhope,  Sir  Tho.  Hesketh,  Charles  Hales, 
Samuel  Bevercoats  or  John  Feme  to  be  two,  with  the  Lord  P. 
or  V.  P,  to  assess  fines  of  all  peraons  that  shall  be  lawfully 
convicted  or  indicted  for  any  riot  (how  many  eoever  they  be  in 
immber)  or  other  offence  before  them,  unless  the  matter  of  euoh 
riot  or  offence  shall  be  thought  to  them  of  Buch  importance  as 
the  same  shall  seem  meet  to  be  signified  unto  us  to  be  punished 
in  such  sort  by  the  order  of  the  Privy  Council  attendant  upon 
our  person  as  the  same  may  be  noted  for  an  example  to  others. 

XXI.  And  we  give  full  power  and  authority  to  the  said 
Lord  P.  and  Council  or  to  three  of  them  at  the  least,  whereof  the 
Lord  P.  always  to  be  one  or  [the]  V.  P.  and  one  other  bounden 
to  continual  attendance  to  be  two,  to  award  and  assess  costs 
and  damages  as  well  to  the  plaintiffs  as  to  the  defendants  by  their 
discretions,  and  also  to  award  execution  of  their  decrees  and 
orders  and  to  punish  the  breakers  thereof  being  parties  to  the 
same  according  to  their  discretions  as  heretofore  hath  been 
used ;  all  which  decrees  and  orders  the  secretary  sliall  be  bound 
incontinently  upon  the  promulgation  of  the  same  to  write  or 
cause  to  be  written  in  one  fair  book  which  shall  remain  in  the 
hands  and  custody  of  the  said  Lord  P.  at  some  convenient  place 
at  York,  in  such  sort  as  the  same  may  be  at  all  times  well  kept 
and  preserved  under  lock  and  key  .  .  . 

XXII.  [Of  the  fees  payable  for  recognizances,  decrees,  attach- 
ments and  other  processes.] 
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XXTTT,  [Of  the  appointment  of  an  examiner  or  examiners  of 
witnesses  and  tlie  fees  payable  to  the  same.] 

SXIV  And  for  the  more  ceitm  and  brief  determinatic n 
of  matters  in  those  parts  we  dt  by  these  pre  ents  ordaia 
tie  Slid  Lord  P  and  Coun1.1l  hall  keep  fuur  K^nciai  sittings 
or  seafaions  in  tlie  year  the  same  to  be  kept  in  such  place 
and  placc'i  and  at  such  nd  ftr  so  long  time  as  the  said 
Lord  P  for  the  time  being  and  two  of  the  attendmti  shall 
think  meet  the  number  rf  cauie=  cmsideitd  and  other  jre  ent 
occasions  respected  except  they  'shJI  be  otlieiwise  especially 
commai  ded 

XXV  And  forasmuch  as  a  sreat  number  of  our  tenants  and 
faimpr"*  haye  been  heietufore  letamed  witli  sundij  peisons  by 
nay  [of]  livery  badge  or  eof^nizance  b\  reason  whereof  when 
we  should  hue  had  then  seivice  they  nere  rather  it  command 
ment  of  other  men  than  (according  to  their  duty  of  allegiance) 
to  us  of  whom  they  have  their  living,  our  pleasure  and  express 
commandment  is  that  none  of  the  said  Council  or  others  shall 
by  any  means  retain  or  entertaiu  any  of  onr  tenants  or  farmers, 
of  what  degree  soever  the  same  be,  in  such  sort  as  they  or  any 
of  them  shall  account  themselves  bound  to  do  him  or  them  any 
other  service  than  as  to  our  officers  having  office  or  being 
appointed  in  service  there,  unless  the  eaid  farmers  and  tenants 
shall  be  continually  attendant  and  uprising  and  downlying  in 
the  house  of  him  that  shall  so  retain  them  :  and  the  said  Lord 
P.  and  Council  shall  in  every  general  sitting  give  special  notice 
and  charge  that  no  nobleman  or  other  shall  retain  any  of  the 
eaid  tenants  or  farmers  otherwise  than  is  aforesaid,  charging  all 
the  said  fanners  and  tenants,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  their 
farms  and  holds  and  incurring  our  further  displeasure  and 
indignation,  in  no  wise  to  agree  to  any  retainer  otherwise  than 
is  aforesaid,  but  wholly  to  depend  upon  us  and  upon  such  as  we 
have  or  shall  appoint  to  be  our  officers,  rulers  and  directors  of 
them  :  and  for  the  better  execntion  hereof  the  said  Lord  P.  and 
Council  shall  first  provide  to  be  clear  of  this  crime  themselves 
and  cause  inquisition  to  be  made  and  verdicts  to  be  taken 
thereof  or  otherwise  information  to  be  made  by  our  attorney, 
and  upon  due  examination  thereof  the  offenders  to  be  duly 
punished  as  the  cause  shall  require,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
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Lord  P.  or  V.  P.  and  two  of  the  Council  bounden  to  continual 
attendance. 

XXVI.  And  our  further  pleasure  is  that  in  every  such  sitting 
and  in  all  places  where  the  said  Lord  P.  and  Council  shall  have 
any  notable  assembly  before  them  they  shall  give  straight  charge 
and  comiuaudinent  to  the  people  to  conform  themselves  in  all 
things  to  the  observation  of  such  laws,  ordinances  and  deter- 
minations as  be  or  shall  be  made  .  ,  .  by  us  or  our  Privy 
Cooacil  [or]  our  Commissioners  for  Causes  Ecclesiastical  or  by 
order  of  our  Parliament,  touching  religion  and  the  Divine  Sei-vice 
set  forth  ;  and  for  good  and  due  execution  thereof  they  shall  be 
aiding  and  assisting  to  the  Archbishop  of  York,  the  other  bishops 
and  ecclesiastical  ministers  within  every  their  jurisdiction. 

XXVII.  Also  our  express  pleasure  and  commandment  is  that 
the  President  and  Council  with  all  their  policies  .  .  .  shall 
endeavour  to  repress  all  Popish  priests,  seminary  priests  and 
other  seducers  of  our  subjects,  and  shall  within  the  limits  of 
their  authority  give  warrant  and  direction  under  our  signet 
there  for  the  search  of  any  house  or  places  where  any  such 
persons  shall  be  suspected  to  be  received  or  remain  or  abide, 
and  also  shall  in  their  gaol-delivery  before  them  to  be  held  put 
in  execution  witii  all  severity  [the]  laws  made  and  ordained 
against  priests,  seminaries  and  their  receivers  .  ,  ,  and  against 
recusants :  and  for  a  better  discovery  shall  call  before  them  all 
such  persons  as  shall  be  suspected  to  have  contracted  clan- 
destine and  secret  marriage  by  Popish  priests  or  secretly  and 
unlawfiilly  to  have  baptised  their  children  after  the  Popish 
manner,  and  their  offences  (not  being  treason  or  felony)  in  their 
sessions  and  sittings,  after  due  proof  hereof  had  by  examination 
of  witneSBCB  or  other  means,  to  punish  by  fine  and  imprisonment 
at  their  discretions ;  and  also  shall  in  their  sessions  and  sittings, 
upon  information  and  complaint  unto  them  made,  by  examination 
of  witnesses  or  other  good  proof  according  to  their  discretions, 
hear  and  determine  and  punish  severely  all  disorders  and  con- 
tempts made  pf  any  warrants  and  directions  given  for  the 
searching  out  and  apprehending  of  auch  seducers  or  offenders 
and  their  receivers,  aiders  and  maintainei^. 

XXVIII.  Further  onr  pleasure  is  that  the  said  Lord  P.  and 
Council  shall  from  time  to  time  make  diligent  and  effectual 
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inquisition  of  the  wrongful  taking  in  of  commons  and  other 
grounda  and  the  decay  of  tillage  and  of  towns  or  houses  of 
husbandry  contrary  to  the  laws,  and  of  all  offences  against  one 
Act  entitled  an  Act  against  the  decaying  of  towns  and  houses 
of  husbandry  and  against  one  Act  entitled  an  Act  for  the  main- 
tenance of  husbandry  and  tillage  made  in  the  39th  year  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  [39  &  40  Eliz.  I  and  a]  ;  and  leaving  all  i-espects 
and  affections  apart  they  shall  take  such  order  for  redress  of 
enormities  used  in  the  same  as  the  poor  people  be  not  oppressed 
and  forced,  to  go  begging,  hut  that  they  may  live  after  their 
good  sorts  and  qualities :  and  for  the  better  execution  hereof 
they  shall  (if  they  find  any  notorious  malefactor  in  this  behalf 
of  any  great  wealth)  cause  the  extremity  of  the  law  to  be  executed 
against  him  publicly,  that  the  example  of  some  notable  punish- 
ment may  make  others  afraid  to  do  the  like ;  and  jet  in  this 
process  such  discretion  must  be  used  as  the  common  disordered 
people  do  not  thereby  take  any  courage  Ui  meddle  therein  by 
any  violence  of  themselves,  hut  to  expect  the  redress  of  our 
authority  and  laws. 

XXIX.  And  if  it  shall  happen  that  the  Lord  P.  and  Council 
shall  vary  in  opinion  for  the  law  or  for  any  order  to  be  taken  in 
the  matter  or  fact  before  them,  if  the  matter  or  case  touch  or 
concern  the  law  then  the  opinion  of  the  greater  or  more  part  of 
the  number  of  councillors  appointed  to  continual  attendance 
being  there  present  shall  take  place  and  determine  the  doubt : 
and  if  there  be  on  both  parts  an  equal  like  number  of  coun- 
cillors bound  to  continue  in  attendance,  then  that  part  wbere- 
nnto  the  Lord  P.  or  V.  P.  ia  bis  absence  shall  agree  shall  be 
followed  and  take  place  ;  and  if  the  case  and  matter  he  of 
importance  and  the  question  and  doubt  be  of  the  law,  then  the 
Lord  P.  and  Council  shall  signify  the  cause  and  matter  to  the 
justices  of  asBiEe  or  to  the  judges  sitting  at  Westminster,  who 
eiali  with  diligence  advertise  them  again  of  their  opinions 
therein ;  and  if  the  matter  he  of  great  importance  and  not 
a  question  of  the  law,  and  order  [he]  necessary  to  be  taken  upon 
the  fact,  then  the  said  Lord  P.  and  Council  shall  in  that  case 
advertise  us  or  our  Privy  Council  attendant  upon  our  person  of 
the  same,  whereupon  they  shall  have  knowledge  ^ain  how  to 
use  themselves  in  that  behalf. 
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XXX.  And  the  eaid  Lord  P.  and  Council  shall  have  power 
and  autho]  ity  upon  complaint  of  spoil  extortions  and  oppressions 
or  violent  and  unlawful  expulsions  to  examine  the  same  speedily 
and  shall  take  oider  that  the  party  grieved  may  have  due  and 
nndelayed  remedy  and  restitution,  and  for  want  of  ahility  in 
the  offenders  therein  they  may  be  punished  otherwise  corporally 
to  the  example  of  others. 

XXSI.  And  if  any  man  of  what  degree  soever  he  l>e  shall, 
upon  good,  lawful  and  reasonable  cause  or  matter  so  appearing 
to  tlie  Lord  P,  and  Council,  hy  information  or  otherwise  demand 
surety  of  peace  or  jnstice  against  any  great  lord  or  nobleman  of 
the  country,  the  said  Loid  P.  and  Council  shall  in  that  case 
grant  the  petition  of  the  poorest  man  against  the  richest  or 
against  the  greatest  lord,  being  of  tke  couneil  or  other,  as  they 
shall  grant  the  same  (being  lawfully  asked)  against  men  of  the 
meanest  sort,  and  that  lette  p  f      j       rf      m  y  b 

awarded  upon  bonds  or   re       mzan         f      th     p  g     ^ 

behaviour  as  there  hath  bee  t  m  d 

XXXII.    And   our   pleas  1     th       th  t     f        y  p  rs 

dwelling  or  resiant  within  th    1  m  t     f  tl  g       t 

whom  complaint  shall  bemdf         y      \    t        mlm 
or  other  offence  or  cause,  adthtp  hthb        d       td 

forth  under  our  signet  ther        db        dl         dtth        d 
party  so  offending  for  his  p  1     1 P 

matter,  whereof  good  proof  t    h         d    b  f 
Council,  and  the  said  perso  ff    d    g       1 

process  nor  yet  for  any  att    hm     t   p      1       t 
nor  other  process  of  rehellio    w  II      m         t    n 
absent  himself  or  fly  out  of  th    1  m  t      f  th 
then  the  said  Lord  P.  or  V  P        th         f  tl 
two  of  them  to  he  of  thos    b      d      t  ti 

shall  have  full  power  to  se  d  f  1  w  tt 
process  with  speeial  letters  d  1  g  tt  ff 
of  Ihat  county  where  he  is  fl  d  d  d  th  m 
and  attach  him  ;   and  if  he    h  11  k     p  h  m 

same  county  or  fly  out  of  th  ty 

that  process  cannot  be  served  th        p  t 

thereof  the  Lord  P.  or  V.  P       d  C  1  f 

have  not  only  full  power  t       q      t      tl     p    fit     f  th 
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goods  and  chattels  ,  .  .  but  also  to  proceed  to  the  hearing 
examiaation  and  determinattoa  of  the  said  matter,  .  .  .  asd 
further  to  assess  such  fines  of  the  said  disobedient  person  .  .  . 
as  to  the  discietion  of  the  eaid  Lord  P.  [etc.]  shall  seem 
convenient;  and  after  such  secjuestratiou  our  pleasure  is  that 
there  shall  he  process  of  proclamation  two  genera!  market  days 
in  the  market  town  nest  to  the  eaid  habitation,  to  this  effect : 
that  the  said  offender  or  some  lawfully  authorized  for  him  shall 
the  first  day  of  the  nest  sitting  of  the  said  Council  after  the 
return  of  the  ?aid  spquestrafion  appear  before  the  eaid  Lord  P. 
[etc.]  and  answer  the  matters  agjinst  him,  and  take  order  as 
appeitaineth  for  all  offences  . ,  .  and  amercements,  or  otherwise 
the  profits  of  his  lands  and  goods  to  he  taken  to  our  use  until 
euch  offender  shall  appear  and  submit  himself  -  .  . ;  and  further 
our  pleasure  is  that  after  such  sequestration  the  Lord  P.  [&c.] 
ehall  have  full  power  ...  to  examine  the  matters  complained 
upon,  and  if  they  by  proofs,  witnesses  or  otherwise  can  con- 
veniently come  to  the  knowledge  thereof,  then  to  take  order  and 
to  see  the  plaintiff  satisfied  according  to  justice  .  .  . 

XXXIII.  And  for  so  much  as  it  may  chance  the  Lord  P.  to 
be  sometimes  disabled  that  he  shall  not  be  able  to  travel  for 
the  direction  of  such  matters  as  then  shall  occur,  or  shall  be 
called  to  the  Pailiament  or  otherwise  employed  in  our  affairs . . . ; 
therefore  to  the  intent  that  the  said  Council  may  be . . .  full  and 
perfect,  and  that  there  may  be  at  all  times  in  the  same  one 
peison  to  direct  all  things  in  such  order  and  form  as  the 
Lord  P.  might  do, . . ,  our  pleasure  is  that  when  the  said  Lord  P. 
shall  be  so  diseased,  absented  or  letted  as  aforesaid,  .  .  .  that 
then  he  shall  name  and  appoint  such  a  meet  person  being  of  tlie 
couflcil  as  by  him  the  Lord  P.  shall  be  thought  meet  during  his 
absence;  and  we  during  the  said  time  do  give  unto  tlie  person 
BO  appointed  the  name  of  Vice  President .  , , 

XXXIV.  [Bespect  to  be  shown  to  the  V.  P.  as  to  the 
Lord  P.] 

XXXV.  [Of  the  cancelling  of  recognizances.] 

XXXVI.  "We  also  further  ordain  that  the  said  Lord  P.  or 
V.  P.  and  two  of  the  Council  bound  to  continaal  attendance 
shall,  as  they  see  occasion,  make  process  against  any  disobedient 
person  upon  pain  of  allegiance  and  by  proclamation  of  rebellion 
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in  such  sort  as  is  used  in  our  Court  of  Cliancery,  and  shall  also 
by  imprisonment,  fine,  amercement  or  otherwise  punish  all 
persons  for  coBtempts,  disobediences,  deceits,  giving  of  false 
witness,  wilful  pei^ury,  forging  of  false  deeds,  maiatenance 
and  all  other  misdemeanours  against  our  laws  that  be  committed 
within  the  limits  of  the  aforesaid  coramiBsion,  and  shall  also  by 
fine,  amercements  or  otherwise  punish  all  sheriffs,  majors, 
bailiffs  and  all  other  officers  and  ministers  that  shall  neglect 
their  duties  .  .  . 

XXXVn.  Oar  pleasure  also  is  that  the  said  Lord  P.  [etc.] 
shall  once  every  yewr  or  oftener,  as  need  shall  require,  call  before 
them  the  justices  of  peace  of  the  county  of  York  and  the  city  of 
York,  and  as  they  shall  see  cause  likewise  in  all  other  shires 
■within  their  commission  when  they  shall  sit  in  the  said  shires, 
to  enquire  aad  kaow  of  them  the  state  of  the  countries  and 
matters  amiss  and  meet  to  he  reformed,  and  thereupon  to  take 
order  and  ^ve  charge  to  the  said  justices  for  the  amendment 
and  reformation  of  things  amiss;  .  .  .  and  if  any  notable  offence 
shall  appear  in  any  of  the  said  justices  of  peace,  then  the 
Lord  P.  [&c.]  shall  take  order  by  fine  or  otherwise  for  reforma- 
tion thereof  or  else  certify  the  same  to  our  Council  In  the  Stai'- 
Chamber  and  take  bonds  of  the  offenders  for  their  appearance 
before  the  said  Council  in  the  Star-Chamber. 

XXXVIII.  And  to  the  end  that  ...  the  said  suitora  or  any 
others  whom  our  said  President  or  Council  shall  by  our  process 
call  before  them  may  quietly  have  access  and  attend  our  said 
President  and  Council  for  justice  and  espeditioa  of  their  suits 
.  .  .  without  any  impeachment  or  molestation  by  arrests  from 
any  court  of  any  city,  town  corporate  or  other  inferior  court  or 
jurisdiction  within  the  said  limits  of  the  said  commission 
(which  privileges  are  so  incident  to  our  high  courts  of  justice  at 
Westminster,  that  without  the  same  ia  many  cases  they  cannot 
administer  our  laws  and  give  that  relief  to  our  subjects  that  is 
I'equisite),  therefore  our  pleasure  is  that  all  our  subjects  as  well 
in  making  their  repair  to  our  said  P.  and  council,  either  to 
prosecute  or  defend  any  complaint  or  suit  commenced,  ...  as 
likewise  during  the  time  of  their  necessary  abode  or  stay  about 
the  same  and  in  their  return  home  again,  shall  be  privileged 
and  discliarged  from  all  arrests  by  any  process  or  warrants 
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from  any  of  the  said  inferior  courts  .  .  .  not  being  process  or 
warrants  for  any  treason,  felony  or  of  execution  . ,  . 

XXXIX.  And  we  do  further  order  tliat  John  Jackson,  esquire, 
shall  be  an  attorney  for  that  Council  in  the  north  parts,  and  that 
he  or  any  other  one  attorney  there  for  the  time  being  shall 
prosecute  and.  set  forth  for  us  as  well  by  way  of  inforaiation  as 
by  indictment  before  the  Lord  P.  [&c.]  ...  all  offences  and 
matters  of  treason,  murder,  felony,  riot,  force,  breach  of  peace, 
and  all  other  misdemeanours  or  offences  touching  the  breach  of 
any  other  laws  for  the  good  order  and  quiet  of  those  uorth 
parts,  and  the  said  attorney  shall  procure  forth  process  upon 
information  before  the  said  Council  against  all  such  as  shall 
break  or  forfeit  any  recognizance  or  obligation  taken  by  the 
Lord  P.  [&c.]  or  by  any  sheriff  or  other  officers  for  any  appear- 
ance before  the  taid  Council  or  for  the  peace  or  other  cause  .  .  . 
[the  attorney  to  be  bound  with  two  sureties  to  render  account 
of  all  monies  receiTed]. 

XL.  [Of  the  attorney's  salary.] 

5LI.  [Certificate  of  all  monies  received  by  the  attorney  to 
be  sent  in  yearly  to  the  Privy  Council.] 

XLIL  [The  Lord  P,  &c.  may  order  the  attorney  to  disburse 
money  for  certain  purposes.] 

XLIII.  And  further  our  pleasure  is  that  the  said  Lord  P.  or 
V.  P.  and  council  shall  aid,  help  and  assist  all  the  bishops, 
ordinaries  and  commissioners  for  matters  of  religion  within  the 
limits  and  jurisdiction  of  the  said  Council  as  well  for  the  good 
observation  and  execution  of  all  things  set  forth  in  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer  and  administration  of  the  Sacraments  and 
[in  the]  Injunctions,  as  also  for  the  apprehension,  correction  and 
punishment  of  all  such  persons  as  shall  contemn  or  disobey  the 
same  bishops  [&c.]  :  and  that  the  said  bishops  and  ordinaries  be 
assisted  in  the  pnnisbment  of  snch  as  do  daily  marry  unlawfully 
and  against  the  law  of  God  and  the  realm  and  of  such  other  as 
notoriously  live  and  continue  in  adultery  to  the  slander  and 
infamy  of  God's  people. 

XLIV.  [Lord  P.  and  three  of  the  quorum  may  alter  the  fees 
of  counsellors  and  attorneys  practising  before  them.] 

XLV.  And  further  our  pleasure  is  that  when  any  persons  in 
the  counties  of  Northumberland,  Westmoreland,  Cumberland, 


yGoosle 


376  James  I.  [1003. 

and  the  bishopric  of  Durham,  or  the  towns  of  Newcastle,  Carlisle 
or  Berwick  shall  disobey  any  process  directed  from  our  said 
Council  or  any  their  orders  and  deerees  .  .  .  and  cannot  con- 
veniently be  apprehended  or  taken  by  the  sheriffs  or  their 
officers,  then  the  said  Lord  P.  and  Council  shall  write  letters  or 
direct  process  to  the  Lords  Wardens  of  the  Marches  or  fo  the 
Bishop  of  Durham  or  to  his  officers  or  to  the  chief  officers  of 
the  towns  and  castles  of  Newcastle,  Carlisle  and  Berwick  .  , . 
for  the  apprehension  and  order  of  the  said  pennons  .  .  . 

XLVI    Ad  pi  tl    t  tl     Lord   P.  [&c.]  shall 

dm  1  dff  nhgttlLds  Wardens  of  the 
M  h  f  L  1  d  gai  t  S  th  d  d  all  the  justices  of 
p  th  t        fNlhmbld^  estmoreland,  Cum- 

hld      dDhmtf  thttht  was,  vUIages  and 

tnnb       ttl         Ijd  td  tie  lands  converted 

from  tll^tjast  tL      fm  the  houses  that  tha 

t        t        d  f        rs  tl        f  t  I      bl    to  keep  horses  or 

gId"Bf  Idf  fth     frontiers   there   as 

heretofcre  m  times  ])a=t  they  have  been,  for,  that  being  suffered 
the  frontiers  shall  he  much  depopulated  and  made  weak  ,  where- 
fijie  our  pleaa'ure  i'*  that  the  same  =hall  not  be  permitted  and 
that  jf  any  sulIi  defmlts  have  been  within  forty  jeais  past  the 
same  to  be  amended  and  leformed  with  all  sjeed  and  at  the 
furthest  withm  one  year,  and  the  Council  shall  for  that  puipose 
diiect  forth  commisaions  at  aU  times  convenient,  and  not  leaie 
until  some  reforttiatioji  be  had  according  to  one  statute  made  in 
the  ajrd  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth  [23  Eliz.  4]. 

XLVII.  And  where  in  the  time  of  the  late  Queen  Mary 
a  very  good  law  [2  &  3  P.  &  M.  i.  §  i]  was  established  by  Act 
of  Parliament  for  the  enclosure  of  divers  grounds  nigh  the 
frontiers,  we  charge  the  said  Lord  P.  and  the  whole  council  . . . 
to  consult  and  determine  by  some  good  means  how  the  same 
might  be  put  in  speedy  execution  .  ,  . 

XLVIIL  Also  whereas  we  perceive  that  this  present  mild- 
ness and  favour  doth  ranch  bolden  the  evil  disposed,  we  earnestly 
require  the  said  Lord  P.  [&C.J  for  some  convenient  season  from 
henceforth  to  use  entire  direct  severity  against  notable  offenders 
and  to  punish  them  without  long  delay,  not  only  by  pain  of 
body  and  imprisonment  but  also  by  good  fines  and  amerce- 
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laents  Bo  as  the  opinion  or  report  of  severity  in  the  beginniug 
may  work  that  hy  force  which  is  and  hath  been  long  seen  will 
uot  be  obtained  by  favours  and  gentleness,  as  by  good  esperience 
of  the  like  in  the  parts  of  Wales  much  good  and  quiet  hath 
there  ensued  and  contrariwise  much  hurt  hath  thereof  in  those 
parte  followed. 

XLIX '.  Finally  consideiing  that  divers  ill-affected  persons 
have  withdrawn  themselves  from  their  obedience  and  without 
license  and  contrary  to  the  duties  of  their  allegiance  fled  out  of 
the  realm  and  have  attempted  divers  things  against  us  and  our 
realm  their  native  country,  we  think  it  convenient  that  it  be 
diligently  considered  by  you  our  said  P.  and  Council  how  and  in 
what  sort  such  occasions  or  any  others  like  thereto  may  be 
avoided  or  prevented,  either  for  devising  of  seeds  of  rebellion  by 
false  tales  or  reports,  or  by  seeking  through  colour  of  rule  and 
offices  or  \fj  unlawful  retaining  of  any  of  our  tenants  or 
subjects  ;  and  to  that  end  we  will  that  you  cause  inquisition  to 
be  made  in  sundry  parts  of  those  north  parts  where  cause  shall 
he  of  unlawful  retaining  of  our  subjects  by  any  persons,  and 
namely  of  them  which  have  so  withdrawn  themselves  or  departed 
our  realm. 

L.  You  shall  do  well  also  to  cause  regard  to  be  had  of  such 
persons  as  at  any  time  have  offended  and  have  received  their 
pardons  in  what  sort  they  do  carry  themselves  for  avoiding  of 
occasions  of  suspect,  who  if  they  live  honestly  and  circumspectly 
are  the  more  to  be  allowed  and  favoured.  Lilte  regard  would 
be  had  to  the  friends  and  servants  of  such  as  have  so  withdiawn 


themselves  or  a 

re  fled  out  of  the  realm  or  that  have  sufferi 
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cillors  ...  our  pleasure  is,  that  you  the  LorJ  P    sliill  oa,u=e 
them  iu  your  presence  to  take  their  said  several  oiths 

LII.  [Proclamation   to   be   made    hy   the    Lord    Mayor   auJ. 
Sliei-iffs  of  York  that  the  above  comraiasiou  has  been  issued  ] 
[Signed]  Eo.  Cecyll. 

Exam,  per  Ed.  Cokj:. 

Concord,  cum  originali, 
Jo.  Fdese. 
State  Papfra  (Doni.)  James  I,  ii.  p.  74. 

4,  Instkuctions  foe  the  Pbesident  and  Coukcil  of 
Wales,  1617. 

Instructions  given  by  our  most  gracious  aovereign  Lord, 
James,  by  the  grace  of  God  King  of  England,  Scotland,  Finance 
and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c,  to  his  right  trusty  and 
right  well  beloved,  Williiim  Lord  Compton,  Lord  President  of 
his  Council  within  his  Majesty's  liomiiiion  and  principality  of 
Wales  acd  marches  of  the  tame,  and  to  all  hereafter  mentioned 
aod  appointed  to  be  of  his  said  Council  . .  . 

Signed  by  his  Majesty  at  Theobald's  the  twelfth  day  of 
November  in  the  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign  of  England,  France 
and  Ireland  the  fifteenth,  and  of  Scotland  the  one-aud-fiftieth, 

1617, 

I.  First,  his  Majesty,  in ueli  desiiing  the  continuance  of  quiet- 
ness and  good  government  of  his  Highnets'  people  aud  subjects 
within  the  said  dominion  and  principality  of  Wales  and  the 
marciies  of  the  same,  by  the  placing  and  continuance  of  a 
President  and  Council  there,  as  heretofore  hath  been  used  for  the 
good  and  indifferent  administration  of  justice  to  his  subjects 
of  those  parts,  and  for  tbe  good  opinion  by  his  Highness  con- 
ceived in  his  right  trusty  and  right  well-heloved  William  Lord 
Compton,  .  .  .  hy  these  presents  doth  appoint  the  said  William 
Lord  Compton  to  be  piesident  of  that  Council  during  his 
Majesty's  will  and  pleahure,  and  therefore  doth  allow  to  him  ov 
to  his  vice-president  for  the  time  being  the  authority  to  call 
together  all  such  as  be  ...  of  the  said  Council  at  all  times  when 
it  shall  be  thought  convenient,  or  otherwise  by  letters  to  appoint 
them  and  erery  of  them  to  do  all  sucii  things  for  the  advance- 
ment of  justice  and  for  the  suppressing  and  punishing  of  male- 
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factors  and  for  the  furthering  of  his  Mnjesfcj'fi  affairs,  accordiug 
to  these  instructions,  aa  shall  be  requisite  or  convenient  . .  . 

II.  And  to  the  intent  the  Lord  President  thus  established 
toay  at  aJI  times  be  furnished  and  assisted  with  a  convenient 
number  of  men  of  understanding,  experience  and  discretion  and 
thought  meet  to  have  the  names  of  his  Majesty's  councillors, 
his  Majesty  upon  grod  advice  and  deliberation  hath  elected 
these  persons  whose  cames  ensue  hereafter  to  be  of-  the  said 
Council  with  the  said  Lord  President:  That  is  to  say.  Sir  Francis 
Bacon,  knight,  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of  England ; 
Thomas,  Ear!  of  Suffolk,  Lord  Treasurer  of  England ;  Edward, 
Earl  of  Worcester,  Lord  Privy  Seal ;  William,  Earl  of  Pembroke, 
Lord  Chamberlain  of  his  Majesty's  household  [and  78  others ']  : 
all  which  councillors  his  Highness  doubteth  not  hut  every 
of  them  will  be  at  all  times  diligent  and  willing  to  do  unto  his 
Majesty  such  service  to  their  uttermost  endeavours  as  shall  he 
to  his  Highness'  contentation  and  to  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  . .  . ;  and  his  Majesty's  pleasure  is  that  every  of  the  said 
councillors  fihall  have  voice  and  place  in  all  sittings  and  councils 
according  as  they  are  befoie  in  these  instructions  named,  saving 
to  the  Chief  Justice  of  Chester  his  place  as  anciently  hath  been 

III.  And  because  it  is  expedient  a  convenient  number  of  the 
said  councillors  both  of  learning  and  experience  be  continually 
resident  at  the  said  Council  for  the  assistance  of  the  Lord 
President  or  Vice-president  for  the  time  being, .  .  .  his  Majesty's 
pleasure  is  .  . .  that  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Chamberlain,  knight. 
Chief  Justice  of  Chester,  Sir  Henry  Townshend*,  knight.  Sir 
Erancis  Ewre",  knight,  and  Nicholas  Overbury',  esquire,  or  three 
of  them  at  the  least  (whereof  the  said  Chief  Justice  of  Chester 
to  he  one)  shall  give  their  continual  attendance  at  the  said 
Council  for  the  whole  terms,  and  two  of  them  at  the  least  for 
the  times  of  the  vacation  between  the  terms  .  .  . ,  saving  for 
such  times  as  any  of  them  shall  ride  their  circuits  in  the  vaca- 
tions between  the  terms  . .  .;  in  consideration  of  which  sei-vice 

'  Tho  list  itiduiles  seven  earle,  one  viaeonnt,  nine  bishops,  three  temporal 
lurdQ,  and  eeverul  judges. 

'  Second  Justice  of  Chester,  '  A  Juatioe  of  North  Wales. 

'  A  Justice  of  South  Wales. 


yGoosle 


380  James  I.  [1617. 

and  residency  to  be  ttus  accomplisiied  for  hia  Majesty  ...  his 
Majesty  .  .  .  dotli  by  these  present  inatnictiona  aJlow  unto  the 
said  Chief  Justice  all  such  fees  and  allowances  as  have  been 
anciently  belonging  to  the  Chief  Jaatice  of  Chester  for  the  time 
being  . .  .  and  over  and  besides  that  to  the  said  Chief  Justice  of 
Chester  tlie  sum  of  j£ioo  by  the  j"ear  of  late  years  added  . .  .; 
and  to  the  said  Sir  Henry  Townshend,  knight,  Sir  Francis 
Ewre,  knight,  and  Nicholas  Overbury,  eac[uire,  to  every  of 
them  the  sum  of  one  hundred  marks  by  the  year  .  . . ;  and  for 
the  better  assistance  of  the  said  Lord  P.  or  V.  P.  for  the  time 
being  and  of  the  said  council,  when  it  shall  seem  convenient, 
the  said  Lord  P.  or  V,  P.  for  the  time  being  or  in  their  absence 
or  vacancy  the  Chief  Justice  of  Chester  and  council  attending 
may  ctdl  unto  him  or  them  any  such  other  of  the  council  learned 
as  he  or  they  shall  think  convenient,  and  the  same  councillors 
having  no  fees  certain  by  these  iEstructions  shall,  for  so  many 
days  as  they  shall  make  their  abode,  receive  the  fees  severally 
per  poll  of  6s.  Bd.  per  diem. 

IV.  And  his  Majesty  straightly  commaudeth  that  none  ...  of 
his  Majesty's  Council  in  the  said  principality  and  marches  of 
Wales  shall  practice  or  give  counsel  in  any  cause  or  suit  in 
that  court .  . . 

V.  And  his  Majesty's  pleaauie  is,  that  the  said  Council  shall 
hold  their  terms  and  sittings  at  the  most  meet  places  for  suitors 
to  resort  unto,  tbat  is  to  say  in  the  wintertime  the  sessions  and 
sittings  for  Michaelmas  term  and  Hilary  term,  with  the  time 
of  vacation  between  tbose  tenns,  shall  be  kept  at  Ludlow  .  ■  . , 
and  for  the  rest  of  the  year  the  abode  of  the  Lord  P.  [&c.]  may 
be  at  the  said  town  of  Ludlow ...  or  elsewhere  within  the  limits 
of  their  jurisdiction  as  shall  be  by  them  thought  meeteat  for 
suitors  to  resort  unto. 

VI.  And  the  King's  Majesty's  pleasure  is,  that  the  said 
Lord  P.  [&c  ]  by  all  lawful  ways  and  means  they  can  shall  .  . . 
examine,  seaich  out  and  repress  all  treasons,  petty  treasons, 
murders,  rapes,  burglaries,  robberies  and  other  felonies,  and  the 
accessories  to  the  same,  which  .  .  .  shall  arise  within  the 
dominion,  principality  and  country  of  Wales,  and  the  marches 
of  the  same,  and  the  counties  of  Gloucester,  Worcester,  Hereford, 
Salop  and  Monmouth,  the  libei-ties  of  hie  Majesty's  Duchy  of 
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Lancaster  wifhiii  the  counties  aforesaid,  the  cities  of  Gloucester, 
Worcester  and  Hereford,  ihe   town   of  Havei'ford   West,  the 
nty    f  tl        ty    f  &1  t  i  th  ty    f  ii     t  wn    f 

Ha      f    d  West    a  d  with  n     11  th  t  t         town 

f    n  h         a  d  1  b    t  th      th    1  in  t  af  d     and    1  all 

ai  ]     h    d     11  Bu  h    ff    d        th  nf  d      t      a  d 

dthm     maittop       nth       to     mautltlyliUbe 
1  wfully         d  I  I 

M  J    ty     pi  th  t  h 

d    h  11  w 

a  J 


1  C  u     1    L  11  b       nt        11    th 

d    t       d   h  11 

d  tak       sam  nat                a  d     h  11 

tt  ud   w  th    th 

n  t          at     11                      d 

a                 n 

VIII    And         !      HRin       d  thly 

th        r         nt    gi 

p  w  nl  thority  to  t!ie  eaid  Loid  P.  [&c.]  or  any  three  of 
them  at  the  least,  whereof  the  Lord  P.  or  V.  P.  for  the  time 
being  or  the  Chief  Justice  of  Chester  to  be  one,  to  examine,  hear 
and  determine  as  well  by  examination  of  witnesses  and  of  the 
parties  upon  inteiTogatories  as  by  all  other  good  ways  and 
means  by  their  wisdoms  and  discretions,  as  heretofore  hath  been 
used  by  the  said  Council  for  the  time  being,  all  .  .  .  forgeries, 
extortions,  briberies,  exactions,  comorthes  and  begging  or  un- 
lawful gathering  of  many  for  any  causes  or  pretences  whatsoever, 
maintenances,  ehamparties,  embraceries,  oppressions,  vexations, 
conspiracies,  embezzling,  razing  or  defacing  of  any  bills,  plead- 
ings, orders,  rules,  proceedings  or  records  of  the  same  court, 
escapes,  riots,  routs  and  unlawful  assemblies,  forestalling  and 
engrossing,  corruptions,  falsehoods,  frauds,  unlawful  hunting  in 
forests,  chases,  parks  and  waxrens,  not  amending  high  ways  and 
bridges,  erecting  of  cott^es,  taking  in  or  keeping  of  inmates, 
keeping  of  disordered  alehouses  .  ,  .  and  all  other  offences  ,  .  . 
committed  against  the  laws  of  this  realm  by  any  .  .  .  persons  of 
what  degree  soever  they  be  within  the  said  dominion  and  prin- 
cipality of  Wales  [&c.]  and  to  punish  the  same  according  to 
their  wisdoms  and  discretions,  as  well  by  fine  and  imprisonment 
as  otherwise,  according  to  the  quahty  of  their  offences,  as  to 
them  shall  eeem  meet. 

IX.  And  further  the  said  Lord  P.  [&c.]  shall  .  . .  diligently 
enquire  within  the  limits  of  their  jurisdiction  as  is  aforesaid  of 
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all  Each  as,  niider  pretence  and  colour  of  taking  of  any  mustera 
of  any  soldiers  or  of  pioviBion  of  armour  and  weapons,  liave 
tinlawfiilly  and  indirectly  exacted  any  aiims  of  money  or  other 
gift  whatsoever,  and  npon  due  proof  thereof  .  .  .  shall  not  only 
constrain  such  officer  ...  or  otter  persons  whatsoever  to  restore 
.  .  .  the  double  value  of  the  thing  that  is  ko  taken  .  .  .  but  also 
shall  punish  them  witli  fine  and  imprisonment  according  to 
their  discretions  and  the  laws  and  ordinances  in  that  behalf 
provided. 

X.  And  his  Majesty  .  .  .  dotli  by  these  presents  give  full 
power  to  the  said  Lord  P.  [&c.]  to  hear  and  determine  all 
manner  of  perjuries  committed  within  the  said  dominion  [&c.], 
in  such  wise  as  the  Lord  P.  and  Council  there  for  the  time 
being  might  have  done  and  used  to  do  before  the  statute 
[5  Eliz.  9.  §  7]  made  iii  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  the  late 
Queen  Elizabeth  touching  the  punishing  of  perjury  . , . 

XI.  And  whereas  divers  lewd  and  malicious  persoES  have 
jieretofore  and  of  late  days  more  and  more  devised  ...  or  pub- 
li-hed  many  false  and  seditious  tales  ,  .  .  hooks,  letters  and 
libels,  which  amongtt  the  people  have  wrought  and  hereafter 
may  work  great  mischief, .  .  .  his  Majesty's  pleasure  is, . . .  wheu- 
Eoever  any  such  false  and  seditious  tales  [&e.]  shall  be  devised 
...  or  dispersed  within  any  the  limits  or  jurisdictions  aforesaid, 
that  the  publishers  .  .  -  thereof  be  forthwith  stayed,  and  all 
means  used  to  attach  them  all  from  one  to  another  until  the 
first  author  may  be  apprehended;  and  such  offenders  shall  be 
duly  openly  punished  by  the  said  Lord  P.  [&c.]  by  fine,  im- 
prisonment, wearing  of  papers  and  the  like,  according  to  their 
discretion;  but  if  any  shall  offend  in  so  high  a  nature  as  may 
tend  to  the  danger  or  dishonour  of  his  Majesty  or  the  state, 
then  the  said  Lord  P.  [&c.]  shall  forbear  to  proceed  thereupon 
and  shall  certify  his  Majesty  or  the  Lords  of  his  Privy  Council 
of  the  case,  and  thereupon  shall  do  as  they  shall  be  in  that 
hehalf  directed. 

XII.  And  whereas  divers  persons  of  Wales  and  the  marches 
[&c.]  have  commonly  used  to  go  as  well  to  churches  as  in  fairs, 
markets  and  other  places  of  public  meeting  in  harness  and 
privy  coats,  the  King's  Highness'  pleasure  is  that  from  hence- 
fortli  no  man  shall  wear  either  harness  or  privy  coat  in  churches, 
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fairs  or  markets  or  anj  otber  plice  of  public  meeting  except 
Eucli  as  shall  be  licenced  and  m  case  thit  any  man  '.hall 

do  contrary  to  this  article  that  tl  en  the  oflicers  tt  i  hom  it 
shall  appertain  ehall  incontinently  seize  the  sail  harness  or 
privy  eoat  to  the  King  s  Majesf }  s  use  ird  then  send  the  ]  er  ona 
wearing  the  same  to  the  Lord  P.  [&c,]  to  be  punished  by  im- 
prisonment and  fine  accoiding  to  the  discretions  of  the  said 
Lord  P.  [&c.]  . .  . 

XIII.  And  further  hia  Majesty  doth  give  full  power  to  the 
Lord  P.  [&c.]  to  make  proclamations  in  his  Highness'  name  as 
often  as  they  shall  think  good  for  the  better  order  and  quieting 
of  hia  Majesty's  subjects  within  the  principality  [&c,],  and  to 
punish  the  offenders  for  their  contempts  against  such  proclama- 
tion by  fine  or  imprisonment  as  the  case  shall  require. 

XIV.  And  his  Majesty  doth  give  full  power  to  the  said 
Lord  P.  [&c.]  to  hear  and  determine  and  also  to  punish  all 
manner  of  persons  within  the  limits  and  jurisdictions  aforesaid 
which  shall  be  notoriously  known  to  live  contrary  to  God's 
laws  and  the  King's  Highness'  ecclesiastical  laws  in  incest, 
adultery  or  fornication  .  .  • ;  provided  always  that  no  person 
shall  he  called  in  question  by  the  force  of  this  article  for  any 
the  offences  aforesaid,  unless  the  same  ofiences  shall  be  .  .  , 
committed  within  the  space  of  three  years  nest  before  informa- 
tion thereof  given,  nor  that  any  such  ofi'ender  shall  be  examined 
upon  oath;  provided  also  that  the  ordinary  of  every  diocese 
where  any  such  ofi'ender  shall  be  resident  may  proceed  for  the 
better  satisfying  the  congregation  and  for  the  more  knowledge 
of  offenders'  penitence  in  that  behalf  according  to  the  laws  and 
censures  of  the  Church  as  heretofore  they  have  done  .  .  . 

XV.  And  further  his  Majesty  doth  give  full  power  to  the 
said  Lord  P.  [&c.]  to  examine,  hear  and  determine  as  well  upon 
biU  esliibited  by  the  plaintiff  and  the  answer  of  the  defendant 
thereunto  made  upon  oath  and  by  examination  of  witnesses  .  ,  . 
as  by  all  other  good  ways  and  means  .  .  . ,  as  heretofore  hath 
been  used  by  the  said  Council,  all  manner  of  complaints,  petitions 
and  informations  .  .  .  for  any  cause  or  matter  arising  within  the 
Eaid  dominion  and  principality  [&c.],  as  well  concerning  lands, 
tenements  or  hereditaments,  eithei-  of  freehold  or  customary  or 
copyhold,  as  goods  and  chattels  for  which  there  shall  upon  due 
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1      f    PI  ]        m  tte    f     til    pi     t  ff  t    t       I       d 

£    ty      d         d  and  tl    t  he        w  th    t       i      ry 

m   1    b    t!  1  w 

XVI    AdhMjtjdthlk  gipwtthsad 

L     i  P  [&   ]     f  p  th  t  h  th  b        by  th      p  f 

thr      y  q     tly        p  f  ]      1     t      m    t 

h      d  t  m    t  w  tl       th      Sid   d  [&  ]     h  11   h 

t      ly  f       hly        by  li     d  1    t  I      t  t  I    f  th        m 

th  h  11  b  d  w  th     ft  d        t        1        t 

dtb  tbt  hsethhthp-ty  dmy 

1  m  m  dy  by   th        d       y  1        th  y  m  y      p  n 

pi      t  th       f      d        t    th  m  hy  b  11  f         t        t  k 

1     f     th        t     n      ftl     r  ftl        m    1    d    [&  J 

t  I  th    t  tl  t        t    f  th        m      h  11  b     d      d  d       t      d 

by  the  due  comse  of  the  common  jaw  .  ,  . 

XVII.  And  his  Majesty  doth  further  give  full  power  to  the 
said  Lord  P.  [&c.]  to  hear  and  determine  ...  all  debts,  detenues, 
covenants,  accounts,  assumptions  and  other  personal  actions 
arifiitig  within  the  said  dominion  [&c.],  where  the  debt ...  or  the 
damage  therein  alleged  shall  not  exceed  the  full  sum  of 
£50,  and  which  shall  not  any  way  concern  the  title  or  interest 
of  freehold,  customary  or  copyhold  or  chattel  real  .  .  . ;  and  also 
to  hear  and  determine  in  like  manner  ...  all  other  actions 
personal  thougb  the  same  be  for  debt  or  damans  to  the 
sum  of  £,cp  or  above,  which  shall  not  any  way  concern  the 
title  or  interest  of  freehold  or  customary  or  copyhold  or  chattel 
real .  , . ,  in  cases  where  in  respect  of  any  inequality  or  disa- 
bility of  the  complainant  by  poverty  or  otherwise  it  shall 
appear  that  the  party  plaintiff  is  nut  able  to  sue  at  the  com- 
mon law ;  provided  that  such  inequality  or  disability  of  the 
complainant  be  certified  ...  by  the  justices  of  assizes  or  gi-eat 
sessions  where  the  said  plaintiff  shall  dwel!  or  by  one  of  them, 
or  by  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  or  two  justices  of  the  peace  of 
the  said  county  . . . 

[XVIII.  Power  to  award  costs.] 
[XTX.  Of  letters  missive,  &c.] 
[XX.  Power  to  issue  processes  as  usual.] 
XXI.  And  likewise  his  Majesty  doth  hereby  give  full  power 
to  the  said  Lord  P.  [&c.],  upon  just  cause  of  equity  to  then* 
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appearing  eitUer  by  tbe  answer  of  the  defendant ...  or  upon 
any  other  just  occasion  whereupon  the  court  of  Chancery  useth 
to  grant  injunction  for  stay  of  suits  of  law,  to  award  in- 
junctions or  orders  for  the  stay  of  any  proceedings  ...  in  any 
temporal  court .  . .  within  the  limits  aforesaid :  provided  that 
by  colour  thereof  they  do  not  award  any  injunction  or  order 
for  stay  of  any  suit  depending  in  the  courts  of  King's  Bench, 
Common  Pleas  or  Exchequer,  nor  before  the  justices  of  Assize 
or  justices  of  Oyer  or  Terminer,  or  justices  of  the  Great  Sessions 
in  the  dominion  of  Wales  or  the  General  Sessions  of  the  peace 
of  any  county  within  the  said  limits. 

XXII,  [Of  the  administering  of  oaths.] 

XXIII.  [Of  pursuivants.] 

SXIV.  And  further  his  Majesty  commandetli  that  all  matters 
. . .  shall  he  heai'd  and  determined  in  open  court  before  the  Lord 
P,  [&o.],  and  likewise  all  orders  and  rules  taken  before  them  in 
any  causes  shall  be  likewise  done  in  open  court . . . 

XXV.  [Arrangement  of  business  in  court.] 

XXVI.  [What  causes  may  be  heard  in  vacation.] 

XXVII.  [Certain  orders  of  Queen  Elizabeth  to  be  observed.] 

XXVIII.  XXIX.  [Register  of  orders  and  custody  of  records.] 
XXX.  [Power  to  line  and  take  recognizances.] 
XXXI-XXXIII.     [Of  the  making,  keeping,  &c.  of  the  hoot 

of  fines.] 

XXXIV.  [No  new  ofUces  to  be  made  or  fees  raised.] 

XXXV,  And  bis  Majesty's  pleasure  is,  that  for  avoiding  of  all 
corruption  to  be  used  by  any  purveyor  or  other  officer  appointed 
to  provide  carriages  for  removes  and  for  wood  and  fuel  and  such 
other  necessaries  for  the  said  Council,  that  from  henceforth  the 
country  shall  not  be  charged  with  more  carriages  than  shall  be 
requisite  , . . ;  aoid  therefore  his  Highness  commandeth  that  all 
such  carriages  shall  be  appointed  from  time  to  time  by  the 
special  warrant  of  the  Lord  P.  [&c.]  .  . . 

XXXVL  And  his  Majesty's  further  will  and  pleasure  is, 
that  if  at  any  time  hereafter  it  shall  happen  that  the  whole 
provision  cannot  he  had  of  fuel,  wood  and  coal  for  the  expenses 
of  the  said  household  out  of  his  Highness'  woods  .  .  .  domama 
within  the  limits  aforesaid,  that  then  the  Lord  P.  [&c.]  shall 
give  order  to  the  clerk  or  receiver  of  the  fines  aforesaid  for 
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payment  of  all  sncl)  sums  of  money  as  Bhall  be  laid  out  for  all 
such  necessary  fuel  [&c.], 

XXXVn,  XXSVIII.  [Of  the  Berjeant  at  arms  and  mea- 
sengers.] 

SXXIX.  And  forasmuch  as  under  pretence  of  privilege  of 
tte  court  there  hath  been  increased  not  only  many  unnecessary 

t    in      art     1  nt  also  unnecessary  suitors,  supposing  them- 

I  t  b  p  ileged  persons  which  ai-e  not  indeed,  and 
tb      h    ha  their  suits  received  without  paying  of  fees,  . .  , 

t  th  di  d  t  and  slander  of  the  same ;  for  the  reformation 
th  f  t  h  Majesty's  pleasure  that  from  henceforth  there 
L  11  be  11  nee  of  privilege  for  the  receiving  of  such  suits 
in  the  name  of  anypersons  other  than  such  to  whom  the  privilege 
of  the  court  of  right  helongeth,  . ,  ,  viz.  to  the  Lord  P.  or  V.  P. 
and  Coimci!  attending  the  same  and  their  servants  then  attend- 
ing upon  them  in  household,  vrith  the  officers  of  the  court  [and 
certain  other  persons], 

XL.  And  forasmuch  as  it  may  chance  the  Lord  P.  [shall]  be 
sometimes  diseased  ...  or  shall  be  called  to  the  parliament  or 
otherwise  employed  in  his  Highness'  affairs,  .  .  .  therefore  to  the 
intent  that  the  said  Council  may  be  and  remain  evermore  full 
and  perfect,  ,  .  .  his  Majesty's  pleasure  is  that,  when  the  Lord 
P.  shall  be  so  diseased,  absent  or  let,  . .  ■  that  then  he  shall 
appoint  such  meet  person  being  of  the  Council  as  by  him  the 
said  Lord  P.  shall  be  thought  meet  during  his  absence,  and  his 
Majesty  during  the  said  time  doth  give  unto  eveiy  such  person 
BO  to  he  appointed  the  name  of  Vice-President,  and  that  so  long 
as  he  shall  continue  V.  P.  he  shall  have  all  such  authority  as  the 
3Jord  P.  himseK  to  all  intents  and  purposes  .  .  . 

XLL  And  forasmuch  as  the  King's  Majesty  considering  how 
unmeet  it  is  that  his  Highness'  tenants  and  farmers  should  be 
retained  by  wages,  livery,  .  .  .  promise  or  otherwise,  .  . ,  there- 
fore his  Highness'  express  pleasure  and  commandment  is  that 
none  of  his  Majesty's  said  Council ...  or  any  other  person  .  . . 
shall  by  any  liveries,  wages,  ,  .  .  promise  or  otherwise  retain  or 
entertain  any  of  bis  Majesty's  tenants  or  farmers  in  any  sort 
whereby  he  shall  account  himself  bound  to  do  unto  him  or 
uniler  him  other  than  as  to  one  of  his  Majesty's  said  Council  or 
his  Highness'  officer  in  that  behalf  (if  any  bo  he)  is  any  manner 
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of  service:  and  further  tis  lite  pleasure  is,  tliat  the  Lord  P. 
[&o.]  shall  in  every  of  tieir  pvincipal  eittings  give  a  Bpecial 
charge  that  none,  either  noblemen  or  gentlemen  or  other, 
presume  to  retain  any  of  hia  Majesty's  tenants,  charging  all  Ills 
Majesty's  tenants  upon  pain  of  hia  Majesty's  displeasure  in  no 
wise  to  agree  fo  any  such  retainer  with  any  man,  but  only  to 
depend  upon  his  Highness  and  upon  such  as  his  Majesty  shall 
appoint  to  be  his  officers  in  that  beJialf. 

SLII.  [General  order  to  sheriffs  &c.  to  aid  the  Council."] 

XLIII.  And  to  the  end  that  the  said  Lord  P.  [Sc]  may 
proceed  to  the  administration  of  justice  as  well  in  all  causes 
concerning  his  Majesty  or  the  good  and  quiet  government  of 
Lis  Majesty's  subjects  ...  as  likewise  to  give  convenient  relief 
to  all  suitors,  plaintiffs  and  defendants,  . , .  and  that  the  said 
BuiforB  or  any  others  whom  the  said  Lord  P.  [&c.]  shall  by  Lis 
Highness'  process  call  before  them  may  quietly  Lave  access  to 
the  said  President  [Sc]  .  ,  .  without  any  impeachment  or 
molestation  by  arrest,  .  ,  ,  (which  privileges  are  [sti]  incident 
to  hia  Majesty's  high  courts  of  justice  at  Westminster  that 
without  the  same  in  many  cases  they  cannot  administer  his 
Highness'  laws)  . . . ;  therefore  his  Majesty's  will  and  pleasure  is 
that  all  his  subjects,  as  well  in  making  their  repair  to  the  said 
P.  [&c.]  as  likewise  during  the  time  of  their  necessary  abode  to 
stay  about  the  same  and  in  their  return  home  again,  shall  be 
privileged  and  discharged  from  all  arrests  by  any  process  or 
warrant  gi'anted  or  sued  out  or  from  any  corporation  wherein 
the  said  Council  shall  be  then  resident  or  being. 

XLIV.  [Council  to  act  with  diligence.] 

XLV.  And  the  King's  Majesty's  further  pleasure  is,  tbat  the 
Lord  P.  [&t'.]  . .  .  shall  minister  as  well  the  oath  of  supremacy 
as  tha  oath  hereafter  mentioned'  unto  every  of  the  said 
Council  whensoever  they  shall  be  preferred  thereunto  .  . . 

XL VI.  And  forasmuch  as  it  is  convenient  that  as  well  all 
inferior  officers  and  attendants  ...  as  other  superiors  may  be 
obedient  to  the  laws  of  the  realm  concerning  the  service  of  God 
and  the  profession  of  the  true  Christian  religion  established  in 
the  realm,  the  Lord  P.  [&c.]  sLall  take  order  that  no  person 
, . .  shall  continue  in  or  exercise  any  office  there  escept  they 
'  Ttiiaoath  nearly  reaemblee  that  of  a  Privy  Councillor  (sea  aboye,  p.  165). 
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ehfdl  willingly  take  sncli  oalh  as  is  before  appointed,  and  shall 
also  orderly  resort  to  the  church  and  divine  service  and  receive 
the  communion  according  to  the  laws  of  the  realm  and  the 
injunctions  ecclesiastical. 

XLVII.  [Proclamation  of  certain  of  the  above  instractiona  to 
be  made  yearly.]  S.yraei't  Fadtni,  voL  XVII.  p.  28. 

5.  JUBISDICTION  OP  THE  LoHD   HiGH  AdmIHAL  AND  THE 

COITBT  OF  Admiealty,  1618. 
De  ooncessione  officii  Admiralli  Georgio  Marchioni  Bucking- 
hamiae  ad  vitara. 

I.  Bex  omnibus  ad  quos  etc.  ealutem.  Sciatisquodnos  . . .  de 
gratia  nostra  speciali  et  ex  certa  sclentia  et  mero  motu  nostria 
dedinius  ac  concessimus  .  .  .  Georgio  Marchioni  Buck,  officium 
Magni  Admiralli  nostri  Angliae,  Hiberniae,  "Walliae  ac  domi- 
niorum  et  insularum  eorumdeni,  villae  Calesiae  et  marchiarum 
ejusdem,  Normanniae,  Gascoigniae  et  Aqnitaniae,  ac  ipsum 
Georgium  Marchionem  Buck.  Magnum  AdmiralJum  nostrum  .  .  . 
necnon  Praefectum  Generalem  dasaium  et  marium  dictorum 
regnorum  nostrorum  Angliae  et  Hiberniae  ac  dominiorum  et 
insularum  eorumdcm  fecimus  ,  .  . 

II.  Et  ulteriua  sciatis  quod  noa  .  . .  damns  et  eoneedimus  eidem 
G.  M.  B.  [&c.]  omnea  juiisdictionea  . . .  emolumenta . . .  et  privi- 
legia  quaeeunque  eidem  officio  ,  .  ,  pertinentia  .  .  . ;  necnon 
tam  bona  et  catalia  quorumcunque  proditorum,  piratarum, 
homicidarum  et  felonum  qnaiitercunqne  infra  juris dictionem 
nostram  AdmiraJitatis  praedictae  delinquentium,  quam  bona 
[&c.j  eorum  .  . .  acftsiarionim  [&c.]  ;  atque  etiam  [the  goods, 
&c.  of  suicides  and  certain  other  offenders] ;  necnon  bona 
waivata,  flotson,  jefson,  lagon  et  shares,  ac  thesaurum  in- 
ventum,  deodanda  ac  bona  pro  derelicto  hablta  .  . . ;  necnon 
omnia  bona  ■  .  .  deperdita  in  mare  inveata  seu  extra  mare 
projecta  .  .  . ;  ac  etiam  anchoragia,  beconagia  seu  signa  per 
mare  vel  portns  sen  publica  flumina  [&c.]  erecta;  et  lasta- 
gium  seu  arenosam  uavium  onerationem ;  atque  pisces  regales, 
videlicet  stuigionea  [&c.] ;  et  insuper  omnea  fines  .  .  .  foris- 
facturas  et  poenas  pecuniarias  pro  transgressionihus  ,  .  .  im- 
positaa  .  .  .  coram  dicto  Magno  Admirallo  Angliae  sen  aliquo 
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ejus  locnmtenente  .  .  . :  habenduia  et  esercenduni  dictum 
officium  .  ,  .  proefato  G,  M.  B.  pro  termmo  vitae  naturalis  .  .  , 

IIL  Et  insuper  ,  ,  .  concedimus  praefato  G.  M.  B,  [&c.]  . . , 
quaudam  aucuitatem  . . .  ducentarum  ma,rcarutii  legalb  monetae 
Angliae  .  . .  pro  termino  vitae  diet!  Marehionis  .  . . 

IV.  Et  praet«rea  .  ..coiicedimuspraefatoG.M.  B.  [&c.]pleiiam 
jurisdictionem  et  auctoritatem  sudiendi,  exsminandl  et  termi- 
nandi  quascunqne  causas  civiles  et  maritimas,  atque  querelas, 
eontractuB,  delicta  sea  quasi- delicta,  crimina,  placita,  debita, 
excambia,  assecurationes,  computa,  literas  partitae,  conventionea, 
cbirographia,  onerationes  uavium  omniaque  negotia  et  contractus 
quae  nautaa  pro  navibus  conductis  et  locatis  .  .  ,  quovismodo 
tangunt  .  . . ,  litea,  transgressioues,  iiijurias  et  extortiones,  et 
negotia  civilia  et  maritima  quaecunque  inter  mercatores  et 
inter  domJEOB  et  proprietarioa  navium  . .  .  infra  jurisdiotionem 
nostram  maritimam  Admiralltatis  . , ,  liabita  give  contracta  pro 
aliqua  re  . . .  vel  negotao  seu  injuria  quacunque,  in  super  vel  per 
mare  aut  flumina  publica  seu  aquas  dulces,  rivos  seii  crecos 
et  loca  superinundata  quaecunque,  inter  fluxum  et  refluxum 
maris  et  aquae  ad  plenitudinem,  vel  super  littora  seu  ripas  .  . . 
adjacentes,  a  quibuscunque  primis  pontibus  versus  mare,  per 
dicta  regna  nostra  ...  vel  alibi  ultra  mare  aut  iu  partibus 
ultramarinis  . . . 

Y.  Atque  insuper  cauaas  appellationum  et  militarlum  quere- 
larara  ex  causis  praedictis  a  quibuscunque  judicibus  .  ,  ,  seu 
aliis  officiariis  et  ministris  nostris  ...  ad  curiam  principalem 
Admiralltatis  Angliae  praedictae  interpositis  .  .  . ,  justa  leges 
nostras  civiles  et  maritimas  et  consuetudines  praedictae  curiae 
...in  eadem  curia  audiendi  et  terminandi . , . ;  11  ecnon querelas 
omnium  contraotuum  . . .  ultra  mare  perficiendorum  seu  ultra 
mare  contractorum  et  in  hoc  regno  nostro  .  . .  perimplendorum 
. . . :  ac  etiam  coguitionem  caeterorum  omnium  quae  ad  officium 
Magni  Admiralli  Angliae  [&e.]  .  .  .  ab  antique  pertinere  ile- 
buerunt :  et  generaliter  ad  coguoscendum  et  procedendum  in 
omnibus  aliis  causis,  litibus,  criminibus  .  .  .  et  negotiis  maritimis 
. . .  infra  jurisdictJonem  nostram  maritimam  Admiralltatis  .  .  . , 
una  eum  postestate  recognitiones  .  .  .  capiendi,  .  .  .  necncn 
naves,  personas,  res  .  .  .  et  mercimonia  .  .  .  arestandi . . .  et 
mandandi,  ipsasque  et  ipsa,  .  .  .  juxtA  leges  et  consuetudines 
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praedictas  aliisq^ue  viis  [&c.]  qnilms  dictns  Magnus  Admirallos 
[&c.]  melius  scivcrit  aut  potent,  audiendi,  examinandi,  dia- 
cutiendi  nc  fine  debito  termlnandi  . .  . 

VI.  Necnon  ad  inquirendam  per  sacra mentTi to  proborum  et 
legalium  homimim  .  .  ,  de  omnibus  quae  de  jure  statutis,  ordi- 
nation ibus  Tel  consuetudinibus  curiae  nostras  principalis 
Admiralitatis  &b  antique  inquiri  Bolent  ve!  debent ;  reosque  ,  ■  . 
naucleros,  marinarios  .  .  .  et  alios  ,  . ,  res  nauticas  quascunque 
exerceutea  . . .  mulctandum,  corrigendum  .  .  .  ac  . .  ,  incarcer- 
aodum  .  .  .  ;  fluminaque  nostra  publica,  portus  [&c.]  infra 
jurisdictionem  nostram  maritimam  .  .  .  pro  conservatione  tarn 
classis  nostrae  .  .  .  quam  piscium  in  eisdem  fluminibus  [&c.] 
crescentium ',  ordinationes  et  statuta  quaecunqiie  in  ea  parte 
edita  debite  conservandum, .  ,  .  subconservatoresque  deputandum 
. .  . ;  iiecnon  ad  retia  niniis  stricta  et  alia  iiigenia  sive  instru- 
menta  illicita  .  .  ,  et  exercitatores  et  occupatores  eorumdem  .  . . 
corrigendum  et  reformandum. 

VII.  Atque  insuper  tarn  naves  quam  naviculas  gaerrinas  quam. 
qnascnnque  alias  naves  et  naviculas  ecu  vasa  quaeounque,  pro 
quibuscanque  viagiis  et  negotiis  noatris  . .  .  ,  necnon  navigeros, 
nsutas  seu  pilotas  .  , .  et  aliaa  personas  quascunque  pro  navibua 
[&c.]  idoneos  ■  .  .  qnotiea  necesse  fiierit . .  ■  congregandum,  deli- 
gendum  ■  .  .  et  asfiignandura  , . . ,  prout  Magno  Admirallo  nostro 
[&c.]  de  tempore  in  tempua  magis  expediena  visum  faerit. 

Vin,  Concessimus  praeterea . . .  Magno  Admirallo  nostro  [&o.] 
. . .  potestatem,  quoties  opus  et  necesse  fuerit,  ad  nominandum  .  .  . 
et  constituendum  locumtenentes  .  ,  .  ac  omnes  officiarios,  minis- 
tros  sub  Ee  necessarios  — ;  Statutaque  et  ovdinationes  quas- 
cunque in  ofBcio  Admiralitatis  praedictae  atatuendum  .  .  .  ac  ea 
quae  fuerint  repellenda  repellendum ;  Necnon  Lujusmodi  offi- 
ciarios [&o.]  .  .  ,  amovere  ac  alios  . . .  substituere. 

IX.  [General  clause  empowering  the  Lord  High  Admiral  and 
his  depntiea  to  proceed  and  give  sentence  &c.  in  iJie  cases  above- 
mentioned  within  the  limits  above-mentioned.] 

X.  Volumus  etiam  , .  .  quod  praefatua  G.  M.  B.  . . .  et  ejus  .  . . 
ministri  liabeant  c«gnitionem  et  deeisionem  de  vfrecco  maris 
magno  seu  parvo,  ae  de  morte  submersione,  et  visu  corpoium 
mortuorum  quornmcunque  peraonamm  in  luare  vel  fiuminibua 

'  Borne  words,  such  bb  '  supefriclendani,  et,"  seem  to  be  here  omitted. 
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publicis  [&c.]  autmeraanim  -  . .  aut  aliquo  alio  mocio  ibidem  ad 
mortem  devenientium ;  necnon  .  .  .  conservittionem  statutorura' 
nostrorum  de  wrecco  maris  et  de  oificio  coronatoris  annis  tertio 
et  quarto  Edwardi  Primi,  atque  atatutomm '  de  bonia  spoliatia 
BUper  mare  venientibus  in  hoc  regnvun  nostrum  Angliae  anno 
viceaimo  septimo  Edwardi  Tertii  .  .  ,  editorum,  atque  eognitio- 
nem  de  mahemio  in  locis  praedictJa,  .  .  .  cum  potestat*  etiam 
puniendi  deliiiquentes  in  ea  parte  quoscunque  justa  juris  eii- 
gentiam  et  curiae  nostrae  Admiral itatis  . .  .  consuetudiaea. 

XI.  Eo  quod  eipressa  rnentio  de  vero  valore  annuo  Tel  certitu- 
dine  praemissomm  , . .  minime  facta  existit,  atque  aliquo  statute, 
actu  .  ,  .  eive  restrictione  praesentibus  literis  patectibus  .  . . 
repugnantibus  . . .  non  obstante. 

XII.  Mandantes  .  .  .  nniverais  proceribns,  dominia,  justitiariis 
. . .  a«  caeteria  ministris  et  fldelibus  nostria  .  .  .  quod  praefato 
Marcbioni  Buck.  .  .  .  circa  exeeutionem  praemiasorum  inteii- 
dentea  .  , .  et  obedientes  sint,  . . .  aub  poena  coutemptus  istarum 
lit«ranim  patentium  et  aub  periculo  inoumbente. 

Apud  Westmonasterium  vicesirao  octavo  die  Junii. 

liymw'*  Fadera,  »oL  XVII.  p.  134. 


V.—MISCELLANEO  US. 

1.  The  Kiho's  Coeonation  Oath. 

Juramentum  Eegia  Jacobi,  1603. 

Archbishop.  Sir,  will  you  grant  and  keep  and  by  your  oath 

confirm  to  your  people  of  England  tke  laws  and  cuatoma  to 

them  granted  by  the  kings  of  England  your  lawful  and  religious 

predecessora ;   and  namely  the  laws,  cuatoma    and   franchises 

granted  to  the  clergy  and  to  the  people  by  the  glorious  king, 

St  Edward,  your  predecessor,  according  and  conformable  to  the 

laws  of  God  and  true  profession  of  the  gospel  established  in  this 

kingdom,  and  agreeing  to  the  prerogatives  of  the  kings  thereof 

and  to  the  ancient  customs  of  this  realm^ 

King.  I  grant  and  promise  to  keep  them. 

>  OBicium  Coronatoris  (4  Ed.  I),  »  37  Ed.  Ill  (1).  a,  13. 
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A.  Will  yon  ieep  peace  and  agreement  entirely,  according  to 
your  power,  both  to  God,  the  holy  church,  the  clergy  and  the 
people  % 

K.  I  will  keep  it. 

A.  Will  yon  to  your  power  cause  law,  justice  and  discretion 
in  mercy  and  truth  to  be  executed  in  all  your  judgments ) 

K.  I  will. 

A.  Sir,  will  you  grant  to  hold  and  keep  the  laws  and  rightful 
cuatoms  which  the  commonalty  of  your  kingdom  have,  and  to 
defend  and  uphold  them  to  the  honour  of  God,  so  much  as  in 
you  lieth } 

K.  I  grant  and  promise  go  to  do. 

Sequitur  admonitio  episcoporum,  &o. 

Our  lord  and  king,  we  beseech  you  to  grant  and  preserve 
unto  us  and  every  one  of  us  and  the  churches  committed  to  our 
charge  all  canonical  privileges  and  due  law  and  justice,  and 
that  you  would  protect  and  defend  us  as  every  good  king  in  his 
kingdom  ought  to  be  a  protector  and  defender  of  the  bishops 
and  churches  under  their  government. 

K.  With  a  willing  and  devout  heart  I  promise  and  grant 
that  I  will  preserve  and  maintain  to  you  and  every  of  you 
aad  the  churches  committed  to  your  charge  all  canonical 
privileges  and  due  law  and  justice,  and  that  I  will  be  your 
protector  and  defender  to  my  power  by  the  assistance  of  God, 
as  every  good  king  i»  his  kingdom  ought  to  prot«ct  and  defend 
the  bishops  and  churches  under  their  government. 

Twaner  MSS.  {BoAl.),  vol.  94,  f.  lai. 


2.  ■  Pkoclamation  op  the  Uniok  op  Enoland  and 
Scotland,  1604. 

As  often  as  we  call  to  mind  the  most  joyful  and  just  recog- 
nition made  by  the  whole  body  of  our  realm  in  the  first  session 
of  our  high  court  of  parliament  of  that  blessing  which  it  hath 
pleased  God  to  reserve  many  years  of  his  providence  to  our 
person  and  now  in  the  fullness  of  the  time  of  his  disposition  to 
bestow  upon  us,  namely  the  blessed  union  or  rather  re-uniting 
of  these  two  mighty,  famous  and  ancient  kingdoms  of  England 
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and  Scotland  under  one  imperial  crown,  so  often  do  we  think 
that  it  ia  our  duty  to  do  our  utmost  eDdeavour  for  the  advance- 
ment and  perfection  of  that  work  which  is  of  his  beginning  and 
whereof  he  hath  given  so  many  palpable  signs  and  arguments 
as  he  that  seeth  them  not  is  blind,  and  he  that  inipugneth  them 
doth  but  endeavour  to  separate  that  which  God  bath  put 
together ...  All  which  heing  matters  prepared  only  bv  the 
providence  of  Almighty  God  and  which  by  human  industrj 
could  not  have  been  so  ordered,  we  and  ail  our  subjects  ou^ht 
first  with  reverence  to  acknowledge  his  handiwork  theiem  and 
to  give  him  our  most  humble  thanks  for  the  same,  and  then  to 
further  by  our  endeayours  that  which  his  wisdom  doth  by  so 
many  signs  poiut  out  to  be  his  will;  whereof  many  particularities 
depending  upon  the  determinations  of  the  states  and  piiliaments 
of  both  realms,  we  leave  them  there  to  be  discussed  according 
to  the  commissions  granted  by  the  several  Acts  of  both  par 
Jiaments,  and,  some  otlier  things  resting  in  our  own  imperial 
power  as  the  head  of  both,  we  are  purposed  towards  the  build 
ing  of  this  es  U  t  k  t  d  by  ur  If  th  t  h"  h  j  tly  d 
aafely  we  may  by  b    1  t    p  d 

"Wherefore  wh        th      It      odtod         t         thlidd 
names  of  Engl     d      d  S    tl     I      t    f  1    tyl         d  d 

intend  and  1       t     t  k         d  t 

and  form  her    it  j         d  t!  m        d    tjl      fK  t 

Great  Britain  ttltw  t      y      wfltd 

devised  at  our  pi  b  t      t    f      d     1 1  d  k     wl  dj,    d 

the  true  and  t      m      hihG!      dtmh         mpo    d 

upon  this  isle 

Upon  all  wh  h  d      t  d    b    th       p         ta  by 

force  of  our  klpw  dp       gt  mtourslf 

bytheclearne       t  htth       m       d  tyl     fK,    g   fG      t 

Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &e.,  as 
followeth  in  our  just  and  lawful  title,  and  do  hereby  publish, 
promulgate  and  declare  the  same,  to  the  end  that  in  all  our 
proclamations  .  .  .  and  in  all  other  causes  of  like  nature  the 
eame  may  be  used  and  observed  .  .  . 

[Dated  20  October,  1604.] 

Bpaer't  Fcedera,  vol.  XVI.  p.  603, 
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3.    Censorship  of  the  Press. 


A  proclamation  against  the  disorderly  printing,  uttering  and 
dispersing  of  Looks,  pamphlets,  &c. 

"Whereas  the  23rd  day  of  June,  in  the  28th  year  of  the  reign 
of  our  late  dear  sister  Queen  Elizabeth,  for  the  repressing  of 
sundry  intoletable  offences  .  .  .  occasioned  hy  the  disorderly 
printing  and  Belling  of  hooks,  a  decree  ^  was  made  in  the  High 
Court  of  Star  Chamber  containing  many  just  and  proTident 
ordinances  for  preventing  of  those  inconveniences,  .  .  ,  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  which  said  decree  hath  been  caufeloualy 
abused  and  eluded  ,  .  . ;  We,  willing  not  only  to  tread  in  the 
stejB  of  our  said  dear  sister  but  to  add  such  further  strength 
as  shall  be  meet  to  those  provident  and  good  orders  made  in 
her  time,  have  thou  1 1  fit  t  p  bl  h  and  declare  unto  all  our 
subjects,  that  it  is  o  p         will     nd  commandment  that  the 

said  decree  be  fiom  h  f  th  t  ictly  observed  and  put  in 
esecution ;  and  ...  d  t  tly  prohibit  and  forbid  that  no 
person  whatsoever  .       d      t  t  me  hereafter,  either  within 

our  own  dominions  th    t    mprint  or  bring  in  ...  or  dis- 

perse any  seditious,  h  «m  t  1  other  scandalous  books  or 
pamphlets  whatsoev  j     th      books  (though  lawful  or 

allowed  to  be  print  1  hy  h  t  whom  the  printing  thereof 
doth  belong)  which  h  11  b  p  t  d  contrary  to  the  true  intent 
of  the  said  decree,  0  h  U  b  p  inted  out  of  this  realm  of  pur- 
pose to  avoid  the  d  d  ny  prohibition  or  restraint 
contained  in  any  lett  p  t  t  p  vilege  or  lawful  ordinance, 
upon  pain  of  our  ind  t  d  h  avy  displeasure,  and  of  the 
pains,  punishments  d  mp  is  ments  contained  in  the  said 
decree,  and  such  forth  1  y  our  court  of  Star  Chamber 
and  High  Commission  respectively  shall  be  thought  meet  to 
be  inflicted  on  them  for  such  their  offences. 

And  we  do  straitly  charge  the  master  and  keepers  or 
wardens  of  the  mystery  or  art  of  stationers  of  tiie  city  of 
London  .  .  .  that  they  from  time  to  time  ...  do  make  careful 
and  diligent  search  for  all  such  scandalous  and  offensive  books 
or  pamjiletB  as  are  imported  into  this  realm  or  here  imprinted 
'  See  above,  p.  169. 
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contrary  to  this  our  royal  commanJmeiit,  and  seize  tha  same, 
and  do  their  uttermost  endeavours  as  well  for  suppressiog 
thereof  aa  for  brii^ing  the  offendera  unto  justice  .  .  . 

[Dated  25  Sept.  162a.] 
Bymsr't  Foedera,  voL  XVII.  p.  51a. 

2.  Proclamation,  1624. 

A  proclamation  against  seditious,  popish  and  puritanical  books 
or  pamphlets. 

For  that  the  printing,  importing  and  dispersing  of  popish 
and  seditious  books  and  pamphlets  and  seditious  puritanical 
books  and  pamphlets  ...  is  grown  bo  common  and  practiped  so 
Ucentiously,  both  to  the  traducing  of  religion  and  the  state,  as 
that  great  inconveniences  may  grow  thereby  if  they  be  not  pre- 
vented and  punished;  therefore  we  do  straitly  charge  and 
command  that  from  henceforth  no  pereon  ur  person-:  -whatsoever 
presume  to  print  any  book  01  pamphlet  conceimng  matters  of 
religion,  church  government  or  state  within  any  our  own 
dominions,  which  shall  not  fiist  be  perused,  coirected  and 
allowed  under  the  hand  of  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canteibury, 
tlie  Lord  Archhiahop  of  York,  the  Bishop  of  London,  the  Vice- 
Chancellor  of  one  of  the  Universities  of  Oxford  or  Cambridge 
for  the  time  being,  or  one  of  tLem,  or  some  other  learned  person 
or  persons  to  that  purpose  appointed  by  them  or  one  of  them  ; 
and  that  no  merchant  or  other  person  whatsoever  from  hence- 
forth presume  to  import  into  this  kingdom  any  such  book  or 
pamphlet  and  oifer  the  same  to  Bale  or  otherwise  dispose  thereof, 
before  the  same  be  first  perused  and  allowed  by  the  Lord 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  [and  others  aa  before]  . . .  and  that 
no  .  .  .  person  whatsoever  shall  from  henceforth  presume  to  sell 
or  offer  to  sell  or  otherwise  disperse  . . .  any  such  book  or 
pamphlet  not  so  perused  and  allowed,  upon  pain  of  our  high 
displeasure  and  such  other  severe  punishment  as  by  o«r  laws 
or  by  our  prerogative  royal  may  be  inflicted  upon  them  for  such 
their  contempt. 

And  we  do  straitly  charge  and  command  all . , .  our  officers 
and  ministers  whatsoever  and  all  other  our  loving  subjects  to 
whom  it  shall  appertain,  and  especially  tbe  master  and  wardens 
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of  the  company  of  stationers  of  Lontlon,  that  from  time  fo  time 
they  do  their  utmost  endeavours  for  the  due  observance  of  the 
premissee,  and  for  the  discovery  and  searching  out  of  all  offences 
and  offendei'S  against  this  our  royal  command. 

[Dated]  Nottingham,  ig  August  a.r.  22. 

Bymer't  Fadera,  vol.  XVIL  p.  6i6, 


4.  MiLiTAUT  System. 
I.  Aj^ointmeTU  of  a  Cowncil  of  War,  1624. 
De  Commiesione  Olivero  Viceeomiti  Qrandison  et  aliis. 
James  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.,  to  our  right  tmsty  and 
right  well-heloved  cousin  and  councillor  Oliver  Viscount 
Grandison,  and  to  our  right  trusty  and  ■well-beloved  councillora, 
George  Lord  Carew,  Master  of  our  Ordnance,  Fnlke  Lord 
Brooke,  Arthur  Lord  Chichester  [and  seven  others],  greeting. 
Whereas  ive  are  now  to  take  such  ways  and  means  as  shall  be 
most  requisite  for  securing  our  realm  of  Ireland  with  the  rest 
of  our  dominions  and  putting  our  navy  royal  in  readiness,  we 
have  thought  good  to  nominate  and  appoint  a  council  of  war 
for  this  purpose,  and  of  the  knowledge  we  have  of  your  wisdom, 
integrity  and  experience  in  matters  of  this  nature,  we  have 
made  special  choice  of  you,  and  do  herebyreqaire  and  authorize 
you  or  any  six  or  more  of  you  to  assemble  and  meet  together 
from  time  to  time,  as  there  shall  be  cause,  to  call  unto  you  such 
persons  of  experience  whose  advice  and  opinion  you  shall  find 
cauEe  to  make  use  of,  and  to  advise  of  such  ways  and  means 
as  may  further  our  aforesaid  ends  of  assisting  our  allies, 
specially  the  Low  Countries,  seonring  Ireland  and  the  rest  of 
our  dominions,  and  putting  our  navy  in  readiness  and  safety, 
together  with  what  else  shall  be  recommended  to  you  from  us 
for  your  advice  towards  the  furtherance  of  our  service ;  and 
upon  mature  deliberation  of  such  things  as  shall  fall  into 
debate  with  you,  you  are  to  set  down  in  writing  your  opinions, 
and  make  speedy  representation  to  ua  of  such  things  as  shall 
be  fit  for  our  knowledge,  and  likewise  to  oifer  unto  our  Privy 
Council  such  propositions  as  may  he  meet  for  their  considera- 
tion or  to  be   by  them    put  in    execution.     And   these   our 
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letters  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant  and  disctarge  in  this 
behalf. 

fDateJ]  Nonsuch,  zo  July. 

Bymer's  Fcedera,  voL  XVII,  p.  615. 

a.  Impressment  and  Martial  Law,  1621. 

James  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.,  to  all  justices  of  peace, 
mayors,  sberiffs,  bailiffs,  constables,  headboroughs  and  to  all 
other  our  officers,  ministers  and  subjects  to  whom  these  presents 
shall  come,  greeting.  Forasmuch  as  we  have  appointed  our 
right  trusty  and  right  well-beloved  cousin,  Henry,  Earl  of 
Osford,  to  be  for  this  time  the  admiral  of  certain  of  oar  ships 
and  pinnaces  and  of  divers  other  ships  and  vessels  of  our  subjects, 
. .  .  and  to  the  end  he  may  be  furnished  of  all  manner  of  neces- 
saries that  shall  be  needful  or  shall  thereunto  appertain ;  know 
ye  that  we  ■  . .  by  tlieEe  presents  do  give  full  power  and 
authority  unto  the  said  Henry,  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  to  his 
sufficient  deputy  or  deputies,  wheresoever  he  shall  Lave  need, 
to  press  and  take  up  for  our  service,  for  the  furnisliing  of  any 
such  ships  or  vessels  as  shall  be  under  his  charge  in  any  place 
upon  our  coasts  of  England  or  Ireland,  any  mariners,  soldiers, 
gunners  or  other  needful  artificers  and  workmen  to  be  employed 
iu  oui-  service  committed  to  his  charge. 

And  further  we  do  give  full  power  and  authority  unto  the 
said  Henry,  Eari  of  Oxford,  to  receive  and  take  into  his  charge 
...  all  such  our  ships  and  all  other  ships  as  are  by  our  com 
mandment  appointed  by  our  High  Admiral  of  En,(iand  to  go 
under  his  charge,  with  all  their  companies, ...  to  rule  command 
and  govern  and  to  . . .  punish  as  the  greatness  and  quality  of 
the  fault  requireth :  that  is  to  say,  as  for  any  ti  ea&on  to  ua  01 
our  ships  or  people  in  them,  or  for  any  wilful  mutder  or  for 
any  notable  mutiny,  the  same  being  truly  and  justly  proved, 
the  said  Heni-y,  Earl  of  Oxford,  shall  have  full  power  to  execute 
and  take  away  their  life  or  any  member  in  form  and  order  of 
martial  law,  and  for  all  other  lesser  otfences  to  punish  as  in  his 
discretion  he  shall  think  best  and  as  are  commonly  used  in  our 
armies  by  sea  and  land  . . . 

[Dated]  ■Westminster,  December  4. 

Byiaere  S'adera,  vol.  XVU.  p.  34». 
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3,  Commission  to  execute  Martial  Law,  1624, 
James  by  the  grac     fG  J[&  ]t  t      t       dwllbl    ed 

the  major  of  DoYer  fthtmb         [i  ^h] 

Whereas  we  are  gi        t         Itdthtfth       t  oop   and 
companies  of  soldie       wh    h  m    t  ^  th      by 

commandment ...  at  D  th    jl         th       b    t  th 

county  of  Kent,  to  th       d  t    b    f        ll  tra    p    t  I      t 

parts  beyond  the  sea       tl      11  t    pe  1  th  t  m     y    f 

them  are  bo  disorder  1      dd     bd     tttl  mm     d 

that  they  presume  t        mm  t  d  t    g  1       th       h 

violence  as  that  the  jea       f  d         tymld   ttirb  d 

and  many  of  our  lov    gbjtpt        f         ftl       1  d 

have  their  houses  an  1      od        1    tly      t      dp  d  t  k 

away  by  force :  We  tl      f  t     f    or     ra  t 

prevent  the  said  diso  d  ra  and      t    g     by     pj  th  m 

their  begimung  befo      th  y  g    too  f      h  pp  mt  d  j 

to  be  our  commission  d  d    by  th       pre      t    gi  t    y 

or  any  three  or  more  of  you  full  power  in  all  places  within  our 
said  county  of  Kent,  as  well  within  the  Cinque  Porta  or  any 
other  liberty  aa  without,  to  proceed  according  to  the  justice  of 
martial  law  against  such  soldiers  within  any  of  our  lists  afore- 
said and  other  dissolute  persons  joining  with  them  as,  during 
such  time  as  any  of  our  said  troops  .  .  .  shall  remain  there  .  .  . , 
fihal!  within  any  the  places  or  precincts  aforesaid  at  any  time 
after  the  publication  of  this  our  commission  commit  any  rob- 
beries, felonies,  mutinies  or  other  outrages  or  misdemeanours 
which  by  the  martial  law  ought  to  be  punished  with  death ; 
and  by  such  summary  course  and  order  as  is  agreeable  to  mar- 
tial '  law  and  as  is  used  in  armies  in  time  of  war  to  proceed  to 
the  ti-ial  and  condemnation  of  such  delinquents  and  offenders, 
and  them  [to]  cause  to  be  executed  and  put  to  death  according 
to  the  law  martial,  for  an  example  of  terror  to  others  , .  . :  to 
which  purpose  our  will  and  pleasure  is  that  you  cause  to  be 
erected  such  gallows  or  gibbets  and  in  such  places  as  you  sliall 
think  fit,  and  thereupon   to  cause  the   said  offenders  to  be 
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executed  in  open  view  that  others  may  take  warning  thereby 
to  demean  themselves  in  such  due  order  and  obedience  as  good 
Bubjects  ought  to  do ;  straitly  chaining  and  commanding  all 
mayors  ,  ,  .  and  other  officers  and  all  other  our  loving  subjects 
whatsoever,  upon  their  allegiance  to  us  and  our  crown,  to  be 
aiding  you  and  such  three  or  more  of  you  as  aforesaid  in  the 
due  execution  of  this  our  royal  commandment.  And  these 
presents  shall  be  unto  you  a  sufficient  warrant  and  discharge 
for  the  doing  and  executing  ...  all  such  things  as  any  three 
or  more  of  you  as  aforesaid  shall  find  requisite  to  he  done  con- 
cerning the  premisses. 

At  Westminster,  the  tliirtieth  day  of  December. 

Pat.  EoU,  ii  Joe.  I,  part  4. 


VI.— EXTRACTS  FROM  POLITICAL 
WRITERS. 


I.  Prerogatvce  and  the  Jvdgee, 

. . .  Now  having  spoken  of  your  office  in  general,  I  am  next 
to  come  to  the  limits  wherein  you  are  to  bound  yourselves, 
which  likewise  are  three.  First,  encroach  not  upon  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  crown  :  if  there  falls  out  a  question  that  concerns 
■  my  prerogative  or  mystery  of  state,  deal  not  with  it,  till  you 
consult  with  the  king  or  his  council,  or  both ;  for  they  are 
transcendent  matters  .  .  .  That  which  concerns  the  mystery  of 
the  king's  power  is  not  lawful  to  be  disputed ;  for  that  is  to 
wade  into  the  weakness  of  princes,  and  to  take  away  the 
mystical  reverence  that  belongs  unto  them  that  sit  in  the 
throne  of  God. 

Secondly,  tliat  you  teep  yourselves  within  your  own  benches, 
not  to  invade  other  jurisdictions,  which  is  unfit  and  an  unlaivful 
thing  .  , .  Keep  you  therefore  all  in  your  own  bounds,  and  for 
my  part,  I  desire  you  to  give  me  no  more  right,  in  my  private 
prerogative,  than  you  give  to  any  subject,  and  therein  I  will  be 
acquiescent :  as  for  the  absolute  prerogative  of  the  crown,  that 
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0  subject  for  tie  tongue  of  a  lawyer,  nor  is  lawful  to  bo 


It  is  atheism  and  blasphemy  to  dispute  wbat  God  can  do : 
good  Christians  content  themsehea  with  his  will  revealed  in  his 
word,  so  it  is  pretumption  and  hiph  contempt  in  a  subject  to 
dispute  what  a  fcin,;  (.an  do  or  sav  that  a  king  cannot  do  this 
or  that ;  but  leat  m  that  which  is  the  king's  revealed  will  in 
his  law. 


2    Prerojaiive  aitd  PaHiament. 

According  to  these  fundamentallaws  already  alleged,  we  daily 
see  that  in  the  parliament  (which,  is  nothing  else  but  the  head 
court  of  the  king  and  his  vassals)  the  laws  are  but  craved  by 
his  subjects,  and  only  made  by  him  at  their  rogation  and  with 
their  advice  for  albeit  the  kmg  make  daily  statutes  and 
ordinances  enjoining  •'uch  pains  thereto  as  he  thinks  meet, 
without  any  advice  of  p  irliaraent  or  estates,  yet  it  lies  in  the 
power  of  no  jarliament  to  make  any  kiad  of  law  or  statute, 
without  hi"  sceptie  be  to  it  for  gn  mg  it  the  force  of  a  law  . . , 
And  as  ye  see  it  manifest  that  the  king  is  over-lord  of  the 
whole  land  so  is  he  master  over  e\ery  person  that  inhabiteth 
the  same,  having  power  over  the  life  and  death  of  every  one  of 
them :  for  although  a  just  prince  will  not  take  the  life  of  any 
of  his  subjects  without  a  clear  law,  yet  the  same  laws  whereby 
he  taketh  them  are  mode  by  himself  or  his  predecessors  ;  and 
so  the  power  flows  always  from  himself;  as  by  daily  experience 
we  see  good  and  just  princes  will  from  time  to  time  make  new 
laws  and  statutes,  adjoining  the  penalties  to  the  breakers  thereof, 
which  before  the  law  was  made  had  been  no  crime  to  the 
subject  to  have  committed  .  ,  .  And  where  he  sees  the  law 
doubtsome  or  rigorous,  he  may  interpret  or  mitigate  the  same, 
lest  otherwise  summum  jus  be  summa  injuria :  and  therefore 
general  laws  made  publicly  in  parliament  may  upon  known 
respects  to  the  king  by  his  authority  be  mitigated  and  suspended 
upon  causes  only  known  to  him. 

As  likewise,  although  I  have  said  a  good  king  will  frame  all 
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his  actions  to  be  according  to  the  law,  yet  is  be  not  bound 
thereto  but  of  bia  good  will,  and  for  good  example-giving  to  bis 
subjects  ...  So  as  I  have  already  eaid,  a  good  king,  though  lie 
be  above  the  law,  will  subject  and  frame  his  actions  thereto, 
for  esajuple'a  sake  to  bis  subjects,  and  of  his  own  free  will,  but 
not  as  flubject  or  bound  tbereto  .  .  . 

aViM  iam  ofFrm  MmarcUm  (TTortj  0/ James  T,  p.  aoa). 


2.  Chief  Justice  Coke. 

I.  The  honourable  court  of  Star-Chamber,  coram  Eege  et  Con- 

cilio  suo ;  of  ancient  time,  coram  Rege  in  camera,  &c. 

In  the  28th  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III  it  appeareth 
that  the  retnnis  coram  nobis  are  in  three  manners :  cma^i 
nobis  in  caraera  {which  it  is  said  was  afterwards  called  Camera 
SteUata) ;  cm-am  nobia  vhtcwaque  fuerimua  in  Anglia,  wliich 
is  the  King's  Bench ;  and  coram  ruAis  in  caneellaria.  And 
of  all  the  high  and  honourable  courts  of  justice,  this  ought  to 
be  kept  within  his  proper  bounds  and  jurisdiction  . . .  [Here 
follow  notes  of  various  cases  in  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Council  or  the  Star-Chamber  is  mentioned,  in  the  reigns  of  Ed- 
ward III,  Henry  YI,  Edward  lY,  Eicbard  in  and  Henry  YII.] 

. , .  This  court  in  aacient  times  sat  but  rarely,  for  three 
causes.  First,  for  that  enormous  and  exorbitant  causes  which 
this  cotu't  dealt  withal  only  in  those  days  rarely  fell  out. 
Secondly,  this  court  dealt  not  with  such  causes  as  other  courts 
of  ordinary  justice  might  cpudignly  punish,  m«  dignitas  hujus 
ewiae  vilesceret.  Thirdly,  it  very  rarely  did  sit  lest  it  should 
draw  the  king's  Privy  Council  from  matters  of  state  ^o  bono 
publico  to  hear  private  causes,  and  the  principal  judges  from 
their  ordinary  courts  of  justice. 

That  which  now  is  next  to  be  considered  in  aerie  temporis  is 
the  statute  of  3  H.  YII . . . 

Upon  this  statute  and  that  which  formerly  has  been  said, 
these  sis  conclusions  do  follow.  The  first  conclusion  is,  that 
this  Act  of  3  H.  YII  did  not  raise  a  new  court ;  for  there  was 
a  court  of  Star-Chamber  and  all  the  king's  Privy  Council  judges 
of  the  same  .  .  . 

The  second  conclusion  is,  that  the  Act  of  3  H.  YII  being  in  the 
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affirmative  is  not  in  some  tilings  pursued  . .  . ;  and  it  is  a  good 
rule  ttat,  where  the  Act  of  3  H.  VII  is  not  pursued,  there  .  . . 
they  must  h       v,        nt  f  um  the  ancient  coart 

Thirdly  th  t  th  At  being  (as  liath  been  said)  in  the 
affirmatiTe  and  n  m  rating  divers  particuUi  oflences  albeit 
'injuries'  a  1  w  1  yet  that  court  hath  jurisdiction  of 
many  othe  a  m  1  t  by  authority  and  daily  experience 
and  this  must    f  ty  be  in  respect  of  the  foimer  juris 

diction. 

Fourthly,  this  Act  in  one  point  is  introductory  of  a  new  law, 
which  the  former  court  had  not,  viz.  to  examine  the  defendant 
. .  .  upon  oath  upon  interrogatories. 

rifthly,  where  it  is  said  in  this  Act,  '  and  to  punish  them 
after  their  demerits  after  the  form  and  effect  of  statutes  made, 
&c.'  the  plaintiff  may  choose  whether  he  will  inform  upon  such 
statutes  as  this  Act  directeth,  or  for  the  offence  at  the  common 
jaw,  as  he  might  have  done  before  this  Act ;  which  proveth  that 
this  Act  tateth  not  away  the  former  jurisdiction. 

Lastly,  that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  dealeth  not  with  any 
offence  that  is  not  malum  in  se,  against  the  common  law,  or 
malum,  prohibitum,  against  some  statute  . .  . 

Divers  special  Acts  of  Parliament  have  given  also  jurisdiction 
to  thiscouit,  viz.  12  E,  II,  cap.  II ;  2  R.  II,  cap.  g  [!] ;  13H.IV, 
cap.  J ;  33  H.  VIII,  cap.  i ;  4  &  5  Ph,  &  Mar.  cap.  8 ;  5  Eliz. 
cap.  9,  10  &  14:  27  Ehz.  cap.  4. 

And  seeing  the  proceeding  according  to  the  laws  and  customs 
of  tliis  realm  cannot  by  one  rule  of  law  suffice  to  punish  in  every 
case  the  exorbitancy  and  enormity  of  some  great  horrible 
crimes  and  offences,  and  especially  of  great  men,  this  court 
dealeth  with  them,  to  the  end  that  the  medicine  may  bo  accord- 
ing to  the  disease,  and  the  punishment  according  to  the  offence. 
Mi  poena  ad  paucos,  metus  ad  mnnes  perveniat,  without  respect 
of  persons,  be  they  pubUc  or  private,  great  or  small ,  .  . 

The  proceeding  in  this  court  is  by  bill  of  information,  by 
examination  of  the  defendu.nt  upon  interrogatories,  and  hy 
examination  of  witnesses,  and  rai-ely  ore  tenus,  upon  the  con- 
fession of  the  party  in  writing  under  his  hand,  which  he  again 
must  freely  confess  in  open  court,  upon  which  confession  in 
open  court  the  court  doth  proceed.     But  if  his  confession  be  set 
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down  too  short  or  otlierwise  than  he  meant,  he  may  deny  if, 
and  then  ihey  cannot  proceed  against  him  but  by  bill  of 
information,  wii  h      the  fai      t  way  . .  . 

It  ia  the  n  t  h  n  u  abl  ourt  (our  Parliament  excepted) 
that  is  in  the  Chn  t  an  Id  both  in  respect  of  the  judges  of 
the  court,  and  f  th  In  ble  proceeding  according  to  their 
just  jurisdiction  a  d  tl  a  nt  and  just  orders  of  the  court. 
For  the  judg  f  th  same  are  (aa  you  have  heard)  the 
grandees  of  the  realm,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Treasurer, 
the  Lord  President  of  the  King's  Coancil,  the  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
all  the  lords  spiritual,  temporal  and  others  of  the  King's  most 
honourable  Privy  Council,  and  the  principal  judges  of  the 
realm,  and  such  other  lords  of  Parliament  as  the  King  shall 
name  ,  . .  And  the  court  cannot  sit  for  hearing  of  causes  under 
the  number  of  eight  at  the  least . .  .  This  court,  the  right 
institution  and  ancient  orders  thereof  being  observed,  doth  keep 
all  England  in  quiet. 

So  this  court  being  holden  coram  Eege  et  Concilio,  it  ia  or 
may  be  compounded  of  three  several  councils  :  that  is  to  say,  (i) 
of  the  lords  and  othera  of  hia  Majesty's  Privy  CouncO,  always 
jndgea  without  appointment,  aa  before  it  appeareth.  (2)  The 
judges  of  either  bench  and  barons  of  the  exchequer  are  of  the 
King's  Council  for  matter  of  law,  &c.,  and  the  two  chief  justices 
or,  in  their  absence,  other  two  justices  are  standing  judges  of 
this  court.  (3)  The  lords  of  Parliament  are  properly  de  Magna 
Concilio  Begia,  hut  neither  these,  being  not  of  the  King's  Privy 
Council,  nor  any  of  the  rest  of  the  judges  or  barons  of  the 
Exchequer  are  standing  judges  of  this  court. 

It  ia  now  and  of  ancient  time  hath  been  called  the  Chamber 
of  the  Stars,  the  Star-Chamber,  the  staiTed  chamber,  in  respect 
the  roof  of  the  court  ia  garnished  with  golden  stars  . .  .  Lastly, 
t  n  tl  to  be  seen  what  jurisdiction  this  court  hath  in 
pun  hn  nt  and  where  and  in  what  caaea  this  court  may  inflict 
pu  hm  t  by  pillory,  papers,  whipping,  loss  of  ears,  tacking 
f  e  t  gmata  in  the  face,  &c.  (For  it  extendeth  not  to  any 
ff  tl   t  concerns  the  life  of  man  or  obtruncatioa  of  any 

m  b  th  ears  only  excepted,  and  those  rarely  and  in  most 
hemoua  and  detestable  offences) . . .       Imtimtei,  F^yt  IV.  cap.  5. 

s  d  2 
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a.  Of  the  High  Commission  in  Causes  Ecdesiastical. 

Tivo  questions  have  been  made  concerning  the  jurisiliction  of 
these  ooiainissioners : 

First,  what  causes  do  belong  to  the  High  Commissioners  by 
force  of  the  Act  of  i  Elizabeth,  Cap.  I.  and  of  the  letters 
patents  thereupon  grounded  ? 

Secondly,  in  what  cases  tlie  High  Commissioners,  by  the  said 
Act  of  I  Eliz,  Cap.  I.  and  the  letters  patents  to  them  granted, 
may  impose  fine  and  imprisonment,  and  in  what  not .  . . 

First,  the  title  of  the  Act  is  'An  Act  restoring  to  the  crown 
the  ancient  jurisdiction,'  &o.  By  this  the  nature  of  the  Act 
doti  appear  to  be  an  Act  of  restitution.  And  this  is  also 
manifest  by  the  preamble  of  the  Act  .  .  . 

The  first  clause  of  the  body  of  the  Act  (to  let  in  the  restitu- 
tion of  tite  ancient  right  and  jurisdiction  ecclesiastical  nithin 
the  realm)  doth  abolish  all  foreign  jurisdiction  out  of  the  realm 
Then  followeth  the  principal  clause  of  restitution  and  uniting 
of  the  ancient  jurisdiction  ecclesiastical,  being  the  mam  purpose 
of  tie  Act  [the  first  part  of  §  8  is  recited]  And  upon  thii 
clause,  being  the  final  intentioa  of  this  Act  espiessed  in  the 
title  and  preamble,  do  the  subsequent  clauses  depend  therefoie 
this  clause  is  especially  to  be  considered,  and  therein  these 
things  are  to  he  observed  :  .  .  -  that  no  jurisdiction  is  by  this  Act 
restored  and  united  to  the  crown  but  such  as  befoie  the  Act 
had  been  or  lawfully  might  be  eserci'^ed  or  used  for  the 
reformation,  correction,  &c.  \fhereupon  it  is  concluded  thit, 
seeing  that  no  man  could  he  fined  01  impiisoned  by  force  of 
any  jurisdiction  ecclcEiastical  which  had  been  used  or  lawfully 
might  be  used  before  this  Act,  that  theieiore  by  this  Act  no 
power  of  fining   and  imprisoning  in  ecclesiastical  causes  is 

The  jurisdiction  being  restored  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  her 
heirs  and  successors,  next  and  immediately  doth  the  Act  give 
her  power  to  assign  and  authorize  commissioners  to  esecute  this 
jurisdiction  restored  and  united  to  hti,  Jor  which  purpose  it  is 
further  enacted  [part  of  §  8,  '  And  that  your  Highness  , . 
restrained  or  amended,'  is  recited.]  By  this  clause  there  is  no 
question  but  the  commiasioEers  for  such  causes  as  are  com- 
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mitted  to  them  by  force  of  this  Act  may,  if  the  commissioners 
be  eoinpetent,  proceed  to  deprivation  of  the  Popish  clergy, 
(which  was  tlie  main  object  of  the  Act),  or  to  punish  them  by 
ecclesiastical  censures,  and  by  no  words  or  meaning  hitherto 
can  punish  by  fine  or  imprisonment,  for  that  no  ecclesiastical 
power  could  reform  and  correct  (as  the  statute  speaketh)  in 
that  manner.  And  without  question,  if  the  commissioners  be 
competent,  that  is,  if  tbey  be  spiritual  men,  they  may  proceed 
to  sentence  of  eseommuiiication,  .  .  ,  and  upon  certificate  made 
of  the  escommumcation  according  to  law,  a  Signijicavit  or  Cap. 
excom.  shall  be  awarded  out  of  the  chancery  for  the  tailing  and 
imprisoning  of  the  bodies  of  such  excommunicate  persons. 

Now  after  the  letters  patents  of  the  commission  are  described 
and  limited,  followeth  a  clause  of  direction  for  the  commissioners 
to  keep  themselves  within  their  commission  in  these  words 
[the  conclasioa  of  §  8,  '  And  that  such  persons  .  .  .  notwith- 
standing,' recited.]  This  is  a  clause  of  reference  merely  to  the 
former  parts  of  the  Act,  and  yet  by  colom*  of  this  clause  the 
High  Commissioners  do  pretend  to  fine  and  imprison.  That 
this  clause  referretb  wholly  to  the  former  parts  of  the  Act,  it  is 
apparent  by  the  very  words  thereof  .  .  .  And  by  the  authority 
that  is  claimed  by  the  commissioners,  who  seeth  not  but  that 
confiscation  of  lands,  forfeiture  of  goods  and  chattels,  &c.,  as 
well  may  be  imposed  as  fine  and  imprisonment  %  And  were  it 
not  a  violent  interpretation,  directly  against  the  letter  and 
meaning  of  the  Act  and  full  of  great  inconvenience,  to  make  of 
these  latter  words  this  construction,  viz.  that  the  High  Com- 
missioners should  correct  and  punish  all  the  errors,  heresies, 
schisms,  offences,  abuses,  contempts  and  enormities,  &c.,  under 
such  pains,  forfeiture  aud  penalty  as  Queen  Elizabeth,  her  heirs 
and  successors  by  any  letters  patents  should  impose  or  appoint ; 
and  that  consequently  by  force  of  the  generality  of  this  con- 
struction, she  did  impose  and  appoint  fine  and  imprisonment  ? 
Which  construction  should  be  first  diiectly  against  the  words 
and  meaning  of  the  Act  for  the  causes  aforesaid.  Secondly,  by 
the  same  reason,  by  the  generality  of  such  a  construction, 
Queen  Elizabeth  might  have  imposed  forfeiture  of  lands, 
confiscation  of  goods,  nay,  corporal  puniahment,  loss  of  member 
and   of    life   also,   for  incontinency,   solicitation    of    chastity. 
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w  rking  on  t  holiilaT  "r  any  inferior  offence  punish<>lDle  bv  the 
eocleaii^ticil  law  anl  vet  the  sentsoce  of  tlie  commissioiieia  in 
such  cases  should  be  both  fatal  ■uid  final  Thirdly  that  thig 
violent  construction  nnler  m}stical  anl  cloudy  words  should 
extend  to  fine  and  inipr  sonmeut  S.c  [of]  all  peisons  as  well 
li^men  as  to  ecck  lastaoal  peraons    wlii  were  tie  pr  per 

oljects  of  this  Act  than  whitli  nothing  could  be  more  ^^surd 

in  1   n  onvenient 

And  seeing  it  hath  been  granted  that  the  papil  luthcr  ty  or 
an\  other  hiMug  ecclea  aatical  juiisdiction  eonld  not  fine  anl 
imprison  befo  e  this  Act  of   i  Elizabeth  it    follnneth 

a  c(Mcessis  and  by  the  letter  of  this  Act  that  it  was  ne\er  tl  e 
metuing  of  the  makers  theieof  to  ei-tei  d  the  sai  1  clanse  to  fiiie 
and  unpnson  the  subject  for  ecclesiastical  causes  and  to  make 
him  subject  to  gieater  confiscat  on'"  forfeituies  and  p  nisb 
nipnts  where  his  body  lefore  thi?  Act  was  not  subject  to 
impriBonment  but  upon  the  Kin^  s  writ  Be  ercom  c  tjiti'/i  io  noi 
his  bod^  lands  lud  ^oods  to  flnet,  or  othei  penalties  or  punish 
menta    by  them  to  be  in  posed  We  must  therefore  retire 

ourselves  to  the  text  of  the  A  t  of  i  Eliz  the  onlj  ground  of 
tlis  question  and  thereupon  the  conclusion  is  that  no  letteis 
p  te  t  aa  by  virt  f  thi  A  t  of  I  EIiz  e  y  p  w  t 
J  t  t  b  t       p  rt 
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Coke. 
'  Tbe  alluaion  is  to  13  EIiz.  1.  %  5,  and  29  Eliz. 
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And  concemicg  the  form  of  cxunmissions  and  practice  by  the 
High  Comiaissioners  id  the  reiga  of  the  iate  Queee  Elizabeth 
by  fining  and  imprisoning  for  adultery,  fornication,  simony, 
usury,  defamation,  &c.,  it  may  he  that  eucIi  fines  have  been 
imposed,  hut,  as  we  be  informed,  not  one  of  them  levied  in  all 
the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  by  any  judicial  process  out  of  the 
exchequer . ,  . 

In  Atmere'a  ease  the  whole  court  of  Escheqner  in  the  last 
Queen's  reign  judicially  resolved,  being  the  King's  proper  court, 
that  the  High  Commiasioners  could  not  punish  any  man  for 
working  on  a  holiday,  albeit  it  be  a  matter  of  ecclesiastical 
cognisance,  but  [that  he]  onght  by  the  true  meaning  of  the 
statute  of  1  Eliz.  to  he  punished  by  the  diocesan  .  , . 

And  concerning  fine  and  imprisonment,  anno  9  Eeginae 
Eiiz. .  . .  Thomas  Lee,  an  attorney  of  the  Common  Pleas,  being 
convented  before  the  High  Commissioners  for  hearing  of  a  mass, 
was  by  them  in  their  proceedings  committed  to  prison,  which 
matter  being  returned  by  Habeas  CorpuSj  he  was  upon  great 
consideration  had  by  the  Lord  Dier  and  the  whole  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  discharged  of  his  imprisonment,  for  that  the 
High  Commission   had  no   power   to   imprison  him  in    that 

And  we  will  conclude  with  the  confession  of  the  Lord  Arch- 
bishop Banci-oft  himself  in  his  2  and  Article,  his  own  words 
being  :  '  Of  latter  days  whereas  certain  lewd  persons  (two  for 
example's  sake),  one  for  notorious  adultery  and  other  untolerable 
contempts,  and  another  for  abusing  of  a  bishop  of  this  kingdom 
by  threatening  speeches  and  sundry  railing  terms,  no  way  to  bo 
endured,  were  thereupon  fined  and  imprisoned  by  the  High 
Commissioners  till  they  should  enter  into  bonds  to  perform 
further  orders  of  the  said  court,  the  one  was  delivered  by 
Habeas  Corpus  out  of  the  King's  Bench,  and  the  other  by 
a  like  writ  out  of  the  Common  Pleas;  and  sundry  other  pro- 
hibitions have  been  likewise  awarded  to  his  Majesty's  said 
Commissioners  upon  these  suggestions,  that  they  had  no 
authority  to  fine  or  imprison  auy  man. 

Initilttle$,  Part  IV.  cap.  74. 
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3.  LoED  Bacon. 
I.  Tlie  Star-Chamber. 
First,  tte  authority  of  the  Stai  Chamber  which  tefoie 
Buhsisted  hy  the  ancient  comniDii  laws  ot  the  lealm  was  con 
firmed  in  certain  cases  by  Act  of  Parhame  it.  This  court  19 
one  of  the  sagest  and  noi  leit  institutions  of  this  kin,,doni  For 
i»  the  distribution  of  courts  of  ordinarr  -justice  besides  the  high 
court  of  parliaiHent,  in  which  diatvibution  the  King's  Bench 
holdeth  the  pleas  of  the  crown,  the  common-place  pleas  civil, 
the  exchequer  pleas  concerning  the  King's  revenue,  and  the 
chancery  the  pretorian  power  for  mitigating  the  rigour  of  law, 
ia  case  of  extremity,  by  the  conscience  of  a  good  man ;  there 
was  nevertheless  always  reserved  a  high  and  pre-eminent  power 
to  the  King's  Conncilj  in  causes  that  might  in  example  or 
consequence  concern  the  state  of  the  commOQwealth ;  which  if 
they  were  criminal,  the  Council  used  to  sit  in  the  chamber 
called  the  Star-Chamber ;  if  civil,  in  the  White-Chamber  or 
White-Hall.  And  as  the  chancery  had  the  pretoiian  power  for 
equity,  so  the  Star-Chamber  had  the  censorian  power  for 
offences  under  the  degree  of  capital.  This  court  of  Star- 
Chamber  is  compounded  of  good  elements,  for  it  consisteth  of 
four  hinds  of  persons,  conneillors,  peera,  prelates,  and  chief 
judges.  It  discemeth  also  principally  of  four  hinds  of  causes, 
forces,  frauds,  crimes  various  of  stellionate,  and  the  inohoations 
or  middle  acts  towards  crimes  capital  or  heinous,  not  actually 
committed  or  perpetrated.  But  that  which  was  principally 
aimed  at  by  this  Act  was  force,  and  the  two  chief  supports  of 
force,  combination  of  multitudes,  and  maint*nance  or  headship 
of  great  persons. 

HisloTy  of  the  Seign  of  Sertrf/  VII,  ed.  1641,  p.  63. 

3.  TAe  Crovm  and  the  Jttdges. 

Judges  ought  above  all  to  remember  the  conclusion  of  the 

Eomaa  Twelve  Tables,  salus  populi   suprema   lex ' ;   and  to 

know  that  laws,  except  they  be  in  order  to  that  end,  are  hut 
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Ihings  captious,  and  oracles  not  well  inspired.  Therefore  it  is 
a  happy  thing  in  a  State  when  Kings  and  States  do  often 
consult  with  judges ;  and  again,  when  judges  do  often  consult 
with  the  King  and  State :  the  one,  when  there  is  matter  of  law 
intervenient  in  business  of  state ;  the  other,  when  there  is  some 
consideration  of  state  intervenient  in  matter  of  law ;  for  many 
times,  the  things  deduced  to  judgment  may  be  mfiu-m  and 
tuimi,  when  the  reason  and  consequence  thereof  may  trench  to 
point  of  estate  . .  .  Let  judges  also  remember,  that,  Solomon's 
throne  was  supported  by  lions  on  both  sides ;  let  them  be  lions, 
but  yet  lions  under  the  throne,  being  circumspect,  that  they  do 
not  check  or  oppose  any  points  of  sovereignty. 

Esiaysi  ' OJ  Judicature^ 

4.  Sir  Walter  Kalbiqh. 
The  Prerogative. 
All  binding  of  a  King  by  law  upon  the  advantage  of  his 
necessity  makes  the  breach  itself  lawful  in  a  King,  his  charters 
and  all  other  instruments  being  no  other  than  the  surviving 
witnesses  of  unconstrained  will.  Frinceps  non  suhjicitur  nisi 
sua  voluntate  libera,  mero  motu  et  certa  scieittia — necessary 
words  in  all  the  grants  of  a  King  witnessing  that  the  same 
grants  were  given  freely  and  knowingly. 

Frerogativf  of  Parliament  (Preface). 

5.   Db.  Cowell'. 

King  ...  He  is  above  the  law  by  his  absolute  power  (Bracton, 

I,  8) ' ;  and  though  for  the  better  and  equal  course  in  making 

laws  he  do  admit  the  three  estates,  that  is,  Lords  Spiritual, 

'  On  27  Feb.,  1610,  the  Honse  of  Commona  took  notice  of  this  book, 
publiehed  in  1607  by  Dr  Cowell,  ProfeaaoF  of  Civil  Law  at  Cimbridge; 
and  on  Marob  1,  m  a  conference  with  the  Lords,  specified  tbe  mticlea, 
King,  Parliament,  Prerogative,  and  Subsidy,  as  specially  objectionalile 
{Commaaa'  JoiK-naU).  The  King,  in  his  message  to  Pari iiunent  (March  8) 
eaid,  '  that  it  was  dangerous  to  submit  tlis  power  of  a  king  to  definition ; 
bnt  withal  he  did  acknowledge  that  he  had  no  power  to  make  laws  of  him- 
self, or  to  eiact  any  subsidies  dejtire  without  the  oonaent  of  his  thrte 
estates."     Parliaineatarg  D^alet  in  1610  (Camden  Society),  p.  34. 

'  Eraoton,  on  the  coniiaiy,  says  (1.  c.)  :  '  Ipse  autem  rei  non  debet  esse 
snb  Loniine  aed  snb  deo  et  euh  lege,  quia  lei  (acit  regem  . ,  , ;  non  est  enim 
rex  ubi  dominatur  vuluntaa  et  nun  lex..' 
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L     1    T  mp      1       d  th    C  mm  t  1    y  t  thia,  in 

d     ra  1  dm  p  f    f         t       t   b  t  of  his 

wb  tybyas        ftp  mdp       oatL  at 

tl     t  f  h  t  F        tl     wi  1         subject 

ft  rt      d     b    d      t     vb   h  m  y     t  b    tl      g!  t  vithout 

b       h    f  d  ty      11  y  Itj      F      th      m    t  w    d     j  him  to  be 

b        tkl  dtb  po  fdp  nsmg      ith  aoy 

pot        i  fS^'^Sl        '1       Ig  ^     barters 

wnto  any  which  is  his  only  and  cleir  nght  .  And  though  at 
his  c  t    n  h       k     n       h  not  to  alter  the  laws  of  the  land, 

yet  tl  th  n  t  ith  t     d    g    he  niiy  liter  or  suspend  any 

part     1      1       th  m    b  hurtful  to  the  public  estate  .  .  , 

Thu    m     h        1     t  b  I  have  heard  some  to  be  of  opinion 

that  th    1  w    b      b        th    King  Listly  he  bath  in  the 

light  i  h  w  m  }  p  ^ati^es  above  any  common  person, 
be  be  never  so  potent  or  honourable 

Farliamient  {parlamenfum)  The  asiemhly  of  the  King  and 

the  three  estates  of  the  realm  videlicet,  the  Lords  Spiritual,  the 
Lords  Temporal,  and  r'oinmun'i  for  the  debating  of  matter? 
touching  the  commonwealth  and  eipccially  the  making  and 
correcting  of  laws;  ■which  assemblv  or  court  is  of  all  othei 
the  highest,  and  of  greate'-t  autbouty  And  of  the'^e  two, 
one  must  needs  be  trne  that  either  the  King  is  above  the 
parliament,  tliat  is,  the  positive  hws  of  his  kmgdom,  or  else 
that  be  is  not  an  absolute  King  {Aristotle  Polit  III.  16}'.  And 
therefore  though  it  le  a  merciful  poiioy  and  also  a  politic 
mercy  (not  alterable  without  gieat  pen!)  to  make  laws  by  the 
consent  of  the  whole  realm  because  •'O  no  one  part  shall  have 
cause  to  complain  of  a  partiality  yet  simply  to  bind  the  prince 
to  or  by  these  laws  wera  repugnant  to  the  nature  and  constitu- 
tion of  an  absolute  monarchy  .  , . 

Prerogative  of  the  King  (praerogativa  regis)  is  that  especial 
power,  pre-eminence  or  privilege  that  the  King  hath  in  any 
kind,  over  awl  above  other  persons  and  above  the  ordinary 
course  of  the  common  law,  in  the  righ'i'  of  bis  crown  '  . . .  Now 

'  Tla  esact  reference  ia  obBoure,  but  Aristotle  (I.e.)  concludes  ' n&y 
(I  Tiras  d/ixfiv  fliArioi',  thiIiow  eaiaaraTioy  vo/io^^qkos  Hal  umjptTO!  Toii 
I'o/'oii : '  which  agreea  with  Bnicton  and  not  with  Cowell. 

=  Cf.  BlftckBtone,  I.  7  (ed.  1830,  vol.  I.  p.  139)  :  '  By  the  word  Prerog^t- 
tive  we  usually  underetand  tint  special  pce-eiiiinence  vhich  the  king  hath. 
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for  those  regalities  wliich  are  of  the  higher  nature  (all  being 
within  the  compass  of  hia  prerogative  and  justly  to  be  comprised 
under  that  title),  there  is  not  one  that  belonged  to  the  most 
absolute  prince  in  the  world  which  doth  not  also  belong  to  our 
King,  except  the  custom  of  the  nations  so  differ  (as  indeed 
tbey  do)  that  one  thing  be  in  the  one  accounted  a  regality 
that  in  another  is  none.  Only  by  the  custom  of  this  kingdom 
he  maketh  no  laws  without  the  consent  of  the  three  estates, 
though  he  may  quash  any  law  concluded  of  by  them.  And 
whether  his  power  of  making  laws  be  restrained  de  necessitate 
or  of  a  godly  and  commendable  policy,  not  to  be  altered  without 
great  peril,  I  leave  to  the  judgment  of  wiser  men.  But  I  hold 
it  in  controllable  [incontrovertible],  that  Ihe  King  of  England  is 
an  absolute  King.  And  all  learned  politicians  do  range  the  power 
of  making  laws  inter  insignia  mmmae  et  absolnlae  potestatis. 

Subsidy  {eubstdium)  . :  .  signifying  a  tax  or  tribute  assessed 
by  parliament,  and  granted  by  the  Commons  to  be  levied  of 
every  subject  according  to  the  value  of  his  lands  or  goods,  after 
the  rate  of  48.  in  the  pouEd  for  land  and  2s.  8d.  for  goods,  as  it 
is  most  commonly  used  at  this  day.  Some  hold  opinion  that 
this  subsidy  ia  granted  by  the  subject  to  tiie  Prince,  in 
recompense  or  consideration,  that  whereas  the  Pi-ince  of  his 
absolute  power  might  make  laws  of  himself,  he  doth  of  favour 
admit  the  consent  of  his  subjects  therein,  that  all  things  in 
their  own  confession  may  be  done  with  the  greater  indifierency. 
Comell't  Inlerpreter,  ed.  1607. 


6.  JoHK  Seldek. 
Convocation. 
We  have  nothing  so  nearly  expresses  the  power  of  a  convoca- 
tion in  respect  of  a  parliament,  as  a  court-leet  where  they  have 
a  power  to  make  byelaws,  as  they  call  them ;  as  that  a  man 
shall  put  so  many  cows  or  siieep  in  the  common ;  but  they  can 
make  nothing  that  is  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom. 

over  anil  above  all  other  persons,  and  ont  of  the  ordinary  course  of  the 
commoa  ]aw,  in  right  of  his  regal  dignity.'  The  aubstitution  of  the  words 
'out  of'  for  'eibore'  makes  all  the  difference. 
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King. 

A  King  is  a  tiling  men  have  made  for  their  own  sates,  for 
quietness'  sake  .  .  . 

A  King  that  claims  privileges  in  his  own  country,  because 
they  have  them  in  another,  is  just  as  a  cooi,  that  claims  fees  in 
one  Lord's  house  because  they  are  allowed  in  another.  If  the 
master  of  the  house  will  yield  them,  well  and  good. 

The  text,  '  Eender  unto  Ctesar  the  things  that  are  Csesav's,' 
makes  as  much  against  Kings  as  for  them,  for  it  says  plainly 
that  some  things  are  not  Cseear's.  But  divines  make  choice  of 
it,  first  in  flattery,  and  then  because  of  the  other  part  adjoined 
to  it,  '  Eender  uato  God  the  things  that  are  God's,'  where  they 
biing  in  the  Church.  .  .  , 

The  King  can  do  no  wrong :  that  is,  no  process  can  be 
granted  against  him.  What  must  be  done  then)  Petition 
him,  and  the  King  writes  upon  the  petition  '  suit  droit  fait,' 
and  sends  it  to  the  chancery,  and  then  the  business  is  heard. 
His  confessor  will  not  tell  him  he  can  do  no  wrong. 

There 's  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  head  of  the  church 
and  supreme  governor,  as  our  canons  call  the  King,  Conceive 
it  thus  :  there  is  in  the  kingdom  of  England  a  college  of 
physicians  ;  the  King  is  supreme  governor  of  those,  but  not 
head  of  them,  nor  president  of  the  college,  nor  the  best 
physician. 

Prerogative, 

Prerogative  is  something  that  can  be  told  what  it  ia,  not 
something  that  has  no  name.  Just  as  you  see  the  archbishop 
has  his  prerogative  court,  but  we  know  what  is  done  in  that 
court,  so  the  King's  prerogative  is  not  his  will,  or — what 
divines  make  it — a  power  to  do  what  he  lists. 

The  King's  prerogative,  that  is  the  King's  law.  For  example, 
if  you  ask  whether  a  patron  may  present  to  a  living  after  six 
months  by  law?  I  answer.  No.  If  you  ask  whether  the  King 
may?  I  answer,  he  may  by  his  prerogative,  that  is,  by  the  law 
that  concerns  him  in  that  case.  Seldea'a  Table  Tali,  ed.  1696. 
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VIJ— ECCLESIASTICAL. 

r.   Documents. 
1.  The  Millenary  Petition,  1603. 

The  Jininble  petition  of  the  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England 
desiring  reformation  of  certain  ceremoniea  and  abuses  of  the 
Churcli. 

To  the  most  Chvistian  and  excellent  prince,  our  gracious  and 
dread  Sovereign,  James,  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.,  we,  the 
ministers  of  the  Church  of  England  that  desire  reformation, 
wish  a  long,  prosperous  and  happy  reign  over  us  in  this  life, 
and  in  the  nest  everlasting  saiyation. 

Most  gracious  and  dread  SoTeieign,  seeing  it  hath  pleispd  the 
Divine  Majesty  to  the  gieat  comfort  of  all  good  Ohn^tians  to 
advance  your  Highnets  according  to  jour  just  title  to  the 
peaceable^o\ei-nnjent  of  this  church  and  commonwealth  of 
Englaud^e  the  mimstera  of  the  gospel  in  this  land  neither 
as  factious  men  affecting  a  popuicir  parity  in  the  church  nor  as 
schismatics  aiming  at  the  dissolution  of  the  state  ecclesnstical ' 
but  as  the  faithful  servants  of  Chnst  and  loval  subjects  of  your 
Majesty,  desiring  and  longing  for  the  redress  of  dners  ahuaes  of 
the  church,  could  do  no  less  in  our  obedience  to  God  service  to 
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your  Majesty  is,  that  [of]  these  offences  following,  some  may  be 
removed,  some  amended,  some  qualified; 

I.  In  the  church  service,  that  the  cross  in  baptism,  inter- 
rogatories ministered  to  infants,  [and]  confirmation,  as  super- 
fluous, may  be  talten  away.  Baptism  not  to  be  ministered  by 
women,  and  so  explained.  The  cap  and  surplice  not  urged. 
That  esamination  may  go  before  the  communion.  Thai  it  be 
ministered  with  a  sermon.  That  divers  terms  of  pdests  and 
absolution  and  some  other  used,  with  the  ring  in  marriage,  and 
other  such  like  in  the  hook  may  he  corrected.  The  longsome- 
ness  of  service  abridged.  Church  songs  and  music  moderated 
to  better  edification.  That  the  Lord's  day  be  not  profaned : 
the  rest  upon  holidays  not  so  strictly  urged.  That  there  be  an 
uniformity  o£  doctrine  prescribed.  No  popish  opinion  to  be 
any  more  taught  or  defended ;  no  ministers  charged  to  teach 
their  people  to  bow  at  the  name  of  Jesus.  That  the  canonical 
scriptures  only  be  read  in  tbe  church. 

II.  Concerning  church  ministers,  that  none  hereafter  be 
admitted  into  the  ministry  but  able  «id  sufficient  men,  and 
those  to  preach  diligently,  and  especially  upon  the  Lord's  day. 
That  such  as  be  already  entered  and  cannot  preach  may  either 
be  removed  and  some  charitable  course  taken  with  them  for 
their  relief,  or  eke  to  be  forced,  according  to  the  value  of  their 
livings,  to  maintain  preachers.  That  non-residency  be  not 
permitted.  That  King  Edward's  statute  [5  &  6,E.  VI.  12]  for 
the  lawfulness  of  minislcrs'  marriage  be  revived.  That 
ministers  be  not  urged  to  subscribe  but  (according  to  the 
law)  to  the  articles  of  religion  and  the  King's  supremacy  only. 

III.  For  church  living  and  maintenance,  that  bishops  leave 
their  oommendams,  some  holding  prebende",  some  parsonages, 
some  vicarages,  with  their  bishoprics.  That  double-beneficed 
men  be  not  suffered  to  bold  some  two,  some  three  benefices 
with  cute,  and  some  two,  three  or  four  dignities  besides. 
That   impropriations    annexed   to    bishoprics    and    colleges   be 

^^IS&i^d  only  to  the  preachers'  incumbents  for  the  old  rent. 
That  the  impropriations  of  layman's  fees  may  he  charged  with 
a  sixth  or  seventh  part  of  the  worth,  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
pleaching  minister. 

IV.  For  church  discipline,  that  the  discipline  and  escom- 
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ittunication  may  be   ailroiiiiatered  according  to  Chiist's   own 

institution,  or  at  least  that  enormitiea  may  be  redressed;  as, 

namely,  that  excoromunicatioa  come  not  forth  under  the  name 

of  lay  persons,  chancellors,  officials,   &c.     That   men  be  wot 

excommunicated   for  trifles   and  twelve-penny  matters;    that 

none  be  excommunicated  withont  the  consent  of  his  pastor. 

That  the  officers  he  not  suffered  to  extort  um-easoniable  fees. 

That  none  having  jurisdiction  or  registers'  places  put  out  the 

same  to  farm.     That  divers  popish  canons  (as  for  restraint  of 

marriage  at  certain  times)  be  reversed.     That  the  longsomeness 

of  suits   in  ecclesiastical   coui'fa  (which  hang  sometime   two, 

three,  four,  five,  six  or  seven  years)  may  be  restrained.     That  j     a>i"-^"i 

the  oath  ex  officio,  whereby  men  are  forced  to  accuse  themselves,         '  j.^i  f        , 

be  more  sparingly  used.     That  licences  for  marriage  withojit  i^^     1  «i^ 

banns  "asked  he  more  cautiously  granted.  liW" 

These,  with  such  other  abuses  yet  remaining  and  practised  in 
the  Chureb  of  England,  we  are  able  to  show  not  to  be  agreeable 
to  tlie  Scriptures,  if  it  shall  please  your  Highness  further  to 
Iiear  us,  or  more  at  large  by  wiiting  to  be  informed,  or  by 
conference  among  the  learned  to  be  resolved.  And  yet  we 
doubt  not  but  that  without  any  further  process  your  Majesty 
(of  whose  Christian  judgment  we  have  received  so  good  a  taste 
already)  is  able  of  yourself  to  judge  of  the  eq^uity  of  this  cause. 
God,  we  trust,  hath  appointed  your  Highness  our  physician  to 
heal  these  diseases.  And  we  say  with  Mordecai  to  Hester, 
'  Who  knoweth  ■whether  you  are  come  to  the  kingdom  for  such 
a  time}'  [Esth,  iv.  14].  Thus  your  Majesty  shall  do  that 
which  wre  are  persuaded  shall  be  aeueptable  to  God,  honour- 
able to  your  Majesty  in  all  succeeding  ages,  profitable  to  his 
church,  which  shall  he  thereby  increased,  comfortable  to  your 
ministers,  which  shall  be  no  more  suspended,  silenced,  disgraced, 
imprisoned  for  men's  traditions,  and  prejudicial  to  none  but  to 
thos^  that  seek  their  own  quiet,  credit  and  profit  in  the  world. 
Thus  with  all  dutiful  submission  referring  ourselves  to  your 
Majesty's  pleasure  for  your  gracious  answer  as  God  shall  direct 
j-ou,  we  most  humbly  recommend  your  Highness  to  the  Divine 
Majesty,  whom  we  beseech  for  Christ  his  sake  to  dispose  your 
royal  heart  to  do  herein  what  shall  be  to  his  gloi-y,  the  good  of 
his  church,  and  your  endless  comfort. 
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Your  Majesty's  most  tumble  subjects,  the  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  that  desire,  not  a  disorderly  innovation,  but  a  due  and 
godly  reformation.  FulUr'i  Ciurcft  llUfor^,  Book  X. 


^  Uavipfon  Court  Conference,  Jan.  1604. 

The  sum  of  what  was  concluded  at  this  conference  will 
appear  in  this  following  authentic  paper,  which  seems  to  be 
[hj]  the  hand  of  the  Bishop  of  London  [Bancroft]. 

A  note  of  ench  things  aa  shall  he  reformed  in  the  Church. 

I.  The  Absolution  shall  be  called  the  Absolution  or  General 
Bemission  of  Sins. 

a.  The  Confirmation  shall  be  called  the  Confirmation  or 
Further  Examination  of  children's  faith. 

3.  The  Private  Baptism,  now  by  laymen  and  women,  shall 
be  called  the  Private  Baptism  by  the  ministers  only ;  and  all 
tho39  questions  itt  that  baptism,  which  insinuate  it  to  be  done 
by  women,  taken  away. 

4.  The  Apocrypha,  that  hath  some  repngnancy  to  the 
canonical  scripture,  shall  not  he  read ;  and  other  places  chosen 
which  either  are  explanations  of  scripture  or  suit  best  for  good 
life  and  manners. 

5.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  bishops  shall  be  somewhat  limited, 
and  to  have  either  the  dean  and  chapter,  or  some  grave 
minister  assistant  to  them  in  ordination,  suspecsion,  degrada- 
tion, &c, 

6.  The  excommunication,  as  it  is  now  used,  shall  be  taken 
away  both  in  name  and  nature.  And  a  writ  out  of  the 
chancery,  to  punish  the  contumacious,  shall  be  framed. 

7.  The  kingdom  of  Ireland,  the  borders  of  Scotland,  and  all 
Wales,  to  be  planted  with,  schools  and  preachers  as  soon  as 
may  be. 

8.  As  many  learned  ministers,  and  maintenance  for  them,  to 
be  provided  in  such  places  of  England,  where  there  is  want,  as 
may  be. 

9.  Aa  few  douhle-beneficed  men  and  pluralities  as  may  be ; 
and  those  that  have  double  benefices  to  maintain  preachers,  and 
tti  have  their  livings  as  near  as  may  be  one  to  the  other. 
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10.  One  uniform  translation  of  tlie  Bible  to  be  made,  and 
only  to  be  used  in  all  the  churchea  of  England. 

ji.  One  Catecbism  to  be  made  and  used  in  all  places. 

12,  Tbe  Articles  of  Religion  to  be  explained  and  enlarged ; 
aJid  no  man  to  teacb  or  read  against  any  of  tbem. 

13.  A  care  had,  to  observe  who  do  not  receive  the  com- 
munion once  in  the  year :  tbe  ministers  to  certify  the  bishops, 
the  bishops  tbe  archbishops,  and  the  archbishops  the  King. 

14,  An  inhibition  for  Popish  books  to  be  brougbt  over  ;  and 
if  any  come,  to  be  delivered  into  their  hacds  only  that  are  fit  to 
have  them. 

15.  The  High  Commission  to  be  reformed,  and  reduced  to 
higher  causes  and  fewer  persons ;  and  those  of  more  honour  and 
better  ijualities.  Strype,  WUigifi,  vol.  II.  p.  501. 

(3)  Th^  King's  Licerux  to  Convoaation,  Aj>ril,  1604. 

James,  by  the  grace  of  Ood,  &c.,  to  all  to  whom,  &c., 
greeting.  Whereas  in  and  by  one  Act  of  Parliament  made  at 
Westminster  in  the  25th  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Henry  the 
Eightb,  reciting  that  where  the  King's  humble  and  obedient 
subjects,  tbe  clergy  of  the  realm  of  England,  had  not  only 
acknowledged  according  to  the  truth  that  the  Convocations  of 
the  same  clergy  were,  always  had  been  and  ought  to  he  as- 
sembled only  i^  the  King's  writ,  but  also  submitting  themselves 
to  the  King's  Majesty  had  promised  in  verba  sacerdotii  that  they 
would  never  from  thenceforth  presume  to  attempt,  allege,  claim 
or  put  in  ure,  or  enact,  promulge  or  execute  any  new  canons, 
constitutions,  ordinances,  provincial  or  other,  or  by  whatsoever 
other  name  they  should  be  called  in  the  Convocation  unless  the 
said  King's  most  royal  assent  and  licence  might  to  them  be  had 
to  make,  promulge  and  execute  the  same,  and  that  the  said  King 
did  give  his  most  royal  assent  and  authority  in  that  behalf,  it 
was  therefore  enacted  by  tbe  authority  of  the  said  parliament 
according  to  the  said  submission  and  petition  of  the  said  clergy 
(amongst  other  things)  that  they  nor  any  of  them  from  thence- 
forth should  enact,  promulge  or  execute  any  such  canons  [&0.] 
in  their  Convocations  in  time  coming,  (which  always  should  be 
assembled  by  authority  of  the  King's  writ),  unless  the  same 
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clergy  might  have  the  King's  moat  royal  assent  and  licence  to 
make,  promulge  and  execute  Euch  canons  [&c.],  upon  pain  of 
every  one  of  the  said  clei^  doing  contrary  to  the  said  Act  and 
being  thereof  convict  to  suffer  imprisonment  and  make  fine  at 
the  King's  will ;  and  further  by  the  said  Act  it  is  provided  tliat 
no  canons  [&c.]  sliould  be  made  or  put  in  execution  within  this 
realm  by  authority  of  the  Convocations  of  the  clergy  which 
should  he  contrary  or  repugnant  to  the  King's  prerogative 
royal  or  the  customs,  laws  or  statutes  of  this  realm,  anything 
contained  in  the  said  Act  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstand- 
ing ;  and  lastly  it  is  also  provided  hy  the  said  Act  that  such 
canons  [&c.]  which  then  were  already  made,  and  which  then 
were  not  contrary  nor  repugnant  tc  the  laws  [&c.]  of  this  realm 
nor  to  the  damage  or  hurt  of  the  King's  prerogative  royal, 
fihonld  then  still  he  used  and  executed  as  they  were  before  the 
making  of  the  said  Act,  until  such  time  as  they  should  he 
viewed,  searched  or  otherwise  ordered  and  determined  by  the 
persons  mentioned  in  the  said  Act  or  the  more  part  of  them, 
according  to  the  tenour,  form  and  effect  of  the  said  Act,  as  by 
the  said  Act  amongst  divers  other  things  more  fully  and  at 
large  it  doth  and  may  appear;  Know  ye  that  we,  for  divers 
urgent  and  weighty  causes  and  considerations  us  tbereunto 
specially  moving,  of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge  and 
mere  motion  ...  do  give  and  grant  full,  free  and  lawful  liberty, 
licence,  power  and  authority  uato  the  Reverend  Father  in  God, 
Eichard,  Bishop  of  London,  president  of  this  present  Convocation 
for  the  province  of  Canterbury  at  this  present  parliament  now 
assembled,  and  to  the  rest  of  the  bbhops  of  the  same  province, 
and  unto  all  deans  of  cathedral  churches,  archdeacons, 
chapters  and  colleges,  and  the  whole  clergy  of  every  several 
diocese  within  tlie  said  province.  That  they,  the  said  Bishop  of 
London,  president  of  the  said  Convocation,  and  the  rest  of  the 
said  bishops  [&o.]  or  the  greater  number  of  them  shall  and  may 
from  time  to  time  confer  .  .  .  and  agree  of  and  upon  such 
canons  [&c.]  as  they,  the  said  Bishop  of  London,  president  of 
the  said  Convocation,  and  the  rest  of  the  said  bishops  ...  or  the 
greater  number  of  tbera  (whereof  the  said  president ...  to  he 
one)  and  the  rest  of  the  clergy  ...  or  the  greater  number  of 
them  shall  think  necessary  .  .  . ,  for  the  honour  and  service  of 
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Almighty  God,  the  good  and  quiet  of  the  Church  and  the  "better 
government  thereof,  to  be  from  time  to  time  observed  ...  as 
well  by  themselves  and  the  rest  of  the  whole  clergy  of  the  said 
province  of  Canterbury  in  their  several  callings  .  . .  and  ad- 
ministrations and  also  by  all  chancellors,  deans  and  chapters, 
archdeacons,  commiasaries,  .  .  .  and  all  other  ecclesiastical 
officers  and  their  inferior  ministers  whatsoever  of  the  same 
province  of  Canterbury  in  their  distinct  courts  and  in  the  ordei" 
and  manner  of  their  proceedings ;  and  further  to  confer  .  .  , 
and  agree  upon  such  other  points  ...  as  we  from  time  to  time 
ehall  deliver  .  .  ,  unto  the  said  Bishop  of  London,  president  of 
the  said  Convocation,  in  writing  under  our  gign  manual  or  privy 
Btgnet  to  be  debated  .  .  .  and  concluded  upon  :  the  said  statute 
or  any  other  statute.  Act  of  PurJiament ...  or  any  other  .  .  . 
thing  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  not  with  stacding. 

And  we  do  also  by  tbese  presents  give  imto  the  said  Bishop  of 
London,  president  of  the  said  Convocation,  and  to  the  rest  of  the 
bishops  [&c.]  full,  free  and  lawful  hherty  .  ,  .  and  authority  that 
they,  the  said  Bishop  of  London  ,  .  .  and  tie  rest  of  the  said 
bishops  of  the  same  province  or  the  greater  number  of  them 
(whereof  the  said  president  of  the  said  Convocation  to  be  one)  and 
the  rest  of  the  clergy  ...  or  the  greater  number  of  them,  all 
the  said  canons  [So.]  so  by  them  .  .  ,  agreed  upon  shall  and  may 
set  down  in  writing  in  such  form  as  heretofore  hath  been  accus- 
tomed ;  and  the  same  so  set  down  in  writing  to  exhibit  and 
deliver  .  .  .  unto  us,  to  the  end  that  we  upon  mature  consider- 
ation .  , .  may  allow  .  .  .  and  ratify  or  otherwise  disallow  .  .  . 
such  and  so  many  of  the  said  canons  [&c.]  as  we  shall  think  fit : 
. . .  provided  always  that  the  said  canons  [&c.]  ...  be  not  contrary 
or  repugnant  to  the  doctrine,  orders  and  ceremonies  of  the 
Church  of  England  already  established ;  provided  also  ,  .  .  that 
the  said  canons  [&c.]  shall  not  be  of  any  force  ...  in  the  law, 
but  only  such  and  so  many  of  them  and  after  such  time  as  we 
by  our  letters  patent  under  our  great  seal  of  England  sball 
allow  .  .  .  the  same;  anything  before  in  these  presents  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 
[Dated]  at  Westminster,  12  April. 
Pat.  BoU,  a  James  I,  Part  aj. 
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'V 
V  ^  if        4.  A  Proclamation  enjoining  conformity  to  tlie  form  of  the 

\  service  of  God  established  [July,  1604]. 

The  care  which  we  have  had  and  pains  which  we  have  taken 
to  settle  the  affairs  of  this  Church  of  England  in  an  uniformity 
as  well  of  doctrine  as  of  government,  both  of  them  agreeable  to 
the  word  of  God,  the  doctrine  of  the  primitive  church  and  the 
jlaws  heretofore  established  for  those  matters  in  this  realm,  may 
ft  J  sufficiently  appear  by  our  former  actions.     For  no  sooner  did 
"  y  the  infeclion  of  the  plague  reigning  immediately  after  our  entry 
,if   into  this  kingdom  give  us  leave  to  have  any  asaembly,  but  we 
V^  held  at  our  honcnir  of  Hampton  Court  for  that  purpose  a  con- 
"  J'  ""  ference   between  some   principal    bishops   and   deans   of  this 
^*\       church,  and  such  other  learned  men  as  understood  or  favoured 
J.    „'  the  opinions  of  those  that  seek  alteration,  before  onrself  and 

"  /  our  council.     Of  which  conference  the  issue  was,  thnt  no  well 

/  grounded  matter  appeared  to  us  or  our  said  council  why  the 

r  state   of  the   church  here  by  law  estahlished  should  in   any 

material  point  be  altered  .  .  .  Notwithstanding  at  the  lata 
assembly  of  our  parliament  there  wanted  not  many  that 
renewed  with  no  little  earnestness  the  questions  before  deter- 
mined and  many  more,  as  well  about  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  as  other  matters  of  church  government,  and  importuned 
us  for  our  assent  to  many  alterations  therein.  But .  . .  the  end 
of  all  their  motions  and  overtures  falling  out  to  be  none  other 
in  substance  than  was  before  at  the  conference  at  Hampton 
Couii,  ...  we  have  thought  good  once  again  to  give  notice 
thereof  to  all  our  subjects  by  public  declaration,  .  .  .  and  con- 
sequently to  admonish  them  all  in  general  to  conform  them- 
selves thereunto,  without  listening  to  the  troublesome  spirits  of 
some  persons,  who  never  receive  contentment  either  in  civil  or 
ecclesiastical  matters  but  in  their  own  fantasies,  especially  of 
certain  ministers  who  under  pretended  zeal  of  reformation  are 
the  chief  authors  of  divisions  and  sects  among  our  people.  Of 
many  of  which  we  hope  that  now  when  they  shall  see  that  such 
things  as  they  have  proposed  for  alteration  prove  upon  trial  so 
weakly  grounded  as  deserve  not  admittance,  they  will  out  of 
their  own  judgment  conform  themselves  . .  .  But  if  our  hope 
herein  fail  us,  we  must  advertise  them  that  our  duty  towards 
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God  requiretli  at  our  hands,  Uiat  what  untractable  men  do  not 
perform  upon  admonitioa,  tliey  must  be  compelled  unto  by 
anthority  .  .  .  And  yet  by  advice  of  our  council  and  opicion  of 
the  bishops,  we  have  thought  good  to  give  time  to  all  ministers 
disobedient  to  the  orders  of  the  church  and  to  ecclesiastical 
authority  here  by  law  established,  and  who  for  such  dis- 
obedience, either  in  the  days  of  the  Queen  our  sister  of  famous 
memory  deceased  or  since  our  reign,  have  incurred  any  censures 
of  the  church  or  penalties  of  iaws,  until  the  last  of  November 
now  nest  ensuing  to  bethink  themselves  of  the  course  they  will 
hold  therein,  .  .  .  assuring  them  that  after  that  day  we  shall  not 
fail  to  do  that  which  princely  providence  requireth  at  our 
hands ;  that  is,  to  put  into  execution  all  ways  and  means  that 
may  take  from  among  our  people  all  giounds  and  occasions  of 
Beets,  divisions  and  unquietness  .  . . 

[Dat«d  16  July,  a.  r.  z.] 
Cardieell,  Documentary  Annals,  soL  II.  p.  60. 

5.  Circular  letter  of  Archbishop  Bancroft,  teith  a  copy  of 
a  Utter  from,  the  Privy  Vowiidl  touching  clerical  nou- 
eonformists,  Bee.  1604, 

Salutem  in  Christa  I  have  received  a  letter  from  the  lords 
of  his  Majesty's  most  honourable  Privy  Council,  whereof  your 
lordship  is  to  take  notice,  the  copy  whereof  followeth  word  for 
word. 

After  our  hearty  commendations  to  your  lordship.  Foras- 
much as  the  time  is  now  expired  which  by  his  Majesty's  late 
proclamation,  dated  tbe  i6th  day  of  July  last,  wai  prescribed 
and  limited  to  all  those  of  the  clergy  for  the  conforming  of 
themselves  unto  the  laws  and  orders  of  the  church  government 
established  within  tliis  realm,  that  have  heretofore,  under 
a  pretended  zeal  of  reformation,  but  indeed  of  a  factions  desire 
of  innovation,  refused  to  yield  their  obedience  and  conformity 
thereunto  ;  by  means  whereof  all  such  as  persist  in  that  wilful 
disobedience  are  subject  to  the  penalty  of  deprivation  from 
their  benefices  and  other  church  livings,  of  deposition  from 
their  ministry,  and  other  censures  of  the  chuicii,  which  were  as 
well  at  all  times  heretofore  as  presently  in  vigour  and  force  .  .  . 


yGoosle 


423  James  I.  [leaa. 

His  Majesty  is  well  pleasec!  to  have  it  known  ttat  he  is  as  far 
from  alteration  of  iiis  purpose  to  work  an  uniformity,  as  they 
are  importunate  in  their  unjust  deaire  of  innovation,  and 
especteth  that  from  henceforth  without  delay,  where  advice 
prevaileth  not,  authority  shall  compel,  and  that  tte  laws  shall 
he  put  in  execution  where  admonition  takoth  not  effect .  ,  .  And 
so  we  bid  your  lordship  very  heartily  farewell.  Erom  "White- 
hall the  lOth  of  December  MDCIV  . . . 

Your  lordship  having  perused  this  letter  cannot  but  greatly 
rejoice  at  his  Majesty's  constant  resolution  and  most  honourable 
inclination  of  their  lordships,  ajid  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  with 
all  care,  faith  and  diligence  accomplish  the  effect  thereof . .  . 

At  Lambeth  the  22nd  of  December,  MDCIV. 

Your  lordship's  very  loving  friend  and  brother, 
R.  Cantuae. 
GardicelVi  Docam^lary  AnuaU,  vol.  II.  p.  69. 

6-  Letter  of  indulgence  to  Papists,  1622. 

The  Lord  Keeper  wrote  to  the  judges  oa  this  manner: 
That  the  King  having,  upon  deep  reason  of  state,  and  in 
expectation  of  the  like  correspondence  from  foreign  princes  to 
the  professors  of  our  religion,  resolved  to  grant  some  grace  to 
the  imprisoned  Papists,  had  commanded  him  to  pass  some  writs 
under  the  broad  seal  for  that  purpose ;  wherefore  it  is  his 
Majesty's  pleasure,  tiiat  they  make  no  nicenesa  or  difficulty  to 
extend  his  princely  favour  to  all  such  as  they  shall  find  prisoners 
in  the  gaols  of  their  circuits,  for  any  church  recnsancy,  or 
refusing  the  oath  of  supremacy,  or  dispersing  of  popish  books, 
or  any  other  point  of  recusancy  that  shall  concern  religion 
only  and  not  matters  of  state,  liiuAworth,  vol.  I,  p.  63. 

7.  Letter  of  James  I  to  the  Archbishop  of  CaiUerhury,  vdth 
directions  ai 


Most  Reverend  Father  in  God,  right  trusty  and  entirely 
beloved  eouncillor,  we  greet  you  well.  Forasmuch  as  the 
abuses  and  extravagances  of  preachers  in  the  pulpit  have  been 
in  all  times  suppressed  in  this  realm  by  some  act  of  Council  or 
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State  with  the  aiyice  and  resolution  of  ^ave  and  learned 
prelates  ,  and   v,  heieas    at   tliia   j  leseiit   d  Ters    young 

student''  by  reading  of  late  wiitera  and  ungiounled  diTines 
do  broach  many  times  unprohtable  UEfeound  eeditiuufe  and 
dangeious  doctrines  to  the  bo^odal  of  the  (  hurcli  and  disquiet 
of  the  State  and  present  government  We  ui  jq  humble 
representation  unto  ua  of  thee  ineonieniencea  by  yourself  and 
sundry  (ther  grave  and  reverend  prelates  do  by  the  e  our 

special  letters  straitly  charge  and  comn  and  you  to  use  all 
possible  care  and  diligence  that  these  hmitations  and  cautions 
herewith  sent  unto  you  concern  ng  preachejs  be  duly  and 
strictly  from  henccfoith  put  in  pnttice  md  ol'.ei\ed  by  the 
Beveial  hiahopa  within  jour  juii=di  tion 

Directions  concerning  preachers 

I  Ihat  no  preachpi  under  the  degree  and  calling  of  a 
bishop  or  dean  do  tiie  occasion    by  the  expoundmg  of 

auj  text  of  scripture  whatsoever  to  fall  mto  any  set  discuurie 
or  common  place  otherwise  than  by  opening  the  coherence  and 
division  of  the  test  which  ehall  not  be  comprehended  and 
warranted  m  eiaence  substance  eflect  or  naturd  iiilerence 
within  some  one  of  the  Artitles  of  Eeligion  ,  . , 

II.  That  no  parson,  vicar,  curate  or  lecturer,  shall  preach 
any  germon  or  collation  hereafter,  upon  Sundays  and  holidays 
in  the  afternoon,  in  any  cathedral  or  parish  church  throughout 
the  kingdom,  but  npon  some  part  of  the  Catechisci,  or  some  text 
taken  out  of  the  Creed,  Ten  Commandments  or  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  (funeral  sennona  only  excepted)  .  . . 

III.  That  no  preacher  of  what  title  soever,  under  the  degree 
of  a  bishop  or  dean  at  the  least,  do  from  henceforth  presume  to 
preach  in  any  popular  auditory  the  deep  points  of  predestina- 
tion, election,  reprobation,  or  of  the  universality,  efficacy, 
resistibility  or  irresistibility  of  God'a  grace  .  .  , 

IV.  That  no  preacher  ,  .  .  shall  preeume  in  any  auditory 
within  this  kingdom  to  declare,  limit  or  bound  out,  by  way  of 
positive  doctrine  in  any  lecture  or  sermon,  the  power,  pre- 
rogative and  jurisdiction,  authority  or  duty  of  sovereign 
princes .  .  . 

V.  That  no  preacher  . .  .  shall  presume  causelessly  or  without 
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invitation  from  the  text  to  fall  into  bitter  invectives  and  in- 
decent railing  speeches  against  tlie  persons  of  either  Papists  or 
Puritans  .  .  , 

VI.  Lastly,  that  the  archbishops  and  bishops  of  the  Ifingdom 
(whom  his  Majesty  bath  good  cause  to  blame  for  their  former 
remissness)  be  more  wary  and  choice  in  their  licensing  of 
preachers,  and  revoke  all  grants  made  to  any  chancellor, 
official  or  commissary,  to  pass  licences  in  this  kind :  and  that 
all  the  lecturers  ...  be  licensed  henceforward  in  the  court  of 
faculties,  by  recommendatiou  of  the  party  from  the  bishop  of 
(he  diocese,  under  his  hand  and  seal,  with  a  flat  from  the 
Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  [and]  a  confirmalion  under  the 
great  seal  of  England.  And  that  such  as  do  transgress  any 
one  of  the  directions  be  suspended  by  the  bishop  of  the  diocese, 
or  in  his  default  by  the  archbibbop  of  the  province,  ah  officio  el 
beneflcio,  for  a  year  and  a  day,  until  his  Majesty,  by  the  advice 
of  the  nest  Convocation,  shall  prescribe  some  further  punish- 
ment. Buehmorlh,  vol.  L  pp.  64-5. 


8.  Iliffh  Commission,  16 11', 

[I.]  James  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.,  to  ihe  most  reverend 
father  our  right  trusty  and  right  well-beloved  councillor, 
George,  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  [Sc],  and  to  the 
Lord  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  for  the  time  being,  and  to 
our  right  trusty  and  right  well-beloved  councillor,  Thomas, 
Lord  Ellesmere,  Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  and  to  our  right 
trusty  and  right  well-beloved  cousin  and  councillor,  Robert, 
Earl  of  Salisbury,  Lord  High  Treasurer  of  England,  and  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  England  or  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal 
of  England  ...  and  to  the  Lord  Treasurer  of  England  for  the 
time  being,  and  to  [87  others']  greeting. 

[II.]  Whereas  at  the  parhament  holden  at  "Westminster  in 
the  first  year  of  the  reign  ot  our  dear  sister  Elizaheth  late 
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Queen  of  England  one  Act  was  made,  amongst  others,  entitled 
An  Act  restoring  to  the  crown  the  ancient  jurisdiction  over 
the  state  ecclesiastical  [ic],  by  which  said  Act,  amongst  other 
things,  it  was  established  and  enacted,  That  [&c.] ;  hy  the 
express  words  of  which  said  Act  authorizing  our  said  dear 
Bister,  her  heirs  and  successors,  to  grant  such  connnissions  when 
and  as  often  and  for  such  and  so  long  time  as  should  be  thought 
meet  and  convenient,  it  appeareth  that  tte  said  parliament 
purposed  plainly  to  represent  and  intimate  to  our  said  dear 
sister  and  the  kings  of  this  realm  that  should  succeed,  as  well 
the  great  trust  that  was  reposed  in  the  crown,  as  also  their 
own  opiuion  and  intention  that  such  commissions  should  be  of  a 
temporary  nature,  and  that  it  was  desired  and  meant  that  they 
might  be  accommodated  to  the  accidents  and  varieties  of  times 
and  occasions;  We  have  now  thought  good,  for  divers  weighty 
causes  and  out  of  our  princely  care  and  desire  to  ease  and 
content  our  loving  subjects  as  far  as  may  stand  with  good 
government  and  justice,  by  the  advice  of  our  Privy  Council  to 
grant  fortli  our  commission  in  manner  and  form  following. 

[IIL]  Know  ye  therefore  that  we  for  sundry  good,  weighty 
and  necessary  causes  and  considerations  us  thereunto  especially 
moving,  of  our  mere  motion  and  certain  knowledge,  by  force 
and  virtue  of  our  supreme  authority  and  prerogative  royal  and 
of  tie  said  Act,  do  by  these  our  letters  patents  under  our  great 
seal  of  England  give  and  grant  full,  free  and  lawful  power  and 
authority  unto  you  the  said  [commissioners  above-named]  being 
all  our  natural  subjects,  or  any  three  or  more  of  you,  whereof 
[the  Archbishop,  the  Lord  Treasurer,  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  ten 
Bi  hoj  8  and  fourteen  otheri]  to  be  one  from  time  to  time  to 
enquire  as  well  by  exam  nation  of  witnesses  or  presentments  as 
also  by  examination  of  the  parties  accused  themselves  upon 
their  01th  (where  theie  sball  fiist  appear  sufficient  matter  of 
charge  by  examination  of  iiitnesaes  or  bv  pie  entments  or  by 
public  and  notorious  fame  r  bj  information  of  the  ordinary)  of 
all  and  s  ngular  a^  ostipiei  leie«ie'i  great  error's  m  matters  of 
laith  and  religion  schisms  11  lawful  convei  tides  teniing  to 
schism  against  the  leligion  01  guiernment  of  the  Clurch  now 
estallished  and  also  of  all  peisons  wh  ch  have  or  '.hall  refi  ^e 
to  have  their  children  biptized    01  nhich  hi^e  or  shall  ad 
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minister  or  procure  or  w  illin^h  ■^nffLf  tl  e  parnment  of  Lapf  iim 
to  be  idmiuiBtered  by  any  Tesuit  &em  nary  or  othei  popi  h 
priest  01  wluch  liaye  or  shall  celebrate  the  mass  or  piocuie  the 
s*me  to  be  (.elebrated  or  willii{,ly  hear  or  be  piesent  at  the 
same  and  tf  their  '^aid  ofleHcea ,  and  also  of  all  blaiiphemoua 
anl  impioua  acts  and  speeches  Bcindaloua  book"!  libels  and 
wiitiEgs  against  the  doctime  ot  relijion  the  book  of  Common. 
Piajer  oi  ecdesiast  cal  state  or  goyemment  now  establiilied 
m  the  Church  of  England  oi  aga  nst  ^ny  archbishop  oi  bishop, 
ttuchmg  any  offence  or  crime  ot  tcclesiaatical  cigiiizan(,e 
prufai  ation  of  the  sacnments  of  biptism  and  the  Lord  s 
Suppei  and  of  all  otter  things  and  placea  consecrated  or 
dedicated  to  divine  service  wilful  and  unlawful  digging  np 
of  bulled  bodes  in  any  church  or  chapel  or  churchjard 
violent  and  wiltul  disturbances  and  intaiiuptions  of  divint, 
service  or  'sermons  m  any  church  chapel  or  pahln,  preaching 
place  violent  and  wilful  laving  ot  hii  ds  uj  on  the  person  of 
any  archbishop  or  bishop  simonies  incests  infamous  and 
notorious  adulteries  tm.d  of  all  abuses  offmees  in.  olenl  mu 
behaviours  atid  eontem^yti  6etj  g  not  eaj  itttl  committed  or  done 
■unto  OT  aqamat  vow  c  ony  tuth  three  or  more  of  you  as  ts 
aforesaid  judictally  sitttnj  in  o  ir  said  eoui  t  if  High  tommx  sion 
fr  ecclesia  lical  causes  i  and  of  all  outrageous  offencet,  afuses 
and  eoTilempls  ajoresaid  against  any  our  oncers  or  mmiktera 
^n  ttie  execution  of  the  process  or  mandates  awarded  o  made 
accordinj  to  the  tenowr  or  to  ^  true  intent  or  ineaning  of  titese 
our  letters  patents  and  dJso  ot  all  corruptions  cont«mpts  and 
ahu=e&  in  any  ectlesiastical  judge  ofliceis  or  their  deputies  or 
clcihs  or  other  ministerB  >vhatsoe\er  belonging  ^either  to  our 
said  com  t  of  High  Commission  [^c  ]  ot  io  a-aj  other  ecclcsia'^tn.al 
courts  or  emploied  in  or  by  the  ■'ime  committed  in  any 
county  or  fthei   places  within  these  our  realms  of 

England  and  Ireland  and  dom  niou  of  Wales  and  of  all  the 
oHtnders  in  the  J  remises  and  ot  all  thur  counselloia  procurers 
and  abeltor= 

[IV  ]    4nd  we  do  further  giye  and  grant  full,  free  and  lawful 
po\sei  and  authority  unto  you  all  or  to  such  thiee  or  more  oi 

•  Added  in  1613. 
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you  as  is  aforesaid  to  ecqaire  as  aforesaid  of  all  misdemeanours 
whatsoever  committed  by  any  ecclesiastical  person  within  these 
our  realms,  .  .  ,  whicb  in  any  wise  concern  the  execution  of 
their  several  offices  ...  in  any  matter  of  ecclesiastical  cognizance, 
as  also  of  all  other  raisdemeanours  committed  by  the  said 
ecclesiastical  persons  for  which  they  may  be  censured  by  the 
ecclesiastical  laws  of  this  our  kingdom, 

[v.]  And  also  we  .  ,  .  give  .  ,  .  authority  unto  you  or  any 
three  or  more  of  you,  whereof  [&c.  as  before],  to  search  for, 
apprehend  and  imprison  ...  all  Jesuits,  Seminaries  and  other 
popisli  priests,  obstinate  and  dangerous  popish  recusants, 
suspected  of  practice  against  the  state,  and  sectaries ;  and 
likewise  all  persons  which  shall  send  or  convey  .  , .  any  children 
of  their  own  or  of  any  others  or  any  persons  whatsoever  into 
the  parts  beyond  the  seas,  to  be  there  kept,  taught  or  brought 
up  in  the  Romish  religion,  either  in  any  school  or  seminary  or 
in  any  ottier  place  whatsoever;  and  also  al!  such  as  shall  send 
and  convey  .  . .  any  money  or  other  things  towards  the  relief  or 
maintenance  of  any  such  child  or  children,  or  of  the  said 
seminaries  or  schools  themselves,  or  any  persons  living  in  the 
same ;  and  to  proceed  against  and  punish  them  in  manner  and 
form  hereafter  following,  or  otherwise  to  deliver  them  over  to 
our  temporal  courts,  judges  and  justices  as  their  several  cases 
stall  req^uire. 

[YI,]  And  also  we  ...  do  give  full . . .  authority  unto  you  or 
any  three  or  more  of  you,  whereof  [&c],  to  enquire  and  search 
for  . . ,  all  heretj.cal,  schismatical  and  seditious  books,  libels  and 
writings,  ^and  all  other  boohs,  pamphlets  ami  portraitnrei 
off'ensive  to  the  state  or  eel  Jorth  vithout  sufficient  and  lawful 
authority  in  that  hehalf,  and  all  makers,  devisers,  printers  and 
wilful  dispersers  of  any  such  .  hooka  [&,c.],  and  their  pro- 
curers, counsellors  and  abettors  ,  and  the  same  books  [&c,]  and 
the  printing-presses  themselves  likewise  to  seize  ^and  so  to 
order  and  dispose  of  ihm/i .  ai  they  may  not  after  serve  or  he. 
em})loyed  for  any  such  milnwfid  use,  restoring  ■aeveriheless  the 
matcrifda  in  swcA  case  as  they  may  not  afterwards  be  so  abused 
or  otherwise  the  valve  of  them,  to  the  owners  thereof:  and  also  to 
take,  apprehend  and  imprison  .  .  .  the  offenders  in  that  behalf, 
'  Adi^ed  in  1G13, 
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'  and  also  all  persons  which  shall  offend  against  any  decree 
heretofore  made  by  the  high  court  of  Star-Chamber  ...  or  hercafler 
to  he  there  made  touching  the  reformation  of  divers  disorders  in 
tJie  printing  and  uttering  of  books. 

[VII.]  And  we  do  further  give  ■  .  .  authority  unto  you  or 
amy  three  or  more  of  you  aa  is  last  before  mentioned  to  send 
your  letters  missive  to  or  for  any  person  which  shall  be  charged, 
accused  or  upon  uotorions  fame  Buspected  to  have  offended  in 
any  of  the  premises,  thereby  ,  . .  commanding  them  to  appear 
before  you  [&c.]  at  a  day  and  plaee  certain  to  answer  there- 
unto ;  and  where  you  [&c.]  shall  find  it  necessary  ia  any  of 
the  cases  aforesaid  only,  we  give  you  [&c.]  authority,  hy  [y]oiir 
messengers  or  pursuivants  or  by  attachment  to  be  directed  to 
the  sheriff  to  whom  the  execution  in  that  behalf  shall  appertain, 
to  cause  such  person  bo  charged  [&c.]  to  be  arrested  . .  ,  and 
apprehended  and  to  be  kept  in  safe  custody  tUl  he  shall  be 
brought  before  you  [&c.],  or  otherwise  shall  be  enlarged  or 
delivered  according  to  the  direction  hereafter  in  theee  presents 
prescribed. 

[VIII.]  And  we  likewise  give  , .  ,  authority  unto  you  [&c.] 
to  command  all  our  sheriffs,  messengers  and  other  officers  . ,  . 
fey  your  process  of  attachment,  either  to  bring  safely  before  you 
[&c.]  the  said  persons  ...  or  else,  if  you  [&c.]  shall  in  your 
discretions  so  think  fit,  to  take  such  sufficient  bonds  to  our  use 
of  such  persons  which  from  time  to  tinie  shall  be  so  arrested  . . . 
as  aforesaid  ...  for  their  personal  appearance  to  be  made  before 
you  [&c]  . , . 

[IX]  And  vpe  do  give  authority  to  all  the  said  sheriffs  . , . 
and  other  officers  to  take  such  bonds  to  our  use  of  such  persons 
and  in  such  cases  ...  as  are  before  mentioned ;  and  in  ease  any 
such  persons  be  not  able  or  will  obstinately  refuse  to  give 
sufficient  bond  and  security  ...  as  aforesaid  ,  . . ,  then  we  will 
that  in  our  name  you  [Jtc.]  give  commandment  to  such  sheriff 
[&e.]  under  whose  charge  be  or  they  so  to  be  convented  before 
you  shall  happen  to  be,  either  for  tiie  bringing  of  him  before 
you  or  else  to  commit  him  to  ward  . .  . ,  so  to  remain  until  he 
shall  give  such  bond  or  until  you  [Sc]  shall  take  further 
order  for  his  enlargement. 

'  Added  in  ifilj. 
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[X.]  And  furthermore  we  givt  authority  unto  jnu  [&c.]  to 
take  hy  your  discretions  of  any  oftendei  or  susippct  person 
which  shall  he  convented  and  brought  betoie  \ou  [&c.]  such 
recognizaDces  or  obligations  to  lur  wt  m  anch  «ums  of  money 
for  their  personal  appearance  and  attendance  fiom  time  to  time 
before  you  [&c.]  as  to  you  [&o  ]  shall  aeem  meet  m  that  behalf: 
and  if  any  person  which  shall  be  so  called  before  you  [&c.] 
touching  any  of  the  premises  do  refuse  to  make  their  personal 
appenrance  ...  or  to  enter  such  bond  or  recognizance  as 
aforesaid,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  to  you  [&c]  to  apprehend 
and  to  commit  to  prison  all  the  eaid  persons  theie  to  remain 

in  safe  custody  for  such  reasonable  tune  as  jou  [&c.]  shall 
think  fit    ay        d        t  tUthyhllt  hbd 

g  f     sad 

[XI]    \  dw    d      1      Ti  tl      ty      t    y      [&  ]t        It 

bf  [&]Ufrd       injfthpm  dl 

aUh         hliblffl  d  p  tiLlm 

ptdth  Add       dthmt  m  poth 

rp  ral  th  t  I  g  y  f  th  p  m  wl  1  y  sh  II 
bj    t    g    a  t  th  m  t  d    fi    t    pp        th  t  th    p    t 

t    wh    h  th  1  oath    1   11  b  m  nist     d  th       f 

detected  either  hy  examination  of  witnesses  or  by  presentments 
or  by  public  or  notorious  fame  or  hy  information  of  the  ordinary 
where  the  offence  was  committed :  and  if  any  person  shall 
refuse  to  take  the  said  oath  in  the  cases  aforesaid  or  having 
taken  the  oath  shall  refuse  to  answer  upon  their  oath  directly 
and  fully  unto  the  articles  and  matters  objected  against  them, 
then  it  shall  be  lawful  to  you  [&c.]  to  apprehend  .  ,  .  such 
persons  .  .  .  and  to  commit  them  to  prison,  there  to  remain  .  .  . 
until  they  have  taken  the  said  oath  and  made  full  and  direct 
answer  respectively  unto  the  said  articles  .  .  . ,  or  otherwise  to 
proceed  against  the  said  refusers  according  to  the  ecclesiastical 
law  in  that  behalf, 

[XII.]  And  likewise  we  give  unto  you  [&c.]  authority  to  call 
and  send  for  all  such  witnesses  or  other  pei'sons  as  can  infoi-m 
you  concerning  any  of  the  premises  as  you  [&c,]  shall  think 
meet .  .  .,  and  them  to  examine  upon  their  corporal  oaths  for  the 
better  trial  and  opening  of  the  premises. 

[XIII.]  And  further  we  give  authority  unto  you  [&c.]  fiom 
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t  me  to  time  dur  eg  our  \  leasure  to  hear  all  the  offence'  ■ind 
the  offen  lera  aforcia  1  an  1  to  proceed  aga  st  them  c  ther 
aooo  diDg  to  the  lo  m  of  the  law  ec  lea  ast  ca)  or  summar  ly 
ac  o  d  g  to  the  <iTave  w  adorns  and  d  ret  ons  of  lo  [&c] 
and  likew  se  to  der  and  determ  ne  the  tame  infl  t  nf,  s  ch 
censures  and  |nmshmenta  nly  as  are  hereafter  ment  uiied  aud 
prescribed 

[XIV]  And  fyo  [&c]  shalltiiidly  confes  onoftleiarfY 
or  otler  Buffic  ent  proof  a  j  perso  to  ha  e  oSeudel  m  tie 
prem  sea     r  ref    lujj  t    ohej  or  pe  torm  your  orde  s  that 

then  you  [&c  ]   sh-iU  have  ah      t¥  to  ]  an   1    tl  e  same 

person  "jo  offend  ng  hy  cens  res  ecclea  aat  1  or  b)  reasonable 
fine  or  mp  sonment  ace  rdmg  to  the  qual  ty  a  d  quant  tv  of 
ther  offe  ce  or  by  all  or  ary  the  bad  means  acco  1  ng  to 
J  oar  d   c  et  ona 

[XV  ]  And  Ts  hen  any  peraon  shall  he  convented  or  presented 
before  you  [&c  ]  for  any  of  the  offen  es  befo  e  e^j.  eased  at  the 
insta  ce  and  bu  t  of  any  person  promoting  the  ofiice  n  that 
behalf  that  then  jou  [&c]  shall  ha  e  fuU  powe  to  aiia  d  aucl 
costa  an  1  expenses  of  the  su  t  as  well  to  and  against  the  \  rty 
that  shall  p  efe  or  p  e  e  t  the  same  offence  fs  to  and  aga  nst 
the  partj  that  shall  1  e  convented  accord  g  "»3  the  r  ca  e? 
bhall  require  and  f  the  sa  d  costa  and  expenses         he  not 

pa  d  then  it  shall  be  lawful  to  you  [&c  ]  to    auae  b    h 

pel  ons  to  be  airested  and  apprehended  and  to  cotnm  t 

them  to  p    aon  there  to  len  i  a  till  they  1  ave  ait   bed  the 

[XVI.]  And  fora&much  as,  if  one  commit  an  offence  of  eccle 
siastical  cognizance  in  one  diocese  or  peculiar  jurisdiction,  and 
afterwards  depart  and  remain  in  another  dioceae  or  jurisdiction 
before  any  suit  be  therefore  conimeuced  or  presented  in  the 
place  where  the  offence  was  committed,  he  is  unpunishable  by 
any  ordinary  jurisdiction  ecclesiastical,  we  therefore ...  do  give 
authority  to  you  [&c,],  upon  the  certificate  and  complaint  thereof 
to  you  [&c,]  first  made  hy  tlie  ordinary  of  the  diocese  or  judge 
of  the  peculiar  where  the  offence  was  so  committed,  to  send  for 
by  letters  missive  or  to  canae  to  be  apprehended  and  brought 
before  you  [&c.]  by  process  of  attachment  if  need  be  .  . .  any 
offender  or  any  person  charged  or  suspected  to  have  offended  in 
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any  crime  of  ecclesiastical  cognizanco  other  than  those  which 
are  before  particularly  mentioned  ;  and  when  any  such  offender 
[&c.]  shall  appear  or  be  brought  before  you  [&c.],  to  set  down 
such  orders  as  you  [&c.]  shall  think  meet ;  which  ssCiA  orders  so 
by  you  [&c.]  to  be  made  as  aforesaid  shall  be  to  this  effect  only, 
that  the  Baid  offenders  [&c.]  shall  peraonally  appear  to  answer 
to  the  said  crimes  according  to  the  laws  ecclesiastical  of  this  our 
kingdom  before  the  ordinary  or  judge  ecclesiastical  of  the  place 
where  the  offence  was  committed. 

[XVII.]  And  likewise  we  give  unto  you  [&c.]  authority  to 
take  sufficient  bonds  or  recogTiizances  ...  of  all  the  said 
offenders  [&c.]  for  the  performance  of  the  said  orders ;  and  if 
the  said  offendei-a  [&c.]  shall  refuse  to  perform  the  said  orders 
...  or  to  give  bonds .  .  . ,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for  you  [&c.]  . . . 
to  punish  them  by  reasonable  impiisonment  according  to  your 
discretion. 

[XVIII.]  And  further  we  do  give  unto  you  [&c.]  authority  to 
take  and  seize  such  children  and  other  persons  which  from  time 
to  time  shall  be  carried  or  conveyed  or  [are]  ready  to  he  carried 
or  conveyed  into  any  of  the  parts  beyond  the  seas  to  the  intent 
to  be  there  brought  up  in  Eomish  religion  as  aforesaid; 
and  likewise  to  take  and  seize  such  money  and  other  things 
which  shall  be  appointed  to  be  carried  into  any  of  the  parts 
beyond  tlie  seas  for  the  maintenance  either  of  the  said  children 
and  persons ...  or  of  any  other  person  brought  up  or  remaining 
in  the  aforesaid  seminaries  or  schools  of  Eomish  religion ;  and 
the  said  children  and  other  persons  which  shall  be  taken  as 
aforesaid  to  retain  in  safe  custody  till  some  good  order  may  be 
taken  for  them. 

[XIX.]  And  also  we  do  give  unto  you  [&c.]  authority  to 
seize  all  massing  etuff,  relics  and  other  liie  superstitious  things 
and  to  defeoe  the  same  in  such  manner  as  from  henceforth  they 
may  not  serve  for  any  such  superstitious  use,  without  destroy- 
ing the  substance  thereof,  except  otherwise  it  cannot  be  bo 
defaced. 

[xx.]    ^  And  forasmuch   as  eince  our  last   commission   for 

causes  ecclesiastical  .  .  .  tliere  liath  been  divers  lamentable  eotit- 

plaints  and  petitions  delivered  as  well  to  oursdf  as  to  our  Frivy 

'  Addtdin  i6r3. 
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Council  by  rihany  vnves  against  their  husbands,  wTierein  they  have 
suggested  that  without  any  just  cause  of  offenet  given  hy  them  to 
their  said  husbands  in.  that  behalf,  and  notwilhstanding  that 
some,  of  them  have  brouglu  to  tlieir  huabcrnds  great  advaTicement, 
yet  by  their  husbands'  cruel  and  barbarous  usage  and  breach  of 
the  bonds  of  holy  wedlock  and  other  tlieir  ungodly  demeanour  they 
have  been  either  east  (ff  or  left  by  their  hmshands  or  forced  tojly 
from  litem  or  leave  t/ieir  cohabitation  without  fU  maintenance 
given  unto  them,  and  that  the  ordinary  ecclesiastical  courts  did 
not  afford  them  timely  and  Jit  means  of  relief  Jbr  sundry  reasons 
and  s}>eeially  because  their  necessities  require  above  all  Other  cases 
of  gnevance  a  summary  hearing  and  speedy  relief,  being  other- 
wise often  in  danger  to  feridi  for  want :  We  tlierefore,  to  tlie  end 
that  as  well  owselfaa  our  Privy  Council  daily  employed  in  the 
highest  affairs  of  state  miglil  be  freed  of  this  partiaular,  as  also 
that  the  just  complaints  and  distressed  estates  of  such  wives  in 
the  cases  aforesaid  may  be  with  all  convenient  exj^edition  heard, 
determined  and  relieved  in  a  certain  court  whereunto  in  that 
beltalfthey  mny  ordinarily  repair  for  justice,  do  give  unto  ymt 
[^c]  authority  upon  every  such  complaint  made  to  you  [^■e.] , . , 
by  any  wife  or  in  the  belialf  of  any  wife  against  her  husband,  to 
said  for  by  letters  missive  or  to  cause  to  be  apprehended  and 
brought  before  you  [^"c]  .  .  .  all  such  husbands  .  .  .  ;  and  when 
any  such  hvf^and  .  .  .  shall  appear  or  be  brought  before  you 
[^■c],  to  proceed  to  the  examination  thereof  by  all  the  lawful 
ways  and  means  befoie  mentioned  with  all  convenient  «Bpe- 
dition  .  .  . 

[xsi.]  And  we  do  further  give  authority  unto  you  or  any  Jive 
or  more  of  you  whereof  [the  Archbishop,  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the 
Lord  Treasurer,  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  the  Bishops  of  Londf.n  and 
Ely'\  to  be  one,  Jvncdly  to  hear  and  determine  .  .  .  the  said  com- 
plairits  and  accusations  made  by  or  in  the  be/ialf  of  any  wife 
against  her  husband  in  the  cases  aforesaid :  and  if  you  or  any 
such  three  or  more  of  you  as  is  first  above  mentioned  shall  not  be 
able  by  your  godly  and  grave  counsel  and  persuasions  to  reconcile 
the  said  husbands  and  wives  . .  .,  then  you  or  any  Jive  or  moiv  cf 
you,  whereof  [as  before],  to  set  down  such  orders  from  time  to  lime 
as  you  [4'e-]  shall  in  your  discretions  think  meet  for  the  competent 
and  reasonable  alimony  end  maintenances  of  etery  such  wife  for 
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so  long  time  as  3/0M  shall  thinh  meet,  and  during  the  tiTne  of  her 
and  her  mid  husband's  living  a-mnder  and  for  the  defraying 
of  the  expenses  of  suit  which  everf/  such  wife  hath  or  shoM  be  al 
in  the  presenting  of  the  said  cause  .  .  . 

[xxii.]  And  likewise  we  give  tinto  you  aTid  every  such  five  or 
fuore  of  you  as  is  aforesaid,  authority  to  take  student  bonds  or 
recognizances  .  .  .  ofev&ry  »uch  husband  so  accused  as  aforesaid, 
as  well  for  his  appearance  .  .  .  as  also  for  the  performance  of  cdl 
yowf  orders  made  wi  the  behalf  of  ike  said  vnves  as  aforesaid, 
■which  bonds  [^-c]  if  they  shall  refuse  to  enter  into  or  shall  refuse 
to  perform  your  said  orders,  then  vx  give  unto  you  vr  any  such 
five  or  more  of  you  as  aforesaid  autliority  in  that  behalf  to 
punish  the  same  person  so  refumtff  or  not  performing  the  same 
by  cenmires  eedesiasticai  or  hy  reasonable  fine  and  imprisormient, 
or  by  all  or  any  of  the  said  means  according  to  your  diseretions. 

[XX  (sxiii.)]  [Power  to  make  statutes  for  cathedrals,  grammar 
scliools,  &c.  as  before,  to  a  quorum  of  sis,  of  whom  the  arch- 
bishop or  a  biahop  to  be  one.] 

[SXI  (xxiv.)]  [Power  to  the  archbishop  and  bishops  to  ad- 
minister the  oath  of  supremacy  as  before  :  certificates  of  refusal 
to  be  made  to  the  court  of  King's  Bench,] 

[XXn  (xxv.)]  [Sir  Geoi^e  Paule  to  be  registrar,  with  allow- 
ance fixed  by  the  commissioners,  as  before.] 

[XXm  (xsvi.)]  [Power  to  appoint  messengers,  as  before.] 

[XXIV  (sxyii.)]  [Appointment  of  a  receiver  or  receivers : 
two  books  of  fines  to  be  kept,  and  certificates  to  be  made  into 
the  exchec[uer,  as  before.] 

[XXV  (xxviii.)]  Provided  always  .  ,  .  that  no  sentence 
definitive  of  any  cause  or  matter  determinable  by  virtue  of  this 
commission  shall  hereafter  be  given  without  the  personal 
presence,  hearing  and  full  assent  of  five  or  more  of  you  our  said 
commissioners,  whereof  [the  Archbishop,  Lord  Chancellor,  Lord 
Treasurer,  Lord  Privy  Seal,  the  Bishops  of  London,  Winchester, 
Exeter,  Lichfield,  Chichester,  Kocheater,  or  Gloucester,  and  five 
others]  to  be  one,  anything  before  in  these  presents  con- 
tained to  the  contrary  in  anywise  notwithstanding;'  loitltoiU 
alteration,  nevertheless  of  any  diTeetion  before  in  these  presents 

^  Added  in  1G13. 
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ijiven  emtcerning  the  persons  that  are  to  be  of  the  quorum  in  ike 
cases  of  grievance  between  }tmshand  and  toife  oidy. 

[XXVI  (xsix.)]  [Seal  to  be  affixed,  as  before.] 

[5XVII  (xsi.)]  Ajid  our  will  and  pleasure  is,  and  we  do 
hereby  eignify  and  declare  unto  you  our  eaid  commissioners  and 
to  all  other  our  loving  Bubjects,  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
persons  that  shall  hereafter  be  sentenced  by  you  by  virtue  of 
this  our  commission,  which  shall  find  themselves  grieved  by 
reason  of  any  such  sentence,  to  become  Boitors  unto  ua  by  way 
of  supplication  as  of  our  grace  to  have  a  commission  of  review 
to  be  granted  by  us  for  the  re-examination  of  their  cause. 

[XXVIII  (sxxi.)]  [General  order  to  sheriffs,  &c.  to  assist  the 
commissioners,  as  before.] 

[XXIX.]  Aad  to  the  end  that  this  form  of  commission  for 
causes  ecclesiastical  and  none  other  be  holden  in  all  p^rts 
throughout  the  realm,  We  do  by  these  presents  revoke  and 
cancel  all  former  commissions  for  ecclesiastical  causes  in  all  parts 
whatsoever,  and  do  declare  our  will  and  pleasure  to  be,  that  ihe 
same  shall  cease,  deteimineandbe  utterly  void,  such  commissions 
as  we  have  granted  by  way  of  appeal  in  ecclesiastical  causes 
between  party  and  party  to  judges  delegated  only  excepted. 

[Dated]  Westminster,  August  29, 
Pat  Roll,  9  Jae.  I,  Part  18. 

[The  commission  of  1613  substitutes  for  §  XXIX  of  1611 
the  following  :J 

[xxxii.]  Lastly,  we  .  .  .  give  authority  unto  you  the  said 
George,  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canteibury, .  . .  and  unto  all  other 
oor  commissioners  named  by  our  foimer  commission  lately 
granted  the  2901  day  of  August  in  the  ninth  year  of  our  reign 
of  England . . .,  that  they  anil  such  of  tbem  as  by  our  said  ccm- 
mi&sion  aie  authorised  in  that  behalf  may  present,  bear  and 
determine  all  causes  and  matters  belbre  the  date  tereof  com- 
menced and  at  the  time  of  the  making  hettof  depending  before 
the  same  commissioners, . . .  and  also  to  proceed  to  the  execution 
of  their  senlenees  ...  as  tJiey  might  Lave  done  befoie  the 
making  of  these  presents :  this  our  present  commission  .  .  . 
or  any  other  matter  .  .  .  notwithstanding. 

[Dated]  Westminster,  June  21, 
I'at.  lloll,  11  Jan.  I,  Part  J5. 
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[The  Com  mission  of  1625  adds  tLe  following  section  ;] 
[xxsiii.]  Pi'ovided  always  ,  .  .  that  when  the  convocation  of 


the  clergy  for  the  pro 

f  Cant    L    y    b  11  be         mbled, 

by  reason  whereof  ther 

nil  b    alw  J      t  h     d  f     th       ecatlon 

of  this  our  commission 

h      mi  t    t      mbe      f  th    bishops 

Hforesaid  as  there  will 

t    eed  th            t            f      y    ther  of 

our  commissioners   abo 

TO  d     th  t  th        d            tl  e  con- 

tiuiiance  of  any  mich  a 

hi            tl         i  b   1    p        ly  to  be 

assembled  in  the  said  c 

t        h  11  p          1      th       ecutioji 

of  our  said  commissio 

d  tl    t        tl        C            t       House 

only  and  not  elsewher 

J  th  t            h         f    nr  sa  d  com- 

raifsioners  above-nam  d 

h  11      t    m  ddl        th  th        ecUtion 

of  this  our  commissio 

d            th          t                 f       y  such 

convocation. 

f Dated]  Westminster,  Jan.  21. 

Byrne's  Fmde,a,  vol.  XVII,  p.  66l 

[  EccLEsiASTiCAi  Weitbes. 


(a)  Sermon  IJI^ :  Fsalms  e 


•■  3.  4.  5 


I  know  there  are  some  that  think  the  Churi,h  is  not  yet  far 
enough  beside  the  cuation:  that  their  seats  aie  too  easy  yet, 
and  tco  high  too.  A  parity  they  would  have,  no  bishop,  no 
governor,  but  a  parochial  consistory,  and  that  should  be  lay 
enough  too.  Well,  first,  this  pariiy  was  never  left  to  tiie 
church  by  Chrifct.  He  left  apostles,  and  disciples  under  thtm: 
no  parity.  It  was  never  in  use  with  the  chuicb  since  Christ. 
No  chuich  ever  anywhere  (till  this  last  age)  without  a  bishop 
.  .  .  And  oae  thing  mere  I  will  he  bold  to  speak  out  of  a  like 
duty  to  the  Church  of  England  and  the  house  of  David.  They, 
whoever  they  be,  that  would  overthrow  aedes  eeclesiae,  the 
seats  of  ecclesiastical  government,  will  not  spare  (if  ever  they 
get  power)  to  have  a  pluck  at  the  throne  of  David.  And  there 
is  not  a  man  that  is  for  paiity,  all  fellows  in  the  chtiich,  but  he 
IS  not  for  monarchy  in  the  state. 

'  Preauhed  6  Feb.,  1625-6,  at  the  opening  of  Parliameat, 
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(Tj)  Sermon,  IV ' ;  Psalms  Ixxv.  a,  3. 
The  King's  power,  that  ia  from  God :  the  judges'  and  the 
subordinate  magiakates'  power,  that  ia  from  the  King ;  boti  are 
for  the  good  of  tie  people,  that  they  may  lead  a  peaceable  life 
in  all  godliness  and  honesty.  AH  judges  and  courts  of  justice, 
even  this  great  congregation,  this  great  councU  now  ready  to 
sit,  receive  inflaence  and  power  from  the  King,  and  are  dis- 
pensers of  his  justice,  as  welt  as  tiieir  own,  both  in  the  laws 
they  make  and  in  the  laws  they  execute  :  io  the  causes  which 
they  hear  and  in.  the  sentences  which  they  give .  the  King 
God's  High  Steward,  and  they  stewards  under  him. 

(c)  Sermon  V:  Psolmelxxvo.  22. 
God's  cause  is  at  trial ;  but  what  cause  of  his  ia  it  that  is 
particularly  meant  in  this  place  1  .  . .  First,  the  magistrate  and 
his  power  and  justice.  And  resist  either  of  these,  ajid  ye  resist 
'the  power  and  the  ordinance  of  God'  (Rom.  xiii.  2)^  There  is 
God's  cause  plain.  And  the  eye  of  nature  could  see  aiiquid 
divinten,  somewhat  that  was  divine,  in  the  governors  and 
orderers  of  commonwealths . . ,  And  therefore  the  school  concludes, 
'  that  any  the  least  irreverence  of  a  King — as  to  dispute  of  his 
judgments,  and  whether  we  ought  to  follow  and  obey  him— 
sacrilegium  diettuT,  is  justly  extended  to  be  called  sacrilege.' 
And  since  all  sacrilege  is  a  violation  of  something  that  is  holy, 
it  is  evident  that  the  ofBce  and  person  of  the  King  is  sacred: 
sacred,  and  therefore  cannot  he  violated  by  the  hand,  tongue 
or  heart  of  any  man,  that  is  by  deed,  word  or  thought,  but  'tis 
God's  cause,  and  he  is  violated  in  him.  And  here  Kings  may 
learn  if  they  will,  I  am  sure  'tis  fit  they  should,  that  those  men 
which  are  sacrilegious  against  God  and  his  Church,  are,  for  the 
very  neighbourhood  of  the  sin,  the  likeliest  men.  to  offer  violence 
to  the  honour  of  princes  first  and  their  persons  after. 

Seven  Sermons  preached  . .  .hy  William  Laud,  ^c,  bA.  1651. 

'  Pcesiched  before  tie  King,  19  June,  1625. 

*  Pi-eaeied  be(oie  the  King,  5  July,  1626. 

^  '  Let  every  soul  be  aubject  unto  the  higher  powen.  For  there  is  no 
power  but  of  God  :  the  powers  that  be  are  ordnined  of  God.  Whosoever 
cheTefore  resisteth  the  power,  reeisteth  the  ordinnncu  of  God :  and  they 
tbat  ledst  ehall  receive  to  themselvea  damnatiuii '  (Eom.  xiii.  i,  2). 
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2.    SiBTHOEPE. 

Sermon^  on  Ajioslolto  Obedience :  Romans  adit.  7. 

The  prince  . .  .  hath  hia  duty  to  direct,  command  and  protect 
.  .  ■  Which  duties  being  performed  by  a  Sovereign,  he  may 
rightly  require  these  dues  of  subjects ;  yea,  whetlier  he  perform 
his  duty  or  not,  he  may  require  these  dues  of  them,  ...  to  be 
honoured,  obeyed  and  maintained  . .  .  And  as  rulers  may  justly 
challenge  this  honour  to  their  persons,  so  may  they  with  no  less 
right  call  for  obedience  to  their  laws  and  coramands, . . .  whether 
the  prince  be  a  believer  or  an  infidel,  whether  he  rule  justly  or 
unjustly  courteouply  01  covefou  ly  and  ciuelly  For  wl  ereas 
there  are  but  duo  legis  termini  two  eflects  of  the  law — the  one 
to  perfoim  the  commandment  the  othet  to  uiiderj,o  the  punish- 
ment—if  princes  command  anvthmo'  which  tubjects  may  not 
jerform  because  it  is  against  the  Iiws  cf  God  or  of  nitxre  or 
impossible  yet  subjects  are  bound  to  undergo  the  puni°l  ment 
without  either  resistance  or  railing  or  re\ihn^  aid  bo  to 
jield  a  pi^aive  obedience  where  they  cannot  exhiht  an  a  tive 

Trilute   leing  due  to  princes  by  a  tuple  obligation  by 

the  law  of  tiod  as  the  fiign  of  oni  subjection  bj  the  law  of 
nature  as  the  reward  of  their  pains  and  protectmn  by  the  law 
of  nations,  as  the  sinews  of  the  states  pre&er^atlon  .  .  .  The 
consideration  of  which  things  (no  questiou)  made  ...  all  an- 
tiquity to  be  absolutely  for  absolute  obedience  to  princes  in  all 
civil  or  temporal  things;  and  the  more  moderate  modern 
diyinea  .  .  .  acknowledge  in  this  particular,  that  if  a  prince 
impose  an  immoderate,  yea  an  unjust  tax,  yet  the  subject  may 
not  thereupon  withdraw  his  obedbnce  and  duty ;  nay  he  is 
bound  in  conscience  to  submit. 


'  Preaclied  at  the  Aesizea  at  Kortlianipton,  22  Feb.,  i6:6. 
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3,   Maykwaeikg. 
Sermmi  /'.■  Eedes.  mii.  2. 

To  ingeminate  again  the  parts  of  tte  text;  i,  Re3^,  &  King: 
Dnd  what  is  liiglier  in  heaven  or  earth  than  a  King,  God  on!y 
oxoeptfid  1  ...  2.  Mandatum  Eegis :  and  what  is  stronger  than 
ii;  ?  ■  .  .  3.  Ohedience  to  this  commandment:  and  what  more 
rightful,  just  and  equal  with  men  I  What  with  God  more 
acceptable!  .  .  . 

Among  all  the  powers  that  be  ordimed  of  God  the  regal  is 
most  high,  strong  and  Jarge  :  .  .  .  No  ponei  in  the  world  or  in 
the  hierarchy  of  tlie  chnrch  can  lay  restraint  npon  these 
fiiipremes  .  .  ,  Now  to  this  high,  large  and  most  constraining 
power  of  Kings,  not  only  nature,  but  evpn  God  himself  gives 
from  heaven  most  full  and  ample  testimony,  and  that  this 
power  is  not  merely  human  hut  superhuman  and  indeed  no  less 
than  a  power  divine  .  .  .  That  sublime  power  therefore  which 
resides  in  earthly  potentates  is  not  a  derivation  or  collection  of 
human  power  scattered  among  many  and  gathered  into  one 
liead,  but  0.  participatioa  of  God's  own  omiiipofency,  which  he 
never  did  communicate  to  any  multitudes  of  men  in  the  world, 
but  only  and  immediately  to  his  own  vicegerents  .  .  . 

The  second  point  was  Mandatum,  Begis  ;  the  commandment 
of  tlie  King  .  .  .  All  the  significations  of  a  royal  pleasure  are, 
and  ought  to  be,  to  all  loyal  subjects  in  the  nature  and  force  of 
a  command  .  ,  .  Nay,  though  any  King  in  the  world  should 
command  Batly  againat  the  law  of  God,  yet  were  his  power  no 
otherwise  at  all  to  be  resisted,  but  (for  the  not  doing  of  his  will 
in  that  wliich  is  clearly  unlawiiil)  to  endure  with  patience 
whatsoever  penalty  his  pleasure  should  inflict  upon  them  who 
in  this  case  would  desire  rather  to  obey  God  than  man  .  .  ,  But 
on  the  other  side,  if  any  King  shall  command  that  which  stands 
not  in  any  opposition  to  tlie  original  laws  of  God,  nature, 
nations  and  the  Gospel  (though  it  he  not  correspondent  in 
every  circumstance  to  laws  national  and  municipal),  no  subject 
may,  without  hazard  of  his  own  damnation  in  rebelling  against 
God,  question  or  disobey  the  will  and  pleasure  of  his  Sovereign. 

'  Preached  at  Oatlanda,  4  July,  1617, 
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...  To  Kings  therefore  in  all  these  respects  nothing  can  be 
denied  (without  manifest  and  sinful  violation  of  law  and 
conscience)  that  may  answer  their  royal  state  and  excellency, 
that  may  further  the  supply  of  their  urgent  necessities  .  .  . 

The  third  point  is  obedience  . .  .  But  there  be  pretenders  of 
conscience  against  obedience ;  of  religion  against  allegiance ;  of 
human  laws  gainst  divine  ;  of  positive  against  natural ;  and  so 
of  man's  wisdom  against  the  will  and  wisdom  of  God  .  .  .  First, 
if  they  would  please  to  consider  that,  though  such  assemblies 
as  are  the  highest  and  greatest  representations  of  a  kingdom  be 
most  sacred  and  honourable  and  necessary  also  for  those  ends  to 
which  they  were  at  first  instituted,  yet  know  we  must,  that 
ordained  they  were  not  to  this  end,  to  contribute  any  right  to 
liingB  whereby  to  challenge  tributary  aids  and  subsidiary  helps, 
but  for  the  more  equal  imposing  and  more  easy  exacting  of  that 
which  unto  Kings  doth  appertain  by  natural  and  original  law 
and  justice,  as  their  proper  inheritance  annexed  to  tbeir  imperial 
crowns  from  their  very  births.  And  tlierefore,  if  bya  magistrate 
that  is  supreme,  if  upon  necessity  extreme  and  urgent,  such 
subsi(iiary  helps  be  required  ; — a  proportion  being  held  respec- 
tively to  the  abilities  of  the  persons  charged,  and  [so  that]  the 
sum  or  quantity  so  required  surmount  not  too  renmrkably  the 
u  dlgl  hihtwl  d  ; — very  hard  would  it  he 
f  ay  ninthwllththll  not  accordingly  satisfy 
h   d  mand      t     d  f    d    h  ience    from    that    heavy 

p   J  d         f  t  ng  th        d    an      of  God  and  receiviog  to 

h        Ifdmtnth      li         y    f  those  circumstances  be  not 
b    rv  d  wl     h  bj  th    mu       p  1 1  w    is  required '. 

Religion  and  AUegiance,  in  two  sermona  .  ■  -hj  Roger 
MayiiieariTig  ...    ed.  i6j7. 

'  '  By  whom  this  doetrme  [of  the  rannarchy  jnre  dieiiio]  came  at  first 
to  be  broached  and  brought  in.  fashion  nmongst  ii9,  and  what  sad  eflects  it 
gave  rise  to,  I  leave  to  historians  to  relate,  or  to  the  memory  of  those  who 
were  eontemporaiiefl  with  Sibthorp  and  Manwering  to  reralleot.'  (Locke, 
Of  Govemment,  cap.  I.) 

'There  is  too  much  cause  to  fear  that  the  unliappy  piiblieation  of  this 
doctrine  against  the  liberty  and  property  of  the  subject  (which  others  had 
the  honour  to  declare  betore  Mr  Hobbes  ...  I  mean  Dr  Manwaring  and 
Dr  Sibthorpe),  contributed  too  much  therenato  [i.  e,  to  the  late  rebellion].' 
ICtaTetulon,  Ji  Surrey  of  the  Lesiaihan,  p.  55.) 
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5  Eliz.  Cap.  XVIIl. 
An  Act  declaring  the  authority  of  tJie  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Greal 
Seal  of  England  and  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  be  oiw. 
Where  some  question  hatU  of  late  risen,  whether  like  .  .  ,  jaris- 
diction  and  power  doth  belong  and  of  right  ought  to  belong  to 
the  office  of  the  Lord  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  of  England  for 
the  time  being,  aa  of  right  dotb  and  ought  to  belong  to  the 
office  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England  for  tie  time  being,  or 
not :  .  .  .  Ke  it  enacted  .  .  .  That  the  Common  Law  of  this 
realm  is  and  always  was  .  . .  that  the  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal 
of  England  for  the  time  being  bath  always  had  and  of  right 
ought  to  have  and  from  henceforth  may  have,  as  of  right  be- 
longing to  tie  ofBee,  .  .  .  the  same  .  .  .  jurisdiction  .  .  .  and 
advantages  as  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England  for  the  time 
being  ...  as  if  the  same  Keeper  of  the  Great  Seal  for  tlie  time 
were  Lord  ChanceHor  of  England. 

Inplttehce  of  the  Ckown  in  Pabliamentaey  Elections, 

1570. 
The  Lords  of  the   Couiml    to   ArchUshop  Parker  and   Lord 


, , .  "WLere  the  Queen's  Majesty  hath  determined  ...  to  have 
a  parliament  holden  at  Westminster  this  nest  April,  ,  .  .  her 
Majesty  hath  called  to  her  remembrance  .  .  .  that  though  the 
greater  nnuiber  of  knights,  citiaens  and  burgesses  for  the  more 
part  are  duly  and  orderly  chosen,  yet  in  many  places  such  con- 
sideration is  not  usually  had  herein  as  reason  would,  that  is,  to 
choose  persons  able  to  give  good  information  and  advice  for  the 
places  for  wiiich  they  are  nominated,  and  to  treat  and  consult 
discreetly  upon  such  matters  as  are  to  be  propounded  to  them. .  .  . 
and  therefore  .  .  .  have  we  for  this  purpose  made  special 
choice  of  your  lordships,  requimg  you  ...  to  confer  with  the 
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slieriff  ofthat  sh:reof  Kent . .  .  and  with  Bueh  special  men  of  live- 
lihood and  worsliip  of  the  same  county  as  have  interest  herein, 
and  in  lite  manner  with  the  head  officers  of  cities  and  boroughs, 
so  as  by  your  good  advice  and  direction  the  persons  to  be  chosen 
may  he  well  qiaalified  with  knowledge,  discretioo  and  modesty, 
and  meet  for  those  places.  ,  .  .  17th  Feb.  1570. 

Palter  Coi-rtspotideiice,  pp.  379-381. 

Udall's  Case:  iNTEEPKBrATiow  of  Stat,   23  Eliz.   2. 
At  llie  Assizes  at  Croydon  the  24th  July,  1590. 

Mr  TJdali  waa  called.  .  .  .  Then  was  ids  indictment  read,  .  ,  . 
The  form  of  which  indictment  was  .  . .  that  he,  not  haviiig  the 
fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  hut  being  stirred  up  hy  the  instiga- 
tion and  motion  of  the  Devil,  did  maliciously  publish  a  slanderous 
and  infamous  libel  against  the  Queen's  Majesty,  her  crown  and 
dignity,  ,  . , 

Judge  Clarke. — You  of  the  jury  have  not  to  enquire  whether 
lie  be  guilt.y  of  tlio  felony,  but  whether  he  be  the  author  of  the 
book;  for  it  is  already  set  down  by  the  judgment  of  all  the 
judges  in  the  land,  that  whosoever  was  author  of  that  book  was 
guilty  by  the  statute  of  felony,  and  this  is  declared  above  half 
a  year  agone. 

Vdall. — ^Though  it  be  so  determined  already,  yet  I  pray  your 
Lordships  give  me  leave  to  shew .  .  .  tliat  though  I  were  found  to 
be  the  author,  yet  it  cannot  be  within  the  compass  of  that  statute, 
anno  23  Eliz.  cap.  2,  wlierenpon  the  indictment  is  framed.  . .  . 

Judge  Clarke. — We  have  heard  you  speak  for  yourself  to  this 
point  at  large,  which  is  nothing  to  excuse  you;  for  you  cannot 
excuse  yourself  to  have  done  it  with  a  malicious  intent  against 
the  bishops,  and  that  exercising  their  government  which  the 
Queen  hath  appointed  them,  and  so  it  is  by  consequence  against 
the  Queen 

Judge  Clarke. — This  hook  hath  made  you  to  come  within 
the  compass  of  the  Statute,  though  your  intent  were  not  so,  for 
I  am  sure  there  was  Mr  Stubbs,  well  known  to  divers  bere  to 
he  a  good  subject  and  an  lionest  man  ;  yet  taking  upon  him  to 
wi'ite  a  book  against  her  Majesty,  touching  Monsieur,  he  thei-eby 
carae  witiiin  the  compass  of  law,  which  he  intended  not  in 
mailing  of  the  book ;  and  ...  if  this  law  had  been  made  then, 
which  waa  made  since,  he  had  died  for  it.  .  .  . 

Udall. — My  Lords,  his  case  and  mine  is  not  alike,  for  his 
book  concerned  her  Highness'  person,  but  the  author  of  this 
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book  toucheth  only  tlie  corruptions  of  the  bishops,  and  therefore 
not  She  person  of  her  Majesty, 

Jvidge. — But  I  will  prove  this  book  to  be  against  her 
Majesty's  peraon,  for  her  Majesty,  being  the  supreme  governor 
of  all  persons  and  causes  in  these  her  dominions,  hath  established 
this  kind  of  government,  in  the  hands  of  the  bishops,  which 
thou  and  thy  fellows  so  strive  against ;  and  they  being  set  in 
authority  for  the  exercising  of  this  government  by  her  Majesty, 
thou  dost  not  strive  against  them,  but  her  Majesty's  person, 
seeing  they  cannot  alter  the  government  which  the  Queen  hath 
laid  upon  them  .  . . ." 

Slote  THrtfoji.  iri-irs- 

Taxation  by  the  Commons;  Speech  op  Me  rEAUcis 
Bacon,  Maiich  3,   1593. 

He  yielded  to  the  subsi(!y,  but  misliked  that  this  house 
should  join  with  the  upper  house  in  the  granting  of  it.  For  the 
custom  and  privilege  of  this  house  hath  always  been,  first  to 
make  offer  of  the  subsidies  from  hence,  then  to  the  upper 
house  ;  except  it  were  that  they  present  a  bill  unto  this  house, 
with  desire  of  our  assent  thereto,  and  then  \o  send  it  up  again. 
And  reason  it  is,  that  we  should  stand  upon  oar  privilege, 
seeing  the  burthen  restethupon  us,  as  the  greatest  number ;  nor 
is  it  reason  the  thanks  should  be  theirs.  And  in  joiniug  with 
them  in  this  motion,  we  shall  derogate  from  ours;  for  the  thanks 
will  be  theirs  and  the  blame  ours,  they  being  the  first  movers. 
Wherefore  I  wish,  that,  in  this  action,  we  should  proceed,  as 
heretofore  we  have  done,  apart  by  ourselves,  and  not  join  with 
their  lordships. 

D'Eices'  Journals,  p.  483. 

Pboolakation  of  Maktial  Law,  1695- 
Elizabeth  by  the  grace  of  God,  &c.  To  our  trusty  and 
well-beloved  servant.  Sir  Thomas  Willford,  Knight,  greeting. 
Forasmncb  as  we  understand  that  of  late  there  have  been 
sundry  great  unlawful  sesemblies  of  a  number  of  base  people  in 
riotous  sort,  both  in  our  city  of  London  and  in  the  suburbs  of 
the  same  and  in  some  other  parts  near  to  our  said  city,  for  the 
suppression  whereof,  although  there  hatti  bt-en  some  proceedings 

H«  woa  repriered. 
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in  ordinary  manner  by  the  Mayor  of  the  Baid  city,  and  sundry 
offenders  committed  to  several  prisons,  and  have  also  received 
corporal  punishment  by  direction  and  order  of  our  Council  in 
the  Star  Chamber  at  Westminster  .  .  .  Yet,  for  that  the  in- 
solence of  many  of  this  kind  of  desperate  offenders  is  such  as 
they  care  not  for  any  ordinary  punishment  ...  we  find  it  neces- 
sary to  have  some  such  notable,  rebellions  and  incorrigible 
persona  to  be  speedilysuppressedby  execution  to  death  according 
to  the  justice  of  our  martial  law ;  and  therefore  we  have  made 
choice  of  you  ...  to  be  our  Provost-Marshall,  giving  you 
authority,  and  so  we  command  you,  upon  signification  given  to 
you  by  our  justices  of  peace  in  our  city  of  London  or  of  any 
place  near  to  our  said  city  in  our  counties  of  Middlesex,  Surrey, 
Kent  and  Essex,  of  such  notable  and  rebelliouB  and  incorrigible 
offenders  worthy  to  be  speedily  executed  by  martial  law,  to 
attach  and  take  the  same  persons,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
said  justices,  according  to  justice  of  martial  law,  to  execute 
them  upon  the  gallows  or  gibbet  openly.  ,  .  .  And  furthermore 
we  authorize  you  to  repair  with  a  convenient  company  into  all 
common  highways  near  to  our  said  city,  where  you  shall  under- 
stand that  any  vagrant  persons  do  haunt,  and,  calling  to  your 
assistance  some  convenient  number  of  our  justices  and  constables 
abiding  about  the  said  places,  to  apprehend  all  such  vagrant  and 
suspected  persons  and  them  to  deliverto  the  said  justices,  by  them 
to  be  committed  and  examined  of  the  causes  of  their  wandering, 
and  finding  them  notoriously  culpable  in  the  unlawful  manner  of 
life,  as  incorrigible  and  so  certified  to  you  by  the  said  justices, 
you  shall  by  our  law  martial  cause  to  be  executed  upon  the 
gallows  or  gibbet  some  of  them  that  are  so  found  most  notorious 
and  incorrigible  offenders.  .  . .  And  this  our  authority  committed 
to  you  to  continue  in  force  until  that  we  or  our  Council  shall 
signify  unto  you  our  pleasure  to  determine  the  same.  [Dated 
July  18.]     Per  breve  de  Private  SigiUo. 

Bymet'a  Fadei-a,  XVI.  p.  sjg. 

The  Cawons  of  1604, 

III.  Whosoever  shall  hereafter  affirm  that  the  Church  of 
England  by  law  established  under  the  King's  Majesty  is  not 
a  true  and  an  apostolical  church,  teaching  and  maintaining  the 
doctrine  of  ihe  apostles,  let  him  be  excommunicated /pso/octo 
and  not  restored,  but  only  by  the  archbishop,  after  his  repent- 
ance and  pubUc  revocation  of  this  his  wioked  error. 


Kfi.  :>...i.^-^ « 
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rV.  Whosoever  shall  hereafter  affivm  that  the  form  of  God's 
worship  in  the  Church  of  England,  established  by  law  and 
contained  in  the  book  of  Common  Prayer  and  administration  of 
Sacraments,  is  a  corrupt,  superstitious  or  unlawiul  worship  of 
God,  or  containeth  anything  in  it  that  is  repugnant  to  the 
scriptures,  let  him  be  excommuDicated  i/wo  facto  and  not 
restored  but  by  the  bishop  of  the  place  or  archbishop.  . .  . 

V.  Whosoever  shall  hereafter  affirm  that  any  of  the  nine  and 
thirty  Articles  ...  are  in  any  part  superstitious  or  erroneous  or 
such  as  he  may  not  with  a  good  conscience  subscribe  unto,  let 
him  be  excommunicated  ip&o  fiuio  and  not  restored,  but  only 
by  the  archbishop.  . . . 

VI.  Whosoever  shall  hereafter  affirm  that  the  rites  and 
ceremouieB  of  the  Church  of  England  by  law  established  are 
wicked,  anti-Christian  or  superstitious,  or  such  as,  being  com- 
manded by  lawful  authority,  men  who  are  zealously  and  godly 
affected  may  not  with  amy  good  conscience  approve  them,  use 
them,  or  as  occasion  required  subscribe  unto  tbem,  let  bim  be 
excommunicated.  .  .  , 

VII.  Whosoever  shall  hereafter  affirm  that  the  government 
of  the  Church  of  England  under  his  Majesty  by  archbishops, 
bishops,  deans,  archdeacons  and  the  rest  that  bear  office  in  the 
same,  is  auti-christian  or  repugnant  to  the  word  of  God,  let  him 
be  excommunicated.  . .  . 

IX.  Whosoever  shall  hereafter  separate  themselves  from  the 
oommunion  of  saints,  as  it  is  approved  by  the  apostles'  rules,  in 
the  Church  of  England,  and  combine  themselves  together  in 
a  new  brotherhood, ...  let  them  be  excommunicated.  .  .  . 

XI.  Whosoever  shall  hereafter  affirm  or  maintain  that  there 
are  within  this  realm  other  meetings,  assemblies  or  congrega- 
tions of  the  King's  born  subjects  than  such  as  by  the  laws  of 
this  land  aie  held  and  allowed,  which  may  rightly  challenge  to 
themselves  the  name  of  true  and  lawful  churches,  let  him  be 
excommunicated. . .  . 

XII.  Whosoever  shall  hereafter  affirm  that  it  is  lawful  for 
any  aorfc  of  ministers  and  lay-persons,  or  either  of  them,  to  join 
together  and  make  rules,  orders  or  constitutions  in  causes 
ecclesiastical,  without  tte  King's  authority,  and  shall  submit 
themselves  to  be  ruled  and  governed  by  them,  let  them  be 
excommunicated  ifso  faclo  and  not  be  restored  until  they 
repent  and  publicly  revoke  those  their  wicked  and  anabaptjatical 
eirorB. 

Cofdwell,  Synodalia,  1.  p.  349. 
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Judgment  op  Lord  Chascellob  Ellesmere,  in 
Calvihs  Case,  June,   1608, 

, ,  .  Tiias  I  have  here  delivi^red  my  concurrenee  in  opinion 
with  my  loids  the  judges,  and  the  reasons  that  induce  and 
satiEfy  my  conscience  that  Ho.  Calvine,  and  all  the  post-nati  iu 
ScoUand,  are  in  reason  and  by  the  oommon  law  of  England 
natural-boia  subjecta  within  the  allegiance  of  the  King  of 
England,  and  enabled  to  purchase  and  have  frtehold  and  in- 
heiitauce  of  lauds  in  England  and  to  bring  leal  actions  for  the 
same  in  England. 

Stale  TriiiU,  XL  p.  106. 


JUBISDICIION   OF  THE   HoUSE   OF  LoilDS,    1624. 

"Wheieas  thia  High  Court  of  the  Upper  House  of  Paillament 
do  often  find  cause  in  their  judicature  to  impose  fines  amongst 
other  punishments  upon  offenders,  for  the  good  example  of 
justiie  and  to  deter  others  from  lUte  offences;  it  is  oidered  and 
defliired  that  at  the  least  once  lefcre  the  end  of  every  session, 
the  eomtuittees  for  the  orders  of  the  house  and  privileges  of  the 
lords  of  Parliament  do  acquaint  tiie  Lords  with  all  the  fiaes  that 
have  been  laid  that  session.  .  ,  . 

Slandiag  Otdars  efthe  Lords,  No.  98  :  May,  Farl.  Practice,  p.  loi. 


Opinion  of  the  JuncKS  touching  Imprisonments  by 
Okdeb  of  the  Queen  or  the  Coukcil,  1591. 

To  tbe  right  honourable  our  very  good  lords,   Sir  Christopher 

Hatton,   of  the   iioiiourable  order   of   the    Garter  knight. 

Lord  Chancellor  of  England,  and  Sir  William  Citill,  of  the 

honourable  order  of  the  Garter  knight.  Lord  Burghley, 

Lord  High  Treasurer  of  England. 

We,  her  Majesty's  Justices  of  both  Benches  and  Barons  of  the 

Exchequer,  do  deaii'e  your  Lordships  that  by  your  gLcd  means 

such  Older  may  be  taken  that  her  Higlmesb'  subjects  may  not 

be  committed  or  detained  iu  prison  by  Lommandment  of  any 
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bl  man  uu  ellor  against  the  laws  of  the  realm,  to  the 

g  u  ha  ge  nd  oppression  of  her  Majesty's  said  subjects : 
els>e  h  Ip  us  ha  e  access  to  her  Uajegty  to  he  tuitors  uuto 
1  H  ghn  f  the  same,  For  divers  have  heen  imprisoned 
1  Qin^  \  ary  a  tiona  and  suits  at  the  Common  law  until 
they  w  II 1  a  th  ame,  or  against  their  wills  put  their  matter 
to  oi'der,  although  sometime  it  be  after  judgment  and  execution. 
Item,  others  have  been  committed  and  detained  in  prison 
upon  such  commaiidmeut  against  the  law,  and  upon  the  Queen's 
writ  in  that  behalf,  no  cause  sufficient  hath  been  ceitified  or 
returned. 

Item,  some  of  the  parties  so  committed  and  detained  in  prison, 
after  they  have  by  the  Queen's  writ  been  lawfully  discharged 
in  court,  have  been  eftaoona  re- committed  to  prison  in  secret 
places  and  not  in  common  and  ordinary  known  prisons,  at  the 
Marshalsea,  Fleet,  King's  Bench,  Gatehouse,  nor  the  custody 
of  any  sheriff,  so  as  upon  complaint  made  for  their  delivery  the 
Queen's  court  cannot  learn  to  whom  to  award  her  Majesty's  writ, 
without  which  justice  caimot  be  done. 

Item,  divers  Serjeants  of  London  and  ofEcers  have  been  many 
times  committed  to  prison  for  lawful  executing  of  her  Majesty's 
writs  out  of  the  King's  Bench,  Common  .Pleas,  and  other  courts, 
to  tieir  great  charges  and  oppiession,  whereby  they  are  put  in 
such  fear  as  they  dare  not  execute  the  Queen's  process. 

Item,  divers  have  been  sent  for  by  pursuivants  for  private 
causes,  some  of  them  dwelling  far  distant  from  London,  and 
compelled  to  pay  to  the  pursuivants  great  sums  of  money  against 
the  law,  and  have  been  committed  to  prison  till  they  would 
release  the  lawful  benefit  of  their  suits,  judgments  or  executions ; 
for  remedy  in  which  behalf  we  are  almost  daily  called  upon  to 
minister  justice  according  to  law,  whereanto  we  are  bound  by 
our  office  and  oath. 

And  whereas  it  pleased  your  Loidships  to  will  divers  of  us 
to  set  down  when  a  prisoner  sent  to  custody  by  her  Majesty, 
her  council,  or  some  one  or  two  of  them,  is  to  be  detained  in 
prison  and  not  delivered  by  her  Majesty's  courts  or  Judges ; 

We  think  that  if  any  person  shall  be  committed  by  her 
Majesty's  special  oommandment  or  by  order  from  the  Council- 
Board,  or  for  treason  touching  her  Majesty's  person,  any  of 
which '  causes  being  generally  returned  into  any  court  is  good 
cause  for  the  same  court  to  leave  the  person   committed   in 

'  Probably  a  mlBtake  for  "sucli." 
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custody.     But  if  any  person  shall  be  committed  for  any  other 
cause,  then  tte  same  ought  specially  to  be  returned '. 

C.  Weay.  Tho^  Gfjnt. 

Edm.  AnnBRSON.  Rosf.  Cleskb. 

EoGEE  Manwood.  W.  Pertam. 

Fba.  Wthdam.  Tho.  Walmtslby 

J.  Clekche.  Edwaeh  Eenmeb. 

Fkakcis  Gaudt. 
Endoraei. — g  Juaii  1591.     A  declaration  of  all  the  Judges  of 
suudrymisusagesincommittingmentoprison  without  lawful  cause. 
Lausdowm  MSS.  Iiviii.  87. 

FiBBT  Chahtbr  to  the  East  India  Company, 
December  31,  1600. 
Elizaheth,  by  the  grace  of  God  [&c,].  Whereas  our  most 
dear  and  loving  cousin,  George,  Earl  of  Cumberland,  and  our 
well-beloved  auhjeots,  Sir  John  Hartfi,  of  London,  knight.  Sir 
John  Spencer,  of  London,  knight.  Sir  Edward  Michelhorne, 
knight,  WiDiam  Cavendish,  esquire,  Paul  Banninge,  Eobert 
Lee,  Leonai-d  Hollydaye,  John  Watts,  John  Moore,  Edward 
Holmeden,  Eohert  Hampson,  ThomaB  Smithe,  and  Thomas 
Campbell,  citizens  and  aldenncn  of  London,  [and  304  others] 
have  of  our  certain  knowledge  been  petitioners  imto  us  for  our 
royal  assent  and  license  to  be  granted  unto  them,  that  they,  at 
their  own  adventures,  costs  and  charges,  as  well  for  the  honour 

'  This  document,  in  a  form  preEentin?  wide  differenoea  from  that  of  the 
MS.,  iB  printed  in  Anderaon's  Reports  (ed,  1664),  pt.  1,  pp.  297,  39S,  witb 
the  following  heading; 

Divers  peisooa  fueruut  commita  a  Berernl  temps  a,  eeveral  piiaons  sur 
pleasure,  anas  bone  cauie  ;  part  de  queui  eateant  ameanea  en  Bank  le  Boy, 
et  part  en  le  commun  Bank  fuerunt  accordant  a  laleydeterre  miaeaalarge 
et  disuhacge  de  le  itnpmanmeat ;  par  que  aacun  grands  fuerunt  offend  eC 
procure  un  commandment  a  tea  Juges  que  ils  ne  ferront  isaind  apres  oea  ; 
neint  meiiiB  les  Juges  ne  auroeaae,  mes  per  advice  enter  eux  ila  f^oint 
certein  articles,  le  tenor  de  queui  enaua,  et  deliver  em  al  Seigniors 
Chancellor  et  iSreaaurer,  et  eux  subBcribe  one  toots  leur  mains ;  les  articles 

At  the  end  the  following  words  are  added  : 

All  the  Judges  and  Barona,  &c.  did  subscribe  their  names  to  these 
articles,  T.  P,  34  Eliz.  [i.  e.  Eaater  Term,  1593],  and  deliver  one  to  the  Lord 
Chancellor  aud  one  other  to  the  Lord  Treaanrer  ;  after  which  time  there 
did  follow  more  quietness  than  before  in  the  oausea  before  mentioned. 

It  can  hardly  ba  doubted  that  the  form  given  in  the  MS.  is  the  fioal  one, 
for  tlle^natures  of  the  Judges  are  autograph.  Hollam  (Consj.  Hisi.  i. 
234)  has  printed  the  same  document  from  the  MS.,  but  with  some  defects. 
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of  this  our  realm  of  England  as  for  tlie  increase  of  our  nayiga- 
tion  and  advancement  of  trade  of  merchandise  within  our  said 
realm  and  the  dominions  of  the  same,  might  adventure  and  set 
forth  one  or  more  voyages,  with  convenient  number  of  ships  and 
pinnaces,  by  way  of  traffic  and  merchandise  to  the  East  Indies,  in 
the  conntries  and  parts  of  Asia  and  Africa,  and  to  as  many  of  the 
islands,  ports,  cities,  towns  and  places  tlierealxiuts,  as  whei-e 
trade  and  traffic  of  merchandise  may  by  all  likelihood  he . , .  had ; 
divers  of  which  countries  and  many  of  the  islands,  cities  and 
porta  thereof,  have  long  since  been  discovered  by  otliers  of 
our  subjects,  albeit  not  frequented  in  trade  of  merchandise  ; 

[a]  Know  ye  therefore  that  we,  greatly  tendering  the  honour 
of  our  nation,  the  wealth  of  our  people,  and  the  encouragement 
of  them  and  others  of  our  loving  subjects  in  their  good  enter- 
prises, for  the  increase  of  our  navigation  and  the  advancement 
of  lawful  traffic  to  the  benefit  of  our  commonwealth,  have  .  -  . 
granted  .  .  .  unto  our  said  loving  subjects  .  .  .  that  they  from 
henceforth  be  one  body  corporate  and  politic,  in  deed  and  in 
name,  by  the  name  of  the  Governor  and  Company  of  Merchants 
of  London  trading  into  the  East  Indies,  .  .  .  and  that  by  the 
same  name  of  the  Governor  [&c.]  they  shall  have  succession, 
and  that  they  and  their  successors,  by  the  name  of  the  Governor 
[&c.],  shall  be  at  all  times  hereafter  . .  .  capable  in  law  to  have 
. ,  .  and  retain  lands,  tenements,  liberties,  privileges,  jurisdic- 
tions, franchises  and  hereditaments  of  whatsoever  kind  .  .  . ; 
and  also  to  give  .  .  .  and  dispose  lands,  tenements  and  here- 
ditaments, and  to  do  and  execute  all  other  things,  by  the  same 
name,  that  to  them  shall  appertain  to  do, 

[3]  And  that  they  and  their  successors,  by  the  name  of  the 
Governor  [&c.],  may  plead  and  be  impleaded  ...  in  whatso- 
ever courts  and  places  ...  in  all  actions  .  .  .  causes  and 
demands  whatsoever  .  .  .  in  such  manner  as  any  other  our  liege 
people  of  this  our  realm  of  England,  being  persons  able  and 
■  1  law,  may  or  can  have,  purchase,  .  .  .  plead  and  be 
I,  .  .  .  do,  permit  and  execute, 
]  And  that  the  said  Governor  [Sc]  may  have  a  common 
.  .  ,  [no  arms  or  legend  determined], 
[g]  And  further  ...  we  do  ordain  that  there  shall  be  from 
henceforth  one  of  the  same  Company,  to  be  elected  and  appointed 
in  such  form  as  hereafter  in  these  presents  is  expressed,  which 
shall  be  called  the  Governor  of  the  said  Company ;  and  that 
there  shall  be  from  henceforth  twenty-four  of  the  said  Company, 
to  be  elected  and  appointed  in  such  form  as  hereafter  in  these 
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presents  is  expreased,  which  ■  shall  he  called  the  Committees  of 
the  said  Company,  who,  together  with  the  Governor  .  .  .  shall 
have  the  direction  of  the  voyages  of  or  for  the  said  Company, 
and  the  provision  of  the  shipping  and  merchandises  thereto 
helonging,  and  also  the  sale  of  all  merchandises  returned  in  the 
voyages  .  .  .  and  the  managing  and  handling  of  all  other 
things  belonging  to  the  said  Company ;  and  for  the  tetter 
execution  of  this  our  will  and  grant  in  this  behalf,  we  have 
assigned  .  .  .  and  make  the  said  Thomas  Smythe  [eioj,  Alder- 
man of  London,  to  be  the  first  and  present  Governor  of  the  said 
Company,  .  .  ,  and  also  we  have  assigned  .  .  .  and  make  the 
said  Paul  Banning  [and  twenty-three  others]  to  he  the  four  and 
twenty  first  and  present  Committees  of  the  said  Company  .  .  . 

[61  And  further  we  will  .  ,  .  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
said  Gtovernor  and  Company  .  .  .  present  at  any  public  assembly, 
commonly  called  the  Coart,  holden  for  the  said  Company,  the 
Governor  .  ,  ,  being  always  one,  from  time  to  time  to  elect  and 
appoint  one  of  the  said  Company  to  be  Deputy  to  the  said 
Governor  [such  Deputy,  after  taking  an  oath,  to  be  empowered 
to  act  in  the  absence  of  the  Governor]. 

[7]  And  further  we  grant  .  .  .  unto  the  said  Governor  [&c.] 
that  they  or  the  greater  part  of  them  (whereof  the  Goyemor 
...  or  his  Deputy  to  he  one),  .  .  ,  shall  have  power  yearly  on 
the  first  day  of  July,  or  at  any  time  within  six  days  after  that 
day,  to  assemble  in  some  convenient  place,  to  be  appointed  from 
time  to  time  by  the  Governor  or  in  his  absence  by  the  Deputy 
.  .  .  and  ...  to  elect  one  of  the  said  Company,  which  shall 
be  Governor  ...  for  one  whole  year  [the  Governor-elect  to 
take  an  oath  before  entering  on  office]. 

[8]  [Every  member  of  the  Company  to  fake  an  oath  before 
the  Governor  or  Deputy.] 

[9]  [Power  to  elect  a  Committee  of  twenty-four  yearly  in  the 
first  vifeek  of  July ;  members  of  the  Committee  to  take  an  oath,] 

[10]  [Provision  for  election  of  a  new  Governor  in  the  place  of 
one  dying,  or  being  removed  (on  account  of  misbehaviour)  by 
the  majority  of  the  Company  present  at  a  General  Court,  during 
his  year  of  office.] 

[11]  [Similar  provision  iu  case  of  the  death  or  removal  of 
a  merober  of  Committee.] 

[12]  And  further  we  .  .  .  grant  unto  the  said  Governor  [&c.], 
that  they  .  .  .  and  all  the  sons  of  them  at  their  several  ages 
of  one-and -twenty  years  or  upwards,  and  further  all  such  the 
apprentices,  factors  and  servantfl  of  them  which  hereafter  shall 
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be  employed  by  the  SMd  Governor  [&c.]  .  .  .  may,  by  the  space 
of  fifteen  years  fiom  the  feast  of  the  birth  of  our  Lord  God  last 
past  before  the  date  hereof,  freely  traffic  and  use  the  trade  of 
inepchaodise  hy  seaa,  in  and  by  such  ways  and  passages  ...  as 
they  shall  esteem  to  be  fittest,  into  and  from  the  said  East 
Indies,  in  the  couutries  and  parts  of  Asia  and  Africa,  and  into 
and  from  all  the  islands  .  .  .  and  places  of  A^ia  and  Africa  and 
America,  beyond  the  Cape  of  Bone  Sperancia  to  the  Straits  of 
Jfagalan,  ...  in  snch  order  .  .  .  aa  shall  be,  from  time  to 
time,  at  any  public  assembly  or  court  held  by  or  for  the  said 
Gove         [&  j  the  Governor  or  his  Deputy  being  always 

present    t       L  t  or  assembly,  limited  and  agreed,  and  not 

otherwifc  y   tatute,  usage,  diversity  of  religion  or  faith, 

.  .  .  t     th  t      y  n  twthstandDg;    bo  always  the   same 

trade  bnt  Itknto  any  unt  y  ...  or  place  already 
in  th    1  wf  1      d     t  al  p  n    f  any  such  Christian  prince 

or  state  as  at  this  pie    nt  at  any  time  hereafter  shall  be 

in  league  or  amity  w  th  m  h     s  and  successors,  and  who 

doth  not  accept  of  such  t  ad  but  d  th  overtly  declare  the  same 
to  be  utterly  against  h     o    th  ir  «  id  will  and  liking. 

[13]  [Power,  within  the  next  fifteen  years,  to  make  laws  and  , 
ordinances  for  tie  government  of  the  Company,  and  to  revoke 
the  same]  and  that  the  said  Governor  and  Company,  so  often  aa 
they  shall  make  .  .  ,  such  laws  ...  or  ordinances,  in  form 
aforesaid,  may  lawfully  impose  .  .  .  sach  pains  and  penalties,  hy 
imprisonment  of  body,  or  by  fines  and  amercements,  or  by  all  or 
by  any  jf  them,  upon  all  offeaders  contrary  to  sach  laws  .  .  .  and 
ordinances,  as  to  the  said  Governor  [&c.]  , , .  shall  seem  necessary 
.  .  . ;  and  the  same  fines  and  amercements  may  levy  ...  to  the 
use  of  the  said  Governor  [&c.]  .  .  .  without  any  account  there- 
fore to  us  [&c.]  to  be  made ;  ...  so  always  aa  the  said  laws, 
.  .  .  imprisonments,  fines  and  amercements  be  reasonable  and 
not  contrary  to  the  laws,  statutes,  or  customs  of  this  our  realm. 

[14]  And  for  as  much  as  the  said  Governor  [&c.]  have  not 
yet  experience  of  the  kinds  of  commodities  and  merchandises 
which  are  or  will  be  vendible  ...  in  the  said  parts  of  the  East 
Indies,  and  therefore  shall  be  driven  to  carry  to  those  parts 
.  .  .  sundry  commodities  which  are  likely  to  be  returned  again 
into  this  our  realm ;  we  therefore  ...  do  giant  unto  the  said 
Governor  [&c]  that  they  and  their  successors,  during  the  four 
first  voyages  which  they  shall  make  towards  the  said  East 
Indies,  may  transport  out  of  -our  realm  of  England  ...  all 
such  and  so  much  goods  and  merchandises,  being  goods  [&c.j 
Gg  a 
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lawfully  passable  and  transportftble  ...  as  sliall  be  by  them 
shipped  ...  in  any  of  the  said  four  first  voyages,  free  of 
custom,  ...  or  any  other  duties  .  .  . ;  and  yet  nevertheless 
our  will  and  pleasure  is  .  .  .  that  a!l  such  goods  [&c.]  ...  be 
duly  entered  by  the  cUBtomer  .  .  .  where  tiie  same  goods  [&c.] 
shall  happen  to  be  shipped  .  ,  . 

[15J  And  also  ...  we  do  for  ua  [&c,J  grant  to  the  said 
Governor  [&c.]  that  when  and  as  often,  dunng  the  said  space  of 
fifteen  years,  as  any  custom  ...  or  other  duties  shall  be  due 
unto  us  [&c.]  for  any  goods  [&c.]  whatsoever,  to  be  returned 
from  any  the  islands  ...  or  piaces  aforesaid  unto  our  port  of 
London  or  any  of  the  .  .  .  places  to  the  same  port  belonging, 
that  the  castomers  and  all  other  officers  ,  .  .  unto  whom  it 
shall  appertain,  shall  npon  the  request  of  the  Governor  [&c.] 
give  unto  the  said  Governor  [&c.]  sis  months  time  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  one-half  and  .  .  ,  other  six  months  time  for  lie 
payment  of  the  other  half  of  their  said  customs  .  .  . 

[16}  And  that  also,  as  often  at  any  time  during  the  said 
term  of  fifteen  years,  any  goods  [&c.]  of  the  said  Governor  [&c.], 
laden  from  our  port  of  London  or  any  .  .  .  places  to  the  same 
port  belonging,  to  be  transported  to  any  .  .  .  places  aforesaid, 
shall  happen  to  miscarry  or  be  lost  before  their  safe  arrival  in 
the  ports  to  which  the  same  shall  be  sent,  that  then  and  so  often 
so  much  custom  ...  as  they  answered  to  us  for  the  same  .  .  . 
shall,  after  due  proof  made  before  the  Treasurer  of  England 
...  be  by  virtue  hereof  allowed  to  the  said  Governor  [&c.] 
...  in  the  nest  goods  [&c.]  tliat  the  said  Governor  [&o.]  may 
ship  towards  those  ports  .  .  , 

[17^  And  for  that  the  said  Governor  [&c.]  are  like  to  bring 
to  this  our  realm  a  much  greater  quantity  of  foreign  com- 
modities from  the  parts  of  the  said  Kast  Indies  than  can  be 
spent  for  the  necessary  use  of  the  same  our  realm,  which  of 
necessity  must  be  transported  into  other  countries  and  there 
vented,  we  ...  do  grant  to  the  said  Governor  [&o.]  that  at 
all  times  during  the  space  of  thirteen  months  next  after  the 
discharge  of  any  the  same  foreign  commodities  ao  to  be  brought 
in,  the  .  .  .  duties  for  the  same  being  first  paid  or  compounded 
for  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  bo  lawful  for  the  said  Governor  [&c.] 
or  any  other  the  natural  subjects  of  this  our  realm  which  sliall 
buy  the  same  of  them,  to  transport  the  same  in  " 
bottoms  freely  out  of  this  reabn,  as  well  ungarbled  as  g 
without  payment  of  any  further  custom  .  .  , 

'  i.  e.  BJfted  or  bolted  :  used  partioulatly  of  spices. 
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[i8]  And  moreover  we  . .  .  grant  unto  the  said  Governor 
r&c]  that  it  Ehall  be  lawM  for  them,  in  their  first  voyage  or 
fleet  which  is  now  in  preparing  for  their  first  adventure  to 
the  said  East  Indies,  to  transport  out  of  this  our  realm  of 
England  all  such  foreign  coin  of  silver  ...  as  they  have  pro- 
cured ...  or  shall  procure  ...  as  likewise  all  such  other  coin 
of  silver  as  they  have  procured  or  shall  procure  to  he  coined 
in  our  mint,  within  our  Tower  of  London  out  of  such  plate 
or  bullion  as  is  or  shall  be  provided  by  the  said  Governor  [&c.] 
before  the  going  forth  of  the  same  fleet ...  so  as  the  whole 
quantity  of  monies  to  be  transported  in  this  their  said  first 
voyage  do  not  exceed  the  sura  of  £30,000,  and  so  as  the  sum 
of  £6,000  at  the  least,  parcel  of  the  said  sum  of  £30,000,  be 
first  coined  in  our  mint  .  . . 

[19]  And  in  like  manner  we  .  .  .  grant  uuto  the  said 
Governor  [&c.]  that  it  shall  be  lawful  to  the  said  Governor 
[&c.]  after  the  said  first  voyage  set  forth,  yearly  during  the 
residue  of  the  said  term  of  fifteen  years  to  transport  out  of 
thb  our  realm  in  any  their  other  voyages  towards  any  the 
parts  aforesaid  ...  all  such  foreign  coin  of  silver  ,  ,  .  or  bullion 
of  silver  aa  they  shall  during  the  said  term  bring  iuto 
this  realm  ...  to  be  coined  within  our  mint ...  at  their  plea- 
sure; so  as  the  whole  ijuantity  of  monies  to  be  transported 
in  any  their  said  voyages  ...  do  not  exceed  the  sum  of  £30,000 
in  any  one  voyage,  and  so  as  tbe  sum  of  £6,000  [as  before]  be 
first  coined  within  our  said  Tower  of  London  ,  .  . 

[so]  And  further  we  .  . .  grant  unto  the  said  Governor  [&c,] 
that  they  [&c.],  for  them  and  on  their  behalf  and  not  otherwise, 
shall,  for  the  said  term  of  fifteen  years,  have  .  .  .  the  whole  entire 
and  only  liberty,  use  and  privilege  of  trading  and  trafficking 
...  to  and  from  the  said  East  Indies  and  tu  and  from  all  the  .  .  . 
places  aforesaid,  in  such  manner  as  is  above  mentioned  .  .  , 

[21]  And  for  that  the  ships  sailing  into  the  said  Indies  must 
take  their  due  and  proper  times  to  proceed  in  tbese  voyages, 
which  otherwise,  as  we  well  perceive,  cannot  be  performed  in 
the  rest  of  the  year  following,  therefore  we  .  .  ,  gi-ant  to  the 
said  Governor  [&c.]  that,  in  any  time  of  restraint,  six  good 
ships  and  six  good  pinnaces,  well  furnished  with  ordnance 
and  other  munitions  for  their  defence, '  and  five  hundred 
mariners,  English  men,  to  guide  and  sail  in  the  same  .  .  .  shall 
quietly  be  permitted  to  depart  in  the  said  voyages  . . .  without 
any  stay  or  contradiction  by  us  [&c.],  or  by  the  Lord  High 
Admiral  or  any  other  oflicer  or  subject .  . ,  Provided  never- 
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tlieless  that,  if  we  shall  at  any  time  .  . .  have  just  cause  to  arm 
our  navy  in  warlike  maimer  in  defence  of  our  realm  or  for 
offence  of  our  enemies,  or  tiiat  it  shall  be  foimd  needful  to  join 
to  the  navy  of  ub  [&c.]  the  ships  of  our  subjects,  to  be  also 
armed  for  the  wars,  to  such  a  number  as  cannot  be  supplied 
if  the  said  six  ehipa  [&c.]  should  be  permitted  to  depart  ,  .  . 
then  upon  knowledge  given  by  us  [&o.]  or  by  our  Admiral . .  . 
three  months  before  the  said  Goyei-nor  [&c.]  shall  begin  to 
make  ready  the  same  .  .  .  that  then  the  said  Governor  [&c.] 
shall  forbear  to  send  six  such  ships  [&c.]  .  .  .  until  that  we 
shall  revoke  our  said  na^y  from  the  said  service. 

[22]  And  we  .  .  .  grant  to  the  said  Governor  [&c.]  that  the 
said  East  Indies  .  .  shall  not  be  visited  by  any  of  the 
Bubjerts  of  us  [&c  ]  during  the  ?aid  term  f  fifteen  jear^ 
contnry  to  the  true  meaiim^  of  these  present';  and  by 
virtue  of  our  jieio^ative  ro)al  which  we  will  not  in  that 
behalf  have  argued  or  brought  in  question  we  straitly  chaige 
all  the  subiects  of  us  [&c]  that  none  of  them  diiectly  or 
indirectly  do  visit  or  trade  mto  i:r  from  any  of  the 
said  East  Indies  01  into  01  from  anj  the  places  ifoie 
said  other  than  the  said  Governor  [&c]  unless  it  be  by 
hcen'Je  and  a£;reement  of  the  said  Governor  [&c]  upon 
pam  thai  eveiy  such  peison  shall  intur  our  indignation 
and  the  forieituie  and  loss  ot  the  goods  [&c]  which  so  shall 
be  brought  into  thit,  realm  contraiy  to  our  saii  pio 
hibition  as  also  the  ships  with  the  furniture  tbeieof 
wherein  such  goods  [&.o]  shaD  be  bioaght  the  one  half  of 
all  the  said  forfeiture  to  be  to  us  [&c]  and  the  other  half 
■«e  do  grint  unto  the  siid  Governor  [&l  ]  and  further 
ill  the  said  offendeis  to  suffer  impriionment  during  our 
pleasure    and  such  othei   punishment  is  to  us  [&c]  shall 

seem  meet  and  convenient  and  not  to  be  in  any  wise  delivered 
until  they  shall  betome  bound  unto  the  Sdid  (jovemor  for  the 
time  being  m  the  sum  of  £r  000  at  the  least  at  no  time  there 
after  during  this  piesent  giant  to  sail  or  tra£Ei_  mto  inj  of 
the  said  East  Indies 

[23]  [Power  to  the  Company  to  license  others  foi  anj  con 
sideiation,  to  trade  into  the  East  Indies,  with  piomise  that 
the  Crown  shall  grant  no  such  licenses.] 

[24J  [Power  to  admit  apprentices  and  others  to  be  members 
of  the  Company :  with  proviso  that  the  Company  may  expel  mem- 
bers not  paying  up  their  quota  for  the  first  voyage  in  due  time.] 

[25]  And  the  said  Governor  [&c.]  do  ,  .  .  promise  and  grant 
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to  U3  [&c.]  that  they  ,  . .  in  all  such  voyages  as  they  .  .  .  shall 
niake  out  of  this  realm  by  virtue  of  this  our  grant .  .  ,  (the  first 
voyage  only  excepted),  wiU,  upon  every  return  which  shall  be 
made  hack  again  into  this  realm  ...  or  within  six  months 
after  every  such  return,  bring  into  this  our  realm  .  .  ,  ss  great 
or  greater  value  in  bullion  of  gold  or  silver,  or  other  foreign 
coin  of  gold  or  eilver,  respectively,  for  every  voyage  (the  first 
voyage  ouly  excepfed),  as  shall  he  by  force  of  these  presents 
transported  out  of  this  realm  .  .  . ;  [no  silver  to  be  shipped  for 
transport  except  at  London,  Dartmouth  or  Plymouth ;  and  all 
Bucb  silver  transported,  as  also  all  gold  and  silver  brought  into  the 
kingdom,  by  the  Company,  to  be  duly  entered  by  the  customer]. 

[26]  Provided  alvrays  .  .  .  that  these  our  letters  patents 
.  .  .  Bnall  not  in  any  sort  extend  to  give  any  .  ,  .  authority 
unto  the  said  Giovemor  [&c,]  to  undertake  any  trade  unto  any 
country  r&c,  as  in  the  proviso  at  the  end  of  §  1 2]. 

[27]  Provided  also  that  if  it  shall  hereafter  appear  to  us 
[&c.]  that  this  grant  or  the  continuance  thereof,  in  the  whole  or 
in  any  part  thereof,  shall  not  he  profitable  to  us  [&c.]  or  fa  this 
our  realm,  that  then  .  ,  .  after  two  years'  warning  to  be  given 
to  the  said  Company  .  .  .  this  piesent  grant  shall  cease  .  .  . 

[28]  And  further  ...  we  grant  to  the  said  Governor  [&c.l 
that,  if  at  the  end  of  the  said  term  of  fifteen  jears  it  shall 
seem  meet  unto  the  said  Governor  [&c.]  that  this  present  grant 
shall  he  continued,  and  if  that  also  ...  we  shall  find  the 
further  continuance  thereof  profitable  for  us  [&c.]  and  for  oar 
realm,  with  such  conditions  as  are  herein  mentioned,  or  with 
some  alteration  or  qualification  thereof,  that  then  we  [&.o]  at 
the  instance  and  humble  petition  of  the  said  Governor  [&.a  ] 
will  grant  unto  the  said  Governor  [&c  ]  ,  and  such  other 

persons,  our  subjects,  as  they  shall  nommate,  or  ahall  be  bj 
us  [&c.]  newly  nominated,  not  exceeding  in  number  lorn  and 
twenty,  new  letters  patent  .  .  .  with  like  covenants  .  aad 
articles  as  in  these  presents  are  eontamed,  01  with  addition 
of  other  necessary  articles,  or  changing  of  these  into  some  other 
parts,  for  the  full  term  of  fifteen  years  then  nest  following. 

[29]  Willing  hereby  [&c.,  as  usual]. 

In  witness  whereof,  &o. 

Witness  oiu'self,  at  Westminster,  xsxio  die  Decembris. 

Per  breve  de  privato  sigillo. 

Fatent  Boll,  4  EHs.  part  6  '. 


yGoosle 


45^  Appendix. 

Chaster  to  the  Vibginian  Colonies,  April  lo,  1606. 

James,  ly  the  grace  of  God  I&C.3.  WLereaB  our  loving  and 
well-dispoaed  subjects  Sir  Thomas  Gates  and  Sir  George 
Somera,  knights,  Eichard  Hacltluit,  clerk,  prebendary  of  West- 
minster, and  Edward  Maria  Winghfeilde,  Thomaa  Hannam  and 
Ealeigh  Gilberde,  esquires,  William  Parker  and  George 
Popham,  gentlemen,  and  divers  others  of  our  loving  enbjects, 
have  been  humble  suitors  unto  us,  that  we  would  vouchsafe 
unt«  them  our  license  to  make  habitation,  plantation,  and  to 
deduce  a  colony  of  sundry  of  onr  people  into  tbat  part  of 
America  commonly  called  Virginia  and  other  parts  and  ter- 
ritories in  America,  either  appertaining  to  ns  or  which  are  not 
now  actually  posseased  by  any  Christian  prince  or  people, 
lying  all  along  the  sea-coasts,  between  four-and-thirty  degrees 
of  northerly  latitude  from  the  equinoctial  line  and  five- 
and-forty  degrees  of  the  same  latitude,  and  in  the  mainland 
between  the  same  four-and-thirty  and  five-and-forty  degrees, 
and  the  islands  thereunto  adjacent  or  within  one  hundred 
miles  of  the  coast  thereof;  and  to  that  end,  and  for  the  more 
speedy  accomplishment  of  their  said  intended  plantation  and 
habitation  there,  are  desirous  to  divide  themselves  into  two 
several  colonies  and  companies,  the  one  consisting  of  certain 
knights,  gentlemen,  merchants  and  other  adventurers  of  our  city 
of  London  and  elsewhere  which  are  and  from  time  to  time  shall 
be  joined  unto  them,  which  do  desire  to  begin  their  plantations 
[&c.j  in  some  fit  and  convenient  place,  between  four-and-thirty 
and  one-and-forty  degrees  of  the  said  latitude,  all  alongst  the 
coast  of  Virginia  and  coasts  of  America  aforesaid;  and  the 
other  consisting  of  sundry  knights  [&c.]  of  our  cities  of  Bristol 
and  Eseter  and  of  onr  town  of  Plymouth  and  of  other  places 
which  do  join  themselves  unto  that  colony,  which  do  desire 
to  begin  their  plantations  f&c]  in  some  fit  and  convenient 
place  between  eight-and-thirty  and  five-and-forty  degrees 
of  the  said  latitude,  all  alongst  the  said  coast  of  Viiginia  and 
America,  as  that  coast  lieth : 

[2]  We,  greatly  commending  and  graciously  accepting  of  their 
desires  for  the  furtherance  of  so  noble  a  work,  which  may,  by 
the  providence  of  Almighty  God,  hereafter  tend  to  the  glory  of 
his  divine  Majesty,  in  propagating  of  Christian  religion  to  such 
people  as  yet  live  in  darkness  and  miserable  ignorance  of  the 
true  knowledge  and  worship  of  God,  and  may  in  time  bring 
the  infidels  and  savages  living  in  those  parts  to  humane  civility 


yGoosle 


Appendix.  457 

and  to  a  settled  and  quiet  governmeiit,  do,  ]>y  these  our  letters 
patents,  graciously  accept  of  and  agree  to  their  humble  and  wel!- 
iDtfinded  desires ;  and  do  therefore,  for  us,  our  heira  and 
successors,  grant  and  agree  that  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Gates, 
Sir  George  Somers,  Richard  Hackluit,  and  Edward  Maria 
"Winghfeilde,  adventurers  of  our  city  of  London,  and  all  such 
others  as  are  or  shall  be  joined  unto  them  of  that  colony,  shall 
be  called  the  first  colony;  and  they  shall  and  may  begin  their 
said  first  plantation  [&c.]  at  any  place  upon  the  said  coast  of 
Virginia  or  America  where  they  shall  think  fit  between  the  said 
fout-and-thirty  and  one-and-forty  degrees  of  the  said  latitude; 
and  that  they  shall  have  all  the  lands,  woods,  soil,  grounds, 
havens,  ports,  rivers,  mines  minerals,  marshes,  waters,  fishings, 
commodities  and  hereditaments  whatsoever,  from  the  said  first 
seat  of  their  plantation  [&c.]  by  the  space  of  fifty  miles  of 
Englifih  statute  measure  all  afongst  the  said  coast  of  Virginia 
and  America  towards  the  west  and  south-west ',  as  the  coast 
lieth,  with  all  the  islands  within  one  hundred  miles  directly  over 
against  the  said  sea-coast ;  and  also  all  the  lands  [&c.l  whatsoever, 
from  the  said  place  of  their  first  plantation  [&c.}  for  the  space 
of  fifty  like  English  miles  all  alongst  the  said  coast  of  Virginia 
and  America  towards  the  east  and  north-east  °,  as  the  coast 
iietb,  together  with  all  the  islands  within  one  hundred  miles 
directly  over  against  the  same  sea-coast ;  and  also  all  the  lands 
[&c]  whatsoever  from  the  same  fifty  miles  every  way  on  the  sea- 
coast  directly  into  the  mainland  by  the  space  of  one  hundred 
like  English  miles  ;  and  may  inhabit  and  remain  there,  and  may 
also  build  and  fortify  within  any  the  same,  for  their  better  safe- 
guard and  defence,  according  to  their  test  discretion  and  the 
discretion  of  the  Council  of  that  colony ;  and  that  no  other  of 
our  subjects  shall  be  permitted  to  plant  or  inhabit  behind  or  on 
the  backside  of  them  towards  the  mainland,  without  the  espress 
consent  of  the  Council  of  that  colony  thereunto  in  writing  first 
obtained. 

[3]  And  we  do  likewise  .  .  .  grant  and  agree  that  the  said 
Thomas  Hannam,  Ealeigh  Gilberde,  William  Parker  and  George 
Popham,  and  all  others  of  the  town  of  Plymouth  in  the  county 
of  Devon  or  elsewhere  which  are  or  shall  be  joined  unto  them 
of  that  colony,  shall  be  called  the  second  colony  ;  and  that  they 

'  The  words  "  or  towards  the  aouth  "  shonld  probably  he  added  here :  of, 
nert  5.     They  appear  to  ha¥e  heen  accidKntally  omitted  in  the  roll. 
'  The  words  "  or  towards  the  north"  ehould  probably  be  added  here: 
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shall  and  may  begin  their  said  plantation  [Ac.]  at  any  place 
upon  the  said  coast  of  Virftinia  and  America  where  they  siiall 
think  fit  between  eight-and-thirty  degrees  of  the  said  latitude, 
and  five-and-forty  degrees  of  the  same  latitude;  and  that  they 
shall  have  all  tlie  lands  [&c.]  whatsoever  from  the  first  seat  of 
their  plantation  [&o.]  ty  the  space  of  fifty  like  English  milea  as 
is  aforesaid  all  alongst  the  said  coast  of  Virginia  and  America 
towards  the  west  and  south-west  or  towards  the  south  as 
the  coast  lieth ;  and  all  the  islands  within  one  hundred  miles 
directly  over  against  the  said  sea-coast ;  and  also  all  the  lands 
[&c]  whatsoever  from  the  said  place  of  their  first  plantation  [&o.] 
for  the  space  of  fifty  like  miles  all  alongat  the  said  coast  of 
Virginia  and  America  towards  the  east  and  nortji-east  or 
towards  the  north  as  the  coast  lieth,  and  all  tlie  islands  [&c,  as 
before];  and  also  all  the  lands  [&c.  as  before];  and  may  inhabit 
f&c.  as  before]  ;  and  that  none  of  our  subjects  f&c.  as  before]. 
Provided  aJways  .  .  .  that  the  plantation  [&c]  of  such  of  the 
said  colonies  as  shall  last  plant  themselves,  as  aforesaid,  shall 
not  be  made  within  one  hundred  like  Ei^lish  miles  of  the  other 
of  them  that  first  begaa  to  make  their  plantation  as  aforesaid, 

[4]  And  we  do  also  ordain  .  .  .  that  each  of  the  said  colonies 
shall  have  a  Council,  which  shall  govern  and  order  all  matters 
and  causes  .  .  .  within  the  same  several  colonies,  according  to 
Bucb  laws,  ordinances  and  instructions  or  shall  be  in  that  behalf 
given  and  signed  with  our  hand  or  sign  manual,  and  pass  under 
the  privy  seal  of  oar  realm  of  England ;  each  of  which  Councils 
shall  consist  of  thirteen  persons,  and  to  be  ordained  and  removed 
from  time  to  time  according  as  shall  be  directed  in  the  same 
instructions;  and  shall  have  a  several  seal  for  all  matters  that 
shall  pass  or  concern  the  same  several  Councils,  each  of  which 
seals  shall  have  the  king's  arms  engraven  on  the  one  side 
thereof  and  his  portraitvire  on  the  other  [the  legend  to  be,  on  one 
side,  Sigilhm.  Regis  Magne  Britannie,  Francte  et  Hibimie,  and 
on  the  other  side,  Fro  Gonsilio  prime,  or  sscunde  Oolonie  Virginie, 
respectively]. 

[5]  And  that  also  there  shall  be  a  Council  established  here 
in  England,  which  shall  in  like  manner  consist  of  thirteen 
peraons,  to  be  for  that  purpose  appointed  by  us,  our  heirs  and 
successors,  which  shall  be  called  our  Council  of  Virginia,  and 
shall  from  time  to  time  have  the  superior  managing  and  direc- 
tion only  of  and  for  all  matters  that  shall  concern  the  government 
as  well  of  the  said  several  colonies  as  of  and  for  any  other  part 
or  place  within  the  aforesaid  precincts  of  four- and- thirty  and 
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five-anJ-foi'iy  degrees  above  mentioned;  which  Council  shall 
have  in  like  manner  a  seal  for  raatters  concerning  the  Council, 
with  the  like  arms  and  portraiture  as  aforesaid  [the  legend  to 
be,  OD  one  side,  SigiUum  ^c,  as  before,  and  on  the  other,  Pro 
Coneilio  stto  Virginiej. 

[6]  [Power  to  mine  for  gold,  silver  and  copper,  paying  the 
king  J  of  the  gold  and  silver  and  -^  of  the  copper.] 

E7]  [Power  to  coin  money,  to  pass  current  in  the  colonies.] 
8]  [Power  to  take  over  adventurers,  not  specially  restrained 
by  the  Crown,  with  shipping,  armour,  &c,,  necessary  for  the 
plantations.] 

[9]  [Power  to  repel  intruders  or  others  attempting  to  injure 
the  plantations.  ] 

[10]  Giving  and  granting  by  these  presents  onto  the  said 
Sir  Thomas  Gates  [&c.]  at  all  times  for  ever  hereafter  authority 
to  take  and  surprise  ...  all  persons,  with  their  ships,  .  .  . 
and  other  furniture,  which  shall  be  found  trafficking  into  any 
harbour  ...  or  place  within  the  limits  of  the  said  several 
colonies  [&c.],  not  being  of  the  same  colony,  until  such  time  as 
they,  being  .  . .  under  our  obedience,  shall  pay  or  agree  to  pav 
to  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  of  that  colony  withm  whow  limits 
they  shall  so  traffic,  two  and  a  half  upon  any  hundred  of  any 
thing  so  by  them  trafBcked  bought  01  *!old  and  being  strangers 
and  not  subjects  under  cur  obeisance  until  they  shall  pay  five 
upon  every  hundred  of  such  wares  which  sums  of  money 

or  benefit,  as  aforesaid  during  the  'pace  of  one  and  twentj 
years  next  ensuing  the  date  hereof  shall  he  wholly  employed 
to  the  use  ...  of  the  said  several  plantations  where  such 
traffic  shall  be  made  ;  ani  after  the  said  onp  and  twenty  je'jrs 
ended,  the  same  shall  he  taken  to  the  use  of  us  [&c  ]  by  such 
officers  and  mini'iters  as  by  us  [&c  ]  shall  be  fhereunto  appointed 

[11]  And       d    f    th  ra  tunt    th        d  S    Th  m 

Gates  [&c.]  th  t  th  m  y  t        p    t  tl         od.     h  tt  1 

armour,  mun  t  d  f       t  df  1  t    h  d  by  th 

...  in  respe  t    f  th    sa  d  pi     t  ti  t    f  ]m 

during  the  tim      f  jea  t  g  tl     d  t    h        f 

.  .  .  without      y    u-t  m,      b'^dy         th      1  ty 

[ra]  Also  we  do,  for  us  [&o.]  declare  by  these  presents  that 
all  the  persons,  being  our  subjects,  which  ^all  dwell  within  any 
of  the  said  several  colonies  [&c.],  and  every  of  their  children 
which  shall  happen  to  be  bom  within  any  of  the  .  .  .  said 
several  colonies  [&c.],  shall  have  and  enjoy  all  liberties,  franchises 
and  immunities  within  any  of  our  other  dominions,  to  all  intents 
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and  purposes,  a«  if  they  had  been  abiding  and  bo  n  w  tl  n  th  s 
our  realm  of  England  or  any  other  of  our  said  A  m 

[13]  Moreover  our  gracious  will  and  pleasu  th  t  f 

any  person,  which  sh^l  be  of  any  of  the  said      la  ay 

other,  which  shall  traffic  to  the  said  colonies  h  11  at  any 

time  hereafter  transport  any  wares  [&c.}  ut  of  ay  ur 
dominionB,  with  a  pretence  and  purpose  to  land  !I  th  - 
wise  dispose  the  same  within  any  the  .  .  ,  s  d  1  e  [&  ], 
and  yet  nevertheless,  being  at  sea  or  after  he  b  th  1  n  1  d  the 
same  within  aoy  of  the  said  colonies  [&c.],  shall  carry  the  same 
into  any  other  foreign  country,  with  a  purpose  there  to  sell  or 
dispose  of  the  same,  without  the  license  of  ns  [&c.]  first  obtained, 
that  then  all  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  person  so  offending 
and  transporting,  together  with  the  ship  or  vessel  wherein 
such  transportation  was  made,  shall  be  forfeited  to  us  [&c,] 

[14]  [Prohibition  of  robbery  or  acts  of  hostility,  by  sea  or 
land,  i^ainst  any  English  subjects  or  those  of  aay  allied  state.] 

[15]  And  finally  we  do,  for  us  [&o.]  grant  and  agree  with 
the  said  Sir  Thomaa  Gates  .  .  .  and  all  others  of  the  said  first 
colony,  that  we  [&c.].  upon  petition  in  that  behalf  to  be  made, 
shall  by  letters  patente  .  .  ,  grant  unto  such  persons,  their 
heirs  and  assigns,  aa  the  Council  of  that  colony  ,  .  ,  shall  for 
that  purpose  aominat*,  all  the  lands  [&c.],  which  shall  he  within 
the  precincts  limited  for  that  colony  as  is  aforesaid,  to  be  bolden 
of  us  [&c.]  aa  of  our  manor  of  East  Greenwich  in  the  county  of 
Kent,  in  free  and  common  soecage  only,  and  not  in  capite. 
[Same  grant  to  members  of  the  second  colony.]  All  which 
lands  [&c.]  so  to  be  passed  by  the  said  several  letters  patents, 
shall  he  suHicient  assurance  from  the  said  patentees  so  distributed 
and  divided  amongst  the  undertakers  for  the  plantation  of  the 
said  several  colonies,  and  such  as  shall  make  their  plantation  in 
either  of  the  said  several  colonies,  in  such  manner  and  for  such 
estates  as  shall  be  ordeied  and  set  down  by  the  Council  of  the 
same  colony  .  .  .  respectively,  within  which  the  same  lands 
[&e.]  shall  lie. 

In  witness  whereof,  &c.  Witness  ourself  at  Westminster,  the 
xth  day  of  April. 

Per  breve  de  privato  si^Uo. 

Fat.  SoU,4Jac,  I,  part  19'. 

'  Printed  bIbo  by  Alei.  Brown,  GeneHs  0/  tba  United  Staiei,  i,  51-63. 
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Abjniation  of  the  realm,  by  r 
BauU,  &e,,  90,  93,  io6. 

Absolution,  to  be  limited,  3 
name  objected  to,  414,  416. 

AooesB,  &eedoai  of,  117, 135;  see 
Speaker. 

ActuariuB  (a.  clerk  in  »  conr 


law),  I 


s  of  an,  163,  397; 
;h  — ,    388,     453! 


VioB  — ,  165. 

Admiralty,  Ooart  of,  388. 

Admonilion  to  Parliament,  tbe,  19S, 
HB.  HI- 

Adultery,  punialieit  by  High.  Com- 
mission, 2S9,  407,  4!6i  by  the 
biahops,  375 ;  by  the  Council  of 
Wales,  383. 

Axis,  feudal,  limitaljon  of,  196 : 
levy  of,  355. 

Aldermeu,  their  powers,  £0,  104. 

Alehousea,  tee  Inna, 

Aliegiajice,  oati  f  59  t  be  d 
ministered,  58  6  66  ^  "1 
^73-275:   P     lam  t   n    f   37 


99 


373- 
AlniB,  70,  |86,    87 


Altai-e,  to  be  rem      il     9 
Amercements  ^    pe  Ij,      su  1  ex 

acted  from  a  person  'in  the  King's 

mercy'),  asseeBed  by  a  juij,  345  : 

aee  also  Fiuee. 
Anohora^um  {duty  taken  of  sMpa 

for  the  uae  of  a  haren),  38S. 
Apocrypha,  not  to  be  read  in  church, 

414,  416. 


Apprentices,  regulations  for,  45-54  ; 
children  of  paupers  to  be  bound, 
97,  q8:  of  printers,  1 7J(i):  at. 
emptiona  for,  a  66. 

Arohbiehopa,  their  powers  in  genera!, 
see  BiBhopB ;  of  Canterbury  and 
York,  see  Canterbory,  York :  to 
approve  marriagea  of  blehope, 
j88;  inadtution  objected  to,  196, 
197,  199. 

Archdeacons,  tbeir  duties,  ig,  iSS, 
aoi,  204,  aog,  364 ;  in  oocvoca- 
Uon,  igo  :  objected  to,  196,  197, 

Aristotle,  quoted,  182,  410. 

Arms,  borne  by  esquirea,  276!  of 
leou&ants,  268,  319. 

Arraignment  (placing  a  prisoner  at 
th  bar,  properly  at  Uie  suit  of 
th   oromn),  12,  25,  60,  79,  80. 

A        t,  freedom  from,  3 1 7,  1 26-1 39, 

At  les  of  reli^on,  subscription  to, 
quired,  64,  65,  200,  201,  3iz, 
S  337;  some  rejected  by  Par- 
liament, 121  1  acme  objected  to, 
7,  285,286,  300,  414: 


scripture,  201,  445:  to  be  es 
plained,  285,  41 7 ;  Bermona  to  b 
confined  to,  423. 

irtifieera,  regalalions  for,  45-54. 

I -.j.__    !_..   £ja|jup3|  219;    fo 
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on,  to  protect  th    Q 


Attaclraient  (proccBB  fo  mp  U  n^ 
appearance  in  court)  bs  ed  b 
Btar-Chambec,  183;  by  H  ^h 
ComnussioQ,  428,  430 

Attiiint(proCBSB  in  treason  n 

10.  39-67,77  (2):  Cawrit^ainBt 
a  jorj  for  a  felae  verdict),  304. 

Attomej-General,  his  duties,  112, 
335.  339  :  °f  t^e  North,  369,  375 


Babington,  Antony,  142. 

BilOon,  Lord,  in  parliament.  III, 
114.  330;  on.  prophesjinga,  207; 
impesi^ent  of,  334;  in  Council 
of  Wales,  379:  hia  political  opin- 
ions, 40S:  ontasiation,  443. 

Bwlifis,  of  citiaa  and  borougiis,  their 
powers,  (uniformity)  19 ;  (poor) 
42,  43.  69  i  (labourers)  48,  Ji  ; 
(recuaanta)  267. 

Bancroft,  Richard,  Bp.  of  London, 
ftfterwarde  Abp.  of  Cant.,  issues 
Lambeth  articlea,  226;  on  Pari- 
tans,  &c,  247,  42J  :  in  High 
Commission,  407 :  president  of 
Convocalion,  418. 

Banishment,  of  rogues,  102  r  see 
also  Abjuration. 

Bankmpta,  disqualified  &r  Parlia- 
ment, iSo. 

Baptiam,  thecroaa  in,  191, 286,  414  : 
by   women,    414,    416;     private, 

Baronage,  estate  of,  176, 

Barons,  how  tased,  34  :  not  obliged 
to  taie  oath  of  aiiprema«j,  41  : 
to  take  oath  of  allegiance,  273, 
274:  light  to  entertain  playera, 
69,  353  ;  judges  itiStar-Chamber, 
180  :  see  aUo  Peers,  Exchequer. 

Barony,  tennie  by.  295. 

Barristers,  to   take  cath   of  eupre- 


Bates'  case,  in  the  Eiohequer,  340  : 

in  parliament.  297,342. 
Beada,  for  prajing,  forbidden,  185, 


3      na^um  (money  paid  towards 

he  maintenance  of  beacuna),  388. 

3eg.jinj,    allowed,  44,   100,   104: 

rbidden,  68,  69,  99,   381  :  eee 

also  Eoguea. 

aeneSces,   admission   to,    64,   216: 

p  troni^e   of,    266 ;   poor,   to  be 

inoreaaed,  385. 

Berwick,  under  the  Council  of  the 

North,  376. 
Bible,  the,  its  authority,  204 
re-tranBtatea,417:toi)epr 
in  each  parish,  185. 
Births,  register  of,  186. 
j  Bishops:  election,  consecration,  &c., 
197,   242 !    institution  attacked, 
197-199,  216-221,  aas  (3),  414. 
416  ;  defended,  246,  445  ;  to  take 
oath  of  anpremaoy,  6 !  toadminister 
tlie  oath,  40,  85  (2),  and  of  alle- 
giance, J73  :  ordination  of  minia- 
lioences,  &o.,  65   (2),  1S5, 


provided 


192,  193.  194. 


O  (3).  A 


-er  clei^y,    64,    204,    205, 

206,406:  to  maintain  uniformity, 
17,  18  (3),  19,  208,  209  (2),  44s  : 
secular  duties  (poor),  43  (3),  384  ; 
(subsidy)  65  ;  (military)  160-163  ; 
(censoTBhip)  188:  powers  against 
recusants  and  sectaries,  63,  85 
(3).  90.  258  (2),  374,  364,  417: 
powers  to  be  reduced,  196-199, 
216-231,  225  <2),  414,416  :  tioir 
Blackness,  231,  424:  confereucea 
of,  with  the  Commons,  121,  310  ; 
TestmentB,  and  marriage  of,  188  : 
tenure  by  barony,  395 ;  power  to 
imprison,  206 ;  special  powers  in 
High  CommisMon,  334  (3),  339, 
433  C*)i  435  -  '^^  "^''  Ordinaries. 

BlackmJl,  on  Scutch  Border,  105. 

Elackatone,  on  prerogatire,  410. 

Bondmen,  eee  Villains. 

Books,  Popish,  267,  308,417,423: 
seditious,  78,  338,  308,  382,  395, 
427  !  fee  also  Press. 

Borders,  Scotch,  tee  North  Parts: 
Welah,  see  Wales. 

Borough,  an  adroiniBtralJTe  district, 


(poor-law),  . 


.   43.   ■ 


(vagabonds)  68,  69,70  ;  (ap 
ticca,  &c.),  46,  47,  48,  5I; 
(penal  laws)  7?  (2),  So, 
privileges  of,  35,  27J,  389. 


.    73; 
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Boatfm,  salt-tiade  in,  114. 

Bowing  at  the  name  of  Christ,  ob- 
jected to,  414. 

Brocton,  references  to,  II5,  III, 
409. 

Branding,  for  rogues,  68,  2^^ 

Breviary  (ft  book  cnntaining  the 
serviGes  used  in  the  Roman  churcli 
ftt  the  different  LourB),  to  be  de- 
stroyed, S67. 

Bribery,  in  eUotioDS,  132  :  judicial, 
381. 

Bristol,  Bp.  of,  see  Thornborough, 

Britain,  Great,  name  adopted,  393. 

Brown,  Bobert,  ai  i,  214,  agi. 

Bni^hlej,  Lord,  in  tri^  of  Q.  Maiy, 
141;  a  J.P.,  T44:  principal  secre- 
tary. 159,  168:  Treasurer,  173: 
his  policy  towartJs  Puritans,  213, 

Burglary,  74,  362.  380. 

Bniiale,  register  of,  186, 

Cambipartinm  (cbamparty,  q.v.), 
362- 

Candles  («sed  aa  offerings),  for- 
bidden, 185. 

Canons,  ecclesiastical,  subject  to 
King's  approval,  4ii'-4i9;  lee 
aho  Prebendaries. 

Canterbury,  Abp.  of,  Ms  powers, 
to  determine  vestments,  ao  ;  eccle- 
KiasticBl  taaation,  161  (j).  163, 
360;  censorshipof  the  press,  170- 
173,  188,  395!  licences  to  preacb- 


i.  424- 


K  Convocadcn. 


Cap,  square, 

objected  to,  414. 
Capitium  (a  cap   used  as  liveryl, 

145- 
Carlisle,  place  of  meeting  for  C.  of 

North,  36;  :  a  fortress,  376. 
Carta,  M^na,   cttstoms-duties   iu, 
,     Ml,  34B. 

Cartwright,  Thomas,  igfi,  333,  247. 
Castle-Guard  (the  obligation  upon 

tenants,  by  virtue  of  fiieir  tenure, 

to  provide   for   the  garrison   of 

a  castle'),  295. 
Catechism,  to  be  taught,  iSS  :  one 

only  to  be  used,  417. 
Cathedrals,  act  of  □niformity  to  be 

obserTed  in,   16.    18:    ordinances 

for,  36,  333,  433 


aho  Deans,   Prtb 


parliament,  115. 

— ,  Sir  William,  see  Bvirghley. 

Censorship,  see  Press. 

Censures,  ecclesiastical,  under  Act 
of  "Uniformity,  J  8,  20 ;  ingeneral, 
261,  383,  4SI  !  inflicted  by  High 
Commission,  304,  405,  430. 

Cbamparty  (a  bargain  made  nitb 
a  party  to  a  suit,  to  have  a  share 
is  the  thing  sued  for  in  case  of 
success),  forbidden,  381. 

Chancel,  communion-table  to  be  in 

Cbuncellor,  Lord  High,  powers  of, 
(oaths)  8,  40,  262,  273,  280 ; 
(taies)  30,  31,  34.  3S5,  356,  36^. 
360;  (wages)  48;  (rogues)  102; 
(parliamenttLry  privilege)  118, 
129,  130(3),  290;  Cvillains)  174: 
member  of  Star-Chamber,  175, 180 
(3),  18a,  403  :  see  alao  Chancery. 

—  of  tie  Eiehequer,  tea  Exche- 
quer. 

— ,  diocesan,  jurisdiction  of,  19, 
201,  limited,  424,  objected  to, 
196.199,218,  ajo,  415- 

Chancery,  Court  of,  eubddy  com- 
mifsioners  named  m,  31  ;  writs 
issued  from,  (elections)  288 ; 
(habeas  corpus)  321;  (rebellion) 
374 ;  returns  made  into,  (elec- 
tions) s8i,  287,  288,  326,  328; 
(wages)  48,  49 ;  (recusants)  235, 
236 :  gifts  of  land  registered  in, 
103 ;  right  to  subpcena  a  M.P., 
129  :  injuncdons  issued  by,  385  : 
compared  with  Star-Chamber. 
408:  see  o!so  Chancellor. 

Chantries.'annesation  of,  37,  38. 
Chaplains,  taied,   163 ;    assistants 

to  BbhoDS  in  ordination,  216, 
Chapters  of  Cathedrals,  collectors  of 

snbMdy,  55  !  in  Convocation,  jgo; 

associates   to  Bishops,  416:   see 

also  Deans. 
Chester,   eieroiseB   in.   206 :    Chief 

Justice  of,  379  (3),  380. 
Chirographia  (covenants),  389. 
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Church,  puiab,  aee  Fariih : — yard* 
185,  426 :  dratarbancea  in,  2iS 
426 :  attendance  at,  tee  Racnsantv 

ChiiMhwardeiis,  their  dutieo,  (poor) 
17,  4»(»).  43  0.72.  9^.97(31 
98  (4),  99  <3).  »03,  187;  (cBGu 
aantejgi,  356,  261,  274;  (care  of 
ohurohea),  186, 

Citations,  Act  of,  revived,  J!  general, 

CloBBea,ofth6people,  176:  Presby- 
teiiau,  348. 

Clergy,  tienefit  of,  curtailed,  66, 
78,  84,  9Q,  &c.,  aboliahed,  57, 
74:  trial  of,  74=  taxation  of, 
S4'  '37>  '^i  ■  niamage  of,  regu- 
lated, 187,  recognized,  319,  legiJ- 
^^^  ^£5>  4'4:  ^  ^''B  <^th  of 
BUpremac;,403:  «ee  also  Ministers. 

Clerk,  of  the  orowo,  330,  331,  325, 
jafi,  jaS;  of  H,  of  Commons,  327: 
of  the  peace,  257. 

Coinage,  in  King's  power,  340,  342. 

Coiners,  punished  bj  J.P.'s,  144. 

Coke.  Sir  Edward ,  Attotney-Genecftl, 
326;  in  parliament,  333,  334: 
hie  defence  of  Star- Chamber,  401 : 
attack  on  Higli  Coiumiseinn,  404. 

Collectors,  of  subsidy,  38,  34,  3-;, 
55 ;  of  alms  for  poor,  42,  43  ;  of 
poor-rate,  70,  73  (2) :  for  bouses 
ofocmreotion.74. 

Commendams  (properly  the  tempo- 
rary holding  of  a  benefice  till  a 
clerk  can  be  found  for  it,  often 
abused  by  being  made  permanent], 
objected  to,  414. 

Commisames  (eccleelaetic&l  judgea 
exerciaing  juriadiction  under  a 
Bishop  or  bia  chancellor),  Cbeir 
juradiction,  9,  Ig,  364 ;  regulaied, 
201,  424;  objected  to,  197,  J99, 
217,  !i8. 

CommisBion,  Higb :  for  powers  in 
general,  see  the  various  commis- 
aions,  117-242,  424-435:  origin, 
6;  anthoritj'  oonfirmaJ,  261,  364, 
3701  375;  impugned,  225,  302^ 
30£,  404  :  to  be  reformed,  417  : 
powers,  (bereay)  la;  (veatmeats) 
20;  (deprivation)  64;  (cenaor- 
ahip  of  the  pceag)  i63,  169,  171, 
172,    1S9,     3941     (ecclesiastical 


Bmption  to  the  Aiticles^  €4,  igS ; 
(eiammaton  by  oath)  SI7,  ajj; 
superseded  by  Convocation  when 
Bitting,  43  =; 
Common  Isnle,  poor-bouaes  to  be 
budt  on    98  ;  wrongful  enclosure 

—  law,  see  Law. 

—  Pleaa.  court  of,  monopolies  tried 
in,  1 1 2  1  coUides  with  High  Com- 
mission, 407  (a)  :  ita  province, 
408:  Justjcea  of,  aee  Justices. 

Commons,  House  of:  rigUs  of,  in 
general,  289, 443;  petitions  of,:  07, 
=15.  39*".  30a,  307,  311,  337: 
protests  of,  313, 339  :  warrants  of, 
310,  321,  331,  332,  333: 


of,  : 


're  of  I 


330.331,333.334:  Pdi. 
280,  aSj,  337 !  conferences  01, 
(with  tiie  Lords)  339,  335,  338 
(2);  (witb  the  Judges)  330:  con- 
trol over  espenditure,  279-380: 
a  court  of  record,  387,  a88,  339, 
330>  338  '•  members  of,  to  take 
oath  of  aupremacy,  41 ;  to  name 
collectors  of  subsidy,  29  L  ste  also 
Pmliament,  Piivilege. 

Commonwealth  (use  of  the  word), 
106,113,113,119,  174,177.334, 
35'- 

Communion,  Holy,  regnlatioia  for. 
190,  193  :  used  as  a  test,  356, 
364,  a66,  Z67,  373,  274  (a),  417  : 
kneelii^  in,  191  ;  to  be  preceded 


bye, 


414. 


Comorthes  (WeWi,  cymhortb ;  as- 
sistance or  contributioD,  appar- 
ently a,  Welsh  form  of  '  mainten- 
ance') forbidden,  381. 

Companies,  trading,  eiemptions  to, 
277:  East  India,  448. 

Compter,  prison  of  the,  324. 

Concilium,  Magnum,  all  peers  mem- 
bers of,  403. 

Conoionatnres  (preachers),  Jol,  &c. 

Confirmation,  objected  to,  414  : 
name  to  be  chained,  416. 

Conspiracy,  statutes  against,  65.  66  ; 
punished  by  J.P.'e,  145 '.  Sigii 
Commissioi),  aaS  ;  Justices  of  O. 
and  T.,  36a  ;  C.  of  Wales,  381. 

Constables,  High,  to  collect  poor- 
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(subsidy)  31,  33.  34!  (labonrera) 
47.  49 :  (poor)  70,  99 ;  (roguee) 
'S4.  27a  ;  (reouBantBl  256,  !74 ; 
under  oontivl  of  J.P.'a,  145,  146, 

Contract,  tie  Great,  291,  395,  208, 
»99.  300. 

Contnnmcy,  a  18,  416. 

Conventicles,  forbidden,  (Paritan) 
89,91.  308,  311  (2);  (Papist)  308; 
(m  general)  145,  148,  362,  435. 

Convocation;  jts  powera,  (beresj) 
*V  l^ft'''^)  35,  54,  137  ;  Cooa- 
sultative)  424 ;  anbordinate  to 
parliament,  424 :  Bummons  to, 
190  :  licence  to,  417 :  upper 
hoase  of,  to  act  for  High  Com- 
mifdon,  435  ;  of  York,  to  follow 
Canterbuij,  56. 

Cope,  Mr.,  aent  to  the  Tower,  124, 

Copes,  when  to  be  used,  193. 

Copiacnriao(copyofcourt     11  cop 
hold),  174. 

Copyholders,  174,  17^,  367 

COTodiea  (dues  paid  by  a  relj^  us 
house  to  a  benefactor),  3 

CorporatiouB,  (bodies  polit 

porate),    taxed,   29,    sn      ^./.K,,^ 
under,  76  :  lands  of, 


. '15;  ■ 


.  ra  3 


Council,  Privy ;  powers— ad  n  n 
trative,  (wages)  49  ;  (pena  law  ) 
63,374;  (vagabonds,  fto.)  102; 
(naUonal  defence)  157,  158,  160, 
161  (3),  162, 164,  279,  396 ;  (cen- 
Botsbip  of  jiess)  j6S,  i6g,  188; 
(ecclesiastical)  185,  306,  341,  370, 
431 ;  (oaths)  26s,  273  ;  (licences) 
85,  26.1,  366;  judicial,  81,  82, 
103,167,  iSi.  182(3),  371,401; 
penal,  J02,  306,  174,  368  ;  Buper- 
^'y,  371,  374.  37i,  382,  399 ; 
deliberative, J 8 1, 1 84,  330  (3),  425 ; 
taiative,  134:  eittiugintheStar- 
Chamber,  168, 169,  374  :  members 
oftheStar-ChamberCourt,l7s,l8o 
(4)1  '82,  i8j,  401,  403,  408,  444: 
in  parliament,  118:  nominated 
by  the  crown,  179 ;  specially  pro- 
tected, 368  ;  oath  of,  165  ;  peti- 
*'o^.'i>,  .43'.  432  !  minute-bock 
of,  167  :  impiiBonments  by,  44$. 


Coundl  for  war,  279,  280,  396;  of 
the  North,  or  Wales,  tee  North 
Pacts,  Wales. 

Counsel,  Queen's,  cases  referred  to. 


Courts,  eccleaiaaUMd,  their  Jurisdic- 
tion objected  to,  225:  bill  to 
reform  them,  286  i  their  dilatori- 
ness,  415  :  see  Chancellors,  Com- 

.  _  also  ^orth  Parts. 

Curates,  to  be  examined  before  ad- 

mission,  216  :  see  al»o  Ministers. 
Curtesy,  tenure   by  (the  tenure  by 

which  a  husband  holds  his  wife's 

lands  afier  her  death,  if  he  has 

issue  by  her)   265. 
Cu  toma    d  ti        their  origin,    26, 

349    <1       by  common  law,  343: 

6^340 

(an   officer   ap- 


minted 


Quarter  Season 


ry        a     exercises  holden  in, 

f  C  b  drals,  collectors  of 
a  65  nConvocalJon,  190; 
m  ts  ,193;  residence, 
;  jurisdiotioi 


s  for 


of,  54,  1 

Degradation  (aeclesiastical),  power 
of,  limited,  416. 

Demesne,  andent,  holders  of,  taied 
for  BuliBidy,  30. 

Deodanda  (things  or  animals  for- 
feited for  having  caused  the  death 


ofaq 


<">).', 


Deprivation,  of  ministers,  for 
formity,  15,  19,  431 ;  for 
acribmg  to  the  Articles,  64,  317, 
301;    vestmenta,     386;    simony, 
187  :  appeal  against,  304. 

Discipline,  the  Book  of,  345,  347- 

Dism6s,««  Tenths. 
Dispensing  power  (penal  laws),  375, 
376,  308  i  (general)  179. 
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Dablin   Castle,    Court    of   Castle 

Gliaiiib«r  in,  iji. 
Durham,    EiEbopric   of,   esempted 

from  Babsidy,   36 ;    black-mailing 

in,    J05;    subject    to  0.   of   the 

North,  376  (1). 

East  Indies,  4+8-455. 

Edward  I,  II,  in.loana  of,  347,  3+8. 

- —  "VI,  Testinents  used  under,  20 ; 
schools  founded  bj,  36,  233 : 
prayer-book  of,  1 3,  1 4 :  form  of 
ordinatioD  under,  64. 

Egerton,  Thotnas,  Lord  Ellesmere ; 
Lord  Eeepar,  240:  Chancellur, 
25z>358.  36l,44'S- 

Elders,  parocbial,  Z20,  Z14,  24S, 
,435- 

Eleotion  (parliamentary),  freedom 
of,  interfered  with,  2S0,  demanded 
288,  289,  290 :  for  Bucks  1S9, 
3*5,  Cambridge  333,  Cardigan 
33 1,  Norfolk  130,  Shrewsbury 
331,  Westbnry  132:  Writs  for, 
331.  333  :  ««e  o'*"  Eetaras. 

—  (episcopal),  342. 

EKzabeth,   Que. 


o  (2).  I 


124,  I 


210:  proolamatioii 

oa  pcopheeyines,  205 ;  ecclesiastical 

policy,  Z21,  &c, 

— ,  daughter  of  James  I,  her  mar- 
riage, 356- 

Embracery  (an  attempt  to  influence 
a  jury  cocruptlj),  forbidden,  ijo, 
38.'. 


184, 

Engrossers  (wholesale  dealers, 
blamed  for  holding  Hp  gourts  to 
increase  tbeic  price),  to  be  pun- 
ished,     381  1     ci^      Porestallers, 

Equity,  to  be  r^arded  by  J.P.'s, 
46,  53;  by  C.  of  Wales,  384: 
basis  (rfdiEpenaing  power,  179. 

Erasmus,  Paraphrases  of,  to  be 
used,  185. 


EeoteatoTB  (ofEcers,  one  in  each 
•»unty,  appointed  to  look  after 
estates,  &c.,  escheated  to  the 
king),  to  take  oatb  of  sapremacy, 
40;  their  duties,  244,  356. 

Escheats  (estates  falling  in  to  the 
lord  by  death  or  felony  of  the 
tenant),  to  be  maJntained,  2^6. 

Escu^e  (or  scut^e.  a  fine  for  not 
following  the  King  in  war), 
amount  of,  fixed  by  Parliament, 
34S- 

Esquires,  what  they  are,  176. 

Estates  of  the  realm,  defined,  409. 

Eton  College,  eiempted  from  sub- 
sidy, 36. 

Eicambia  (eiehanges),  3S9. 

EKchequer,  Court  of,  ecolesiastioai 
valtiation  in.  55  :  monopolies  tried 


:  biU  t 


refon 


oertificHtes  of  fines,  Sic,  made  into, 

23i>  3H-433  ■  Bates'  ease  in,  297  ; 

opposed  til  High  Commission,  407  : 

pleas  about  revenue  in.  403. 
— ,  Receipt  of,  fines  paid  into,  88  (3), 

aS7  :  tares  paid  into,  38,  358. 
— ,  Chancellor  of,  to  name  CDmtnis- 

sioneca  for  aids,  S5.  36^- 
— ,  Chief  Baron  of,  on  judicial  cora- 

misdoQS.  8:,  141;  bis  censorship 

of  the  press,  172  ;  not  a  judge  iu 

Star-Chamfaer,  403. 
— ,  Barons  of,  on  C.  o!  the  North, 

365  ;  not  in  Star-Chamber,  403. 
EEcommunication,  r^ulations    for, 

201   (3),    222;   abuses  of.    210. 

218  (2),  301,  414, 41  s,  446  :  to  be 

reformed,   220;    to    be  abolished, 

416  ;  effect  of,  365,  301. 
ExeroiaeB,  202-208  :  approved,  218, 


Exhibit 


ns,   at   the    Universi 


Fealty,  aei  Homage. 

Felony,  offences  against  the  crown 
madK,  66,  C7,  78  (a),  79  ;  of  re- 
cneants,  84,  90,  2€a-,  of  vaga- 
bomls,  68,  69,  102;  of  black- 
mailers, J06  ;  to  be  tried  before 
King's  Bench,  79;  JustiocBof  J. 
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and  T.,  364^  0.  of  the  North, 
375  (with  exeeptioaa,  370) ;  C.  of 
Wales,  3S0;  Justices  of  Peace, 
14s,  146,  148 :  challenge  to  jury 
in  oases  of,  79. 

Feoda  (fees),  143,  &o. 

Feodaries  (officers  of  the  court  of 
wards,  appointed  id  every  county 
to  look  after  the  feudal  righU  of 
the  crown),  40,  356. 

Feudal  rights,  of  ihe  King,  179  ; 
demand  for  commutation  of,  zgt, 
295,  299 :  object  of,  345  ;  value 
ofi  345  '■  origin  of,  293  :  see  Aids, 
Great  Contract. 

Field,  Theoph.,  Bp.  of  Llandaff,  im- 
peached, 334. 

^{teeoths  and  Tenths,  defined,  175  : 
process  of  levying,  iS,  29,  279. 

Fines  and  Forfeitures,  for  neglect  of 
duty,  49,  97,  104,  272  ;  tor  re- 
fusal of  office,  70,  74,  loo ;  em- 
ployed in  poor-relief,  72,  76,  237, 
261,  in  allowances  to  J.P.'s,  53  : 
arbitrary,  86  :  not  arbitrary,  306, 
344  :  wrongly  remitted,  275  : 
land  seized  instead  of,  257 :  an 
alternative  for  pillory  &o.  77  (a) : 
inflicted  by  H,  of  Lords,  336 ;  H, 
of  Commons,  13a  (j),  337  ;  Star- 
Chamher,  iSl ;  High  Commission, 
230,  430,  disputed  404-407  ;  «£« 
alio  Recusants,  Labourers,  &c. 

First-FruitS  (profits  of  an  eccleMas- 
tical  benefice  for  the  first  year, 
payable  to  the  crown),  restored  to 
the  crown,  22  ;  allowed  for,  55. 

Fish,  royal,  388 ;  preservaticn  of, 
390. 

Fleet  prison,  183,  389,  290,  3JI. 

Flotson  (or  flotEam,  tilings  fuund 
floating  on  ihe  sea),  3S8. 

Floyde,  Sir  B,,  expelled  the  Hoose, 
333-  , 

Force  (illegal  Tiolence),  punished  hy 
a  of  North,  375;  by  Star-Chain- 
ber,  408. 

Foreign  policy,  dzscnaeed.  in  parlia- 
ment, lee  Palatinate,  Spanish 
Match. 

Forest,  law  of  the,  maintained,  340; 
poaching  in,  forbidden,  381 . 

Forestallers  (persons  who  bought 
up  goods   before  they  came  into 


Forgery,  punished  by  Star-Charober 
and  Castle-Chamber,  15;;  C.  of 
North,  374 ;  C.  of  Wales,  3S1, 

Forisfactura  (forfeiture),  149. 

FortescuB,  Sir  John,  in  the  BuoJis 
election,  3a,=;-333- 

Franchises  (privileges  or  exemptions 
from  ordinary  jurisdiction),  69, 87, 

Frank-bank  (a  widi.w'e  interest  in 
her  husband's  lands,  preserved  by 
special  custom),  265. 

Freedom,  original,  of  all  men,  173. 

Galleys,  rogues  condemned  to  the. 
Gaol -Delivery,  Justices  of,  see  Jus- 
Gaolers,  under  supervision  of  J.P.'s, 

145.  146, 148- 
Gaols,  prisonera  in,  99  :  see  Compter, 

Fleet,  Marshalsea. 
Garter  King  at  Anns,  139. 
Geneva,  church  of;  its  influence  in 

England,  195,  224. 
Gentlemen,  what  they  are,  176,  177. 
Goodwin,  Sir  Francis,  2S9.  325-33  '- 
Goveraora  of  the  poor,  73  (2). 
GreenB-ood,  John,  before  the  High 

Commission,  223. 
Grindal,    Edmond,  Bp.  of  London, 

and  High  Commissioner,  169,  J94, 

337,  332;  Abp.  of  Canterbary,  237 : 

Ills  partiality  to  Puritans,  204. 
Guernsey,  see  Jersey. 

Habeas  Corpus,  writ  of,  322  1  granted 

against  High  Commission,  407. 
Hackwell  (or  JJakewell),  Mr,  115 

343- 
Hall,  Arthur,  128,  131. 
Handicrafts,  list  of  regulated,   51 ! 

exemptions  for,  263. 
Harding,  Thomaa,  194. 
Harrison,  IRichud,  211. 
Hatton,  Sir  Christopher,  hated  by 

Puritans,  176. 
Henry  VII,  atrengtiens  the  Star- 

Chamber,  175. 
Henry  Till,  schools  founded  by,  36. 


333- 


eeuied. 
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Heriot  (the  beet  beast,  due  on  the 
death  of  a  tenmt  to  the  lord  of 
the  manor),  to  he  retained,  2y6 

Highway,  repair  of,  006  of  alms, 
187. 

Holidays,  to  he  ohfecred,  185,  ]86, 
188:  enforced  by  High  Com 
raiBsion,  406, 407  Puntari  objeo 
dons  to,  191,  414. 

Homage,  of  a  biahop,  243:  to  be 
aholiehed,  395. 

"     "'      Wbe  read  in  chnrch,  187, 


r.36: 


„^S3-  . 


erect,  103. 
Householdera,  teapoDsibility  of,  91 , 

jGl :    overeeers    of    poor   choten 

from,  96,  103 ;   to  subaoribe  to 

the  Articles,  285. 
Hull,  salt-trade  of,  114. 
Hundred,  the,  a  district  Ibr  ooDec- 

tion  of  subsidy,  19,  jr,  33,  35  ; 

foe  poor-relief,  70, 97,  98  :  Ubour- 

era  doC  to  depart  fcom,  47  ;  pglice 

responsilplity  of,  86,  87, 
Hnsbandry,  r^alations  for  serranta 

in,  45-51 :  protection  of,  93-96, 

371. 3rS- 

Inu^BB,  to  be  deelioyed,  186. 

Impeachment,  379,  a8o,  334^336. 

Impoailiona  (additional  taxes  on  im- 
parts), aJ^uments  against,  396, 
30a,  34a-3S5. 

390.  397- 
Imp  ■ 


Sm.), 

^^ ^ of,  pven  to 

High  CommiEBion,  =30(4),  427, 
428,439:  impugned,  4D4;  bythe 
Council,  446. 

Impropriations  (the  profits  of  eccle- 
siastical benefices  in  the  hands  0! 
laymen),  taiation  of,  104,  414. 

Independents,  3 11,213, 214, 291,445. 

Indictment  (a  criminal  charge  made, 
at  the  suit  of  the  crown,  by 
the  grand  jury,  11, 
145.  378,  &C-     Cf.  Pi 

lufonla    (persona    nnd< 


Injunctions,  the  Queen'a,  oonfinned, 

172, 192, 194,  31J,  14J,  375,  386. 
—  (^prohibitions   to   other   conzts), 

iisued    l:^   Chancery,    385;   by 

Council  of  Wales,  385. 
Inni,  under  control  of  J.P.'s,  145, 

146,148  ;  of  Conncil  of  Wales,  3B1. 
Inquest  of  office  (an  enquiry  by 

jurors  apedally  impanelled),  68. 
Ireland,  exempted  from  Bubsidy,  35 : 

Star-Chamber  in,    130:    TJndep- 


166:  II 


B  for  n 


am6aI,hisproclainationB,  280,314, 
393,  394,  395,  420:  his  messages 
to  Parliament,  296,  310,  312,  326, 
33°.  334 :  speeches,  tSi,  zgr,  293 : 
policy  towards  Puritans,  283,420; 
towards  Papists,  283-285,  421: 
letter  about  preachers,  422  :  coro- 
nation oath,  391 ;  views  of  the 
prerogative,  399,  and  above, 
pasnia. 

rersej  and  Guenmey, exempted  from 
subsidy,  35. 

Feeuits,  banished,  84 :  punished  by 
death,  8s  :  colleges  of,  84  :  sub- 
mission of,  85 ;  persons  susjiected 
of  being,  93 ;  their  activity,  i 


260,     308 


.    of    laws 


igainst,  demanded,  300,  319,  320. 
Journals  of  Porliameot,  an  official 

record,  130, 
Judges,  not  to  be  papists,  6,  264; 

opinions  of,  136,  326  (2),  446;  1 


with  parliament,  pro- 
posed, 326,  330(3):  subordinate 
to  oroivn,  399,  408 ;  cases  recom- 
mended to,  by  Star-Chamher,  167; 
appointment  of,  143  :  to  assess 
fines,  345  (2). 
Jury,  trial  by,  allowed  under  Act  of 
Supremacy,  15 :  for  sedition,  79  (2) ; 
robbery,  J7;  felony,  79;  on  the 
Borders,  270;  before  High  Com- 
mission,  328,  233,  303,  304; 
JnsticesofO.andT.,361;  Justices 
of  Peace,  145,  148 ;  Admiralty, 
390;  C.  of  North,  369;  rebuked 
fiir  wrong  verdicts,  180;  parlia- 
mentary exemption  trom,  11. 
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JuaUcei,  Chief,  on  Bpet^al  judicial 
commisfflonB,  82,  141  ;  in,  Star- 
Ciiaidber,  180,  403;  their  oensor- 
Bhip  of  die  preae,  173. 

—  of  King's  £ench.  jurisdiction  of, 
79,  jSt :  caaea  refarred  to,  by 
J.P.'a,  147  :  see  EiVa  Bench. 

—  of  Connnon  Pleaa,  casea  referred 
to,  147  :  tee  Common  Fleas. 

—  of  Assise,  Ojer  sud  Terminer, 
and  Gaol  Delivery,  commissioos 
to,  361,  363;  their  jurisdiction 
(papists  and  recusants)  18  (2), 
40,  76,  91,  261;  (sedition)  79; 
(husbaai^)  94,  96  ;  (borders) 
106,  270,  471:  doubtful  cases 
referred  to,  by  J.P.'s,  147 ;  by 
C.  of  North,  371. 

—  of  thB  Peace,  their  powers :  (a) 
Judicial^2  or  more  Justices — 
(servants)  46  ;  (vagabonds),  jd2: 
3  or  more — (vagabonds  and  poor) 
7a ;  4  or  more — (appreDtiees,  &o.) 
S3  (2) ;    in  Quarter  Sessions — 
(recuaants,  ftc.)  40,  76,  90,  257. 
258,  274;   (hnsband:^,  &o.)  96; 
(vagabunds)  102 ;   (borders)  106, 
8,1  ;       (proolamatJODS)       306  : 
quorumrequired,  53,  72,  loi,  I,  ' 
(t)  admimstriitive — i  or  more 
(licences  to  beg)  102 ;    (apprt 
tioBB.  4o.)  52.  53;   a  or  more 
(poor)  43.  44,  96  (2);   (licem 
to  beg),    69  (2) ;    (certificate   of 
.porertyj    384 ;      (allowance    of 
parsons   wives)  1 87 ;   (searoli  of 
houses)   267 ;   (poor)  43,  44,  69, 
Jo.  96  (2),  97,  99,  104;  (appren- 
tices, &C.)  49,  53:   3  or  mon 
(vagabonds)   71 :   4  or    mon 

(licences  to  travel)    264;    (ai 

of  recasants)  268 ;  in  Quarter 
Bessions — (wages)  48,  49;  (poor) 
7'.  73.  97.  9S,  100;  (husbandry) 
96;  (vagabonds)  lOI,  272;  quo- 
rum required,  96,  104,  258,  273, 
374:  (adminidtraUott  of  oaths), 
I  Jnalice,  85,  90,  266,  274, 
B  Justices,  85,  258,  273,  274:  (dis- 
covery of  recusants)  185,262,  364: 
(certificates  of  recusancy)  7s  : 
(p)  penal — (power  of  committal)  . 
I  Juetioe — sedition,  79,80(2),  86  ; 
servants,  &c.,  52  ;  recusants,  261, 
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274;  ™gabondB,68;  aJuedcea — 
poor-law,  44, 97, 98, 99 ;  laliourers, 
49'  50,  71 ;  vagabonds,  102  ;  recu- 
Bants,  158,  Z74:  (branding)  68; 
(banishment,  galleys)  102 ; 
(death)  Jo6;  (levy  of  fines)  261. 
Pines  on,  for  neglect  of  duty,  49, 
104,272,374;  allowances  to,  53; 
subordinate  to  High  Commission, 
232.238;toC.ofNortb,374.376: 
to  take  oath  of  Eupremacj,  6: 
general  importance  of,  179. 

Keeper,  Lord,  441 :  see  also  Chan- 
King,  see  Prerogative,  &c 
King'sBeneh,  cerlJficateB  of  sedition 
or  recuEanoy  to  be  made  into,  40, 
4'.  75-  239.  433:  prison  ot,  99: 
subordinate  to  Parliament,  3112  : 
pleas  in,  401,  408  ;  collides  with 
High  Commission,  407:  see  also 

Knighthood,  distraint  of  (fine  for 
declining  knighthood),  133,  17G. 

Knights,  how  nKide,  176,  177. 

Knight-aervice,  aid  from  lamta  held 
hy,  355)  356.  357  =  to  be  taken 
away,  291,  295,  296, 


4S-?4: 


Labourers,  regulations  for, 
their  poaition  in  the  sta 
eee  alio  Justices  of  Peace. 

Lagon  (or  lagan,  things  found  sunk 
in  the  sea),  388. 

Lancashire,  eieniption  for  weavers 
in,  52. 

Lani;aatBr,Duohyofi  its  liberties  in 
Wales,  380. 

Lastage   (payment    for  Mlast   or 
lading  of  a  ship),  3G8. 

mined  by,  59;  monopolies,  &o. 
tried  by,  HI,  276  :  customs,  fines, 
&c.,  limited  by,  343-345:  reca- 
sants not  to  practise  in,  40,  264 : 
Mlla  espoaitory  of,  invalid.  115; 
censcrsbip  of  booka  on,  172 : 
defects  of,  supplied  by  Star- 
Chamber,  181 :  defined,  341 :  its 
basis,  349. 
— ,  ecclesiastical,  to  be  followed,  30, 
2I7j  383;  fine  and  impriaonment 
not  inflicted  by,  406. 
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Iaw,m»rtial  (or  marshall),  executed 
by  Lards  Lieutenant,  15+,  155, 
admicals,  164,  397,  major  of 
Dover,  398 ;  whea  »l!owed,  1 76, 
179:  oommiaaiona  of,  398,  443, 

— ,  statute,  laa-j  be  diapensed  wjtb, 

— ,  forest,  how  imposed,  340, 

— ,  civil,  and  maritime,  in  Admiralty 

Court,  389. 
Leotiirera,    to    bo   ordained,   joo: 

taxed,  360 :  how  to  be  lieeneed, 

Leet,  Court,  its  powers,  411. 
Legalis  homo,  defined,  177. 
L^fllatire  power,  belongs  to  parlia- 
ment, 178,  390;  claimed  by  tbe 


Liben 
one  cut  or  fanbion),  forbidden,  145. 

Litany,  the,  to  be  used,  184. 

Literae  partitae  (=  carta  partita, 
charter-party,  a  contract  between 
a  ship-owner  and  a  merchant), 

.    389. 

Liturg-y,  condemned  by  Poritana, 
Jli.  323;  see  also  Prayer- Book. 

Livery  (the  retention  of  bodiea  of 
servants  by  the  ipfb  of  coats  or 
other  balnea),  punishable  by 
J.P.'s,  144,  O.  of  North,  369,  C. 
ofWales,  38a,  3S6. 

Llandaff,  Bishoi;  of,  see  F   Id 

London,  esemptions  for,  47  54    7 


177:   < 


B  of  t 


1  ng 


in,  443. 

— ,  Biahop  of,  his  duties    n     aX 
astiaal  tanation,  161;  ee      rsbip 
eiertaaedby,  171,  172     88   39 

Lorda,   House    of,   its  j  nad    t 
280,  334-33^.  337-339  44^     P" 
vileges,  ia6,  n8  :  see  aha  Peers. 

—  Lieutenant,  to  aid  in  collecting 
loans,  134,  135:  military  duties, 

Ludlow,  place  of  meeting  tor  Council 

of  Walea,  380. 
Lynn,  aalt-trade  of,  114. 


Maiming,  punished  by  J.P.'e,  145, 

14!. 

Maintenance  {the  unlawful  uphold- 
ing of  a  suit  at  law),  forbidden, 
J45'  150.  362.  374.  381,  4°8. 

Maiaons  de  dieu  (hospitals),  103. 

Majesias  laesa  (high  treason),  141. 

Malvesey,  tan  on,  25. 

Manors,  lords  of,  their  control  of 
waste  lands,  98. 

Mansion-houses,  of  recusants,  258. 

Manslaughter,  254,  362. 

Manuals  (books  containing  occa- 
sional aervieea  for  the  uae  of 
priests),  to  be  deatrnyed.  267. 

Marches,  Lords  Wardens  of  the, 
376 ;  Scotch,  tee  North  Parts ; 
Welsh,  see  Wales. 

Market-towns,  labourers  in,  51  (3), 
52  :  work-houBBS  in,  73,  73  ;  pro- 
clamations to  be  made  in,  49, 103, 
373:  pUtoryic,  77. 

Marque,  letters  of  (permission  of 
reprisal  granted  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor),  268. 

Marriage ;  ot  clergy,  tee  Clergy ;  of 
recusants,  265 ;  the  nng  in,  414 : 
without  banns,  415  ;  feadal  r%htB 
over,  179,  295;  causes concecning, 
in  High  Commission,  432,  433: 
re^ster  of,  to  he  kept,  186. 

MarBhai,  Knight  (Marshal  of  the 
Household),  duty  of,  100. 

Marahalaea,  contributioua  for  prison- 
in,  99. 

■M  y,  Q.  of  England,  schools  founded 
bj  36.233;  monaateriearefounded 
by  37. 

—  Q.  of  Scotland,  petition  against, 
9;  trial  of,  140. 

Mas     penalty  for  saying  or  hearing, 

M    ter  of  the  Horae,  duty  of,  133. 

M  ters  of  collegea,  their  marriages 
egulated,  18S. 

M  yors,  to  take  oath  of  supremacy, 
6  jutiadiction  —  Act  of  Uni- 
formity, 19;  aervanta,  Ac,  46,  50, 
53 :  administrative  powers — poor- 
law,  41  (i),  43,  69,   70,  7a  (i). 


,    .        ....  '^T- 

power  of  committal — poor-law, 
43.  44.  ^9;  servants,  50,  53; 
vagabonds,     63;     sedition,     no: 
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aUowancea  to.  5j :  acting  (is 
J.P.'s,  So,  &e.  i  as  rstuming 
offioera,  332 ;  eubocdin«,l«  to 
J.P.'B,i4S,i46,toC.  ofNorth,3j4, 

Merchants,  Cftied  for  tonnage  and 
poondage.  26:  apprentices  of,  50, 
SI :  eiemptioQB  foe  (penal  laws), 
85,166;  (patenta),  277:  their 
pojitiaal  inferiority,  1J7. 

Hesgu^um  (n  dwelling-house,  with 
or  without  land  adjacent),  173. 

Metropolitan,  of  the  realm  to  deter- 
mina  TeatmentB,  20. 

Mines,  to  paypoor-rate,  1 04, 

Mint,  in  the  Tower,  452,  45J. 

Ministeis  of  state,  to  tnke  oath  of 
BDpremac;,  6. 

—  of  religion,  to  take  the  oath,  6 : 
general  duties  of,  13-21,  184-189, 
191-194;  (poor)42  (21,43(5),  104; 
(tecuaants)  90,  91  (2),  tSj,  274, 
417;  eiesipbions  from  taxation, 
56;  subscription  to  Actielee,  64, 
212,  &c,:  want  of  learning  in, 
1S6, 1 88, 200,  210, 215,291,416  : 
not  to  he  without  cure  of  souls, 
197;  tee  Clergy,  Uniformity. 

Miseal  (maes-book),  prayer-book  de~ 
rived  from,  I<j8  :  to  be  deatrojed, 
267. 
'  Moderators,  of  exercises,  204:    of 

MonopoUea,    diBcuwed,     111-117: 

abolished,  276. 
Murder,  375,  380,  397. 
Music,  ecclesiastical,  to  be  reformed, 

414. 
MuBter-maaters,  155:  frauds  in, 582; 

— book,  167, 
Mutilation,  penalty  for  sedition,  77; 

inflicted  bj  C.  of  North,  368 ;  by 

Star-Ctamber,  403. 
Mutiny,  punishable  by  martial  law, 

397- 

Navy.speoial  provision  for,  278,  318, 
396:  goveninieiitof,^,!  Admiral. 

Netherlands,  the,  treaties  with,  &c., 
t66:  oasistance to,  278,318,396. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne,  eiempted  from 
snbjidy,36:  oastleof,,i76:  meet- 
ing-place for  C.  of  North,  36;. 

Ifon  obstante  (a  clause  inserted  in 
writs,  &c.bjwlijeli  theproMbitive 


action  of  a  atatute  or  other  order 

Nonconformists,  see  Puritans. 

Non-resideniiO,  see  Reaidence. 

North  Parts,  the,  eiempted  from 
aubsidy,  36 :  measures  for  keejang 
order  in,  105,  269,  270:  schoofi 
and  preachers  in,  416;  recusanta 

— ,  President  and  Conncil  in,  com- 
mission to,  363;  secretary  to  know 
about,  166  ;  procedure  of.  zij.. 

Northamptonshire,  Purit 
248. 

Northnmberland,  see  North  Parts. 

Norwich,  industrial  esemptiona  tor, 
52,  54:  eiBTcises  in,  202. 

Notary  pubKc  (a  person  appointed 
by  authority  to  attest  deeds,  &o.), 
236- 

Novelista  (Puritans),  283. 

Oiith,  of  all^iance  or  anpret 
see  Allegiance,  Supremacy ;  coro- 
nation, 391.410;  corpor^  (taken 
by  1  ag  tb  hand  on  the  Bible), 
7  8(  )  40  66  373,  before  High 
Oomm       n     30,429(2). 

—  I  fii  (admiuiatared  by  an 
fli  al  by  ue  of  his  office, 
p  wily  u  d  f  the  oath  ad- 
11  te  d  to  p  rsons  accused  be- 
f  he  H  t,h  Commission),  at- 
t.  k  d,  33,  atj.  226,  303.415; 
defended,  214;  before  adjuiaaioa 
to  a  benefice,  &c.,  at6. 

Officers,  of  army  or  navy,  not  to  be 

Ordin.--  -'  -     ' 


OB,  168,  169. 


Ordinaries  (eoolesiaatjcal  judges 
having  authority  of  their  own 
right,  not  delegated),  their  juris- 
diction— (Act  of  Uniformity)  19, 
20;  (poor)  43(2);  (ordination) 
64,  65  (2) ;  (recusants)  75.  91, 
185;  (censorship)  188;  (morals) 
37Si  383 :  to  be  aided  by  High 
Commission,  430,    431 ;    to   have 


Ordination,  regulations  touching,  40, 
65,  193,  20o:  Puritan  demiuida 
concei'ning,   215,  216,  385,  414, 
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Ordnance,  Master  of  tbe,  396. 

Organs,  to  be  abalished,  iqi. 

Ornaments  (eccleeiasticM),  deter- 
mined, 20 :  exempted  from  ias.- 
atioQ,  30. 

Onstre  Is  main  (the  delivery  of  an 
escheated  estate  'out  of  the  King's 
hand'  to  the  rightful  claimant),  8, 

Outlawry,  diequaljfioation.  for  par- 
Uament,  137,  128,  281,  J25 :  not 
a  diaqualificatiDn,  I31.  329; 
peaalty  for  refusal  to  Euirender, 
146,  148. 

Overseers,  of  the  poor,  70,  yi,  96, 
97  (4),  98  (4),  99,  104  ;  of  hooara 
of  correctiou,  73. 


Falal^iate,  the,  negotiations  about, 
278,  to  he  broken  off,  317,  318 : 
aid  for,  309,  315,  359,  360. 

Papers,  wearing  of  (a  peTialty),  337, 
368,  382,  403. 

Papists,  see  Secasaufs. 

Pardon,  King's  right  of,  342  :  from 
Rome,  63. 

Parish,  administrative  district  — 
(Act  of  Supremacy)  17;  (taxation) 
36;  (poor)  4a,  44(a),  70,  72,  96, 
97,  y8{a),  99(4),  103,  104(3), 
186,  187;  (rogues)  loi;  (rera- 
eants)  256;  (labourers)  47:  to 
provide  ptayer-booke,  18;  bibles, 
185;  communion-table,  193:  re- 
gister of  births,  &o.,  186. 

—  church,  articles  to  be  read  in, 
65 :  overseerB  to  meet  in,  97 : 
bibles,  &c.,  to  be  placed  in,  185  : 
to  he  purged  of  shrinsB.  fto.,  186. 

Parker,  Abp.  of  Cant.,  his  conver- 
sation with  P.  Wentworth,  121 : 
Ha  Adver^Bements,  191;  sup- 
preaaCB  exercises,  204:  hie  homage, 
243:  on  High  Commiseion,  i6g, 
194,  227,331,335:  letter  to,  441. 

Parliament,  its  sovereignty —  (re- 
ligion) 12,  290,  370;  (sucoessioa) 
59;  (legialation)  124,  341;  (tax- 
ation) 176,  347,  35a,  411;  (in 
general)  i;8,  289,  352;  subordi- 
nation to  the  crown  argued,  400, 
409,  436:  privileges  of,  ll7-!33. 
^54.  2S5.  287-293,  310-316,  320- 


335!  juriadiction  of,  I3l-'33. 
334-339  ■■  privacy  of  debate  in, 
133:  petitions  of.  109 :  addresses 
if.  3I7>  318,  319;  procedure  in, 
779  :  see  aUo  Lords,  Commons. 

Patents,  Letters,  discussed,  m- 
"5.333:  regulated,  276. 

Patronage,  taken  from  Eomaraeta, 
266. 

Peace,  Justices  of,  see  Justices: 
clerk  of  the,  357  ;  breach  of,  145, 
148,167,375.  _      _ 

Peculiars  (ecclesiastical  districts, 
exempt  from  ordinary  eculeai- 
astic^  jnrisdiedon) ,  430. 

Peers,  trral  of,  by  their  peera,  re- 
served Ijy  statute,  la,  19,  25,  60, 
63,  260;  in  D.  of  Norfolk's  case, 
139;  exempted  from  oath  of  su- 
premacy, 4!  ;  sons  of,  eligible  to 
H.  of  Commons,  131:  to  lake 
oath,  of  allegiauee,  aftJ;  members 
of  Magnnm  Condlium,  403 :  see 
also  Barona,  LoiJa. 

Penry,  John,  225- 

Peijury,  in  regard  of  benefit  of 
clergy,  74;  to  be  tried  in  Star- 
Chamher  and  similar  ooarts,  150, 
'52.374,382-       .       . 

Peterborough,  eierciBes  m,  a02. 

Philizets  (or  rilizera,  officers  wiio 
file  the  writs  in  the  Common 
Pleas),  40. 

Pilgrimages,  forbidden,  185,  186. 

Pillory,  penalty  for  aeditione  words, 
?7  (2),  337:  inflicted  by  Star- 
Chamher,  &c.,  181,  368,  403. 

Pirates,  goods  of,  388. 

Rua  T,  Pope,  his  Bull,  195- 

Plantationa,  455-460. 

Playeis,  theatrical,  69,  253. 

Pluralities, to  be  reformed,  210,  418: 
rftgulations  touching,  202,  222; 
complained  of,  a  18,  285,  301,  414. 

Poaching,  forbiilden,  381. 

Pole,  Cardinal,  achools  founded  by, 
36,  333. 

Pontifical,  the  (order  of  cottssora- 
tion),  198, 

Poor,  statates  concermng,  41,  69, 
72,  96,  103  L  fines  payable  to  re- 
lief of,    17,   76,  a37,  261:  see 

Justices  of  Peace. 
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I        Poor-rate,  arMtrary,  43;  filed,  70, 

'  96,  99.  104:  appeal  i^ainat,  9S. 

Portals  (?  -^  portuiEFe,  g.  ii.),  to  be  de- 

Bttojeii,  267, 
Porta,  free  entry  throngh,  350. 
— ,  Cinque,  eiempted  from  eubsiily. 
36;    not  from  feadal  aids,  3^6: 
niaitiftl  law  in,  398. 
Portnise    (0.   F.    porthors  =  porti- 
foriom  or  breviary,  q.  v.),  prayer- 
book  culled  frxim,  198. 
Pmemunire,  penalty  of  (the  penalty 
of  outlawry  and  forfeikive  inflicted 
under  the  stat.  16  E.  II.  5),  for 
impugning  eccl.  euprema^,  &c., 
10,   u,   Ji.  39,  41,  6r,  62.  63; 
denying  the  Queen's  title,  60 ;  re- 
fusing oath   of    allegiance,    '259, 
261,274:  inflicted  1^  High  Com- 
mieaion,  304(2). 
Prayer-book,  of  Edward  VI,  to  be 

kept,  13,  with  alterationa,  14. 
— ,  of  Rliaabetb,  to  be  nsed,  I4-16, 
188,  108,  IIS,  375:   to  be  pro- 
vided ia  parishes,  iS  :  condemned 
by  PuritaOB,   198 ;   octhodoij  of, 
212,445;  strict  obssrvanoe of,  ob- 
jected to,  217. 
Preaoheca,  r^ulatioos  for,  65,  185, 
'92,    193,   300,    201,   422:   more 
lib^y  demanded   for,   217:  ne- 
cesBity  of,  414,  416. 
Prebendaries,  taiation  of,  54,   161, 

360:  veatmentsof,  193. 
Predestination,  doctrine  of,  adopted, 
2  26 :  Dot  io  be  generally  preached 
on,  423. 
Pre-emption,  royal  right  of,   299 ; 

cf  Purreyance. 
Premier  seihin  (Srat  possesBion :  the 
Kmg  a  nght  to  the  first  year's 
profits  of  any  estate  of  which  a 
tenant-m-ohief  dies  seised),  to  be 
abolished,  296. 
Prerogative,  lie,  of  tie  crown :  in 
general,  174,  179,  39li_4°9,  4I0, 
41a,  436-438:  legislative,  izo, 
411:  judicial,  153,  181:  eccle- 
siastioal,  225,  340,  290,  41S,  435: 
dispennng,  1 11, 113,  113:  feudal, 
192  :  taiativB,  340-342  :  Eracton 
on,  r  IS,  400;  Hacketone  on,  410: 
Q. SUiiabetli on,  116, 125:  James  I 
o^.    '93,    !9+    3'o.    3".    313. 
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3'5i  3'^.  399-  4°°'  4=3=  Judges 
on,  340-34^:  growth  of,  2S9: 
penalty  for  attacking,  119:  limi- 
tations of,  290,  297  (3),  342-353, 
409  (note). 

Precogfttive  -  court,  of  the  Arch- 
hiahop,  199,412. 

—  of  the  Pope,  199, 

Presbyterians,  I97,  246,  247,  435. 

Presentment  (a  statement  made 
by  the  grand  jury,  being  usually 
a  charge  ot  an  ofl'ence),  39,  41, 
425:  of  recusants,  257,274,364. 

President,  Lord,  of  the  Coundl ; 
dutiesin  taiatioD,  31,  34:  power 
of  committal,  114:  in  Star- 
Chamber,  175, 403. 

Press,  Censorship  of,  r'"  """ 


182,394,  396,427,428: 
Books. 

Primers  (Popish  books  of  deTotion 
containing  prayers  and  religious 
instruction),     to     be      destroyed, 

Printers,    Queen's,  esemptions  for, 

Pris^e  (the  King's  right  to  take  a 
portion  of  the  wine  loaded  on.  a 
sEip),  oert!unty  of,  349. 

Privileges,  parliamentary,  see  Par- 
liament, &c. 

Privy  SbsJ,  Lord,  his  duties  in  tia- 
ation,  31,  34:  in  Star-Chamber, 
1?S.403:  ovherdutiea,  273,  356: 
tee  also  Seal. 

Processions  (religions),  forbidden, 
186. 

Proclamations,  abuses  of,  305,306: 
see  also  Elizabetii,  James  I. 

Proctors  or  Procurators  (those  who 
manage  another  man's  cause  in 
an  ecclosiastioal  court  or  collect 
the  fruits  of  a  benefice  for  an- 
other), pretended,  69. 

Prophesy ings,  tee  Eserciees. 

Pcotonotaries  (chief  clerks  of  the 
King's  Bench  and  Common  Pleas), 
40. 

Provoat-marshal  (an  officer  to  exe- 
cute martisl  law),  155,  444. 

Puritans,  general  descriptions  of, 
194,  283,  291 1  name  first  used, 
195:  their  views,  196-199:  de- 
mands, 191,  219,  413,  420,421: 
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P  r¥  jan        (th      Ki  g  H 

b  y    g    goods      i 
and    I  impress   g  g 

w  th     t       nss  t      f  tL       vn 
4      b  11  t   q  ash  d 

t    b      11  thed      9S     99 
1  t  iJ  385 


E  1   gh  S     W  Ite     li     m      pi 
113:     Vioe-Admiral,     165:    hia 
^iew  of  the  prerogative,  409. 

Eansom,  carrjing  off  persona  for 
the  eake  of,  105. 

Eape  (orime),  74,  380:  (divisioa  of 
a  shirs),  99,  70. 

EebellioQ,  stirred  up  by  Eoman- 
iaW,    61;    provided    againat,    81, 

154,  362 ;   martial  law  uaed  in, 

155,  179;  praclamation  of,  183, 
372.  373. 

Eeoognieanoes,  (bonds  or  obligationa 
for  debts,  nppearanoe  in  court, 
good  behaviour,  Si.v.),  43,  »3i, 
304,  428,  &s. 

Revoid,  Courts  of  (oonrts  whoae 
records  cannot  be  disputed),  at 
Weatminster,  81,  82:  see  aluo 
H.  of  ComnionB. 

Kecorder,  of  London  (a  legal  officer 
appointed  by  tlie  Major  and  Cor- 
poration who  delivers  judgement 
in  their  oonrts,  records  the  cus- 
toma  of  the  city,  &c.),  129. 

Eetusanfe,  Popisli  (properly,  those 
who  refuse  to  go  to  uhuroh,  also 
nsed  of  any  Fapiets),  defined,  92  : 
penalties  on,  17,  75,  76,  88,  89- 
93.353,  36&-36i,  374;  diaabilities 
of,  6,  8,  40,  264-267,  374:  mea- 

256,  364!  not  to  go  five  miles 
from  home,  93,  264,  nor  abroad 
without  lieenco,  1 60,  309  :  ban- 
ished trom  the  realm,  93,  from 
London  and  court,  263 ;  marriagea 
of,  a6j :  edncatiur,  of,  i66,  267, 
309,  427  :  lands  of,  266,  367,  309; 
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feudal  tenants),  to  be  alioliahed, 

Eajuests,  Master  of  the  [Court  of], 
168. 

Residence,  on  benefices,  enjoined, 
202,  223,  22G:  non-residence 
complained  of,  318,  219,  301, 
4J4 ;  fined,  186, 

Ketftining  (retentio ;  keeping  per- 
sons aa  ret^ners),  forbidden,  361, 
377.  386- 

Eetijiriis,  of  elections,  to  he  made  to 
Chancery,  381 :  right  of  examin- 
ing, [30,.i3i,  287,  288,  326-333- 

Eevenue  of  the  crown,  legislalion 
about,  prohibited,  124;  limited 
by  common  Jaw,  344,  346 :  see 
also  Customs,  Feudal  rights,  Sub- 
sidy. &c. 

Biding  (dirision  of  a  shire),  31, 
69. 

Eight,  DiTine,  of  succea^ion,  21, 
250  :  in  general,  436-439. 

Biota,  punishable  by  LokI  Lieu- 
tenant, 155:  Justices  of  Peace, 
179;  StM-Chamber,  167,  180 ; 
Privy  Coundl,  368;  other  courts, 
'5°.  152.  362.  368,  375.  381. 

Sites  and  Ceremonies,  uniformity 
_of,_i3-20,  194,445:  b"' 


bidden 


t26:  ii 


portance  of,  346,    391,    413; 

alio  Uniformity,  lojuiictions.  So. 
Eobbery,  hue  and  cry  for,  86  ;  how 

punished,  57,  105,  179,  SS"- 
Rogues  and   Vi^bonda,  definition 

of,  69,98.99,   lOI,  273:  statutes 

about,  coulirmed,  42,  253 :  to  be 
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branded,  67.  254;  whipped,  lOI ; 
tr3Jibported,  102  :  workhouses  foi^, 
71,  73,  loi,  271 ;  Bearoli  for, 
271;  under  eupersiBion  o(  J.P.'s, 
144, 145,  146, 179,  and  of  High 
Commiaaion,  229. 

B0II9,  Master  of  the  (an  asBistant 
to  the  Lord  Chancellor    judge  in 
Ch         y      d  K    pe     f  th 
cod)  8         9     8 

Rom  ni  t    »«   P      an  fa 

Boa  nes  (boot      f  p    j       t     th 
Vgi)tobdtjd    67 


jun  dj  t  n  19 

Slt,m      ply    f        ,     4.      5 
Sanctuary,  privilege   of,   curtiileiT, 

66,  78  (a),  106 ,  abolished.  27b 
Sanders,  Nicolas,  194 
Sandys,   Sir   Edward,   impnaoned, 

Scholars,  not  to  b^  without  licence, 
69,  loi :  exempted  from  laboar- 
lawa,  47. 

Schoolmasters,  to  take  oath  ot 
supremacy,   40      eTempted  from 


-,?^-. 


.obere 


Schools,  exempted  from  taiation 
»3.  3^  (2) :  atatutes  for,  16,  a^l, 
433 ;  books  used  in,  f-"p  &om 
cenaorahip,  189  to  be  erected, 
416 :  Popish,  427,  431 

Sclopettarii  (originally  slingers , 
hence  gunners  or  mmkeleere) , 
157- 

Scutage,  see  Escuage. 


&c.,  issued  under,  20,  31,  81,  174, 
355.  4'9- 

— .  Privy,  loans  demanded  under, 
135.  13^=  1*1^  I"-  S.,  see  Privy 
Seal. 

Secretary,  the.  Ha  duties  in  general, 
166;  Principal  — ,  hie  duties, 
159,  362,  366,  273;  two  —  men- 
tioned, 160,  2ia;  niie,  334. 

Seota  (out  or  fashion),  143:  cf. 
Libeiftta. 


Seetariea, repressed,  B9,  ill,  4^7. 
Seminaries  (Romanist  schoola),  84, 

85.  4*7,  431- 
Seminary  priests,  penaUies  on,  B3- 


.  93. 


tatnb 


;ob6  dealt  with 
by  High  Commission,  416,  427 : 
repression  of,  demanded,  300,319. 
Seq  Btrat  (th  temporary  with- 
h  Id  g  fth  p  fita  f  b  nefioe), 
9 
Sej  ant,    f  H     f  C  m       s,   laS, 

9     3     3       3       3  5   332- 

Se  J       ty  gr     d      d  p  tty  (    tenure 

by    pec  al  to  th    crown). 


P  each  r 
Serv  tB,M 
bh  nff     ■ 


L  b 


th    t 


premacy. 


40  tbeir  duties  (labourers),  4S, 
49,  (vagabonds), 69 :  (empanelling 
of  jurors),  147,  150,  357,  363: 
(distraint  of  knighthooill,  133 : 
(pari  elections),  281,  325,  329, 
33'.  332.  333.  442 :  punishable 
by  J.P.'s,  146,  148. 

Shiie,  an  adminiatrativa  district 
(tasation),i7,3I,32,i34;  (poor), 
73.  97.  99.  i°°  '  (labourers),  47. 

Shirley,  Sir  Thomas,  his  case,  389, 
290,  310-325. 

bhrines,  to  be  destroyed,  186. 

Sidesmen  (assistants  to  the  church- 
wardens), 364. 

Signet  (tho  seal  in  possession  of  the 
becretary),  159,  419. 

Simony,  punished,  187,  407,  426  ; 
oath  to  ba  taken  about,  21G. 

Slander,  in  parliament,  131:  punish- 
ed by  High  Commission,  338,407. 

Socage,  tenurain,  295, 355,  356,357, 

Soldiers,  discharged,  provision  for, 
Sovereignty,  351,  351 :  cf.  Pieroga- 

Spanish  Match,  the,  278,  308,  310. 
312,  317,  318. 

Speaker,  of  H.  of  Commons,  nomi- 
nated by  the  crown,  178:  his 
demand  for  privileges,  117 : 
powers  in  the  Houaa,  124:  rela- 
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tiona  with  the  crown,  llj,  Ii6, 

Il8  (2),  I20,  125  (').  126.  336, 
330  (2):  iaauas  warrants,  132, 
379.  3^0,  33a,  333:  deliTMH 
judgement,  323,  337 :  demands 
judgement,  336. 

Speech,  freedom  of,  IT7,  118-126, 
a88,  389,  296,  597,  310-316. 

Star-chamber,  Mary,  Q.  of  Scots, 
tried  in,  142 ;  model  for  Caatle- 
Chaniber,I6a,153;  cases  referred 
to,  167,  374:  ordiniuLceB  of,  168, 
169,  394:  High  Commisuou  com- 
pared with,  214:  juries  reproved 
by,  180;  deBoriptions of, Camden, 
175  ;  Smith,i8o;  Lambard,  tSl ; 
(>amptoa,  iSa ;  Coke,  401  ; 
Bacon,  408  ;  see  also  Council. 

Stationers'  Company,their  authority 
over  printei-s,  168,  170  (l),  171, 
172.394'  396- 

Stellionate  (cozening  or  fraud),  408. 

Steward,  Lord  High,  139;  of  the 
Houeehold,  30,  41 :  of  franchises, 
&0.,  14s,  146, 148. 

Stocks,  confinement  in,  49,  71,  lol. 

Submiaaion,  form  of,  9!. 

Suhpiena  (»  writ  ordering  one  to 
appear  in  a  court,  under  a,  penalty 
for  non-appearance),  182  :  parlia- 
mentary exemption  fix>m,  tag. 

Sub^dy,  defined,  175 :  conditional 
offer  of,  318  ;  why  granted,  411 ; 
King's  right  to  take,  409,  439 ; 
acts  of  (lay),  27,  106,  278 
(clerical),  54:  —  men  (persona 
taxed  for  subsidy),  96,  104. 

Succession  to  the  crown,  determined 
by  statute,  21,  82,  83,  250:  de- 
terminable by  parliauient  and 
common  law,  £9  :  petition  ahout, 
107.1  not  to  be  discussed  in 
parliament,  liS. 

Supply,  appropriation  of,  2  7  8- 380, 
318-335- 

Supremacy,  ecclesiastical,  defined, 
189,  412 :  acta  establishing,  i. 
39,  89;  to  be  preached,  184: 
impugned,  223,  »25 :  defended, 
S46:  eierciae  of,  183,  184,  190, 

205, 208,  ao9,aio,  231,22;,  242, 
417,420,422,424. 
— ,  act  of,  referred  to,  38,  40,  76, 
189,  303,  404,  405,  415. 


Supremacy,  oath  of,  7 :  to  be  ad- 
ministered, 7,8,38, 40  (3),  41, 8; 
(»),  235.  336, 139,  326,  387.433: 
penalty  for  refusing,  relaxed,  422. 

Surplice,  to  be  used,  193  (3) :  ac- 
cepted by  Puritans,  191 :  not  to 
be  enforced,  286,  414. 

Susnenaion  (of  ministers)  for  non- 
nformity,  217,  286 :  regulated, 

!0;  Puritan, 


Synods,  epiacopal,  1 


!0(4),2 


TaiatioB,  tee  Subsidy,  Benevolence, 

Prerogative,  &c. 
Tenths,  clerical,  2a,  30,   55:   lay, 

see  Fifteenths. 
Thomborough,  Johii,!Bp.  of  Bristol, 

his  book,  2S9,  290. 
Throgmorton,  Joh,  225. 
Tillage,  see  Husbandry. 
Tithes,  taxed  for  poor-rate,  104. 
Tithii^-men    (originally    heads    of 

titlungs,  later  petty  constables). 

70,  aS4.  '72- 
Title,  to  the  crown,  tee  Succession; 

assumed  byjamesl,  393;  deiical. 

Tonnage  and  Poundage,  36,  87  :  see 

Tower  of  London  (spedal  prison 
for  parliamentary  offenders),  124, 
127,  130,  18a,  33T. 

Town-clerk,  357,  264. 

Town  Corporate,  see  Borongh. 

Tiaveise  (the  denial  of  some  matter 
of  fact  alleged  in  pleadings),  not 
allowed  before  High  Commie- 
flion,  304. 

Treason,  High,  general  definitions 
of.  »3-26.  £7-^:  particular 
(snpremacy),  11,  12,41,75.260; 
(bulls,  &c.),  60-63;  (rebellion, 
&c.),  65-67  ;  (Jesuits),  84,  83  : 
on  the  borders,  370:  Mary,  Q. 
of  Scots,  tried  for,  141 ;  not  tried 
before  J.P.'b,  76  ;  before  Councils 
of  North  and  Wales,  370,  375, 
3S0:  James  I  on,  313;  two  wit- 
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nrcMon,  mfspiiaion  (n^leot  or  cod- 
CBnIment)  of,  25  (2),  6a,  6y,  75 
J.P,'anottotry,  76, 

Treaanre-trove,  388. 

Treasurer,  Lord  HigSi,  Iiis  dnUes, 
(ta:tation).3o,34,55,358;  (vags- 
oondti),  102  ;  (recusantij),  16: 
Sl*c-Cliaml)er,  175,180, 183, 

— ,  Under  (or  CliaiiCBllor  of  Es- 
Chequer),  55,  356. 

— ,  of  alms,  &c.,  100,  104;  of  the 
Navj,  165 :  of 


Udall,  NioolaB,  225,  443. 

Undertakers  (persons  who  under- 
took to  plant  lands  in  Ireland 
forfdted  by  rebels),  166. 

Unifonnity,  Act  ot,  13;  referred  to, 
aoS,  257,    aSo :    enjoiaeiJ,    183, 


184, 


relax 


detwls,  the  best 
doetrine,  demanded  by  Puritans, 
414;  tee  also  High  Commiasioc, 
Himeters,  tc. 

Union,  of  England  and  Scotland, 
250-252,  268-2J0,  i8a,  290,  39a. 

Univeiuties,  membera  of,  to  teJce 
oatk  of  BUpreniaoy,  9,  40 :  ex- 
empted from  eubady,  23,  36; 
tased  foi  benevolences,  137,  ani 
aids,  356 ;  testimonials  for  ordi- 
nation, 65  i  licence  to  beg,  69 ; 
degree  in,  as  qualification  for 
ministry,  193,  200,  216,  2S5 : 
presses  in,  170,  iy«  ;  books  used 
in,  1S9:  members  of,  gentlemen, 
177;  eiMbitions  in,  1S6  f  patron- 
age given  to,  266,  267. 

—  CfimcellorB  and  Viee-Chan- 
cellora  of,  power  to  administer 
oaths,  g :  censorship  of  press, 
188,  395- 

Usher,  Gentleman  (officer  in  H. 
of  Lords).  128. 

Usury,  punished  by  High  Commis- 
aion,  407. 

"Vadia  (wages),  T43. 

Vi^abonds,  see  Rogues. 

Valuation,  ecclesiastical,  55. 

Yestments,  regulatBd,  1 9,  1S8,  193, 
194,301,212;  Puritan  objections 
to,  191,  199,  347,  414:  see  also 
Cap,  Cope,  Surplice. 


TioBComites  (sherifR),  143,  &c 
Villains,   etuandpated,    173:    fen 

Uft,  178. 
Tii^nia,  455- 


Ti^tors,  the  Queen's,  185:  of  ool- 

Uges,  188. 
Vitellarii  (Tictuallers),  146. 

Wages,  how  r^ulated,  45,  48,  49. 

Waifs  feoods  stolen  and  dropt  by 
the  thief),  388. 

Wales,  exemption  for  weavers  in, 
Sa :  power  of  the  crown  to  legis- 
late ftar,  abolished,  3J7  :  schools, 
ftc,  to  be  planted  in.  416 :  eccl. 

— ,  President  and  Council  of,  in- 
structions for,  378 ;  Secietacy  to 
take  note  of,  166;  powers  of, 
objected  to,  307;  severity  of,  377, 

Walsingham,  Sir  Francis,  141,  a37. 


itakes. 


War,  no  excuse  for  unparliamentary 
taxes,346:counoilof,379,j8o,396. 

Wardship  (the  nght  to  administer 
the  lands  of  a  feudal  tenant, 
being  aminor),  179  :  negotiations 
for  abolition  of,  291,  29;,  395, 
ag6  :  value  of.  345. 

Warrens,  poaching  in,  381. 

Weights  and  Measures,  under  con- 
trol of  J.P.'s,  145,  146,  148. 

Wentworth.  Paul,  118  ;  Peter,  iso, 
123. 

Westminster  Hail,  trial  of  D.  of 
Norfolk  in,  138. 

Westmoreland,  exemption  for  weav- 
ers in,  52  :  see  also  North  Parts. 

Whipping,  penally  on  runaway  ser- 
vants, 47  :  vagabonds,  68,  loi : 
poor  refusing  to  work,  7  ^  ■  in 
"'       "'       '     '.  .403-  , 


i  try  Mary  Q.  of 
Scots,  141:  a  J.P.,  147:  his 
Articles,  an :  views  on  doctrine, 
326;  severity  towards  Puritans, 
aio.   ii3,   214;   on  High  Com- 
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47^  Index. 

Wight,  lale  of,  regarded  as  a  sepa-   r   Yeomen,  what  they  are,  177. 

rate  oounty,  51.  York,  province  of,  subsidy  granted 

WineH,  tai  on,  2S,  26.  |       eecaratelvby,  56. 

Witolioraft,  78,  148.  .n  CouncU  of  North, 

Witnessea,  two  requirei  ;ensor   of  the   preas 

60,  68,  80,  5. 

Woleey,  Cardinal,  hia  ■,  under   Council   of 

Star-Cbamber,  180. 

Wocfehouses,   loj,    10  eeting-place  of  C.  of 

Correction,  hoasee  of  368. 
Wreoli,    in    jurisdioti 

Admiralty,  3913.  ...„,  „„,.„ian  boots  publiahcJ 

Write,  ail  made  in  King's  name,  1 79-   1       in,  an. 
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1.    DICTIONARIES. 

A   NEW    ENGLISH    DICTIONARY 

ON  HISTORICAL   PRINCIPLES, 

Founded  ttwinli/  on  the  materials  collected  6y  the  Fhilological  Sodety. 

Imperial  4(0. 

EDITED    BY    DK.    MUERAY. 

Present  State  of  the  Work.  r  g_  ^ 

Vol.     I.  J  3  j  By  Dr.  McaaAT Half-m 

VoL    n.    O     By  Dr.  Mubut Half-m 

>"■■■"«•  l«lijS;:H3'B.„„!  ■  •  ■  H."- 

Vol.   IV,  j  Q  j  By  Mr.  Hemky  Bradley   ....     Half-m 

Vol.    V,  H— K  By  Dr.  Mcbeat Half-m 

Vol.  VI.  Ii— N  By  Mr.  Heney  Bkadley,     I^Lap       ,    , 
TAs  Ttsnainder  t^  tht  mirk,  to  the  end  of  tke  alphabet,  is  in  ai 
stale  <tf  pr^araiion. 

*»*  The  Dictionary  is  also,  as  heretofore,  issued  in  Paris — 

Series     1.  Parts  I-IX,        A— Distrustful each  o 

SerieB     L  Fart  X.  Distrustfully — Diiggetai o 

Series   II.  Parts  I-V.  B— Gyzzam each  o 

Serlealll.  Parti.  H— Hod o 

Series  III,  Part  II.  Hod— Hywe o 

Series  III.  Part  III,  I— Inpushing .    .  o 

Series  III.  Part  IV.  Input— Kairine o 

Series  III.  Part  V,  Kaisei-Kyx o 

Oifoid:  Cluendon Ftesi.    Loadiml  EmiBY  7BOVDi,Aiiiea0i>niei,B.C 
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3  ENGLISH  AND  ROMAN  LAW. 

A  Hebrew  and  English  Lexicon  of  the  Old  Testament,  with 

an  Appendii  containing  the  Biblical  Aramaic,  baaed  on  the  Thesaurus 
and  Lexicon  of  Qesenius,  by  Francis  Brown,  D.D.,  S.  B.  Driver,  D.D., 
and  C.  A.  Brigga,  D.D,     Parts  I-IX.      Small  4to,  zs.  6d.  each. 
Thesaurus  Syriacus :  collegenint  Quatremfere,  BercBtein,  Lorsbach, 
Amoldi,  Agrell.  Field,  Koediger :  edidit  E.  Payne  Smith,  S.T.P. 
Vol.  I,  containing  Fascicnti  I-V,  sm.  foL,  jt.  js. 
Vol.  II,  completing  the  work,  containing  FaseieuU  VI-X,  8?.  8s. 
A  CompendiouB   Syriao   Dictionary,    founded    upon  the   above. 
Edited  by  Mrs.  Mai^oliouth.     Parts  I-III.    Small  4to,  89.  di.  net  Bach. 
\*  The  Woric  im'ii  be  computed  In  Four  Parts. 
A  Dictionary  of  the  Dialects  of  Vernacular  Syriao  as  spoken 
by  the  Eastern  Syrians  of  Kurdistan,  North- West  Persia,  and  the  Plain 
ofJUosul.    By  A.  J.  Macleab,  M,A.,  F.K.6.S.     Small  4to,  15s. 
A  Sanekrit-Bnglish  Dictionary.   Etymologically  and  Philologicaiiy 

arranged,  with  special  reference  to  cognate  Indo-European  Languages, 
By  Sir  M.  Monier- William  a,  M,A.,  K.C.I.E,;  with  the  collaboration  of 
Prof.  E.Leumaim,  Ph.D.;  Prof.  C.  Cappeller,  Ph.D. ;  and  other  scholars, 
SeiB  Edition,  gteaUy  Enlarged  and  Improtied,  Cloth,  bevelled  edges,  3I.  138,61!. ; 
half-morocco,  4I.  4«. 
A    Greek-English    Lexicon,      By    H.    G.    Liddell,    D.D.,    and 

Eobert  Seott,  D.D.     Eighth  Ediliim,  Revised.     4to.      li.  i6s. 

An    Etymological    Dictionary    of    the     English    Language, 

arranged  on  an  Historical  Basis.     By  W.  W.   Skeat,  Litt.D,      Third 

Edition,    4to.     il.  4s. 
A  Middle -English  Dictionary.      By  F.  H.  Stiatmann.     A    new 

edition,  by  H.  Bradley,  M.A.    4to,  half-morocco,  i!.  i  is.  6rf. 
The  Student's  Dictionary  of  Anglo-Saxon.    By  H.  Sweet,  M.A., 

Ph.D.,  LL.D,    Small  4to,  8s.  6rf.  »w!. 
An  Anglo- Sa^on  Dictionary,  based  on  the  MS.  collections  of  the 

late  Joseph  Bosworth,  I>.D.     Edited  and  enlarged  by  Prof.  T.  N.  Toller, 

M.A.     Parts  I-IIL  A-SAe.     4to,  stiff  covers,  i^s.eaoh.    Part  IV,  i  i, 

sAr^WIDBIAN.     Stiff  covers,  8s.  6rf.      Part  IV,  §  2,  SWfjJ-SNEL- 

iTMEST,  18s.  6d. 

\*  A  Sapptemeni,  tchick  wffl  congjiete  the  Work,  is  in  active  prepai-ation. 
An  Icelandic-English  Dictionary,  based  on  the  MS.  collections  of 

the  late  Richard  Cleasby.     Enlarged  and  completed  by  G.  Vigfiisson, 

M.A.    4to.    3!.  79. 


2.  LAW. 


AnBoa.  Principles  of  the 
English  Law  r/f  Cfonfrarf,  and  if  Agency 
in  Us  Relation  to  Contract.  By  Sir 
W,  E.  Anson,  D.C.L.   NinlhEdition. 


jison.    Law  and  Custom  of 

(he  OrmstHtiiioK.     1  vols.      8yo. 
PartL   Parliament.  Third  Edition. 

lis.  6d. 
Partll.  TheCrovfn.  SecondEd.  14s. 
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Bryoe.      Studies    in   History 

and  Jurisprudence.  2  Vols.  8vo. 
By  the  Right  Hon.  J.  Bryue,  M.P. 
Nearly  nady. 

Digby.     An  Itiirodvction  to 

the  Sistoty  0/  the  Law  of  Seid  Property. 
BySirKenelmE.Digby,M.A,  Fifth 
Edition,  8vo.  lis.  id, 
Ct-Tueber.  Lex  Aqv/Uia.  By 
Erwin  Graebar,  Dr.  Jnr.,  M.A. 
8vo,     IDS.  6 A 

Hall.  International  Law. 
ByW.  E.  Hall,  M.A.  FauraiBdiiiOH. 
Bvo.    339.  M. 

■ A  Treatise onthe Foreign 

Poteers  and  Jurisdiction  iff  the  British 
Crown.  ByW.E.  Hall,  M,A,  8vo. 
los.  6ii. 

Holland.  Elements  of  Jv/ris- 
pradence.  ByT.E.  Holland.  D.C.L. 
Ninth  Edition.    8vo.     103.  6(i. 

—  —  ■  Studies  in  International 
Zaa.  By  T.  E.  HoUaJid,  D.C.L. 
8vo.    loi.  61I. 

GentUis,    Alberici,    Be 

lure  Belli  Libri  Tres.  Edidit  T.  E. 
Holland,  LCD.    Small  4to,  half- 


— -  The  Institutes  of  Jus- 

tinvm,  edited  as  a  recension  of 
the  Institutes  of.  Gains,  by  T.  E. 
Holland,  D.C.L.  Second  Edition. 
Extra  fcap.  Svo.     53. 

Holland  and  Shadijcell.  Select 
Titles  from  the  Digest  of  Justinian.    By 


Also  sold  in  Paris,  in  pspei 

Part  L  Introductory  Titles.   as.6d. 
PartIL  Family  Law.     is. 
Part  III.  Property  Law.     29.  fid. 
Partly.  LawofObIigations(No.  r), 
3s.  6d.    (No.  2),  4s.  64 


Ubert.     The   Government   of 

India.  Being  a  Digest  of  the 
Statute  Law  relating  thereto. 
With  Historical  Introduction  and 
Illustrative  Documents.  By  Sir 
Courtenay  Ilbert,  K.C.8.I.  Sto, 
half-roaa.  ais. 
Ilbert.  Legislative  Forms  and 

Methiids.     8vo,  half-roan.     i6s. 

Jonks.     Modern  Land  Law. 

By  Edward  Jenks,  M.A.  Svo,   15s. 

Markby.    Eleme'nis   of  Law 

emsidered  v/ith  r^eretux  to  Principles  of 
OeneraUurispradente.  By  Sir  William 
Markby,  D.C.L.  ty&i  Edition,    Bto. 
12a.  6d. 
Uoyle.        Imperatoris    Itts- 

tiniani  JnsKiiriumttm  Libri  Quatttmr, 
with  Introductions,  Commentary, 
Excursus  and  Translation.  ByJ.  B. 
Moyie,D.C.L.  Third Edilion.  avols. 
8to.    Vol.  I.  i6s.   Vol.  II.  fig. 

Contract  of  Sale  in  the 

Civil  LaiB.    8yo.    ios.  6d. 
Pollock    and    Wright.     An 

Essayon  Possession  in  the  Common  Late. 

By  Sir  F.  Pollock,  Bart.,  M.A.,  and 

SLrE.S.Wright,B.C.L.  Svo.  Ss.6d. 
Poste.     Gaii    Instituiionuin 

jM,riB  Civilis  Commentas^i  <)wjMuor  ;  or. 
Elements  of  Boman  Law  by  Gaius. 
With  a  Translation  and  Commen- 
tary by  Edward  Poste,  M.A.  Third 
Edition,     Svo.     i8s. 

Sokm.      The   Institutes,     A 

Teit-l)Ook  of  the  History  and 
System  of  Roman  Private  Law. 
By  Rudolph  Sohm.  Translated  by 
J.  0.  Ledlie,  B.C.L.  With  an 
Introduction  by  Erwin  Grueber, 
Dr.Jur,,H.A.  Second  Edition,  revised 
and  enlarged,    Svo,     i8s. 

Stokes.     The   Anglo-Indian 

Cades.     By  Whitley  Stokes,  LL.D. 

Vol.  L  Substantive  Law.  8to.  30*. 

VoL  II.  Adjective  Law,  8vo.  355. 
First  and  Second  Supplements  to 

thBaboTe,i887-iS9i.  Svo.  fis.6d. 
Separately,  No.  1,  is.  6(j. ;  No.  2, 4a.  6(i. 
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3.    HISTORY,   BIOGRAPHY,  ETC. 

I  and  Map.    Small  4I0,  buck- 


Adamnani  Yita  S.  Colv/mhae. 

Ed.  J.  T.  Fowler,  D.C.L.    Crown 
Syo,  lialf-bound,  8s.  6d.  net  (with 
translation,  gs.  fid.  n«f). 
Aubrey.   '  Brief  Lives' cMefiy 

qf  CimiBmiporaries,  sel  ilown  bjf  Joftn 
Avhrey,  Sefween  the  Tears  1669  and 
169&  Edited  from  tlie  Aathor'a 
MSa,  byAiidrewCIar]!,M.A.,  LL.D, 
With  FacsimCea.   3  vols.  8vo.  053. 

Baedaeffisioria  Ecclesiastica, 
etc.  Edited  by  C.  Plammer,  M.A. 
1  vols.     Crown  Syo,  ais.  nO, 

Bedford  CW-.K-R.).  The  Blazon 
ofspiscopaqf.  Being  the  Arms  borne 
by,  or  attributed  to,  the  Arch- 
bishops and  Biahopa  of  England 
and  Wales.  Second  EdiHott,  Revised 
and  Enlarged.  With  One  Thouaand 
Illustrations.  Sm.  ^to,  buckram, 
3IS.  6d.  net 

Boswell's  Life  of  Samuel 
Johasm.  LL.D.  Edited  by  G.  Birk- 
beck  Hill,  D.C.L  In  sis  volumes, 
medium  8vo.  With  Portraits  and 
Faosimiles.    Half-bound,  jJ.  js. 

Bright.     Ckaptera   of  Early 

EngUsh     Church    History.        By    W. 

Bright,  D.D.    Third  Edition.  Renised 

catd  Enlarged,  With  a  Map.  8vo.  us. 
Bryce.     Studies   in    History 

awl  Jurisprudence,     a   Vols.     8yo. 

By  the  Kght  Hon,  J.  Bryoe,  M.P. 

Ifearly  ready. 
Caaanbou  (Isaac),  1559-1614. 

By  Mark  Pattiaon.     8to.     i6s. 

Clarendon's    History   of  the 

SeMlion  arid  Civil  Wars  in  England, 
Re-edited  from  a  fresh  collation  J^t 
the  original  M8.  in  the  Bodleian 
Library ,  with  margin  aldatoaandoo- 
oasionalnoteSjbyW.  DnnaMaoray, 
M.A.,  F.S.A.  Syola.  Crown  Syo.  ai-ss. 

Earle.  Handbook  to  the  Land- 
Chatters,  and  other  Saxonic  Dommtenis. 
ByJohnEarle,M.A,  CrownSyo.lfis. 

■ The  Alfred  Jewel:   An 

Historical  Essay.    With   Illustra. 

Oiford :  Clan 


Earle  and  Flummer.     Two  of 

the  Saxon  Chronicles,  Parallel,  wWi 
Supplementary  Extracts  firnn  the  others. 
A  Revised  Text,  edited,  with  Intro- 
duction, Wotes,  Appendices,  and 
Glossary,  by  Charles  Plummer, 
M.A,,  on  the  basis  of  an  edition  by 
Jokn  Earle,  M.A.  a  vols.  Crown 
8vo,  half-roan. 

VoL   I.     Text,    Appendices,    and 
.!.  6d. 


Freeman.       The    History    of 

Sidly/rom  Oie  Earliest  Times. 

Tola.  I  and  II.     8vo,  cloth,  tl.  2s. 
Vol.   IIIi      The   Athenian  and 
Carthaginian  Invaaions.     2^ 
Vol.  IV.    Prom  the  Tyranny  of 
Dionysios    to    the    Death   of 
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